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WZ  E  have  taken  the  earlleft  opportunity  that  a 

^^    judicious  infpedion,  and  mature  confidera- 

tion  of  events  could  give  us,  of  prefenting  to  the 

public,    A  COMPLEAT    HiSTORY  OF   THE    LATE 

War,  not  lefs  important  than,  v^e  hope,  ufeful 
and  corredt,  written  with  an  impartiality  which 
fhould  be  the  guide  of  every  hiftorian,  and  from 
which  we  have  not  deviated  through  national 
afFedion. 

We  have  taken  up  our  History  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  have  beftowed 
all  the  pains  upon  it,  fo  interefting  a  fubjeft  re- 
quires, which,  however,  we  muft  acknowledge, 
deferves  much  more  fkilful  workmen.  None 
was  ever  more  formed  to  excite  curiofity,  from 
the  importance  of  events,  the  dignity  of  the  per- 
fons  engaged,  the  greatnefs  of  the  adlions  per- 
formed, and  the  amazing  revolutions  of  fortune  ; 
for  the  Reader  v/ill  here  find  the  fcattered  ac- 
counts of  this  war,  which  has  been  carried  on  in 
the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  united  in  one 
connefted  narrative,  and  continued  to  the  peace. 
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To  effect  this  from  the  materials  that  offered, - 
has  been  a  v/ork  of  more  labour,  than  may  at 
firfb  appear,  and  to  render  thele  tranfactions 
(which  have  not  been  lefs  our  amazement,  than 
the  world's  in  general)  the  more  confpicucus  and 
clear,  we  have  added,  in  Notes,  the  accounts 
tranfm/itted  from  the  commanders  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  and  publifhed  by  authcrit}%  w^hen 
facts  were  recent,  and  the  im-m.ediate  objed:  of 
univerfal  attention.  Thefe  will  illuftrate  and 
confirm  the  Hiflor}^  \  and  our  readers  muft  be 
pleafed  to  fee  fo  many  curious  and  important 
pieces,  w^hich  w'hile  they  give  the  cleareft  evi- 
dence, fupport  the  national  charafter  to  future 
ages.  In  miany  places  we  find  them  filled  with 
the  adlions  of  inflrior  officers,  which,  with  lefs 
care  in  their  fuperiors,  would  have  been  loft  in 
the  multiplicity  of  events :  This  care,  not  lefs 
commendable  than  ufeful,  will  excite  officers  to 
feize  every  opportunity  of  immortalizing  their 
fame,  and  doing  honour  to  their  refpedtive  corps. 
Some  of  thefe  letters  muft  be  ufeful  in  forming' 
the  young  foldier,  as  they  are  very  expreffive  of 
that  charatler,  pointing  out  the  care,  circum- 
fptdion,  anxiety,  and  perfeverance  to  form  ^ 
Wqlf^,  or  a  Granny, 
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CHAP,     I. 

Origin  of  th'e  troubles  in  North  America.  Admiral  Bof" 
cawen  and  General  Braddock  fent  thither.  Operations 
intended,  *tivo  French  men  of  war  taken.  Braddock 
defeated.  Gen.  Johnfon  repiilfes  the  French.  French 
threaten  an  invafion.  Fort  St.  Philip  befieged  and  taken. 
Ireaty  with  Riijfia^  the  fpirit  of  it.  Alliance  with  the 
King  of  Prujfia.  Grotmd  of  the  Quarrel  between  her  Im^ 
perial  Majefly  and  that  Monarch,  treaty  of  PeterJhoUrg. 
treaty  of  Verfailles.  King  of  Prujfta  enters  Saxony  and 
Bohemia.     Battle  of  Lowoffz,     Saxon  army  fur  renders. 

THE  original  plan  of  this  work  propofed  no  more 
than,  that  each  Volume  (hould  contain  a  narra- 
tive of  thbfe  events  v/hich  diftinguifh  its  own 
Year.  But,  becaufe  v/e  have  entered  upon  our 
undertaking  in  the  heat  of  an  almofi:  general  and  very  im- 
portant war,  I  thought  it  would  not  be  unnecefTary  or 
difagreeable  to  look  a  little  farther  back.  It  would  be 
difficult,  perfe6lly  to  underftand  the  operations  of  the 
feveral  powers  at  war,  without  reviewing  the  tran- 
fa(5lions    of  the  preceding   years  ;  nor    would  it    be  eaff 
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to  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  thefe,  without  examining 
the  caufes  which  more  nearly  or  remotely  operated  to 
produce  thofe  troubles  that  have  involved  fo  many  parts  of 
the  world  in  one  common  di{lra61:ion. 

The  war  in  which    all  parties  and  intcrefts  feem  now  to 
be  {o  perfectly  blended,  arofe  from  caufes  which  originally 
had  not   the  leaft  connection:     the  uncertain  limits  of  the 
Englifh  and  French  territories  in  America  ;  and  the  mutual 
claims  of  the  Houfes  of  Auftria  and  Brandenbcurg  on  the 
dutchy    of  Silefia.     It  is  no  wonder    that  the  two  former 
powers  feizing  on  a  country  in  which  they  confidered  the 
right  of  the  natural  Inhabitants  as  nothing,  fhould  find  it  a 
very  difficult  matter  to  fettle  their  own.     For   a.  long  time 
neither  of  thefe  powers  were   fufficiently    acquainted   with 
the  geography  of  America,  to  enable  them  to  afcertain  the 
limits  of  their  feveral  pretenfions  with  any  tolerable  exacS- 
nefs  ;  nor,   indeed,  v/ere  thefe  matters  deemed  of  fuffici- 
ent  moment  to  call  for  a  very  laborious  difcuffion.     At  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  whilll:  fomany  more  im.portant  Interefts, 
or  what  then  fcemed  m.ore  important,  were  difcuffed,  the 
limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  then  called  Acadia,  were  exprelled 
only  in  general  terms,  and  left  to  be  put  on  a  more  certain 
footing   by  fubfequent  negotiations.     Thefe  negotiations 
purfued  with  no  vigour,  and  drawn  out  into  an  excellive 
length,    feemed  only    to    increafe    the   former    confufion. 
After  the  acceiiion  of  the  prefent  Royal  Family,  a  French 
conne6^i:ion,    perhaps    neceiTary    from     the   circumftances 
of  the   time,  and   afterv/ards   a  certain  negligence    of  all 
affairs   but    thofe    of  our   domefiic  polity,     fuffered   this 
important  point  to   vanifh  almoft  wholly  out  of  our  confi- 
deration.     During  this  interval,  our  colonies  on  the  con- 
tinent of  North  Amerca,  extended    themfelves   on   every 
fide.     Whilft  agriculture  and  the  maritim.e  commerce  fiou- 
riftied  on  their  coafls,  the  Indian  trade  drew  feveral  of  our 
wandering  dealers  far  into  the  inland  country,  and  beyond 
the  great  mountains.     Here  they  found  themfelves  in  a  de- 
lightful climate,     in  a  foil  abundantly  fruitful,  and  watered 
with   many  fair   and  navigable  rivers.     Thefe  advantages, 
joined  to  thofe  of  the  Indian  trade,  appeared  to  compenfate 
for  its  remotenefs  from  the  fea.     It  was  judged,  that  as  the 
firft  fettlers  on  the  coaff,  we  had  a  good  right  to  the  inland 
country  ;  and,  if  fo,  to  the    navigation  of  the  IVIiififippi, 
which  opened  another   door  to  the   ocean.     With  thefe 
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views,  a  company  of  merchants  and  planters,  obtaixned  a 
charter  for  a  confiderable  tradl:  of  land  near  the  river 
Ohio,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Alleganey  mountains,  but 
within  the  province  of  \'irginia  5  and  the  adventurers  be- 
gan to  fettle  purfuant  to  the  terms  of  their  patent. 

Nov/  began  to  fhoot  forth  the  feeds  of  another  difpute^ 
which  had  long  lain  unobferved,  but  which  proved  alto- 
gether as  thorny  and  intricate  as  that  concerning  the  limits 
of  Acadia.  The  P^rench  pretending  to  have  rirfi:  difco- 
vered  the  mouths  of  the  Mifiifippi,  claimed  the  v/hole 
adjacent  country,  towards  Nev/  Mexico  on  the  eaft,  quite 
to  the  Apalachian  or  Alleganey  mountains  on  the  weil. 
They  drove  off  the  new  fettlers,  and  built  a  new  fort  calLtd 
du  Qiiefne,  on  the  forks  of  the  River  Monongahela,  a 
fituatiun  which  commanded  the  entrance  into  all  the  coun- 
try on  the  Ohio  and  Miilifippi. 

The  reader  will  obierve,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  decide 
concerning  the  right  of  either  nation  in  this  conteft.  It  is 
evident  enough,  that  the  confideration  of  the  right  had 
much  lefs  influence  on  both  parties,  than  the  confideration 
cf  conveniency.  Should  the  French  be  able  to  unite  Ca- 
nada to  their  colonies  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miflifippi  by  a 
poffeiHon  of  all  that  vai]:  country  which  lies  between  them., 
the  iinglifh  colonies  muft  lofe  all  fhare  in  the  Indian  trade 
in  time  of  peace  ;  and  in  time  of  war  be  expofed  to  conti- 
nual dangers,  or  to  the  ruinoufly  chargeable  defence  of  a 
frontier  more  than  1500  miles  in  length.  If  on  the  con- 
trary, the  French  fhould  fail  to  make  good  thefe  claims 
en  the  Ohio,  and  thofe  on  Nova  Scotia,  their  two  colo- 
nies entirely  difjnited,  and  the  entrance  into  one  Ihut  up 
for  the  winter  feafon  by  froft,  and  the  entrance  into  the 
ether  difHcuit  in  ail  feafons  by  the  banks  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Iviilnnppi,  m.uft  certainly  lofe  ail  their  value  to  France, 
and  in  their  fall  involve  much  of  the  fortune  of  their  great 
fettlemxerts  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Both  nations  being  fully  perfuaded  of  this,  no  longer 
looked  on  the  affair  of  the  Ohio  as  a  matter  cf  indifference. 
They  prepared  to  cut  the  gordian  knot  of  the  long  and  in- 
tricate negotiation  by  the  fword.  Ships  were  fitted  out, 
and  fome  troops  fiiently  fent  off  from  Brefl.  General 
Braddcck  failed  to  Virginia  with  about  15CC  regular 
troops  j  24  men  of  v/ar  under  the  Admirals  Bof-  1755. 
cavv^en  and  Moftyn  were  ordered  to  America,  to  in- 
tercept the  French  fupplies.       Orders  were  fent  to  our 
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colonies  to  arm  ;  and  three  operations  were  actually  under- 
taken, one  againft  Fort  du  Quefne  under  Braddock  ;  the 
other  two  againft  the  French  forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
the  fort  of  Crown  Point  on  the  Frontiers  of  New  York. 
The  two  courts  in  the  mean  time  breathed  nothing  but 
peace,  and  exchanged  reciprocal  prcfeiiions  of  friendfhip, 
and  good  will,  which  deceived  neither  party. 

They  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  paflions  and  characters 
of  the  ruling  men  influence  all  public  concerns  as  much  as 
the  public  interefts  themfelves,  thought  they  faw  other 
caufcs  operating  to  haften  this  breach.  On  the  death  of 
a  great  Minifter,  which  happened  fome  time  before,  the 
adminiftration  was  new  moulded.  Some  perfons  then  taken 
in,  were  confidered  as  belonging  to  a  party  not  perfectly 
united  with  the  remains  of  the  old  adminiftration.  It  was 
thought,  that  the  leading  man  of  this  party  propofed  to 
work  out  the  old  Servants  of  the  crown,  in  order  to  make 
way  for  a  more  uniform  fyftem.  As  long  as  peace  fubfifts, 
government  is  fupported  by  itfelf ;  and  any  change  is  dif- 
iicult.  But  the  conduft  of  a  war,  is  a  thing  critical  to  a 
miniftry.  The  leader  of  this  party  therefore,  confcious  of 
his  own  talents,  which  all  men  acknowledged  to  be  con- 
fpicuous,  and  of  his  connexions  which  were  confiderable, 
warmly  pufhed  on  a  war,  feconded  by  the  fairnefs  of  the 
public  motives,  and  the  general  voice  of  the  people.  In 
this  war  his  friends  relied,  that  things  muft  neceffarily  be  fo 
embarrafled,  that  the  old  party  would  find  themfelves 
obliged  to  retire,  and  to  leave  the  ftage  clear  for  them  to 
ferve  their  country  according  to  their  own  plans,  and  on 
their  own  terms.  This  defign  was  believed  to  be  pufhed 
forward  by  another  great  man  of  that  party,  who  had  play- 
ed a  game  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  before,  and  in  whom 
an  advanced  age  had  not  abated  any  thing  of  his  natural 
fire  and  love  of  violent  councils. 

Things  came  to  a  crifis  by  the  taking  of  two  French 

men  of  war  by  the  Admirals  Bofcawen  andMof- 
June  10.  tyn.  The  operations  by  land  were  carried  on  v^^ith 

vigour  ;   but  whether  conducSted  with  equal  judg- 
ment, we  ftand  too  near  the  time  to  decide.     However,  the 

French   fort  at  Beaufejour  was  taken,  and  fooa 
•June  i6.  after  thofe  on  St.  John's  river  were  abandoned; 

by  which  we  remained  mafters  of  all  Nova  Scotia. 
The  principal  expcdilion  was  that  againft  Fort  du  Quefne, 

under 
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under  General  Braddock.  That  General  aboundino;  too 
much  In  his  own  fenfe  for  the  degree  of  military  knowledge 
he  poiTefled,  commanding  in  a  country  which  he  did  not 
know,  and  carrying  on  a  fpecies  of  war  in  v/hich  he  had  no 
experience,  fuffered  himfelf,  when  he  had  advanced  within 
10  miles  of  Fort  du  Quefne,  to  be  furprifed  by  an  ambuf- 
cade  of  French  and  Indians.  His  army  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  panic  from  the  unufual  appearance,  and  July  9. 
horried  cries  of  the  favages ;  they  fled  in  confu- 
fion  ;  they  were  totally  defeated  with  a  confiderable  flaugh- 
ter,  efpecially  of  their  officers.  The  General  himfelf,  after 
having  five  horfes  killed  under  him,  was  mortally  wounded; 
wiping  away  all  the  errors  of  his  conduct  by  an  honourable 
death  for  his  country. 

The  nation  was  fomething  confoled  for  this  lofs  in  the 
fignal  advantage  gained  by  General  Johnfon,  who  com- 
manded the  expedition  defigned  againlt  Crov;n 
Point.  He  was  attacked  in  his  intrenchmiCnts  by  Sep.  j. 
the  French  General  DiefKau,  but  the  afTailants 
wanting  cannon,  and  firing  from  too  great  a  diftance,  were 
totally  defeated,  and  Diefkau  himfelf  was  made  prifoner. 
This  victory,  tho'  very  honourable  for  Mr.  Johnfon  and 
the  provincial  troops  under  his  command,  yet  as  it  was 
gained  late  in  the  feafon,  and  as  the  army  was  in  no  very 
good  condition,  it  had  no  confequences.  On  the  v/hole, 
we  feemed,  after  allowing  for  this  victory,  and  for  the  dif- 
lodgment  of  the  French  from  Nova  Scotia,  to  have  had  the 
woril  part  in  the  campaign  ;  confidering  the  fanguine  ex- 
pe6tations  which  had  been  formed,  and  the  great  fuperiori- 
ty  of  ftrength  which  we  exerted,  or  were  able  to  have  ex- 
erted, in  that  part  of  the  world. 

During  this  fummer,  our  court  took  a  refolution  not  to 
wait  the  precarious  operation  of  our  arms  in  America  for 
redrefs  of  the  grievances  complained  of,  but  to  flrike  fuch 
a  blow  as  would  at  once  put  a  fecurity  into  our  hands,  for 
the  evacuating  the  places  the  enemy  had  fortified  in  our 
territories,  and  difable  them  in  the  two  mod  m.ateiial  points, 
the  refources  of  their  trade,  and  their  Teamen.  Their 
merchant  ibips  were  every  where  attacked,  as  if  war  had 
been  actually  declared,  and  vaft  numbers  brought  i'lto  our 
ports.  The  French  made  ail  Europe  r.  "-^^t^  ■  ■■"  -  — _^ 
plaints    of  what  they  called  a  proceed ii  A  > 

violation  of  the  law  of  nations  fo  flagrap  irpi^vsaeiit- 
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ed.     But,  whether  it  was  that  they  were  really  in  no  con- 
dition to  acSi,    or  that  they  intended, to  influence  the  other 
courts  in  their  favour,  by  a  fhew  of  extraordinary  modera- 
tion, they  contented  themfelves  with  this,  and  neither  de- 
clared war,  nor  made  any  fort  of  reprifal  for  feverai  months 
after.  At  lenght  they  began  to  acl  -,  feverai  bodies 
1756,        of  troops  moved  to  the  coafls  of  Picardy,  Nor- 
mandy and  Britany  ;  and  ail  things  threatened  an 
invafion  on  fome  part  of  this  kingdom.     Under  the  fhadow 
of  this  flratagem,   they  got  ready  in  the  harbour  of  Toulon 
a  fleet  of  twelve  men  of  war  of  the  line,  with  the  utmoft 
expedition,   v/hich  convoyed    an    army  of  about 
April  18.  1 1,000  men,  under    command  of  the  Duke  da 
Richiieu    to   the  ifland   of  Minorca.     In  a  few 
.     .,         days     they    opened     the    trenches    before    St» 

This  was  done  whilft  the  nation  trerpbled  under  a  fham.e- 
ful  panic,  too  public  to  be  concealed,  too  fatal  in  its  con- 
fequences  to  be  ever  forgotten.  The  real  invafion  did  not 
ieffen  qur  fears  of  the  imaginary  one  ;  it  threw  us  into  a 
confufion  that  fuffered  us  to  be  fenfible  of  nothing  but  our 
own  weaknefs.  We  did  not  look  upon  ourfelves  fufliciently 
fecured  by  the  arrival  of  the  Hanoverian  and  Heflian  troops> 
v.'hich  the  fame  weaknefs  had  induced  us  to  call  to  our  aflift- 
ancc.  The  minifrry  feemed  to  have  been  infected  v/:th  the 
common  terror ;  for  though  they  had  very  early  notice 
pf  thei  French  defigns,  fuch  was  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
invafion,  or  fuch  the  ill-contrived  difpofition  of  our  navy^ 
that  Admiral  Byno^  was  not  difpatched  to  the  Mediterranean 
before  the  5th  of  April,  and  then  with  a  fquadron  of  nq 
jnorc  than  10  fhips  of  the  line. 

The  engagement   with   the  French  fleet  under  M.  Ga- 

liflfoniere  ;  the  retreat  of  Byng  by  which  the  gar- 
May  12.    rifon  of  fort  St.  Philip  was  cut  off  from  all  hopes 

of  relief}    the  furrendcr  of  that   garrilbn    after 
June 29.  nine  weeks  open  trenches  ;  the  fentiments  of  the 

court  and  the  public,  on  the  different  m.erits  of 
the  governor  and  the  admiral ;  the  opppfition  of  fcm.e,  who 
thought  the  one  too  highly  honoured,  and  the  other  top 
feverely  cenfured  ;  and  the  mcafures  which  rather  indigna- 
tion at  our  lofkrs  and  difgraces,  than  a  cool  fenfe  of  things 
obliged  U5  to  take,  are  known  to  all  the  world.  Our  aifaiiS 
\verc  in.  fuch  a  Condition  that  we  were  driven  to  the  expe- 
dient 
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dient  of  a  court  martial  to  revive  the  Britifh  fpirit,  and  to 
ihe  unfortunate  necefiity  of  Tnedding  the  hlood  of   -r-^i 
nn  Admiral,  a  perfon  of  a  noble  fam.ily,  as  a  fa-       ^„\J^' 
crifice  to  the  difcipline  of  our  navy.  '  ^^' 

From  this  melancholy  pi-ilure,  let  us  turn  our  eyes  ano- 
ther way,  and  review  the  fteps  by  which  this  war  came 
to  involve  the  reft  of  the  contending  powers.  The 
French,  amongft  the  other  plans  they  formed  for  diftreffing 
our  affairs,  made  no  fecret  of  their  defign  of  attacking 
his  Majefty's  German  dominions.  Thefe  countries  evi- 
dently had  no  ibrt  of  connexion  with  the  matters  which 
gave  rife  to  the  war.  But  being  under  a  Sovereign  fo 
remarkably  affectionate  to  his  native  country  ;  they  judged 
he  might  be  terrified  into  a  relaxation  of  his  rights  in 
America,  to  preferve  Hanover  from  the  calamities  v/ith 
which  it  was  threatened.  Their  politics,  however,  in  this 
inftance  proved  as  unfuccefsfui  as  they  were  unjuft.  No 
motion  was  made  towards  an  abatement  in  our  claims  with 
regard  to  America ;  his  Majefty  took  other  methods  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  peace  of  Germany.  His  Britifh  fub- 
jects  by  their  reprefcntatives,  not  more  generoufly  than  rea- 
fonably,  refolved  to  defend  the  Hanoverians  if  attacked  in 
their  quarrel.  To  anfwer  this  purpofe,  the  miniftry  enter- 
ed into  a  fubiidy  treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruilia,  in 
virtue  of  which  fhe  was  to  hold  55,000  men  in  readinefs 
to  be  fent  on  a  requifition  wherever  the  Biitifn  fervice  re- 
quired. 

The  alliance  with  Ruffia  was  chofen  for  reafons  which 
were  then  fuincientiy  plaufible ;  though  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  can  never  fubfift  again.  The  long  ill  underitanding 
betv/een  the  King  of  Pruflia  and  our  court,  and  his  clofe 
connexion  with  that  of  Verfailles,  raifed  no  ill-grounded 
apprehenfions  that  he  might  be  induced  to  a6l  a  dangerous 
part  on  this  occafion.  Ruilia  was  therefore  a  proper  ally, 
who  had  both  a  political  and  perfonal  enm.ity  to  this  m^o- 
narch,  and  v/ho  would  be  fure  to  em.ploy  a  great  power 
with  great  vigour  in  fuch  a  caufe.  But  this  fyitem  was  in 
a  iiiort  time  totally  reverfed.  The  King  of  Pruiiia  had 
been  top  well  apprifed  of  the  clofe  conjundiion  of  the  courts 
of  Peterfburg  and  Vienna,  and  of  the  real  motive  to  that 
conjundiion,  to  have  the  leaft  defign  of  embroiling  himfelf 
with  England.  Matters  were  therefore  very  foon  explain- 
ed, and  the  t^reaty  between  his  PrulTian  m.^jcily  and  this 
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court,  to  keep  all  foreigners  out  of  the  Empire,  was  figned 
at  London  in  January  1756.  Thefe  treaties  were  cenlured 
as  inconfiltent  with  each  other;  but  in  reality  they  were 
confiftent  enough,  aiming  precifely  at  the  fame  object,  tO;. 
oppofe  the  fchemes  meditated  by  France  for  difturbing  the 
affairs  of  Germany. 

If  refle6ting  on  the  fentiments  of  thefe  courts,  there  was 
fomething  unexpe6ted  in  the  alliance  between  great  Bri- 
tain and  Pruilia  ;  it  was  foon  follov/ed  by  another  alliance  of 
a  nature  infinitely  more  furprifmg.  The  Emprefs  Qiieen 
of  Hungary,  finding  England  in  no  difpofition  to  co-operate 
in  her  defigns,  had  recourfe  to  other  meafures.  The  houfe 
of  Auflria,  which  had  formerly  united  Europe  to  preferve 
her  from  the  power  of  France,  now  entered  herfeif  into  the 
mofi:  intimate  union  with  that  pov/er.  By  this  extraordinary 
revolution  the  whole  political  fyftem  of  Europe  afiumed 
a  new  face ;  it  was  indeed  a  revolution  fo  extraordinary, 
that  we  {hall  be  juftified  if  we  interrupt  the  courfe  of  this 
narrative,  to  ]o9k  back  at  the  caufes  which  produced  it. 

The  houfe  of  firandenbourg,  a  little  more  than  two  cen- 
turies ago,  was  in  a  very  humble  condition.  But  by  the 
part  fhe  took  in  the  reformation,  which  put  into  her  hands 
the  eftates  of  the  Teutonic  order;  by  a  marriage  from 
which  fhe  acquired  the  duchy  of  Cleves ;  and  by  an  un- 
common fucceffion  of  able  princes  who  carefully  improved 
every  turn  in  the  affairs  of  Gcrmiany  to  their  advantage, 
fhe  raifed  herfeif  by  degrees  to  a  confiderable  flate,  to  an 
ele6lorate,  and  at  lall  to  a  royalty,  not  only  in  name  but  in 
pov/er.  The  late  King  of  Pruilia,  in  order  to  llrengthen 
this  power,  though  he  paft  almoft  his  whole  reign  in  the 
moll:  profound  peace,  gave  his  whole  attention  to  his  army ; 
frugal  in  all  other  refpe6i:s,  in  this  alone  he  was  expenfive; 
it  was  his  bufmefs,  and  what  was  perhaps  of  greater  mo- 
ment, it  was  his  only  diverfion.  Thus  in  a  reign  apparently 
inacSlive,  there  was  always  kept  up  an  army  of  near  ico,cco 
men,  in  as  much  exercife  as  they  could  have  in  war,  and 
formed  with  them.olf  perfect  difcipline. 

When  his  prefent  Majefty  came  to  the  throne,  he  imme- 
diately (hewed  a  difpofition  of  employing  efteeiually  that 
military  force,  which  his  father  had  fpent  his  life  only  in 
forming  and  training.  He  managed  his  difpute  with  the 
Bifhop  of  Eiegc  by  the  fummary  method  of  force;  and 
fccmed  difpofcd  to  carry  all  things  with  fo  high  an  hand,  as 

made 
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inade  him  indeed  much  refpeded,  but  much  dreaded  too 
by  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  who   fiiw   that   there   was 
another  power   to  be    feared   in  Germany,  befides  that  of 
Auftria.     But  thefewere  fmall  matters,  rather  figns  of  the 
difpofition  of  this  Prince,  than  exertions  of  it.     He  medi- 
tated much  greater  things  ;  and   only  waited  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  good  the  antient  claims  of  his  family  on  the 
moil:  confiderable  part  of  the  dutchy  of  Silefia.     I'he  right 
to  that  dutchy  had  been  a  very  intricate   affair ;  but    the 
houfe    of  Auftria  availing  herfelf  of  the  greatnefs  of  her 
power,  and  of  a  diflention  between  the  Elector  Frederick 
II.  and  his  fon,  prevailed  with  the  Eleilor  to  give  up  that 
right  for  an  equivalent ;  then  fhe  perfuaded  his  fon  to  con- 
iirra  the  treaty ;  and  at  the  fame  time  for  a  trivial  confi- 
deration  to  give  up    the  equivalent   itfelf.     The  King  of 
Pruiiia,  not  thinking  himfelf  bound  by  thefe  afts,  though 
.  confirmed  be  a.  long  pofieflicn,  took  advantage  of  hi^  ov/n 
power,  and  the  embarralTed  circumftances  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  to  refume  v/hat  their  power  and  the  embarrafled 
circumftances  of  his  family  had  formicrly  deprived  him  of. 
For  immxcdiately  on  the  death   of  Charles  the  6th, 
when  the   Aullrian  greatnefs    feemed   irrecoverably     Dec. 
loft,  he  entered  into  Silefia,  and  made  himfelf  m.after  174c. 
of  the  w^hole  country  with  little  oppofition.     Then 
uniting  with  the  French   and  Bavarians,  he  fecured    his 
conquefts  by  two  decifive  victories,   andbyatrea-    y 
ty  which  yielded  him  the  greateft  part  of   Silefia  ^^^^    ^' 
and  the  whole  county  of  Glatz.     But  the  caufe      -^742? 
of  the  Emperor  which  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  embraced, 
foon  caufed  a  renewal  of  hoftilities  j  the  Queen  of 
Hungary    faw   herfelf  defeated   in    three    pitched  June  2, 
battles;  her  nev/ ally  the  King  of  Poland,  driven      1744, 
from   his   German   dominions,  and  the   King  of 
Pruftia  entering  Drefden  in  triumph,    where   he  gave  the 
law  in  a  treaty,  by  v/hich  Silefia  w^as  once  more 
folemnly  confirmed  to  him:  in  return  to  which  Dec.  1745. 
he  guarantied  to  the  Qi^ieen  of  Hungary  the  reft 
of  her  dominions. 

The  Qiieen  of  Hungary  coi;ld  not  cafily  lofe  the  me- 
mory of  the  wound  fhe  had  received  in  the  lofs  of  one  of 
the  fineft  and  richeft  parts  of  all  her  dominions.  Silefia, 
which  fhe  had  juft  yielded,  extended  in  length  200  miles 
along  the  courll'  of  the  large  and   navigable  river  Oder. 

A 
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A  country  of  the  moft  exquifite  fertility  and  higheft  cultiva- 
tion ;  abounding  -^ith  men,  abounding  with  valuable  manu- 
fa(5lures,  and  yielding  a  clear  yearly  revenue  of  800,000 
pounds  flerling.  The  peace  was  hardly  concluded  by  which 
fhe  refigned  this  valuable  territory^  than  flie  let  on  foot 
pra6i:ices  for  recovering  it.  She  entered  into  a  treaty  with 
the  court  of  Peterfbourg,  of  an  innocent  and  firnply  defen- 

five  nature,  fo  far  as  appeared  to  the  puolic ;  but 

May  22,  fix  fecret  and  feparate  articles  vvere  added  to  it , 

1746,     one  of  v/hich  provides,  that  in  cafe  his  Pruffian 

majefty  fhould  attack  her  majef!:y  the  Emprefs 
-Queen,  or  the  Emprefs  of  RufHa,  or  even  the  republic  of 
Poland,  that  this  attack  fhould  be  confidercd  as  a  breach  of 
the  treaty  of  Drefden ;  that  the  right  of  the  ErPxprcfs  Queen 
to  Silefia  ceded  by  that  treaty  fhould  revive ;  and  that  the 
contracting  powers  fhould  mutually  furnifh  an  army  of 
6o,coo  men  to  re-invefl  the  Emprefs  Qj^ieen  with  that 
dutchy. 

To  this  fo  extraordinary  a  treaty,  the  King  of  Poland 
was  invited  to  accede  ;  and  he  did  fo  far  accede  to  it,  as  to 
ihew  he  perfeclly  agreed  in  his  fentiments  with  thefe  courts. 
But  his  fituation  in  the  jaws  of  a  formidable  enemy,  and  the 
experience  of  pafTed  misfortunes,  had  rendered  him  fo 
v/eary,  that  he  declined  figning  the  treaty ;  but  flill,  with 
the  confent  of  the  parties  concerned,  whom  he  fully  con- 
vinced of  his  refolution  to  co-operate  in  all  their  meafures. 
He  defired  and  they  agreed,  that  in  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms 
he  fhould  have  a   fhare  in   the  fpoil,  on   the  footing  of  a 

treaty  for  the  eventual   portion,  of  the  King  of 

May  18,  Prufiia's  dominions  made  in   the  laft  war.     On 

1745.     thefe  conditions  the  King  of  Poland  without  a£i:u- 

ally  figning,  was  underflood,  and  received  as  a 
party  to  the  treaty  of  Peterfbourg. 

Inconfequence  of  thefe  meafures,  all  fort  of  means  were 
employed  to  embroil  the  King  of  PrulVia's  affairs  in  the 
North,  and  particularly  to  render  him  perfonally  odious  to 
the  Czarina.  When  their  machinations  had  taken  full  ef- 
fc6l,  and  Rufnawas  fixed  in  an  unalterable  enmity  to  that 
monarch,  preparations  of  magazines  and  armies  were  made 
in  Bohemia  and  Moravia;  and  the  King  of  Poland,  under 
pretence  of  a  military  amufement,  drew  together  about 
16000  men,  with  which  he  occupied  the  flrong  and  im- 
portant Poit  of  Pirna.     The  Qi'ccn  of  Huneary  fa  w  that  fhe 

flood 
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ftccu  in  need  of  yet  ftronger  fupports  than  thefe  in  the 
arduous  bufinefs  fhe  had  undertaken.  She  found  that  Great 
Britaiii,  which  had  often  done  fo  much  for  her  diflrefs, 
would  do  little  for  her  ambition  :  fhe  therefore  had  recourfe 
to  France,  who  joyfully  accepted  an  alliance,  that  promifed 
to  confound  the  whole  Germanic  body,  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  Emprefs  at  Verfailles  the  ift  of  May  1756,  a  re- 
markable aera  in  the  political  hiftory  of  Europe. 

The  fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Peterfbourg,  the 
fountain  of  the  prefent  troubles,  and  the  fteps  taken  to  put 
that  treaty  in  execution,  though  formed  and  carried  on 
with  as  much  fecrecy  as  earneftnefs,  could  not  efcape  the 
vigilance  of  his  Pruflian  majefty,  who  watched  ail  their  mo- 
tions, and  had  perfect  intelligence  of  their  moft  hidden  de- 
figns.  When,  therefore,  he  perceived  that  by  the  breach 
between  England  and  France,  the  Emprefs  Queen  would 
take  advantage  of  thefe  troubles  to  avail  hcikli  of  her  al- 
liances and  her  armament;  he  ordered  his  minifter  at  Vienna 
to  demand  a  clear  explication,  and  proper  afl'urances  con- 
cerning the  preparations  he  faw  making:  and  receiving  only 
a  dry  and  equivocal  anfwer,  that  the  Emprefs  had  taken 
meafures  for  her  own  fecurity  and  that  of  her  allies  and 
friends,  the  King  believed  himfelf  no  longer  bound  to  pre- 
ferve  any  terms  ;  a  dangerous  war  was  to  be  kept  out  of  his 
own  territories  at  any  rate 5  ?tna  being  always  in  perfect  rea- 
(linefs  for  a6lion,  he  fell  upon  Saxony  with  a  confiderable 
army. 

At  firft  the  King  of  Pruffia  feemed  only  to  demand  a 
free  pafTage  for  his  troops,  and  an  obfervance  of 
the  neutrality  profeiTed  by  the  King  of  Poland  ;  Aug.  29. 
but  as  he  had  very  good  reafon  to  diflruft  fuch  a 
neutrality,  he  dem.anded  as  a  fecurity,  that  the  Saxon 
troops  fhould  quit  the  itrong  poft  they  occupied,  and  dif- 
perfe  themfelve  im.mediately.  This  demand  v^as  refufed, 
and  the  King  of  PruiTia  in  confequence  of  that  refufal^ 
immediately  formed  a  fort  of  blockade  about  the  Saxon 
camp  at  Pima,  with  a  view  to  reduce  it  by  famine,  fincc 
its  inaccefiible  fituation  rendered  an  attack  unadvifeable. 
There  were  in  Bohemia  two  Auftrian  armies  under  M. 
Brown  and  M.  Picolomini  ;  to  keep  them  in  awe,  M. 
Schv/erin  had  entered  Bohemia  from  the  county  of  Glatz ; 
and  M.Keith  had  penetrated  into  that  kingdom  on  the  fide 
of  Mifnia.  But  the  King  of  Prulfia,  not  entirely  confiding 
in  thefe  difpofitions  ?  and  Hill  apprehenfive  that  M.  Brown 

might 
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might  be  able  to  convey  fome  relief  to  the  Saxons,  refolv- 
ed  to  bring  him  to  action,  to  the  fuccefs  of  which  he  knew 
his  own  prefence  would  greatly  contribute.  He  therefore 
left  the  blockade  of  the  Saxon  army,  joined  his  forces  under 

Keith,  and  eng-ao-ed   the  Auflrians  at  Lowofitz. 
Dec.  I.     Here  he  obtained  a  vidtory,  which  though  it  was 

not  undifputed  with  regard  to  the  field  cf  battle, 
yet  with  regard  to  the  confequences  it  was  as  decilive  as 
could  be  wilhed.  M.  Brown  found  it  impracticable  to  re- 
lieve the  Saxons,  notwithftanding  the  judicious  efforts  he 
made  for  that  purpofe;  and  that  Army,  after  a  vain  attempt 
to  retire  from  their  difficult  pofl,  which  had  one  fault,  that 
it  v/as  as  diff-cult  to  lesve  it  as  to  force  it,  were  obliged  to 
furrender  prifoners  of  war.  The  King  of  Poland  quitted 
his  German  dominions ;  and  the  PrufHans  took  up  their 
winter  quarters  in  Saxony,  feized  upon  the  revenues,  levied 
exorbitant  contributions,  and  obliged  the  country  to  furnifh 
recruits.  This  unhappy  people  faw  their  country  exhauft- 
ed,  and  forced  to  bear  the  burthen  of  a  war  againft  itfelf. 
It  was  then  that  the  King  of  Pruilia  confulting  the  rules 
of  policy  more  than  thofe  of  politenefs,  made  himfelf  maf- 
ter  of  the  archieves  at  Drefden,  in  doing  which  fomerough- 
pxefs  was  ufed  towards  the  Qiieen  ;  but  he  made  himfelf 
amends  for  the  clamour  induftrioufly  raifed  on  this  pretence, 
bv  acquiring  the  originals  of  thefe  pieces,  which  evinced 
to  the  world  the  reality  of  the  defign  againft  him,  and 
which  therefore  in  a  great  meafure  juftified  the  means  he 
had  taken  to  come  at  them,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary 
feverities  he  ufed  towards  the  unfortunate  Saxons. 

CHAP.   n. 

^tate  of  the  Englijh  7nwijtry.  ^he  charat^ers  and  defigns 
of  the  Jeveral  faSl'ions.  A  coahuon.  OjiLcgo  taken  by 
the  French,  Calcutta  taken  by  the  Nabob.  Jngria  re- 
duced  by  Admiral  Wat f on, 

WHILST  the  King  of  Fruffia  paiTed  the  winter 
in  the  mod  vigorous  preparations  for  carrying  on 
the  war,  his  ally  Great  Britain  prefented  a  very  different 
face  of  things.  The  lofs  of  Minorca  plunged  the  people 
into  the  utmofl  grief  mixed  with  fhame,  for  fuch  a  blot 
on  the  national    honour,  and  with  indignation  not  only 

againit 
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againft  thofe  who  had  aded  weakly,  but  thofe  who  had 
proved  Lnfufficiently  for  the  Ids  cf  that  Important  pcfTefrion. 
The  public  refentment  which  at  firft  feemed  to  have 
no  other  object  than  Byng,  was  foon  turned  againft  the 
miniftry.  The  clamour  in  parliamicnt  was  great ;  without 
doors  it  was  exceilive.  Addrefles  praying  a  ftrift  enquiry 
into  the  caufe  of  our  misfortunes,  were  prefcnted  from. 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  miniftry,  notwithftandin^ 
this  general  difcontent,  had  a  real  ftrength^  and  they 
might  have  ftood,  had  they  agreed  amongft  themfelves. 
The  commons  could  not  be  brought  to  any  angry 
votes ;  and  the  refult  of  the  enquiry  into  the  lofs  of 
Minorca,  was  as    favourable    as  they  could  have   v/ifhed. 

But  Mr.  F X  thought   it    not    advifeable  to  bear  a  large 

proportion  of  the  odium  caufed  by  counfels,  in  which  he 
had  little  fhare.  Perhaps  he  thought  this  embarrairment, 
a  fituation  not  unfavourable  to  the  arrangement  he  had 
always  aimed  at  ?  he  therefore  fuddenly  threw  up  an  em- 
ployment, which  he  hoped  to  refume  augmented  with 
greater  power. 

On  the  removal  of  this  principal  prop,  the  whole  ftruc- 
ture    of  the    miniftry   fell    to   pieces.     The  D.  ofN.  the 
Ld.    Ch.    the    hrft    lord  of  the   admiralty  refigned  \    and 
the  chiefs  of  the  party  by  whofe  mancsuvres  they 
were  difplaced,  naturally  fucceeded   to    the  ma-     Dec.  4, 
nagem.ent    of  affairs.     They   who    had  refigned      1756. 
gave  them  no  apparent  oppoiition  in  parliam.ent ; 
but  whether    it   was,  that    the    new  miniftry  v/ere  them- 
felves  too    frefti    from    oppofition,  and   feme  of  them  too 
full  of  the  popular  manners  that  introduced  them  to  court 
to   be    perfedly    agreeable  in  the  clofet,  or  that  they  had 
made   their  bottom  too  narrow,  after  holding   their  em- 
ployments  for  fome  months,  to  the  great   concern   of  the 
public,  they   in  their  turn  were  obliged   to  quit 
their  pofts.     Thus  was   the  helm  of  government    April  5. 
a  fecond     time     abandoned.        The  cafe  cf  the      1757. 
King  and   the  nation  was   at  that  j^undlure  truly 
deplorable.     We  were  without  any  ally  who  could  do  us 
the  leaft    fervice,  engaged  in  a  war  hitherto  unfuccefsful, 
with  the  moft  formidable  powder   in  Europe;  we  almoft 
defpaired    of  our   military  virtue;    public  fpirit  appeared 
utterly  extlnguilhed,  whilft  the  rage  of  fadion  burned  with 
the  utmoft  violence;  our  operations  were  totally  fufpend- 

ed: 
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cd  :  and  having  no  miniftry  eftablifhed,  we  had  no  plan  to 
follow. 

Three  fa6lIons  divided  the  ruling  men  of  the  nation, 
for  the  grofs  of  the  people  feemed  to  have  no  further  views 
than-  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  by  v/hatever  means 
that  could  be  brought  about ;  the  firfl  of  thefe  factions 
was  compofed  of  thofe  who  had  grown  to  place  and  power, 
or  had  formed  their  connexions  under  the  old  miniflry. 
They  were  fome  of  the  mod  rei'peclable  perfons  in  the 
nation,  and  had  undoubtedly  the  greatefl  parliamentary 
intereft.  They  had  at  the  fame  time  another  intereil 
hardly  lefs  confiderable,  that  of  the  monied  people  ;  but  in 
fome  points,  and  thofe  material  too,  they  were  weak. 
They  v/ere  not  at  all  popular ;  a  niatter  of  great  confi^ 
deration  in  a  government  like  ours ;  and  they  were  fup- 
pofed  by  the  grofs  of  the  people,  not  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  great  political  abilities. 

The  fecond  fadiion,  though  not  fufpe<9:ed  of  the  want 
of  fufficient  ability,  was  yet  more  unpopular  than  the 
former  j  they  had  not  attempted  to  preferve  even  the  ap- 
pearances efiential  to  popularity;  and  to  them  the  m.ore 
efiential,  as  their  parliam-entary  ftrength  was,  however 
refpe<5lable,  much  inferior  to  the  firfb.  If  their  inHuence 
at  one  court  was  able  to  ballance  that  of  the  old  miniftry, 
by  means  of  a  then  powerful  connexion,  that  very  con- 
nection made  them  far  worfe  at  another  court,  and  worfe 
with  the  generality  of  the  people,  who  entertained  or  pre- 
tended at  leaft  to  entertain,  fufpicions  of  a  nature  the  more 
dangerous,  as  they  were  only  dropped  in  hints  and  whif- 
pers,  and  never  could  come  to  a  full  and  open  explana- 
tion. 

The  third  party,  had  little  parliamentary  and  lefs  court 
iniluence ;  but  they  had  a  prodigious  popularity,  which 
fupplied  every  other  defe^i:.  The  abilities  of  their  leader 
were  of  the  moft  (hining  kind  ;  his  application  equal  to 
his  abilities;  his  difmtereltednefs  was  confefled  by  his  ene- 
mies; and  though  it  would  have  fhined  in  the  days  of  he- 
roifm,  was  now  the  more  valued,  iind  fct  off  to  the  greater 
advantage  by  the  general  felfifhnefs  which  prevailed  among 
the  men  of  bufmefs.  The  nation  repofed  the  m.oft  perfedl 
confidence  in  his  integrity  and  love  to  his  country.  This 
party,  confcious  where  its  flrength  lay,  cultivated  with 
great   care    the   popularity    which  was  the   bafis    of  their 

power  y 
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powers   even   perhaps    fo  as  to  impair  on  fome  occauon 
the  dignity  of  government. 

Thefe  three  fad:ions  differed  from  each  other  extremely 
with  regard  to  pewer,  the  gnmd  objecl  of  all  faclions.  But 
in  the  general  fcheme  of  their  politics,  the  two  firfl  v/ere 
pretty  much  agreed.  Looking  on  France  as  the  moft  ccn- 
llant  and  moit  dangerous  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  they 
dreaded  the  increafe  of  her  power  and  influence  among  the 
neighbouring  nations  as  the  greatefl  of  all  evils.  To  pre- 
vent fo  dangerous  an  aggrandifement,  they  thought  it 
fibfolutely  necefl'ary  to  preferve  a  conftant  attention  to  the 
ballance  of  power,  and  to  feek  our  particular  fafety  and 
liberty  in  the  general  fafety  and  liberty  of  Europe.  A 
clofe  conne£lion  v/as  therefore  to  be  kept  up  with  the 
powers  of  the  continent,  not  only  by  continual  negotiati- 
ons, but  by  large  fubfidies,  and  even  by  afTifting  them  v/ith 
our  troops  if  the  occafion  fhouid  require  fuch  affiftance. 
For  this  purpofe,  as  well  as  to  fecure  the  more  efiectually 
our  prefent  happy  eftablifhment,  a  confiderable  regular 
land  force  ought  to  be  conftantly  m.aintained.  Our  navy, 
they  thought,  ought  by  no  means  to  be  neglefted ;  but 
it  was  only  to  be  cultivated  and  employed  fubferviently 
to  the  more  comprehenfive  continental  fyltem.  Thefe 
parties  were  far  from  being  friends  to  arbitrary  power, 
or  in  any  fort  averfe  to  parliaments  ;  they  loved  the  confti- 
tution  ;  but  they  were  for  preferving  the  authority  of  go- 
vernment entire,  and  in  its  utmoft  lawful  force.  To  make 
governm.ent  more  eafy,  knowing  that  m.any  would  diflurb 
it,  from  difaffedlion  or  difguft,  or  miftaken  notions  of 
liberty,  they  thought  it  juft  to  rule  men  by  their  interefts, 
if  they  could  not  by  their  virtues,  and  they  had  long 
been  in  the  pradice  of  procuring  a  majority  in  parliament, 
by  the  dlftribution  of  the  numerous  lucrative  places  and 
employments  which  our  conftitution  leaves  in  the  difpofal 
of  the  Crown.  Several  believed  that  no  other  method  was 
practicable,  ccnfidering  the  nature  of  mankind,  and  our 
particular  form  of  governm-ent. 

But  the  third  and  popular  party,  was  influenced  by 
different  principles.  They  looked  indeed  on  the  power  of 
France  in  the  fame  light  with  the  two  former,  and  were 
of  the  lam.e  opinion  concerning  the  neceffity  of  fettin^- 
bounds  to  it.  In  the  means  or  attaining  this  end  thev 
differed.     Our  fituation  they  thought  di-flated  a  narrower, 

but 


1 6  ^he  History  of  the  War.  ^731- 

but  a  mere  natural,  a  fafer,  and  a  lefs  expenfive  plan  of 
politics,  than  that  which  had  been  .dopted  by  the  other 
party.  We  ought  never  to  forget,  faid  they,  that  we  are 
an  illand  :  and  that  this  circiimilance,  lb  favourable  both 
to  our  political  and  to  our  civil  liberty,  prefcribes  to  us  a 
condu6t  very  different  from  that  of  any  other  nation. 
Our  natural  ftrength  \i  a  maritime  flrength,  as  trade  is 
our  natural  employment ;  thefe  muft  always  go  hand  in 
hand,  and  they  mutually  fupport  each  other.  But,  if 
turning  our  back  to  our  real  interefts,  and  abandoning  our 
natural  element,  we  enter  that  inextricable  labyrinth  of 
continental  politics ;  if  we  make  ourfelves  parties  in 
every  controverfy;  if  we  exhauft  our  wealth  in  purchafmg 
the  ufelefs  and  precarious  friendfhip  of  every  petty  prince 
or  ftate ;  if  we  wafte  the  blood  of  our  people  in  all  the 
quarrels  that  may  arife  on  the  continent;  fo  far  from  go- 
ino-  in  the  right  way  to  reduce  France,  that  we  attack  her 
on  the  ftrong  fide,  and  only  deftroy  ourfelves  by  our  ill  judg- 
ed efforts  againft  the  enemy.  That  we  can  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  the  fuperiority  of  France  on  the  continent,  whilft 
w^e  preferve  our  fuperiority  at  fea  ;  that  we  can  always  cut 
the  finews  of  the  enemy's  ftrength  by  deftroying  their 
traffic  ;  that  to  fear  an  invafion  from  a  power  weak  in  its 
marine,  is  the  idleft  of  all  fears  ;  that  in  cafe  an  invafion 
v/ere  poilible,  a  well  trained  national  militia,  fupplying  by 
their  zeal  the  .defeats  of  their  difcipline,  would  prove  our 
beft  protedlion  ;  that  a  landing  army  is  in  whatever  fbape 
dangerous  to  freedom ;  and  that  a  government  like  ours^ 
connected  by  its  very  efTence  with  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jecl:,  can  never  be  in  want  of  the  fupports  of  defpodc  power. 
As  little  is  parliamentary  influence  necefl'iry.  A  govern- 
ment pleafmg  to  the  pcx^ple,  as  every  good  government 
muft  be,  can  never  be  generally  oppofed  i  and  men  need 
no  bribes  to  perfuade  them  to  their  duty. 

Thefe  notions,  fo  oppofite  in  their  extreams,  might  be 
reconciled  in  a  medium,  and  ufed  to  temper  each  other, 
I'or  as,  on  one  hand,  it  would  be  very  abfurd  to  make  no 
•fort  of  advantage  ofourinfular  fituation,  but  to  engage  in 
all  the  bufmefs  of  the  continent  without  refcrve,  and  to 
plunge  ourfelves  into  real  evils  out  of  a  dread  of  pofTible 
mifchiefs;  fo  on  the  other  hand,  to  think  ourfi^lves  wholly 
unconcerned  in  the  fortunes  of  our  neighbours  on  the 
continent,  or  to  think  of  aiding  them   in  any  cafe,  only 
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by  the  way  of  diverfion  with  our  fleets,  would  be  a  way 
of  proceeding,  ftill  more  extravagant  than  the  former.  If 
fuch  notions  were  reduced  to  pradice,  we  might  foon  lofe 
all  thofe  advantages  derived  from  a  fituation  which  we 
abufed. 

The  reafonablenefs  of  fuch  a  temperament,  could  not 
be  perceived  during  the  ferment  of  that  time,  in  which 
thefe  topics  were  bandied  to  and  fro  with  infinite  heat. 
The  refignation,  or  rather  deprivation,  of  the  popular  mi- 
niftry,  only  increafed  their  popularity,  and  the  general 
difcontent ;  the  people  could  not  believe  that  good  mea- 
fures  could  be  purfued,  when  thofe,  in  whom  alone  they 
confided,  were  not  employed ;  almoft  all  the  corporations 
of  the  kingdom  prefented  the  deprived  minifters  with  their 
freedom,  and  addrefled  them  in  the  warmeft  manner,  tefti- 
fying  the  moft  intire  approbation  of  their  condu(Sl,  and 
the  fincereft  concern  to  fee  them  out  of  employment. 

This  conflid  between  an  old  eftablifhed  intereft,  and  the 
torrent  of  popularity,  continued  for  along  time,  and  the 
nation  was  almoft  ruined  by  it.  It  is  not  eafy,  nor  perhaps 
quite  proper,  to  attempt  to  trace  the  fteps  by  which  fo  hap- 
py a  coalition,  as  we  have  feen  take  place,  was  brought 
about.  But  it  was  formed  in  fuch  manner,  has  held  to-» 
gether  with  fuch  folidity,  and  produced  fuch 
excellent  efFe6ls,  as  I  believe  the  moft  fanguine  June  29. 
could  not  have  hoped  for  at  that  time.  Mr.  P.  1757. 
was  again  reftored  to  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
ftate,  the  D.  of  N.  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  treafury, 
Mr.  F,  was  appointed  paymafter  of  the  forces.  This  ar- 
rangement, which  gave  very  general  fatisfa6lion,  was  how- 
ever difliked  by  thofe,  whom  their  violent  attachment  to 
their  party  had  infpired  with  a  narrow  and  exclufive  fpirit. 
It  was  the  b&ft  meafure,  becaufe  it  was  an  healing  mea- 
fure ;  and  it  was  little  lefs  than  impoffible  for  any  parti- 
cular party  to  carry  on  public  bufinefs  on  its  fingle  bot- 
tom. 

It  was  high  time  that  our  domeftic  dilTentions  fhould  be 
compofed   at  laft.     From  every  quarter   of  the 
world,  in  which  we  had  any  concern,  we  heard  Aug.  14. 
of  nothing  but  lofles  and  calamities.     In  America      1756. 
we  loft  the  Fort  of  Ofwego.     That  fort,  fitua- 
ted    at  the  mouth    of  the  'Onondaga   river,   commanded 
a  commodious  harbour  on  the  Lake  Ontario.     It  was  built 
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by  General  Shirley,  and  defigned  to  cover  the  country  of 
the  Five  Nations^  to  fecure  the  Indian  trade;  to  interrupt 
the  CQmmunicaticn  between  the  French  northern  and 
fouthern  eftablimments  J  and  to  open  a  way  to  our  arms  to 
attack  the  forts  of  Frontenac  and  Niagara.  For  thefe 
purpofes,  fome  frigates  had  been  fitted  out  for  cruizing, 
and  a  number  of  boats  prepared  for  the  tranfportation  of 
troops ;  but  they  all  fell  to  the  enemy  with  the  fort,  where 
100  pieces  of  cannon  were,  and  a  coniiderable  quantity  of 
provifion.  1600  men  were  made  prifoners  of  war.  The 
place  made  but  a  trifling  refillance,  fcarce  holding  out 
three  days  ;  the  attempts  to  relieve  it  were  too  late.  The 
French  demolifhed  the  fort. 

Our  lolTcs  were  not  confined  to  America,  The  E.  India 
company  received  a  blow,  which  would  have  fhaken  an 
eftablifhment  of  lefs  flrength  to  its  foundations.  The  news 
of  the  war  betv/een  France  and  England  had  not  yet  reach- 
ed India,  but  a  new  and  very  formidable  enemy  v/as  raifed 
up  in  that  quarter.  The  Nabob  of  Bengal  (the  Nabobs 
are  a  fpecies  of  viceroys  to  the  Grand  Mogul,  grown 
aimoft  independent  in  their  feveral  provinces,)  irritated  at 
the  protection  given  to  one  of  his  fubje(51:s  in  the  Englifh 
fort  of  Calcutta,  and,  as  it  is  faid,  at  the  refufal  of  fome 
duties  to  which  he  claimed  a  right,  levied  a  great  army, 
and  laid  fiege  to  that  place.  The  Governor,  terrified  by 
the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  abandoned  the  fort  with  feve- 
ral of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  fettlement,  who  faved 
themfelves  with  their  mofl  valuable  efFeds  on  board  the 
(hips, 

Thus  deferted.  Mr.  Hollwel,  the  fecond  in  command, 
bravely  held  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity,  with  a  few 
gallant  friends,  and  the  remains  of  a  feeble  garrifon.  A 
very  noble  defence  was  infufficicnt  to  keep  an  untenable 
place,  or  to  aft'ect    an  ungenerous  enemy.     The  fort  was 

taken,  and  the  garrifon  being  made  prifoners, 
June 26.  were  thrufl  into   a  narrow  dungeon.     Hollwel, 

with  a  few  others,  came  out  alive,  to  paint  a 
fcene  of  the  mofl  cruel  diilrefs  which  perhaps  human 
nature  ever  fuffered.  The  Ealt  India  company  loft  their 
principal  fettlement  in  Bengal,  and  a  fort,  which  fecured 
to  them  the  mofl  valuable  part  of  their  trade. 

In  the  fpace  of  this  unfortunate  yewr,  we  were  Gripped 
of  Minorca  and  Ofwe^oj    WQ  apprehended   an   invaiioa 
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of  Great  Britain  itfelf :  our  councils  were  torn  to  pieces 
by  factions  ;    and   our  military  force  was  every  where  in 

contempt.  Amidil  thefe  lollcs,  we  confidered  as 
Feb.  13.    fome  advantage,    the  reduction  of  the  principal 

fort  of  Angria,  a  piratical  prince,  who  had  been 
many  years  troublefome  to  the  Englifh  trade  in  the  Eaft 
Indies.  This  fervice  was  performed  by  Admiral  Watfon 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

CHAP.     III. 


Btate  of  the  confederacy  Ggainjl  the  King  cf  PruJJta,  French 
pafs  the  IVefer.  King  of  Fruffia  enters  Bohemia.  Battle 
of  Fragile.  Frague  invejled.  Count  Daim  takes  the  com- 
mand  of  the  Aujhian  army ,     Battle   cf  Colin. 

WHAT  turn  the  Englifh  politics  were  like  to  take 
in  the  year  1759,  feemed  for  fome  time  uncertain. 
The  new  miniftry  did  not  feem  well  eftablifhed  ;  nor  was 
it  well  known,  whether  they  would  purfue  the  plans  and 
preferve  the  connections  of  the  old,  A.broad,  every  thing 
was  prepared  for  Opening  the  campaign  with  the  utmolt 
eclat.     Ail  Europe  vr as  in  motion. 

France,  in  order  to  demonftrate  to  the  Qiieen  of  Hun- 
gary, the  advantageous  choice  fhe  had  m.ade  in  conneding 
herfelf  with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  formed  two  great  ar- 
mies. The  firfl:  was  ccm.pofed  of  near  8o>ooo  men,  the 
flower  of  the  French  troops,  attended  with  a  vaft  artillery 
and  commanded  by  M.  d'Etrces,  a  General  of  the  bed 
eftablifhed  reputation  fhe  had  in  her  fervice.  Under  him 
ferved  M.  de  Contades,  M.  Chevert,  and  the  Count  de  St, 
Germain,  all  officers  of  high  chara6ter,  and  all  fit  to  com- 
mand in  chief,  if  M.  d'Etrees  had  not  been  appointed  to 
that  eminence.  This  formidable  army  paffed  the  Rhine, 
and  marched  by  Wzflphalia^  in  order  to  invade  the  King  of 
Pruffia's  dominions  in,  quality  of  allies  to  the  Emprefs 
Qi^een,  and  guardians  of  the  liberties  of  the  Empire,  and 
to  no  other  intent,  as  it  was  pretended  j  but  in- reality,  with 
a  view  to  reduce  Hanover  alfo.  They  judged  that  their 
operations  againft  the  King  of  PrufTia  might  be  executed, 
and  their  fcheme  to  drive  the  King  of  England  into  fome 
conceflions  with  regard  to  America,  might  be  compleated 
by  one  and  the  fame'  blow.     The  fecond  army  was  comv- 
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manded  by  the  Prince  de  Soubife;  it  confifted  of  about 
25,000  men.  This  army  was  deftined  to  ftrengthen  the 
imperial  army  of  execution  j  but  before  it  had  pafled 
the  Rhine,  it  made  itfelf  mailer  of  Cleves,  Meurs  an4 
Gueldres,  whilft  a  detachment  from  d'Etrees's  army  feized 
upon  the  town  of  Emden,  and  whatever  elfe  belonged  tp 
Pruflia  in  Eaft  Friefland, 

As  foon  as  the  King  of  PruiTia  had  entered  Saxoriy  in 
the  beginning  of  the  preceding  fummer,  procefs  was  com- 
menced againft  him  in  the  Emperor's  Aulic  council,  and 
before  the  diet  of  the  Empire.  It  is  not  difncult  to  con- 
ceive how  the  affair  mufl  have  been  decided  ;  when  thofe 
who  feared  the  King  of  Pruiiia,  believed  they  had  a  fair 
opportunity  to  reduce  him  :  and  when  thofe  who  feared  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  were,  by  that  very  fear,  obliged  to  fup- 
port  the  power  they  dreaded  :  accuftomed  as  they  were 
to  the  influence  of  a  family  in  which  the  Empire  had  fo 
long  been  in  a  manner  hereditary ;  and  over-av/ed  by  the 
appearance  of  a  confederapy,  the  moft  formidable  the 
world  had  ever  yet  feen.  Accordingly  the  King  of  Pruffi^ 
was  condemned  for  contumacy:  and  the  Fifcal  had  orders 
to  notify  to  him  that  he  was  put  under  the  ban  of  the 
Empire,  and  adjudged  fallen  from  all  the  dignities  and  pof- 
feflions  which  he  held  under  it.  The  circles  of  the  Em- 
pire were  ordered  to  furnifh  their  contingents  of  men  and 
money  to  put  this  fentence  in  execution  ;  but  the  contin- 
gents were  col]e6led  flowly,  the  troops  were  badly  compo- 
fed,  and  probably  this  army  had  never  been  able  to  a6^,  if 
it  h?d  not  been  for  the  Afliftance  offered  under  the  Prince 
de  Soubife. 

The  Auilrians,  who  were  principals  in  the  quarrel,  were 
not  behind  their  auxiliaries  in  the  greatnefs  of  their  pre- 
parations ;  they  made  the  moft  ftrenuous  efforts,  by  which 
they  affembled  a  body  of  upwards  of  100,000  men  in 
Bohemia,  and  committed  the  command  tp  Prince  Charles 
pf  Lorrain,  affiftedbyM.  Brown.  In  the  north  all  things 
threatened  the  King  of  Pruffia.  The  Czarina  true  to  her 
refentments  and  her  engagements,  had  fent  a  body  of  60, coo 
men  commanded  by  M.  Apraxin,  who  were  in  full  march 
to  invade  the  Ducal  Pruffia,  whilft  a  ftrong  fleet  was  equip- 
ped in  the  Baltick,  to  co-operate  with  that  army.  Altho' 
the  King  of  Sweden  was  allied  in  blood  and  inclination  to 
]tis  Pruffian  majclly,  yet  thejealoufy  which  the  Senate  en- 
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tertained  of  their  fovereign ;  the  hope  of  recovering  their 
antient  pofleflions  in  Pbmerania  by  means  of  the  prefent 
troubles,  and  in  fine  their  old  attachment  to  France,  newly 
cemented  by  intrigues  and  fubfidies,  made  their  ill  in- 
clinations to  the  caufe  of  PrulTia  more  than  fufpicious. 
Hitherto  indeed  nothing  more  than  the  tendency  of  their 
councils  was  fully  known.  The  Duke  of  Mecklenbourg 
took  the  fame  party,  and  agreed  to  joih  the  Swedifli  army 
when  it  fhould  be  afiembled,  with  6000  men  ;  a  proceed- 
ing which  he  has  fince  had  reafon  to  repent  bitterly.  Thus 
were  the  forces  of  five  mighty  ftates  *,  each  of  which  had 
in  their  turn  been  a  terror  to  all  Europe,  united  to  reduce 
the  heir  of  the  Marquifles  of  Brandenbourg ;  and  in  fuch 
a  point  of  danger  and  glory,  had  the  great  and  formidable 
abilities  of  his  Prufiian  majefty  placed  him,  with  little,  in 
comparifon,  that  could  enable  him  to  fuftain  the  violence  of 
fo  many  fhocks,  except  what  thofe  abilities  fupplied.  But 
his  aftonifhing  ceconomy,  the  incomparable  order  of  his 
finances,  the  difcipline  of  his  armies  beyond  all  praife,  a 
fagacity  that  forefaw  every  thing,  a  vigilance  that  attended 
every  thing,  a  conftancy  that  no  labour  could  fubdue,  a 
courage  that  no  danger  could  difmay,  an  intuitive  glance 
that  catches  the  decifive  moment,  all  thefe  feemed  to  form 
a  fort  of  ballance  to  the  vail:  weight  againft  him,  turned 
the  wifhes  of  his  friends  into  hopes,  and  made  them  depend 
upon  refources  that  are  not  within  the  power  of  calcu- 
lation. 

The  only  army  that  appeared  in  his  favour  was  a  body 
of  between  30  and  40,000  Hanoverians  and  HelTians,  whd 
with  fome  reinforcements  of  his  own  troops,  formed  an 
army  of  obfervation,  commanded  by  his  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland  ;  this  army  v/as  ported  on  the 
Wefer,  to  watch  the  motions  of  M.  d'Etrees.  The  vaft 
and  unwieldy  body  of  the  French,  encumbered  as  the 
French  armies  always  are  by  an  immenfe  baggage,  and  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  mouths  without  handl;,  made  a 
very  flow  progrefs  through  the  rough  and  barren  country 
that  lies  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Wefer.  All  the  abili- 
ties of  the  French  general  were  employed  in  finding  fubfif- 
tence  for  his  troops.  His  Royal  Highnefs  on  the  other 
hand,  difplayed  great  abilities  in  throwing  all  poilible  im- 
pediments in  his  way.  But  when  thefe  impediments  were 
removed  by  the  fuperiority  of  numbers^    the  Hanoverian 
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army  gradually  gave  way,  yielding  to  that  fuperiority, 
and  fhe  French  troops  pafied  the  Wefcr  without  oppo- 
fition. 

In  the  mean  time,  hisPrlifnah  majefty  being  determined 
according  to  his  maxim,  to  lay  the  cloth  as  from  home 
as  pofTible  ;  made  his  difpofitions  for  carrying  the  war  into 
Bohemia  as  fpeedily  as  the  feafon  would  admit.  Thre^. 
great  bodies  of  his  troops  entered  into  that  kingdom  by 
three  very  different  ways,  but  nearly  at  the  fame  t'me, 
M.  Schwerin  penetrated  into  it  from  Silefia.  The  Prince 
of  Bevern  entered  with  the  corps  under  his  command  from 
Lufatia,  and  defeated  as  a  preliminary  to  a  more  decifive 

vidory,  a  body  of  28,000  Auftrians  who  oppo- 
Apr.  21.  fed  him.     The  King   himfelf  prepared   to  enter 

Bohemia  at  a  great  diRance  from  the  corps  com- 
manded by  thefe  Generals  ;  and  as  he  feemed  difpofed  to 
march  towards  Egra,  the  enemy  imiagined  he  intended  to 
execute  fome  defign  diflin£t  from  the  object  of  his  other 
armies.  With  this  idea  they  detached  a  body  of  20,CoO 
men,  to  obferve  his  motions.  The  King  of  Pruffia  find- 
ing that  this  feint  had  all  its  effc(Sl:,  made  a  fudden  and 
maflerly  movement  to  his  left,  by  which  he  cut  off  all 
communication  between  that  detachment  and  the  maia 
army  of  the  Auflrians.  Spirited  with  this  advantage,  he 
pufhed  onwards  with  the  utmofl:  rapidity  to  Prague,  w^hcrs 
he  joined  the  corps  under  the  prince  of  Bevern  and  M. 
Schwerin,  who  had  advanced  with  inconceivable  diligence 
to  meet  him.  Never  were  operations  executed  with  mors 
judgment,  celerity  and  fucecfs. 

The  Aufbian  army  was  little  fhort  of  i Co, COO  men,  an(J 

the  fituation  of  their  camp,  fortified  by  every  ad- 
May  6..     vantage  of  nature,  and  every  contrivance  of  art> 

fuch  as  on  common  occafions  might  juftly  be 
confidered  as  impregnable  ;.  but  the  Prullians,  being  near- 
Iv  as  numerous  as  the  enemy,  in/pircd  by  a  focicty  ofdan^ 
gcr  with  their  King,  and  Riled  with  that  noble  enthufiafm^ 
which,  whijfl  it  urges  to  daring  entcrprifes,,  almofl  enfures. 
their  fuccefs,  pnfled  moraflcs,  climed  precipices,  faced 
batteries,  and  after  a  bloody  and  obflinate  refinance,  totally 
defeated  the  Auftrians.  They  took  their  camp,  military 
clieif,  cannon,  all  the  trophies  of  a  complete  vidtory.  The 
lofs  en  the  fide  of  the  victors,  as  well  as  the  vanquifhed^ 
was  very  great;  but  both  Hdcs    had  yet  a  greater  lofs  in 
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the  death  of  two  of  the  beft  generals  in  Europe.  M.  Schwe- 
rin  was  killed  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  with  the  colo- 
nels ftandard  in  his  hand  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  M. 
Brown  received  a  wound,  which,  from  the  chagrin  he 
fuffered  rather  than  from  its  own  nature,  proved  rriortal. 

About  40,000  of  the  Auftrian  army  took  refuge  in 
Prague.  The  reft  fled  different  ways.  j.  he  King  of  Pruflia 
loft  no  time  to  inveft  the  place,  and  to  cutoff*  ail  fuccours. 
If  on  one  hand  fuch  an  immenfe  garrifon  made  an  attack 
unadvifeable,  on  t\^  other  that  formidable  number  itfelf 
feemed  to  make  the  reduction  of  the  place  by  famine  the 
more  certain.  The  King  of  PrulTia  not  relying  folely  on 
this,  prepared  to  bombard  the  town.  On  the  29th  of 
'^lay,  at  midnight,  after  a  moft  dreadful  ftorm  of  rain  and 
thunder,  as  if  it  were  to  difplay  how  much  more  ruinous 
the  malj.ce  of  men  may  be,  than  the  greateft  terrors  of  na- 
ture, on  the  fignal  of  a  rocket,  four  batteries,  which  dif- 
charged  every  twenty-four  hours  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  bombs,  befides  a  vaft  multitude  of  red  hot  balls,  be- 
gan to  pour  deftruclion  on  that  unfortunate  city,  which  was 
foon  in  flames  in  every  part.  The  garrifon  made  a  vigo- 
rous defence,  and  one  well  condu6led  and  defperate  fally : 
but  they  were  repulfed  with  great  lofs.  The  principal 
•magiftrates,  burgefll^s,  and  clergy,  feeing  their  city  on  the 
point  of  being  reduced  to  an  heap  of  rubbifti,  made  the 
moft  mxoving  fupplications  to  the  commander  to  liften  to 
terms.  The  commander  was  deaf  to  their  prayers.  Twelve 
thoufand  of  the  m.oft  ufelefs  mouths  were  driven  out  of 
the  city.  The  Pruflians  forced  them  in  again.  The  affairs 
of  the  emprefs  feemed  verging  to  inevitable  deftruction  ;  a 
whole  army  was  upon  the  point  of  furrcndering  prifoners 
of  war;  the  capital  of  Bohemia  on  the  point  ct  being  ta- 
ken, and  with  it  all  the  reft  of  that  flourifnino-  kinc;dom. 
The  fanguine  friends  to  the  King  of  Pruflia  began  to  com- 
pute the  diftance  of  Vienna. 

In  this  defperate  fituation  of  aff^airs,  Leopold  Count 
Daun  entered  on  the  ftage,  and  began  to  turn  tlie  fortune 
of  the  war.  This  General  never  had  commanded  in  chief 
before  ;  but  he  was  formed,  by  a  long  courfe  of  experience 
in  various  parts  of  Europe,  under  the  greateft  Generals, 
and  in  the  m.oft  illuftrious  fcenes  of  actions.  Though  of  a 
very  noble  family,  he  had,  without  the  leaft  affiftance  from 
court  favour,  rifen  infenfibly  by  the  flow  gradation  of  mere 

C'  4  merit 
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merit,  with  much  efleem  and  without  any  nolfe.  This 
General  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  Prague,  the  day- 
after  the  great  battle.  He  colle6led  the  fugitive  parties  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  and  retired  to  a  poft  of  great  ftrength, 
from  whence  he  fed  the  troops  in  Prague  with  hopes  of  re- 
lief. But  as  no  man  better  underflood  the  fuperiority  of 
the  Pruffian  troops,  and  as  he  was  fenfible  of  the  impreffion 
which  the  late  defeat  had  left  upon  his  men,  he  carefully 
avoided  to  precipitate  matters  by  an  hafty  action.  He 
knew  that  the  fituation  he  had  chofen  would  embarrafs  the 
Pruflians;  that  a  large  party  of  their  army  muft  be  always 
employed  to  watch  him ;  that  this  would  weaken  their  ef- 
forts againft  the  great  body  (hut  up  in  Prague,  whilft  his 
own  forces  gained  time  to  recover  their  fpirits,  and  to  in- 
creafe  in  llrength  by  the  daily  fuccours,  which  his  court 
exerted  all  their  powers  to  fend  him :  with  thefe  ideas  he 
waited  in  his  entrenched  camp  at  Colin,  to  adl  as  events 
Ihould  dire6l. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  not  lefs  fenfible  than  Count 
Daun  of  the  effeifts  of  this  conduct.  He  determined  at  all 
adventures  to  diflodge  him  from  the  poft  he  held  ;  but 
whether  it  was  that  the  King  feared  to  weaken  his  army, 
which  had  adtually  an  army  to  befiege,  or  whether  he  was 
blinded  by  a  train  of  uniform  fuccefs,  which  made  him 
believe  his  arms  irrefiftable  under  every  difadvantage,  or 
whatever  were  his  motives  or  neceflities,  the  whole  army 
employed  in  this  undertaking,  including  the  Prince  of 
Bevern's  corps,  did  not  exceed  32,000  men,  cavalry  and 
infantry  J  and  with  thefe  he  was  to  attack  60,000    men, 

in  one  of  the  ftrongeft  fituations  which  could  he 
June  18.  chofen,  and  defended  by  a  vafl  train  of  artillery. 

Whatever  the  moft  impetuous  and  well  regula- 
ted courage,  whatever  an  ardor  infpired  by  the  remem- 
brance of  fo  many  victories  could  do  towards  overcoming 
every  kind  of  difadvantage,  was  done  by  the  Pruflians  on 
this  occafion.  They  returned  to  the  attack  feven  times  : 
in  none  of  their  vidtorious  battles  had  their  bravery  been 
more  confpicuous.  Both  the  King*s  brothers  were  in  the 
field  ;  and  they  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expeded  from 
the  King  of  Pruffia's  brothers.  I'he  King  himfcif  at  the 
head  of  his  cavalry,  made,  one  furious ,  and  concluding 
charge.  Every  thing  was  tried,  and  every  thing  was  un- 
fuccefsful.     The  want  of  a  fufhcicntly  numerous  infantry, 

in 
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in  a  ground  where  his  cavalry  could  not  fupport  them,  the 
want  of  an  equal  artillery,  the  advantageous  fituation  of  the 
enemy,  their  numbers,  their  bravery,  their  General,  obli- 
ged the  King  of  Pruflia  to  quit  the  £eld.  What  his  iofs 
was  is  not  fo  certain ;  it  was  undoubtedly  great  in  the  ac- 
tion, but  flill  greater  by  defertions,  and  the  innumerable 
ill  confequences  that  follow  a  defeat. 

Though  the  King  of  Pruflia  was  defeated  in  this  battle, 
and  though  he  brought  on  his  defeat  in  a  great  meafure, 
by  fome  errors  of  his  own,  yet  whatever  fmall  blemifh  his 
military  fkill  might  have  fufFered,  his  reputation  was  raifed 
higher  than  ever,  in  the  opinion  of  all  judicious  men, 
by  the  noble  and  candid  manner  in  which  he  acknowledged 
his  miftake,  by  the  firmnefs  with  which  he  bore  his  mif- 
fortune,  and  by  thofe  aftonifhing  flrokes  of  genius  and 
heroifm,  by  which  he  retrived  his  Iofs.  The  fmiles  of 
fortune  make  conquerors  j  it  is  her  malice  which  difcovers 
heroes. 


CHAP.    IV. 

Confequence  of  the  battle  of  Colin,  King  of  Prujffia  evacu- 
ates Bohemia.  Battle  of  Haftenheck,  Convention  of 
Clojier-feven,  Expedition  to  Koch  fort.  Ruffians  enter 
Prnffia.  Auflrians  hefiege  ^chiveidnit-z.  French  and 
Imperialifls  make  incurfions  into  Brandejihurgh.  Swedes 
enter  Pomerania.  Battle  of  Norkitten.  General  Leh- 
wald  defeated.     Bad  ccnditio?i  of  the  King  of  Prnffia. 

y^  EVER  was  the  old  obfervation,  nne  hataille  perdue 
■^  a  Ml  7nairuais  cu^  more  verified  than  in  the  confe- 
quences of  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Colin.  Though  the 
King  retired  unpurfued  by  his  enemies,  he  was  obliged  to 
rejoin  his  own  army  before  Prague  without  delay,  and  to 
raife  the  blockade  of  that  place.  The  imprifoned  Auftrians 
with  joy  received  Count  Dauq  their  deliverer,  and  their 
united  forces  became  greatly  fuperior  to  the  PruiTians. 
The  King  was  in  a  fhort  time  obliged  to  evacuate  Bohemia, 
and  take  refuge  in  Saxony.  The  Auftrians  haraffed  him  as 
much  as  pofTible  ;  but  their  armies,  notwithftanding  their 
great  fuperiority,  were  not  in  a  condition  from  their  late 
fufferings    to  make  any  decifive  attempt  upon  him,  as  the 

frontiers 


26  The  History  of  the  War:  ^757. 

frontiers    of    Saxony    abound   with    fituations   eafily  de- 
fended. 

The  King  of  Pruffia's  misfortunes  now  poured  in  upon 
him  at  once,  and  from  every  quarter.  The  army  com- 
manded by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  continually  re- 
tired before  the  French,  after  they  had  pafTed  the  Wefer, 
came  however  to  a  refolution  to  make  a  {land  at  Haften- 
beckj  within  a  few  Miles  of  Hammelen,  where  it  was 
judgei  that  the  (uperior  numbers  of  the  enemy  might  be 
the  leaft  prejudicial ;  but  notwithftanding  the  advantages 
of  the  fituation,  the  bravery  of  the  Hanoverians,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  Duke,  the  allied  army  was  driven  from  the 

field  of  battle,  and  retreated  towards  Stade.  By 
July  25.    taking  this  route  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  driven 

into  a  fort  o^  cul  de  fac.  Unable  by  his  fituation 
to  retire,  or  by  his  ftrength  to  advance,  he  was  compelled 

to  fign  the  remarkable  capitulation  of  Clofter- 
Sept.  7.     feven,  by  which  38,000  Hanoverians  laid  down 

their  arms,  and  were  difperfed  into  different 
quarters  of  cantonment.  The  French  arm.y  had  a 
little  before  this  changed  its  commander.  D'E trees, 
the  favourite  of  all  the  military  men,  was  lemoved  from 
the  command,  which  was  conferred  on  the  Duke  de  Rich- 
lieu,  who  excelled  him  and  all  mankind  in  the  profefBon  of 
a  courtier.  The  Hanoverians  were  now  quite  fubdued, 
and  all  the  French  force,  let  loofe  by  this  treaty,  was  ready 
to  fall  in  upon  the  King  of  Pruffia's  dominions. 

An  enterprize  was  concerted  in  England  againft  the  coafl 
of  France,  to  make  a  diverfion  in  his  favour,  by  drawing 
a  part  of  the  French  army  to  the  defence  of  their  own 
country.  England  propofed  to  compafs  another  great  de^ 
fign,  and  which  fhe  had  equally  at  heart,  by  the  expedi- 
tion, which  was  to  give  an  effectual  blow  to  the  marine  of 
France.  The  deftination  of  this  armament  was  kept  a  pro- 
found fecret,  and  whilft  it  exccrcifed  the  penetration  of  all 
the  politicians  of  Europe,  it  filled  France  with  the  mofl 
ferious  alarms.     The  Englifh  Fleet  at  laft  appeared  before 

Rcchfort.  Some  time  was  fpent  before  it  could 
Sep.  21.    be  refolved  what  plan  was  to  be  followed  in  the 

attack  y  at  laft  it  was  refolved  to  fecure  the  fmall 
ifle  of  Aix,  from  whence  fome  obPiru^lion  was  apprehended 
to  their  landing.  The  ifland  was  foon  reduced ;  but  as 
a  good  deal  of  time  was  confumed  in  thefe  deliberations  2\\<i 

aftionsi 
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»<9:ions,  the  militia  of  the  country  had  time  to  gather,  and 
there  was  an  appearance  of  two  camps  on  the  fhore.  The 
commanders  now  took  into  confideration  the  badnefsofthe 
coaft,  the  danger  of  landing,  the  time  the  enemy  had  to 
put  the  place  in  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  as  might  make 
any  fudden  attempt,  or  coi^p  de  vmin^  unfuccefsful:  in 
confequence  of  thefe  deliberations,  they  unanimoully  re- 
folved  to  return  without  making  any  attempt. 
Sep.  29.  The  difappointment  of  the  nation  was  equal 
to  the  fanguine  hopes  we  had  conceived ;  nothing 
could  exceed  the  general  difcontent.  The  military  men 
blamed  the  plan  of  the  expedition.  The  Minifters,  and 
with  them  the  public  voice,  exclaimed  at  the  execution. 
A  court  of  enquiry^  of  officers  of  reputation,  cenfured  the 
commander;  a  court  martial^  of  officers  of  reputation, 
acquitted  him.  The  expedition  ferved  only  in  England  to 
increafe  and  imbitter  our  diffentions,  and  to  turn  our  at- 
tention to  vain  difputes.  It  did  nothing  towards  relieving 
the  King  of  Pruffia. 

The  Ruffians,  who  had  made  for  a  long  time  a  dilatory 
march  and  feemed  uncertain  of  their  own  refolution,  all 
at  once  haftened  their  motions.  They  entered  the  Duca^ 
Pruffia  under  M.  Apraxin  and  General  Fermer,  and  marked 
their  progrefs  by  a  thoufand  inhuman  cruelties.  A  large 
body  of  Auftrians  entered  Silefia,  and  penetrated  as  far  as 
Breflau.  Then  they  made  a  turn  backwards,  and  laid  fiege 
to  the  important  fortrefs  of  Schweidnitz,  juftly  confidered 
as  the  key  of  that  dutchy,  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  war. 
Another  body  entered  Lufatia,  and  made  themfelves  maf- 
ters  of  Zittau.  Tv/enty-two  thoufand  Sv/edes  pierced 
into  the  Pruffian  Pomerania,  took  the  towns  of  Anclam  and 
Demmein,  and  laid  the  whole  country  under  contributions, 
Kichlieu,  freed  from  all  oppofitlon  on  the  fide  of  Hanover, 
made  his  way  into  Halberflad,  and  the  old  marche  of 
Brandenburgh,  nrfi  exacting  contributions,  and  then  plun- 
dering the  towns.  The  army  of  the  Empire,  reinforced  by 
that  of  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  after  many  delays,  was  at 
laft  on  full  march  to  enter  Saxony  \  this  left  the  Aufiirians  at 
liberty  to  turn  the  greateft  part  of  their  forces  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  Silefia.  General  Haddick  pierced  through  Lufatia, 
pafied  by  the  Pruffi.an  armies,  aR<l,  fuddenly  prefenting 
himfelf  before  the  gates  of  Berlin,  laid  the  King  of  Pruffia'3 
.  Cxipital  under  contribution  y  and  though   he  retired  on  the 

approach 
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approach  of  a  body  of  Pruflians,  yet  he  ftill  kept  poflefTion 
of  his  former  poft,  in  order  to  interrupt  the  communica- 
tion of  the  King  with  Silefia.  The  fate  which  feemed  to 
have  threatened  the  Emprefs  fome  months  ago,  was  now 
looked  upon  as  the  certain  lot  of  her  antagonift.  All  his 
endeavours  to  retrieve  his  affairs  had  hitherto  been  equal!/ 
brave  and  unfuccefsful.  General  Lehwald  had  orders  at 
any  hazard  to  engage  the  Ruffians :  with  thirty  thoufand 
he  attacked  double  that  number  ftrongly  entrenched,  at  a 

place  called  Norkitten;  but  zh^x  feveral  of  thofe 
Aug.  30.  wonderful   efforts,    which    the    PrufTians    alone 

knew  how  to  make,  he  was  compelled  to  retire; 
but  he  retired  in  excellent  order,  without  being  purfued, 
having  killed  five  times  more  of  the  enemy,  than  he  had 
lofl  of  his  own  men,  and  more  formidable  after  his  defeat, 
than  the  Ruffians  after  their  vidory.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
exerted  himfelf  upon  every  fide;  his  enemies  almoft  always 
fled  before  him ;  but  whilfl  he  purfued  one  body,  another 
gained  in  fome  other  part  upon  him,  and  the  winter  came 
on  fafl,  as  his  flrength  decayed,  and  his  adverfaries  multi- 
plied from  every  quarter.  The  following  letter  which  ap- 
peared in  the  public  papers  about  this  time,  paints  the  con- 
dition of  that  diflrelTed  monarch,  in  fo  full  a  manner,  that 
I  fhall  attempt  no  other  defcription  of  it, 

«'  Many  perfons,  who  faw  the  King  of  Pruffia,  when 
he  palFed  lately  through  Leipflc,  cannot  exprefs  how  much 
he  is  altered.  They  fay  he  is  fo  much  worn  away,  that 
they  fcarce  knew  him.  This,  indeed,  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at;  he  hath  not  a  body  of  iron,  like  Charles  XII, 
and  he  endures  as  great  fatigues  as  he  did.  He  is  as  much 
on  horfeback  as  Charles  was,  and  often  lies  upon  the 
ground.  His  inward  fufferings  cannot  be  lefs  than  his  out*- 
ward  :  let  us  cafl  our  eyes  on  a  map  of  the  Pruffian  domi' 
nions  ;  and  meafure  what  he  hath  left  of  the  many  fair  pof- 
fcffions  he  had  in  the  month  of  April  lafl,  of  which  a  fpace 
of  feven  months  hath  flript  him.  Whence  can  he  have 
men  ?  he  is  fhut  out  from  the  Empire  ;  and  from  vvhriice 
can  he  draw  mioney  ?  the  dutchy  of  Guelders,  the  dutchy 
ofCleves,  the  principality  of  Moers,  the  countv' of  iJn- 
gen,  the  county  of  Lipftadt,  the  principality  of  Minden^ 
Eaft-Friciland,  Embden,  and  its  infant  company,  part  of 
the  archbillioprick  of  Magdcburgh,  fome  other  parti  of 
the  marchc,  Ducal  Pomcrania,   a  great  part  of  Silefia,  a 

great 
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great  part  of  the  kingdom  of  PruiTia,  Berlin  Itfelf,  almoft 
all  his  dominions,  in  ihort,  are  either  taken  from  him,  or 
laid  under  contribution,  and  pofTefTed  by  his  enemies,  who 
collect  the  public  revenues,  fatten  on  the  contributions,  and 
with  the  money  which  they  draw  from  the  electorate  of 
Hanover,  and  other  conquefls  defray  the  expences  of  the 
war.  This  picture  certainly  differs  greaay  from  that  w^hich 
the  King  of  Pruflia  might  have  lket':hed  oyt,  the  day  he 
took  arms  to  enter  Saxony.  Add  to  this  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland's convention,  which  deprived  him  of  all  his  allies, 
and  left  him  without  any  afliftance  whatever,  excepting 
four  or  five  hundre,d  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  the 
Britifti  parliament  may  give  him.  Add  likewife  fome  do- 
meitic  uneafmefles," 

CHAP.     V. 

Rattle  of  Rojbach^  Schwaidnitz  iahn  by  the  Ju/lrlans, 
Prince  of  Bevern  attacked  in  his  entrenchments.  Brejlau. 
taken  by  the  Aujirians,  King  of  Fruffia  marches  tu 
Silefia.  The  battle  of  Lifja.  Brejlau  retaken.  Aujlrl- 
ans  driven   out  of  Silefia. 

npHIS  was  the  King  of  Pruflia's  fituatlon,  when  the 
'*•  will  of  Providence,  and  his  own  wonderful  abilities, 
as  wonderfully  changed  the  fcene.  His  majeft\^  deferred 
to  bring  on  a  decifive  adtion,  diftrefTed  as  his  affairs  were, 
until  the  approach  of  winter ;  had  he  marched  to  attack 
the  Imperial  army,  whilft  it  was  at  aconfiderable  diftance, 
he  muft  either  have  left  Saxony  expofed  to  the  infults  of 
the  Auflrian  parties,  or  have  greatly  weakened  his  own 
forces  employed  in  the  principal  action.  He  therefore  fuf- 
fered  the  army  of  the  Empire  to  advance  to  the  frontiers 
of  Mifnia,  and  even  to  threaten  the  fiege  of  Leipfic,  be- 
fore he  began  to  a£t  againft  them :  he  however  moved  to- 
wards them,  leaving  an  army  in  Lufatia  to  obferve  the 
Auftrians.  On  his  firft  motions,  the  enemy  retired  with 
precipitation.  But  when  they  had  reinforced  themfelves 
with  numbers  and  courage  fufficient  to  perfuade  them  to 
advance,  the  King  of  PrufTia  in  his  turn  retired.  His  re- 
folution  feemed  to  have  been  to  fight  as  near  Mifnia  as  pof- 
fible,  and  as  deep  in  the  winter,  as  he  conveniently  might; 
for  if  he  fhouid  have  the  good  fortune  to  fucceed  againft 

the 
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the  Imperial  army,  fuch  a  blow,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  would 
efFe6tually  difable  them  from  a£ling  any  thing  to  his  preju- 
dice, for  that  year  at  leaft ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  he 
fhould  fail,  Saxony  was  at  hand,  in  which  it  would  prov# 
difficult  for  the  enemy  to  make  any  impreflion  whilll  the 
winter  continued.  As  for  the  time  to  be  loft  by  following 
this  plan,  and  the  advantage  it  would  afford  the  Auflrians 
in  their  defigns  on  Silefia,  they  were  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  advantages  which  the  King  received  from  it.  He 
knew  that  Schweidnitz  w-as  ftrong,  and  excellently  provi- 
ded;  the  prince  of  Bevern  was  jftrongly  pofted  near  it  to 
obflrudl  the  enemy's  operations;  thevf.inter  would  lean 
heavier  on  the  befiegers  ;  and  on  the  whole,  he  had  reafon 
to  truft  that  his  troops,  animated  by  his  own  prefence  and 
example,  would  prove  far  fuperior  to  the  enemy,  in  endu- 
ring ail  the  hardfhips  of  a  winter  campaign. 

After  fome  time  fpent  in  various  movements,  between 
the  allied  army  of  the  Imperialifls  and  French  on  one  fide, 
and  the  Pruffians  on  the  other,  the  King  refolved  to  give 
battle  to  his  enemies,  who  were  now  advanced  to  the  con- 
fines of  Mifnia.  On  the  24th  of  Odober,  the  King  had 
taken  his  refolution  ;  at  that  time  his  army  happened  to  be 
divided  into  feveral  corps,  fome  of  them  at  a  dilfance  of  no 
lefs  than  twenty  leagues  afunder;  yet  fuch  were  the  fpicit 
and  excellent  difpofitions  of  the  Pruilians,  that  the  junction 
of  all  thefe  corps  were  fully  effe<Sled  on  the  27th,  and  the 
King  advanced  towards  the  enemy.  The  enemy  fell  back 
at  his  approach,  and  repafled  the  Sala  ;  they  were  followed 
XT  -  clofe.  The  two  armies  met  near  the  village  of 
^°^'-5-    Rofbach.  ■ 

The  united  army,  commanded  by  the  prince  of  Saxe 
Kilburghaufen  and  the  prince  of  Soubife,  was  50,000  men 
compleat.  But  the  troops  of  the  Circles  were  new  rail'ed,^ 
and  many  of  them  not  well  afFe6fed  to  the  fervice,  nor  id 
their  French  allies.  The  Prufiians  did  not  amount  to 
25,000  i  but  then  they  were  Pruflians,  and  led  on  by  th^ 
King  of  Pruflia.  As  foon  as  the  armies  were  formed,  an4 
the  battle  going  to  begin,  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  fa 
many  nations,  and  to  determine  between  force  and  virtue, 
the  King  of  PrulTia  addreffed  his  troops  nearly  in  the  fol- 
lowing words.  ■ 

*'  My  dear  friends,  the  hour  is  come,  in  which  all  that 
"  is,  and  all  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  us,  depends  upon 

"  the 
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**  the  {words  which  are  now  drawn  for  the  battle.  Time 
**  permits  me  to  fay  but  little  ;  nor  is  there  occafion  to 
**  fay  much.  You  know  that  there  is  no  labour,  no  hun- 
*'  ger,  no  cold,  no  watching,  no  danger  that  I  have  not 
*'  fhared  with  you  hitherto;  and  you  now  fee  me  ready  to 
**  lay  down  my  life  with  you,  and  for  you.  All  I  afk,  is 
*'  the  fame  pledge  of  fidelity  and  afieciicn  that  I  give.  And 
*'  let  me  add,  not  as  an  incitement  to  your  courage,  but 
*'  as  a  teftimony  of  my  own  gratitude,  that  from  this 
**  hour,  until  you  go  into  quarters,  your  pay  fhall  he 
*^  double.  Acquit  yourfelves  like  men,  and  put  your  con- 
^'  fidence  in  God."  The  effect;  of  this  fpeechwas  fuch  as 
cannot  be  defcribed.  The  o;eneral  emotion  burft  in  an  uni- 
verfal  fhout,  and  the  looks  and  demeanor  of  the  mien  were 
animated  to  a  fort  of  heroic  phrenfy.  In  this  difpofition, 
which  prognofticated  the  fuccefs,  engagement  began. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  ad;ion,  the  French  cavalry  came 
on  with  great  fpirit,  but  they  were  repulfed ;  fome  regi- 
ments having  gained  an  eminence,  defended  themfelves 
bravely,  but  in  the  end  they  v/ere  totally  routed.  The  in- 
fantry, both  French  and  Imperialifls,  made  but  a  faint  re- 
fiftance.  The  King  of  PrufTia  in  perfon,  expofed  to  the 
hottefl  fire,  led  on  his  troops  ;  the  enemy  gave  v/ay  in  every 
part ;  they  were  feized  with  a  panic,  and  fled  in  the  utmoft 
diforder.  They  left  3000  men  dead  on  the  field  of  battle; 
63  pieces  of  cannon,  and  many  colours.  Eight  French 
generals,  250  officers  of  different  ranks,  and  6000  private 
m.en  were  taken.  Night  alone  faved  from  total  deftru£lion 
the  fcattered  remains  of  an  army  that  in  the  morning  was  fo 
numerous  and  fo  formidable. 

I  have  not  undertaken  on  this,  nor  fnall  I  undertake  upon 
aoy  other  occafion,  in  thefe  preliminary  chapters,  to  enter 
into  the  detail  of  ail  the  various  manoeuvres  of  every  battle  ; 
they  are  matters  little  underftood  bv,  and  little  interefling 
to,  the  generality  of  readers.  Befides,  the  accounts  are 
fometimes  inaccurate,  and  feldom  or  never  confifi:ent  with 
each  other. 

The  glorious  fuccefs  of  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  was  fuch 
as  hardly  wanted  to  be  improved  -,  the  enemy  was  left  to- 
tally incapable  of  action.  I'he  King  was  fet  free  on  that 
fide  ;  but  it  was  a  freedom  which  gave  him  no  refpite  from 
his  labours  3  it  only  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  undergo- 
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ing  new  labours  in  another  part.  The  Auftrians  had  a  vaft 
force,  and  had  now  begun  to  make  a  proportionable 
progrefs  in  Silefia.  The  dependance  which  the  King 
had  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  Generals  there,  feemed 
Jhaken  by  fomething  which  then  appeared,  and  flill  feems 
ambiguous  in  their  conduct.  The  Auftrians  after  a  fiege 
from  the  27th  of  Ocftober  to  the  iith  of  November, 
carried  on  under  infinite  difficulties  and  with  a  prodigious 
lofs,  had  reduced  Schweidnitz,  and  obliged  the  PruiTian 
garrifon  of  4000  men  to  furrender  prifoners  of  war.  Soon 
after,  as  they  had  intelligence  of  the  vi6lory  of  Rofbach, 
and  knew  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  on  full  march  to  the 
relief  of  Sileiia,  the  Auftrians  refolved  to  lofe  no  time  to 
attack  the  prince  of  Bevern  in  his  ftrong  camp  under  the 
walls  of  Breflau.  A  treble  fuperiority  incited  them  to  this 
attempt.     They  attacked  the  prince's  army  with  great  refo- 

lution,  and  their  attack  was  fuftained  with  am.az- 
Nov.  22.  ing   intrepidity.     The  (laughter  of  the  Auftrians 

v/as  prodigious.  A  great  part  of  their  army  had 
retired  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  reft  were  preparing 
to  retire ;  when  all  at  once  the  Pruflian  Generals  unexpect- 
edly took  the  fame  refolution.  A  part  of  their  army  had 
fuftered  a  great  deal  in  the  engagement.  They  became 
apprehejifive  of  a  total  defeat,  in  cafe  their  intrenchments 
{hould  be  forced  in  any  part.  With  thefe  ideas  they  re- 
treated from  the  ftrong  poft  they  occupied,  and  retired  be- 
hind the  Oder..  The  Auftrians  returning,  with  aftonifh- 
ment  faw  themfclves  mafters  of  the  field  of  battle,  which 
they  had  but  juft  been  obliged  to  relinquifh.  What  is  re- 
markable, and  what  gave  rife  to  many  conjecStures,  the 
Prince  of  Bevern  going  to  reconnoitre  without  efcort,  and 
attended  only  by  a  groom,  was  taken  two  days  after  the 
battle  bv  an  advanced  party  of  Croats,  a  fmall  body  of 
whom  had  crofted  the  Oder. 

This  advantage,  though  dearly  bought,  was  immediately 
^  followed  with  many  others.     Breflau,  the  capital 

^*  of  Silefia,  immediately  furrendered,  where,  as 
v/ell  as  at  Schweidnitz,  they  found  vaft  ftores  of  provifion, 
ammunition  and  money.  All  Silefia  was  on  the  point  of 
falling  into  their  hands.  Fortune  feems  every  where  to 
have  thrown  the  King  of  Pruftia's  affairs  into  diftraction, 
in  order  to  raifc,  and  as  it  were,  to  round  his  glory  in  efta- 
biifhing  them  j  and  to  have  beea  even  fo  jealous  of  his  ho- 
nour 
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nour  as  not  to  permit  his  own  excellent  generals  and  incom- 
parable troops  to  triumph  any  where  but  in  his  own  pre- 
fence. 

The  King  immediately  after  the  battle  ofRofbach,  with 
thole  troops  which  ne  had  a  few  days  before  colleded  from 
places  an  hundred  miles  diftant  from  each  other,  began  a 
march  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  more,  and  led  them 
from  engaging  one  fuperior  army,  to  engage  another  ftill 
more  fuperior ;  from  danger  to  hardfhip,  and  from  hard- 
fnip  to  renewed  danger.  In  the  moft  rapid  march  he  pafled 
through  Thuringia,  through  Mifnia,  through  Lufatia,  in 
fpite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Generals  Haddick  and  Marfhal, 
who  were  pofted  in  Lufatia  to  obftruit  him;  and  entering 
Silefia  arrived  the  2d  of  December  at  Parchwitz  upon  the 
Oder.  Here  he  was  joined  by  the  Prince  of  Bevern's  corps 
who  crofTed  that  river  to  meet  him. 

About  this  time  an  incident  happened  which  was  very 
remarkable  ;  one  of  thefe  agreeable  adventures  that  relieve 
the^mind  amidft  the  perpetual  horror  that  attends  a  narra- 
tive of  battles  and  bloodfhed.  The  garrlfon  of  Schweid- 
nitz  had  feen,  with  the  greateft  reluctance,  the  capitulation 
which  bound  their  hands  from  the  Service  of  their  King 
and  Country.  Whilft  the  Auftrians  were  conducting  them 
to  prifon,  on  their  route  they  chanced  to  hear  of  the  vi6lory 
their  mxafter  had  gained  at  Rofbach ;  animated  with  this 
news,  they  unanimouily  rofe  upon  the  efcorte  which  con- 
ducted them,  and  which  happened  not  to  be  very  ftrong, 
and  entirely  difperfed  it.  Thus  freed,  they  marched  on 
not  very  certain  of  their  way,  in  hope  to  rejoin  fome  corps 
of  the  Pruilian  troops.  The  fame  fortune  which  freed 
them,  led  them  directly  to  the  army  commanded  by  the 
King  himfelf,  which  was  haftening  to  their  relief.  Great 
was  the  joy  on  both  fides  at  this  unexpected  meeting,  for 
the  prifoners  had  heard  nothing  of  his  Majefty's  march. 
This  little  incident,  whilft  it  added  a  confiderable  ftrength 
to  the  army,  added  likewife  to  its  fpirit,  and  feemed  an 
happy  omen  of  fuccefs  in  the  future  engagement. 

As  his  Prullian  majefty  approached  to  Breflau,  the  Auf- 
trians  confiding  in  their  fuperiority,  abandoned  their  ftrong 
camp  (the  fame  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Prince  of 
Bevern)  and  refolved  to  give  the  King  battle.  He  was 
marching  with  the  utmoft  diligence  not  to  difap- 
Dec.5.      point  them  5  and    they    met  near  the  village   oi 

D  Leuthen, 


3^4  ^^^  History  of  the  War.  '^751' 

Leuthen.  The  ground  which  the  Auftrians  occupied  was 
very  advantageous,  and  every  advantage  of  the  Tituation 
was  Improved  to  the  utmoft,  by  the  diligence  and  flcill  of 
Count  Daun;  who  remembring  that  he  was  the  only  Ge- 
neral who  had  ever  carried  the  held  from  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia,  knew  better  than  any  body  hov/  difficult  it  was  to  ob- 
tain fuch  a  vit'ytory.  All  the  difpofitions  were  made  ac- 
cordingly J  the  ground  they  occupied  was  a  plain,  except 
that  in  fome  part  it  had  fmall  eminences ;  thefe  they  fur- 
rounded  v/ith  iirtillery ;  the  ground  v/as  alfo  interfperfed 
with  thickets,  which  they  fought  to  turn  to  their  advantage. 
On  their  right  and  left  were  hills  on  which  they  planted 
batteries  of  cannon.  The  ground  in  their  front  was  inter- 
fecSled  by  many  caufewaysj  and  to  m^ake  the  v/hole  more 
imprailicable,  the  Auftrians  had  felled  a  vaft  many  trees, 
and  fcattered  them  in  the  way.  The  King  of  Pruffia  was 
not  terrified  with  this  fituation,  nor  with  the  confcioufnefs 
that  above  70,000  excellent  troops,  comm^anded  by  Count 
Daun,  were  fo  pofted.  The  Pruffians,^  v/ho  did  not  ex- 
ceed, as  it  is  faid,  36,000  men,  attacked  them  with  their 
ufual  refolution.  It  was  almoft  impoiTible,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  engagement,  for  the  PruiTian  horfe  to  a6^,  on 
account  of  the  impediments  we  have  jufi:  mentioned,  but  a 
moit  judicious  difpofition  of  the  King  himfelf  overcame 
that  difadvantage ;  he  had  in  his  firft  difpofitions  placed 
four  batallions  behind  the  cavalry  of  his  right  Vv'ing,  fore- 
feeing  that  General  Nr.dafti,  who  was  placed  with,  a  corps 
de  referve  on  the  enemies  left,  defigned  to  take  him  in 
Hank.  It  happened  as  he  had  forefeen  ;  that  General's 
horfe  attacked  the  King's  right  wing  with  great  fury ;  but 
he  was  received  with  fo  fevere  a  fire  from  the  four  battali- 
ons, that  he  was  obliged  to  retire  in  diforder.  Then  the 
King's  flank  well  covered  and  fupported,  was  enabled  to 
a£t  with  fuch  order  and  vigour,  that  the  enemy's  right  was 
obliged  to  give  way.  The  Prullian  artillery,  which  was 
incomparably  ferved,  and  fdenced  that  of  the  enemy,  con- 
curring to  maintain  the  King's  infantry,  and  to  enable  them 
to  act  in  grounds  where  their  horfe  could  give  them  but 
little  afTiftance.  The  Auftrians  made  a  gallant  refiftance 
during  the  whole  battle.  The  panic  of  the  enemy  did  not 
here,  as  at  Rofbach,  do  half  the  bufmefs  \  every  foot  of 
ground  was  well  difputed.  The  Auftrians  rallied  all  their 
forces   about  Leuthen,  which  was  defended  upon  all  fides 

with 
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with  intrenchments  and  redoubts.  After  reiterated  attacks 
made  with  the  utmoft  impetuofity,  and  fuftained  with  great 
firmnefs,  the  Pruffians  maftered  the  polt ;  then  the  Auftri- 
ans  fled  on  all  parts;  they  were  entirely  routed.  The 
King  purfued  them  to  Lifla.  6000  of  the  Auftrians  were 
flain,  15,000  were  made  prifoners;  and  an  immenfe  artil- 
lery, upwards  of  200  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken. 

This  o;reat  and  decifive  a(fi:ion  was  fou^-ht  on  the  very 
fame  day  of  the  next  month  after  the  no  lels  important  and 
decifive  battle  of  Rofbach.  The  confequences  that  follov/- 
ed  the  action  of  Leuthen,  declared  the  entirenefs  of  the 
vidory.  Notwithftanding  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  the  fiegc 
of  Breflau  was  immediately  undertaken,  and  profecuted  with 
fuch  fpirit,  that  by  the  29th  of  December  it  furrendered  ; 
and  with  it  furrendered  the  garrifon  of  13,000  men  prifo- 
ners of  war;  the  blockade  of  Schweidnitz  was  formed  as 
clofely  as  the  inclemency  of  the  winter  would  permit 5 
whilft  the  Pruiiian  parties  not  only  re-poflefled  thofe  parts 
of  Silefia  which  'belonged  to  the  King,  but  penetrating  into 
the  Auflrian  divifion,  reduced  Jagerndorf,  Troppau,  and 
Tetfchen,  and  left  to  the  Emprefs  Queen,  except  a  forlorn 
garrifon  in  Schweidnitz,  no  fort  of  footing  in  that  country, 
in  which  a  hw  days  before  fhe  reckoned  her  dominion  per- 
feaiy  eftabliftied. 

CHAP.    VL 

RuJJiam  and  Swedes  retire.     Hanoverians  re  fume  their  arms. 

Cruelty   of  the    French.      Condition    of   their  ar?ny.  Cajfle 

of  Harhurg   hefeeged.     Re-capitulation  of  the  events  of  the 
year  i-j^-j. 

A  S  the  misfortunes  of  his  PrufHan  Majefty,  after  the 
•*^  battle  of  Colin,  came  on  him  all  at  once,  fo  his  fuc- 
cefTes,  after  his  vi6lories  at  Rofbach  and  LiiTa,  flowed  upon 
him  all  at  once  likewife,  and  in  a  full  tide.  The  Ruffians, 
though  they  had  repulfed  General  Lehwald,  fufFered  fo 
much  in  that  action,  and  their  barbarous  method  oi  mak- 
ing war  had  fo  deflroyed  the  country,  that  they  feemed  to 
themfelves  to  have  no  way  of  fafety  left  but  in  retiring  out 
of  the  Pruflian  territories.  This  extraordinary  retreat  of 
fo  great  an  army,  and  fo  lately  vi'florious,  and  ftill  pofl^efled 
of  a  good   fea-port   in  the  country,  cou]d  fcarcely  be  ac- 

D  2  counted 
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counted  for  on  thofe  motives  we  have  afTigned,  and  aftonifhed 
all  Europe,  whilft  it  left  Gen.  Lehwald  at  liberty  to  turn 
his  arms  into  Pomerania  againil  the  Swedes.  The  Swedes 
on  this  occafion  did  nothing  worthy  of  their  ancient  military 
fame;  but  every  where  retiring,  left  the  Pruffians  an  eafy 
conqueft,  not  only  of  the  Pruiiian  but  of  every  part  of  the 
Swedifh  Pomerania,  excepting  the  port  of  Stralfund  ;  they 
left  their  allies  of  Mecklenbourg  quite  expofed  to  all  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  King  of  PrufTia,  who  chaftifed  them  with 
the  moft  fevere  contributions  and  levies.  The  French, 
who  had  been  ravaging  the  old  marche  of  Brandenburg, 
evacuated  that  country  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Rof- 
bach.  But  one  of  the  greateft  revolutions  of  fortune  in  the 
war,  and  one  of  the  moft  glorious  and  important  confe- 
quences  of  that  vi<5Lory,  was,  that  the  Hanoverian  troops 
were  enabled  to  refume  their  arms. 

From  the  moment  the  capitulation  of  Clofter-feven  was 
figned,  the  Duke  theRichlieu,  who  came  to  the  command 
only  to  reap  the  advantages,  and  fully  the  honour  of  an- 
other's conquefl,  feemed  to  think  of  nothing  but  how  to  re- 
pair, from  the  plunder  of  the  unhappy  Hanoverians,  the 
fortune  which  he  had  fhattered  by  athoufand  vices.  The 
moft  exorbitant  contributions  were  levied  with  the  moft  in- 
flexible feverity  ;  every  exadllon,  which  was  fubmitted  to, 
only  produced  a  new  one  ftill  more  extravagant  ;  and  all 
the  orderly  methods  of  plunder  did  not  exempt  them  from 
the  pillage,  licencioufnefs,  and  infolence  of  the  French  fol- 
diery.  However,  in  juftice  to  merit,  we  muft  exempt  from 
this  general  charge  the  conduct  of  the  duke  de  Randan, 
Governor  of  Hanover  for  the  French  ;  who  faved  the  ca- 
pital of  the  Elediorate  from  utter  ruin  by  the  ftridfnefs  of 
bis  difcipline,  by  the  prudence,  the  juftice  and  moderation 
of  all  his  condudf ;  a  condu6i:  which  does  more  real  honour 
to  his  name,  than  the  moft  fplendid  victories. 

The  Duke  de  Richlieu's  rapacioufnefs  and  oppreiSion, 
whilft  they  leaned  fo  heavily  on  the  conquered  people,  did 
the  conquering  army  no  kind  of  fcrvice.  Intent  only  on 
plunder,  which  he  did  not  confine  to  the  enemy,  he  relaxed 
every  part  of  military  difcipline;  and  that  numerous  army 
which  M.  d'Etrees  had  fuftained,  and  brought  in  health  and 
fpirits  through  the  difmal  dcfarts  of  Weftphalia,  under  all 
the  oppofition  of  a  fkilful  adverfary,  were  now,  in  full  peace, 
in  the  quiet  pofTcftion  of  a  conquered  and  plentiful  country, 

reduced 
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reduced  in  their  numbers,  decayed  in  their  health,  and  theif 
fpirits,  without  cloaths,  without  fubfiftance,  without  order, 
without  arms.  In  this  condition  they  began  at  laftto  per- 
ceive that  the  Hanoverians,  with  the  yoke  of  the  capitula- 
tion about  their  necks,  were  ftill  formidable.  As  they  had 
broke  almoft  every  article  of  that  treaty,  they  made  no  fcru- 
ple  to  add  another  breach  in  order  to  fecure  them  in  all  the 
reft.  They  attempted  actually  to  take  their  arms  from  the 
Hanoverian  and  HelTian  troops.  Thefe  gallant  troops,  who 
had  with  a  filent  grief  and  indignation  feen  the  diftrefTes  of 
their  ruined  country,  were  ravifhed  to  find  that  the  viftory 
at  Rofbach  encouraged  their  fovereign  to  refcnt  at  laft  this 
and  all  the  other  indignities  they  had  fufFered.  They  began 
to  collect  and  to  a6l,  and  under  the  command  of  the  gallant 
Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  reinforced^with  a  body  of 
PrulTian  troops,  they  broke  from  their  confinement.  They 
reduced  the  town  of  Harburg,  and  laid  clofe  fiege  to  the 
caftle,  which  it  muft  be  owned  was  defended  very  bravely. 
In  all  other  refpe6ls  the  French  did  not  feem  in  a  condition 
to  maintain  their  ground  anywhere.  Thofe  troops,  which 
a  few  months  before  had  fo  fubmitted  as  to  make  it  necef- 
fary  to  declare  that  they  were  ?wt  prifoncrs  of  war ^  in  order 
to  explain  their  condition,  were  now  on  the  point  of  pufh- 
ing  their  adverfaries  to  almoft  the  fame  ftreights.  Such 
was  the  force  of  French  military  difcipline,  and  fuch  the 
trium.phs  of  Voltaire's  hero. 

The  King  ofPruftia  now  fawthe  full  efreft  of  his  coun- 
fels  and  his  labours.  His  dominions  were  freed  ;  his  allies 
were  enabled  to  afiift  him  ;  and  his  enemies  defeated,  broken, 
and  flying  everywhere  before  him.  In  v/hat  light  pofterity 
will  view  thefe  things  is  uncertain  ;  we,  under  whofe  eyes, 
as  we  may  fay,  they  were  atchieved,  fcarcely  believed  what 
we  had  feen.  And  perhaps  in  all  the  records  of  time,  the 
compafs  of  a  fingle  year,  on  the  fcene  of  a  fingle  country, 
never  contained  fo  many  ftriking  events,  never  difplayed  fo 
many  revolutions  of  fortune;  revolutiens  not  only  beyond 
what  might  have  been  expected,  but  far  beyond  what  the 
moft  fagacious  forefight,  reafoning  from  experience,  and  the 
nature  of  things,  could  poffibly  have  imagined.  The  King 
of  Pruffia  at  firft  triumphant:  the  vvhole  power  of  the  Au- 
ftrians  totally  defeated  ;  their  hopes  utterly  ruined  :  then 
their  affairs  fuddenly  re-eftabliftied,  their  armies  vi6^orious, 
and  the  King  of  Prufiia  in  his  turn  hurled  down;  defeated; 
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abandoned  by  his  allies;  furrounded  by  his  enemies;  on 
the  very  edge  of  defpair :  then  all  at  once  raifed  beyond  all 
hope,  he  fees  the  united  Aultrian,  Imperial,  and  French 
power  levelled  with  the  ground;  40,000  Hanoverians,  a 
whole  army,  fubmit  to  80,000  French,  and  are  only  not  pri- 
foners  of  war.  The  French  are  peacable  mailers  of  all  the 
country  between  the  Wefer  and  the  Elbe  :  anon,  thefe  fubf 
dued  Hanoverians  refume  their  arms  ;  they  recover  their 
country,  and  the  French  in  a  little  time  think  themfelves 
not  fecure  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Rhine.  500,000  men  iri 
acStion.  Six  pitched  battles  fought.  Three  great  armies 
annihilated.  The  French  army  reduced  and  vanquifhed 
without  fighting.  The  RuiTians  victorious,  and  flying  as  if 
thev  had  been  vanquifhed.  A  confederacy,  not  of  fmaller 
potentates  to  humble  one  great  power,  but  of  five  the 
greateft  powers  on  earth  to  reduce  one  fmall  potentate;  all 
the  force  of  thefe  powers  exerted  and  baffied.  It  happened 
as  we  have  related ;  and  it  is  not  the  hiftory  of  9.  century, 
but  of  a  fingle  campaign. 

CHAP.     VII. 

Preparations  for  an  expedition  to  Louijhourg,  Laid  afide, 
Foit  JViiliam- Henry  taken.  Exploits  of  Ad?mral  Wet  [on 
and  Colonel  Clive  in  India.  Chandenagore  a  French  fori 
taken.  ViSiory  over  the  Nabob.  Nabob  taken  and  beheaded, 
Revolution  in  Bengal.  Treaty  advantageous  id  the  Eofi^ 
India  company.     Admiral  Watfon  dies. 

YIT'ITH  regard  to  the  part  we  had  in  the  tranfactions 
''  of  this  year,  though  it  was  not  fo  full  of  ftriking 
events,  nor  does  it  afford  fuch  a  fplendid  fubjcdl:  for  narra- 
tive, yet  it  is  as  interrefting  to  an  Englifh  reader,  and  may 
perhaps  prove  more  infcructive ;  as  it  fhews  us  in  fo  ftrong 
a  light,  the  miferable  confequences  of  our  political  divihons, 
which  produced  a  general  unfteadinefs  in  all  out  purfuits, 
and  infiifed  a  langour  and  ina6tivitv  into  all  our  military  ope- 
rations. For,  whilft  our  com.manders  abroad  knew  not  who 
were  to  reward  their  fervices  or  punifh  their  negk<51:s,  and 
were  not  affured  in  what  light  even  the  beft  of  their  adlions 
would  be  confidered,  (having  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they 
might  not  be  judged  of  as  they  were  in  themfelves,  but  as 
their  appearances  might  anfwcr  the  end  of  i^wx  ruling  fac- 
tion ; 
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tion  ;)    they  naturally  wanted  that  firmnefs  and  that  enter- 
prizing  refolution,  without  which  the  beft  capacity,  and  in- 
tentions the  moft  honeft,  can  do  nothing  in  war.     The  at- 
tachment of  moft  men  to  their  parties,  weakened  their  af- 
fection to  their  country.     It  has  been  imagined  that  mini- 
fters  did  not  always  wifh  fuccefs  even  to  their  own  fchemes 
left  obnoxious  men  fhould  acquire  credit  by  the  execution 
of  them ;  as  it  was  fufpeded  that   officers  even  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  own  reputation,  did  not  exert  their  faculties 
to  the  utmoft,  left  a  difagreeable   minifterial  fyftem   fhould 
eftablifti    the  credit    of  its  counfels   by  the  vigour  of  their 
operations.  For  my  part,  I  think  that  thefe  refinements,  in 
which  there  is  often  as  much  malice  difcovered  as  penetra- 
tion, have  carried  the  matter  infinitely  too  far.  But  certain 
it  is,  that  the  fpirit  of  perfonal  parties  and  attachments,  ne- 
ver carried  to  greater  lengths  than  at  that  time,  proved  of 
very  bad  confequences,  if  it  had   no  other   efFe£l   than  to 
raife  and  to  give  a  colour  to  fuch  fufpicions  as  we  have  firft 
mentioned.     Whatever  was   the  caufe,  it  is  moft  certain, 
that  our  fuccefs  in  America  this  year,  no  more  anfwered  to 
the  greatnefs  of  our  preparations  and  our  hopes  than  it  did 
in  the  two  preceding. 

The  attack  upon  Crown  Point,  which  had  been  a  princi- 
pal object  of  our  attention  in  the  beginning,  feemed  at  this 
time  to  be  laid  afide;  and  an  expedition  to  Louifbourg,  un- 
doubtedly a  more  confiderable  obje6l    in  itfelf,   fupplied  its 
place.     Lord  Loudoun  was  to  commiand  the  land  forces  in 
this  expedition ;  Admiral  Holborn  the  navy.     The  former 
left  New  York  with    a  body    of  6000  men,  and 
failed  to  Halifax,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  latter,      July  9. 
v/ho  had  failed  from  Corke  on  the  7  th  of  May  v/ith 
a  confiderable  fleet,  and    much  the  fame  number  of  land 
forces,  which  his  Lordfhip  had  brought  from  New  York, 
When  the  united  arm.ies  and  fleets  were  on  the  point  of  de- 
parting for  LouifDourg,  news   arrived  at  Halifax,  that  the 
Breft  fleet  confifting  of  feventeen   fhips  of  the  line  befides 
frigates,  with  great  fupplies  of  military  ftores,  provifions, 
and  men,  were  arrived  at  the  harbour  v/hich  they  were  pre- 
paring to  attack.     This  nev/s   immediately  fufpended  their 
preparations.     Councils  of  war  were  held  one  after  another. 
The  refult  of  the  whole  was,  that  as  the  place  v/as  fo  well 
reinforced,    the  fleet    of  the  French  rather  fuperior  to  our 
navy,  and  the  {tdSoix  fo  far  advanced,  it  v/as  the  more  pru- 
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dent  courfe  to  defer  the  enterprife  to  a  more  favourable  op- 
portunity. This  refolution  feems  to  have  been  moft 
eligible  in  their  circumftances,  becaufe  the  council  of  war 
was  almoft  unanimous  in  it. 

Lord  Loudoun  returned  to  New  York,  and  the  Admiral 
now  freed  from  the  care  of  the  tranfports  fet  fail  for  Louif- 
bourg,  in  hopes  as  it  was  faid,  of  drawing  the  French  fleet 
to  an  engagement.  But  upon  what  grounds  this  hope  was 
x;onceived,  I  confefs  I  cannot  feej  as  it  could  not  be  ima- 
gined, that  the  French  fleet  having  no  fort  of  occafion  to 
iight  in  order  to  protect  Louifoourg,  would  chufe  out  of  a 
bravado  to  bring  on  an  unneceflary  battle.  However  it 
v/as,  the  Englilh  fquadron  continued  to  cruize  ofF  that  har- 
bour until  the  2jth  of  September,  when  they  were  overtaken 
by  a  terrible  ftorm,  in  which  one  of  our  fliips  was  loft,  eleven 
difmafted,  and  the  reft  returned  to  England  in  a  very  ftiat- 
tered  condition.  This  was  the  end  of  the  expedition  to 
LoLiifb'Ourg  from  which  fo  much  was  expected.  But  it  was 
not  the  vv-orft  confequences  which  attended  it. 

Since  Ofv/ego  had  been  taken,  the  French  remained  en- 
tirely mafters  of  all  the  lakes,  and  we  could  do  nothing  to 
obftrufl  their  collecting  the  Indians  from  all  parts,  and 
obliging  them  to  a<?c  in  their  favour.  But  our  apprehenfions, 
(or  what  fhall  they  be  called  ?)  did  more  in  favour  of  the 
French  than  their  conquefts.  Not  fatified  with  the  lofs  of 
that  important  fortrefs,  we  ourfelves  abandoned  lo  the  rner^ 
cy  of  the  enemy  all  the  country  of  the  Five  Nations,  the 
only  body  of  Indians  who  preferved  even  the  appearance  of 
friendlhip  to  us.  The  forts  we  had  at  the  Great  carrying 
Place  were  demolifticd;  Wood  Creek  was  induftrioufly 
flopped  up  and  filled  with  logs  ;  by  which  it  became  evident 
to  all  thofe  who  knew  that  country,  that  our  com.munication 
with  our  allied  Indians  was  totally  cut  oft";  and  what  v/as 
worfc,  our  whole  frontier  left  perfedly  uncovered  to  the 
irruption  of  the  enemies  favages,  who  foon  availed  them- 
felves  of  our  errors.  For  after  the  removal  of  thefe  barriers, 
and  the  taking  of  Fort  William  Henry,  of  which  we  fhall 
fpeak  prefently,  they  deftroycd  v/i:h  fire  and  fword  the  fine 
fettlements  which  v/e  pofTefted  on  the  Mohawks  river  and 
on  thofe  grounds  called  the  German  flats.  Thus  with  a 
vaft  increafe  of  our  forces,  and  the  clcareft  fuperioritv  over 
the  enemy,  we  only  abandoned  our  allies,  cxpofcd  our  peo- 
ple, and  relinquifhcd  a  large  and  valuable  tract  pf  country. 

The 
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The  French  foon  made  us  feel  effedually  the  want  of  what 
we  had  loft,  and  what  v/e  had  thrown  away. 

A  confiderablc  fort  called  Fort  William-Henry,  had  been 
built  on  the  fouthern  edge  of  the  Lake  George,  in  order  to 
command  that  lake,  and  to  cover  our  frontiers  ;  a  garrifon 
of  2500  men  defended  it.  General  Webb  with  about  4000 
men  was  pofted  at  no  great  ^liftance.  No  fooner  had  the 
■French  learned  that  my  Lord  Loudoun  with  the  body  of  the 
army  was  gone  on  the  Louifbourg  expedition,  than  they 
prepared  to  take  advantage  of  his  abfence.  They  drew  toge- 
ther all  the  forces  which  they  had  at  Crown-Point,  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  the  adjacent  pofts  ;  they  added  a  confiderable 
body  of  Canadians,  and  a  greater  number  of  Indians  than 
they  had  ever  yet  employed;  the  whole  m.ade  near  8coo 
•men.  With  thefe  and  a  very  good  artillery,  Monfieur 
Montcalm  prepared  to  befiege  Fort  William-Henry.  It  is 
faid  that  the  advances  of  this  commander  v/ere  not  made 
with  fo  much  fecreiy  as  to  prevent  General  Webb  from 
having  early  intellige'nce  of  his  m.otions;  but  unfortunately 
no  credit  being  given  to  this  intelligence,  orders  were  not 
fent  to  collecl  the  militia  in  fuiHcient  time,  which  in  con- 
jundion  with  his  ov/n  forces,  and  with  thofe  in  the  fort  had 
either  obliged  the  French  to  relinquilh  their  attempt,  or  to 
have  made  it  a  very  great  hazard.  But  the  fiege  being 
now  regularly  formed,  and  the  befiegers  meeting 
but  little  oppofition  from  within,  and  no  diftur-  Aug.  3. 
banqe  at  all  from  without,  the  place  was  in  fix 
days  furrendered  by  the  advice  of  General  Webb  ;  gth, 
whofe  intercepted  letter  M.  Montcalm,  fent  into 
the  fort. 

The  garrifon  marched  out  with  their  arms,  and  engaged 
not  to  fervp  during  eighteen  m.onths.  The  French  favages 
paid  no  regard  to  the  capitulation,  but  falling  upon  our 
m^en  as  they  marched  out,  dragged  away  the  little  effe6ls 
they  had  left,  bawling  the  Indians  and  Blacks  in  our  fer- 
vice  out  of  their  ranks,  fcalping  fom.e,  carrying  off  others, 
and  committing  a  thoufand  outrages  and  barbarities,  from 
w^hich  the  French  commander  endeavoured  in  vain  to 
reftrain  them.  All  this  was  fufiered  by  2000  men  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  from  a  diforderly  crew  of  favages. 
Hovv^ever,  the  greateft  part  of  our  men,  though  in  a  bad 
condition,  got  to  Fort  Edward,  fome  by  flight  ;  fome 
having   furrendered    themfelves  -  to  the   P^rench,  were  by 
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them  fent  home.  The  enemy  demolifhcd  the  fort,  car- 
ried ofF  the  provifion,  ammunition,  artillery,  and  the  vef- 
ftls  which  we  had  prepared  on  the  lake,  and  departed 
^vithout  attempting  any  thing  farther.  Neither  was  any 
thing  farther  attem.pted  on  our  fide.  And  thus  v/as  finifhed 
the  third  campaign  in  North  America,  where  we  had 
acTtually  near  20,000  regular  tioops,  a  great  number  of 
provincial'  forces,  and  a  great  naval  power  of  upwards  of 
twenty  fhips  of  the  line. 

A  war  between  the  maritime  powers  is  felt  in  all  parts  of 
the  world.     Not  content  with  innaming  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, the  diHentions  of  the  French  and  Engliili  purfued  the 
tracls  of  their  commerce,  and  the  Genges  felt  the  fatal  ef- 
fe£ls    of  a   quarrel  on   the  Ohio.     But    here  the  fcene  is 
changed  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  our  nation  j  the   bra- 
ve-  of  Admiral  Watfon  and  Colonel  Clive,  re-eftablifned 
th  -  .:.  ilitary  honour  of  the  Englifh,  which  was  fmking  there 
fes  iL  had  done  in  all  other  places.     Admiral  Watfon  with 
iic  ^'.oie  than  three  fhips  of  the  line,  failed  from  Madrafs, 
and   afer    a  tedious  voyage  arrived  at  the  port  of 
Dec.  5.     Balafore  in  the  kingdom  ot  Bengal,  where  ftrength- 
ening  his  force  with  vrhat  recruits  he  could  draw 
together,  he  entered  the  Ganges,  and  after  a  fnort  refiftance 
made    himfelf  mafter   of  Bufbudgia  fort   which 
Jan.  30.    commanded  that  part  of  the  river.     This  opened 
him  a  paflkge  to  the  fort  of  Calcutta,  the  late  prin- 
cipal fettlemcnt  of  the  company  in  Bengal,  and  the  fcene  of 
the  deplorable  fufTerings    of  fo  many  of  our   unfortunate 
countrymen.     Animated  with  revenge  at  the  affedl:ing  fight 
€>{  this  place,  our  fhips  and  land  forces  attacked  it  with  fo 
much  fpirits,  that   the  Indians   furrendered  it  on  the  fame 
day  it  was  approached.     A  few  days  after  Hugly,  fituatcd 
higher  up  the  Ganges,  was  reduced  with  as  little  difHculty. 
The  Nabob,  who  faw  that  the  torrent  of  the  Englifh  va- 
lour could  not    be  refifred  by  fuch  feeble  dam.s  as  forts  de- 
fended by  Indicins,  drew  down  a  whole  army  confiffing  of 
lC,oco  horfe,  and  12,000  foot,  to   drive  them   from  their 
conquefrs.  Infinitely  inferior  as  our  troops  were  in  num.ber, 
they  did  not  hefitate  to  attack  the  Nabob's  army. 
Feb.  5.     ^  hough  our  forces  did  not  entirely  rout  the  In- 
dians, yet    they  made  a  great  flaughter   amongd 
them;  and  they  had   fo  much  the  advantage  of  the  field, 
,        that  the  Nabob  was  in  a  fhort  time  glad   to  con- 
9     *     elude  a  treaty  of  peace,  by  which   the  Englifh 
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Eaft-Tndia  comparxy  was  re-eftabllfhed  in  all  Its  antlent  pri- 
vileges; an  immunity  from  all  taxes  was  granted,  and  a 
reftitution  promifed  for  all  that  the  trade  had  fuffered  in  the 
talcing  oi  Calcutta. 

When  all  cbilru^tion  on  the  fide  of  the  Indians  was  re- 
moved, and  the  company's  officers  had  taken  poflellion  of 
their  antlent  eflablilhments,  the  Admiral  turned  his  arms 
againil  the  French.  He  refolved  to  attack  Chandenagore, 
fituated  fomev/hat  Higher  on  the  river  than  Calcutta ;  a 
place  of  confiderable  ftrength  and  the  principal  fettlement 
of  the  French  in  that  part  of  the  Eaft-Indies.  In  this  ex- 
pedition Colonel  Cli\'e  commanded  700  Europeans  and  1600 
Black  foldiers.  The  Admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock  com- 
manded the  fleet,  if  it  may  be  called  a  fleet,  which  confided 
of  no  more  than  three  fliips  of  the  line,  the  Kent,  the  Ty- 
ger,  and  the  Saliibury.  The  French  prepared  in  the  bell 
manner  they  could  to  receive  them,  and  funk  feveral  large 
vefTels  both  above  and  belovv^  their  fort;  but  the  Admiral 
having  by  carefully  founding  found  a  fafe-  pafTage  without 
being  driven  to  the  neccility  of  weighing  up  any  of  the 
fhips,  made  fo  fevere  a  fire  upon  the  fort,  in  v/hich  he  was 
feconded  by  Colonel  Clive's  batteries  on  the  fhore, 
that  the  place  capitulated  in  lefs  than  three  hours.  May  24. 
500  Europeans  and  700  Blacks  furrendered  prifo- 
ners  of  war;  183  pieces  of  cannon  were  found  in  the 
place,  befices  a  confiderable  value  in  goods  and  money. 
Four  forts  cod  our  troops  no  more  than  four  days  to  reduce 
them.. 

The  judicious  timeing  of  thefe  feveral  operations,  as  well 
as  thofe  which  followed,  was  not  lefs  laudable  than  the 
s;allant  fpirit  with  which  they  were  executed.  Before  the 
French  were  alarmed,  cure  v/as  taken  to  re-polTefs  all  the 
pofls  we  formerly  held  ;  to  humble  the  Nabob  by  fomeref- 
fedlual  blow;  and  by  a  treaty  tie  up  his  hands  from  acting 
againft  us.  This  Prince  had  fhewed  himfelf  from  the  mo- 
ment of  his  figning  that  treaty,  very  little  inclined  to  abide 
by  the  ftipulations  he  had  made.  He  indeed  prom.ifed 
abundantly,  but  alv/ays  deferred  the  performance  upon  fuch 
frivolous  pretences,  as  evidently  demonifrated  his  ill  inten- 
tions. The  Engiifh  commanders  underftood  this  proceed- 
ing perfectly  well;  but  they  refolved  to  difTemble  their  fenfe 
of  it,  until  they  had  broken  the  French  power  in  this  pro- 
vince, which  they  had  greater  reafon  to  dread,  fmall  as  it 

was. 
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j^^as,  than  all  the  armi'^s  of  the  Nabob.  When  they  had 
fully  acccmpliilied  this  by  the  taking  of  Chandenagore,  they 
deliberated  whether  they  ought  not  tore-commence  hoftili- 
ties  with  the  Indians.  A  refolution  in  the  affirmative  had 
been  attended  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  if  a  moft 
fortunate  incident  had  not  helped  to  enfun.  fuccefs. 

The  Nabob  Suraja  Doula,  the  fame  who  had  the  laflyear 
taken  Calcutta,  had  Ihewn  to  his  own  fubjeds  the  fame  vio- 
lent and  perfidous  fpirit,  v/hich  formerly  and  ftill  diflrtiled 
the  Englifli.  His  Generals  were  moftly  difcontented,  and 
fome  ot  them  entered  into  a  confpiracy  againft  him.  Jaffier 
Ali  Cawn  one  of  his  principal  officers,  a  man  of  great  power 
and  interefl,  was  at  the  head  of  this  confpiracy.  As  foon 
as  their  defigns  were  ripened,  they  communicated  them  to 
theEnglifn  government  in  Calcutta,  praying  their  affiftance. 
The  chiefs  there  did  not  hefitate  long  what  party  they 
fhouldtake;  they  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Jeffier  Ali  Cawn 
and  the  confpirators;  and  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  our 
troops  immediately  took  the  field  uner  Colonel  Clive.  The 
Admiral  undertook  to  garrifon  the  fort  of  Chandenagore 
with  his  feamen,  in  order  to  leave  the  greater  number  of 
land  forces  for  the  expedition.  A  detachninnt  of  fifty  fea- 
men with  their  offi.cers  were  added  to  ferve  as  gunners.  A 
twenty  gun  fiiip  v/as  {rationed  above  Hugly,  in  order  to 
preferve  a  communication  between  Colonel  Clive  and  the 
Admiral, 

Their  prelim.inary  meafures  being  thus  judicioufly  taken, 
they  advanced  up  the  river,  and  in  a  few  days  brought  the 
Nabob's  army  of  about  20,000  men  exclufive  ofthofe  who 
favours^d  the  confpirators,  to  an  adion,  which  was 
June22.  decifive  in  favour  of  the  Englifh.  l\vo  confider- 
able  bodies  commanded  by  Jaffier  and  Roy  Dolub 
remained  inactive  in  the  engagement.  I'he  Nabob  feeing 
himlcif  ruined  by  the  treachery  of  his  officers  and  the  cow- 
ardice of  his  troops,  fled  with  the  few  who  continued  faith- 
ful to  him. 

Jaffier  Ali  Cawn  now  declared  himfelf  openly  ;   and  en- 
termer  Muxadavat  the  capital  of  the  province  with 

26.         an  arm)'  of  his  friends  and  vi(5lorious  allies,  he  was 

placed  by  Colonel  Clive  in  the  antient  feat  of  the 

Nabobs,  and  received  the  homage  of  all  ranks  of  people  as 

Suba  of  Bengal,  Bahar  and  Or  xa.     The  depofed  Nabob 

was  foon  after  made  prifor^er,  and  put  to  dqath  in  his  prifon 
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by  the  conqueror.  In  about  thirteen  days  this  great  revo- 
lution was  accomplifhed ;  and  with  lefs  force  and  troubie 
than  is  often  required  to  take  a^  petty  village  in  G-crmanyj 
was  transferred  the  government  of  avail  kingdom,  yielding 
in  its  dimenfions  to  few  in  Europe,  but  to  none  in  the  ferti- 
lity of  its  foil,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  rich- 
nefs  of  its  commerce.  By  the  alliance  with  the  new  "Nabob, 
and  by  the  redu<5tion  of  Chandenagore,  the  French  were 
entirely  driven  out  of  Bengal  and  ail  its  dependencies.  This 
was  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  By  the  ether  articles, 
a  perpetual  alliance  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  was  made  be- 
tween the  parties.  The  territories  of  the  company  were 
enlarged,  and  upwards  of  two  millions  fterling  v/as  ilipu- 
lated  to  be  paid  as  an  indemnification  to  the  Eall-India  com- 
pany, and  thefufrerers  in  the  taking  of  Calcutta.  The  new 
Nabob,  full  of  gratitude  to  thofe  to  whom  he  owed  his  dig- 
nity, gave,  befides  the  above  large  fums,  about  6co,ccoo 
pounds,  as  a  gratuity  to  the  fea  fquadron  and  the  troops. 
However  Ihort  of  expectation  our  enterprifes  in  America  fell 
this  year,  thofe  in  the  Eaft-Indies  greatly  exceeded  every 
thing  we  could  hope  from  the  forces  which  were  employed. 
And  it  may  be  doubted  whether  all  the  great  powers. en- 
gaged in  the  prefent  bloody  wars  in  Europe,  in  which  fuch 
torrents  of  blood  were  fpilled,  and  fo  many  millions  of  trea- 
fure  are  wafted,  v/ili  in  the  conclufion  reap  am.ongft  them  fo 
much  folid  profit  as  the  Englifli  Eaft-India  company  did  Vv^ith 
a  handful  of  men  in  a  ihort  cam.paign.  The  joy  of  the  na- 
tion at  thefe  fignal  fuccelTes,  was  not  a  little  damped  by  the 
death  of  Admiral  Watfon,  v/ho  loft  his  life  by  the 
unwholefomnefs  of  the  country,  in  which  he  had  Aug.  16. 
eftablifhed  a  great  and  iafting  reputation.  Colonel 
Clive  ftill  lives  to  enjoy  the  ix)rtune  and  honour  he  has  ac- 
quired by  his  gallant  actions. 

CHAP.     VIII. 

French  retire  out  of  Ham^'er.  The  taking  of  Hey  a.  Mm- 
den  taken.  D'lftrcfs  of  the  French,  Generofity  of  the  Duke 
de  Randan.  The  Frc7ich  retire  heymd  the  Rhine.  Recovery 
of  Emden  by  Commodore  Holmes. 

A   LL  the   bloodfhed  of   the    laft  campaign   in  ^  j^- 

■■^^  Germany,  and  thofe  loiTes   which  both    the  ^^ 

victorious  and  vanquifhed  felt  fo  very  feverely,  produced  no 

overtures 
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overtures  towards  peace  from  any  of  the  powers  at  war. 
And  perhaps  nothing  fo  fingular  ever  happened,  as  that  fo 
many  dates,  united,  if  not  againft  their  real  interefts,  yet 
againft  all  their  former  habits  of  connection,  full  of  fo  ma- 
ny occafions  of  jealoufy,  abounding  v/ith  matter  of  com- 
plaint againft  each  other,  and  even  involved  in  mJsfortunes 
which  ufually,deftroy  a  mutual  confidence,  that  not  one  of 
thefe  powers  either  from  fear,  or  hope,  or  wearinefs,  or 
levity,  defifted  from  their  hoftilities  againft  the  King  of 
Pruffia;  nor  did  that  monarch  acquire  one  ally  more  by 
the  admiration  of  his  fucceftes,  than  he  had  formerly  gained 
through  compaflion  to  his  misfortunes.  All  the  confe- 
derates preferved  the  fame  attachment  to  each  other,  to 
him  the  fame  animofity.  It  is  equally  a  matter  of  great  ad- 
miration, how  the  refources  even  of  thefe  great  ftates, 
could  keep  pace  with  their  ambition,  and  in  a  very  few 
months  fupply  the  place  of  great  armies  almoft  wholly  de- 
ftroyed.  The  King  of  PrulTia  by  his  victories  had  added  to 
his  natural  refources.  Thefe  refources  v/ere  more  confide- 
rable  than  is  commonly  im.agined  ;  and  the  pofTeffion  of 
Saxony  which  yielded  him  great  fupplies,  faved  his  own 
revenue.  He  was  indeed  not  quite  fo  frefli  as  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war ;  but  then  the  condition  of  the  enemy 
was  in  many  refpects  far  worfe  than  his.  His  troops  had 
befides  acquired  a  high  reputation  and  a  clear  fuperiority 
over  all  others.  The  confideration,  however,  of  an  army 
greatly  harralfed,  and  a  moft  fevere  winter,  obliged  him 
to  reftrain  his  ardor,  and  to  attempt  nothing  againft  the 
Auftrians  in  the  months  of  January,  February  and  March. 
The  fame  inadion  owing  to  much  the  fame  caufes,  pre- 
vailed amongft  the  Hanoverians  for  a  little  time  :  but  hav- 
ing been  reinforced  about  the  middle  of  February  by  a  body 
of  Prullian  horfe,  they  put  their  whole  army  once  more  in 
motion. 

The  Duke  deRichlieu  had  been  recalled,  and  the  Count 
of  Clermont  now  commanded  the  French  troops.  This 
was  their  third  commander  in  chief  within  the  fpace  of  a 
year;  a  circumftance  alone  fufHcient  to  {h^w  the  uuiteadi- 
nefs  of  their  councils,  and  the  irregularity  of  their  opera- 
tions. In  effedf,  they  every  where  retreated  before  the 
Hanoverians,  whofe  main  body  marched  on  the  right  to 
the  coimtry  of  Bremen  ;  vv)n!ft  a  lecf)nd  body  under  Gene- 
i;al  Zaftrow  kep*  on  tiie  left  towards  GiH'oru.   They  puflied 

tlic 
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the  French  from  poll:  to  poil.  They  abliged  them  to  eva- 
cuate Otterfberg,  Bremen  and  Werden.  The  caiile  of 
Rotterberg  was  taken  in  fix  hours.  A  confiderable  detach- 
ment under  Count  Chabot  was  pofted  at  Hoya,  a  ftrong 
fort  upon  the  Wefer,  and  a  place  of  fuch  confequencj 
that  prince  Ferdinand  refolved  to  difiodge  the  enemy  from, 
it.  He  appointed  for  that  fervice  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Brunfwick,  with  four  batalions  of  fool  and  feme  light 
horfe.  This  Prince,  not  twenty  year  of  age,  had  already 
entered  into  the  courfe  of  glory  under  the  aufpices  of  his 
uncle,  and  full  of  ardor  to  fignalize  hirnfeif,  with  joy  em- 
braced the  occafion ;  and  here  he  gave  an  earneft  of  his 
fame,  in  one  of  the  moft  lively  and  heft  conducted  adions 
in  the  war.  The  firlt  fruits  of  this  young  hero  were  fuch 
as  would  have  done  honour  to  the  maturity  of  the  moil 
experienced  foldier. 

The  Prince  had  a  broad  and  deep  river  to  pafs.     He  had 
no  means  of  tranfporting  his  men,  but  a  hngle 
float;  fo  that  a  long  time  muft  be  fpent  in  get-    Feb.  23. 
ting  them  over  :  what  was  v/orft,  before  half  his 
troops  were  pafTed,  a  ilrong  wind  arofe,  v/hich  rendered  the 
float  unfer\iceable,  and  entirely  cut  oit  all  communication 
between  the  Prince   and   the  moft   confiderable  number  of 
his  party,  whilft  the  party  he  was  going  to  attack  was  fu- 
periortohim,  had  his  whole  body  been  together.     In  this 
exigence    the  Prince    came    to    a    refolution    \yorthy    of 
himfelf.     He  refolved  not  to  fpend  any  time  in  attempts  to 
bring  over  the  reft  of  his  troops,  much  lefs  to  make  any  at- 
tem.pts  to  return  to  them ;  but  to  urge  on  boldly,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  poffefs  tnc  enemy  with  an  opinion   of  his 
flrength,  and  to  attack  them  briilly  before  they  could    be 
undeceived.     Therefore,  betwe^^n  four  and  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  they  marched  with  the  utmoft  fpeed  dire6fly 
to  the  tov/n  of  Hoya.     When  they  had  approached  within 
a  mile  and  a  iialf  of  the  place,  another  accident  v/as  on  the 
point  of  defeating  the  whole  enterprife.     Their  detachment 
fired  by  miftake  upon  four  of  the  enemies  dragoons,  who 
were  patrolling;  the  firing  was  caught  from  one  to  another, 
and  at  laft  became  general.     This  feemed  more  than  enough 
to  difcover  their  motions  and  alarm    the  enemy.     But    the 
fame  fpirit  influenced  the  conduft  of  every  part  of  this  af- 
fair ;    a   bold  countenance  became  neceiTary,  and  it  was 
aijumed ;    they  marched  v/ith  the  utmoft  diligence  to  the 

town 
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town,  and  encountered  the  enemy  at  the  bridge  ;    a  fierce 
fire,  well  fupported    on  either  fide,  enfu^d.     The  ground 
was  fuch,  that  the  Prince  could  not  bring  up  his  whole  de- 
tatchment  equally.  Senfible  of  this  difadvantage,  he  form- 
ed a  dcfign  to  overcome  it,  as  judicious,  as  it  was  refolute, 
which  was  to  turn  the  enemy  by  attacking  them  in  the  rear  ; 
to  execute  this  defign,   it  was  necefi^ary  to   make  a  circuit 
about  the  town.     Every  thing  fucceeded  :    The   attack  on 
the  enemy's  rear  was  made  with  bayonnets  fixed,  a  terrible 
flaughter  enfued.      The  French  abondoned  the  bridge,  and 
fled  in  confufion  :   The  Prince  having  cleared  the  town  of 
the  enemy,  joined  the  party   he   had  left.     The  Count  de 
Chabot  threw  him.felf,  with  tv/o  batallions  into  the  caftle, 
with  a  refolution  to  maintain  himfelf  there  ;  but  in  a  little 
time   he   capitulated,  furrendering   the    place,    his  fl:ores, 
and  magazines,  his  troops  being  permitted  to  march  out. 
The  Prince,  who  had  no  artillery,  and  who,  on  account  of 
the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  defpaired   of  bringing  up  heavy 
cannon,  fuffered  them  to  depart.     Six  hundred  and  feventy 
men  were    made    prifoners  in   the  a6lion,  and    a  place   of 
much  importance,  and   which  opened  a  paffage  over  the 
Wefer,  fecured  to  the  Hanoverians,  with  the  lofs    of  lefs 
than  loco  men  killed  and  wounded.     I  have  dwelt  on  this 
adtion,  and  defcribed  it  as  particularly  as  I  could,  though 
nothing  decifive  in  itfelf,  becaufeit  is  not  in  pitched  battles 
between  great  armies,  where   the   moft  mafterly  flrokes  of 
conduct  are  always  difplayed;  thefe  lefler  affairs  frequently 
call  for  a'  much   or  more  of  fagacity,  refolution,  and  pre- 
fence    of  mind,  in   the  commander;    yet  are  they  often 
flighly    paffed  by,  as  matters   of  no  confequence,  by  the 
generality   of  people,  who  rather  confidcr  the  greatnefs  of 
the  event,  than  the  fpirit  of  the  a6lion. 

Prince  Ferdinand  continued  to  advance,  v.'ith  his  right 
on  one  fide  of  the  Wefer,  and  his  left  on  the  other ;  the 
French  continued  to  retire,  and  fuccefnvely  abandoned  all 
the  places  they  had  occupied  in  the  electorate,  except 
Minden.     A  garrifon  of  4000  men   defended   that    place ; 

but  it  was  clofely  invclled,  and  in  nine  days  the 

March      whole  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.     Se- 

J4.        veral  ikirmifhes  happened  between    the  advanced 

parties  of  the  Hanoverian  army  and  the  French, 
always  to  the  advantage  of  the  former.  The  wretched  con- 
dition of  the  French  troops  is  hardly  to  be  defcribed  or  ima- 

<?-ined  : 
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gined :  officers  and  foldiers  involved  in  one  common  dlftrefs ; 
the  oiricers  for'2;ot  their  rank,  and  the  foldiers  their  obedi- 
ence; full  hofpitals,  and  empty  magazines  ;  a  rigorous  fea- 
fon  and  bad  covering ;  their  baggage  feized  or  abandoned, 
and  the  huflars  and  hunters  of  the  allied  army  continually 
haraffing,  pillaging,  and  cutting  them  oiF.  It  v^as  no  alle- 
YJation  to  their  mifery,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
which  they  abandoned,  were  reduced  to  the  fame  extremi- 
ties. The  favage  behaviour  of  fome  of  their  troops  at  their 
departure,  took  away  all  compaffion  for  their  fufFerings; 
but  this  was  not  univerfal.  The  Duke  de  Randan,  who 
commanded  in  Hanover,  quitted  the  place  with  the  fame 
virtue,  that  he  had  fo  long  held  it.  Refentment  had  no 
power  to  perfwade  him  to  a6t  with  rigour,  in  the  adverfe 
turn  of  the  French  affairs,  than  the  pride  of  conqueft  had 
in  their  profperity.  When  he  had  orders  to  evacuate  the 
place,  there  were  very  confiderable  magazines  of  corn  and 
forage,  amaffed  for  the  ufe  of  the  army ;  he  had  full  time 
to  burn  them,  and  he  had  precedents  enough  to  have  jufti- 
fied  the  a6i:ion:  but  he  left  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  the 
magiftrates,  to  be  gratuitoufly  diftributed  to  the  poor:  he 
employed  all  his  vigilance  to  prevent  the  leaft  diforder 
amongft  his  troops,  and  was  himfelf  the  laft  man  that 
marched  out  of  the  town.  This  behaviour,  which  did  fuch 
honour  to  his  name  and  country,  has  made  his  memory  for 
ever  dear  to  the  Hanoverians,  drew  tears  of  love  and  grati- 
tude from  his  enemies,  and  acknowledgments  from  the 
generous  Prince  againft  v/hom  he  ferved. 

The  French,  through  extreme  difficulties,  marched  to- 
wards the  Rhine  in  three  columns.  The  feveral  fcattered 
bodies,  which  had  united  at  Munfler,  formed  the  right. 
The  body,  which  came  from  Paderborn,  and  which  was 
commanded  by  the  prince  of  Clermont  in  perfon,  march- 
ed in  the  middle.  The  forces  which  had  occupied  Heffe 
were  on  the  left.  In  this  order  they  reached  the  Rhine, 
which  they  all  pafTed,  except  a  body  under  Count  Cler- 
mont, who  ftill  remained  at  Wefel,  and  refolved  to  main- 
tain that  poft.  The  French  army,  which  about  four 
months  before  had  paffed  the  Rhine  in  numbers,  and  in  a 
condition  to  make  the  moPc  powerful  enemies  tremble,  with- 
out any  adverfe  ftroke  of  war  whatfoever,  by  a  fate  almoft 
unparalleled,  now  repafled  it  like  fugitives,  in  a  condition 
the  mofl;  deplorable,  reduced  to  lefs  than  half  their  original 

E  number 
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number,  and  clofely  purfued  by  the  enemy,  which  they  had 
obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

The  fame  ill   fortune,  and  the  fame  defpair  of  their  afr 

fairs  followed   them    every    where.     On   the  arrival    of  a 

fmall  Englifh  fquadron,  commanded  by  commodore  Holmes 

before  Embden,  and  their  taking  an  advantageous 

March      fituation,  which  cut  off  the  communication  be- 

14.  tween  the  town  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ems; 
the  French  garrifon,  confifting  of  4000  men,  im- 

.^'  mediately  evacuated  the  place.  As  foon  as  Mr. 
Holmes  difcovered  their  defign,  an.[  that  they  v/ere  tranf- 
porting  their  artillery  and  baggage  up  the  river,  he  order- 
ed out  a  few  armed  boats  to  purfue  them-  Thefe  took 
fome  of  the  enemy's  veflels,  in  which  wxre  the  fon  of  an 
oiticer  of  diftii.lliion,  and  a  confiderabie  fum  of  money. 
The  commodore  without  delay  reilored  the  fon,  to  his  fa- 
ther, and  offered  to  return  the  money,  on  receiving  the 
ofncer's  v/ord  of  honour,  that  it  was  his  private  property. 
This  affair  is  mentioned,  not  only  todo  juftice  to  the  judi- 
cious conduct  by  w^hich  a  place  of  fo  much  confideration 
was  fo  eafily  carried,  but  alfo  to  that  generofity  of  fpirit^ 
which  fo  nobly  diftinguiihes  almoil  all  thofe,  who  hold  any 
rank  in  our  fervice. 

CHAP.     IX. 

Alterations  in  the  French  miniftry.  The  JIate  of  the  Engllfn 
affairs  in  the  year  1758.  Subfidy  treaty  ijuith  the  King 
of  Fruffia.  Affairs  of  Sweden  and  Ruffia,  Schvjcidniti, 
taken.  King  of  Pruffta  enters  Moravia  and  invejls  0/t 
viutz,  Condu^l  of  Count  Daun,  Attacks  the  P ruffian 
convoy.  Siege  of  Olmutz  raifcd.  King  of  P ruffia  inarches 
into  Bohemia, 


HILST    the  French  arms   fuffered  fuch   difgraccs 
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^  '  abroad,  they  endeavoured  by  an  alteration  of  their 
councils  at  home,  to  reftore  their  credit.  Their  minifters 
had  been  long  the  fport  of  female  caprice;  it  was  their 
power  of  pleafmg  a  miillrefs  who  governed  their  Kiiig,  that 
alone  qualified  them  to  {Qr\Q^  their  country.  Some  of  the 
j^iofl  able  men  were  turned  out  of  their  employments  with 
difgrace;  others  retired  from  the  publick  fervice  v/ith  in^ 
dignation  5  a  certain  low  character  had  for  a  long  time  ap- 
peared 
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peared  in  all  the  proceedings  of  France,  both  within. arid 
without.  Even  in  their  domeflic  difputes,  and  where 
fomething  of  a  free  and  manly  fpirit  appeared,  this  fpirk 
evaporated,  and  fpent  itfelf  upon  unworthy  and  delpicable 
objecSls.  Tiiefe  contefts  which  involved  the  church,  the 
law  and  the  crown,  weakened  them  all  ;  and  the  ftate 
felt  all  tht:  ill  effects  of  diiunion  of  its  orders,  without  fee-- 
ingan  augmentation  of  power  thrown  into  the  fcale  of  any. 
But  now  taught  by  their  misfortunes  and  difgraces,  they 
were  obliged  t,o  an  alteration  in  their  condudl :  they  were 
obliged  to  call  men  to  the  public  fervice  upon  public  prin- 
ciples: at  a  time  indeed,  when  in  many  refpe<51:s  things 
could  only  be  altered,  not  mended:  and  wife  and  able  mi- 
nilters  could  do  little  m.ore  by  their  penetration  and  public 
fpirit,  th?.n  to  fee  and  lament  the  ruin,  caufed  by  the  want 
of  thofe  virtues  in  their  predeceflbrs.  The  duke  de  Belle- 
ifle,  known  to  all  Europe  for  his  great  abilities,  and  his 
great  exploits,  was  at  length  placed  at  the  head  of  the  mili- 
tary department,  as  fecretary  at  war. 

There  appeared  in  the  com^mon  prints  a  fpeech,  faid  to 
be  made  by  that  nobleman  in  council;  which,  if  it  be  not 
authentic,  contains  at  leafc  fuch  fentiments,  as  would  come 
not  unnaturally  from  a  French  patriot,  and  one  who  had 
ferved  his  King  and  country  with  honour  during  better 
tim-es. 

"  1  knov/,  faid  he,  the  ftate  of  our  armies.  It  gives  me 
"  great  grief,  and  no  lefs  indignation:  for  befides  the  real 
^2  evil  of  the  diforder  in  itfelf,  the  difgrace  and  infam.y 
''  which  it  reflects  on  our  government,  and  on  the  whole 
"  nation,  is  flill  more  to  be  apprehended.  The  choice  of 
"  officers  ought  to  be  made  with  mature  deliberation.  I 
''  know  but  too  v/ell  to  what  length  the  want  of  difcipline, 
*'  pillaging  and  robbing  have  been  carried  on  by  the  oiticers 
*'  and  common  men,  after  the  example  fet  thein  by  their 
''  generals.  It  mortifies  me  to  think  I  am  a  Frenchman; 
*'  my  principals  are  known  to  be  very  different  from  thofe 
"  v/hich  are  nov/ followed.  I  had  the  fatis faction  to  retain 
"  the  efteem,  the  friendfliip  and  the  confideration,  of  all 
*'  the  princes,  noblem.en,  and  even  all  the  comm.on  people 
"  in  ail  parts  of  Gennany  where  I  com.manded  the  king's 
"  forces.  They  lived  there  in  the  mJdfl:  of  abundance; 
^'  every  one  was  pleafed;  it  fills  my  foul  with  anguiili,  to 
''  find  that  at  prefent  the   French  are  held  in  execration  i 
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''  that  every  body  is  difpirited,  and  that  many  ofHcers  pub-r 
*^  lickly  fay  things  that  are  criminal  and  highly  punifhable, 
^'  The  evil  is  (o  great  that  it  demands  immediate  redrefs. 
"  I  can  eafily  judge,  by  what  palTes  in  my  own  breaft,  of 
*'  what  our  generals  feel  from  the  fpeeches  they  muft  daily 
*'  hear  in  Germany,  concerning  our  conduct ;  which 
*'  indeed  would  Icfe  much  to  be  compared  with  that  of  ou?" 
*'  allies.  I  m.uft  particularly  complain  of  the  delays  and 
*'  irregularity  of  the  pofts  ;  a  fervice  which  is  very  ill  pro- 
*'  vided  for.  I  am  likewife  difpleafed  Vv'ith  the  negligence 
^'  of  our  generals  returning  anfwers  j  which  is  a  manifeft 
*'  breach  of  their  duty.  Had  I  commanded  the  army,  a 
*'  thoufand  things  v/hich  are  done,  would  not  have  been, 
done ;  and  others,  which  are  negledted,  would  have 
been  executed.  I  would  have  multiplied  my  communi- 
''  cations;  I  would  have  had  flrong  pofts  on  the  right,  on 
the  left,  and  in  the  centre  lined  with  troops.  1  would 
have  had  magazines  in  every  place.  The  quiet  and  fatis- 
faftion  of  the  country  fhould  have  been  equal  to  their  pre- 
*'  fent  difaffedlion,  at  being  harraffed  and  plundered  j  and  we 
*'  fhould  have  been  as  m.uch  beloved,  as  we  are  at  prefent 
^'  abhorred.  The  confequences  are  too  apparent  to  need 
"  being  mentioned.  I  muft  infifi:  on  thefe  things,  becaufe 
*'  late  redr.f,  is  better  than  the  <.ontinuaiion  of  the  evil." 

M.  de  Belleifle  being  eftc^bliftjed  hi  h.;  office,  turned  all 
his  attention  to  the  cuie  oi  the  eviiia,  vaiich  he  lam^ented  ; 
and  exerted  :.li  cae  power  that  remained  in  the  nation,  to 
V  ...  v.^i,  army  in  Germany  once  more  upon  a  refpedable 
f(.  .ing.  The  expedition  into  Germany  was  originally  a 
iixeafure  as  contrary  to  the  true  interefts  of  France,  as  it 
was  of  juftice  and  equity  ;  but  having  adopted  that  meafure, 
the  confequences  v/hich  arcfe  fcemed  to  demand  that  it 
Ihould  be  purfued  with  vigour.  Therefore  the  conne6iion 
with  the  Emprefs  Queen  was  drawn  clofer  than  ever,  and 
nothing  was  omitted  to  give  a  greater  ftrength,  and  a  better 
prder  to  the  army  on  the  Rhine.  But  thefe  endeavours 
which  ftrained  all  the  ftnews  of  France,  already  too  much 
weakened  by  the  almoft  total  ruin  of  feveral  eftential  bran- 
ches of  their  trade,  drew  away  all  the  refources  necefiary 
to  fupport  their  navy.  It  was  then  in  a  fufticiently  bad 
condition,  from  a  want  of  feamcn  and  ftoresj  and  there 
were  no  means  found,  or  little  attention  ufed,  to  reftore  it : 
(o  tjiat  from  4  deficiency  in  the  marine,   it  fecii!.cd   to  be 

equally 
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equally  Impra6licable  to  feed  the  war  in  America,  or  to 
preferve  the  coaft  of  France  itfelf  from  infults.  Such  was 
the  condition  of  our  enemies^  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1758. 

As  to  England,  far  from  being  exhaufled  hj  the  war,  or 
difpirited  by  our  ill  fuccefs.  Our  hopes  rofe  from  our  difap- 
pointments,  and  our  refources  feemed  to  be  augmented  by 
our  expences ;  with  fuch  eafe  and  alacrity  Were  the  neceflary 
fupplies  granted  and  raifed.  Many  errors  and  many  abufes 
which  the  war  difcovered  without  making  fatal,  were 
correded.  The  fpirit  of  our  officers  was  revived  by  fear 
or  by  fhame.  Our  trade  was  well  proteded  by  the  fu- 
periority,  and  prudent  diftribution  of  our  naval  force. 
The  revenue  was  frugally  managed,  and  the  whole  ftate 
well  cemented  and  bound  together  in  all  its  parts,  by  the 
union  of  the  adminiftration,  by  the  patriotifm  which  ani- 
mated it,  and  by  the  entire  confidence  which  the  people 
had  in  the  prefiding  abilities  and  intentions.  As  France 
perfifted  in  her  attachment  to  the  enemies  of  his  PruiTian 
majefty,  Great  Britain  entered  into  frill  defer  engagements 
with  that  monarch,  the  luflre  of  whofe  virtues,  fet  ofr  by 
his  late  wonderful  fuccefTes,  quite  turned  c^ireyes  from  the 
oKjeclions  which  were  raifed  againft  the  confiftency  of  that 
alliance  with  our  interefts.  How  far  it  is  confnlent  with 
them,  is  I  think,  a  much  more  difTlcuk  point  to  fettle, 
than  the  adherents  to  either  party  feem  willing  to  allow. 
But  it  ought  to  be  confidered,  that  the  circumftances  of 
affairs  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  hardly  admitted  of  any 
other  choice  j  it  had  been  the  height  of  madnefs,  to  have 
been  on  ill  terms  with  his  PrufTian  majefty  at  that  time  ; 
and  It  was  impoffible  to  have  kept  good  terms  with  him, 
without  being  on  very  bad  ones  with  Vienna^  Things 
were  in  an  ill  fituation;  and  the  ballance  of  Germany  was 
in  danger  of  being  overfet,  what  party  foever  fliould  pre- 
vail. It  was  impoffible  that  England  could  have  flood  neu- 
ter in  this  contefl  :  if  fhe  had,  France  would  not  have  imi- 
tated her  moderation  ;  fhe  would  gladly  have  joined  with 
the  King  of  Pruffia  to  diflrefs  Hanover,  and  reduce  Auflria. 
Thefe  two  powers  fo  exerted^  would  doubtlefs  compafs 
their  end,  unlefs  we  interpofed  to  prevent  it  j  and  we  muft 
fooner  or  later  have  interpofed,  unlefs  we  were  refolved 
tamely  to  fee  France  and  her  allies  giving  laws  to  the  conti- 
nent*    In  a  word,  France  would  certainly  have  joined  v/ith 
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one  party  or  the  other,  and  the  party  which  fhe  joined, 
would  certainly,  by  that  union,  prove  dangerous  to  the 
common  liberty,  and  muft  therefore  be  oppofed  by  us  ;  we 
muft  have  been  in  fpite  of  us  engaged,  in  the  troubles  of 
Germany,  as^e  ever  have  been,  and  ever  fliall  be,  as  long 
as  we  are  a  people  of  confideration  in  Europe.  The  alliance 
with  PrufTia  was  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  circuniil:ance  of 
his  adding  on  the  dcfenfive.  The  King  of  PrulTia  medita- 
ted no  conquefts.  But  her  im.perial  majefty  indifputably 
aimed  at  the  recovery  of  Silefia,  which  was  to  diflurb  the 
fettled  order  of  things ;  and  this  defign  was  the  pnly  caufc 
of  the  troubles  in  that  part  of  the  world.  I  am  fenfible 
that  this  is  notv/ithflanding  all  that  may  be  faid,  a  quefcion 
of  fome  intricacy,  and  requires  a  ccnfideration  of  m.any 
more  particulars,  than  the  brevity  of  our  dcfign  v/ill  allow. 
But  whether  we  chofe  our  party  in  this  alliance  judiciouily 
or  not,  we  have,  I  imagine,  very  great  reafon  to  be  pleafed 
with  a  meafure,  which  has  induced  France  to  engage  fo 
deeply  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,  at  fo  ruinous  an  expence 
of  her  blood  and  treafure.  Our  miniftry  was  at  this  time 
fully  convinced  of  the  prudence  of  the  choice  that  had  been 
made,  and  refqlved  to  fupport  his  Pruflian  majefty,  and 
the  army  under  Prince  Ferdinand,  in  the  moft  effedual 
manner  i   ico,ood  1.  were  voted    for  the  Hanoverian    and 

Heflian  forces;  and  a  convention  between  the 
Ap.  II.     King  of  PruHia,  and  his  Britannic  majefty,  was 

figncd  in  London,  whereby  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  engages  to  pay  his  Pruffian  majelty  the  fum  of 
670,000  1.  fterling.;  and  each  of  the  contra6ling  powers 
engaged  to  conclude  no  peace  without  the  participil:ation  of 
the  other. 

The  northern  courts  made  no  alteration  in  their  fyftem. 
Irt  Sweden,  fome  real  plots  to  difturb  the  eftablifhcd  con- 
f-itution  ended  in  the  ruin  of  their  contrivers;  fome  fidti- 
tious  plots  were  fet  on  foot  to  give  a  fandion  to  meafures 
againft  the  crown  party,  which  anfwered'  their  ends ;  and, 
as  the  ruling  power  continued  the  fame  and  the  internal 
diiTenfions  the  fame,  the  hoftilities  againft  the  King  of 
Pt-ufTia  were  rcfolved  v/ith  the  former  animofity,  butpro- 
mifcd  to  be  purfued  v/ith  the  former  languor.  In  Rullia, 
the  Emprcfs  did  not  think  her  intcntions'well  feconded  by 
her  miniflers.  Tiie  great  delays,  and  the  unaccountably 
retreat  in  the  laft  camnjugn,  gave   ground  to  fufpe6l,  that 
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fhe  had  been  betrayed  by  her  minifters,  or  her  generals. 
M.  x^.praxin  was  moved  from  the  command,  and  was  put 
under  arreft.  He  juftified  his  condudl:  by  exprefs  orders 
from  Count  Beftuchef.  Beftuchef  was  rem.oved  from  his 
office,  and  put  under  arreft  alfo.  Count  Woronzoff  fuc- 
ceeded  Beftuchef  in  his  employment,  and  the  generals 
Brown  and  Fermor  took  the  com.mand  of  the  army  in  the 
place  of  Apraxin. 

As  foon  as   the  feafon  permitted  the  King  of  Pruffia  to 
re-commence    his    operations,    he    laid   fiege  to 
Schweidnitz,  and  pufhed  it  with  fo  much  vigour,    April  3. 
that  the  place  furrendered  in  thirteen  days.     The 
garrifon  reduced  hy  ficknefs  during  the  blockade,   and    by 
iheir  loiTes  during  the  fiege,  from  feven  to  little  more  than 
three  thou fand   men,  yielded    themfelves  prifoners   of  vv ar* 
By  this  flroke,  the  King  of  Pruflia  left  his  enemies  no  foot- 
ing in  any  part  of  his  dominions.     His  next  confideration 
was  hov/  to  guard  againfl  their  future  attempts,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to    make  a    vigorous  attack   upon  fome  part  of 
the  Auftrian  territories.     Kis  forces  were  well  flationed  for 
both  thefe  purpofes-;     for  befides  the  troops  which   Count 
Dohna  commanded  on  the  fide  of  Pomerania,  a  confiderable 
body  was    pofled   between  Wohiau  and  Glogau,  in  order 
to  cover  Silefia  from  the  fury  of  the  Ruffians,   in  cafe  they 
ihould  make  their  inroad  that  way.     An  army,  in  a  little 
time  after  was  formed  in  Saxony,  commanded  by  his  bro- 
ther   Prince  Henry,  which  confifled   of  thirty  battalions, 
and   forty-five  fquadrons.     It  was   deilined  to  make  head 
againfl  the  army  of  the  Em.pire,  which  by  amazing  efForts" 
made  during  the  winter,  and  by  the  junftion  of  a  large  body 
of  Auftrians,  was  now  in  a  condition  to  acl  again.     A 
ready  communication  was  kept  up  between  all  the  King  of 
Pruffia's  armies,  bv  a  proper  choice  of  pofts. 

The  King  refolved  to  m.ake  Moravia  the  theatre 
of  the  war  this  year.  Moravia  was  frefh  ground  ; 
z  country,  as  yet  untouched  by  the  ravages  of  war.  If  he 
fhould  fucceed  in  his  operations  in  this  country,  hisfuc- 
cefTes  by  opening  to  him  the  nearefl  road  to  Vienna,  muft' 
prove  more  decifive  than  they  could  any  where  elk.  If  he 
ihould  fail,  the  Auftrians  were  at  a  diftance  from  the  centre 
of  his  afiairs,  and  would  nnd  it  difHcult  to  improve  their 
advantages  to  his  ruin.  After  the  reducl:ion  of  Schweid- 
nitz, the   King, ordered   two  bodies  of  his   troops  to  poil 
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themfelves  in  fu-ch  a  manner,  as  to  make  it  appear  that  he 
intended  to  carry  the  war  into  Bohemia.  Wi\ilft  he  drew 
away   the  enemies  attention  from  the  real  objects  by  thefe 

difpofitions,  the  main  of  his  armv  by  a  very 
May  3.     rapid   march,  entered  into  Moravia   in  two  co- 

lum.ns,  and  made  themfelves  M afters,  in  a  fliort 
time  and  with  little  or  no  oppofition,  of  all  the  pofts  ne- 
celTary  to  cover  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  the  fiege  of 
Olmutz.  On  the  27th  of  May  the  trenches  were  opened 
before  that  city. 

M,  Daun  was  no  fooner  apprifed  of  the  King's  march  to- 
wards Moravia,  than  he  took  his  route  through  Bohemia 
to  that  province.  Notwithftanding  that  the  Emprefs  Queen 
omitted  no  pofiible  endeavours  to  aftemble  a  large  army 
againft  the  King  of  Pruflia,  though  fhe  had  for  that  pur- 
pofe  exhaufted  the  Milanefe  and  Tufcany,  and  fwept  up 
the  laft  recruits  in  her  Danubian  territories,  M.  Daun  was 
not  yet  in  a  condition  to  give  the  King  of  PrufTia  battle  ; 
neither  did  his  charader  lead  him  to  truft  that  to  fortune, 
which  he  might  enfure,  though  more  flowly,  by  conducf. 
This  wife  general  took  his  pofts  from  Gewics  toLittau,.  in. 
a  mountainous  country,  in  a  fituation  where  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  attack  him.  He  had  the  fertile  country  of  Bohemia, 
from  whence  he  readily  and  certainly  drew  fupplies,  at  his 
rear.  He  was  from  his  pofition  at  the  fame  time  enabled  to 
harafs  the  Pruffian  army  before  Olmutz,  and  to  intercept 
the  convoys  which  were  brought  to  them  from  Silefia, 

Olmutz,  by  the  extent  of  its  works,  and  other  advan- 
tageous circumftances,  is  a  city  which  it  is  very  difficult 
compleatly  to  inveft.  So  that  fome  of  the  King's  pofts  be- 
ing neceftarily  weakened  by  occupying  fo  great  an  extent 
of  country,  were  attacked  by  Daun's  detachments  from  time^ 
to  time,  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  abundant  fuccours  both, 
of  men  and  ammunition  were  thrown  into  the  place.  Thefe 
attacks  were  always  made  by  night,  and  very  few  nights 
pafted  without  fome  attack.  The  fuccefs  was  various.  But 
the  operations  of  the  fiege  were  greatly  difturbed  by  thefe 
continual  alarms.  Bcfides  it  is  feid  that  the  Auftrians,  be- 
fore the  King's  invafion  of  this  province,  had  deftroyed  all 
the  forage  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Olmutz.  The  horfe 
were  obliged  to  forage  at  a  great  diftance,  which  harraftcd 
them  extreamly.  M.  Daun  took  advantage  of  all  thefe 
cucumftanccb.     I|  was  in  vain  that   the  King  of  Prulji^ 
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endeavoured  by  all  the  arts  of  a  great  commander  to  pro- 
voke or  entice  him  to  an  engagement.  He  profited  of  the 
advantages  he  had  made,  without  being  tempted  by  them 
to  throw  out  of  I'iis  hands  the  fecure  game  he  v/as  play- 
ing. 

The  great  object  of  M.  Daun  was  the  Pruinan  convoys. 
On  receiving  advice  that  a  large  and  important  one  v/as  to 
leave  Troppa-i  on  the  25th   of  June,  he  took  meafures  to 
intercept   it.      He  ordered  general    Jahnu*!,  who  was    at 
Muglitz  on  the  left,  to  advance  towards  Bahrn,  and  a  de- 
tachment which  v/as  at  Prerau  at  a  confiderable  difcance  to 
the   right,  to  march    to    Stadc-Leibe ;  fo  that    tbefe    two 
corps  fhould  on  different  fides  attack  the  convoy  at  one  and 
the  fame  time.     To  further  the  execution  of  this  projecl^ 
M.  Daun  himfelf  approached   the   Prufiian  army,  and  di- 
rected all  his  miO' ions  as  if  he  intended  to  give  them  battle. 
However,  the  King  was  too  great  a  maiier  in   the  game  of 
generalfhip,  which   was    now  playing,  to  be  deceived   by 
this  feint.     He  detached  a  confiderable  party  under  general 
Ziethen,  to  fupport  his  convoy,  which  was  already  about 
7000  ftrong.     Before  this  detachment  could  come  up,  the 
convoy  was  attacked,  but  the  Auftrians  were  repulfed.  But 
M.  Daun,  who  provided  for  every  thing,  quickly  reinforced, 
his  parties   who   renewed    the   engagement  the  next  day. 
They  firft  fuffered  the  head  of  the  convoy  to  go  unmoleft- 
ed  ;  but  as  the  centre  was  ftill  embarraffed  in  a  dangerous 
defile,  they  eafily  cut  off  the  head-  from  the  reff,  and  then 
they  attacked    the   centre    w^th    the   greatefi:    fury.     The 
Pruffians  made  as  good  a  refiftance   as  the    nature    of  the 
ground  would    fuffer.     General   Ziethen  did    every  thing 
which  could  be  expected  from  an  accompliffied  officer  ;  but 
in  the  end  they  were   entirely  routed ;  all   the  waggons   in 
that  divifion  were  taken  ;   the  rear  was  puflied  back  towards 
Troppau  ;  the  head  alone  with  great  difficulty  arrived  at 
the  Prui]ian  camp. 

This  was  a  fatal  ftroke,  becaufe  it  came  at  a  time  when 
it  was  impoffible  to  repair  it.  The  fiege  of  Olmutz  had 
been  all  aions;  attended  v/ith  o;reat  difficulties:  and  now  the 
news  which  ev^ery  day  arrived  of  the  nearer  and  nearer  ap- 
proach of  the  Ruffians,  called  the  King  loudly  to  the  de- 
fence of  his  own  dominions.  Already  the  Coffacks  and 
Calmucks  made  incurfions  into  Silefia,  and  by  their  ravages 
and  cruelties,  announced  the  approach  of  the  great  armv. 

The 
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The  fiege  muft  be  raifed  ;  Moravia  muft  be  abandoned  ; 
Marfhal  Daun  muft  have  the  Honour  of  freeing  his  coun- 
try, and  driving  away  fuch  an  Adverfary  as  the  King  of 
Pruiiia,  from  a  conqueft  deemed  certain ;  all  was  perform- 
ed without  a  battle,  by  a  feries  of  the  moft  refined  and  vi- 
gorous manoeuvres  that  ever  were  put  in  practice. 

When  the  King  of  PruiTia  faw  that  the  unprofperous  fitu- 
ation  of  his  affairs  obliged  him  to  retreat;  he  took  a  refoiu- 
tion,  fuch  as  a  victory  infpires  in  other.  He  took  ad- 
vantage even  of  the  excellent  movement  of  M.  Daun,  by 
which  that  able  general  had  advanced  his  quarters  to  Poz- 
nitz,  and  placed  himfelf  fo  as  to  fupport  Olmutz  in  the 
moft  effec^tual  manner;  by  this  movement,  hov/ever,  he 
was  obliged  to  uncover  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  The 
King  of  Pruftia,  whom  nothing  could  efcape,  v/as  fenfible 
of  this  advantage,  and  therefore,  inftead  of  falling  back 
upon  Silefia,  w^hich  ftep  would  immediately  have  drawn 
the  Auftrian  army  into  his  dominions,  he  determined  to  re- 
treat from  one  part  of  the  enemies  territories  into  another. 
The  day  before  the  fiege  was  raifed  the  firing  of  the  Pruf- 
fians  continued  as  brifk  as  ever,  and  fliewed  no  fort  of  fifrn 
of  an  intention  to  depart ;  but  in  the  night  the 
July  I.  whole  armiy  took  the  road  to  Bohemia  in  two  co- 
lumns, and  gained  an  entire  march  upon  the  Au- 
ftrlans.  So  that  notwithftanding  the  utmioft  efforts  which 
the  enemy  could  make  to  overtake  and  hsrafs  the  King 
upon  his  march,  he  advanced  into  Bohemia  with  little  mo- 
leftation,  feized  upon  a  large  m.agazine  at  LeutomilTel,  de- 
feated fome  corps  of  Auftrians  who  had  attempted  to  difturb 
him  in  his  progrefs,  and  arrived  atKonigfgratz,  one  of  the 
moft  important  pofts  in  Bohemia,  with  all  his  fick  and 
wounded,  with  all  his  heavy  baggage,  all  his  heavy  Artil- 
lery, and  military  ftores  complete.  This  place  he  poflelTed 
after  driving  from  it  a  body  of  7000  Auftrians  who  were 
entrenched  there.  He  immediately  laid  this  city  and  feve- 
ral  other  diftri^ls  under  contribution  ;  but  his  plan  not  ad- 
mitting any  further  operations  on  that  fide,  he  took  no 
other  advantage  from  this  m.omcntous  poft.  He  foon  re- 
entered Silcfra,  and  marched  v/ith  the  moft  amazing  dili- 
gence to  encounter  the  Ruffians,  who  had  at  this  time 
united  their  divided  corps  under  Brown  and  Ferm.or,  and 
fixed  the  long  flu6^uating  plan  of  their  operations,  by  en- 
tering the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburgh,  and  laying  fiegc- 

to 
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toCuftrin.  The  redufbion  of  this  place  could  leave  them 
but  a  few  days  march  to  Berlin  ;  Count  Dohna  was  not  in 
a  condition  to  oppofe  their  progrefs,  the  Kin^-was  ftiil  at 
a  great  diftance.  But  it  is  neceflary  to  break  our  narrative 
of  his  affairs,  however  interefting,  to  take  a  view  of  the 
operations  of  the  armies  on  the  Rhine.  We  leave  the  King 
of  Pruflia  in  full  march,  do  give  one  body  of  his  enemies 
battle,  after  executing  a  retreat  from  the  other,  in  a  man- 
ner that  did  his  military  genius  the  greateft  honour.  So 
that  on  the  whole,  it  is  difficult  to  fay,  which  gained  the 
greateft  glory,  the  King  of  Pruifia  by  his  retreat,  or  M. 
Daun  by  the  meafure  which  obliged-  him  to  it. 


C  H  A  P.     X. 

JlUes  pafs  the  Rhine.      Battle  of  Crevtlt.      A^t07t  M-^ayigerf- 
haiijen.     ASfion  at  Meer.     MltST^epafs  the- Rhine, 

"P  R  I  N  C  E    Ferdinand  had  it  not  in  his  pov/er  to   cut 
■^     off  the  retreat  of  the  French  over  the  Rhine;  but  he 
prefTed  them  dofcly,  and  prepared  himfelf  to  crofs-that  ri- 
ver in  purfuit   of  them.      His  defign  was  to  carry  the  war 
beyond  the  Maefe,   and  thereby  oblige  the  Prince  d=e  Sou- 
bife   to   abandon    the    enterprize   he  was  preparing  againft 
HefTe  Caffel.     His  Highnefs  executed  the  paiTage    ■ 
of  the  Rhine  at  Herven  v/ith  the  corps  immedi-     June  i. 
ately    under   his    command  ;    then    he    fent   the 
bridge  with  which  he  ferved  himfelf  fo  well  up  the  river  to- 
Rees  ;  the  reft  of  the  troops  pafFed  there;   the  whole  army' 
were  over  before   the   7th  of  June.     The   flattery  of  the 
laft  age  faw  with  aftonifhm.ent  a  pafiage  of  the  Rhine  by  a 
French  monarch,    unoppofcd,    at  the  head   of  a    mighty 
army.   We  faw  that  river  paffed  by  the  enem.ies  of  France, 
in  the   prefence  of   an   army  of  50,000  of  that  nation  ;  it 
was    an    acfion   which    did  not  need  the  exaggerations  of 
rhetoric. 

The  French  army  retired  as  the  Prince  advanced,  and 
took  an  advantageous  camp  which  threatened  to  retard  the 
operations  of  the  allies  :  their  right  was  under  Rheinberg  ; 
but  the  Prince  by  his  well-judged  motions  turned  their  left 
flank  tovvards  the  convent  of  Campe,  by  which  the  French 
found  themfelvss  obli2:ed    to  cuit  their  advantag-eous  poft, 

and 
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and    to  retire    into  Meurs :    they  ftill    kept    towards    the 
Hhine  :  the  Prince  advanced  on  the  fide  of  the  Maefe. 

It  was  evident,  that  whilft  the  French  continued  only  to 
retire,  it  would  prove  impofiible  for  them  to  hinder  the 
allies  from  executing  the  plan  they  propofed  :  they  there- 
fore thought  it  advifeable  to  change  their  countenance. 
They  had  failed  back  as  far  as  Nuys  ;  they  now  returned 
on  their  iteps,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Crevelt,  within  a 
few  miles  of  Prince  Ferdinand's  camp.  The  Prince  made 
the  difpofitions  for  a  battle,  with  his  ufual  vigour  and  pru- 
dence. He  carefully  reconnoitred  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy.  He  found  that  their  right  was  at  a  village  called 
Vifchelon  j  their  left  extended  towards  Anrath,  v/here  it 
was  covered  with  a  wood  :  Crevelt,  which  was  in  the 
front  of  their  right  was  occupied  by  a  party  of  their  troops* 
His  highnefs  refolved  upon  three  attacks  :  the  firft  and 
real  attack  was  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  left  wing  5 
the  other  two  were  defigned  to  divert  their  attention,  and 
prevent  their  fuccouring  the  objecl  of  his  principal  attack; 
for  which  purpofe  he  recommended  to  his  generals  to  make 
the  beft  ufe  of  their  heavy  artillery,  and  not  to  advance  too 
far  unlefs  they  were  perfe61:ly  allured  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
main  operation. 

Having  made  thefe  wife  difpofitions,  and  perfectly  learn- 
ed the  beft  routes  by  which  the  enemy  might  be 
June  23.  approached,  his  highnefs  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers  of  his  right  wing,  and  advanced 
on  the  fide  of  Anrath  in  two  colums.  A  canonadins;  vio- 
lent  and  w^elL  fupported  opened  the  a6lion  :  the  Hanove- 
rian artillery  was  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the  French  ; 
but  though  the  French  loft  many  men,  they  loft  no  ground 
in  this  way,  and  their  pofition  in  the  wood  made  a  clofe 
attack  ablblutely  neceflary  :  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Brun- 
fwick  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  firft  line  of  foot,  and 
with  his  ufual  fpirit,  advanced  with  the  whole  front  direct- 
ly to  the  wood.  Here  a  furious  fire  of  fmall  arms  com- 
menced, which  continued  without  the  fmalleft  intermiflion 
for  two  hours  and  an  half.  All  the  Hanoverian  battalions 
threw  themfelves  into  the  wood  :  two  ditches  well  lined 
with  infantry  were  oppofed  to  their  fury  :  they  were  forced 
one  after  another :  the  enemies  battalions  were  pufhcd 
back,  they  were  entirely  broken,  and  fled  out  of  the  wood 
in  a   diforder  which  was  irreparable :  their  cavalry,  who 
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Jcept  the  beft  countenance  poffible,  in  fpite  of  the  terrible 
fire  of  the  Hanoverian  artillery,  and  in  fpitc  of  the  vigo- 
rous attempts  of  the  Hanoverian  horfe,  who  had  by  this  time 
found  means  to  gain  the  plain,  covered  the  retreat  of  their 
fcattered  infantry,  and  faved  them  from  utter  ruin  :  the 
right  wing  and  the  centre,  though  they  fuftered  grievoufiy 
by  the  cannonading,  were  no  where  broken,  but  retreated 
towards  Nuys  in  the  moft  perfect  order. 

Seven  thoufand  of  their  bed  troops  were  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  taken  prifoners  ;  but  there  was  nothing  in  this 
battle  fo  grievous  to  France,  and  fo  affecting  even  to  the 
enemy,  as  the  fate  of  the  count  de  Gifors.  This  young 
nobleman,  the  only  fon  of  the  duke  de  Belleifle,  not  above 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  newly  married  to  the  heirefs  of 
an  illuftrious  houfe  ;  himfelf  the  laft  hope  of  a  moft  noble 
family,  was  mortally  v/ounded  at  the  head  of  his  regiment, 
which  be  brought  up  with  the  moft  heroic  courage,  and 
infpired  by  his  example  to  make  incredible  efforts.  He 
had  been  educated  with  all  the  care  an  excellent  father 
could  beftow  on  a  fon  of  an  uncomimon  genius,  who  v/as 
alone  able  to  fupport  the  reputation  of  his  family.  To  the 
pureft  morals  he  had  united  the  politeft  manners  ;  he  had 
made  a  great  proficiency  in  learning ;  he  knew  m.any 
branches  of  it,  and  loved  all  j  he  had  feen  every  part  of 
Europe,  and  read  courts  and  nations  with  a  difcerning 
eye ;  and  wanted  nothing  to  fulfil  all  hope,  aad  to  make 
him  a  perfect  and  lafting  ornament  and  fupport  to  his  coun- 
try, but  a  knov/ledge  in  the  military  art  ;  he  entered  that 
courfe  of  glory  and  danger,  and  fell  in  his  firft  campaign. 
The  unhappy  father  and  minifter  faw  his  private  misfor- 
tunes keep  pace  v/ith  the  public  calamities,  and  the  tears  of 
his  family  mingled  with  thofe  of  his  country. 

Prince  Ferdinand  gained  a  viftory  at  Crevelt,  which  did 
the  greateft  honour  to  his  military  capacity,  and  to  the 
bravery  of  his  troops.  But  it  was  a  vidfory  neither  entire 
nor  decifive  :  the  French  army  on  their  own  frontiers  was 
quickly  and  ftronglv  reinforced  ;  fo  that  they  were  not 
only  in  a  condition  in  fome  fort  to  make  head  againft  the 
allies,  but  were  enabled  to  detach  a  confiderable  reinforce- 
ment to  the  army  of  the  Prince  de  Soubifeon  the  other  fide 
of  the  Rhine. 

Altho'  the  Prince  had  reafon  to  imagine  that  he  fhould 
fiot  be  able  to  keep  his  ground  en  this  fide  of  the  Rhine  for 

any 
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Eny  conllderable  timcj  this  did  not  hinder  him  from  im- 
proving to  the  utmoft,  the  advantage  he  had  obtained, 
Whilit  the  French,  diiabled  by  their  late  defeat,  were  in 
no  condition  to  oppofe  him,  he  paffed  the  Rhine  with  a 
large  detiichment,  and  appeared  on  the  28th  of  June  before 
Duireidorp,  a  citv  advantageoully  fituated  on  the  river,  and 
belonging  to  the  Ele(SLor  Palatine.  A  fevere  bombardment 
obliged  it  to  capitulate  on  the  7  th  of  July  :  the  garrifon, 
confifting  of  2COO  men,  marched  out  with  the  honours  of 
war.  Prince  Ferdinand  placed  here  three  battalions  of 
Hanoverians,  and  threw  a  bridge  of  boats  acrofs  the  river  ; 
by  that  means  he  multiplied  his  pofts  and  communications 
on  both  fides  of  the  Rhine  ;  and  threw  a  new  and  no  fmall 
impediment  in  the  way  of  the  French,  to  retard  their  pro- 
grefs,  in  cafe  he  fhould  find  himfeif  compelled  to  retire. 
After  this,  the  army  of  the  allies  and  that  of  France,  fpent 
feveral  days  in  making  various  m.arches  and  countermarches, 
as  if  they  both  propofed  to  bring  on  an  a6lion,  to  which, 
however,  it  does  not  appear  that  either  party  was  very 
ftrongly  inclined. 

Prince  Ferdinand  flill  retained  his  hopes  that  the  Prince 
of  Yfenburg  who  <^ommanded  the  Heflian  troops,  would 
find  the  Prince  cf  Soubife  employm.ent  for  fometime.  He 
had  originally  laid  his  plan  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  by  pafling 
the  Maefe,  and  transferring  the  feat  of  war  into  the  enemies 
country,  he  might  drav/  tne  French  from  the  Rhine,  and 
perhaps  oblige  the  Prince  of  Soubife  to  come  to  the  aflif- 
tanceof  the  main  army  under  M.  de  Contades,  who  cora^ 
manded  in  the  room  of  count  Clermont,  being  now  the 
fourth  commander  of  the  French  troops  fince  they  entered 
Germany.  But  whiift  Prince  Ferdinand  pleafed  himfeif 
w^th  thofe  hopes,  and  ftiil  continued  to  ad  as  far  as  circum- 
flances  would  admit,  in  purfuance  of  this  plan,  he  received 
an  account  which  difconcerted  all  his  meafures. 

The  duke  de  Bi^oglio,  fupported  by  the  corps  cf  the  prince 

da  Soubife,  with  a  much  fuperior  force,  attacked 
July  23.  and  defeated  the  Heilian  army  of  fcvcn  thoufand 

men  near  San:';crfliaufcn :  this  opened  to  them 
the  pofTcffion  of  the  Wefer  :  they  might  adi:  in  Weftphalia, 
on  which  fide  foever  they  pleafed,  and  it  was  to  be  feared, 
that  if  they  availed  themfelves  of  the  advantages  they  had, 
thcymiaht  be  able  to  intercept  the  Bruifiii  troops.  Thefe 
troops  having  been  landed  at  Embden,  were,  nov/  on  their 
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march  under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  M?.rlborough  to 
reinforce  the  allied  army.  The  prince  in  this  fituation  of 
affairs,  had  no  option  left  but  an  engagement  v*'ith  the 
French  army,  or  a  retreat  over  the  Rhine  :  the  former 
was  not  eafy  to  comxpafs,  as  the  French  indulhdoufiy  de- 
clined a  battle,  and  it  became  extremely  dangerous  to  re- 
main long  in  a  pofition  with  the  enemies  army  on  his  left, 
and  the  ffrong  fortrels  of  Gueldre  on  his  right.  In  this  fitu- 
ation his  fubfiitence  became  every  day  more  difncult.  To 
repafs  the  Rhine  had  its  diiEculties  too  ;  the  roads  which 
Jed  to  that  river  were  rendered  almoft  impaffable  by  the 
heavy  rains;  the  river  itfelfwas  fo  fwelled  with  them,  that 
the  bridge  at  Rees  had  been  for  fome  time  ufelefs. 

Thefe  dlfagreeable  circumftances  of  the  allied  army  did 
not  efcape  the  penetration  of  Monf.  de  Chevert,  one  of  the 
ableft  commr.nders  among  the  French.  He  formed  a  plan 
ypon  them,  v/hich,  if  it  had  fucceeded,  mull  have  put  the 
allies  intq  the  greateft  perplexity.  This  general  had  fome 
time  before  paffed  the  Rhine,  v/ith  an  intention  of  making 
iiimfeif  mafler  of  DuiToldorp,  and  he  had  prepared  all  things 
wICa  gre-at  ability  for  that  enterprife :  the  rains  ufually 
iicavy  for  that  feaibn,  and  fome  o.her  crofs  accidents,  had 
iruiliated  his  incentions.  But  perceiving  that  the  fam.e  ac- 
cidents which  defeated  his  defign  proved  alfo  unfavourable 
to  the  enemy,  he  refolved  to  turn  his  difappointment  into 
an  advantage,  'and  from  the  ruins  of  his  firft  project  to 
build  another  of  yet  greater  importance.  Baron  Imhoft  was 
poited  to  the  right  of  the  Rhine  iii.  a  ftrong  fituation  near 
Mser.  He  was  to  cover  tiie  bridge  at  R.ees;  to  fee u re  a 
confiderable  magazine  ;  and  to  keep  open  communication 
between  the  Engiifh  reinforcements  and  the  main  army. 
The  plan  of  Monf.  Chevert  Vv^as  to  diflodge  Imhoff,  to 
burn  the  bridge  at  Rees,  to  make  himfelf  m.after  of  the 
magazine,  and  to  render  the  junction  of  the  Engiifh  troops 
with  the  Hanoverians  impratiticable.  To  execute  this  ju- 
dicious fcheme,  he  united  feveral  detachments  from  the 
garrifon  of  Wefel,  to  aconnderable  corps  which  he  intend- 
ed to  have  employed  in  the  fiege  of  DuiTeldorp.  The 
whole  made  near  12, ceo  men  :  the  troops  under  ImhoiF 
were  but  fix  batallions,  and  four  fauadrons,  hardly  30CO 
^n  all. 

When  that  General  was  apprifed  of  the  defigns  and  mo- 
tions of  the  French,  he  faw  i:  v/as  in  vain  to  expert  fuccours 

from 
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from  the  army  of  Prince  Ferdinand :  the  fwell  of  the  riv^er 
had  rendered  all  relief  impoiJible ;  all  his  hopes  v/ere  there- 
fore in  his  genius  and  the  bravery  of  his  troops.  He 
confidered  that  though  the  poft  he  occupied  was  fufhcient- 
ly  ftrong,  the  enemy  might  make  themfelves  mailers  of 
Rees,  by  turning  his  camp,  and  thus  execute  one  of  the 
principal  parts  of  their  defign ;  he  confidered  the  great 
difference  between  attacking  and  being  attacked;  he  con- 
fidered the  efFe(2:  of  an  attempt  altogether  unexpected  by 
the  enemiy;  he  therefore  took  the  refolution  of  abandoning 
his  poft,  and  going  out  to  meet  them.  Perceiving  that  the 
French  were  marching  into  difficult  ground,  he  did  not 
lofe  a  moment  to  begin  the  adion.  He  ordered 
Api'il  5.  a  fmall  party,  which  he  had  pofted  in  a  little 
coppice,  to  fall  upon  the  enemies  left,  which  he 
obferved  to  be  uncovered  ;  and  appointed  the  fire  of  this 
party,  as  a  fignal  for  all  the  reft  to  advance,  and  make  the 
onfet  v/ith  bayonets  fixed.  The  French  thus  vigoroufly 
and  unexpeftediy  attacked,  fell  into  confufion  ;  their  cou- 
rage ill  feconded  the  wifdom  of  their  general ;  they  did  not 
fland  half  an  hour;  they  left  on  the  field  of  battle  eleven 
pieces  of  cannon,  many  prifoners,  and  much  baggage  to 
the  Hanoverians,  who  drove  them  under  the  cannon  of 
Wefel. 

This  fignal  advantage  over  fuch  a  prodigious  fuperiori ty 
was  not  more  gallantly  obtained  than  well  purfaed  and  im- 
proved. Imhoff  faw  that  the  rains  had  increafed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  leave  no  hopes  for  the  allied  army  to  pafs  by 
the  bridge  of  Rees.  Having  taken  proper  care  of  his  ma- 
gazines, he  quitted  his  poft  at  Meer,  and  being  reinforced 
by  fome  parties,  who  pafted  the  river  in  boats,  he  marched 
with  the  utmoft  diligence  towards  the  route  of  the  Englifli 
forces,  and  happily  efFe6led  a  junction,  which  had  hitherto 
been  attended  with  fo  many  difficulties. 

Prince  P'erdinand  in  his  retreat  met  with  no  obftrucSlion, 
but  juft  what  was  fufficient  to  difplay  more  fully  the  gal- 
lantry of  his  officers,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  troops.  A  town 
called  Wachtendonck  was  on  his  left,  as  he  retreated ;  this 
place,  though  not  fortified,  is  a  poft  of  much  importance, 
and  being  an  inland  furrounded  by  the  river  Niers,  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  of  accefs  :  the  French  had  thrown  a  body 
«f  troops  ijito  this  place.  The  hereditary  prince,  the  firft^ 
in  every  adive  fervice,  was  employed  to   force   it.     The 
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bi-idge  on  his  approach  had  been  drav/n  up.  The  prince  fet- 
ing  that  if  he  attempted  to  get  down  this  bridge,  the  ene- 
my would  gain  time  to  recollect  themfelves,  threw  him.felf 
into  the  river 3  his  grenadiers,  animated  by  {o  gallant  an 
example,  plunged  in  after  him,  and  furioufly  attacking  the 
enemy  with  their  bayonets,  in  a  few  minutes  drove  them 
from  that  poft;  this  advantage,  joined  to  that  gained  by 
general  ImhofF,  and  the  uncommon  refolution  Vv-hich  ap- 
peared in  both  thefe  actions,  awed  the  French.  They 
found  that  their  troops,  rawj  undifciplined  and  little  fit  for 
hard  fervice,  were  not  to  be  relied  upon ;  and  they  feared 
to  bring  on  an  a6lionj  which  by  being  decifive  againltthem 
might  draw  on  the  moit  fatal  confequences.  So  that  the 
prince  repafTed  the  Rhine  in  a  mofi:  excellent  order,  even 
with  lefs  trouble  than  he  had  at  firft  pafTed  it;  and  indeed 
with  little  moleilation,  but  what  he  met  with  from  the 
weather.  Such  excellive  rains  had  fallen,  that  he  in  vain 
attempted  a  pafiage  at  Rhineberg  or  at  his  bridge  , 
of  Rees  ;  he  efteciied  it  a  little  lower  at  a  place  ^  P'  ^* 
called  Griethuyfen. 

Although  Prince  Ferdinand  was  obliged  to  pafs  the 
Rhine,  and  to  a6t  more  upon  the  defenfive  for  the  future ; 
yet  his  vigorous  conduft  in  the  beginning  v/as  very  glorious 
to  him,  and  very  advantageous  to  the  common  caufe.  T'he 
French  fufFered  greatly  in  their  military  reputation  ;  the 
Hanoverians  had  gained  a  fuperiority  over  them,  and  now 
fo  much  of  the  campaign  was  wafted^  that  notwithftanding 
the  greatnefs  of  their  numbers,  it  was  not  probable  that 
they  would  find  themfelves  able  to  make  any  confiderable 
progrefs  in  their  defigns  againfl  the  King's  elecSloral  domi* 
inions  for  this  year.  The  advantage  gained  by  Broglio  and 
Soubife  was  not  attended  with  the  confequences,  which 
might  have  been  apprehended.  Prince  Yfenburg  kept  fo 
good  a  countenance  in  a  flrong  poft  he  had  chofen,  that 
the  French  did  not  choof(t  to  attack  him  again;  and  fmce 
frince  Ferdinand  had  repailed  the  Rhine,  he  mik,ht-alv/ay,s 
be  well  fupported. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XL 

Retreat  from  Bohemia,  Meafures  of  Count  Darin,.  Battle 
of  Cu/irin.  Khig  of  Prujfta  marches  into  Saxony^  and 
joins  Prince  Henry. 


B 


Y  the  retreat  of  the  PfuiHans  frorh  Moravia,  the  war 
ha<l  afTumed  a  new  face.  The  Generals  who  conducl- 
cd  it  had  changed  hands.  The  King  of  Pruffia  was  obliged 
to  a6l  upon  the  defeftfive;  M.Daun  was  now  in  a  condition 
of  difplaying  his  talents  in  an  oftenrivewar.  The  affairs  of 
the  King  of  Prufiia  were  fcarce  ever  in  a  more  critical  fitu- 
ation  than  at  that  time.  The  RuiTians  feemed  at  firft  dif- 
pofed  to  enter  into  Silefia  ;  but  now  they  had  united  their 
feveral  disjointed  corps,  penetrated  into  the  New  Marche 
of  Brandenburgh,  and  having  commenced  the  fiege  of  CuC- 
trin,  a  place  that  threatened  them  with  no  great  oppofition, 
they  were  ^arrived  within  a  few  days  march  of  Berlin 
Count  Dohna  pofted  with  a  greatly  inferior  force  at  Frank- 
fort on  the  Oder,  watched  without  being  able  to  obftrucSt 
their  progrefs.  In  Pomerania,  the  Generals  Weedel  and 
?s4anteufel  oppofed  almoft  the  fame  inef7e<51;ual  eftbrts  to  th-e 
arms  of  Sweden.  The  army  of  the  Empire,  and  a  confi- 
derable  body  of  Auftrians  under  General  Haddick,  advanced 
into  Saxony,  and  poiTeiling  them.felves  bv  degrees  ofthofe 
ftrong  pofts,  which  compofe  the  frontiers  of  Mifnia,  they 
continually  flreightened  the  quarters  of  Prince  Henrv.  That 
Prince  was  ftrongly  encamped  at  Dippolfwalde,  with  about 
20,000  men,  in  order  to  cover  Drefden,  and  command  the 
courfe  of  the  Elbe.  Thus  circumftanced,  the  King  could 
not  find  his  account  in  remaining  long  in  Bohemia,  where 
it  was  impoffible  to  effe6l  any  thing  decifive.  Every  thing 
depended  upon  his  being  able  to  drive  the  RuUians  out  of 
his  territories,  who  with  a  mighty  force  ruined  every  place 
they  arrived  at,  and  feemed  not  only  to  make  war  againft 
him,   but  againft  human  nature  itfelf. 

M.  Daun  was  foon  apprifcd  of  the  King  of  Pruiiia's  in- 
tentions: but  he  confidered  that  if  he  was  to  purfue  the 
King  into  Silefia,  he  moft  encounter  with  difficulties  almoll 
infuperable;  feveral  ftrong  places  ftood  in  his  way,  and  it 
would  prove  eafy  for  the  Pruffian  troops  left  for  the  defence 
ot  that  dutchy,  to  take  an  advantageous  camp  under  one  of 
thofe  places,  and  thus  oblige  them  to  vvailc  unprofitably  the 

time. 
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time,  which  might  he  employed  in  the  execution  of  more 
judicious  projects.  Befides  that  in  this  manner  of  proceed- 
ing he  could  never  adf  in  concert,  nor  preferve  any  cfFecSf  ual 
communication  with  the  feveral  bodies  of  his  allies.  I'o 
pufh  forward  v/Ith  his  whole  force  directly  to  Berlin,  could 
at  beil  be  regarded  as  a  ccup  de  main^  which  could  prove 
nothing  decifive  in  the  campaign,  even  fuppcfmg  the  project 
fhould  fucceed,  but  it  was  rather  probable  that  it  would 
not  fucceed,  as  the  King  of  Prufiia  might  clear  his  hands  of 
the  Ruffians  before  the  army^of  M.  Daun  could,  for  want 
of  fubfilf ance  arrive  in  the  Lower  Lufatia.  Every  conh- 
deration  therefore  pointed  out  the  relief  of  Saxony  as  the 
great  object  of  the  Auftrian  operations.  It  was  an  objeil 
apparently  to  be  compalTed  with  greater  eafe,  and  if  corn- 
paffed,  productive  of  more  folid  advantages  than  any  oiher. 
The  army  of  the  Empire  already  fuperior  to  that  of  Prince 
Henry  could  co-operate  in  the  defign,  and  the  recovery  of 
Saxony  once  efFetSfcd,  the  King  of  PruiTia  would  fee  himfeif 
entirely  divefted  of  one  of  the  principal  rcfources  he  had  to 
rely  upon  in  the  war,  for  money,  provilions,  and  forage; 
whilft  his  hereditary  dominions  ftripped  of  this  ftrong  bar- 
rier defencelefs  in  themfelves,  and  allaulted  on  three  fides 
by  powerful  armies,  could  fcarce  find  them  employment  to 
the  end  of  the  campaign. 

M.  Daun  having  refolved  upon  his  plan  of  operations  fuf- 
fered  the  King  of  Prufiia  to  continue  his  march  towards  the 
Ruilians,  without  any  moieftation  :  he  contented  himfeif 
with  leaving  a  confiderable  body  of  Troops  under  the  Gene- 
rals Harfch  and  de  Ville,  on  the  fouthern  frontiers  of  Siie- 
fia,  in  order  to  form  fome  enterprife  on  tnat  fide,  which 
might  draw  the  attention  and  forces  of  the  Pruiiians  as  far 
as  poliible  fi-om  the  great  object  of  his  operations.  When 
he  had  made  thefe  difpofitions  he  marched  towards  Saxony, 
through  the  country  of  Lufatia,  by  Zittau,  Gorlitz,  and 
Bautzen.  His  firfl:  proje(5twas  bold.  He  propofed  to  d^ofs 
the  Elbe  at  MeiiTen  ;  by  which  the  communication  between 
Drefden  and  Leipfic  would  be  cut  of  at  one  ftroke.  Then 
he  propofed  to  attack  Prince  Henry  in  his  camp  at  Seidlitz^ 
whilft  the  army  of  the  Empire  fell  upon  him  in  another 
quarter.  Thus  the  Prince  was  to  be  put  between  two  iires, 
and  his  retreat  into  Drefden  to  be  rendered  impracticable; 
but  upon  mature  confideration,  this  project  was  laid  afide. 
M.  Daun  reflected  that  the  fortrefs  of  Sonneftein,  of  which 
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was  not  yet  In  pofTeflion,  would  prove  no  fmall 
Sept.  3.  Impediment  to  his  defigns.  He  confidcred  that 
the  pofition  of  Prince  Henry  oppcfite  to  the  army 
of  the  Empire  was  too  advantageous,  to  make  an  -attack  upon 
him  advifeable:  and  unlefs  the  Prince  could  be  induced  to 
attack  the  Imperialifts  iirft,  a  point  not  to  be  expected  in 
his  circumftances,  he  might  always  find  it  eafy  to. throw 
himfelf  into  Drefdcn,  and  by  proper  motions  to  preferve  a 
free  comm.unication  with  the  King.  M.  Daun  was  obliged 
to  renounce  his  firft  defign,  but  he  was  left  at  full  liberty 
to  form  and  to  execute  fuch  other  plans  for  the  relief  ol" 
Saxony  as  his  prudence  could  fuggeft. 

About  that  time  the  imperial  court  elated  with  their  re- 
cent fuccefs,  began  to  fliew  with  what  moderation  they 
were  likely  to  behave  if  it  continued  and  increafed.  They 
entirely  threw  of  all  the  little  appearance  of  refpecl  they 
had  hitherto  retained  for  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
I'everal  others  of  the  moft  refpe6table  Princes  and  perfons  of 
the  Empire.  They  made  the  abufe  of  their  authority  go- 
hand  In  hand  with  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms.  On  the  21ft 
of  Auguft  a  conclufum  of  the  Aulic  council  was  iiTued  againft 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  againft 
the  Landgrave  of  Helle  CaiTel,  againfi:  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfvvick,  the  Count  of  Lippc  Buckebourg,  and  in  general 
againrt  all  the  Adherence  to  the  King  of  Prulila,  threatening 
them  with  Penalties  indignity,  perfon  and  eihite.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  decree,  letters  avocatory  were  ilTucd,  no- 
tif\'ing  to  the  fo'/ereign  Princes,  that  if  they  did  not  within 
a  limited  time  difperfe  their  armies,  break  ofF  their  con- 
nection with  the  King  of  Pruifia,  pay  their  quota  of  Roman 
months,  and  fend  their  contingents  fo  the  army  of  execution, 
they  were  to  be  put  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire.  To  all 
other  perfons  who  held  any  dignity  in  the  Empire,  orders 
v/ere  given  and  penalties  were  threatened  fuitable  to  their 
condition.  They  in  fliort  went  all  lengths,  but  that  of 
actually  and  formally  putting  them  under  the  ban,  which, 
they  would  not  have  failed  to  do,  if  their  fuccefs  had  an- 
fwercd  its  beginnings.  So  little  regard  had  the  court  of 
Vienna  to  form.er  fervices  of  the  mollinterefting  nature  ; 
and  fo  entirely  did  flie  feem  to  forget  that  (lie  owed  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  not  only  that  power  which  ihe 
now  unjuftly  and  ungratefully  turned  againft  him,  but  al- 
n:oft  the  very  being  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria,     So  entirely 
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^id  {he  forget  that  this  Monarch  had  expended  his  treafai-es, 
employed  his  armies,  and  even  expofed  his  pt^rfon  in  her 
caufe,  when  it  was  not  only  abandoned,  but  attacked  by 
ahnoft  all  the  reft  of  Europe.  However  the  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Aulic  council,  drew  no  one  State  or  perfon 
from  the  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  PrufHa;  they  rather 
had  a  contrary  eiiecL,  in  roufmg  the  whole  Evangelic  body 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  own  danger.  Much  lefs  were  they  able 
to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  arms. 

The  King  of  Pruilia  conda6led  his  retreat  out  of  Bohe- 
mia in  admirable  order.  The  Generals  Jahnus  andLaudohn 
for  feveral  days  hung  upon  his  rear  with  two  ftrong  bodies. 
They  took  adv^antageous  pofts,  fometimcs  on  one  fide,  fome- 
times  on  the  other,  fometimes  together,  fometimes  fepa- 
rately,  and  threw  all  polHbly  impediments  in  his  way.  But 
the  vigour  of  the  Pruffians  drove  them  with  lofs  from  every 
poiL.  So  that  by  the  6th  of  Auguft,  they  were  obliged 
entirely  to  defid  from  their  purfuit.  The  King  of  PrufTia 
freed  from  all  moleftation,  marched  with  the  utmoft  diligence 
by  Wifoca,  Politz,  Landfbut,  and  arrived  on  the  20th  at 
Franckfort  on  the  Oder.  Here  he  joined  the  troops  under 
Count  Dohna.  The  army  was  nov/  in  a  condi- 
tion toaci,  and  they  did  not  lofe  a  moment's  time  Sept.  22. 
to  m.arch  againft  the  enemy.  All  their  vigour  and 
expedition  was  not  more  than  necefiary.  The  Ruflians  had 
befieged  Cuflriii  from  the  15th.  Though  thefe  people' 
fcarcely  emerged  from  barbarifm,  had  not  the  molt  perfecfl 
fKill  in  operations  of  this  nature,  they  fupplied'thatdeiicien- 
cy  by  a  ferofity  that  fcrupled  nothing,  by  numbers  whofe 
lives  they  did  not  regard,  and  by  a  molf  formidable  artillery, 
which  rudely  but  furioufly  managed,  only  fpread  the  more 
general  and  indifcriminate  deftruction.  In  eiiect,  they 
threw  fuch  a  multitude  of  bombs  and  red  hot  balls  into  that 
unfortunate  city,  that  in  a  fhort  time  it  was  on  hre  in  every 
quarter.  Of  the  wretched  inha,bitants  fome  were  burned, 
foms  buried  in  the  ruins,  fome  killed  by  the  balls  that  fell 
like  hail  in  the  flrects:  the  farviving  majority  fafe  neither 
within  nor  without  their  houfes,  abandoned  their  homes 
and  their  fubftance,  and  fled,  many  of  them  almoft  naked, 
out  of  the  fide  v/hich  was  not  inveiled.  Never  was  beheld 
a  more  deplorable  fpetStacle ;  nor  w^as  it  eafy  to  fay  which 
formed  the  more  wretched  appearance,  thofe  who  periihed, 
or  thofe  who  efcaped.     Mean  while  the  GoveriiQr  hrm  in 

F  3  his 


yo  ^he  History   of  the  War.  175^- 

his  courage  and  fidelity,  did  every  thing  for  the  defence  of 
the  walls  and  ruins  of  the  place;  but  the  walls  built  in  the 
old  manner  did  not  promife  a  fuccefsful  defence;  the  enemy 
had  pofted  themfelves  in  the  fuburbs,  and  in  the  firing 
of  the  town,  the  principal  magazine  of  the  befieged  was 
blown  up. 

The  protector  and  avenger  of  his  dom.inions,  was  now 
however  at  hand.  On  the  23th,  the  King  of  Pruflia's  v/hole 
armypalTed  the  Oder  at  Gl uftebiirel,  about  twenty  Englifn 
miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  Cuftrin.  The  Ruffians  on  the 
firll:  notice  of  his  approach,  broke  up  the  fiege  of  that  place, 
and  maiched  towards  the  villages  of  Z wicker  and  Zorn- 
dorfF.  It  was  the  King's  intention  to  wind  round  the  left 
flank  of  their  army,  and  to  take  them  in  the  rear,  by  which 
he  hoped  to  throw  them  into  confufion.  But  in  this  he 
found  hinnfelf  difappointed.  The  Ruffian  Generals  had 
forefeen  his  purpofe  and  made  excellent  difpofitions.  As. 
the  ground  did  not  admit  them  to  extend  greatly  in  length, 
they  threw  themfelves  into  a  fquare  body  compofed  of  four 
lines,  forming  a  front  almoft  equal  on  every  fide,  and  oil 
every  fide  furroundedby  cannon  and  chevaux  de  frize.  In 
this  formiuLJble  difpofition  they  waited  the  attack  of  the 
■Pruffians. 

It  was  on  the  25th  of  Auguft  that  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
after  a  march  of  56  days,  from  the  midft  of  Moravia, 
brought  his  army  in  prefence  of  the  Ruffians.  The  King 
had  never  been  perfonally  engaged  with  that  enemy  before. 
His  troops  had  never  obtained  any  advantage  over  them. 
The  whole  fortune  of  the  war  depended  upon  the  event  of 
this  day.  The  Pruffians  were  now  in  the  clofeft  fenfe  to 
fight  for  their  country,  which  was  ready  to  fall  under  one 
ot  the  feverell  fcourges  with  which  Providence  has  chaftifed 
a  nation.  Nothing  was  wanting  which  could  infpire  the 
foldiers  with  revenge.  Every  where  the  marks  of  the 
enemies  cruelty  were  before  their  eyes;  the  country  defo- 
lated  on  every  fide,  and  the  villages  in  flames  all  round  tKe 
field  of  battle. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  battle  began  by  a  fire 
of  cannon  and  mortars  which  rained  on  the  right  wing  of 
the  Ruffians  without  the  leaft  intermiffion  for  near  two 
hours.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  havock  made  by  this 
terrible  fire,  nor  the  conftancy  with  which  the  Mufcovitc 
foot,  raw  and  unexperienced,    fullained    a    flaughter  that 

would 
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would  have  confounded  and  difperfcd  the  compleatefl  vete- 
rans.    They  fell  in  their  ranks;  new  regiments  ftill  preflcd 
forv/ard  to  fill    their  places,  and    to  fupply  new  flaughter. 
When  the  firft  line  had  fired  away  all  their  charges,  they 
rufhed  forward  on  the  Pruflians.     That  firm  body    of  the 
Prufiian  infantry  which  had  often  flood,  and  often  given  fo 
many  terrible  fhocks,  by  one  of  thofe  unaccountable  move- 
ments of  the  human  mind,  that  render  every  thing  in  war 
fb  precarious,  gave  way  in  the  prefence  of  their  Sovereign, 
and  when  they  had  in  a  manner  fecured  the  vidlory,  retired 
in  diforder  before  the  half  broken  battalions  of  the  Mufco- 
vites.     Had  the  Ruffian  officers  known  how  to  profit  of  this 
diforder;  had  they  immediately  thrown  in  their  horfe  with 
vigour  to  compleat  it,  and  entirely   break   that  body  ;  this 
had  probably  been  the    laft   day   of  the  Pruffian  greatnefs. 
The  King  was  not  fo  negligent.     For  juft   in  this  anxious 
moment,  whilft  the  battle  was  yet   in  fufpenfe,  by   a  very 
rapid  and  mafteriy  motion,  he  brought  all  the  cavalry  of  his 
right    to  the  centre,  w^ith  which  General    Sedliiiz  at  their 
head,  burfting  in  upon  the  Ruffian  foot,  uncovered  by  their 
horfe,  and  difordered  even  by  their  advantage,  they  pulhed 
them  back,  with  amoftmiferable  flaughter.     The  repulfed 
battalions  of  Pruffia  had   time    to  recolle(5l,  and  to  form 
themfelvcs ;   and   now   returning  to   the  onfet  with  a  rage 
exafperated  by  their  late  difgrace,  they  entirely  turned  the 
ballanceof  the  fio;ht.     The  Ruffians  were  thrown  into  the 
mofl  horrid  confufion.     Tlie  wind  blew  the  duft  and  fmoke 
full  in  their  faces,     They  no  longer  diftinguiihed  friends  or 
enemies.     They  fired  upon  each  other.      In  this  diftraciion 
they  plundered  their  own  baggage  which  flood  between  the 
lines,  and   intoxicated    themfelves    with    brandy.     Orders 
were  now  no  more  heard  nor  obeyed.     The  ranks  fell  in 
upon  one  another  ;  and  being  crammed  together  in  a  narrow 
fpace,    every    fhot    difcharged  by  the  Pruflians  had  its  full 
efte(5l :  whilil:   the  Ruffians    kept  up    only  a  fcattered  fire, 
without  diredion  or  efrecl,  and  quite  over  the  heads  of  their 
enemies.     It  was  now    no  longer  battle,  but  a  horrid  and 
undiilinguifned  carnage.     Yet  ftill,   (which  is  a  wonderful 
circumllanc^)    the  Ruffi.ans  thus  diftractcd  and  flaughtered, 
kept  their  ground.     The  adtion  continued  without   inter- 
miffion  from  nine  in  the  morning  until  feven  at  night,     At 
lafl  the  night  itfelf,  the  fatigue  of  the  Pruffians,  and  a  judi- 
cious attack  on  their  right  Vv'ing,  which  drev/  their  attention 
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on  that  fide,  gave  the  Ruffian  army  fome  refplte  to  recover 
their  order,  and  an  opportunity  of  retiring  a  little  from  the 
fcene  of  their  difafter.  On  their  fide  near  10,000  fell  upon 
the  fpot,  they  had  more  than  io,oco  wounded,  moft  of  them 
mortally:  939  cfiicers,  not  including  the  inferior,  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  pril'oners;  of  two  particular  re- 
giments confifting  before  the  battle  of  4595  efre61:ive  men, 
only  1475  were  left:  their  whole  lofs  on  this  bloody  day 
way  21,529  men.  That  of  the  PrufHans  in  every  way  dic^ 
not  amount  to  2000. 

The  Gazettes  of  both  parties  warmly  difputed  the  vain 
honour  of  the  field  of  battle.  On  the  moil  diligent  en- 
quiry, it  appears  that  both  parties  fpentthe  night  on  or  very 
near  the  place  of  a6iion.  But  this  is  an  affair  of  little  conr 
fequence.  The  Pruffians  "had-  all  the  fruits,  and  mofl  of  the 
proofs  of  a  victory  thtj  moft  complete  and  decifive.  A  vaft 
trairi  of  artillery  taken,  the  military  cheft,  a  number  of 
prifoners,  many  of  them  ofBcers  of  high  rank  ;  the  retreat 
of  the  Ruilian  army,  the  next  and  the  following  days  ;  their 
General  Fermor's  requeft  for  leave  to  bury  the  dead  ;  their 
incapacity  to  advance  or  form  any  new  enterprife  ;  the  King 
of  Prufiia's  unmolefted  operations  againft  his  other  enemies  ^ 
all  thefe  form  the  mofl  clear  and  certain  demonftration  of  a 
vidlory  in  all  the  points,  for  which  a  vi6lory  is  dePirable. 

Nothing  lefs  indeed,  than  a  very. complete  victory  could 
have  done  any  effential  fervice  to  the  King's  affair  at  that 
time,  when  four  armies  of  his  enemies  were  makino;  their 
way  to  one  com.mon  centre,  and  threatened  to  unite  in  th^ 
heart  of  Brandenburg.  The  King  renewed  the  attack  on 
the  Ruffians  the  next  morning.  The  event  of  the  lafl:  day 
had  fhewcd  them,  that  there  was  no  way  of  fafety  but  in  a 
retreat,  and  in  effect  they  retreated  before  the  Pruffians  as 
far  as  Landfperg  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  The  King  of 
Pruffia  was  convinced  that  their  late  check  muff  wholly  dif- 
able  them  from  attempting  any  thing  material  againft  his 
dominions  on  that  fide  j  and  he  faw  clearly  that  whatever 
he  might  hope  to  gain  by  impro\ing  his  advantage  againft 
the  Ruffians,  he  muff  lofe  far  more  by  allowing  his  other 
enemies  to  make  a  progrefs  on  the  iide  'of  Saxony.  He 
fatisfied  hinifclf  therefore  with  leaving  a  fmall  body  of 
t|;-oops  under  Count  Dohna,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
Mufcovite  army  ;  and  marched  with  the  grcateff  part  of  his 
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forces"  and   the  utmoft    expedition  to  the  relief  of  Prince 

Henry. 

M.^  Daun  having  laid  afide  his  firft  project  for  pafTing  the 
Elbe  at  MeifTen,  enterprifed  nothing  new  on  the  fide  of 
Saxony  for  fome  days  ;  he  contented  himfelf  with  taking  -a 
pofition  at  Stolpen  to  the  Eailward  of  the  Elbe,  by  which, 
whilft  he  prefervcQ  to  himfelf  an  eafy  communication  v/ith 
the  army  of  the  Empire,  he  interrupted  the  communication 
between  Bautzen  and  Drefden  -,  he  favoured  the  operations 
pf  General  Laudohn,  who  had  advanced  through  the  Lov.-er 
Lufatia  to  the  confines  of  Brandenburgh  ;  and  by  drawing 
the  attention  of  the  Pruiiian  forces  which  were  left  in  Si- 
iefia  to  the  northward  of  that  dutchy,  he  facilitated  the 
progrefs  of  the  Generals  Harach  and  de  Viile  in  the  fouthern 
parts.  Admirable  difpofitions  without  queffion,  if  the  time 
had  not  called  for  more  vigorous  meafures,  and  if  the  refcue 
pf  Saxony  from  the  King  of  PrufTia  had  not  been  the  great 
objeiSt  of  the  campaign  !  It  is  not  impoiTible  that  the  court 
of  Vienna  had  ftill  fuch  an  hankering  afier  Silefia,  as  in- 
duced them  to  (laken  their  efforts  on  the  fide  of  Saxony,  in 
hopes,  that  if  M.  Daun  could  protract  the  operations  there, 
fo  as  to  find  full  employment  for  the  King  of  PrufTia,  their 
other  forces  might  reduce  Silefia  with  great  facility  ;  and 
thus  perhaps  by  aiming  at  two  fuch  difficult  objetSIs  at  once, 
as  it  generally  happens,  they  lofl  them  both.  Upon  any 
pther  fuppofition,  it  is  not  very  cafy  to  account  for  the 
feem^ing  inactivity  of  M.  Daun,  w^hilfi  he  had  fo  fair  a 
game  in  his  hands.  However  advantageoufiy  Prince  Henry 
might  hav^e  chcfen  his  poft,  or  however  flroiigly  he  mjght 
have  fecured  it,  yet  the  prodigious  fuperiority  of  the  com- 
bined armies  feem.s  to  have  more  than  over-balanced  that 
advantage,  and  to  have  juftified,  nay  to  have  demanded 
fome  bold  and  decifive  attempt. 

in  fa(51:,  this  appeared  at  length  to  be  the  Marfhal's  ov/n 
opinion.     For  when  the  ftrcng  Fortrefs  of  Sonneftein  moil 
unaccountably  furrendered,  with  a  garrifonof  1400  m.en,  to 
the   Auftrian   General  Mac-Guire  after  the  refif- 
tance  of  no  more  than  a  fmgle  day ;  M .  Daun  pro-     Sept.  5. 
pofed  that  the  Prince  of  Deux-Ponts  fhould  attack 
Prince  Henry,  whilflthe  grand  army  of  the  Auftrians  laying 
bridges  between  tv/o  fires,    at   a  fmall  diirance  from  each 
other,  fhould  pafs  th^  Elbe,  and  falling  at  the  fame 
timeon  thePrufTians,  fecond  the  attack  of  the  Im-  Sept.  10. 
peiialifts,  znd  cut  off  the  retreat  of  their  enemies 
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towards  Drefden.  This  was  to  bring  matters  to  a  fpeedy 
declfion.  But  now  the  King  of  Pruffia  by  the  moft  rapid 
marches  had  reached  the  frontiers  of  Saxony.  The  wh(5le 
defign  was  difconcerted;  and  far  from  being  able  to  diflodge 
Prince  Henry,  they  found  themfelves  utterly  unable  to  pre- 
vent the  King  his  brother  from  ioining  him,  with 
Sept.  II.  his  whole  army.  On  his  approach  General 
Laudohn  abandoned  his  advant::ges  in  the  Lower 
Lufatia,  and  fell  back  upon  M.  Daun  ;  who  himfelf  retired 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Drefden  and  fell  back  as  far  as 
Zittau.  The  army  of  the  Empire  poiTelTed  of  the  ftrong 
poll-  of  Pirna,  which  the  Saxons  had  occupied  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war,  kept  their  ground  ;  but  did  not  undertake 
any  thins;.  Thus  in  fifteen  days  the  king  of  PrufTia,  by 
his  unparallelled  fpirit,  diligence  and  magnanimity,  fought 
and  defeated  a  fuperior  body  of  his  enemies,  in  one  extre- 
mity of  his  dominions,  and  baffled  without  fighting  another 
fuperior  body  in  the  other  extremity. 

Thefe  advantages,  glorious  as  they  were,  were  not  the 
only  ones  which  followed  the  victory  at  Zorndorf.  The 
Swedes  who  dire6ted  their  motions  by  thofe  of  their  Ruffian 
allies,  haftened  their  operations  when  that  army  had  ad- 
vanced into  Brandenburgb.  General  Wedel  was  detached 
from  Saxony,  to  flop  their  progrefs  ;  and  the  Prince  of  Be- 
vern,  now  Governor  of  Stettin,  gave  them  fome  oppofition. 
All  this,  hov/ever,  had  proved  ineffcdual,  if  the  news  of 
the  defeat  of  the  P^uffians  had  not  alarmed  the  Swedes  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them  return  with  more  expedi- 
tion than  they  had  advanced.  Tho'  the  King  of  Pruffia'^ 
affairs  began  to  put  on  a  better  appearance  by  thefe  efforts, 
the  fortune  of  the  war  flill  hung  in  a  very  dubious  fcale. 
The  enemy  was  flill  fuperior.  The  Swedes  and  Rufiians 
had  flill  fome  footing  in  his  dominions.  The  Auflrians  and 
Im.perialifls  were  yet  in  Saxony;  and  if  the  King's  armies 
had  it  in  their  power  to  take  ftrong  fituations  ;  the  enemy 
had  the  fame  advantages.  The  condition  of  things  was  ex- 
tremely critical,  and  the  Icalf  error  or  misfortune  threat- 
ened flill  to  plunge  the  King  of  PrufTia  into  an  abyfs  of 
calamities. 
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CHAP.     XII. 

General  Oherg  defeated  at  Lanwerenhagen.  King  of  Prujjia 
furpri  ed  at  Hochkir.hen,      M.  Keith  and  Prince  Francis  of 

Brunjwich    kilUd.     AffaW   at    Gorlitz.       King   of  Prujfja 

ma7-ches  into  Sllefia,  M.  Daiin  tnvefis  Drefdcn,  The 
fuhurhs  burned.     King  of  Pruffia  raifcs  the  fiege  of  Neifs  and 

Cofel.     He  returns  into  Saxony.     Ihe  Aujirians   retire  intj 

Bohemia.     Difpr-ftticns  for  the  winter. 

'T^  H  E    operations  of  the  armies  in  Weftphalla,    feemed 
-^    for  a  long  time  to  languifh.     The  grand  army  of  the 
French  under  M.  dc  Contades,  was  wholly  unable  to  drive 
Prince  Ferdinand  from  the  pofts  which  he  had  chofen  foju- 
diciouily  alons;  the  Lippe.    The  other  dlvifion  of  the  French 
forces  under  the  Prince  de  Soubife,  had  made  no  great  pro- 
grefs  on  the  fide  of  He{ie-Caifle,again{l  the  Prince  Ifenburg, 
who  ftill  kept  his  ground  in  that  principality,  in   order  to 
protecSt  the  courfe  of  the  Wefer,  and  to  cover  the  electo- 
rate. The  French  were  fenfible  that  an  attack  on  the  prin- 
cipal army  of  the  allies,  would  prove  a  very  dangerous  at- 
tempt,  in  which  even   if  they  fhould   have   fome  fuccefs, 
their  progrefs  into  the  King's  electoral  dominions  muft  be 
very  IIoav  and  difncult.     But  as  the  Body  of  the  allies  em- 
ployed in  HefTe-Callle  was  far  the  weakeft,  and  as  an  ad- 
vantage  on  that  fide  promi fed  them  the   command  of  the 
Wefer,  and  a  better  paflage  into  the  heart  of  the  enemies 
country,  they  determined  to  make  an  attempt  there.     To 
further  this  defign,   a   conuderable  detachment   was   made 
from   the  army  of  M.  de  Contades,  which  increafed    the 
Prince  of  Soubifc's  ccrps  to  at  lead   30,000  men.    Prince 
Ferdiriand,  who  was  fulhciently  aware  of  the  enemies  plan, 
had    fom.e   time  before  fent  General  Oberg  with   a  ftrong 
reinforcement  to  join  the  Prince  Ifenburg  ;  but   notwith- 
ilanding  this  reinforcement,  the  whole  force  of  the  allies  in 
Heile  did  not  exceed   15000.     This  body,  was  attacked  by 
the  French    at    Lanwerenhagen,  and  their  great 
Uiperiority,  efpecially  in  point  of  cavalry,  obliged  Sept.  3c. 
the   allies    to  retire  v/ith  the  lofs  of  about  1500 
men.     The   allies  unable  to  keep  the   field,    had   hov/ever 
fome  woods  in  their  rear  which  covered  their  retreat,  and 
they  prefervcd  fo  good  a  countenance   as  prevented    their 
defeat  from  becoming  total. 

Great 
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Great  confequences  might  have  been  apprehended  from 
^his  affair.  But  the  vigilance  of  Prince  P'erdinand,  v/ho 
had  eftabliihed  the  moft  ready  communications  all  along  the 
Lippe,  fuffered  the  vidorious  army  to  reap  but  little  ad- 
vantage from  their  vi6fory.  That  accompliihed  General  ad- 
vanced v^ich  the  utmoft  expedition  towards  Rheda,  and  the 
P.  Ifenburgh  having  fallen  back  upon  him,  they  joined  in  fuck 
a  manner  as  perfectly  to  fecure  the  Wefer,  without  lofmg 
any  thing  on  the  fide  of  the  Rhine.  And  although  thefe 
necelTary  motions,  in  fome  fort  uncovered  the  electorate, 
io  as  to  lay  it  open  to  the  incurfions  of  the  enemies  light 
troops,  who  penetrated  even  to  the  gates  of  Hanover  ;  yet 
the  French  were  not  in  a  condition  to  eftablifb  any  confi- 
derable  body,  or  to  take  any  poft  of  moment  In  that  part. 
During  this  time,  the  armies  of  the  King  of  PrulTia  and 
M»  Daun,  made  no  very  remarkable  movements.  The 
Marfhal  kept  his  advantageous  camp  at  Stolpen,  by  which 
he  preferved  a  communication  v/ith  the  army  of  the  Em- 
pire. The  army  was  fecured  by  its  inacceiTible  fituation, 
but  it  enterprifed  nothing  of  confequence.  The  King  of 
Pruffia  on  the  other  hand,  having  taken  pofTeiTion  of  the 
im.portant  poft  of  Bautzen,  which  lies  fo  opportunely  for 
com.manding  at  once  bothMifnia  and  Lufatia,  extended  his 
right  wing  to  Hochkirchen.  By  this  pofition  he  preferved  a 
commnnication  with  the  army  of  his  brother  prince  FJenry, 
he  protected  Brandenburg  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Auf- 
trlans,  and  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fecured  thefe  interefl- 
ing  obje(£ts5  he  was  better  fituatcd  for  throwing  fuccours 
into  Silefia,  than  he  could  be  any  where  elfe  confiftently 
with  his  general  plan.  The  two  armiics  kept  the  m.oft 
watchful  eye  upon  each  others  m.otions.  The  principal  aim 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  feemed  to  have  been  the  preventing 
M.  Daun  from  communicating  with  Bohemia.  The  o^reat 
intention  of  M.  Daun  was  to  cut  off  the  King  from  Silefia. 
Things  were  fo  ballanced,  that  it  did  not  feem  poiTible  by 
mere  fki  11  in  marches  and  pofitions  to  anfwer  thefe  ends 
very  fully :  therefore  a  battle  feemed  inevitable.  But  it 
f«eemcd  too  that  confidering  the  fituation  of  both  armies,  a 
battle  could  not  be  attempted  without  extreme  danger  to 
the  party  who  fhould  begin  the  attack. 

M.  Daun  faw  that  if  any  more  time  was  loft  without 
a<Stion,  the  very  feafon  muft  oblige  him  to  evacuate  Saxony, 
;^Jid  thus  give  up  all  the  fruits  of  the  campaign.     He  came 
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to  a  refolution  of  giving  the  King  of  Pruilia  Battle.  But 
^ven  in  the  vigour  of  this  refolution,  appeared  the  extreme 
caution  which  charadferifes  that  able  General.  Having 
communicated  his  delign  to  the  prince  of  Deux-Ponts,  and 
fettled  meafures  v^ith  him,  he  marched  in  the  dead  of  a  very 
dark  night,  in  three  columns,  toru^ards  the  right  of  the  King 
of  Prullia's  camp.  Notwithftanding  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  notwithftanding  the  neceflary  divifion  of 
the  Auftrian  army,  the  greatnefs  of  their  num-  Odi,  14. 
bers,  and  the  length  of  way  they  had  to  march, 
yet  fuch  was  the  wife  conduct  and  great  good  fortune  of 
this  defign,  that  they  all  arrived  at  the  fame  time  at  the 
Prufiian  camp,  none  having  loft  their  way,  without  difco- 
very,  without  confufion,  and  began  the  attack  v/ith  the 
utmoft  regularity  and  refolution  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morn* 
ing. 

How  the  King's  out-guards  were  kept  (o  as  to  make  fuch 
a  furprife  pracSticable,  is  hard  to  fay.  It  is  hard  to  accufe 
the  vigilance  of  fo  able  a  commander,  or  the  attention  of 
fo  many  finifhed  officers  as  ferved  under  him.  To  fpeak 
of  treachery  is  a  way  of  accounting  for  misfortunes,  more 
common  than  reafonable.  However  it  was,  the  Pruffians, 
had  not  time  to  flrike  their  tents,  when  they  found  the 
enemy  in  the  midft  of  the  camp,  and  an  impetuous  attack 
already  begun.  Scarce  had  the  battle  begun,  when  a  de- 
feat feemed  certain  ;  not  fo  much  from  the  confufion  of 
the  troops,  as  the  irreparable  lofs  of  two  officers  in  the 
higheft  comm.and,  and  of  the  greateft  merit.  M.  Keith 
received  two  mufquet  balls,  and  fell  dead  upon  the  fpot. 
Prince  Francis  of  Brunfwick  had  his  head  fhot  off  by  a 
cannon  ball  as  he  mounted  his  horfe.  The  King  of  Pruffia 
had  then  the  whole  of  affairs  to  fuftain  alone,  at  the  time 
when  he  moll  wanted  affifiance.  But  his  prefence  of  mind> 
his  firmnefs,  his  acfivity,  remedied  in  fome  meafure  the  ef- 
fects of  this  unforfeen  attack,  and  the  loffes  and  diforders 
it  had  occalioned  ;  he  was  every  where  prefent,  and  infpt- 
red  his  troops  with  an  ardor  like  his  own.  The  King  or- 
dered fome  detachments  from  his  left,  to  reinforce  his  right 
wing  ;  but  in  the  momeht  the  orders  were  received,  the 
left  itfelf  was  furioufly  attacked.  General  Retzow  wh? 
commanded  in  that  quarter,  with  difficulty  repulfed  the 
Audrians,  and  was  not  able  to  afford  any  confiderable  affii- 
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tance  to  the  right,  which  was  alone  obliged  to  fupport  the 
whole  weight  of  the  grand  attack. 

The  Auftrians  in  the  beo-innino-  of  the  en9:agement  had 
beaten  them  out  of  the  village  of  Plochkirchen  ;  as  the  fate 
of  the  day  depended  upon  that  poft,  the  hotteft  of  the  dif- 
pute  was  there.  The  Pruffians  made  three  bloody  and  un- 
fuccefsful  attacks  on  the  village  ;  on  the  fourth  they  carried 
it ;  but  the  Auftrians  pouring  continually  frefh  troops  upon 
that  fpot,  drove  them  out  at  length  after  reiterated  efforts, 
and  a  prodigious  fiaughter  on  all  fides.  Then  the  King 
defpairing  of  the  fortune  of  that  field,  ordered  a  retreat  : 
his  troops,  which  had  been  fuddenlv  attacked  in  a  dark 
night  by  fuperior  numbers,  and  had  run  to  arms  fome  half 
naked,  and  all  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  had,  notwithftand- 
ing,  made  a  moft  vigorous  refiftance  ;  and  maintained  the 
fight  for  near  five  hours.  They  made  their  retreat  in  good 
order  without  being  purfued,  fupported  by  the  good  coun- 
tenance of  their  cavalry,  and  the  fire  of  the  numerous  and 
well  ferved  artillery,  which  was  placed  in  the  centre  of  their 
camp.  They  loft  in  this  bloody  action  at  leaft  7000  men, 
killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  together  with  many  cannon. 
"The  Auftrian  account  allowed  their  own  lofs  in  killed  and 
wounded  to  amount  to  near  5000. 

The  King  of  Prufiia,  in  retiring  from  Hochkirchen,  in 
faclonly  altered  the  pofition  of  his  right  wing,  which  fell 
back  as  far  as  WeifiTenberg.  His  left  ftill  remained  at  Baut- 
zen. This  pofition  was  nearly  as  good  as  the  former.  The 
great  lofs  was  the  lofs  of  reputation,  which  always  attends 
a  defeat,  and  the  lofs  of  two  great  generals  which  attended 
this  in  particular.  M.  Keith  was  a  Scochman  born.  He 
engaged  with  his  brother  the  Lord  Marihal  in  the  Rebellion 
of  1 7 15.  Being  obliged  to  relinquifh  his  country  on  this  ■ 
occafion,  he  entered  into  the  troops  of  Spain,  and  after- 
wards paffing  into  RufHa,  he  obtained  a  confiderable  com- 
mand, and  performed  many  fignal  fervices  in  their  wars 
v/ith  Turkey  and  Sweden  ;  and  ferved  them  alfain  peace  by 
feveral  embafiies.  But  finding  the  honours  of  that  country 
no  better  than  a  fplendid  fervitudc,  and  not  meeting  with 
thofe  rewards,  which  his  long  and  faithful  fervices  deierved, 
he  left  that  court  for  one  where  merit  is  better  known  and 
better  rewarded ;  and  having  been  employed  fince  the  be- 
ginning q['  the  v/ar  in  a  diftinguiihed  command  in  the  King 
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of  Pruffia*s  armies,  he  fell  at  laft  in  a  fervice  that  was  v/or- 
thy  of  him. 

U  the  King  of  Pruflla  loft  fome  reputation  in  furTerIng 
himfelf  to  be  furprifed  in  this  affair  ;  he  fully  retrieved  ia 
by  his  extraordinary  condudl  in  the  courfe  of  the  action,  and 
his  admirable  efforts  after  it.  On  the  v/hole,  perhaps, 
when  allcircumftances  are  confidered,  the  King  of  PrufTu 
will  appear  greater  in  this  defeat,  than  in  any  victory  he 
ever  yet  obtained.  The  wing  of  his  army  that  v/as  attack- 
ed, was  furprifed  at  a  diftance  from  him,  the  two  General^i 
that  commanded  it  flain  in  the  firfr  onfet,  his  other  princi- 
pal Generals  wounded,  the  whole  wing  in  confufion  with- 
out a  leader;  to  come,  in  thefe  defperate  circumftances,  in 
hafte  from  another  quarter ;  to  recover  all  ;  twice  to  re- 
pulfe  the  enemy,  and  at  laft  to  retire,  overborne  only  by 
numbers  and  fatigue,  without  being  purfued,  is  fuch  an 
inftance  of  great  Generalfhip,  as  perhaps  has  never  been 
exceeded. 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  doing  in  Saxony,  the  Ruflians 
made  no  farther  attempts  on  the  Side  of  Brandenburgh  ; 
they  remained  in  their  cam.p  near  Landfperg,  until  the  21  ft 
of  September  ;  when,  after  feveral  feigned  motions,  made 
to  cover  their  real  defign,  they  began  their  retreat  towards 
Pomerania,  where  they  arrived  on  the  26th. 

It  was  impoffible  that  they  fhould  keep  their  ground  in 
that  province  during  the  winter,  unlefs  they  could  fecure 
fome  fea-port,  from  whence  they  might  be  fupplied  with 
provifions.  The  little  town  of  Coiberg  was  very  opportune 
for  that  purpofe,  as  it  is  a  fea-port  on  the  Baltick,  and  (o 
meanly  fortified,  that  the  reduction  of  it  appeared  to  be  as 
eafy  as  expedient.  On  the  third  of  October,  they  formed 
the  fiege  of  this  inconfidcrable  place,  with  a  body  of  15000 
men.  But  fuch  was  the  bravery  of  Major  Heydon  the 
Governor  ;  and  fuch  the  incapacity  of  the  Ruflians  for  ope- 
rations of  this  nature,  that  this  little  town,  defended  only 
by  a  rampart,  without  any  outwork,  and  lined  with  a  very- 
feeble  garrifon,  held  out  againfl  the  repeated  attacks  of  the 
enemy  twenty-fix  days,  and  then  obliged  them  to  ^rx 
raifc  the  fiege,  without  any  fuccours  whatfoever  '"'  "" 
from  without.  This  was  the  laft  enterprife  of  the  RuiTians. 
Their  vaft  army  retired  with  difgrace,  firft  from  Branden- 
burgh, and  then  from  Pomerania  j  not  being  able  to  mafter 
one  place  of  ilrength  in   either  country  ;  but  having  de- 
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ftroycd  with  the  moft  favage  barbarity  both  the  open 
tov/ns  and  defencelefs  villages;  leaving  as  ftrong  imprefli- 
ons  of  contempt  for  their  incapacity,  as  of  horror  for  their 
cruelty. 

After  the  defeat  which  the  King  received  at  Hochkirchen, 
he  omitted  no  meafures  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making 
any  material  advantage  of  it.  He  perceived  clearly,  that 
the  advantage  theypropofed  to  derive  from  it,  was  to  cover 
the  operations  of  their  armies  in  Silefia;  and  that  they  had 
no  longer  any  ferious  defign  upon  Saxony  during  this 
campaign.  The  King  therefore,  made  no  fcruple  to  rein- 
force his  army  by  confiderable  detachments  from  that  of 
Prince  Henry,  which  were  brought  up  by  that  Prince  him- 
felf.  And  as  he  faw  that  Neifs,  the  fiege  of  which  had  been 
already  formacd  and  profccuted  with  great  vigour,  muft 
certainly  furrender  if  it  were  not  fpeediiy  fuccourcd,  he 
refolved  to  march  into  Silefia. 

Xo  the  execution  of  this  defign,  the  greateft  difficulties 
flarted  up  on  all  fides.  The  army  of  M.  Daun,  lately  vic- 
torious, had  no  other  bufmefs  than  to  intercept  him.  To 
fight  was  dubious  ;  to  avoicl  it  hard.  If  he  could  even 
avoid  a  battle,  he  had  much  to  apprehend  from  the  efforts 
of  the  enemy  to  harrafs  him  on  his  march.  If  he  fhould  be 
fo  happy  as  to  efcape  or  conquer  thefe  difficulties,  yet  his 
march  entirely  uncovered  Saxony,  and  abandoned  that  moft 
interefiing  poffeffion,  very  poorly  defended,  to  all  the  force 
of  two  powerful  armies. 

On  the  other  himd,  if  the  ccnfidcration  of  Saxony  fnouM 
detain  him  in  his  prefent  fituation,  Silefia  ran  the  fame  rifque, 
and  the  fame  or  greater  difad vantages  muft  enfue  to  his  af- 
fairs, by  fuftering  the  Auftrians  to  obtain  a  footing  there* 
This  dilemma,  which  would  have  rendered  a  meaner  genius 
entirely  inactive,  and  hindered  him  from  taking  any  refo- 
lution,  only  obliged  the  King  of  Pruffia  to  take  his  refo- 
lution  with  the  greater  fpecd,  and  to  execute  it  with  the 
greater  vi2;our. 

On  the  24th  of  November  at  night,  he  quitted  his  camp 
at  Dobrefchutz,  and  making  a  great  compafs  he  arrived^ 
without  any  obftruction  from  the  enemy,  in /the  plain  cf 
Gorlitz.  A  bodv  of  the  AuRrians  had  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  fccure  tliis  poft  before  him  ;  thofe  that  arrived  were  de- 
feated, with  the  lofs  of  800  men.  By  this  happv  march, 
all  the  a.lvanta<2;es  of  M.  Daun':>  ftudied^gfition,  of  all  the 
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fruits  his  boafted  vi6lory  at  Hochkirchen,  were  loft  in  a 
moment,  and  an  open  pafTage  to  Silefia  lay  before  the  King. 
He  purfued  his  march  with  the  greateft  diligence.  General 
Laudohn,  with  24,000  men  was  fent  to  purfue  him.  That 
adive  general  continually  harrafied  his  rear  guard;  but  the 
King  continued  his  march  without  interruption,  and  fuffer- 
ed  him  to  take  many  little  advantages,  rather  than  by  de- 
laying to  conteft  (mall  matters,  to  endanger  adefign,  which 
might  be  decifive  of  the  whoh  campaign. 

On  the  other  Hand  Daun.  not  content  with  the  obfta- 
cles  which  General  Laudohn  threw  in  the  King's  way,  fent 
a  large  body  of  horfe  and  foot  by  another  route  to  reinforce 
the  army  which  under  the  Generals  Harfch  and  De  Viile  had 
formed  the  fiege  of  Neifs,  and  rhe  blockade  of  Cofel.  But 
he  perceived  '•^'it  all  th-fe  meafures  ^-vouid  probably  prove 
inefFecSlual,  as  nis  principal  proiecl,  \^hivh  was  to  cover 
Silefia,  had  been  defeated.  He  thercfoic  turned  his  views 
towards  Saxony,  and  fatisfying  himfelf  with  detaching  Ge- 
neral Laudohn,  which  might  create  an  opinion  that  the 
whole  Auftrian  army  purfued,  he  followed  the  King  nof 
further  than  Gorlitz;  which  place  he  immediately  quitted, 
and  having  by  forced  marches  gained  the  Elbe,  he 
pafled  that  river  at  Pirna,  and  advanced  towards  Nov.  6.- 
Drefden,  At  the  fam^e  time  the  army  of  the  Em- 
pire, by  its  motions  having  obliged  the  PruiTian  army  then 
extremely  weakened  by  the  detachments  that  had  been 
drawn  from  it,  to  retire  from  its  poll:  before  Drefden,  fome 
miles  to  the  weftvvard  of  that  city,  cut  ofr  their  communi- 
cation with  Leipfic,  whilft  M.  Daun  attempted  to  cut  ofF 
their  communication  with  Drefden;  but  they  found  means 
to  throw  themfelves  into  that  city,  and  afterwards  to  retire 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Elbe.  The  Auftrians  and  Im.perial- 
ifts  began  at  once  to  inveft  thofe  tv/o  important  places  ; 
another  party  advanced  towards  Torgau,  and  attempted 
that  town.  It  feemed  utterly  impoflible  to  prevent  the 
Auftrians  from  becoming  mafters  of  Saxony,  who  in  a  man- 
ner covered  the  whole  country  with  their  forces. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King  of  Pruffia  drev/  nearer  and 
nearer  to  Neifs.  The  fiege  of  that  fortrefs  v/as  commenced 
on  the  4th  of  Augu:^ ;  on  the  3d  of  Odober  it  was  com- 
pletely invefted  ;  and  the  place  w^isprliied  on  one  fide  v/ith 
the  greateft  vigour^  and  on  the  other  maintained  with  the 
moft  confummate  fkill  and  bravery,  until  the  approach  of 
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the  King  of  Pruflia  obliged  the  Auflrians,  on  the  ift.  of 
November,  to  ralfe  the  fiege,  leaving  a  conndcrablc  quantity 
of  military  ftores  behind  them.  The  fame  terror  obliged 
the  parties  employed  in  the  blockade  of  Cofel,  to  leave 
that  place  at  liberty,  and  to  fall  back,  togetiier  u^ith  the 
armies  of  the  Generals  Harfch  and -De  Ville,  into  Bohemia, 
and  the  Auflrian  Silefia.  ^ 
.    The  King  of  PruiTia,  when  he  had  thus  by  the  report  of 

his  march,  without  fighting,  driven  his  enemies 
Nov.  9.    out  of  Silefia,  loft  not  a  moment  to  return  by  the 

fame  route,  and  with  the  fame  expedition  to  the 
relief  of  Saxony.  Two  bodies  of  his  troops  had  moved  for 
the  fame  purpofe  out  of  Pomcrania,  one  under  Count  Dah- 
lia, and  one  under  General  Wedel.  The  corps  under  We- 
del  had  thrown  itfelf  into  Torgau,  repulfed  the  Auftrians, 
who  had  attempted  that  place,  and  purfued  them  as  far  as 
Eulcnburg.  The  grand  operation  of  the  Auilrians  was 
againft  Drefden.  M.  Daun,  with  an  army  of  60, COO  men, 
came  before  that  city,  on  the  very  Day  on  which  the  King, 
of  Prulfia  began  his  march  to  oppofe  him,  fo  that  he  might 
well  imagine  his  fuccefs  certain  againft  a  place  meanly  for- 
tified, and  defended  only  by  i2,oco  men.  The  fame  day: 
he  began  to  cannonade  it,  and  his  light  troops,  fupported 
by  the  grenadiers  of  the  army,  made  a  fliarp  attack  upon 
the  fuburbs.  The  Governor,  Count  Schmettau,  faw  that 
from  the  weaknefs  of  the  fuburbs  it  would  prove  impoifible 
for  him  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  poliefTrng  themfelves  of 
them  by  a  coup  de  7riam^  and  if  they  fucceeded  in  this  at- 
tempt, the  great  height  of  the  Houfes,  being  fix  or  feveii 
ftorics,  and  entirely  commanding  the  ramparts,  would  ren- 
der the  redudion  of  the  body  of  the  place  equally  eafy  and 
certain.  Thefe  confiderations  determined  him  to  fet  thefe 
fuburbs  on  fire. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  fuburbs  of  Drefden  compofe 
one  of  the  fineft  towns  in  Europe,  and  are  greatly  fuperior 
to  that  which  lies  within  the  walls.  Here  the  moft  wealthy 
parts  of  the  Inhabitants  refidc,  and  here  are  carried  on  thofe 
ieveral  curious  manufactures  for  which  Drefden  is  fo  fa- 
mous. Count  Daun  forefaw  this  confequence  of  his  atr^ 
tempt.  He  endeavoured  to  intimidate  tlic  Governor  frorpi 
this  mcafure,  to  which  he  knew  the  cruel  rcafon  of  war- 
would  naturally  lead  him,  by  threatening  to  make  him  per- 
\o\\2X\'^  anfwerablc  for  the  ftcps  he  fhould  ta^cej  but  Count; 
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Schmettau  anfv/ered  with  the  firmnefs  that  became  a  man 
of  honour  and  a  foldier,  that  he  would  anfwer  whatever  he 
ihould  do,  and  would  not  only  burn  the  fuburbs,  in  cafe 
M.  Daun  advanced,  but  would  likewife  defend  the  city  it- 
felf  ftreet  by  ftreet,  and  at  laft  even  the  caftle,  which  was 
the  royal  refidence,  if  he  (hould  be  driven  to  it.  When 
the  magiflrates  v/ere  apprifed  of  this  refolution,  they  fell  at 
the  feet  of  Count  Schmettau,  and  implored  him  to  change 
his  mind,  and  to  have  mercy  on  that  devoted  part  of  their 
city.  The  part  of  the  royal  family,  who  remained  in  Dref- 
den,  joined  their  fupplications  to  thofe  of  the  magiftrates ; 
they  prayed  him  to  fpare  that  laft  refuge  of  diftreffed  royal- 
f}^,  and  to  aliov/  at  leaft  a  fecure  refidence  to  thofe,  who 
had  been  deprived  of  every  thing  elfe.  All  entreaties  were 
vain.  Schmettau  continued  firm  in  his  refolution.  He 
told  them  that  their  fafety  depended  on  themfelves,  and  on 
M.  Daun  ;  that  if  he  made  no  attempts,  the  fuburbs  fhould 
be  ftill  fecure ;  but  that  if  he  took  any  farther  fteps,  the 
neceffity  of  his  mafter's  fervice,  and  his  own  honour,  would 
compel  him  to  a6t  very  difagreeable  to  the  lenity  of  his  dif- 
pofition.  The  maglftrates  retired  in  defpair.  Combuftibles 
were  laid  in  all  the  houfes. 

At  three  a  clock  next  morning,  the  fignal  for  Nov.  10. 
firing  the  fuburbs  was  given,  and  in  a  moment 
a  place  fo  lately  the  feat  of  eafe  and  luxury,  flourifhing  in 
traffick,  in  pleafures  and  ingenious  arts,  was  all  in  flames. 
A  calamity  fo  dreadful  needs  no  high  colouring.  However, 
as  little  m.ifchief  attended  fuch  a  combuftion,  as  the  Nature 
of  the  thing  could  admit.  Very  few  loft  their  lives;  but 
many  their  whole  fubftance.  When  this  v/as  done,  the 
Prufiian  troops  abandoned  the  flaming  fuburbs,  and  retired 
in  good  order  into  the  city. 

M.  Daun  faw  this  fire,  which,  whilft  it  laid  wafte  the 
capital  of  his  ally,  made  it  more  difficult  for  him  to  force 
it,  he  fent  in  fome  emptv  threats  to  the  Governor.  But 
the  Saxon  minlfter  at  Ratifbon,  made  grievous  complaints 
to  the  Diet,  of  what  he  reprefented  as  the  moft  unparalleled 
act  of  wanton  and  unprovoked  cruelty,  that  had  ever  been 
committed.  The  emxifTaries  of  the  court  of  Vienna  fpread 
the  fame  complaints ;  and  they  mad©  no  fcrupie  to  invent, 
and  to  alter  fafl:s  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  move  the  greateft 
pity  towards  the  fufFe'rers,  and  the  greateft  indignation 
againft  the  King  of  Pruffia.     All  thefe,  hov/ever,  v/ere- in 
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a  fhort  time  abundantly  confuted,  by  the  authcntick  certi- 
ficates of  the  magiftrates  of  Drefden,  and  of  thofe  olRcers 
of  tne  court,  who  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  tranf- 
a£lion.  By  thefe  certificates  it  appears,  that  only  250 
houfes  were  confumcd.  Though  this  was  a  terrible  cala- 
mity; it  was  nothing  to  the  accounts  given  in  the  gazettes  of 
the  Auftrian  faction.  By  thefe  certificates  it  appears  alfo, 
that  the  people  v/ere  not  furprifed,  but  had  fulficient  notice 
of  the  Governor's  intentions,  to  enable  them  to  provide  for 
rheir  fafety.  In  a  word,  ail  the  charges  of  cruelty 
againft  the  Pruffian  commander,  and  foldiery  were  fully 
overthrown. 

This  fire  made  a  coup  de  main  impracticable  5  regular 
operations  demanded  time,  and  the  King  of  PrulTia  was 
now  in  full  march  towards  Saxony.  M.  Daun  retired  from 
before  the  place  on  the  17th.  The  King,  after  crolTmg 
Lufatia,  pailing  the  Elbe,  and  joyning  his  troops  under 
Count  Dohna  and  General  Wedel,  arrived  triumphantly  at 
Drefden  on  the  20th.  The  armies  of  M.  Daun  and  the 
Empire  gave  way  towards  Bohemia,  intb  which  kingdom, 
they  foon  after  finally  retreated,  without  enterprifing  any 
thing  further.  Six  lieges  were  raifed  r.lmoil  at  the  fame 
time  ;  that  of  Colberg,  carried  on  by  General  Palmbach, 
under  the  orders  of  Marfhal  Fermor ;  that  of  Neifs  by 
M.  de  Harfch;  that  of  Cofcl  j  that  of  Drefden  by  M. 
Daun  ;  tJie  blockade  of  7'ore;au  by  M.  Haddick ;  and  that 
of  Leipfick  by  the  Prince  of  Deux-Ponts. 

About  the  time  that  the  Auftrians  retired  into  winter 
quarters,  the  French  did  the  fame;  and  the  Hanoverians 
permitted  them  to  do  it  without  moleftation,  the  feafon  be- 
ing too  far  advanced,  and  their  army  perhaps  not  of  fuffi- 
cient  ftrength  for  ofFenfive  operations  ;  and  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand kept  the  field  no  longer.  The  Britifh  troops  had  no 
occafion  of  fignalizing their  bravery  this  year;  but  without. 
a  battle  the  nation  fuffered  a  confiderable  lofs,  and  was 
touched  with  a  very  deep  and  general  forrow.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  died  in  Munfter,  the  20th  of  Odober,  of 
a  fever,  contracted  by  the  fatigues  of  the  Campaign-.  Never 
did  the  nation  lofe  in  one  man,  a  temper  more  candid  and 
benevolent,  manners  more  amiable  and  open,  a  more  pri- 
mitive integrity,  a  more  exalted  gejierofity,  a  more  warm 
and  feeling  heart.  He  left  all  the  enjoyments,  which  an 
ample  fortujie  and  an  high  rank  co»ld  beftow  in  the  publick 
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eye;  and  which  every  milder  virtue,  every  dirpofition  to 
make  and  to  be  made  happy,  could  give  in  a  domeftic  life: 
he  left  thefe  for  the  fervice  of  his  country,  and  died  for 
its  defence,  as  he  had  lived  for  its  ornament  and  hap- 
pinefs. 

If  we  compare  the  events  of  this  year  with  thofe  of  the 
laft,  we  fhall  find  in  the  adtions  of  the  prefent  year,  perhaps 
fomething  lefs  of  that  allonifhing  eclat ;  fewer  battles ;  not 
fo  many  nor  fo  ftriking  revolutions  of  fortune;  but  we  may 
difcover  upon  all  fides  far  greater  management,  and  a  more 
iludied  and  refined  condu61: ;  more  artful  movements,  a  more 
judicious  choice  of  polls,  more  quick  and  vigorous  marches. 
If  in  the  laft  year,  the  King  of  Pruffia  was   the  hero  of  the 
imagination,  he  is  this  year  the  hero  of  the  judgment;  and 
we  have,  I  think,  reafon  to  admire  him  upon  jufter  princi- 
ples. Obliged  to  evacuate  Moravia,  he  throws  himfelf  into 
Bohemia,  and  executes  a  retreat  with    all  the  fpirit  of  an 
invafion.     He  marches  more  than  an  hundred  miles  through 
an  enemy's  country,  followed  and  harrafTed  by  large  armies, 
who  are  unable  to  obtain  any  advantage  over  him.     Gain- 
ing at  length  his  own  territories,  he  engages  the  vaft  army 
of  the  Ruffians  and  defeats  it.     He  is  unable  to  follow  his 
blow,  but   he   difables  them  from  ftriking  any  againft  that 
part  of  his  dominions,  which  he  is  obliged  to  leave.   Whilft 
he  is  engaged  with  the  Ruffians  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland, 
the  Auftrians  and  Im^perialilrs  enter  Saxony.     Before  they 
can  do  any  thing  decifive,  the  King  is  himfelf  fuddenly  in 
Saxony,    and  by  his  prefence,  at  once  difconcerts  all  their 
projects.     The  fcene    is  again  changed,  they  furprife  him 
in  his  camp  at  Hochkirchen,  two  of  his  Generals  are  killed, 
his  army  defeated,  his  camp  is  taken.     They  attack  Silefia 
with  a  formidable  army.     Notwithftanding  his  late  defeat ; 
notwithftanding  the  great  fuperiority  of  hio  enemies ;  not- 
withftanding the    advantage  of  their   pofts;  he  makes  an 
amazing  fvveep  about  all  their  forces,  eludes  their  vigilance, 
renders   their  pofitions  unprohtable  ;     and  marching  with 
an  aftonifhing' rapidity    into  the  remoteft    parts  of  Silefia, 
obliges  the  Auftrian  armies  to  retire  with  precipitation  out 
of  that  province.     Then  he  flies  to  the   relief  of  Saxony, 
v/hich  his  enemies  had  again  profited  of  his  abfence  to  in- 
vade ;     and   again   by  the   fame  rapid  and  well   conducted 
march,  he  obliges  them  to  abandon  their  prize.     Defeated 
by  the  Auftrians  he  acquired  by  his  conduct  all  the  advan- 
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tages  to  the  moft  compleat  vi6tory.  He  guarded  all  his  pof- 
feifions  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  enable  them  all  to  endure 
his  abfence  for  forne  fhort  time  5  and  he  conduced  his 
marches  with  fuch  fpirit,  as  did  not  make  it  neceflary  to 
them  to  hold  out  any  longer  ;  he  made  twice  the  circuit  of 
his  dominions,  and  in  their  turn  he  relieved  them  all. 

Nor  was  the  conduft  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfv/ick 
lefs  worthy  of  admiration.  Placed  at  the  Head  of  a  body 
of  troops,  who/ were  but  lately  obliged  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  he  found  the  enemy  in  pofTeflion  of  the  whole  open 
country,  and  of  all  the  ftrong  places  in  it.  Commencing 
the  campaign  in  the  midft  of  a  fevcre  winter,  without  any 
place  of  ftrength  in  his  hands,  he  drove  the  enemy  fromx  all 
thofe  they  held.  He  obliged  them  to  repafs  the  Rhine,  he 
followed  and  defeated  them  in  a  pitched  battle.  Being  af- 
terwards obliged  by  the  great  force  of  France  on  its  own 
frontier,  and  the  numerous  armies  they  had  in  different  pla- 
ces, to  repafs  the  Rhine;  he  defended  Lippe  againft  num- 
bers greatly  fuperior,  and  though  they  defeated  a  part  of  his 
army,  they  were  not  able  to  turn  their  vidory  to  the  leaft 
advantage.  Prince  Ferdinand's  cam.paign  may  well  pafs  for 
a  perfect  model  of  defenfive  operations, 

TheAuftrians,  in  taking  winter  quarters,  difpofed  their 
forces  fo  as  to  form  a  chain  of  an  amazing  length,  from  the 
frontiers  of  Moravia  pafling  through  Bohemia,  all  along 
the  ficirts  of  Silefia  and  the  borders  ox  Saxony,  There  the 
Imperial  army  joined  this  chain,  and  continued  it  through 
Thuringia  and  Franconia,  where  it  was  united  to  the  quar-r 
ters  of  the  Prince  de  Soubife.  Thefe  troops  had  fallen  back 
from  HefTe  Caflel,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  maintain 
their  ground  in  the  landgraviate.  The  Prince  de  Soubife's 
cantonments  extended  weffward  along  the  courfe  of  the 
Maine  and  Lahn,  to  meet  thofe  of  the  M.  de  Contades 
which  ftretchcd  to  the  Rhine,  and  continued  the  chain  be- 
yond it  quite  to  the  Maefe,  fo  as  to  command  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  Rhine,  and  both  fides  both  upwards  and  down- 
ward. Prince  Ferdinand  was  unable  to  extend  kimfelf  to 
fuch  alength;  and  efpecially  found  it  impradicable  to  efta-r 
blifli  quarters  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine;  but  he  dif- 
pofed his  troops  in  the  mod  advantageous  manner  In  the 
bifhoprics  of  Munfter,  Paderbcrn,  and  Hildclheim,  and 
in  the  landgraviate  of  Helle  Caffcl.  The  feveral  bodies 
inay  all  ujntc  with  eafc,  and  fupport  each  other.     To  pre- 
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.ferve  a  communication  between  this  and  the  Pruillan  army, 
as  well  as  to  break  fome  part  of  that  formidable  chain  of  the 
enemy,  the  King  fent  fome  bodies  of  his  troops  into  Thu- 
ringia,  who  difpoilelled  the  army  of  the  Empire  of  feveral 
of  their  pofts  there,  and  they  now  threaten  to  penetrate  ilill 
farther. 

The  King  of  Pruflia,  when  he  had  a  fecond  time  driven 
the  Auftrians  and  Impcrialifts  out  of  Saxony,  refolved  to 
keep  no  meafures  with  that  unhappy  country.  He  declared 
that  he  was  refolved  no  longer  to  confid'er  it  as  adepofit, 
but  as  a  country  which  he  had  twice  fubdued  by  his  arms. 
He  therefore  ordered  thofe  of  the  King  of  Poland's  privy 
council,  who  ilill  remained  at  Drefden,  to  retire  at  a  very 
fliort  warning.  But  if  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  a  right,  as 
perhaps  he  had  to  confider  Saxony  as  a  lawful  conqueftj 
he  certainly  feemed  not  to  confider  the  people  as  fubje6ts, 
when  he  continued  to  exact  the  moft  fevere  contributions  ; 
and  in  a  manner  too,  very  little  becoming  a  lav/ful  fovereign ; 
for  he  furrounded  the  exchange  with  foldiers,  and  confi- 
ning the  merchants  in  narrow  lodgings  on  ifraw  beds,  he 
obliged  them  by  extreme  fufFering,  to  draw  bills  on  their 
foreign  correfpondents  for  very  large  fums.  This  city  had 
been  quite  exhaufiied  by  former  payments,  and  had  not 
long  before  fufFered  military  execution.  An  enemy  that 
ad:ed  thus,  had  acted  feverely;  but  when  a  country  is  en- 
tirely polTelTed  by  any  power,  and  claimed  as  a  conqueft, 
the  rights  of  war  feem  to  ceafe ;  and  the  people  have  a  claim 
to  be  governed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  becomes  a  jufi:  Prince; 
efpecially  when  no  extreme  neceffity  in  his  aiFairs  compels 
him  to  thefe  rig^orous  courfes.  To  retaliate  on  thefe  ralfe- 
rable  people  fome  part  of  the  cruelties  committed  by  the 
Ruflians  on  his  dominions  feems  to  be  very  unreafonable, 
as  it  is  but  too  obvious,  that  the  barbarity  of  that  people 
could  not  be  reftrained,  hov/ever  it  might  be  exafperated 
by  the  total  derrru6lion  of  Saxony.  Such  retaliations  are 
odious  and  cruel.  V/e  heartily  v/ifh  we  could  praife  the 
King  of  Pruiiia  as  much  for  his  temporate  ufe  of  his  con- 
queit,  as  for  thofe  wonderful  and  heroic  qualities  by  which 
he  obtained  it.  We  might  be  confidered  as  partial  in  our 
account,  if  we  had  omitted  to  take  notice  of  what  is  aliedg- 
ed  againft  the  King  of  Pruiiia,  v/hen  we  have  fpoken  fo 
fully  of  the  outrages  committed  by  his  enemies.  It  is  now 
tar^e  to  turn  our  eyes  from  this  great   theatre  towards  lefier 
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events,  but  fuch  as  will  employ  us  altogether  as  agreeably  ; 
the  operations  of  the  Britilli  fieets  and  armies  in  Europe  and 
America  againft  the  i?  rench. 

C  H  A  P.     XRL 

The  burning  of  the  Jhlps  at  St.  Makes.  Taking  of  Cher^ 
burg.  Defeat  oj  Si.  Cas.  Gperaii''/.:  in  J?nertia.  Siege 
and  taking  of  Lcuifiourg.  Englijh  army  defeated  at  Ti^ 
conderoga.  They  take  Frcntenac.  The  frenuj  aba?idon 
Fort  du  ^cfne.     Condufion  of  the  annals  of  thi;  \ ear  i']^^^ 

TJS'  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  good  condition  of  our 
r-  navy  and  our  army  j  the  fpirit  and  popularity  of  the 
minijftry;  the  wife  choice  of  commanders,  in  contempt  of 
vulgar  and  trivial  maxims  5  the  prevalence  of  the  contrary 
to  all  thefe  amongft  the  enemy;  gave  us  the  beft  grounded 
hopes  of  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  campaign.  Concerning 
the  theatre  of  our  operations  there  was  fome  doubt.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  fome,  that  our  pufh  in  Europe  liiould 
be  made  on  the  fide  of  Germany;  and  that  we  ought  to 
flrengthen  the  army  of  Prince  Ferdinand  with  fuch  a  re- 
fpe6table  body  of  troops,  as  might  enable  that  finifned  com- 
mander to  exert  all  his  talents,  and  to  im.prove  to  the  utmofl 
the  advantages  he  had  already  obtained  over  the  French. 
They  imagined,  that  if  an  early  and  confidv-j  able  reinforce- 
ment were  fent  to  the  Prince,  whilft  the  French  urmy  was 
yet  in  a  diftrefled  condition,  and  if  in  this  condkion  that 
Should  receive  any  confiderable  blow,  they  would  fi:.d  it 
extremely  difficult  to  retrieve  it :  and  receiving  this  blow, 
on  the  frontier  of  their  own  territories,  the  Prince  might 
carry  the  war  into  France  itfelf ;  and  thus  very  probably 
bring  matters  to  a  fpcedy  decinon.  That  in  puifuing  this 
plan  a  diverfion  on  the  coafr  of  France  was  by  no  means 
excluded:  and  that  on  the  contrary  it  mufr,  on  this  plan, 
be  attended  v/ith  confequences  infinitely  more  important 
than  it  could  omerwife;  that  otherwife,  France  mJght 
laugh  at  the  little  defultory  efiorts  of  an  handful  of  men, 
who  were  to  be  embarked  and  dif-embarked  with  great  dif- 
ficulty and  hazard,  and  which  would  always  be  obliged  to 
fi^y  at  the  firll:  approach  of  an  enemy.  That  whilft  the 
French  had  only  an  army,  greatly  inferior  in  number  to  en- 
gage on  the  fide  of  Germany,  they  woujd  always  find  them- 
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felves  well  able  to  a6i  abroad,  and  defend  themfelves    at 
home. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  itrongly  urged,  that  we  ought 
to  make  the  deftradtion  of  the  French  marine  our  great 
■obje£^,  and  to  confider  all  continental  operations  only  in  a 
iecondary  light.  That  by  fending  a  large  body  of  Englifii 
troops  to  the  King's  army  on  the  Rhine,  we  muft  necefia- 
rily  weaken  our  efforts  in  America,  and  on  the  coaft  of 
France;  and  by  drawing  away  all  our  forces,  we  muftfliake 
that  internal  fecurity,  which  invigorated  all  our  operations 
abroad.  That  whilft  v/e  maintained  an  army  of  50,000 
foreigners  in  Germany,  it  would  be  the  greateft  imprudence 
to  fend  alfo  a  large  body  of  our  own  national  troops  into 
the  fame  country,  and  by  that  means  not  only  fquander 
away  our  men,  but  employ  almoft  every  penny  granted  for 
the  Land  fervice,  out  of  Great  Britain ;  a  method  which 
could  not  fail  of  exhaulling  us  in  a  very  fhort  time.  That 
the  force  already  in  Germany  was  fufficient  to  keep  the 
French  engaged,  and  that  the  propofed  expeditions  to 
France  would,  by  attacking  the  coaft,  now  in  one  part,  now 
in  another,  and  keeping  all  parts  in  continual  aianns,  necef- 
farijy  detain  a  very  confiderable  part  of  their  forces  at  home, 
and  thus  make  a  powerful  diverfion,  whilft  itwas  purfuing 
what  ought  to  be  the  grand  perpetual  objeci:  of  all  our 
operations,  the  dell:ru6lion  of  the  French  maritime  power. 

The  latter  opinion  prevailed;  but  it  v/as  hov/ever  fo  far 
modified  by  the  arguments  on  the  other  fide,  that  after 
ibme  time  a  few  regiments  were  fent  into  Germany,  as  we 
have  before  related.  Thefe  and  better  reafons,  no  doubt, 
determined  the  operations  on  the  coaft  of  France  ;  but 
whilft  the  neceiTary  preparations  were  making,  their  defti- 
nation  was  kept  an  inviolable  fecret;  and  now,  as  they  had 
the  year  before,  infpired  France  with  no  little  terror.  Two 
fquadrons,  by  the  latter  end  of  May,  were  in  rcadinefs  for 
failing.  The  greater  under  Lord  Anfon,  the  fm.alicr  under  , 
Commodore  Howe,  which  was  fo  defigned  to  convoy  tiifi 
tranfports,  and  to  favour  the  landing  and  re-imbarkment. 
The  land  forces  confifted  of  fixteen  battalions,  and  nine 
troops  of  light  horfe :  they  were  commanded  by  the  late  Duke 
of  Marlborough.  They  failed  from  Portfmouth  : 
but  as  foon  as  the  fleet  fet  fail,  the  fquadron  of  June  I. 
my  Lord  A.nfon  feparated  from  the  reft,  and  bore" 
off  to  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  in  order  to  fpread  the  alarm  more 
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v/idely,  and  to  obierve  the  French  fquadron  in  Breft.  The 
other  part  of  the  fleet,  which  was  commanded  by  Commo- 
dore Howe,  with  the  tfanfports,  arrived  without  any  acci- 
dent in  Cancaile  Bay,  at  a  frnali  dillance  from  the  City  of 
St.  Maloes.      Here  the  troops  landed  without  op- 

5th.  pofition,  and  having  fortihed  a  poft  near  Cancaile 
(a  poll:  by  nature  well  fitted  for  defence)  for  the 
fccurity  of  their  retreat,  they  marched  in  two  columns  to 
St.  Maloes.  When  the  army  arrived  there  it  was  foon  vi- 
fible,  that  the  town,  flrongly  fituated  on  a  peninfula,  com- 
municating with  the  main  land  only  by  a  long  and  narrow 
caufeway,  was  by  no  means  a  proper  object  of  a  coup  de 
main\  and  though  for  want  of  outworks,  it  v/as  ill  qualified 
to  fuflain  a  regular  fiegej  yet  our  forces  were,  for  want 
of  itrength  and  artillery  fuificient,  altogether  as  ill  qualified 
for  fuch  an  operation.  They  v/ere  therefore  contented  with 
fetting  fire  to  about  an  hundred  fail   of  ihipping 

8th.  many  of  them  privateers,  which  lay  under  the 
cannon  of  the  town,  and  to  feveral  magazines 
nlled  with  naval  fiiores.  The  damage  was  very  confider- 
able  ;  yet,  what  is  to  be  remarked,  the  enemy  did  not  fire  a 
fingle  ihot  on  the  detachment  employed  in  this  fervice. 
Having  nothing  more  to  do  on  this  fide,  they  retired  to 
Cancaile ;  and  reimbarked  with  as  little  oppofition 

1 2th.     as  they  met  with  at  landing;  the  land  and  fea  com- 
m.andcrs  having   made  all  the  difpofitions    with 
great  judgment. 

Before  the  fleet  returned,  they  reconnoitred  the  town  of 
Granville  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy ;  but  finding  that  a 
large  body  of  troops  were  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood, 
they  made  no  attempt  there.  From  thence  they  moved  to- 
wards Cherbourg,  and  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for 
landing  near  that  place;  but  a  hard  gale  blowing  into  the 
fliore,  and  the  tranfports  beginning  to  fiiU  foul  on  each 
other,  it  became  extremely  hazardous  to  attempt  landino-. 
Bcfides,  the  provifion  was  near  exhaufi:ed,  and  the  foldiers 
by  being  fo  long  cooped  up  in  the  tranfports,  were  grown 
fickiy.  It  became  highly  necefiary  to  return  home,  and 
they  arrived  at  St.  Helen's  on  the  29th  of  June. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  by  which  the  French  fuf-r 
fered  largely,  with  fcarce  any  lofs  on  our  fide,  though  it 
fufficiently  anfwcred  the  intention  of  the  armament,  fell 
fomevvhat  fl^ort    of  the  expectatiojis    of  the  public,  who 
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had  formed  much,  greater  hopes,  than  it  was  pofTible  for 
the  nature  of  fuch  enterprifes  to  fulfxl.  However,  their 
hopes  were  again  revived;  by  feeing  that  every  thing  was 
prepared  for  another  expedition,  and  that  our  armies  and 
fleets  were  to  be  kept  in  conftant  action  during  the  fummer* 
The  time  was  now  come  when  we  were  to  turn  the  tables 
upon  France,  and  to  retaliate  by  real  attacks,  the  terrors 
which  had  been  raifed  by  her  menaces  of  an  invafion.  The 
Duke  of  Marlborough  had  now  taken  the  command  of  the 
Englifh  forces  in  Germany;  and  General  Bligh  fucceeded 
him  in  this  command.  Prince  Edward  refolved  to  go  upon 
the  expe<lition,  and  to  form  himfelf  for  the  fervice  of  his 
country  under  fo  brave  and  able  a  commander  as  Howe. 
It  is  eafy  to  imagine,  hov/  much  the  fpirit,  the  prefence 
and  example  of  the  gallant  young  Prince,  who  went  with 
the  utnioil  chearfulnefs  through  all  the  detail  of  a  midfhip- 
man's  duty,  infpired  both   the  feamen   and  the  troops. 

On  the  hrft  of  Augufi,  the  fieet  fet  fail  from  St.  Helen's. 
In  a  fevv^  days  they  came  to  anchor  before  Cherbourg.  The 
French  had  drav/n  a  line  ftrengthened  by  forts,  along  the 
mofc  propable  places  for  landing.  They  had  dravvn  dov/n 
three  regiments  of  regular  troops,  and  a  confiderable  body 
of  militia  to  the  fhore,  and  had  in  all  appearance  threatened 
a  very  refolute  oppofition  to  the  defcent  of  the  Englifli 
forces.  But  the  Commodore  difpofed  the  men  of  v/ar  and 
bomb  ketches  fo  judiciouily,  and  made  fo  fharp  a  fire  upon 
the  enemy,  that  they  never  ventured  out  of  their 
entrenchments;  fo  that  the  landing  was  efFecled  Aug.  6. 
in  excellent  order,  and  with  very  little  lofs.  The 
French  who  made  To  poor  an  oppoiition  to  the  landing,  had 
ftill  many  advantages  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  v/nich 
they  occupied;  but  they  neglecxed  them  all;  and  abandon- 
ing by  a  moft  niamefui  defpair  their  forts  and  lines  on  the 
coaf}:,  they  fufFered  the  Englifn  to  enter  Cherbourg  the 
day  after  the  landing,  without  throwing  the  leaft  obilacic 
in  their  way.  It  mult  be  rememxbered  too,  that  the  whole 
jiumber  of  the  Engliih  forces  on  this  expedition  v/as  rather 
ihort  of  6000  m.en. 

Cherbourg  is  on  the  Iraid  fide  an  open  town ;  neither  is 
it  very  llrongly  defended  tov/ards  the  fea.  The  harbour  is 
naturally  bad.  But  the  place  is  well  fituated,  in  the  midft 
of  the  channel,  for  proteding  the  French,  and  annoying 
\\\c  Englirn  commerce  in  time  of  war    and  perhaps  for  fa- 
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cilitating  an  invafion  on  England  itfelf.  Monfieur  Belidor 
the  famous  engineer,  had  demonftratcd  its  importance,  and 
propofed  a  plan  for  the  improvement  and  defence  of  the 
harbour,  as  v^dl  as  for  the  fortifications  of  the  town.  This 
plan  was  approved  and  partly  put  in  execution  by  the  build- 
ing of  a  mole,  digging  a  bafon  and  making  fiuices  and  flood 
gates  with  excellent  m.aterials  and  a  valt  expence.  The 
work  had  been  for  a  confiderable  vime  difcontinued ;  but 
in  this  expedition,  that  work  of  fo  great  ingenuity,  charge, 
and  labour,  was  totally  dcftroyed.  Whillt  our  humanity 
regrets  the  unhappy  neceiiity  of  war,  we  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  the  Englifn  nation  was  freed  by  the  fuccefs  of  this 
expedition,  from  what  might  one  day  be  caufe  of  no  trivial 
alarms. 

When  this  Vv^ork  of  deflrudion  was  over,  all  the  vefTels 
in  the  harbour  burned,  and  hollages  taken  for  the  contribu- 
tions  levied  on  the  town,  the  forces  leimbarked, 

1 6th.  with  great  fpeed  and  fafety  without  any  interrup- 
tion from  the  enemy,  and  with  the  fame  expedi- 
tion, care  and  condu6f,  as  they  had  been  firfl  landed  ;  the 
arm.y  having  continued  ten  days  unmolefted  in  France. 

The  Nation  exulted  greatly  in  this  advantage,  efpecially 
as  it  aimed  accompanied  the  news  of  our  glorious  fuccefles 
in  America.  Nothing  was  omitted  to  give  the  action  its 
utmoft  eclat ;  the  brafs  cannon  and  mortars  taken  at  Cher- 
bourg, were  drawn  from  Kenfington  to  the  tower,  quite 
through  the  city,  in  great  pomp  and  order,  adorn- 
Sept.  1 6.  ed  v/ith  flream.ers,  attended  by  guards,  drums, 
miufic,  and  whatever  elfe  might  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  vulgar.  They  v/ho  cenfured  this  proceflion  as 
too  ollentatious,  did  not  ccnfider,  hov/  forcibly  things  of 
this  nature  fhike  upon  ordinary  minds,  and  how  greatly 
they  contribute  to  keep  the  people  in  good  humour  to  fup- 
port  the  many  charges  and  lofles  that  are  incident  to  the 
mod  fuccefsful  war. 

The  fleet  when  it  left  Cherbourg,  was  driven  to  the 
coaft  of  England;  but  the  troops  were  not  difembarked  ; 
it  was  rcfolvcd,  that  the  coaft  of  France  fhould  have  no 
refpite ;  and  accordingly  they  failed  towards  St.  Maloes, 
and  landed  in  the  bay  of  St.  Lunar  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  town  of  St,  Maloes.  This  choice  of  a  pLce  for  land- 
ing, mull  nccclllirily  have  furprifcd  all  thofe  v/ho  remem- 
bered upon  what  reafons  the  attempt  againft  that  place  had 

been 
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been  fo  recently  laid  afide.  There  was  no  other  object  of 
fufficient  confideration  near  it.  The  town  was  at  leaft  in 
as  good  a  pofture  of  defence  as  it  had  been  then  ;  and  the 
force  which  was  to  attack  it  had  fince  then  been  confider- 
ably  leiTened.  There  is  undoubtedly  fomething  very  unac- 
countable  as  well  in  the  choice  as  in  the  whole  conduct  of 
this  affair.  Theperfons  in  the  principal  commands,  fhifted 
the  blame  from  one  to  another.  There  is  nothing  more 
remote  from  our  defign,  than  to  fet  up  forjudges  in  mat- 
ters of  this  nature  ;  or  ungeneroufly  to  lean  on  any  oiHcer, 
who,  meaning  well  to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  by  fome 
misfortune  or  millake  fails  in  fuch  hazardous  and  intricate 
enterprifes.  We  (hall  be  fatisfied  with  relating  the  fa6ls  as 
they  happened. 

As  foon  as  the  troops  were  landed  in  the  bay  of  St. 
Lunar,  it  became  evident  that  the  defi2;n  a^ainfl  St.  Maloes 
was  utterly  impracticable.  Other  projects  were  then  pro- 
pofed,  but  they  all  feemed  equally  liable  to  objection.  WhilS: 
they  debased  concerning  a  plan  for  their  operations,  the 
fleet  was  in  the  greateft  danger.  The  bay  of  St.  Lunar  is 
extremely  rocky  ;  and  the  experience  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  together  with  what  he  faw  him.felf,  convinced  the 
Commodore  that  it  was  impolnble  to  remain  any  longer 
in  this  road  with  tolerable  fifety.  Therefore  he  moved 
up  to  the  bay  of  St.  Cas,  about  three  leagues  to  the 
weftward. 

The  fleet  was  feparated  from  the  land  forces ;  but  it 
was  ftill  eafy  to  preferve  a  communication  between  them ; 
and  as  no  attack  was  yet  apprehended,  thev  made  no  fcruple 
to  penetrate  farther  into  the  country.  In  two  days  they 
arrived  at  the  village  of  Matignon,  having  had  feveral  fkir- 
mifhes  with  fmall  bodies  of  the  enemy,  who  from  time  to 
time  appeared  on  their  flanks,  and  who  alv/ays  difappeared 
when  they  were  brifkly  encountered.  By  this  time  the 
Duke  d'Aiguillon,  Governor  of  Eritanny,  was  advanced 
within  fix  miles  of  the  Englilh  army,  v/ith  a  body  of 
twelve  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons  of  regular  troops,  and 
two  regiments  of  militia.  This  determined  the  council  of 
war  to  retreat ;  they  wanted  but  three  miles  to  the  bay 
of  St.  Cas.  But  in  this  little  march  a  confiderable  time 
was  confumed,  and  the  French  army  was  clofe  upon  them 
before  they  could  be  compleatly  reimbarked.  A  very  fteep 
hill  formed  a  fort  of  amphitheatre  about  the  bay  of  St. 
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Cas,  where  the  embarkation  was  making  ;  but  before  the 
laft  divifion,  which  confifted  of  all  the  grenadiers  of  the 
army,  and  the  firft  regiment  of  the  guards,  could  get  off, 
the  French  had  marched  down  this  hill,  through  an  hol- 
low way,  and  formed  themfclves  in  a  long  line  againft 
the  few  Englifh  troops  that  remained.  There  remained 
in  this  exigency  only  the  expedient  of  afTuming  a  bold 
countenance,  and  attacking  them  with  vigour.  The  bra- 
very of  our  troops  on  this  defperate  occafion,  was  wor- 
thy of  a  better  fortune.  The  fhips  and  frigates  feconded 
their  eiForts,  and  made  a  fevere  fire  upon  the  enem.y.  All 
was  to  no  purpofe  j  their  ammunition  v/as  at  laft  fpent ; 
the  enemies  numbers  prevailed  ;  our  little  body  attempted 
to  retreat,  but  they  fell  into  confufion,  they  broke,  an' 
horrible  flaughter  followed,  many  ran  into  the  water  and 
met  their  fate  in  that  element.  The  {here  v^^as  covered 
with  dead  bodies.  General  Drury"  was  drov/ned.  Sir  John 
Armitage,  a  young  volunteer  of  great  fortune  and  hopes, 
was  ftiot  through  the  head.  Several  officers,  men  of  large' 
fortune  and  confideration  fell.  At  length  the  firing  of  the 
frigates  ceafed,  and  the  French  immediately  gave  quarter. 
About  400  were  made  prifoners,  600  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

In  the  midft  of  this  carnage,  in  the  midft  of  a  fire  that 
ilaggered  the  braveft  feamen  who  managed  the  boats,  Com^- 
modore  Howe  exhibited  a  noble  exam.ple  of  intrepidity  and 
fortitude,  by  ordering  himfelf  to  be  rowed  in  his  own  boat 
through  the  thickeft  of  the  fire,  to  encourage  all  that  were 
eno-ac;ed  In  that  fervice,  and  to  bring  oft  as  many  men  as 
his  veflel  could  carry. 

This  affair  difpirited  the  people  of  England,  and  elated 
the  people  of  France  far  more  than  an  affair  of  fo  little 
confequence  ought  to  have  done.  It  was  In  faft  no  more 
than  the  cutting  off  a  rear  guard.  There  is  often  more 
bloodfhed  in  fliirmifhes  in  Germany,  which  make  no  figure 
in  the  Gazettes.  And  certainly,  if  our  expeditions  to  the 
coaft  of  France  were  planned  with  any  judgment,  on  our 
part  we  had  rather  reafon  to  congratulate  ourfelves  that 
we  were  able  to  land  three  times  on  that  coafl,  with  fo  in- 
confiderable  a  lofs.  The  French  indeed  had  reafon  to  mag- 
nifv  this  lofs ;  and  they  did  greatly  magnify  it  in  order  to 
confole  their  people,  who  had  fecn  their  trade  fuffer  fo 
much,  and  their  country  fo  long  infultcd  with  impunity. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  our  fucceflcs  were  on  the  coaft  of  France,  they 
did  not  affecl  us  in  the  fame  manner  with  thofe  which  we 
had  in  America.  From  this  part  of  the  v/orld  we  had  long 
been  ftrangers  to  anything,  but  delays,  misfortunes,  difap- 
pointments,  and  difgraces.  But  the  fpirit  which  had  been 
roufed  at  home,  diffufed  itfelf  into  all  parts  of  the  world 
v/here  we  had  any  concern,  and  invigorated  all  our  opera- 
tions. 

Admiral  Bofcawen  with  a  powerful  fleet  of  men  of  war 
and  feveral  tranfports  failed  for  Halifax  from  England.  Feb. 
the  19th.  He  had  the  chief  comm.and  in  the  expedition 
againft  Louifbourg,  and  in  particular  the  direction  of  the 
naval  operations.  General  Amherft,  from  whofe  character 
great  things  were  expelled,  and  who  juftined  thefe  expec- 
tations, was  to  com.mand  the  land  forces.  Thefe  amounted 
to  about  14C00  men,  including  fom.e  light  troops,  fitted  for 
the  peculiar  fervice  of  the  country.  The  whole  fleet  con- 
fifting  of  151  fhips,  fet  fail  from  the  harbour  of  Halifax. 
On  the  fccond  of  June  they  appeared  before  Louifbourg, 
They  were  fix  days  on  the  ccaft  before  a  landing  was  found 
pra6ticable  ;  fuch  a  prodigious  furf  fwelled  all  along  the 
fhore,  that  no  boat  could  pofiibly  live  near  it.  The  French 
not  trufling  to  this  obftacle,  had  drawn  intrenchments  in 
every  part  v/here  it  might  be  poflible  to  land,  fupported 
them  with  batteries  in  convenient  places,  and  lined  them 
with  numerous  infantry.  At  length  the  furf 
though  violent  at  befl:,  was  obferved  to  be  fome-  June  8. 
what  abated,  and  the  Admiral  and  General  did 
not  lofe  a  moment  to  avail  themfelves  of  this  opportunity 
of  landing ;  they  made  all  their  difpofitions  for  it  v/ith  the 
higheft  judgment.  They  ordered  the  frigates  towards  the 
enemies  right  and  left,  to  rake  them  on  their  flanks.  Then 
the  troops  v/ere  difpofed  for  landing  in  three  divilTons. 
That  on  the  left  was  commanded  by  General  Wolfe,  and 
>vas  defiined  to  the  real  attack.  The  divifions  in  the  cen- 
tre to  the  right,  were  only  defigned  for  feigned  attacks,  to 
draw  the  enemies  attention  to  all  parts,  and  to  diftract  their 
defence. 

When  the  fire  of  the  frigates  continued  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.  General  Wolfe's  divifion  moved  towards  the 
land  ;  the  enemy  referved  their  fhot  until  the  boats  were 
near  in  fhore,  and  then  directed  the  whole  fire  of  their 
cannon  and  mufquetry  upon  them.     The  furf  aided  their 

fire. 
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fire.  Many  of  the  boats  overfet,  many  were  broken  to 
pieces,  the  men  jumped  into  the  water,  fome  were  killed, 
Ibme  drowned  ;  the  reft  fupported  and  encouraged  in  all 
difficulties,  by  the  example,  fpirit,  and  conduct  of  their 
truly  gallant  commander,  gained  the  fhore^  took  poft,  fell 
upon  the  enemy  with  fuch  order  and  refolution,  that  rhey 
foon  obliged  them  to  fly  in  confufion.  As  foon  as  this  poft 
was  made  good,  the  centre  moved  tov/ards  the  left,  and  the 
right  followed  the  centre,  fo  that  the  landing  was  com- 
pleated,  though  not  without  much  time  and  trouble,  in  an 
excellent  order,  and  with  little  lofs. 

The  operations  of  a  fiege  are  too  minute  and  interefting 
to  make  a  detail  of  them  agreeable  to  readers,  who  are  not 
converfant  in  the  art  military.  The  operations  againft 
Louifbourg  for  feveraldays  went  on  very  llowly,  owing  en- 
tirely to  the  prodigious  furf  and  the  rough  weather,  which 
made  it  extremely  difficult  to  land  the  artillery,  ftores,  and 
inftruments  to  be  employed  in  the  fiege  ;  however,  the  ex- 
cellent conduct  of  the  Generals  Amherft  and  Wolfe,  by* 
degrees  overcame  all  the  difficulties  of  the  weather,  which 
was  extremely  unfavourable,  the  ground  which  was  rugged 
in  fome  places  and  boggy  in  others,  and  the  refiftance  of 
the  garrlfon  which  was  confiderable.  The  French  had  five 
men  of  war  of  the  line  in  the  harbour,  who  could  bring  all 
their  8;uns  to  bear  upon  the  approaches  of  the  Engllfti  troops. 
The  firft  thing  done  was  to  fecure  a  point  called  the  light- 
houfe  battery,  from  whence  they  might  play  upon  thefe 
vefTelss  and  on  the  batteries  on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour. 
General  Wolfe  performed  this  fervicewlth  his  ufual  vigour 

and  celerity,  and  took  pofTeffion  of  this  and  all 
June  12.  the  other  pofts  In  that  quarter.   His  fire  from  this 

poft  on  the  25th  filenced  the  ifland  battery,  which 
was  that  moft  immediately  oppofed  to  his  ;  but  the  (hips 
illll  continued  to  bear  upon  him  until  the  21ft  of  the  follow- 
ing month,  when  one  of  them  blew  up,  and  communicating 
the  fire  to  two  others,  they  alfo  were  in  a  fliort  time  c^n- 
fumed  to  the  water  edge.  This  was  a  lofs  not  to  be  repair- 
ed ;  the  approaches  drew  near  the  covered  way,  and  things- 
were  In  a  G;ood  condition  for  making  a  lodgment  in  it ;  the 
enemies  fire  was  confiderably  flackened  ;  the  town  was 
confumed  to  the  ground  in  many  places,  and  the  Vv^orkshad 
fufFcred  much  infill.  Yet  the  enemy  ftlll  delaying  to  fur- 
render,  gave  occafion  to  add  one  brave  adion  to  tlie  others, 

which 
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which  had  been  difplayed  during  the  courfe  of  this  fiege. 
The  Admiral  who  had  all  along  done  every  thing  poffible  to 
fecond  the  efforts  of  the  land  forces,  notwithftanding  the 
feverity  of  the  weather,  refolved  on  a  ftroke,  which  by  be- 
ing decifive  of  the  pofTeflion  of  the  harbour,  might  make 
the  reduction  of  the  town  a  matter  of  little  difficulty.  He 
refolved  to  fend  in  a  detachment  of  600  feamen  in  boats,  to 
take  or  burn  the  two  fhips  of  the  line  which  remained,  and 
if  he  fhould  fucceed  in  this,  he  propofed  the  next  day  to 
fend  in  fome  of  his  own  great  fhips,  v/ho  might  batter  the 
town  on  the  fide  of  the  harbour.  This  was  not  more  wifely 
planned  by  the  Admiral,  than  gallantly  and  fuccefsfully  eX' 
ecuted  by  Captain  Laforey.  In  fpite  of  the  fire 
from  the  fhips  and  the  batteries,  he  made  himfelf  July  25, 
mafler  of  both  thefe  fhips;  one  he  towed  oiF,  the 
other,  as  fhe  ran  aground,  was  fet  on  fire. 

This  flroke,   in  fupport  of  the  fpirited   advances  of  the 
land  forces,  was   conclufive.     The  town  furren- 
dered  the  next  day.     The  garrifon  were  prifoners  July  26. 
of  war,    and   amounted   with  the  irregulars  and 
ieamen  to  5637. 

The  taking  of  Louifbourg  [a)  was   an  event  the  moft 

H  defired 


(a)  Major  General  Amherfl  Journal  of  the  fiege  of  Louiibourg. 

On  the  28th  QiMay,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  Admiral 
^^izw^«  with  the  fleet  and  the  troops  coming  out  of  the  har- 
bour oi Halifax.  Lieut.  Gen.  Brag£%  regiment,  from  the  bay 
Qi  Fundy,  joined  the  fleet  this  day. 

The  29th  we  had  fine  weather;  the  (hips  kept  well  together; 
the  whole  confiiled  of  157  fail.  The  X>a^//«  went  very  fickly 
into  Halifax. 

The  30th  the  wind  blew  hard  in  the  afternoon ;  the  Ihips  were 
greatly  difperfed. 

The  3  ill  the  wind  fometimes  contrary,  obliged  us  to  tack,  and 
it  blew  frefh. 

The  ift  of  June  Capt.  Rous  in  the  Sutherland  cz.mQ  from  off 
the  harbour  oi  Louifiourg,  faid,  two  {hips  had  got  in  the  30th; 
that  there  were  1 3  fail  in  the  harbour.  We  faw  the  entrance  of 
Gabarus  at  night. 

The  2d  it  was  foggy  in  the  morning ;  about  twelve  faw  Louif- 
hourg  and  the  fhips  in  the  harbour.  The  fleet,  with  about  a  third 
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ilefired  by  all  our  colonies ;  that  harbour  had  always  been 
a  receptacle  convenient  to  the  enemies  privateers,  v/ho  in- 
fefted  the  Engiiili  trade  in  North  America.     It  was  the  mofi: 

effectual 


©F  the  troops,  anchored  in  Gaharus  bay;  and  this  eveninpr,  with 
Brigadiers  Generals  Laivrence  and  Wolfe,  I  reconnoitred  the 
ihore  as  near  as  we  could,  and  made  a  difpofition  for  landing  in 
three  places  the  next  morning,  in  cafe  the  troops  arrived. 

The  enemy  had  a  chain  of  pofts  from.  Cape  Noir  to  the  flat 
point,  and  irregulars  fiom  thence  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay  ;  fome 
works  thrown  up  at  the  places  which  appeared  practicable  to 
land  at,  and  fome  batteries. 

On  the  3d  mou  of  the  tr-mfports  cam.e  in  this  morning,  all  well 
prepared  for  landing; ;  bui:  the  furf  on  fhore  was  fo  great,  it  was 
irppoifible  to  land.  This  day  Brigadier  General  Whitmor?,  arrived 
from  Halifax^  at  which  place  I  have  left  Col.  Mo-nckton  to  com? 
mand.  As  one  Bay  was  found  to  have  lefs  furf  than  the  others, 
a  diipofition  was  made  to  land  the  next  morning  in  one  place  in- 
Head  of  three. 

The  4th  the  wind  and  furf  v;ere  fo  very  high,  K^vsn.xdXB^fca'win 
4old  me  it  was  impradicable  to  land. 

The  5th  a  great  fwell  and  fog  in  the  morning,  and  the  Admi- 
ral declared  it  ftill  impradicable  to  land. 

The  6th  an  appearance  of  change  of  weather,  in. the  morning 
early  :  1  was  refolved  to  feize  the  iirfl-  opportunity  ;  the  fignal 
was  made  to  prepare  to  land  between  live  and  fix  o'cjO(;k,  and  at 
eight  all  the  men  were  in  the  boats  :  The  fog  came  on  again,  ^nd 
the  fwell  encrcafed  during  the  time  the  men  were  getting  into 
the  boats,  and  the  Admiral  again  declared  itimpradicable  to  land. 
I  ordered  the  troops  on  board  their  refpedive  ihips,  firfl  acquaint- 
ir^gr  them  with  the  reafon  for  {q  doing. 

The  7th  the  weather  bad  in  the  morning,  in  the  afternoon  the 
Ifvvcll  rather  decreared,and  gave  us  great  hopes  of  landing  at  day- 
break the  next  morning,  for  which  orders  were  given  :  and 
Bragg\  regiment,  who  were  in  a  number  of  floops,  to  fail  under 
convoy,  by  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  to  Lcrcmhec  ;  fending  at 
the  fame  time  a  proportion  of  artillery  defined  for  the  light 
houfe  Point,  with  orders  to  make  all  the  Ihow  they  could  of  land- 
ing, but  not  to  land  till  fur:her  orders,  intending  to  draw  the 
enemy's  attention  on  that  fide. 

From  the  2d  to  this  time,  the  enemy  have  been  reinforcing 
their  polts,  adding  to  their  works,  cannonading  and  throwing 
fiiells  at  the  (hips,  and  making  all  the  preparations  they  can  to 
oppofe  our  landing.     Seven   tranfports   were  now  milling  with 
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effectual  blow  which  France  had  received  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  v/ar.  By  the  taking  of  Louifcourg-,  fhe 
loft  the  only  place  fi-om  whence  fhe  could  carry  on  the  coi 
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troops  on  board,  three  of  which  came  in  at  night.  The  Admiral 
gave  all  necenary  orders  for  the  fcigztes  to  cover  our  landing. 

On  the  Sth  the  troops  were  afTembled  in  the  boats  before  break 
of  day,  in  three  divifions;  and  Commodcre  i)^;v// having  viewed 
the  coad  by  order  of  the  Admiral,  and  given  mz  his  opinion  the 
troops  might  land,  without  danger  from  the  furf,  in  the  bay  on 
our  left,  the  Kemiington  and  Halifax  f.ovv  began  the  iire  on  the 
left,  follovved  by  the  Grammont,  Diana  and  Shannon  frigates  in 
the  centre,  and  the  Suther  'and and  Squirrel  upon  the  right.  When 
the  iire  had  ccntinusd  aboutaquarter  of  an  hour,  the  boats  upon 
the  left  rowed  into  the  fhor?,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
General  B^oife,  whofe  detachment  was  compofed  of  the  four  eldell 
companies  of  grenadiers,  follovved  by  the  light  infantry,  (a  corps 
of  540  men,  chofen  as  markfmen  from  the  different  regiments, 
ferve  as  irregulars,  and  are  commanded  by  Major  Scott,  who  was 
Major  of  the  Brigade)  and  the  companies  of  rangers,  fupp  orted  by 
th.Q  Highland  regiment,  and  thofe  by  the  eight  remaining  compa- 
nies of  grenadiers. 

The  divifion  on  the  right,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier 
Gen.  Whit?nore,  confiiledof  thei^cj,-^/,  LafceUes,  Moncktcn,  Fcrbes^ 
4nJlruther-^vA  Webb,  and  rowed  to  our  right  by  the  white  Point, 
as  if  intending  to  force  a  landing  there. 

The  centre  divifion,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Za-xur?«r^,  was  formed  q{' JmherJ^'s,  Hopfon's^OtcujafSy  Whitmort^y 
Lawrence  ^y  and  IVharburton^y  and  made,  at  the  fame  time,  a 
fliow  of  landing  at  the  frefn  water  Cove.  This  drew  the  enemy's 
attention  to  t^^xy  part,  aod  prevented  their  troops,  pofted  along 
the  coail,  from  joining  thofj  on  their  right. 

The  enemy  adled  very  wifely,  did  not  throw  away  a  ihot,  till 
the  boats  were  near  in  fliore,  and  then  directed  the  whole  fire  of 
their  cannon  and  mufketry  upon  them.  The  uirf  was  fo  great, 
that  a  place  could  hardiy  be  found  to  get  a  boat  on  fnore.  Not- 
withftanding  the  fue  of  the  enemy,  and  the  violence  of  the  furf. 
Brigadier  Wolfe  parlued  his  point,  and  landed  juft  at  their  left  of 
the  Co^jcy  tcr-k  poii,  attacked  the  enemy,  and  forced  them  to 
retreat.  Many  boats  overfet,  feveral  brolce  to  pieces,  and  all 
the  men  jumped  into  the  water  to  get  on  fricrc. 

So  ibori  as  the  left  divifion  was  landed,  the  Hrft  detachment  of 
the  centre  rowed  at  a  proper  time  to  Uii^Xth,  and  followed  ;  then 
the  remainder  of  the  centre  divifion,  as  fafi:  as  the  boats  could 
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filhery;  and  the  only  place  fhe  had  In  a  convenient  fituation 
for  the  reinforcements  that  were  fent  to  fupport  the  war  in 
the  other  parts  of  America  3  and  with  Louifbourg  fell  the 

ifland 


fetch  them  from  the  fhips ;  and  the  right  divifion  followed  the 
centre  in  like  manner. 

It  took  up  a  great  deal  of  time  to  land  the  troops  ;  the  enemy's 
retreat,  or  rather  flight,  was  through  the  rougheil  and  worfl: 
ground  I  ever  faw;  and  the  purfuit  ended  with  a  cannonading 
from  the  town,  which  was  fo  far  of  ufe,  that  it  pointed  out  how 
near  I  could  encamp  to  invelt  it:  On  which  the  regiments 
inarched  to  their  ground,  and  lay  on  their  arms.  The  wind  en- 
creafed,  and  we  could  not  get  sny  thing  on  fhore. 

The  lofs  of  his  Majcfty's  troops  at  landing  is,  Capt.  Baillie  and 
Lieut.  Cuthberty  of  the  Highland  rcgimQT.ti  Lieut.  Nichol/on  of 
mine,  4  ferjeants,  i  corporal,  and  38  men  killed,  21  were  of 
my  regiment,  (the  grenadiers)  of  which  8  were  fhot,  and  the 
reft  drowned  in  trying  to  get  on  fhore. 

Five  lieutenants,  2i"erjeants,  i  corporal,  and  5 1  men  wounded; 
and  of  the  five  companies  of  rangers,  i  enfign  and  3  private 
killed,   I  wounded,  and  i  miiHng. 

On  the  enemy's  fide,  2  captains  of  grenadiers,  and  2  lieutenants, 
are  prifoners;  i  officer  killed,  and  an  Indian  chief:  Several  men 
like  wife  killed;  and,  1  imagine,  about  70  men  taken  prifoners: 
They  were  fent  on  board  as  fall  as  pofiible.  By  feme  of  the  pri- 
foners I  had  intelh'gence,  that  M.  St.  Julien,  Colonel,  command- 
ed in  the  Co-ve:  That  there  were  5  battalions  in  the  town,  name- 
ly, Bourgegney  jirtois.  Royal  Marine^  Cambifsy  and  Volontaires 
Etr angers y  with  about  700  Canadians.  The  three  firfl  regiments 
■wintered  in  LouiJhourg\  Volontaires  Etrangers  came  there  not 
long  fmce  with  part  of  the  fleet,  and  Cambi/e  the  night  before 
we  landed. 

We  took  from  the  enemy  three  24  pounders,  feven  9  pounders, 
and  feven  6  pounders,  two  mortars  and  fourteen  fwivels  ;  all 
which  were  placed  along  the  fhore,  to  prevent  our  landing;  with 
ammunition  tools,  and  ftores  of  all  kinds. 

The  9th.  Lieut.  Gen.  ^r^z^^'s  regiment  returned  in  their  floops 
from  Loremhec.  The  weather  continued  extremely  bad  ;  the 
furf  fo  great,  that  we  could  get  only  fome  of  our  tents  on  fhore 
in  rhe  afternoon. 

The  loth  the  furf  ilill  continued,  and  it  was  with  great  difii* 
culty  that  we  got  any  thing  on  fhore. 

The  11th  the  weather  grew  clear  and  better,  and  the  light  6 
pounders,  which  i  had  ordered  on  fhore  immediately  after  the 
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ifland  of  St.  John's,  and  whatever  other  inferior  ftations 
they  had  for  carrying  on  the  iifhery  towards  Gafpefie  and 
the  bay  de  Chaleurs,  which  our  fhips  foon  after  this  event 
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troops   were  now  only   landed,  and  fome  artillery  ftores  with 
them. 

On  the  1 2th,  from  intelligence  I  had  received,  that  the  enemy 
had  deftroyed  the  grand  battery,  and  called  in  their  out-pofts,  I 
detached  Brigadier  IVolfe  with  1200  men,  /{.companies  of  grena- 
diers, 3  companies  of  rangers,  and  fome  light  infantry  round  the 
N.  E.  harbour  to  the  Light  Houje  Pointy  with  an  intention  to 
filence  the  IJland  battery,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  attempt  to 
deftroy  the  fliips  in  the  Harbour;  fending,  at  the  fame  time  by 
fea,  the  proportion  of  artillery,  tools,  &c.  that  had  been  ordered 
for  this  fervice. 

I  received,  this  day,  a  report  from  Brigadier  IVolfe,  that  he  had 
taken  pofTeffion  of  the  Light  Houfe  Pointy  and  all  tnepofts  on  thac 
fide  the  harbour,  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned,  leaving  fe- 
veral  cannon,  which  were  rendered  ufelefs,  tools,  &c.  and  a  great 
quantity  of  fiih  at  Lorembec,  The  weather  continued  extremely 
bad;  but  we  got  fome  tools  on  Ihore  this  night,  fo  that,  on  the 
13th.  we  began  to  make  a  communication  from  the  right  to  the 
left  in  front  of  the  camp  ;  and  I  ordered  three  redoubts  on  the 
moll  advantageous  ground  in  the  front.  A  party  of  the  enemy 
came  out  this  day  towards  our  camp,  but  were  foon  beat  back  by 
the  light  Infantry,  before  two  picquets  could  well  get  up  to  their 
aflirtance.     We  worked  at  three  redoubts  in  front  all  night. 

The  14th  the  enemy  cannonaded  us  a  great  part  of  the  day. 
The  furf  Hill  continued  fo  great,  that  it  was  with  the  greateft 
difficulty  we  could  land  any  thing.  The  fleet,  under  tne  com- 
mand of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  which  appeared  yefterday  for  the 
firft  time,  was  in  the  night  blown  off  to  Tea. 

The  15th  I  fent  four  more  mortars  in  a  fioop  to  tlie  Light 
Houfe,  but  we  could  not  2,^1  any  artiliery  landed  on  this  IhorCo 
At  night  two  AQ{ev\.QTs\vom  \\\q  Folontares  Etranrers  C2i\x\Q  lai 
faid  they  had  5  killed  and  40  wounded  in  the  (kirmifti  on  the  1 3th. 

The  1 6th,  the  firll:  fine  weather,  we  landed  12  days  provifion, 
and  got  many  things  on  fhore,   but  could  not  knd  any  aitil'eryc 

The  17th  I  CTOt  Colonel  Baftide  on  horfeback,    and,  with  Co!, 
Williamfon    and    Major    M'Kellar,    we  reconnoitred    the  -.-vnole 
ground  as  far  as  we  could;   and  Colonel  Baftide  wa^  det  r-   "  -" 
in  his  opinion  of  making  approaches  by  the  Green  Hill    >. 
^ning  the  deflru(^ion  of  the  fnips   in  the  harbour,  to  \    - 
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entirely  deftroyed.  It  is  incredibie  hov/  much  this  fuccefa 
in  America,  joined  to  the  fpirit  of  our  other  meafures,  ope- 
rated to  raife  our  military  reputation  in  Europe,  and  to  fmk 
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Hou/e'Toint,  and  the  batteries  on  that  fidg.     I  added  two  8  inch- 
ihoftars  and  three  royals  to  t^^z  Light  H.iij'e  batteries. 

The  iStii  we  had  fine  vveath.er.  S.ome  Indians  took  three  of 
the  tranfports  men  at  the  hoxx^moiGaharus  bay  who  landed  there 
contrary  to  orders.  The  road  for  the  artillery  vvas  puihed  on  as 
faft  as  po3ible.  We  got  three  23  pounders  on  iliore,  though  the 
fuif  was  great  the  beginning  of  the  day. 

The  inth  the  batteries  on  the  Light  Hoafe  were  intended  to 
haye  been  opened  this  nighty  but  could  not  be  gor  reaay  io  loon. 
I^^Eckci  a  French  frigate  of  32  guns,  was  brought  in  to-day  ;  had 
got  out  of  the  harbour  the  13th  at  nighr,  and  was  bound  to 
^ehec  :  By  her  we  have  intelligeqcf ,  that.  iheJiizane  got  out  the 
day  we  landed,  and  the  Ccmetie  fjnce  our  arrival  off  the  harbour. - 

The  20th  the  If^ and  Battery  anq  fhips  ured  at  the  batteries  oa. 
the  fhore,  who  began  their  iire  this  bit  night.  The  enemy 
burnt  an  old  fhip  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour. 

The  2 ill.  very  bad  weather,  and  the  fu.rf  high.  The  enemy 
difcovered  us  making  the  lOad  for  the  artillery,  and  cannonaded 
us;  threw  fome  {hot  into  the  left  of  the  camp,  hut  did  not 
oblige  me  to  decamp  any  part.  An  advanced  redoubt  towarda 
Cresn  Hill  was  thrown  up  this  night. 

The  22d  the  bad  weather  coniinued  ;  we  were  employed  ou 
the  road,  and  getting  up  2.  Blcck  Hoa/c  on  the  left  by  i\it.  Mi  ray: 
road,  to  fecure  the  communication  to  the  N,  E.  hirbour  and 
LigJ.-t  Hoicfe,  and  to  liinder  any  parties,  from  going,  iqto  the  town. 

The  23d  the  Admiral  affured  me  there  were  above  a  hundred 
boats  loit  in  landing  the  troops  and  provifions.  This  day  hne 
weather;  and  v/e  now  have  on  fliore  t^^elve  24,  pounders,  and 
fix  12  pounders.  The  enemy  fired  a  great  deal  from  their 
ihipping  and  IJJand  Battery^  and  threw  iome  faot  into  the  left 
of  the  ca.mp.  Colonel  Mi[lpr<veyi  and  molt  of  his  carpenters, 
taken  ilfof  the  fmall-pox,  which  is  a  very  great  Icfs  to  the  army. 
Gabions  and  f^ifcines  are  landed,  and  canned  forward  as  fall  as 
pofiible,  to  make  an  epauleoient  to  Gieen  H:ll.  The  batteries  at 
i^t  Light  Houfe  fire  with  fucceis  againll  the  JJland  Baticryy  and 
I  hope  will  foon  filence  it. 

On  the  24th  the  enemy  fired  on  the  Light  Houfe  Batfrries  from 
the  town  and  Ihipping,  and  on  our  advanced  redovbt,  which  was. 
finifhed,  they  fired  from  the  tovvn.  Colonel  Bujjidz  remained 
fixed   in  his  opinion  of  advancing   by  Grczn  Hid.      We  had  this 

day 
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that  of  France,  and  confeGuently  hov/ much  it   InPiuenced^ 
our  moPi  effentrial  interefls  and  thofe  of  our  allies. 

The  plan  of  our  operations  in  America  wefe,  however, 
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day  in  the  park  cf  artillery  thirteen  24  pounders,  and  feven  12 
pounders. 

The  25th  the  cannonading  continued  night  and  dsy  :  In  the 
evening  the  IJlayid Battery  was  filenced  ;  their  own  fire  had  helped 
to  break  down  part  of  their  works :  Fafcines  and  gabions  were 
forwarded  to  Green  Hill  as  faft  as  pomble.  All  the  men  employed 
at  work,  and  making  the 'necefiary  communications.  The  enemy 
fired  a  good  deal  at  our  advanced  redoubt. 

The  26th  a  fmall  alarm  on  the  left  of  a  party  that  nnd  advanc- 
ed from  the  town  ;  ■  had  g>ot  up  to  the  Block  Honfe,  which  was 
not  quite  finilhed.  They  had  with  them  a  barrel  of  pi:ch  to  fet 
it  on  fire :  The  guard  on  it  was  not  fufficient  to  oppof^  a  large 
party  ;  but  a  detachment  was  fent  out  fo  quick,  that  they  were 
forced  to  retreat  without  efFe6ling  their  defign,  though  two  of 
the  men  had  been  in  the  Block  Hou/e,  and  they  were  drove  back 
into  the  town  vtvy  fad.  Three  hundred  pioneers  ordered  to 
Green  Hill.  Admiral  Bofca^jjen  landed  200  marines,  and  took 
the  poft  at  Ke?iningto:-i  Cc--je,  which  is  a  great  eafe  to  the  army. 
I  defired  of  the  Admiral  four  32  pounders  and  two  24  pounders 
to  leave  at  the  Light  Houfe,  to  keep  the  IJland  Battery  in  ruin, 
that  with  a  proper  number  of  men  intrenched  there.  Brigadier 
Wolfe,  with  his  detachment,  might  be  able  to  come  round  the 
harbour,  bringing  his  artillery  with  him  ;  and  to  try  to  deilroy 
the  fhipping,  and  to  advance  towards  the  JVcJl  Gate. 

The  27th  one  brafs  24  pounder  was  lofc  in   12  fathom  water,, . 
by  flipping  off  the  r/3/^/;zflr^«'*,  as  fhey  were  coming   from   the 
fhip  to  land  it.     The  cannon  I  afked  of  the  x-\dmirai  were  landed 
this  night  at  the  Li^ht  Houfi. 

The  28th  a  great  many  popping  (hots  and  cannonading.  K% 
the  pofi  at  Green  Hill  was  covered,  we  began  the  road  over  the 
bog,  and  throwing  up  an  epaulement.  Colonel  ilf^'rx;^' and  his 
fon  botl.  died  this  day;  and  of  his  company  of  carpenters  of 
108  men,  all  but  16  in  the  fmall-pox,  who  are  nurfes  to  the 
fick.     This  is  particularly  unlucky  at  this  time. 

The  29th  cannonading  continued  ;  the  frigate  fxred  conftantly 
a.  the  epaulement;  we  purfued  working  at  the  road  which  coll:  a 
great  deal  of  labour :  At  night  the  enemy  funk  4  fnips  in  the 
harbour*s  mouth  ;  Apollo,  a  two  deck'd  one,  la  Fidelle  of  36 
gunS;,  la  Che'vre,  and  la  Biche,  of  16  guns  each,  and  they  cut 
■  '  t^f 

*  A  kind  of  raft  much  ufed  at  fea. 


104  *Ihe  History  of  the  War.  ^JS^* 

i>y  no  means  conHned  foleiy  to  this  obje6l5  important  as  it 
was..  Two  other  attempts  were  propoled  :  the  lirft  at- 
tempt was  with  a  great  force  to  drive  the  French  from  Ti- 

conderoga 


oiFmoft  of  their  mafts.  Remain  in  the  harbour  five  of  the  line 
of  battle,  and  a  frigate  of  56  guns. 

The  30th,  at  night,  feme  firing  ?it  Kenningtcn  Co've  :  The  ma-, 
rines  thought  they  faw  Indians  :  The  frigate  fired  all  night  at  the 
epaulemenr,  as  the  men  worked  in  the  night  time. 

The  ill  of  July,  the  enemy  creeped  out  in  the  morning  to  get 
feme  old  palifades  and  wood.  Brig.  Wolfe  and  Major  Scoit'2,  light 
infantry  pufhed  them  in  with  a  very  brilk  fire  ;  anc^the  Brigadier 
took  poll  on  the  hills,  from  whence  it  was  intended  to  try  to 
demolifli  the  Ihipping ;  we  marched  forward  on  the  right ;  forced 
the  enemy  back  to  Cape  Noir  with  a  fmart  fire. 

The  2d,  the  epaulement  and  road  went  on  heavily,  from  the 
extreme  badnefs  of  the  ground  :  The  enemy  continued  their 
cannonading,  and  threw  fome  fhells :  We  ikirmilhed  all  day  with 
parties  out  of  the  town. 

The  3d,  a  great  cannonading  from  the  town  and  (hipping  on 
tke  bat:eries.  Brig,  /^^c^t?  was  making  an  advanced  work  on  the 
right,  thrown  up  at  650  yards  from  the  covered  way,  with  an  in- 
tention of  eredling  a  battery  to  deftroy  the  defences  of  the  place, 
it  being  pretty  v/eil  on  the  capital  cf  the  Citadel  Bajiion'y  and 
the  falling  cf  the  ground  from  this  place,  towards  the  works, 
would  hinder  difcove.-ing  as  much  of  the  works,  as  would  be  nc- 
cefTary  to  do  them  any  coniiderable  damage.  In  the  even'ng  the 
fea  officers  thought  fome  of  the  fiiips  would  try  to  get  out  of  the 
harbour.  The  batteries  on  the  left  immediately  played  on  them, 
but  it  grew  fo  dark  they  could  not  continue. 

The  4th  a  great  fog;  when  there  v/ere  glares  of  light,  the 
cannonading  began  ;  500  men  kept  continually  making  fafcines. 

The  5th  very  bad  weather;  the  epaulement  was  hailened  on 
as  much  as  poiTible,  it  fwallowcd  up  an  immenfe  number  of  faf-^ 
cines,  cell  fome  men,  as  the  frigate  cannonaded  on  it  without 
ceafing. 

The  6th  a  floop  failed  out  of  the  harbour  with  a  flag  of  truce 
to  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  to  carry  fome  things  to  their  wounded  of- 
ficers and  prif^ncrs. 

The  many  difficulties  of  landing  every  thing  in  almoll  a  conti^ 
nual  furf,  the  making  of  roads,  draining  and  paffing  of  bogs, 
and  putting  ourfelves  under  cover,  render  our  approach  to  the 
place  much  longer  than  I  could  wifli. 

On  the  7th  we  had  very  fo^gy  weather;  cannonading  contf- 

nue4 
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conderoga  and  Crown  Point ;  in  which,  if  we  could  fuc- 
ceed,  the  enemy  would  lofe  thofe  ports  from  which  they 
were  in  the  beft  condition  to  molefl  our  colonies,  and  by 

lofing 


nued  all  day,  and  a  good  deal  of  popping  fhots  from  the  advancecJ 

polls. 

The  8th  I  intended  an  attack  on  fome  advanced  pods  at  Cape 
Noir^  but  it  did  nat  take  place.  Col.  Bajiide  got  a  coatufion  by 
a  musket  ball  on  his  boot,  which  laid  him  up  in  t^Q  gout. 

The  Qth,  in  the  night,  the  enemy  made  a  Sortie  where  Briga- 
dier Lu'vjrence  commanded  :  they  came  from  Cape  Ntir,  and 
though  drunk,  I  ani  afraid  rather  farprifed  a  company  of  grena- 
diers of  Forbs^Sy  commanded  by  Lord  Dundonald,  who  were 
polled  in  a  Fieecke  on  the  right.  Major  Murray,  who  command-* 
ed  three  companies  of  grenadiers  immediately  detached  one,  and 
drove  the  enemy  back  very  ealily.  IVhitmori^  and  Bragg^%  gre- 
nadiers behaved  v^ery  well  on  this  occalion.  Lord  Dundanald  Wci.% 
killed,  Lieut.  Te^jj  wounded  and  taken  prifoner,  Capt.  Bontein 
of  the  engineers  taken  prifoner:  i  corporal,  3  men  killed  ;  i 
ferjeant,  11  men  mifiing  ;  17  men  wounded  :  The  Sortie  was 
of  ii>/e  picquets,  fupported  by  600  men;  a  Cnptain,  Che^valisr 
de  Cho.wvelin  was  killed,  a  Lieutenant  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
f.ner  :  17  men  killed,  4.  wounded  and  brought  ofr  prifoners, 
befides  whac  wounded  they  carried  into  the  town,  one  of  which, 
a  Captain,  died  immediately.  The  enemy  fent  out  a  flag  of 
truce  to  bury  their  dead,  which  when  over,  the  cannonading^ 
began  again.  The  frigate  was  fo  hurt,  fhe  hauled  clofe  to  the 
town  ;   the  Ihips  fired  very  much  againft  Brig.  lVolfe'%  batteries. 

The  loch,  the  road  at  the  epaulement  went  on  a  little  better; 
the  enemy  fired  a  great  deal,  and  threw  many  (hells. 

The  nth,  a  waggoner  was  taken  off  by  [om^ Indians  between 
the  block-houfe  and  the  left  of  the'N.  E.  harbour. 

The  1  2th  it  rained  very  hard  all  night  ;  not  a  man  in  the  de- 
tachment could  have  a  dry  thread  on  ;  we  made  an  advanced 
work  to  Green  Hill;  at  night  the  waggoner  who  had  been  taken, 
luckily  made  his  efcape,  fald,  they  were  250  Canadians.  The 
Citadel  Bafiion  fired  very  fmartly. 

The  13th,  the  enemy  threw  a  great  many  ihells  ;  we  perfefl- 
ed  our  works  as  faft  as  we  could  ;  bad  rainy  weather  ;  the  ene- 
my was  at  work  at  Cape  Noir  to  hinder  us  taking  pofTeffion  near 
that  point,  which  is  of  no  confequence  ;  fome  deferters  came  in, 
faid  a  (loop  oi  Miray  got  in  three  days  ago. 

The  14th,  the  batteries  were  traced  out  laft  night,  with  an 
iptsntion  to  plate  twenty  24  pounders,  divided  in  four  different 

batteries. 


io6  ^'he  History  cf  tbt  War.  175^. 

lofing  them,  woulc4  lay  open  an  eafy  road  into  the  very 
heart  of  their  fettleraents  in  Canada.  The  fecond  attem|>t 
was  to  be  maae  with  a  conilderable,  though  an  inferior 

force. 


batteries,  to  deftroy  the  defences,  and  a  battery  of  7  mortars^ 
with  fome  12  pounders  to  ricochet*  the  works  and  the  town. 

The  15th,  the  cannonading  and  firing  continued  ;  the  enemy 
tried  to  throw  fome  (hells  into  c;mp,  fuppofed  to  be  intended 
againft  our  powder  magazine  :  At  ten  at  night  the  Light  Hottfs 
battery  fired  fome  rockets  as  a  fignal  of  (hips  failing  out  of  the 
harbour  f  ;  Sir  Charles  Hardy  afifwered  it  ;  the  frigate  got  out, 
and  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  fleet  got  under  fail  and  went  to  fea.  Be- 
fore day  break,  Capt.  Sutherland,  ported  at  the  end  of  the  N.E. 
harbour,  was  attacked,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  ; 
the  grenadiers  of  Bri^.  Wclfeh  corps  marched  tofaftain  him,  and 
all  the  light  infantry  ;  it  was  over  before  they  could  get  up,  and 
by  a  defv;rter  from  the  enemy,  they  were  only  100  men  come 
from  Miray,  where  they  left  Monf  de  Bojhiere,  who  had,  on  the 
other  fide  the  water,  300  men  with  boats  to  pafs.  Major  Scotty 
wirh  the  light  infantry,  purfued,  but  could  not  get  up  with 
them.     I  encamped  a  corps  forward, 

Ti"-^  i6th,  towards  night.  Brig.  ^<///^pu(hed  on  a  corps  and 
took  poiTcfiion  of  the  hills  in  the  front  of  the  Barrfcy,  where  we 
made  a  lodgm.ent  j  the  enemy  fired  xtry  brifiily  from  the  town 
and  (hipping. 

The  J  7th,  a  great  fire  continued  from  the  town  and  (hipping  ; 
we  refolved  to  extend  the  parallel  from  the  right  to  the  left.  The 
fie^'t  returned. 

The  1 8th,  all  lafl:  night  the  enemy  fired  musketry  from  the 
cove)  t  way,  and  tried  to  throw  fibells  into  the  camp. 

The  19th,  I  relieved  tiie  trenches  by  battalions,  the  14  batta- 
lions fcrm.ing  3  brigades  ;  a  fmart  fire  frcm  the  covert  way,  the 
batie»ies  on  the  left  fired  againft  the  baftion  Dauphine  with  great 

The  2ift,  one  of  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  that  had  fome  pow- 
<i?r  blown  up  in  her,  n:ade  a  gre.it  explofion,  and  fi,t  the  fliip  on 
fire,  which  fcon  caught  the  fails  of  two  more  ;  they  bun>ed  very 
fell,  and  we  kept  firing  on  them  the  whole  time,  to  try  to  hinder 
the  boats  and  people  from  the  town  to  get  to  their  afiiilance  ;  the 

Entreprennant  ;];, 

*  Ts  half  charging  a  gun,  by  which  the  bullet  skips  upon  the 
ground  like  ftcnes  when  skimm'd  upon  the  water. 
'    t  This  was  probably  the  (hip  which  brought  news  to  Fravce 
of  the  EngliJJj  landing,  and  efcaped  notwiihiUnding  the  vigilance 
of  fo  great  a  fle:;t,  X  Of  74  guns. 


175S.  ^hs  History  of  the  War.  -  >  107 
force,  from  Penfylvania  agalnft  Fort  du  Quefne  :  the  fuc-. 
cefs  of  thi?  attempt  would  eftabilfli  us  in  the  poffcilion  of 
the   Ohio,   {^Sse  the  map    of  America  at  the  laite-r  end)  and 

break 


Entreprennant,  Caprideux*,  and  Superb*,  were  the  three  burned 
Clips  ;  the  Prudent  and  Bienfaifant  remained. 

The  22d,  two  batteries  on  the  right  opened  with  thirteen  24 
pounders,  and  another  of  7  mortars,  and  fiied  with  great  fuccefs ; 
the  enemy  fired  very  well  from  the  town  for  fome  time,  and  threw 
their  ihelh  into  our  works.  Our  fneils  put  the  citadel  in  flames. 
J  ordered  Col.  WilUamfon  to  confine  his  fire  as  much  as  he  could 
to  the  defences  of  the  place,  that  we  might' not  deftroy  the  hou- 
fes.  .  A  Lt.  of  the  Roynl  Americans,  going  his  rounds  on  an  an- 
vancedpoll;  loll  his  way,  and  was  taken  prifoner  near  C/«/>^  AVr. 
A  batcery  was  begun  on  the  \th  for  fou.'-  24  pounders. 

254,  the  cohorns  were  ufed  at  nigbt,  and  x.\iz  French  mortars 
fent  to  throw  ilor.-^s  from  the  trenches.  The  enemy  fired  all 
(brts  of  old  iron,  and  any  ftuiTthey  could  pick  up.  Col.  Bajiide 
was  out  to  day  for  tke  firil  time  fince  he  received  the  conrufion. 
Our  batteries  fired  with  great  fuccefs.  Th's  night  the  Iheiis  fet 
iire  to  the  barra.:ks,  and  they  burnt  with  great  violence. 

Oh  the  24th,  the  fire  was  very  brisk  on  o^^r  fide,  and  the  ene- 
my's decreafed.  The  Admiral  gave  me  4C0  fearnen  to  help  to 
work  at  the  batteries,  &;c.  and  200  miners  added  to  a  corps  of 
joo  already  eftabliihed,  that  we  might  make  quick  work  of  it, 
and  they  were  immediately  employed.  The  4  gun  battery 
opened,  and  anoth"-of  5  erefdng.  One  of  the  men  of  war  in 
the.  harbour,  the  Bitnfaifant,  fired  at  our  trenches  at  high- water, 
and  the  C//^i?Wand  Bafiion  Daupbine  fired  againll  the  4  gun  bat- 
tery \  but  our  men  hung  fmail  arms  into  the  embrazures,  beat 
Oe  enemy  oft  their  guns. 

The  25 ch,  the  batteries  fired  with  great  fuccefs.  The  Admiral 
fputme  woid,  he  intended  to  fend  in  boats  with  600.  men,  to  take 
cr  dedroy  the  Prudent  and  the  Bienfaifant  in  th'j  harbour.  I  or- 
dered all  the  batteries  at  night  to  fire  into  th."  works  as  much  as 
poihble,  to  keep  the  enemy's  attention  to  the  land.  The  miners 
and  workmen  v/ent  on  very  well  with  their  approaches  to  the  co- 
vered v/ay,  thoiigh  they  had  a  continued  and  very  fmart  fire  from 
it,  and  grape  ihot,  and  al!  forts  of  old  iron  from  the  guns  of  the 
ramparts.  We  continued  our  fire  without  ceafiog,  and  a  Ricochet: 
The  boats  got  to  the  Qiips  at  one  in  the  morning,  and  took  them 
both  :  they  were  cbli,£,ed  to  burn  the  Prudent  as  ihe  was  aground  } 
and  they  towed  off  the  Bienfaifant  to  the  N.  E.  harbour. 

The 
*  Of  64  guns  each 
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break  off  the  connexion  between  Canada  and   Louifiana. 

Gen.  Abercrombie,  commander  in  chief  of  our  forces  in 
America,  conducted  the  lirft  of  thofe  expeditions.    He  cm- 
barked 


The  26th,  tiie  Admiral  came  on  fhore,  and  told  me  he  prcpo- 
fed  fending  6  fhips  into  the  harbour  the  next  day.  Juft  at  this 
time  I  received  a  letter  from  the  governor,  ofFering*  to  capitulate, 
and  the  articles  were  agreed  upon. 

Articles  of  copitulaticn  bstn.vee;t  their  excellencies  Adm.  Bofcawen 
and  Majcr  General  Amherit ;  and  his  excellency  the  Che^valier 
Drucojr,  gcvtrnor  of  the  ijlund  of  C2l^q  Breton,  o/'Louifbourg, 
the  ifland  cf  St.  John,  and  their  appurtenances, 

I.  The  garrifon  of  Louifbcurg  (hall  be  prifoners  of  war,  and 
fliall  be  carried   to   England  in  the  ftiips  of  his  Britannic  Ml- 

IL  AH  the  artillery,  ammunition,  provifions,  as  well  as  the 
arms  of  any  kind  whaifoever,  which  are  at  prefent  in  the  town  of 
Louisbourgi  the  iflands  of  Cape  Breton  and  St.  John.,  and  their  ap- 
purtenances, ihall  be  delivered  without  the  leaft  damage,  to  fuch 
compiiTaries  as  Ihall  be  appointed  to  receive  them,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  Britannick  Majefty. 

III.  The  governor  Ihall  give  his  orders  that  the  troops  which 
are  in  the  ifland  of  St.  John  and  its  appurtenances,  Ihall  go  on 
board  fuch  fhip  of  war,  as  the  Admiral  fhall  fend  to  receive 
them. 

IV.  The  gate,  called  Porte  Dauphine,  ftiall  be  given  up  to  the 
troops  of  his  Britannick  Majefly,  to-moirow  at  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  and  ths  garrifon,  inc\uding  all  thofe  that  carried 
arms,  drawn  up  at  noon,  on  the  Efplanade,  where  they  fhall  hy 
down  their  arms,  colours,  implements,  and  ornaments  of  war. 
And  the  garrifon  fhall  go  on  board,  in  order  to  be  carried  to 
England  in  a  convenient  time, 

V.  The  fame  care  fhall  be  taken  of  the  fick  and  wounded 
that  are  in  the  hofpitals,  as  of  thofe  belonging  to  his  Britannick 
Majefty. 

VT.  The  merchants  and  their  clerks,  that  have  not  carried 
armv  ihall  be  fent  to  France^  in  fuch  manner  as  the  Admiral 
fhall  think  proper. 

Louifhourghy  26th  July,  1758. 

(Signed)     Le  Chevalier  de  DRUCOUR. 

4 


War. 
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barked  upon  Lake  George  with  near  16,000  troops,  regu- 
lars and  provincials,  and  a  numerous  artillery  on  the  5th  of 
July  y  and  after  a  profperous  navigation,  arrived  the  next 

day 


^  Defcripticn   of  the  Tcivn  and  Harbour   of  LouifLourg;,  'vjlth 
References  pointing  out  the  approaches  cf  his  Majejiy^s  Forces. 


A.  The  Town  o^LouiJbourgh. 

B.  The  citadel 

C.  A.  lake,  where  the  fiihing- 

barks  winter. 

D.  Stages  for  drying  filh. 

E.  A.  battery  of  20  guns, eredl- 

ed  fmce  1748. 

F.  The  Dauphin  battery  of  30 

guns,  which  defends  the 
Weft  -  Gate,  being  that 
which  was  firft  delivered 
to  the  Englijh. 

G.  The    Ifland-battery  of  40 

guns,  filenced  the  24th  of 
June,  by  the  Light-houfe 
battery  at  I,  under  the  di- 
reftion  of  Major-General 
Wolfe. 

H.  A  fmall  battery  of  8  guns. 

I,  The  Light-houfe  battery  ta- 
ken by  Major  Gen.  Wolfe, 
June  12th,  from  whence 
the  Ihips  in  the  harbour 
were  deftroyed,  at  X. 

K.  A  battery  of  15  guns,  ufed 
for  the  deftrudlion  of  the 
Ihipping. 

L.  The  grand  battery  of  40 
guns  dellroyed  by  the 
French  the  12th,  when  all 
the  out  parties  were  or- 
dered into  the  works  of 
the  town. 

M.  A  battery  of  15  guns,  de- 
ftroyed  the  fame  time. 

N.  Houfes  inhabited  by  iifh- 
ermen. 


O.  A  lake. 

P.  Rivers,  from  whence  the  in- 
habitants have  their  frelh 
water. 

Q^  A  pond,  v/hich  defcn:s  part 
of  the  works,  anJ  makes 
this  part  very  difHcult  of 
accefs. 

R.  The  grand  beach. 

S.  Rocks  under  water. 

T.  The  Careening  place  de- 
fended from  all  winds. 

V.The  green  hill,  from  whence 
the  town  was  annoyed  by 
a  redoubt  caft  up  the  2tft 
of  fun:,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Col,  Baftide. 

W.  The  place  where  the  enemy 
funk  4  (hips  on  the  29th, 
'L'/x.  the  Apollo,  a  two- 
deck'd  ihip,  la  Fidelle  of 
36  guns,  le  Chenjre  and 
la  Biche,  of  16  guns  each. 

X.  The  ftation  of  the  French 
men  of  war  that  were  de- 
ftroyed  from  the  Light- 
houf:;  and  other  batteries, 
ereded  for  that  fervice. 

Y.  The  place  where  the  Prw 
dent  was  fet  on  fire,  by  the 
boats  from  the  fleet,  June 
25th. 

Z.  The  north  eaft  harbour,  to 
which  place  t}\QBienfafanf 
Ihip  of  war  was  towed  by 
the  boats  of  the  fleet  from 
Y. 

A  a.  Capt, 
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day  at  the  place  where  it  had  been  propofed  to  make  the 
landing.     They  landed  without  oppofition.     The  enemies 

The  Englifh  ar- 


advanced  guards  fied  at  their  appearance. 


my 


Aa.  Capt.6';^/Z'^r/fl«^'spofl  that 
was  actacked  before  Day^ 
on  the  15  th  oi  July,  who 
made  a  gallant  defence, 
and  cleared  himfelf  of  the 
enemy,  without  any  afiif- 
tance,  the  reinforcement 
coming  too  late. 

Bb.  Where  the  block-houfe  was 
ereded,  the  2 2d  of  7««<?, 
near  Miray  *  road,  to  fe- 
cure  the  communication 
to  the  North  Eail  harbour 
and  Light-houfe. 

C  C.  Cape  Noir  BaJ}ion,-w\itYe 
the  enemy  made  a  Tally  of 
their  picquets  the  9th  of 
July,  fupported  by  600 
chofen  men  ;  by  them  Ld. 
I>undonald  was  unfortu- 
nately furprifed.  He  was 
polled  on  the  right  of  the 


Green-hilly  with  a  com- 
mand of  Forbesh  grena- 
diers. On  this  occafion 
Bragg^s  and  Whitemore^% 
grenadiers  behaved  with 
uncommon  intrepidity, 
(they  were  detached  by 
M  Mor  Murray)  and  repal- 
{q^  i\it  FrevchywVo  in  this 
expedition  loft  ibme  able 
Officers,  with  many  fol^ 
diers.  It  was  after  this 
affair  the  enemy  fent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  bury  the  dead. 

*  Miray,  a  lake  feme  <vjay  ih 
lan^  from  Louifbourg  harbour y 
lying  betiveen  the  to'vjn^and  the 
hi orth-eaji  harbour  :  here  Monf. 
de  Boifoere  had  on  the  other  Jide 
of  that  lake  3  02  meiit  nxiilb  boats 
to  pafs  ever. 


ExtraB  cf  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Bofcawen,  to  the  Righ  Hon. 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated '^drnxxY,  GabreufeBay,  28//6  o/*  July, 
1758. 

IWill  not  trouble  you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the  landing 
and  fiege,  bat  cannot  help  mentioning  a  particular  gallant 
ailion  in  the  night  between  the  25  th  and  26th  inftant :  The  boats 
of  the  fquadron  were  in  two  divifions,  detached  under  the  coih- 
mand  of  Capr.  Laforey  and  Balfour,  to  endeavour  either  to  take 
or  burn  the  /*r«/rV;;^  of  74  guns,  and  Bieifaifant  of  64,  the  cnly 
remaining  French  (hips  in  the  haxbour  ;  in  which  they  fucceeded 
fo  well,  as  to  burn  the  former,  (he  being  aground,  and  take  the 
Jatter,  and  tow  her  into  the  N.  E.  harbour,  notwithftanding  they 
were  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon  and  mufquetry  of  the 
If  and  battery,  point  Rochefort,  and  the  To-zvn,  being  favoured 
'with  a  d'-irk  r.ii^ht.  Our  lof&  was  inccnfiderable,  7  men  killed, 
and  9  wounded. 

I  have 


APLAN  of  IheHAIVBOUR 

ISLAT^D  of  Cape  B] 


> 


^^  ^  I    ^ 
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Part  of  Gabarus  Buy 

fvhere  the  Troov^Zafided u^iJ^r 
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day  at  the  place  where  it  had  been  propofed  to  make  the 


landing.     They  landed  without  oppofition. 
advanced  guards  fied  at  their  appearance* 


The  enemies 


The  Englifh  ar- 
my 


A2k,  Czi^t.  Slither  land' ^^0^  that 
was  actacked  before  Day^ 
on  the  15th  o{  July,  who 
made  a  gallant  defence, 
and  cleared  himfelf  of  the 
enemy,  vvithout  any  aiTif- 
tance,  the  reinforcement 
coming  too  late. 

Bb.  Where  the  block-houfe  was 
ereded,  the  2 2d  of  Junsj 
near  Mi  ray  *  road,  to  fe- 
cure  the  communication 
to  the  North  Eaft  harbour 
and  Light-houfe. 

C  C.  Cape  Noir  Bajlion,  where 
the  enemy  made  a  Tally  of 
their  picquets  the  9th  of 
July-,  fupported  by  600 
chofen  men  ;  by  them  Ld. 
I>undonald  was  unfortu- 
nately farprifed.  He  was 
polled  on  the  right  of  the 


Green-hilly  with  a  com- 
mand of  Forbes*^  grena- 
diers. On  this  occafion 
Bragg'%  and  Whitemore\ 
grenadiers  behaved  with 
uncommon  intrepidity, 
(they  were  detached  by 
M  jor  Murray)  and  repal- 
fed  X^t  French, \v\^o  in  this 
expedition  loft  fbme  able 
Oi4icer5,  v/irh  m.any  fol- 
diers.  It  was  after  this 
affair  the  enemy  fent  a  flag 
of  truce  to  bury  the  dead 


*  Miray,  a  lake  feme  <vjay  in 
land  from  Louifbourg  harbour 
lying  betnveen  the  tcwn.  and  the 
l^ orth-e aft  harbour  :  here  Mcnf. 
de  Boifoere  had  on  the  other  fide 
cfthat  lake  302  men,  nxiitb  boats 
to  pafs  over. 


N 


Extras  cf  a  Letter  from  Admiral  Bofcawen,  to  the  Righ  Hon. 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  «3'«/^</ Namur,  GabreufeBay,  28 th  of  ]uly, 
1758. 

I  Will  not  trouble  you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the  landing 
and  fiege,  but  cannot  help  mentioning  a  particular  gallant 
ailion  in  the  night  between  the  25  th  and  26th  inflant :  The  boats 
of  the  fquadron  were  in  two  divifions,  detached  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capr.  Laforey  and  Ralfour,  to  endeavour  either  to  take 
or  burn  the  Prudent  o^  'j^  guns,  and  Bienfaifant  of  64.,  the  only 
remaining  French  (hips  in  the  haibour  ;  in  which  they  fucceeded 
fo  well,  as  to  burn  the  former,  (he  being  a- ground,  and  take  the 
jatter,  and  tow  her  into  the  N.  E.  harbour,  notwithftanding  they 
were  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  cannon  and  mufquetry  of  the 
If  and  battery,  point  Rochefcrt,  and  the  To-ivn^  being  favoured 
'with  a  d'^rk  night.  Our  lofs  was  inccnfiderable,  7  men  killed, 
and  9  wounded. 

I  have 


APLAN  oflheHAiyiOURandToM^N  of   LoUISBOURG  in  the 
ISLAlvrP   of    Cape  BKETOTnT  Drawn   on  the    Spot 


^mU^^^    \)i 


I  or* 


# 


iir!o>! 


r^      J-^ 


.1  v; 


A^' 
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my  proceeded  in  four  columns  to  Tieond^'oga.  As  the 
country  through  v/hich  their  march  lay  was  difHcult  and 
woody,  and  the  guides  \rhich  conducted  the  march  to  this 
unknown  country,  were  extremely  unflciiful,  the  troops 
were  bewildered,  the  columns  broke  and  fell  in  upon  one 
another.  Whilft  they  marched  on  in  this  alarming  difor- 
der,  the  advanced  guard  of  the  French,  who  had  lately  fled 
before  them,  was  bewildered  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  ia 
the  fame  diforderfell  in  with  our  forces.  A  fkirmifh  enfu- 
ed,  in  which  this  party  was  quickly  defeated  with  the  lof^> 
of  near  300  killed,  and  148  prifoners.  The  lofs  on  the 
Efigliili  fide  was  inconfiderable  in  numbers  ;  but  great  in 
confequence.  Lord  Howe  was  killed.  This  gallant  m^an, 
from  the  moment  he  landed  in  America,  had  wifely  con- 
formed and  made  his  regiment  conform  to  the  kind  of  kr- 
vice  which  the  country  required.  He  did  not  fuffer  any 
under  him  to  encumber  themfelves  with  fuperfluous  bag- 
gage ;  he  himfelf  fet  the  example,  and  fared  like  a  common 
foldier.  The  f-ril  to  encounter  danger,  to  endure  hunger, 
to  fupport  fatigue  ;  rigid  in  his  difcipline,  but  eafy  in  his. 
manners,  his  officers  and  foldiers  readily  obeyed  the  com- 
mander, becaufe  they  loved  the  man  5  and  nov/  at  the 
moment  when  fuch  abilities,  and  fuch  an  exam^ple  were 
the  moll  v/anted,  was  fatally  \o%  a  life  Vv^hich  was  long 
enough  for  his  honour  but  not  for  his  country.  It  adds  in- 
deed to  the  glory  of  fuch  a  death,  and  to  the  confoiation 
of  his  country,  that  we  flill  poffefs  the  heir  cf  his  titles, 
hi-s  fortunes  and  his  virtues,  v/hilft  we  tremble  to  fee  the 
fame  virtues  exponng  themfelves  to  the  fame  dangers.* 

Excepting 


I  have  given  the  command  of  the  Bienfai/ant  to  Capt,  Balfour, 
and  the  Echo,  a  frigate,   to  Capt.  Laforsy  ;  Mr.  AJjisck  and  Pvlr. ' 
Bickertouy  Lieuts.  who  boarded  the  Bisrifaifant ,  fucceeded  thofe 
gentlemen  in  the  uEina  firefliip  and  Hunter  floop. 

I  have  only  farther  to  affure  his  Majefly,  that   all  his  troops 
and -officers,  both  fea  and  land,  have  fupported  the  fatigue  of  ^ 
this  fiege,  with  great  firmnefsand  alacrity. 

*  Soon  after  the  news  of  Lord  Ho^vu^^s  death  arrived,  the  fol- 
lowing advertifement  appeared  in  the  public  papers  ;  an  app]ic:i- 
tion  worthy  of  a  Roman  matron,  in  the  virtuous  times  of  the  re- 
public. 
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Excepting  this  lofs,  the  army  had  hitherto  proceeded 
fuccefsfully.  In  a  little  time  they  appeared  before  Ticon- 
deroga.  This  is  a  very  important  poft,  and  as 
July  8«  ilrongly  fecured.  The  fort  is  fituated  on  a  tongue 
of  land  betv/een  Lake  George  and  a  narrow  gut, 
which  communicates  with  the  Lake  Champlain.  On  three 
fides  it  is  furrounded  with  water  -,  and  for  a  good  part  of 
the  fourth  it  has  a  dangerous  morafs  in  front ;  where  that 
failed,  the  French  had  made  a  very  ftrong  line  upwards  of 
eight  feet  high,  defended  by  cannon,  and  fecured  by  4  or 
5000  men.  A  great  fall  of  trees  with  their  branches  out- 
ward, was  fpread  before  the  entrenchment  for  about  an 
hundred  yards. 

The  General  caufed  the  ground  to  be  reconnoitred ;  and 
the  engineer  made  fo  favourable  a  report  of  the  weaknefs  of 
the  entrenchment,  that  it  appeared  practicable  to  force  it 
by  mufquetry  alone.  A  fatal  refolution  was  taken,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  report,  not  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  artil- 
lery, which  on  account  of  the  badnefs  of  the  ground,  could 
not  be  eafily  brought  up,  but  to  attack  the  enemy  without 
lofs  of  time.  They  were  confirmed  in  this  precipitate  re- 
folution, by  a  rumour  that  a  body  of  30CO  men  were  on 
their  march  to  join  the  French  at  Ticonderoga,  and  very 
Ihortly  expected  to  arrive. 

When  the  attack  began,  the  difficulty  of  the  ground,  and 

tho 


public,  and  which  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs,  where  the  leafl  fpark 
of  virtue  exilled. 

*  To   the  Gentlemen,    Clergy,    Freeholders,  and  BurgeJJfesy  of  the 

*  'ToHMn  and  County  of  the  'I  oivn  of  Nottingham, 

*  As  Lord  Hoive   is  now  abfent  upon  the  public  fervice,  and 

*  Lieut.  Col.  Honve  is  with  his  regiment  at  Louijhourg,  itrefts  up- 

*  on  me  to  beg  the  favour  of  your  votes  and  inteiell,  that  Lieut. 

*  Col.  Honjue  may  fupply  the  place   of  his  late  brother,  as  you» 

*  reprefentative  in  parliament. 

*  Permit  me  therefore  to  implore  the  protedion  of  every  one 

*  of  you,  as  the  mother  of  him,  whofe  life  has  been  loft  in  th« 

*  fervice  of  his  country. 

Albemarle  Street,  Se^U  CHARLOTTE  HOWE. 

14,  1758. 
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the  ftrength  of  the  enemies  lines  which  had  been  Co  little 
forefeen,  was  but  too  feverely  felt.  Although  the  troops 
behaved  with  the  utmoft  fpirit  and  gallantry,  they  fuffered 
fo  terribly  in  their  approaches,  and  made  fo  little  imprefllon 
on  the  entrenchment,  that  the  General  feeing  their  reitera- 
ted and  obftinate  efforts  fail  of  fuccefs,  being  upwards  of 
four  hours  expofed  to  a  moft  terrible  fire,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  order  a  retreat,  to  fave  the  remains  of  the  army. 
Near  2000  of  our  men  were  killed,  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
foners;  the  number  of  the  taken  being  very  inconfiderable. 
This  precipitate  attack,  was  followed  by  a  retreat  as  preci- 
pitate; infomuch  that  our  army  gained  their  for- 
mer camp  to  the  fouthward  of  Lake  George,  the  July.  g» 
evening  after  the  action,     (b) 

To 


flfj    General   Abercrombie'i   Account    of  his  Expedition  againfi 
Ticondercga. 

Ca?np  at  Lake  George ^  July  12,    1758. 

TK  E  embarkation  of  the  artillery,  ftores  and  provifions  being 
compleated  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  inftant ;  next  morn- 
ing at  break  of  day  the  tents  were  ftruck,  and  all  the  troops^ 
amounting  to  6367  regulars,  officers,  light  infantry,  and  rangers 
included,  and  9024  provincials,  including  officers  and  batteaii 
men,  embarked  in  about  900  batteaux,  and  135  whale  boats,  the 
artillery  10  cover  our  landing,  being  mounted  on  rafts. 

At  five  in  the  evening,  reached  Sabbath  Day  Points  (25  miles 
down  the  Lake)  where  we  halted  till  ten,  then  got  under  way 
again,  and  proceeded  to  the  landing  place  (a  cove  leading  to  the 
French  advanced  guard)  which  we  reached  early  next  morning 
the  6th. 

Upon  our  arrival,  fent  out  a  reconnoitring  party  ;  and  having 
met  with  no  oppofition,  landed  the  troops,  formed  them  in  four 
columns,  regulars  in  the  centre,  and  provincials  on  the  flanks, 
and  marched  toward  the  enemy's  advanced  guard,  compofed  of 
one  battalion,  pofted  on  a  logged  camp,  which,  upon  our  ap- 
proach they  deferted,  firft  fetting  fire  to  their  tents,  and  dellroy- 
ing  every  thing  they  could ^  but  as  their  retreat  was  very  precipi- 
tate, they  left  feveral  things  behind,  which  they  had  not  time 
either  to  burn  or  carry  oiF.  In  this  camp  we  likewife  found  one 
|>rifoner  and  a  dead  man. 

The  army  in  the  foregoing  order  continued  their  march  through 
CL  the 
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To  repair  the  misfortune  of  this  bloody  defeat,  General 
Abercrombie  detached  Col.  Bradftreet  with  about  300c 
provincials  againft   Fort   Frontenac.     The  Colonel  with 


the  wood  on  the  wefl-fide,  with  a  defign  to  inveft  Ticovderoga, 
but  the  wood  being  very  thick,  impallable  with  any  regularity  to 
fuch  a  body  of  men,  and  the  guides  unikilful,  the  troops  were  be- 
wildered, and  the  columns  broke,  falling  in  one  upon  another. 

Lord  Ho^e,  at  the  head  of  the  right  centre  column,  fupported 
by  the  light  infantry,  being  a^vanced,  fell  in  with  a  French  party, 
fuppofed  to  confift  of  about  400  regulars,  and  a  few  Indians ^  who 
had  likewife  loft  themfelves  in  the  retreat  from  the  avivanced 
guard;  of  thefe  our  flankers  killed  a  great  many,  and  tbok  148 
prifoners,  among  whom  were  five  officers  and  three  cadets. 

But  this  fmall  fuccefs  coft  us  very  dear,  not  as  to  the  lofs,  of 
numbers,  for  we  had  only  two  officers  killed,  but  as  to  confe- 
quence,  his  lordfliip  being  the  firll  man  that  itW  in  this  fkirmiih  j 
and  as  he  was,  very  defervedly,  univerfally  beloved  and  refpefted 
throughout  the  whole  army,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  grief  and 
confternation  his  untimely  fall  occafioned;  for  my  part,  I  cannot 
help  owning  that  I  felt  it  moft  heavily,  and  lament  him  as  fm- 
cerely. 

The  7th,  the  troops  being  greatly  fatigued,  by  having  been 
©ne  whole  night  on  the  water,  the  following  day  conftantly  on 
foot,  and  the  next  day  under  arms,  added  to  their  being  in  want 
€)f  provilion,  having  dropped  what  they  had  brought  with  them, 
in  order  to  lighten  themfelves,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  return 
to  the  landing  place,  which  we  accordingly  did  about  eight  that 
morning. 

About  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  fent  off  Lieut.  Col.  Bradjireet^ 
with  the  4/jth  regiment,  fix  companies  of  the  iirft  battalion  of  the 
royal  Americans,  the  batteau  men,  and  a  body  of  rangers  and  pro- 
vincials, to  take  poffeffion  of  the  Saxv-?/iill,  within  two  miles  of 
Ticonderoga* f  which  he  foon  eiFedled:  as  the  enemy  who  were 

polled 

*  A  fort  built  about  two  years  ago  on  the  narrow  pafiage  or 
communication  between  La^e  George  and  Champlain.  It  has  all 
the  advantages  that  nature  or  art  can  give  it,  being  defended  on 
three  fides  by  water,  which  is  furrounded  by  rocks,  and  on  the 
half  of  the  fourth  fide  by  a  fwamp,  and  where  ihat  fails,  there 
the  French  had  eredled  an  entrenchment  and  breail  worll  about  9 
feet  hign.  It  is  in  the  way  to  Crown  Pointy  and  mull  be  taken  by 
Our  forces  before  they  can  march  thither.     (See  the  Plate.) 
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great  prudence  and  vigour,  furmounfed  great  difficulties, 
brought  his  army  to  Ofwego,  where  he  embarked  on  the 
Lake  Ontario,  and  arrived  at  Frontenac  the  25th  of  Au- 

guft. 


polled  there,  after  dellroying  the  mill  and  breaking  down  their 
bridge,  had  retired  feme  time  before. 

Lieut.  Col.  Bradjireet  having  laid  another  bridge  a  crofs,  and 
having  fent  me  notice  of  his  being  in  pOiTeffion  of  that  ground,  I 
accordingly  marched  thither  with  the  troops,  and  we  took  up  our 
quarters  there  that  night. 

The  prifoners  we  had  taken  being  unanimous  in  their  reports, 
that  the  French  had  eight  battalions,  fome  Canadians  and  colony 
troops,  in  all  about  6000,  encamped  before  their  fort,  who  were 
intrenching  themfelves,  and  throwing  up  a  breaft-work,  and  that 
they  expeded  a  reinforcement  of  3000  Canadians,  bcfides  Indi- 
ans, who  had  been  detached  under  the  command  of  IVIonf  de 
Le'vy,  to  make  a  diverfion  on  the  lide  of  the  Mohauok  river ;  but 
upon  intelligence  of  our  preparations  and  near  approach,  had  been 
repeatedly  recalled,  and  was  hourly  expected;  it  was  thought 
moft  advifeable  to  lofe  no  time  in  making;  the  attack;  wherefore 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  I  fent  Mr.  Clerk,  the  engineer, 
acrofs  the  river  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  fort,  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy's  intrenchments. 

Upon  his  return,  and  favourable  report  of  the  praflicability  of 
carrying  thofe  works,  if  attacked  before  they  were  finiilied,  it  was 
agreed  to  ftoi'm  them  that  very  day:  Accordingly  the  rangers, 
light  infantry,  and  the  right  wing  of  Pro-vincials^  were  ordered 
immediately  to  march  and  poll  themfelves  in  a  lir.f,  out  of  can- 
non Ihot  of  the  intrenchments;  the  right  extending  to  Lake 
George,  and  the  left  to  Lake  Champlain^  in  order  that  the  regular 
troops,  deitined  for  the  attack  of  the  intrenchments,  might  form 
on  their  rear. 

The  Piquets  were  to  begin  the  attack,  fuftained  by  the  grena- 
diers, and  by  the  battalions :  the  whole  were  ordered  to  march 
up  brilkly,  rulh  upon  the  enemy's  fire,  and  not  give  theirs,  uniil 
they  were  within  the  enemy's  breall-work. 

After  thefe  orders  iffued,  the  whole  army,  except  what  had 
been  left  at  the  landing-place  to  cover  and  guard  the  baueaux  and 
whale  boats,  and  a  Provincial  regin  ent  at  the  Sa^u-mzll,  were 
put  in  motion,  and  advanced  to  '^nonderoga,  where  they  infor- 
tunately  found  the  intrenchmentb,  not  only  much  itr^-nger  tiiaii 
had  been  reprefentcd,  and  lY.z  bre^ft-work  at  ieaft  eight  cr  nine 
feet  high  ;  but  likewift  the  grou.  J  before  it  co^  7red  vith  ;elled 
trees,  the  branches  pointed  outwards,  which  fo  fatigued  and  le- 

0^2  tarded 
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guft.  This  fort  ftands  at  the  communication  of  Lake  On- 
tario with  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  the  entrance  into  which 
river  it  in  fome  manner  comrfiands.  However,  for  a  poft 
of  fuch  moment,  it  was  poorly  fortified,  and  poorly  garri- 

foncd.  It  was  taken  without  the  lofs  cf  a  man  on 
Aug.  27.  our  fide,  in  lefs  than  two  days  after  it   had  been 

attacked.  The  garrifon,  confifting  of  130  men, 
were  made  prifoners ;  nine  armed  floops  were  taken  and 
burned:  and  a  large  quantity  of  provifions  amaffed  there 
for  the  ufe  of  their  garrifons  to  the  fouthward,  was  deftroy- 
ed.  Col.  Bradftreet  having  performed  this  important  fer- 
vice,  returned.  Many  were  of  opinion,  that  fo  fine  apoij: 
ought  to  be  kept  and  ftrongly  garrifoned  ;  others  thought 
that  it  would  be  impolTible  to  preferve  a  place  at  fuch  a 
diftance  from  our  own  eftabliftiments.     (c) 

It 


tarded  the  advancing  of  the  troops,  that  notvvithftanding  all  theii: 
intrepidity  and  bravery,  which  I  cannot  too  much  commend,  we 
fuftained  fo  confiderable  a  lofs,  without  any  profped  of  better 
fuccefs,  that  it  w^s  no  longer  prudent  to  remain  before  it;  and  it 
was  therefore  judged  neceffary,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  re- 
mainder of  fo  many  brave  men,  to  prevent  a  total  defeat,  that  we 
Ihouldmake  the  beft  retreat  poffible:  Accordingly,  after  feveral 
repeated  attacks,  which  lafted  upwards  of  four  hours,  under  the 
mod  difadvantageous  circumrtances,  and  with  the  lofs  of  464  re- 
gulars k»lled,  29  miffing,  1 1 17  wounded;  and  87  Pro'vindals  kil- 
led, 8  miffing,  and  239  wounded,  officers  of  both  included,  I 
retired  to  the  camp  we  occupied  the  night  before,  with  the  bro- 
ken remains  of  feveral  corps,  fending  away  all  the  wounded  to 
the  batteaux,  about  three  miles  diftance;  and  early  the  next 
morning  we  arrived  there  ourfelves,  embarked,  and  reached  this 
place  the  evening  of  the  9th.  Immediately  after  my  return  here, 
1  fent  the  wounded  officers  and  men  that  could  be  moved,  io  Fart 
Edifjard  and  Albany, 

(c)  Colonel  Bradftreet'/  Letter  to  General  Aroherfl:,  en  the  Redu^i- 
on  of  Fort  Frontenac. 

Ofivego,  Aug.  31,   1758. 

I  Landed  with  the  troops  within  a  mile  of  fort  Frontenac  with- 
out oppofition,  the  25  th.    The  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners 

of  war  the  z-jxh,  between  7  and  8  ia  the  morning It  was 

a  fquare 
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It  is  very  poflible,  that  the  fuccefs  of  Col.  Bradftreet 
greatly  facilitated  that  of  the  expedition  under  Gen.  Forbes. 
The  General  had  had  a  very  tedious  and  trouolefome  march, 
through  a  country  almoft  impaflable,  very  little  known, 
and  continually  haralVed  on  his  route  by  the  enemies  Indi- 
ans. An  advanced  guard  of  this  ai-my,  confifting  of  about 
800  men  under  Major  Grant,  had  moft  unaccountably  ad- 
vanced to  Fore  du  Quefne,  vi^ith  a  defign  as  it  ihould  feem 
of  reducing  the  place  by  a  coup  de  main-,  but  the  gariifon 
fuddenly  Tallying  out  and  attacking  them  warmly  on  all  fides, 
killed  and  made  prifoners  many  of  this  party,  and  difperfed 
the  reft.  This  was,  however,  their  laft  fuccef:. ;  for  the 
body  of  the  army  being  conducted  with  greater  fkill  and  cir- 
cumfpedfion,  baiBed  all  their  attempts^  fo  that  the  French 
being  convinced  by  feveral  fkirmifties  that  all  their  efforts 
to  furprize  the  troops,  or  interrupt  their  communication  were 
to  no  purpofe,  and  being  confcious  that  their  fort  was  not 
tenable  againft  a  regular  attack,  they  wifely  aban- 
doned the  place  after  deftroying  their  works;  and  Nov.  24. 
fell  down  the  Ohio,  to  the  number  of  4  or  500 
men,  towards  their  more  fouthern  fettlements.  Gen.  For- 
bes once  more  erected  the  Englifh  flag  on  Fort  , 
du  Quefne.     Without  any  refiftance  we  became      ^ 

mafters 


a  fquare  fort  of  loo  yards  the  exterior  fide,  and  had  in  it  no 
men,  feme  women,  children,  and  Indians,  60  pieces  of  cannon, 
(half  of  which  were  mounted)  fixteen  fmall  mortars,  with  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  provifions  and  goods,  to  be  fent  to  the  troops 
gone  to  oppofe  Brig.  Gen.  Forbesy  their  weftern  garrifons,  Indians^ 
and  to  fupport  the  army  under  the  command  of  M.  Le^vy^  on  his 
intended  enterprize  againft  the  Mohaivk  river,  valued  by  the 

French  at  800,000  livres. We  have  likcwife  taken  9  vef- 

fels  from  8  to  18  guns,  v/hich  are  all  they  have  upon  the  lake, 
two  of  which  I  have  brought  here;  one  richly  laden ;  and  the  reft 
and  the  provifions  I  have  burnt  and  deftroyed,  together  with  the 
fort,  artillery,  ftores,  ^c.  agreeable  to  your  excellency's  inftradi- 
ons,  ftiould  I  fucceed.  The  garrifon  made  no  fcruple  of  faying, 
that  their  troops  to  the  fouthward  and  weftern  garrifons  will  fuf- 
fer  greatly,  if  not  entirely  ftarve,  for  want  of  the  provifions  and 
vefiels  we  have  deftroyed,  as  they  have  not  any  left  to  bring 

them  home  from  Niagara. The   terms  on  which  the 

garrifon  farrendercd  were  prifoners  of  war,  until  exchanged  for 
equal  numbers  and  rank. 
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mafters  in  the  third  year  after  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities,  of  that  fortrefs,  the  contention  for  which  had 
kindled  up  the  flames  of  fo  general  and  deftruclive  a  war. 
This  place  with  its  mafters  has  changed  its  name,  and  is 
called  Pittfburg,  with  a  propriety  which  does  not  need  to 
be  pointed  out.  (d) 

Notwithftanding  the  unhappy  affair  at  Ticonderoga,  the 
campaign  of  1758  in  America  was  very  advantageous,  and 
very  honourable  to  the  Englifli  intereft.  Louifbourg,  St. 
John's,  Frontenac,  and  du  Quefne  reduced,  remove  from 

our 


(dj  Brigadier  General  ForbesV  Letter  on  his  taking  of  Fort  da 
Quefne. 

^  ^  TT  Have  the  pleafure  of  acquainting  you  with  the  fingal 
X.  fuccefs  of  his  raajefty's  arms  over  all  his  enemies  on  the 
Ohio,  by  having  obliged  them  to  burn,  and  abandon  their  Fort  du 
^e/ne^  which  they  effefked  upon  the  24.th  inft.  and  of  wkich 
I  cook  po/reffion  with  n^y  light  troops  the  fame  evening,  and  with 
my  little  army  the  next  day.——  The  enemy  made  their  ef~ 
cape  down  the  river,  part  in  boats,  and  part  by  land,  to  their  forts 
and  fettlements  upon  the  MiJJifippi^  having  been  abandoned,  or, 
at  leaft,  notfeconced,  by  their  friends  the  Indians^  whom  we  had 
previoufly  engaged  to  a6la  neuU'al  part,  after  thoroughly  convinc- 
ing them,  in  feveral  ildrmifhes,  that  all  their  attempts  upon  our 
advanced  pofts,  in  order  to  cut  of  our  communication,  were  vain, 
and  to  no  purpofe;  fo  they  now  feem  all  willing,  and  well  difpo- 
fed  to  embrace  his  majefty's  moft  gracious  protedion. 

Give  me  leave,  therefore,  to  congratulate  you  upon  this  impor- 
tant event,  of  having  expelled  the  French  from  Fort  du  ^cfne, 
and  this  prodigious  tracl  of  fine  rich  country  ;  and  of  having,  in 
a  manner,  reconciled  the  various  tribes,  and  nations  of  Indians, 
inhabiting  it,  to  his  majefty's  government. 

So  far  I  had  wrot«  you  the  26th,  but  being  feized  with  an  infla- 
mation  in  my  ftomach,  and  liver,  the  Iharpell  and  moft  fevere  of 
ail  diftempers,  I  could  proceed  no  farther;  and,  as  I  have  athou- 
fand  things  to  fay,  have  ordered  Major  Haikett  down  the  country, 
in  order  to  explain  the  motives  upon  which  I  proceeded,  and  the 
various,  and  almoft  infurmountable  diiRculties  I  had  to  grapple 
with. 

I  (hall  leave  this  as  f®on  as  I  am  able  to  ftand;  but  God 
knows  when,  or  if  ever  I  reach  Philadelphia, 

I  expett  the  heads  of  all  the  Indians  in  here  tO  morrow,  when 
I  hope  very  foon  to  fiaifh  with  them. 
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our  colonies  all  terror  ©f  the  Indian  incurfions,  draw  from 
the  French  thofe  ufeful  allies,  free  our  frontiers  from  the 
yoke  of  their  enemies  forts,  make  their  fupplies  difficult, 
their  communications  precarious,  and  all  their  defenfive  or 
offenfive  operations  uneftedive;  whilft  their  country  unco- 
vered of  its  principal  bulwarks,  lies  open  to  the  heart,  and 
affords  the  moil:  pleafmg  profpeds  of  fuccefs  to  the  vigorous 
meafures  which  we  may  be  affured  will  be  taken  in  the  next 
campaign.     Gen.  Amherft  is  now  commander. 

It  would  be  doing  great  injuftice  to  the  fpiritand  conducl 
of  the  miniflry,  not  to  obferve,  that  they  omitted  to  diftrefs 
the  enemy  in  no  part,  and  that  their  plans  of  operation  were 
as  extenfive  as  they  were  vigorous. 

Two  fhips  of  the  line  with  fome  frigates,  were 
fent  early  in  the  fpring  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  to    Mar.  g* 
drive  the  French   from   their   fettlements    there. 
They  entered  the  river  Senegal,  and  in  fpite  of  the  obftruc- 
tion  of  a  dangerous   bar,  which  the  fhips  of  war 
could  not  pafs,    they   obliged   the   French  fort   May.  i. 
which  commands  the  river  to  furrender.     And  on 
the   29th   of  December  following,    Commodore   Keppel, 
with  the  affiftance  of  fome  troOps   under   the  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Worge,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  iiland  of 
Goree  and  its  forts;  the  garrifon  furrendering  at  difcretioii 
to  his  majefty's  fquadron  (e).     By  thefe  fucceifes,  we  have 

taken 


fej  Commodore  Keppel'i  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  on  his  taking 
the  IJland  of  Goree. 

SIR, 

I  Arrived  here  with  the  fquadron  urider  my  command  the  28th 
of  December  pail  in  the  evening;  and  the  next  morning, 
agreeable  to  his  majelty's  inftrudions,  I  attacked  with  the  fhips, 
the  fort  and  batteries  on  the  ifland  of  Goree,  which  were  foon  re- 
duced to  afK  to  capitulate;  and  the  Governor's  demands  were,  to 
be  allowed  to  march  the  French  troops  out  of  the  garrifon  with 
the  honours  of  war.  His  terms  I  abfolutely  rejeded  and  began  a 
freih  attack  ;  it  was,  however,  but  of  a  very  fhort  duration,  when 
the  iflan  ,  forts,  garrifon,  ^c.  furrendered  at  difcretion  to  hia 
majefty's  fquadron. 

Lieut.  Col.  Worgi  had  his  troops  embark'd  in  the  flat-bottomed 

boats. 


128  ne  History  of  the  War."  i  J'sS. 

taken  from  the  enemy  one  of  the  moft  valuable  branches  of 

their 


boats,  in  good  order  and  readinefs,  at  a  proper  diftance,  with  the 
tranfports,  to  attempt  a  defcent,  when  it  Ihould  be  found  pradi* 
cable  or  requifite. 

Two  days  after  the  furrender  of  the  ifland,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
<3elivered  up,  with  the  cannon,  artillery,  ftores,  and  provifions, 
l^c.  to  the  officer  and  troops  Lieutenant  Colonel  JVorge  thought 
fit  to  garrifon  the  place  with;  and  the  colonel  is  taking  all  ima- 
ginable pains  to  fettle  and  regulate  the  garrifon  in  the  beft  man- 
ner, and  as  faft  as  things  will  admit  of. 

The  inclofed,  Sir,  is  the  ftate  of  the  ifland,  with  the  artillery^ 
ammunition,  and  provifions,  found  in  the  place  at  its  fur- 
render. 

French^  made  prifoners  of  war,  300* 

Blacks,  in  arms,  a  great  number ;  but  I  am  not  well  enough 
informed  as  yet  to  fay  precifely. 

Thelofs  the  enemy  fuftained,  as  to  men,  is  fo  very  differently 
ftated  to  me  by  thofe  that  have  been  alked,  that  I  mull  defer  fay  • 
ing  the  number  till  another  opportunity. 

Iron  ordnance  of  different  bores,  93;  one  brafs  12-pounder; 
iron  fwivels  mounted  on  carriages,  1 1 ;  brafs  mortars  mounted 
on  beds,  two  of  13  inches;  ditto,  one  of  Jo  inches;  iron,  one 
of  10  inches.  In  the  magazine,  powder,  100  barrels.  Provi- 
fions of  all  fpecies  for  400  men  for  four  months. 

Explanation  of  the  Plan  of  the  IJland  of  Gorce* 

A.  The  negroe  village.  neer's  laboratory. 

B.  The  company's  gardens,  ^r.  P.  The   armourer's   apartment 

C.  The  flavery.  and  forge. 

D.  The  negroes  fountain.  Q^  The  go\'ernor's  apartment 

E.  The  company's  fountain.  and  garden,  l^c. 

F.  The  governor's  fountain.  R.  A  ciftern.    R.  R.  A  ciftern 

G.  Thehofpital.  unfinifhcd. 

H.  The  chapel.  S.  A  powder  magazine. 

J.    The  officers  houfe  unfinifh-  T.   Shades  for  water  cafks, 

ed.  W.  The  landing  beach,  and  en- 
K.  Hutts  for  labourers.  try  into  the  parade. 

L.  The  barracks  for  carpenters.  V.  The  court  of  the  fort  of  St. 
M.  The  apartment  for  bombar-  Francis. 

diers.  X.  The  (liambles. 

N.  Officers,   ftore-houfes,   and  Y.  The  burying  place. 

barracks  for  foldiers.  Z.  Ditto  for  the  negroes, 

O.  The  pharmacy  and  cngi-  &.  A  rain  water  ciftern. 

Explanation* 


which  is  rorc  he-ivis,  built  on  an  ifland  of  the  fame  name.     It 
is  a  quadrangular  fort,  with  two  baftions,  and  of  no  inconiide- 
rable  ftrength.     At  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  a  bar;  the  bell 
feafon  f(;r   paffing    it,  is  from  March  to  Augufiy  or   September^ 
or  rather  from  April  to  "July^  becaufe  the  tides  are  then  higheft. 
The  Etiglifh  had  formerly  fettlements   here,  out  of  which  they 
were  driven  by  the  French^  who  have  ejgiolTed  'he  whole   trade 
from  Cape  Blanco  to  the  river  Gambia,  which   is  near  500  miles. 
The  Dutch  were  the  firll  who   fettled  Senegal,  and   built  two 
forts,      i  he  i^rf^f>6  made  themfelves   maiters  of  them  in   1678. 
In  1693  the  EngUjh  feizecJ  them  ;  but  next  year  the  French  re- 
took them,  and  have  kept  them  ever  fmce.     They  built  Fort 
Lewis  in  1692,  and  have  beyond  it  a  multitude  of  other  fettle- 
Siients,  extending  200  leagues  up  the  river.  The  principal  com- 

E  modities 
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taken  from  the  enemy  one  of  the  moft  valuable  branches  of 


their 


boats,  in  good  order  and  readinefs,  at  a  proper  di fiance,  with  the 
tranfports,  to  attempt  a  defcent,  when  it  Ihould  be  found  pradi- 
cable  or  requifite. 

Two  days  after  the  furrender  of  the  ifland,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
delivered  up,  with  the  cannon,  artillery,  ftores,  and  provifions, 
l^c,  to  the  officer  and  troops  Lieutenant  Colonel  IVorge  thought 
£t  to  garrifon  the  place  with;  and  the  colonel  is  taking  all  ima- 
ginable pains  to  fettle  and  regulate  the  garrifon  in  the  beft  man- 
ner, and  as  faft  as  things  will  admit  of. 

The  inclofed.  Sir,  is  the  ftate  of  the  ifland,  with  the  artillery^ 
ammunition,  and  provifions,  found  in  the  place  at  its  fur- 
render. 

Frenchy  made  prifoners  of  war,  300^ 

Blacks,  in  arms,  a  great  number ;  but  I  am  not  well  enough 
informed  as  yet  to  fay  precifely. 

Thelofs  the  enemy  fullained,  as  to  men,  is  fo  very  differently 
ilated  to  me  by  thofe  that  have  been  afked,  that  I  mull  defer  fay. 
ing  the  number  till  another  opportunity. 

Iron  ordnance  of  different  bores,  93;  one  brafs  12-pounder; 
iron  fwivels  mounted  on  carriages,  1 1 ;  brafs  mortars  mounted 
on  beds,  two  of  13  inches;  ditto,  one  of  jo  inches;  iron,  one 
of  10  inches.  In  the  magazine,  powder,  100  barrels.  Provi- 
fions of  all  fpecies  for  400  men  for  four  months. 

Explanation  of  the  Plan  cf  the  IJland  of  Goree. 

A.  The  negroe  village.  neer's  laboratory. 

B.  The  company's  gardens,  ^r.  P.  The   armourer's   apartment 

C.  The  flavery.  and  forge. 

D.  The  negroes  fountain.  Q^  The  goi'ernor's  apartment 

E.  The  company's  fountain.  and  garden,  k^c. 

F.  The  governor's  fountain.  R.  A  ciilern.    R.  R.  A  ciflern 

G.  The  hofpital.  unfinifhcd. 

H.  The  chapel.  S.  A  powder  magazine. 

I.    The  officers  houfe  unfinifh-  T.   Shades  for  water  cafks, 

ed.  W.  The  landing  beach,  and  en- 
K.  Hutts  for  labourers.  try  into  the  parade. 

L.  The  barracks  for  carpenters.  V.  The  court  of  the  fort  of  Sc. 
M.  The  apartment  for  bombar-  Francis. 

diers.  X.  The  fhambles. 

N.  Officers,   ftore-houfes,   and  Y.  The  burying  place. 

barracks  for  foldiers.  Z.  Ditto  for  the  negroes. 

O.  The   pharmacy  and  engi-  &.  A  rain  water  ciftem. 


Explanation. 


D.  The  negroes  fountain. 

E.  The  company's  fountain. 

F.  The  governor's  fountain. 

G.  Thehofpital. 
H.  The  chapel. 

I.    The  officers  houfe  unfinifh- 

ed. 
K.  Hutts  for  labourers. 
L.  The  barracks  for  carpenters. 
M.  The  apartment  for  bombar- 

dieis. 
N.  Officers,   ftore-houfes,   and 

barracks  for  foldiers. 
O.  The   pharmacy  and  engi- 


Q^  The  governor's  apartment 
and  garden,  k^c. 
A  ciftern.    R.  R.  A  ciftern 

unfinifhcd. 
A  powder  magazine. 
Shades  for  water  caflcs. 
The  landing  beach,  and  en- 
try into  the  parade. 
The  court  of  the  fort  of  St. 

Francis. 
The  fhambles. 
Y.  The  burying  place. 
Z.  Ditto  for  the  negroes. 
&.  A  rain  water  ciftern. 

E,xplanaiion, 


R. 

S. 
T. 
W 

V. 

X. 
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their  commerce,  and  ane  of  the   moft  capable  of  abundant 
improvement. 

From 


Explanation  of  the  Batteries. 

1.  The  grand  battery    9  guns.  f  Four  half  moon  1 

2.  The  falute  battery  7  x  i  <  batteries  en  bar-  >  1 3  guns, 
(fmall)                    |ioguns.  ^  bet  on  the  hill.    5 

3.  5l.  Philip's  battery     5  guns.  12.  Two  flanking  bat- 7      gyj^s» 

4.  St.  Peter's  battery      5  guns.  teries  for  the  bay     \^  ° 

5.  Citadel  of  St.  Mi-  1  .  13.   Three     paflage  7            ^^ 
chael,  en  barbet      3      ^       *  batteries                   j  7  & 

6.  North  point  batte-  7  9  guns.  14.  Three  brafs  one  7  4mortars 
ry                            31  fplit.  iron  mortars          j  '  damag. 

7.  Mortar  battery           8guas.  15.  On  St.  Francis  7  12  guns. 

8.  Wefl  poinr  battery      5  guns.  fort                        j     i  fplit. 

9.  A  battery  unfiniih'd    3  guns.  • 

10.  Ncgroe  batteries     10  guns.  Total              iiopieces. 


*  The  river  SengOy  or  Senegal^  is  in  one  of  fnofe  channels  of 
the  river  Niger,  by  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  difcharge  its  waters 
into  the  ^//^«/zV  ocean:  The  rivcT  Niger^  according  to  the  belt 
maps,  rifes  in  the  eaft  of  Afn:a;  and  after  a  courfe  of  300 
miles,  nearly  due  weft,  divides  into  three  branches,  the  moll 
northerly  of  which  is  the  *S£«f^<3/,  as  above;  the  middle  is  the 
Gafiihiay  or  Gatnbra;  and  the  moft  fouthern,  Rio  Grande.  Se^ 
negal  empties  itfelf  into  the  Atlantic  ocean  in  16''  north  lat. 
The  entrance  of  it  is  guarded  by  feveral  forts,  the  pr.nc!pal  of 
which  is  Fort  Le-xvis,  built  on  an  ifland  of  the  fame  name.  It 
is  a  quadrangular  fort,  with  two  baftions,  and  of  no  inconfide- 
rable  ftrength.  At  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  a  bar;  the  beft 
feafon  for  paffing  it,  is  from  March  to  Augujiy  or  September^ 
or  rather  from  April  to  July^  becaufe  the  tides  are  then  higheft. 
The  Etiglijh  had  formerly  fettiements  here,  out  of  which  they 
were  driven  by  the  French,  who  have  eiigrofTed  'he  whole  trade 
from  Cape  Blanco  to  the  river  Gambia,  which  is  near  500  miles. 
The  Dutch  were  the  iirft  who  fettled  Senegal,  and  built  two 
forts,  i  he /rf^c^  made  theml'elves  mailers  of  them  in  1678. 
In  1693  the  Englijh  feized  them  ;  but  next  year  xh^  French  re- 
took them,  and  have  kept  them  ever  fince.  They  built  Fort 
Leijjis'wi  1692,  and  have  beyond  it  a  multitude  of  other  fettle- 
Jnents,  extending  200  leagues  up  the  river.  The  principal  com- 
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From  the  Eaft  Indies  we  have  this  year  heard  nothing 
remarkable.  It  does  not  feem  that  the  French,  notvvithlland- 
ing  the  great  ftruggle  they  made  to  lend  out  a  itrong  arma- 
ment under  Gen.  Lally,  have  been  in  a  condition  to  e.iter- 
prifeany  thing.  It  is  laid,  and  probably  with  g;ood  founda- 
tion, that  the  greateft  part  of  that  force  was  dwindled  away 
with  ficknefs  during  the  voyage.  Our  naval  force  was  ex- 
erted with  fpirit'  and  cffe£t  in  the  Mediterranean.  The 
French  found  that  the  poilelhon  of  Minorca  could  not  drive 
us  from  the  dominion  of  the  Mediterranean,  v/here  Admi- 
ral Ofborn  gave  the  enemies  maritime,  ftrength  fuch  blow5, 
as  they  muft  long  fed,  and  which  merited  bim  the  greateit 
of  all  honours,  to  be  joined  with  the  conquerors  of  Louis- 
bourg,  in  the  thanks  of  the  reprefentarive  body  of  their 
country. 

The  coming  year  feems  big  with  great  events.  In  Ger- 
many the  affairs  of  the  rival  powers  of  Prufiia  and  Auftria, 
appear  to  be  more  nearly  ballanced  than  at  any  time  iince 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  This  force  is  as  oreat  as  ever, 
and  their  animofity  is  no  way  lelTened.  Great  {le;)s  are  ta- 
ken to  alTemble powerful  armies  on  the  Rhine;  whlifl  Great 
Britain  has  fentout  two  c^nfiderable  armamentf,  one  to  the 
Wefl  Indies,  the  other  to  Africa;  the  fuccefs  of  which  muft 
go  a  great  way  towards  determining  'the  ifTue  of  the  war. 
Other  great  preparations  are  alfo  making  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Dutch  enraged  at 
the  captures  of  their  fhips,  make  complaints,  and  threaten 
armiments.  The  death  of  i;he  Princefs  of  Orange,  which 
happened  at  a  mofl  critical  jun6i:ure,  adds  more  perplexity 
to  affairs  in  that  quarter.  If  we  look  to  the  fouthward,  the 
clouds  feem  gathering  there  alfo.  The  imminent  death  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  will  be  an  event  fruitful  of  troubles.  In 
this  affair  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  hoafe  of  Auftria,  and 
the  houfe  of  Bourli^^n,  will  find  themfelves  concerned;  to 
•  fay  nothing  of  the  maritime  powers.  In  a  word,  the  flame 
of  war  threatens  to  fpread  in  every  part  of  Europe. 


modrties  which  the  Frsnch  import  from  this  fettlement  are,  that 
valuable  article  gum  fenega,  hides,  bees -wax,  elephants  teeth, 
cotton,  gold  dull,  negroe  fl4ves,  oftrich  feathers,  ambergris, 
indigo,  and  civet. 
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At  prefent  we  are  obliged  to  buy  all  our  gum  fenega  of  the 
Dutch,  who  purchafe  it  from  the;  French -y  and  they  fet  what  price 
they  pleafe  on  it.  But  as  the  trade  to  Africa  is  now  open,  by 
this  important  ^cquifnion,  the  pi  ice  of  this  valuable  drug,  which 
is  fo  much  ufta  ia  feveral  of  our  manufacturer',  wil)  be  much 
reduced. 
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The  inclinations  of  the  Powers  at  war  at  the  dofing  the  laji 
campaign.  The  King  of  Spain  s  death  apprehended.  Con- 
dition of  the  King  of  Prujfta^  Efuprefs  ^leen,  Riijfa^ 
Sweden^  Holland^  France^  and  England. 

WHOEVER  refle£l:s  upon  the  conclufion  of  the 
feveral  campaigns  fince  the  year  1755,  will 
eafily  perceive  that  at  the  end  of  the  laft,  the 
fortune  of  the  feveral  powers  at  war  feemed 
more  nearly  upon  a  ballance,  than  it  had  been  at  the  clofe 
of  any  of  the  former.  The  campaign  was  rather  leG 
bloody,  than  that  which  immediately  preceeded  it;  and  it -J 
was  not  concluded  with  any  a£^ion  of  fuch  an  eclat,  as  could  - 
greatly  raife,  or  deprefs  the  hopes  of  any  of  the  contending 
parties.  All  parties  became  more  cautious;  becaufe  it  be- 
came every  day  more  evident,  that  the  fortune  of  war  was 
not  to  be  decided  by  any  fingle  ftroke,  however  confiderable. 

The 
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The  prize  was  referved  for  the  player  of  the  fldiful  game; 
for  the  molt  attentive  p;jtience:  for  the  greateil  depth  of 
refources.  Ai.  equality  of  i^is  kind  feemed  at  laft  to  pro- 
mife  Europe  lome  repofe.  All  i;des  might  now  give  and 
receive  Honourable  and  equitable  t^rmsi  and  peace  might 
be  fettled  onth.'.t  footiiig,  on  which  ithai  been  ufualiy  made, 
for  fome  time  puft,  in  our  part  of  the  worlo^  But  the  great 
deiigns  entertained  by  each  power;  revenge  imbittered  by 
the  blows  which  all  had  felt  in  their  turns,  the  confidc.ration 
of  the  vaft  expences  tnat  IM  upon  all,  and  which  a  pe^ce 
at  that  time  would  have  made  fruitlcfs  ^  even  the  hopes 
arifmgfrom  the  equivocal  appeara'^res  of  the  iail;  campaign, 
eftranged  every  court  from  the  dilpofition  to  peace.  Info- 
much  that  there  were  no  terms  dirscSily  offered  by 'any  of 
the  belligerent  powers;  nor  did  any  of  the  neutral  interpofe 
their  mediation.  Befides  thefe,  another  caufe  operated 
powcrfuHy;  a  great  event  was  hourly  expe6led  about  this 
time;  an  event  which  threatened  to  involve  the  Southern 
parts  of  Europe  ii!  the  calamities  of  that  war,  that  had  fo 
long  wailed  the  Northern;  and  which,  whenever  it  (hould 
take  place^  threatened  to  render  the  political  iyllim  infi- 
nitely more  intricate,  and  probably  to  give  the  war  q.uite  a 
new  turn. 

The  late  King  of  Spain,  by  the  force  of  a  conjugal  affec- 
tion, rarely  k&n  in '  that  dignity,  fmce  the  death  of  his 
Queen  had  been  given  up  to  a  melancholy,  which  preyed 
upon  his  health,  and  affected  his  undcrflaniiing.  His  death, 
pr  incapacity,  appeared  inevitable  within  a  fhort  tinie.  The 
ICing  of  Naples,  Don  Carlofs,  was  next  in  the  order  of  fuc- 
ceiTion.  In  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  it  had  been 
agreed,  that  the  dutchies  of  Parma,  Placentia  and  Guaftalia, 
fhould  be  reftored  to  the  heufe  of  Auftriaj  in  cafe  Don 
Carlos  fhould  ever  come  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  Thefe 
countries  were  at  the  end  of  that  war,  in  the  hands  oi  the 
Emprefs  Qiieen,  or  her  allies.  Her  imperial  Majefly  had 
fet  up  a  claim  to  the  reverlion  of  thefe  dutchies,  on  the  ex- 
tinction of  ifTue  m.ale  in  the  houfe  of  Farnefe.  But  the 
ambition  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  to  make  all  her  chiidreri 
Sovereigns,  put  powerful  bars  in  her  way  to  it.  This  am- 
bition was. one  of  the  caufes  which  made  the  laft  fo  general 
a  war.  The  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  which  put  a  period 
to  that  war,  after  fettling  thefe  conteifed  dutchies  as  an 
eftablifhment  fpi;  Don  Philip, .  feconi  fon  to  the  King  of 

Spain, 
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Spain,  provided,  that  whenever  the  e\^£nt,  which  we  have 
mentioned  above,  fhould  take  place,  that  is  to  lay,  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  cro'.vn  of  Spain,  then  the  King- 
dom of  Naples  and  Sicily  fnould  pafs  to  the  infant  Don 
Philip,  and  the  dutchie?  which  formed  his  eftablifhment 
fhould  refer  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

The  King  of  Naples,  not  without  reafon,  looked  upon 
this  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  as  injurious  to 
his  rights;  accordingly  he  never  acceded  to  it.  No  method 
in  this  cafe  could  be  feen,  which  might  prevent  matters 
from  coming  to  extremities,  except  the  fituation  of  the  Em- 
prefs,  engaged  as  fhe  was  with  a  powerful  adverfary,  who 
kept  her  forces  ftrained  to  the  utmoft  pitch.  She  was  in  no 
condition  to  engage  in  a  new  war,  however  interefiing  the 
object  might  be.  Her  ally  France,  who  fo  ineiFe6tually 
alTifted  her  in  Germany,  could  not  probably  ailill:  her  with 
more  efFe6l  in  Italy;  (he  therefore  feemed  to  have  no  other 
part  left,  than  to  acquiefce  for  the  prefent,  and  wait  in 
filence  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  aflert  her  claims. 
The  event  of  the  King  of  Spain's  death  has  fmce  happened. 
It  has  produced  none  of  thefe  immediate  efFeils  which  were 
apprehended ;  and  this  probably  proceeded  from  the  caufe 
which  we  have  juft  now  hinted.  A  dead  calm  at  prefent 
broods  over  Italy.  But  in  this  tranquility  and  filence  there 
are  mat jrials  gathering,  which  may  in  no  very  diftant  period 
burft  in  a  terrible  tempeft  over  that  delightful  country. 
They  are  very  nearly  the  fame  that  produced  the  laft  trou- 
bles there,  and  may  not  only  revive  them,  but  fpread  the 
horrors  of  war  o)icc  more  over  all  Europe. 

Such  were  the  inclinations  of  the  powers  at  war  at  the 
opening  of  this  year;  their  ftrength  feemed  alfo  very  entire  ; 
in  particular,  the  refources  of  the  King  of  PrufTia  appeared 
afVonlfhing,  after  the  great  blows  he  had  fufFered;  and  after 
the  advantages  he  had  gained,  but  gained  at  fo  high  apiice. 
He  was  ftill  able  to  fhew  himfelf  the  father  and  benefactor, 
as  well  as  the  prote<ftor  of  his  people.  In  the  midft  of  the 
devouring  wafte  of  fuch  an  expenfive  war,  from  the  funds 
of  his  ceconomy  he  was  enabled  to  remit  the  taxes  to  thofe 
parts  of  his  dominions,  which  had  fufFered  from  the  Ruffian 
barbarity;  he  even  advanced  money  to  thofe  which  had 
fufFered  the  moll  confiderably. 

To  take  a  nearer  view  of  his  fituation,  we  mufl  obferve, 
that  the  whole  kingdom  of  PrufTia  f^ill  remained    in   the 

hand^ 
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hands  of  the  Mufcovites.  The  dutchy  of  Cleves,  together 
with  his  other  poflefTions  on  the  Rhine,  could  yield  him 
nothing;  they  were  held  hy  thje  French;  but  in  thefe  ref- 
pecls,  his  fituation  was  not  worfe  than  it  had  been,  alnioft 
from  the  beo-innino;  of  the  war.  He  had  to  ballance  thefe 
loffes,  the  rich  country  of  Saxony,  which  he  had  twice  in 
one  campaign  wrefted  from  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians.  Add 
to  this,  the  renewal  of  the  fubfidy  treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
on  the  advantageous  terms  of  the  former  year.  Thefe  were 
undoubtedly  great  fupports;  and  the  King  feemed  as  entire 
in  power,  and  more  advanced  in  reputation  than  ever. 

But  to  a  more  critical  examination,  things  had  an  afpecSt 
not  quite  fo  favourable.  This  appearance  was  rather  fpe- 
cious  than  entirely  folid;  and  whilft  all  without  looked  full 
and  fair,  within  there  was  a  decay  of  fubftance,  and  an 
hoUownefs  that  rung  at  the  flighteft  touch.  That  incom- 
parable body  of  troops,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 
had  given  him  fo  great  a  luperiority,  no  longer  exifted  in 
the  fame  perfons.  If  his  troops  derived  advantages  from  a 
Jong  feries  of  active  fervice,  thefe  advantages  were  equally 
on  the  fide  of  the  enemy.  His  army  had  known  what  it 
is  to  be  beaten ;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  if  a  fort  of  wearinefs 
and  defpair  began  to  creep  upon  them,  after  fuch  an  infi- 
nite train  of  unrewarded  fatigues,  when  they  faw  that  fo 
many  wonderful  exploits  had  not  yet  ended  the  war  in 
tneir  favour.  Many  of  his  beft  generals  had  been  killed  in 
battle,  or  died,  or  had  retired,  or  were  difgraced.  The 
hoards  which  he  had  amalTed  before  the  war,  by  this 
time  mull  have  been  intirely  fpent;  his  dominions  muft 
h.ivc  been  greatly  exhaufted,  both  of  men  and  money. 
Saxony  could  no  longer  v:eld  fuch  fupplies  as  formerly. 
The  indigence  of  the  fubdued  inhabitants,  fet  bounds  to 
the  rapLicity  of  the  conqueror.  The  fubfidy  of  Great 
Britain  did  a  great  deal;  but  it  could  not  fupply  the  de- 
ficiencies on  this,  and  on  every  other  fide.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances,  probably,  made  the  King  of  Pruflia  more  cautious 
and  dilatory  than  ufual. 

The  court  of  Vienna  had  as  great  burthens  to  fuftain 
as  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  fhe  had  fuffered  much  greater 
blows.  That  power  has  a  ftrength,  fomewhat  unaccount- 
able and  peculiar  to  herfelf.  More  deficient  in  pecuniary 
funds,  than  any  other  great  power  in  Europe,  fhe  is  better 
able  to  fubfillj  and  to  do  confiderable  things  without  them. 

For 
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For  by  a  long  habit,  the  whole  ftate  is  formed  to  its  necef- 
fities;  and  the  fubje<St  is  more  ready  to  fuppiy  fre<?  quarter, 
and  to  indure  military  licence  than  any  othei.  The  coun- 
try is  abundantly  fruitful  in  all  its  parts.  And  whilft  ihc 
war  is  carried  oil  near  home,  an  arbitrary  government, 
operating  on  fo  extenfive  an  objedt,  can  hardly  fail  of  fuch 
refources,  as  muft  fcrve  an  Auftrian  army;  which  is  ftill 
paid  in  a  great  rtieafure,  as  Tacitus  defcribes  the  troops  of 
the  antient  Germans  to  have  been ;  they  have  a  fUntiful 
table  in  lieu  of  pay.   (a) 

And  indeed  it  muil:  be  owned,  that  there  is  no  Sovereign, 
who  is  more  highly  honoured  in  his  dominions,  or  obeyed 
with  a  greater  mixture  of  love  and  .everence,  by  all  his 
llibje^ls,  than  her  Imperial  Majefty.  So  that  having  a  very 
ample  power,  very  willing  obedience,  a  I  ■  ge  territory  and 
many  men,  not  fufficienrry  employed  in  tne  arts  o\  peace,  it 
perhaps  may  be  gueiled,  in  what  manner  fne  has  been 
able  to  fupply  her  many  and  gi*eai:  lofTes,  and  to  continue  a 
war,  like  the  prefcnt,  better  thun  Itates  more  abundant  in 
money.  She  is  befides,  and  this  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall 
confequence,  fupported  by  the  countenance,  the  authority^ 
and  the  forces  of  the  Empire.  And  (he  has  for  her  allies 
the  firft,  and  moft  formidable  names  in  ].;irope.  In  the 
wars  which  this  power  carried  on  in  the  laft,  and  in  this 
century,  though  ufually  not  very  fuccefsful,  the  has  always 
been  the  lail:  to  deiire  a  peace;  though  frequently  flow 
in  her  operations,  ihe  makes  amends  by  an  extraordinary 
perfeverance. 

This  flov/nefs  coiild  not  cfcape  general  obfervationy  in 
the  a6lions  oi  the  laft  year.  That  the  Auftrians  did  not 
play  with  fujfHcient  fpirit,  the  great  game  which  was  in 
their  hands,  after  the  battle  o{  Hochkirchtn,  and  tne  entry 
of  the  RulTians  into  the  New  Marche  of  Brandenburgh, 
feems  hardly  difputablc.  Perhaps  it  was  that  the  court  of 
Vienna,  by  an  error  common  to  man)  courts,  but  pariicu- 
larly  fo  to  this,  and  often  fatal  to  it,  interfered  too  mucht 
and  too  minutely,  in  the  operations  of  the  campai-gn. 

It  is  not  impcfTible  that  the  characSler  of  Marfhal  Daun 
himfelf,  m.ight  have  had  fome  {hare  in  this  ina6livity;  a 
eharacier  almoil  in  all  things   the  dired:  revcrfe  of  that  of 

his 

(a)  Nam  epulee^  et  quanquam  incomptiy  largi  tamen  apparatus 
p^r»'Jiipendi9  cedunt.     Tacit,  de  nioribus  Germ.  §.  14. 
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his  Pf ufTian  Majefty.  He  faw  that  the  King,  adive,  rcfo* 
lute  and  advantageous,  wafted  himfelf  even  by  that  a(flivity 
and  fpirit,  to  which  he  owed  his  moft  brilliant  fucceffes. 
Should  the  Auftrians  carry  on  the  war  in  the  fame  fpirit, 
they  might  fuffer  in  the  fame  manner,  without  being  ever 
able  to  equal,  much  lefs  to  exceed  that  great  Monarch,  in 
a  ftile  of  action  peculiarly  his  own.  Daun  therefore  by 
principle,  feems  to  have  kept  his  army  from  coming  to 
aftion,  in  order  to  oppofe  a  ftrength  entire,  and  recruited 
by  a  long  reft,  to  that  of  the  King  of  Pruftia,  wafted  by  the 
efforts  it  was  obliged  to  make  incelTantly,  and  on  every 
fide.  His  defign  feemed  to  be,  that  the  ilTue  of  the  war 
fliould  rather  arife  from  the  general  refult  and  concurrence 
of  all  the  operations,  gradually  producing  a  folid  though  a 
flow  advantage,  than  from  the  effects  of  a  bold,  quick,  and 
mafterly  ftroke.  In  fa6l,  the  Auftrians  felt  all  the  benefits, 
and  all  the  ineonveniencies  which  ufually  attend  this  fort  of 
conduct:,  acondu6l  which  probably  loft  them  Saxony  in  the 
laft  campaign,  and  which  has  fecured  them  the  poffeffion 
of  what  they  now  hold  in  that  country.  The  Auftrians 
and  Pruilians  watched  the  time  and  one  another,  and  came 
very  late  to  aition. 

The  court  of  Petern)urg  ftill  adhered  to  its  old  fyftem, 
in  fpite  of  the  late  ill  fuccefs  of  her  arms,  and  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Britifti  minifter,  ta  v/ithdraw  her  from  her  al- 
liance. If  ftie  had  fome  lofs  of  men,  it  was  the  leaft  lofs 
fhe  could  feel :  and  ihe  thought  that  whilft  the  war  was 
carried  on  at  the  expence  of  others,  the  reduction  of  fo  near, 
(o  dreaded,  and  fo  hated  a  rival  as  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and 
the  opportunity  of  the  forming  her  troops  to  fervice,  and 
perfecting  her  officers,  were  objects  of  confequence  enough 
to  keep  her  clofely  attached  to  her  firft  fentiments. 

The  Swedes  preferved  likewife  the  fame  conwexion;  but 
they  continued  as  before,  an  inconfiderable,  and  inglorious 
part  of  the  war. 

Holland  preferved  her  neutrality;  but  it  was  a  neutrality 
little  refpeited,  and  indeed  in  itfelf  little  refpectable.  Di- 
vided in  her  councils,  attentive  only  to  private  interefts,  fhe 
difgufted  the  Englifh,  and  neither  pleafed  nor  ferved  the 
French.  For  fome  of  the  fubjecSts  of  that  republic  had  car- 
ried on  the  trade  of  France  in  their  bottoms,  which  fubje£l- 
ed  them  to  frequent  captures  from  the  Englifti  men  of  war 
and  privateers.     This  prodoced  loud  complaints  in  Holland, 
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and  warm  remonftrances  to  the  court  of  London.  Thefe 
complaints  met  with  little  attention,  being  in  many  refpeds 
but  indifferently  founded.  The  affair  was  drawn  out  in 
length,  until  the  difpute  was  cxtinguifhed  by  the  deftruction 
of  its  object;  fome  of  the  French  colonies  were  reduced, 
and  the  trade  in  the  others,  grown  too  fmall  and  too  hazar- 
dous to  be  continued  longer  with  any  hope  of  advantage. 

The  affairs  of  France  and  England  v/ere  partly  connected 
with  the  general  fvftem,  and  partly  diftincSt  and  independent. 
France  perceived  that  the  ilrength  of  the  Englifh,  and  the 
exertion  of  that  flrength,  increafed  continually  in  America  ; 
fhe  knew  from  the  natural  inferiority  of  her  colonies,  and 
the  feeble  ftatc  of  her  navy,  that  fhe  could  not  in  reafon 
hope  for  great  fuccefs  in  that  quarter;  for  which  reafon, 
although  fhe  fent  a  fleet  under  Monf.  Bompart  into  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  fome  men  of  war,  with  as  m.any  ftore  and 
tranfport  fhips  as  fhe  could  Iteal  out  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, her  great  efforts  v/ere  to  be  made  in  Europe ;  fhe 
had  two  objects,  the  recovery  of  Hanover,  and  the  invafion 
of  thefe  iilands ;  in  either  of  which  if  fhe  fucceeded,  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  but  that  it  would  prove  a  fufficient  bal- 
lance  for  all  that  fhe  had  fuffered,  or  had  to  apprehend  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  object,  though  it  was  diiHcuit 
to  attain  it,  and  though  if  it  ftiould  be  attained,  it  did 
not  promife  to  anfwer  her  purpofes  fo  v/ell  as  the  latter,, 
yet  it  v/as  upon  that  fhe  chiefly  depended.  Hitherto  in- 
deed the  fuccefs  v/hi-ch  France  had  in  Germany,  was  not 
at  all  proportioned  to  the  prodigious  efforts  which  fhe 
made;  fhe  began  to  Rnd  herfelf  much  exhaufted.  The 
wants  of  the  French  obliged  them  to  pay  little  refpect  to 
neutral,  or  even  to  friendly  powers  ;  fo  that  the  efteem 
and  affiftance  which  they  had  in  Germany,  diminifhed  con- 
tinually. They  eat  up  the  country,  and  feizec^  on  fuch 
towns  as  Vv^ere  convenient  to  them,  without  anyxeremony : 
yet  freed  from  all  thefe  reftraints,  their  army  had  made  very 
little  progrefs^  their  generals  had  not  difplayed  any  great 
abilities,  and  their  army,  in  itfelf  very  badly  compofed, 
was  deficient  in  difcipline,  to  a  degree  which  is  fcarcely 
credible.  They  kept  neither  guards  nor  pofts,  nor  cen- 
tinels^  a  great  part  of  their  troops  wandered  from  the 
camp  into  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  returned  drunk. 
Their  councils  of  war  were  held  iu  a  tumultuous  and  difor- 
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derly  manner ;  and  all  their  defigns  were  perfectly  known 
in  the  gamp  of  the  allies,  where  a  very  different  picture 
was  exhibited,  with  regard  to  regularity  and  caution. 

The  French  troops  have  feveral  efiential  defe6ts  in 
their  conflitution,  which  prevent  them  from  equalling 
thofe  of  Germany,  and  other  nations.  Several  regiments 
are- in  a  manner  hereditary  in  great  families,  who  placed  at 
their  tirft  outfet  at  a  very  high  point  of  military  rank,  think 
it  unnecefiliry  to  attain  the  qualifications,  which  lead  others 
to  it  ftep  by  ftep.  As  to  the  reft  of  the  ofHcers,  as  their 
pay  is  fmall  and  their  hopes  little,  fewftudy  the  art  military, 
as  aprofeiTion:  they  ferve  becaufe  it  is  the  fafnion  to  do  fo, 
and  that  it  is  thought  necefiary  to  be  a  gentleman.  Thus 
they  difpatch  their  bufmefs  as  a  difligreeablc  ta(k;  and 
having  little  to  lofe  in  the  fervice,  it  is  almoft  impoflible  to 
preferve  a  due  fubordination.  The  common  men  are  little 
more  than  abject  valTals,  and  therefore  want  that  high  fpirit 
which  in  their  gentry  makes  fome  amends  for  the  want  ct 
knowledge  and  aiTiduity.  And  as  they  are  corrupted  by  the 
example  of  their  fuperiors,  fo  by  their  negligence  they  are 
left  without  any  refli-aint.  The  officers  do  not  chufe  to 
incur  the  ill  v/ill  of  their  men,  or  to  give  themfclves  trouble, 
by  exercillng  that  who] fome  fe verity  in  which  the  health 
and  vigour  o:  military  difcipline  conuft. 

The  Germ-*h  common  people  are  indeed  in  a  ftill  lower 
ftate  of  vaiTalage  tii.cin  the  French,  and  might  therefore  be 
fuppofed  naturally,  no  better  foldiers;  but  their  bodies  are 
more  robull  and  hardy  j  their  treatment  is  fevere  and  rigo- 
rous, their  fubordination  is  moil  exact,  which  makes  their 
difcipline  perfect;  and  Germany  is  fo  habituated  to  war, 
that  all  the  people  may  be  faid  to  be  born  foldiers.  Thefe 
things  give  the  Germans  a  great  fuperiority  over  the  French; 
a  fuperiority  which  was  m.ore  vifible  in  this,  than  in  any 
former  v/ar. 

Thefe  defedts  in  their  arm.y  were  increafed  by  the  low 
ftate  of  their  finances,  which  caufed  their  troops  to  be 
very  ill  paid.  The  French  court  made  fome  attempts  to 
keep  up  their  credit,  by  changing  their  former  methods  of 
raifmg  money.  Mr.  Silhoute  was  made  comptroller  of  the 
finances,  and  the  farm.ers  2;eneral  were  removed  from  their 
former  employment  of  finding  the  fupplies.  New  methods 
were  divifed,  which  mig;ht  ftaveoff  the  entire  ruin  of  their 
finances,  until  their  armies  in  Germanv  could  ftrike  fome 
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efFe6lual  bUw,  or  their  proje6t  of  an  invafion,  which 
quieted  the  minds  of  the  people  in  Ibme  degree,  {hould  be 
put  in  execution. 

With  regard  to  the  latter  project,  France  had  formerly 
found  that  the  bare  report  of  luch  a  defign  had  ferved  many 
material  purpofes;  but  in  England  things  had  fmce  then, 
been  greatly  changed.  The  threats  of  an  invafion  increaf- 
ed  our  internal  ftrength,  without  raifmg  any  apprehenfions  ; 
they  in  a  great  meafure  executed  the  militia  a£l,  which 
hardly  any  thing  elfe  could  have  put  in  execution;  they 
increafed  the  regular  troops,  both  in  their  number  and  their 
ipecies.  England  for  the  firfb  time  faw  light  horfe  and 
light  foot.  There  reigned  in  both  houfes  the  moft  perfect 
and  unprecedented  union.  Among  the  great  men  there 
was  no  difference  that  could  in  the  leaft  affeft  the  conducl 
of  the  war.  The  difpute  concerning  the  preference  of  the 
continental  and  the  marine  fyftem,  was  entirely  filenced; 
becaufe  a  fyftem  took  place  which  comprehended  both,  and 
operated  in  both  as  fully  as  the  warmeft  advocates  of  either 
could  defire.  Never  did  England  keep  a  greater  number 
of  land  forces  on  foot,  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in 
England,  in  America,  when  {he  turned  all  her  power  to  her 
land  forces  only.  Never  did  fhe  cover  the  feas  with  fuch 
formidable  fleets,  when  her  navy  alone  engaged  her  atten- 
tion. Such  is  the  cfFe6l  when  power  and  patriotifm  unite; 
^N\\ti[\  liberty  and  order  kifs\  and  when  a  nation  fits  with  a 
happy  fecurity  under  the  fhade  of  abilities  which  fhe  has 
tried,  ^nd  virtues  in  which  fhe  dares  to  confide. 

c  H  A  P.  ir. 

The  ollUd  army  moves.  Succefsful  fiirmijhes  on  the  fide  of 
the  allies.  Battle  af  Bergen.  Prince  Ferdinand  retires 
to  JVindiken.  Plan  of  the  campaign.  General  JFober- 
fnoius  expedition  into  Poland.  Prince  Henry  s  into  Bo- 
heinia  and  Franconia.  General  Macguire  defeated,  Bam^ 
berg  pillaged.  Prince  Henry  returns  to  Saxony,  Heffe 
abandoned  hy  the  allies. 

THE  feizing  of  Francfort  in  the  laft  year,  by  a  moft 
flagrant  violation  of  the  liberties  of  the  Empire,  had 
given  the  French  and  their  allies  the  moft  material  advan- 
V*§e  they  had  acquired  in  the  ci^mpaigni  for  it  fecured  to 
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them  the  courfe  of  the  Maine,  and  the  Rhine,  and  made  it 
eafy  to  them  to  receive  every   kind   of  reinforcement   and 
fupply.     It   feciired   likewife   that  communication  between 
them,  the  Imperial,  and   the  Auftrian  armies,   and  formed 
jhat  chain,  from  which   they  derived   no  fmall   benefit   of 
mutual  fuccour  and  concurrence  in  their  operations.  Much 
depended   upon   their  being  diflodged  from   that   poft ;    as 
well  with  regard  to  the  fortune  of  his  Britannic   Majcfty's 
army,  as  to  that  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.   Such  a  ftroke  muft 
neceflarily  have  the  greateft  influence  on  the   events  of  the 
whole  enfuing   campaign.     Prince   P'erdinand,  fcnfible   of 
this,  as  foon  as  the   feafon   perm^itted   him  to  enter  upon 
action,  d^ew  his  troops  out  of  their  cantonments ;  and  at 
the  head  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  prepared  to  dillodge  them, 
before  they  could  receive  the  fupplies,  of  which  they  were* 
in  daily  expedation.     The  reft  of  his  army,    confifting  of 
about  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men,  were  left  to  guard  the 
electorate,  and  to  watch  the  biQioprick  of  Munfter.    Some 
detachments  of  Hanoverians  and  Prulnans  had,  in  the  latter 
end  of  February,  driven  the  Imperialifts  and  Auftriansfrom 
the  pofts,  which  they  occupied   at    Erfurth  and  Eifmach, 
and  fome  places  in  the  country  of  Hefie;  this  drew  a  ftrong 
body  of  the  enemy  into  that  part,  which  pufhed  them  back  ^ 
but  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick,   who  led  the  army 
pf  the  allies  through  ways,  before  deemed  impallable  to  an 
army,    defeated    them  in  fome  fevere  (kirmifhes ;    feveral 
places  of  importance  were  taken ;   feveral  whole  battalions 
were  made   prifoners,    with  their  officers.     The  French, 
alarmed  at  the  vivacity  of  this  beginning,  judged  it  but  the 
prelude  to  fomething  more  decifive.    Accordingly  the  Duke 
of  Broglio  took  an  advantageous  poft,  near  Bergen,  at  a 
viDage  between  Francfort  and  Hanau,  which  it  was  necef- 
fary  the  Allies  fhould  mafter,    before  they  could  penetrate 
to  his  line.     This  place  he  had  made  his  right,  and  fecured 
his  flanks  and  centre  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  attack  could 
only  be  made  at  that  village. 

In  this  difpofuion  was  the  French  army  when  the  Allies 
approached;  they  formed  themfelves  under  an  eminence, 
and  began  the  attack  on  the  village  of  Bergen,  between 
nine  and  ten  in  the  morning  with  great  intrepidity.  They 
were  received  with  a  very  fevere  fire,  which  the  encmV 
had  prepared  for  them;  they  made  three  attacks  in  tha 
fpace  of  about  two  hours,  and  were  every  time  repulfed. 

Prince 
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Prince  Ferdinand  now  obferved  that  the  enemy  ftill  kept 
a  good  countenance  in  their  poft,  and  that  his  own  troops 
began  to  fall  into  fome  diforder.  This  able  general,  who 
never  rifqucs  his  fortune  on  a  fingle  throw,  be  gan  to  think 
of  a  retreat,  whilft  his  lofs  was  yet  inconfiderable,  and 
the  diforder  of  his  men  eafily  to  be  repaired.  But  a 
retreat  in  the  face  of  a  viiSorious  enemy,  was  hazardous ; 
and  the  day  was  not  yet  above  half  fpent.  In  this  exigence 
he  made  fuch  movements,  as  ftrongly  indicated  a  defign  of 
falling  once  more  upon  the  village,  in  the  enemy's  right, 
and  of  making  at  the  fame  time  a  new  attack  upon  their 
left.  Thefe  appearances  were  farther  countenanced  by  a 
cannonodc,  on  both  thefe  pofts,  fupported  with  an  uncom- 
mon fury.  The  French  deceived  by  thefe  manoeuvres, 
kept  clofe  in  their  pofts  -,  they  expected  a  rrew  and  a  lively 
attack  every  moment;  they  returned  the  cannonade  as 
brifkly  as  they  could ;  and  in  this  pofture  things  continued 
until  night  came  on,  when  the  prince  made  an  eafy  retreat, 
without  diforder,  or  molcftation,  and  halted  at  Windeken. 
In  this  a6lion  the  lofs  of  the  allies  was  about  two 
thoufand  in  every  way  :  that  of  the  French  was  by  no 
means  lefs  confiderable.  The  allies  indeed  fuftered  no- 
thing in  their  reputation;  their  countenance  through  the 
whole  adion  having  been  excellent.  Prince  Ferdinand 
gained  as  much  honour,  and  difpla^^ed  as  much  (kill,  as 
could  have  been  obtained,  or  fhewn  upon  a  m.ore  fortunate 
occafion.  The  event  however  was,  in  its  confequences,  far 
from  indifferent;  for  the  allies  having  miffed  this  blow, 
the  French  ftill  kept  Francfort,  and  all  advantages  which 
they  drew  from  that  fituation  ;  they  had  time  and  means  to 
receive  their  reinforcements ;  and  they  acquired  in  a  fliort 
fpace  fuch  a  fuperiority,  as  obliged  prince  Ferdinand  to 
content  himfelf  with  acting  on  the  defenfive,  for  a  long 
time  after. 

The  advantages  which  would  have  arifcn  from  another 
iffue  of  that  battle  appeared'more  fully,  from  the  operati- 
ons which  were  carrying  on  the  fide  of  l^ohemiii,  and 
which  probably  were  defigned  to  concur  with  thofe  of  th^ 
prince,  in  fome  grand  and  com.prchcnfivc  fcheme.  There 
is  no  doubt,  that  the -army  of  the  allies,  and  thofe  of  his 
Pruffian  Majefty,  had  determined  to  acSt  in  concert,  and 
bad  fettled  fome  plan  for  thatpurpofe;  and  though  it  (liould 
not  be  difcovered  with  equal  certainty,  what  that  plan  was, 
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it  may  not  however  be  unpleafant  to  trace  it;  as  far  at 
leaii  as  a  rcalbnable  conjecture,  guided  by  the  lights  de- 
rived from  the  tendency  of  each  operation,  may  lead  us. 
For  if  we  fucceed  at  all,  in  fuch  an  attempt,  it  diffufes  at 
wonderful  clearnefs  over  the  whole  narrative. 

It  is  not  impoffible  then,  that  it  was  defigned  in  the  firft 
place,  to  keep  the  Ruffians  at  a  diftance,  until  the  latter  end 
of  the  fummer,  by  the  deftruction  of- their  magazines  in 
Poland.  That  on  the  other  fide  prince  Ferdinand  fliould 
attempt  to  drive  the  French  towards  the  Rhine,  and  to  get 
between  them  and  the  army  of  the  Empire  ^  which  having 
thus  loft  its  communication  with  the  French,  prince  Henry 
fhould  ruin  out  of  Saxony,  and  fall  upon  them  in  Bohemia 
and  Franconia,  and  cut  off  alfo  their  communication  with 
the  great  body  of  the  Auftrians.  Then  the  Imperialifts, 
would  find  themfelves  fituated  between  two  hoftile  and  fu- 
perior  armies;  whilft  in  Bohemia,  Marihal  Daun  would  be 
either  obliged  to  try  his  fortune  fmgle  handed,  with  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  or  totally  to  abandon  that  kingdom,  into 
which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  PrufTians  to  enter,  in  op- 
pofite  parts  at  once. 

The  firft  part  of  this  plan  was  executed  with  great  fpirit 
and  fuccefs.  So  early  as  the  23d  of  February  the  Pruiiian 
general  Woberfnow  marched  into  Poland  from  Glogau  in 
Silefia,  with  forty-fix  fquadrons,  and  twenty-nine  battalions, 
where  they  routed  fome  bodies  of  Coifacks;  and  after  hav- 
ing deftroyed  feveral  immenfe  magazines,  particularly  one 
at  Pofen,  faid  to  be  fufficient  for  the  fubfiftence  of  fifty 
thoufand  men  for  three  moi:ths,  they  retured  without  any 
lofs  into  Silefia,  on  the  i8th  of  April. 

As  for  the  fecond  Att  of  this  military  drama,  it  was  ex- 
ecuted with  as  great  fuccefs,  and  with  fome  advantages 
more  ftriking  than  the  firft.  Prince  Henry  commanded  the 
PrulTian  troops  in  Saxony,  v/hich  the  'public  accounts  called 
forty  thoufand  men.  He  had  certain  intelligence,  that  fom.c 
movements,  which  had  purpofely  been  made  by  the  King 
of  Prufiia,  had  drawn  the  greateft  part  of  the  Auftriari 
troopy,  which  had  been  pofted  as  a  watch  upon  Saxonvy 
tewards  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  He  immediately  took  ad- 
vadtage  of  this  opening,  and  entered  Bohemia  in 
two  columns:  one  marched  towards  Peterfwade:  April  15, 
the  other,  which  was  commanded  by  General 
HulfeBj  made  its  way  by  Pafberg  and  Commottau,     The 
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iirft  penetrated  as  far  as  Lobofchutz,  and  Leitmeritz,  the 
enemy  flying  before  them,  and  every  where  abandoning  or 
burnins;  the  vaft  magazines  which  they  had  amafled  in  all 
thofe  parts. 

The  body  under  General  Hulfen  did  as  much  fervice,  and 
it  had  a  more  adlive  employment.  The  pafs  of  Pafberg, 
flrong  in  itfelf,  was  defended  by  a  confiderable  body  of 
Auftrians.  General  Hulfen  having  conducted  his  cavalry 
by  another  way,  fo  as  to  fall  direftly  on  their  rear,  attacked 
them  with  his  infantry  in  fron.t,  and  drove  them  out  of  all 
their  intrenchments;  one  general,  fifty-one  officers,  and  no 
lefs  than  two  thoufand  private  men^  were  made  prrfoners-- 
on  this  occafion.  The  Pruffian?  loft  but  feventy 
April  22.  men  killed  and  wounded.  They  returned  into 
Saxony  with  hoflages  for  the  contributions  they 
had  exacted. 

After  this  fatiguing  expedition,  the  prince  gave  his  troops 
a  few  days  to  relf,  and  then  led  them  once  more  to  zSi'ion. 
He  dire(d:ed  his  march  through  the  Voigtland,  towards  the 
army  of  the  Empire;  they  entered  Franconia  by  the  way 
of  HofF;  they  attacked  General  Macguire,  who  command-^ 
ed  a  body  of  Auftrians  and  Impcrialifls.     Here  they  were 
bravely  refifted   for  the  whole  day;  but  the  numbers   and 
I'pirit  of  the    PrufTians  prevailing,    Macguire  gladly  took 
advantage  of  the  night  to  make  a  retreat,  having  lofi  about 
five  hundred  m.en.     A  few  fkirmifhes  more  decided  the  fate 
of  Franconia.     The  army  of  the  Empire  retreated,  as  the 
Pruffians  advanced,  and  abandoned  the   rich  bifhoprics  of 
Bamberg  and  Wurtzburg  to  contribution.     The 
May   1 6.  town  of  Bamberg  furrendered   upon  terms;  bu^ 
fome  confufion  happening  before  the  capitulation 
was  compleatlv  finifhed,  a  party  of  Croats  came  to  blows 
with  a  party  of  Pruflians,  who  had   by  this  timie  pofi'clTion 
of  one  of  the  gates;  this  was  refented  as  an  infringement  of 
the   capitulation.     A   pretence  was   given   to   plunder  the 
place;  it  was  given  up  to  pillage,  by  order  of  the  comman- 
ders, for  two  days,  in  a  very  unrelenting   and  licentious 
manner.     This  produced   loud  and  juft  complaints  againft 
the  Pruflians,  and  in  due  time  a  fcvere  retaliation.     Prince 
Henry  had  pufhcd  back  the  army  of  the  Empire,  as   far  as 
Nuremberg;  he   had  difabled   a  great   part  of  ilie  circle  of 
Franconia   from   giving  them  afliflance;    and   thus  far  he 
had  accompliihed  the  obje^s  of    his    expedition.     But  as 
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tiiat  part  of  the  plan,  which  Prince  Ferdinand  was  to  have 
executed,  had  failed,  it  was  impofTible  on  one  hand  to  hinder 
the  French  army  from  fuccouring  that  of  the  Empire,  or 
on  the  other,  to  prevent  a  body  of  Auilrians  from  availing 
themfelves  ot  his  abfeace,  to  penetrate  into  Saxony.  In 
thcfe  circumftanccs  any  farther  ftay  in  Franconia  was  ufe- 
Icis,  and  might  be  dangerous^  His  army,  loaded  with 
booty  and  contribution,  returned  to  their  old  fituation.  The 
Auftrians  retired  into  Bohemia  at  their  approach. 

Appearances  were  hitherto  favourable  enough  to  the 
Pruflians :  however  none  of  the  great  ends  propofed  by  the 
general  plan  were  fully  anfwered.  The  Ruffians,  notwith- 
Itauding  the  deftruction  of  their  magazines,  continued  their 
march  towards  Silefia.  Count  Dohna,  who  had  raifed  great 
contributions  and  levies  in  the  dutchy  of  Mecklenburg,  was 
preparing  to  oppofe  them^  on  the  fide  of  Brandenburgh  ; 
other  parties  under  other  commanders,  were  pofted  at  thofe 
places  where  their  irruption  was  the  moft  apprehended. 
The  approach  of  this  army  brought  things  neaier  and  nearer 
to  a  crilis.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed  with  anxiety 
and  expectation  on  their  progrefs.  It  appeared  the  more 
formidabilc,  becaufe  the  progrefs  of  the  French  arms  v/as 
very  rapid  after  the  battle  of  Bergen. 

Prince  Ferdinand  finding;  that  another  attack  was  not  ad- 
vifeable,  retreated  continualiy.  The  French  polTeired  them- 
felves of  Hefie  without  oppofition;  they  met  as  little  in 
making  their  way  through  the  biihoprick  of  Paderborn;  and 
whilit  their  grand  army,  under  Marfhal  de  Contades,  pufhed 
the  allies  in  that  quarter  and  on  the  fide  of  HefTe,  M". 
d'Armentieres  was  pofted  by  Wefel,  to  advance  on  that  fide 
as  occafion  fhould  require.  The  condition  of  the  allied 
army  was  extremely  dubious;  whilft  the  French  increafed 
in  their  numbers  and  fpirit.  Their  new  fuccefs  gave  them 
reafon  to  hope  for  a  campaign  a*  fortunate  as  that  of  1757. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    III. 

Expedition  to  the  Wejl  Indies  under  Hopfen  and  Moore,  Ac- 
count of  Martinico.  Failure  there.  The  Caufes  of  it. 
Guadabupe  invaded.  Defcription  of  that  if  and.  Baffe 
Terre  attacked  and  burned.     Gen.    Hopfon  dies.     Opcrcai- 

■  ens  agaiift  Grand  Terre.  Several  pajjes  forced.  The  in- 
habitants  capitulate.  Bravery  of  a  French  lady.  Mary- 
galante  taken. 

GREAT  Biitaln  was  not  content  with  the  efforts  which 
fhe  had  made  in  Germany:   America,  the  interefts 
of  which  had  given  rife  to  the  war,  was  the  object   which 
principally    engaged  her    attention.     This  was   indeed  the 
proper  objedl  of  her  natural  ftrength,  and  by  her  fuccefs  in 
this  quarter,  fhe  moft  efFeftually  laid  the  axe  to  the  root  of 
the  enemy's  naval  power,  and  cat  away  one   great  part  of 
the  refources  which  fed  the  war.     A  fquadron  of 
Nov.     nine  fhips  of  the  line,  with  fixty  transports,  con- 
1758.    taining  fix  regiments  of  foot,  in   the   end  of  the 
lalt  year,  failed  for  the  Welt  Indies,  in  order  to 
attack  and   reduce  the  French  Caribbee   iflands.     General 
Hopfon  commanded  the  land  forces;  the  fleet  in  the  ex- 
pedition was  to  be  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  Moore, 
then  in  the  Well  Indies. 

Their  firft  object  was  Martinico,  the  firft  in  reputation 
of  the  French  Caribbees,  the  feat  of  government,  the  centre 
of  all  the  trade  which  Fiance  carries  on  with  thofe  iflands  ; 
strong  both  by  nature  and  art.  This  ifland  lies  in  the  15th 
degree  N.  lat.  The  fhore  is  on  every  fide  indented  with 
very  deep  bays,  which  they  call  Cul  de  Sacs,  and  the  fands, 
only  difcoverable  at  low  water,  form  in  many  places  a  hid- 
den, and  almofl  infurmouhtable  barrier.  A  lofty  ridge  of 
almoft  impaffable  mountains,  runs  north  weft  and  fouth  eaft 
quite  through  the  iiland;  all  the  fpace  on  both  fides  is  inter- 
fe£fed  at  inconfiderable  diftances  with  deep  gullies,  through 
which  the  water  pours  down  in  the  rainy  feafons,  with 
great  impetuofity.  In  other  refpeils,  the  ifland  is  pieafant 
and  fruitful;  well  watered,  and  well  cultivated,  abounding 
with  plantations  and  villages  all  along  the  fea  coaft.  The 
two  principal  places  are  bt.  Pierre,  and  Port  Royal ;  both 
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town  confiderable  in  this  part  of  the  world,  for  then"  mag-  , 
nitude,  trade  and  flrength. 

By  this  fnort  defcription  may  be  difcerned,  how  defirable 
fuch  a  conqueft  was,  and  the  difficulties  which  naturally 
oppofed  themfelves  to  it.  They  were  the  greater,  becaufe 
at  this  time  there  was  in  the  ifland  a  confiderable  number 
of  regular  troops.  They  have  at  all  times  a  numerous  and 
well  armed  militia,  not  contemptible  for  their  difciplinc, 
and  well  fuited  to  the  fervice  of  the  country;  add  to  this, 
that  they  can  bring  into  the  field  a  large  body  of  negroes, 
habituated  to  arms,  and  in  general  well  affedted  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  their  mailers. 

7\he  Englifh  forces  landed  without  opnofition,  on  the 
weft  lide  of  Port  Royal  harbour,  aften  the  men, 
of  war  had  driven  the  enemy  from  their  bat-  Jan.  6. 
teries  and  entrenchments.  But  on  their  landing, 
they  found  that  the  nature  of  the  country  proved  a  greater 
obftrudion  to  their  progrefs,  than  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy, 
Thefe  profound  gullies,  inclofed  by  fteep,  and  almod:  per- 
pendicular precipices,  proved  an  unfurmountable  obftacle  to 
the  regular  march  of  the  troops,  or  the  conveyance  of 
cannon.  The  enemy  had  broke  up  the  roads;  and  five 
miles  of  fuch  roads,  and  through  fuch  an  impracticable 
country,  were  to  be  palTed  before  Port  Royal  could  be  at- 
tacked by  land.  The  commander,  therefore,  of  the  forces, 
judged  the  difncu'tie^  on  the  land-fide  infurmountable;  the 
naval  commander  held  it  impoilible  to  put  the  cannon 
afhore  nearer  to  the  fort.  Some  jealoufy  feems  to  have 
-arifen.  The  refult  of  the  whole  was,  that  the  forces 
were  reimbarked  on  the  day  of  their  landing. 

Very  little  was  done  at  Port  Royal;  but  It  was  hoped, 
thatm.ore  would  be  done  at  St.  Pierre.     They  accordingly 
fet  fail  for  that  place;  but  when  they  had  arrived 
before  it,  and  examined   the  coaft,  new  difficul-         19. 
ties  arofe,  which   produced    a   new    deliberation. 
They    determined    that    the    fort    could    not  be  reduced, 
without   fuch  detriment    to  the  troops   and   the  fhipping, 
that  they  could  afterwards  make  little   ufe  of  their  fuccefs; 
•  and  in  this  they  had  probably  good  reafon.     The  conduct 
of    the  officers   afterwards   plainly   demonflrated,    that  no 
mean   viev/^  had    any  inRuence   on    their    councils;  they 
agreed    to    abandon    their    enterprize    againft    Martinlco. 
But   having  been  foiled  in  this  tiieir  iirfl    attempt,    they 
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refolved  not  to  return  with  the  difgrace  of  having  done 
nothing  worthy  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  armament,  and  the 
expectation  of  their  country.  They  coriildered,  that  the 
ifland  of  Guadaloupe  was  an  objedt,  thoui^h  not  of  fuch  an 
eclat,  of  full  as  much  real  confequence  as  Ivlartinico  ;  and 
they  knew,  that  it  was  neither  fo  ftrong  in  troops  or  forti- 
fications. Their  firft  failure  might  lead  to  ?.ii  advantage,  as 
confiderable  as  that  which  they  had  miffed.  In  purfuance 
of  thefe  refolutlons,  they  fet  fail  for  Guadaloupe. 

The  ifland   is   called  Guadaloupe,  from    a  refemblance 
which  it  bears  to   a  chain  of  mountains  of  the  fame  name 
in  Old  Spain.     To  fpeak  with  exaclnefs,  Guadaloupe  is 
rather  to  be  confidered  as   two  iflands,  divided  from  each 
other  by  a  fmall   arm  of  the  fea,  or  falt-v/ater  river,  not 
above  three  hundred  feet  over  where  it  is  wideft.     One  of 
thefe  iflands  is   called   the   Grand  Terre;  the  other  more 
particularly  and  by  diftinCtion,  Guadaloupe;  they  are  to- 
gether in  a  circle  about  ninety  leagues.     The  firft  is  nearly 
deftitute  of  frefii  water,  and   not  perfe<2:ly   cultivated  j   but 
it  is  otherwife  with   Guadaloupe.     No  part  of  the  world 
is    furnifhed  with    more  or    better.     No    lefs  than    fifty 
rivers,   in  that  fmall  circuit,  throw  themfelves  into  the  fea  ; 
many  navigable    by   boats,  for   two,  fome  even  for  three 
leagues  into  the  country.     Not  to  mention  the  numberlefs 
fprings  which  rife  among  the  rocks,  and,  after  a  thoufand 
beautiful  meanders,  lofe  themfelves    in   the  larger  ftreanjs. 
The  firft  accounts  which  we  have  of  that  country,  are  iavifh 
in  the  defcription  of  its  beauties ;  and  the  latcft  agree  with 
them,  that  no  part  of  the  Weft   Indies,  perhaps  of   the 
world,  affords  more   agreeable  and  romantic  fcenes.     It  is 
full  of  high  mountains;  one  of  which  towers  far  above  the 
reft,  and  is  a  volcano,  continually  emitting  fmoke  and  fire. 
From    hence  they  have  confiderable  quantities  of  fulphur. 
They  have  alfo  hot  baths,  fit  for  all  the  medicinal  purpofes 
in  which  fuch  waters  are  ufed.     The  land  in  the  vailcys  is 
extremely  fertile;   it   produces  the  ufual  Weft  India  com- 
modities, fugar,  indigo,  coffee,  cotton,    and   ginger:     the 
mountains  abound  with  game:   fo  that  there  is  nothing   in 
the  ifland  wanting,  for  the  convenience  and  delight  of  life, 
in  an  air  more  temperate  and  falubrious  than  is   commonly 
breathed  between  the  tropics. 

The  French  began  to  plant  colonies  in  this  ifland  as  early 
as  the  year  1632.     But  for  a  long  time  this,  together  with 
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ail  their  other  colonies,  continued  in  a  languiftiing  condi- 
tion.    It  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  preit^nt  century,  that 
they    began   to  emerge.      After  the  peace   of  Utrecht  had 
given    France    time    to    lireathe,    Ihe  turned   her  attention, 
itrongly  to  thele  iflands;  Guadaloupe  partook  however  lefs 
of  this  care  than  Martinico,  and  yet,  by  its  naturL.1  advan- 
tages, it  does  not  fall  iliort  of  that    iiland,  neither  in  the 
quantity,  or   the  goodnefs   of  its   produce;  if  it  does  not 
greatly  exceed  it  in  both;  as  it  certainly  does  in  its  capacity 
to  receive  all   forts   of  improvement.     The  importance  of 
this  iflaiui,  until  its  late  conqiiefi:,  vv'as  very  little  known  in 
England.     The  reafon  v/as  this.   By  an  old  regulation,  the 
people  of  Guadaloupe   were   forbid   to   trade  directly  vv^ith 
Europe,    but  were   obliged  to   fend  all   their    produce   to 
Martinico,    from   whence    they    had  all   their   European 
commodities.     A   ftrange  regulation,  to   be  continued  in 
an  age  ib  enlightened  as  this,  by   a  nation  fo  enlightened 
as  France. 

TheEnglifh  made  attempts  upon  this  iiland  in  1691,  and 
1703;  but  they  were  neither  powerful  enough,  nor  con- 
dudted  with  fufRcient  ability  to  produce  any  permanent  ef- 
fect; the  troops  wafted  the  country,  and  retired  with  their 
booty.  But  on  the  occafion,  of  which  we  are  going  to 
fpeak,  they  were  more  able,  ftrong,  and  fortunate. 

On  the  23d  of  January   the  fleet   came    before  the  town 
of  BalTe  Terre,  the  capital  of  the  iiland,  a  place,  of  confi- 
derable  extent,  large  trade,  and  defended  hy   a  ftrong  for- 
trefs.     This  fortrefs,  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer, 
was  not  to  be  reduced  by  the  dipping.     But  Commodore 
Moore,  notvvithilanding  this  opinion,   brought  four  men  of 
war  to  bear  upon  the  citadel;  the  reil  were  difpofed  againit 
the  town,  and  the  batteries  which  obifrucled  the  landing. 
About  nine  in  the  morning  a  fire    from  all  fides  began, 
"which  continued  with  the  utmoll:  fury  until  night,  when 
the  citadel,  and  all  the  batteries,  were  efFedlually  filenced. 
During   this  cannonade  the  bombs,  that  were  continually 
fhowered  upon  the  town,  fet  it  on  fire  in  feveral  places.     It 
burned  without  interruption  the  whole  of  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing day;  when  it  was  almoft  totally  reduced  to   afhes. 
The  lofs  was  prodigious  from  the  number  of  warehoufes  in 
the  town,  full  of  rich,  but  combuftible  materials.    Nothing 
could  be  more  ftriking,  than  the  horror  of  the  fpe£i-.c!e^ 

from 


150  ne  History  of  the  War.'  '^7B9» 

from  the  mutual  and  unremitted  fire  of  fo  many  great  fhips 
and  batteries,  heightened  with  a  long  line  of  flames,  which 
extended  along  the  fliore,  and  formed  the  back  ground  of 
this  terrible  picture. 

In  this  lively  enoagement,  our  lofs  was  very  inconfidera- 
ble.  Tiie  next  day  the  forces  landed  without 
Jan.  24.  oppofition,  and  took  pofiefTion  of  the  town  and 
citadel.  Notvvithftanding  this  fuccefs,  the  ifland 
v/as  far  from  being  reduced.  The  country  is  rup;ged  and 
mountainous,  and  abounded  with  paffes  and  defiles,  of  a 
diHicult  and  dangerous  nature.  The  inhabitants  had  retired 
with  their  armed  negroes  into  the  mountains;  and  all 
feemed  prepared  to  defend  their  pofTeffions  bravely,  and  to 
the  laft  extremities. 

General  Hopfon  died  on  the  27th  of  February,  and  Ge- 
neral Barringion  fucceeded  him.  He  embarked  part  of  his 
forces  for  the  Grand  Terre,  where  Colonel  Cromp  attack- 
ed and  reduced  the  towns  of  St.  Anne,  and  St.  Francois ; 
whilft  this  attack  diverted  the  enemy's  attention,  the  Gene- 
ral fell  upon  the  ftrong  poft  of  Gofier,  and  poilefTed  him- 
fclfof  it;  and  thus  the  Grand  Terre  was  in  a  manner  re- 
duced, and  difabied  from  fending  any  relief  to  the  other 
part. 

There  is  a  confiderable  mountain,  not  far  from  the  town 
of  BafTe  Terre,  called  Dos  d'Afne,  orthe  Afie's  Back;  thi- 
ther a  great  part  of  the  enemy  had  retired.  It  is  a  poft  of 
great  ftrength,  and  great  importance,  as  it  keeps  a  watch 
upon  the  town,  and  at  the  fame  time  forms  the  only  com- 
munication there  is  between  that  town,  and  the  Capes 
Terre,  the  plaineft,  pleafanteft,  and  moft  fruitful  part  of 
the  whole  ifland.  It  was  not  j-udged  practicable  to  break 
into  it  by  this  way;  and  all  the  reft  of  Guadaloupe  was  in 
the  enemy's  pofl'effion.  Therefore  a  plan  was  formed  for 
another  operation,  by  which  it  was  propofed  to  furprize 
Petit  Bourg,  Goyav^,  and  St.  Mary's,  and  by  that  way  to 
march  into  Capes  Terre,  which  might  be  eafily  reduced. 
But  this  defign  failing,  it  was  necelTary  to  attempt  thofe 
places  by  main  force.  Col.  Clavering  and  Col.  Crump 
landed  jiear  Arnonville,  and  attacked  the  enemy,  ftrongly 
intrenched  at  a  poft,  ftrong  by  nature,  called  Le  Coriie. 
This  was  forced;  another  intrcnchment  at  Petit  Bourg  had 
the  fame  fate;  a  third  near  St.  Mary's  yielded  in  the  iame 
inanncr.     An   opening   being   at  laft  made  injo  the  Capes 
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•Terre,  the  inhabitants  faw,  that  the  beft  part  of  the  coun- 
try was  on   the  point  of  being  given  up  to  nre  and  fword; 
they  came   in    and  capitulated ;  their  pofTeffions, 
a,iid  their  civil  and  religious  liberties  were  granted    May  i. 
to  them. 

Three  fmall  Iflands,  near  Guadaloupe,  Defeada, 
Santos  and  Petite  Terre,  furrendered  a  few  days     19th. 
after,  and  on  the  lame  terms. 

This  capitulation  was  hardly  figned,  when  the  Frencli 
fquadron  under  M.  Bompart  appeared  before  the  ifland, 
and  landed  at  St.  Anne's,  in  the  Grand  Terre,  the  Gene- 
ral of  the  French  Caribbees,  with  fix  hundred  regular 
troops,  two  thoufand  buccaneers,  and  a  large  quantity  6i 
arms  and  ammunition.  The  capitulation  was  made  at  the 
moil  critical  time;  for  had  this  reinforcement  arrived  but 
a  day  fooner,  the  whole  expedition  had  probably  titQVi 
lolt. 

Thus  came  into  the  pofleffion  of  Great  Britain,  this 
valuable  ifland,  after  a  campaign  of  near  three  months,  in 
which  the  Englifti  troops  behaved  with  a  firmnefs,  cou- 
rage and  perfeverance,  that  ought  never  to  be  forgotten. 
Intolerable  heat,  continual  fatigue,  the  air  of  an  unaccuf- 
tomed  climate,  a  country  full  of  lofty  mountains  and  fteep 
precipices,  polls  fl:rong  by  nature  and  by  art,  defended  by 
m.en  who  tought  for  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  them  ; 
all  thefe  difficulties  only  increafed  the  ardour  of  our  forces, 
who  thought  nothing  impoflible  under  commanders,  who 
were  not  more  diflinguifhed  for  their  intrepidity  and  (kill, 
than  their  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  the 
perfect  harmony  and  good  underflanding  that  fubfifted  be- 
tween theni.  There  is  nothing  perhaps  fo  necelTary  to  in- 
fpire  confidence  into  the  foldier,  as  to  obferve  that  the  of- 
firers  have  a  perfect  confidence  in  one  another  (a)  ■ 

It 


(a)  The  Hon.  Gen.  Barrington^  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Pitt,  particularijing  his  proceedings  at  Guadaloupe,  May 
9>  1759- 

IN  my  laft  letter  of  the  6th  of  March,  I  had  the  honour  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  the  troops  under  my  command  at  Guadaloupe, 
(except  the  garrifga  of  Fort  Rojal)  were  all  embarked,  with 

their 
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It  muft  not   be  omitted,  that   many  of  the  inhabitants 

exerted  themfelves    very   gallantly    in  the  defence   of  their 

country.     A  woman,  a  confiderable  planter  in  the  ifiand, 

parti- 


their  baggage,  {5'r.  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  The  fleet  failed 
the  next  morning  for  Fort  Louis y  but  from  the  very  great  difficul- 
ty of  turning  to  windward,  were  not  able  to  reach  it  till  the  i  ith, 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  ail  the  fhips  of  war,  but  only  25 
of  the  tranfports,  came  to  an  anchor;  the  others  were  either 
driven  much  to  leeward,  or  prevented  by  the  winds  and  llrong 
currents  from  weathering  the  point  of  Saintes. 

I  went  on  fhore  at  Fort  Louis  that  evening  to  fee  the  Fort,  and 
the  works  carrying  on  by  the  detachment  that  had  already  been 
fent  thither  from  Bafeierre. 

Gn  the  12th,  I  went  in  a  boat  to  reconnoitre  t?ie  two  coafts  of 
this  Bay,  as  well  the  Grand  Terre  fide,  as  that  of  Guadaloupe^  to 
find  a  proper  place  for  making  a  defcent ;  but  Commodore  Mocre 
having  acquainted  me  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived certain  intelligence  of  a  French  fquadion  of  fkips  of  war, 
confifting  of  sine  fail  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  being  feen  %o 
the  northward  of  Barbadces.  and  that  it  was  therefore  neceiTary 
for  him  to  quit  this  place,  with  all  the  fliips  of  war  under  his  com- 
mand, and  go  into  Prince  Rupert's  Bay^  in  the  illand  of  DominicOf 
es  3  fituation  more  advantageous  for  the  protedion  of  Bajfeterrgy 
^nd  this  place,  as  well  as  the  Englijh  iflands;  I  thought  it  advife- 
able  the  next  day  to  call  together  the  General  Officers  to  confider 
what,  in  our  prefent  fituation,  was  beft  to  be  done,  and  it  was 
determined;  notwithiianding  the  divided  fiate  of  the  troops  by 
the  feparation  of  the  tranfparts,  the  weak  Hate  of  Fort  Lcuis, 
and  the  impoflibility  of  fupplyingit  with  water  but  from  the  fhips, 
and  the  many  difficulties  which  then  appeared,  that  it  would  be 
moft  for  his  Majelly*s  fervice,  and  the  honour  of  his  arms,  to  do 
the  utmoft  to  keep  poliefTion  of  the  Fort,  and  to  wait  fome  further 
intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

Commod®re  Mcore  failed  the  next  morning  for  Prince  Rupert's 
Bay,  with  all  the  fhips  of  war,  except  the  Rccbuck  of  40  guns, 
which  he  left,  as  fome  prctedtion  to  the  tranfports. 

From  this  time  to  the  17th,  I  continued  to  diredl  works  to  be 
made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  camp,  and  for  the  finifhing,  as  well 
as  ftrengthening  the  lines,  when,  the  chief  engineer,  who  was  on 
board  one  of  the  tranfports  that  could  not  before  get  up,  being 
arrived,  and  having  made  to  me  a  report  of  the  weaknefs  of  the 
Fort,  I  thought  it  uecefTary  to  call  a  council  of  war  to  confider 
the  Hate  thoreof;  and  it  being  deljated  vvhether  the  Fort   might 

no& 
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particularly  diitingulfhed  herfclf;  fhe  was  called  Madam 
Duchanney:  this  amazon  put  herfelf  at  the  head  of  her  fer- 
vants  and  ilaves,  and  acquitted  herfelf  in  a  manner  not  in- 
ferior to  the  braveft  men. 

Soon 


not  be  made  tenable,  and  kept  as  a  garrifon  for  his  Majeily^s  ier- 
vice,  on  a  more  circumfcribed  plan,  though  it  appeared  impoffi- 
ble  to  keep  it  in  the  prefent  extent  of  out-pofts;  it  was  determin- 
ed, after  much  coniideration,  that  from  its  weaknefs  and  bad  con- 
llrudlion,  its  being  commanded  by  feveral  heights  very  contiguous 
to  it,  as  well  as  the  great  difficulty  (I  may  indeed  fay  the  impofG- 
biiity)  of  procuring  for  the  prefent,  and  eilabliihing  a  conftant 
fupply  of  water,  and  ether  more  neceifary  things  for  the  fupport 
and  defence  of  a  garrifon  in  this  part  of  the  world,  not  to  be  te- 
nable. However,  Sir,  I  was,  determined  to  hold  it,  until  fome 
futyre  event  might  convince  me  what  was  bed  to  be  done  for  his 
Majefly's  fervice. 

I  receded  on  the  ilate  of  the  army  under  my  command,  and  of 
the  little  probability  there  was  of  fucceeding  m  any  attempt  of 
reducing  the  country  hy  the  troops  I  had,  without  the  afliilance 
of  the  fhips  of  war  to  cover  them  in  landing.  But  however  I  de- 
termined to  make  a  defcent  on  the  coail  of  Grand  Terre  ;  and  for 
that  parpofe  I  ordered  Col.  Crump,  with  a  detachment  confifting 
of  600  men,  to  go  in  fome  of  the  tranfports  that  carried  moi^ 
guns,  and  endeavour  to  land  between  the  towns  of  St.  Anne  tlvA 
St.  Francois,  and  deftroy  the  batteries  and  cannon,  which  was 
happily  executed  with  very  little  lofs. 

As  I  imagined  by  my  fending  Col.  Crump  to  attack  the  towns  of 
St.  Anne  and  St.  Francois,  the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  detach 
fome  of  their  troops  from  the  poft  of  Gojier,  I  ordered,  two  days 
after  he  failed,  the  only  300  men  1  had  left  to  be  put  on  board 
tranfports,  and  lye  oiFthat  town;  and  in  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
I  went  to  reconnoitre  the  battery  and  intrenchments,  and  per- 
ceiving that  the  enemy  appeared  Isfs  numerous  than  for  fome  time 
before,  1  made  a  difpofition  for  forcing  them  by  two  different  at- 
tacks. This  was  executed  the  next  morning  at  fun-rifmg,  with 
great  fpirit  and  refolution  by  the  troops ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
lire  of  the  enemy  from  their  intrenchments  and  battery,  both  were 
foon  earned  with  little  lofs,  and  the  enemy  drove  into  the  woods. 
The  troops  immediately  deilroyed  the  cannon  and  battery,  with 
the  town. 

This  being  happily  effedled,  I  ordered  the  detachment  to  force 
its  way  io  l^oti  Louis;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  f«nt  orders  for  the 

U  garrifoa 
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Soon  after  the  redu6tion  of  Guadaloupe,  the 
ifland   of    Marigalante    furrendered    itfelf    upon  May  26. 
terms  fimilar  to  thofe  which  were  granted  to  the 

former 


garrifon  to  make  two  failles,  one  to  the  right,  in  order  to  put  the 
enemy  between  two  iires,  and  the  other  to  attack  their  lines,  as  I 
knew  that  which  1  had  juilmade  would  oblige  them  to  fend  troops 
to  oppofe  our  paflage  on  that  fide.  The  firil  was  made,  but  the 
latter,  by  fome  miitake,  was  not  executed;  which,  had  it  been 
done,  we  mult  have  inevitably  been  in  polTefrion  of  their  lines. 
The  detachment  from  Gcjier  forced  their  paflage  with  fome  lofs, 
notwithllanding  a  very  ftrong  pafs  that  the  enemy  were  pofiefTed 
of,  and  took  poUeffion  of  a  battery  of  three  24-pounders,  which 
would,  the  next  day,  have  played  upon  our  camp. 

Governor  Dejlri/ay,  whom  1  had  left  at  Fort  Royal  in  Baffeter- 
rct  having  been  killed  by  the  blowing  up  of  fome  cartridges  that 
took  fire  from  the  wadding  of  a  24-poander  that  was  difcharged 
from  the  upper  baftion  of  Fort  Royal,  at  a  body  of  the  enemy, 
on  the  23d  of  March,  I  appointed  Major  Meluill,  who  command- 
ed the  detachment  of  the  38  th  regiment  from  the  Lee-ujard  Ijlandsy 
to  be  governor  in  his  room.  Major  Trollone,  a  lieut.  of  the  63d 
regiment,  and  two  private  men,  were  likewife  killed  by  this  ac- 
cident; and  a  capt.  another  lieut.  and  3  men  wounded:  And  the 
parapet  of  that  baflion  levelled  with  the  ground  by  the  explo- 
sion. 

At  the  fame  time  that  I  was  acquainted  with  this  accident,  I 
was  told,  that  the  enemy  had  ereded  a  bomb-battery,  and  thrown 
ieveral  fliells  into  the  fert;  and  that  they  had,  for  fome  time 
paft,  been  working,  as  the  garrifon  fufpefted,  upon  another  bat- 
tery; I  therefore  ordered  Govenor  Mehi/l  to  caufe  a  fortie 
(fally)  to  be  made  from  the  garrifon  in  order  to  deftroy  it.  Ac- 
cordingly a  detachment  of  300  men  fallied  out  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Blomer,  on  the  ifl:  of  April,  and  without  much 
difficulty  forced  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  and  got  into  the  work, 
which  proved  to  be  a  battery  of  one  i8-pounder,  and  one  12 
nearly  compleated.  Our  peop^'*  Spiked  the  guns,  and  returned  to 
the  garrifon  with  the  lofs  of  only  fix  men  killed,  and  fix  wound- 
ed. 

As  I  thought  the  fort,  by  this  accident,  might  want  the  afTiIl- 
anceof  the  chief  engineer,  I  fent  him  thither  immediately,  as  well 
as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  artillery,  that  no  time  might  be 
loll  in  putting  it  again  in  a  proper  Itate  of  defence. 

The  remaining  part  of  jhe  tranfports,  with  the  troops,  being 

now 
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former  ifland.    This  is  a  fmall  place,  but  the  conquefl  is  of 
confequence,  as  the  French  by  this  are  left  no  footing  in  the 
Leeward  iflands:  Martinico  is  one  of  thofe  to  the  wind- 
ward. 


now  arrived;  nine  having  come  on  the  23d  of  March,  and  the 
others  by  one  or  two  in  a  day;  as  I  had  long  intended,  fo   foon 

as  it  was  in  my  power  to  make  an  attack  on  the  Gaudaloupe  fide, 
as  the  enemy  had  there  fome  polls  of  infinite  confequence,  J  form- 
ed, upon  the  information  of  feme  Negroes^  who  pi  omifed  to  con- 
du£l  the  troops  in  flat-bottom  boats  by  night,  a  defign  of  furpriz- 
ing  Petit  Bourg.  Guoya^vey  and  St.  Marieh,  at  the  fame  time. 
The  firft  was  to  be  effeded  by  Brig.  Crnmp,  who,  the  moment  he 
had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it,  was  to  march  to  bay  Mahaut,  and 
deftroy  the  batteries  there,  as  well  as  a  large  magazine  of  provifi- 
ORs  that  the  enemy  had  coiledted  from  the  Dutch,  and  to  hinder 
any  more  arriving :  The  latter,  under  Brig.  Cla-vering,  after  he 
had  furprifed  St.  Marie's  and  Gttoya-ve,  was  to  march  into  the 
Capejlerre,  and  reduce  that  fine  country.  The  fuccefs  of  this  ap- 
peared not  only  to  me,  but  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  to  exe- 
cute it,  almofl:  infallible :  But  the  night  proved  fo  bad,  and  the 
Negroe  condudlors  were  fo  frightened,  that  they  run  feveral  of 
the  boats  on  the  flioals,  of  which  that  ccaft  is  full;  fo  that  tho' 
Brig.  Cla^jcring  did  land  with  about  80  men,  yet  the  place  was 
fo  full  of  mangroves,  and  fo  deep  in  mud,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  refarn,  but  not  without  the  enemy's  difcovering  our  defign. 

This  obliged  me  to  attempt  by  force,  what  could  not  be  effe£l- 
ed  upon  a  fafer  plan  :  Bur  as  I  then  was  laid  up  in  a  moft  fevere 
lit  of  the  gout  in  my  feet,  head,  and  ilomach,  I  fent  Brigadiers 
Clu-jcring  and  dump  to  reconnoitre  the  coaft  near  Arno'ville\ 
and  upon  their  report,  I  ordered  1300  regulars,  and  150  of  the 
Antigua  volunteers,  to  land  under  the  protedion  of  the  Wool- 
wich man  of  war:  What  happened  afterwards,  you  will  fee  by 
the  following  letter  which  1  received  at  Petit  Bourg  from  Brig, 
Cla--uering,  on  the  25  th  of  Ap^-il. 

At  M.  Pojen'sy  Capefterre,  Gaudahvps^  April li^,   ^759* 

S    I    R, 

ON  Thurfday  the  1 2th  of  April,  at  day-break,  I  landed  with 
the  troops  which  you  put  under  my  orders,  conlifling  of 
1300  men,  exclufive  of  the  Antigua  volunteers,  at  a  Bay  not  far 
diftant  from  Arno<oiUe.     The  enemy  made  no  oppofulon  to  our 

U  2  land* 
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ward.  Thafe  beginnings  were  happy  ©mens  of  the  fuccefs 
of  the  more  important  undertaking,  which  was  to  be  carried 
on  in  another  part  of  America.     The  reputation  of  our 

arms- 


landing,  but  retired,  as  our  troops  advar.ced,  to  very  flrong  in- 
trenchments  behind  the  river  Le  Corn.     This  pofl  was  to  them  of 
the  greateft  importance,  as  it  covered  the  whole  country  to  the  bay 
Mahauty  where  the  provifions  and  fupplies  of  all  ibrts  were  land- 
ed from  St.  Eujlatia,  and  therefore  they  had  very  early  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  it,  and  had  fpared  no  pains  to  ftrengthen    it,  though 
the  fituation  was  fuch  as   required  very  little  aifiilance  from  art. 
The  river  was  only  accefTible  at  two  narrow  pafTes,  on  account 
of  a  morafs  covered  with  mangroves,  and  thofe  places  they  had 
occapied  with  a  redoubt  and  well  pallifaded  intrenchments,  de- 
fended with  cannon,  and  all  the  militia  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try.     We  could  only  approach  them  in  a  very  contrafted  front, 
which  was  at  leaft  reduced  to  the'  breadth  of  the  roads,  inierfeft- 
ed  with  deep  and  wide  ditches.    Oar  artillery,  which  confifted  of 
four  field  pieces  and  two  hawbitzers,  were  ordered  to  keep  a  con- 
jftant  fire  on  the  top   of  the  intrenchments,  to  cover  the  attack 
made  by  Ditroureh  regiment  and  the  Highlanders,   who,  on  this 
occafion,  behaved  v^'ith  the  greateft  (?oolnefs  and  refolution,  keep- 
ing up,  as  they  advanced,  a  regular  platoon  firing.  This  behavi- 
our fo  intimidated  the  enemy,  that  they  abandoned  the  firft  in- 
trenchmcnt  on  the  left,  into  which  the  Highlanders  threw   them- 
felves,  fword  in  hand,  and  purfued  the  enemy,  with  part  of  Du- 
rDure\  regiment,  into  the  redoubt. 

The  enemy  ftili  kept  their  ground  at  their  intrenchments  on  the 
right,  from  whence  they  annoyed  our  people  very  much,  both 
with  mufquetry  and  cannon  ;  and  though  thofe  v/ho  had  carried 
the  firft  intrenchments  had  got  into  their  rear,  yet,  till  a  bridge 
could  be  made  to  pafs  the  river,  they  could  not  get  round  to  at- 
tack this  poft.  This  took  us  up  rear  half  an  hour ;  but  however 
we  got  up  time  enough  to  take  near  70  of  the  enemy  prifo- 
ners,  as  they  were  endeavouring  to  make  their  efcape,  amongft 
whom  were  fome  of  the  moll  confiderable  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland. 

We  found  in  both  the  intrenchments  fix  pieces  of  cannon.  Our 
lofs  was  one  ofiicer  and  1 3  men  killed,  and  two  ofiicers  and  5  2 
men  wounded. 

So  foon  as  the  ditches  could  be  filled  up  for  the  paflage  of  the 
artillery,  we  proceeded  on  our  march  towards  Petit  Bourg.  A 
confiderable  number  of  the  enemy  had  lined  an  inuenchment 

about 
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arms  there,  except  in  the.  redudlion  of  Louifburg,  had 
hitherto  not  been  very  great.  Bat  other  commanders  were 
now  appointed,  and   other  maxims    prevailed.     Hov/ever, 

we 


about  half  a  mile  on  the  left  of  the  road,  but  when  they  perceived 
we  were  endeavouring  to  furround  them,  they  abandoned  it, 
keeping  always  about  200  yards  in  our  front,  fetting  lire  to  the 
fugar  canes,  which  obliged  us  more  than  once  to  leave  the  road, 
to  avoid  any  accident  to  our  powder. 

The  troops  arrived  late  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Le%.ard,  be- 
hind which,  at  the  only  ford,  the  enemy  had  thrown  up  very 
ftrong  intrenchments,  protecled  with  four  pieces  of  cannon  on  the 
hill  behind  them. 

Having  reconnoitred  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  finding  it  might 
coft  us  very  dear  to  force  the  paiTage  at  the  ford,  I  therefore  kept 
up  their  attention  all  the  night  by  firing  into  their  lines,  daring 
which  time  I  got  two  Canoes  conveyed  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
down  the  river,  where  being  launched,  we  ferryed  over,  before 
break  of  day  in  the  morning,  a  fufhcient  number  of  men  to  at- 
tack them  in  flank,  whilll  we  fhouid  do  the  fame  in  front :  The 
enemy  foon  perceived  their  danger,  and  left  their  intrenchments 
with  the  greatert  precipitation. 

Thus  we  pafled  without  the  lofs  of  a  man,  Itiil  purfuing  them 
to  Fetit  Bcurg,  which  place  they  had  fortified  with  lines,  and  a 
redoubt  filled  with  cannon. 

We  found  Capt.  U-vedale  there,  in  the  G  ar.ada  bomb,  throw- 
ing Ihells  into  the  Fort.  The  enem.y  did  not  reniain  in  it  long, 
when  they  faw  our  intention  of  occupying  the  heights  round  them, 
but  left  us  mailers  of  that,  and  the  Fort,  v/ith  all  tlie  cannon 
round  the  place. 

We  halted  here  the  14th,  to  get  pro\dfions  for  the  troops. 
On  the  15th,  at  day  break.  Brig.  Crump  was  detached  with 
700  men  to  the  bay  Mahaut,  and  at  the  fame  time  Capt.  Steel 
with  100  io  Guoyanje^  about  7  miles  in  our  front,  to  deftroy  a 
battery  there.  The  panick  of  the  enemy  was  fuch,  that  they 
only  difcharged  their  cannon  at  him,  and  abandoned  a  poft  that 
might  have  been  defended  againft  an  army.  He  nailed  up  7  pie- 
ces of  cannon,  and  returned  the  fame  evening  to  Petit  Bourg^ 
Brig.  Crump  returned  likewife  the  next  day  with  his  detachment 
from  the  bay  Mahaut,  where  he  found  the  town  and  batteries 
abandoned.  Thefe  he  burnt,  with  an  immenfequandty  of  provi- 
iions,  that  had  been  landed  there  by  the  Datchy  and  reduced  tii*- 
whole  country,  as  far  as  Petit  Bourg. 

The 
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we  poftpone  the  narrative  of  thefe  very  intcrefting  events, 
to  confider  thofe  which  intervened  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope, in  which  too  we  are  to  fee  our  arm^no  lefs  diflin- 

guiftied  'y 


The  heavy  rains  on  the  fucceeding  days  had  fo  fwelled  the  ri- 
vers, that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  tioops  to  advance;  however, 
this  delay  gave  us  an  opportunity  of  ftrengthening  the  poft  at 
Petit  Bourg. 

On  the  18th  in  the  evening,  the  Antigua  volunteers  took  pofTef- 
lion  again  oiGuoyanje;  they  were  fupported  early  the  next  morn- 
ing by  a  detachment  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Barlonjo^  who 
had  orders  to  repair  the  road  for  the  paffage  of  the  cannon. 

On  the  20th,  after  leavin  250  men  to  guard  Petit  Bcurg,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  detachment,  with  the  cannon,  moved  on  to 
Guoya'vey  in  order  to  proceed  afterwards  to  St.  Marie  s^  where 
%ve  were  informed  the  enemy  were  collecting  their  whole  force  to 
oppofe  us,  and  had  likewife  thrown  up  intrenchments,  and  made 
barricadoes  on  the  road  to  prevent  our  approach  to  it.  We  were 
not  long  before  we  perceived  them ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  we 
found,  as  well  by  our  own  obfervation,  as  by  the  information  of 
the  guides,  that  it  was  not  impoffible  to  get  into  their  rear  by 
roads  the  enemy  thought  impradicable,  and  confequently  had 
guarded  with  very  little  care. 

A  detachment  was  immediately  formed  under  Col.  BarIoi.Vy  for 
this  fervice,  and  orders  were  fent  to  haften  the  march  of  the  ar- 
tillery, which,  from  the  badnefs  of  the  roads,  had  not  been  able 
to  get  up.  The  firfl  fliot  from  our  cannon,  placed  very  near  their 
intrenchment,  with  the  alarm  that  was  given  by  our  detachment 
in  the  rear,  made  the  enemy  very  foon  fenfible  of  the  dangerous 
fituation  they  were  in,  and  indeed  their  precipitate  flight  only  fa- 
ved  them  from  being  all  taken  prifoners. 

Wepurfued  them  as  far  as  the  heights  of  St.  Marie's,  where 
we  again  formed  our  men,  for  a  frefti  attack  on  the  lines  and  bat- 
teries there. 

Whilft  the  barricadoes  were  levelling  for  the  artillery,  we  at- 
tempted a  fccond  time  to  pafs  the  woods  and  precipices  that  co- 
vered the  flanks  of  the  enemy's  lines ;  but,  before  we  could  get  up 
our  cannon,  they  perceived  our  movement,  and  began  to  quit  their 
lines  to  oppofe  it,  which  made  us  refolve,  without  any  further 
delay,  to  attack  them  immediately  in  front;  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly executed  with  the  greatefl  vivacity,  notwithftanding  the  con- 
ftant  firing  of  both  their  cannon  and  mufquetry.  They  abandon- 
ed here  all  their  artillery,  and  went  oft*  in  fo  much  confufion,  that 
they  never  afterwards  appeared  before  us. 

We 
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guifhed;  and  to  behold  England  emerging  from  the  rub- 
bifh  of  lov/  principles  and  timid  conduct,  once  more  become 
the  pride  and  terror  of  Europe,  and  a£ting  in  a  manner 
not  unworthy  the  molt  illuftrious  periods  of  her  hiftory. 

CHAP. 


We  took  up  our  quarters  at  St.  Marie*s  that  night,  and  the 
next  day  entered  the  Capejierre,  which  is  the  richeft  and  molt 
beautiful  part  of  this  or  any  other  country  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Eight  hundred  and  feventy  Negroes,  belonging  to  one  man  only 
Surrendered  this  day. 

Here  MeiT.  de  Glain^illien  and  Duquiruy,  deputed  by  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  Ifland,  met  me  to  know  the  terms  you 
would  grant  them  ;  and,  as  I  accompanied  them  to  Petit  Bourg 
the  next  day,  and  there  prefented  them  to  you,  it  is  notnecefTary 
for  me  to  mention  any  tranfadion  fince  that  time. 

I  cannot,  however,  conclude,  without  doing  juftice  to  thofe,  to 
whofe  merit  is  due  the  fuccefs  that  has  attended  the  King*s  arms 
on  this  occafion  ;  I  mean  the  fpiric  and  conftancy  of  the  troops : 
To  Brig.  Crumps  without  whofe  concurrence,  I  never  undertook 
any  thing,  but  chiefly  to  yourfelf,  Sir,  who  planned  the  whole  en- 
terprize,  and  who  furnilhed  me  with  all  thefe  means,  without 
which,  neither  bravery  or  prudence  can  little  avail. 

/  have  the  honour  to  le.  Sec, 

J.  CLAVERING. 

The  Hon,  General  Harrington's  Letter  to  the  Right.  Hon.  Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt,  dated.  Head  garters,  in  the  Capefterre,  Gua- 
daloupe.  May  9,   1759. 

I  Have  the  fatisfaftion  to  inform  you,  that  by  great  perfeve- 
rance,  and  changing  entirely  the  nature  of  the  war,  by  carry- 
ing it  on  by  detachments,  I  have  at  length  made  myfelf  mafter  of 
Guadalcupe  2.n6.  Grand  Terrs.  This  is  a  work.  Sir,  that,  I  be- 
lieve, the  mod  fanguine  (confidering  our  total  feparation  from  the 
fleet)  could  not  expeft  to  have  been  performed  by  fo  fmallabody 
of  men. 

I  fliall  not  in  this  trouble  you  with  a  detail,  as  I  have  done  my- 
felf  the  honour  of  fending  it  to  you  in  my  other  letter.  I  fliall 
only  fay  in  general,  that  the  great  good  conduit  and  zeal  of  Bri- 
gadiers Cla^ering  and  Crump,  and  the  bravery  of  the  troops,  got 
the  better  of  every  obHaclei  forced  the  eaemy  in  all  their  in- 

trenchjnents, 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Progrefi  of  th^  French  after  the  battle  of  Bergen.  Munjier 
arid  other  places  taken.  Situation  of  the  French^  and  of 
the  Allies .  Motions  of  Prince  Ferdinand.  Battle  of  Miji- 
den.  Hereditary  Prince .  of  Brunfwick  defeats  the  Duke 
cf  Brifac.,  The  French  pafs  the  Wefer.  L,  G.  S.  refegns 
the  command  of  the  Biiti/Jj-  force s\  Marquis  of  Granby 
fiicchds  him.  The  French  driven  to  Marpiirg.  Siege 
of  Murfler.  M.  d^Etrees  arrives  at  the  French  carnp. 
Projei^  of  France  for  an  invafwn.  Havre  hmbarclec^, 
A^ion  off  Cape  Lagos.     French  fleet  defeated, 

WE  left  the  army  of  Prince  Ferdinand  upon  the  retreat, 
ever  fince  the  battle  of  Bergen.   The  French  ad- 
vanced with  great  vivacity;  their  light  troops  made  incur- 

fions 


trenchments,  and  frrong  pafTes ;  took  50  pieces  of  casnon,  and 
advanced,  as  far  as  the  Capejierre,  the  only  remaining  unreduced 
part  of  the  country.  This  at  lail  brought  the  enemy  to  terms. 
My  fitualioii  was  fuch,  that  it  was  abfohuely  necefTary,  that  what 
was  done  ihould  not  be  procraftinated,  as  I  was  determined  co 
grant  no  truce  for  time  enough  for  the  inhabitants  to  recover  from 
their  fears.  Mr.  Moore  Vv^as  abfent,  the  thing  preiT-d ;  and 
fome  reiolution  was  to  be  taken  immediately.  That,  which  I 
took,  was  according  to  the  befc  of  my  underllanding,  and  I 
hope.  Sir,  you  will  approve  of  it. 

I  believe.  Sir,  the  iuFi'iite  confequence  and  value  of  Guada- 
loiipey  and  Grand  Terre^  is  not  perfeftly  known  in  Englatid,  as 
(if  I  am  rightly  informed)  there  is  more  fugar  grown  here  than 
in  ail  the  Lce'v:ard  Ifands  put  together  j  befidts  great  quantities 
of  cottofi  and  coifee.  The  country,  efpecially  the  Capejierrcy 
the  finell  .[  ever  faw,  watered  with  good  rivers  every  mile  or 
two  ;  and  a  port  belonging  to  it,  Vv'here  all  the  navy  of  E?:gland 
may  ride  fafe  from  hurricanes.  All  this  can  be  explained  much 
better,  than  I  can  by  letter,  by  Brig.  Cla<vering^  whofe  infinite 
zeal  for  his  Majefly's  fervice,  and  talents  as  a  foldier,  1  hope  will 
recommend  him  to  protedlion.  Such  men  are  rare;  and  1  think 
1  may  venture  to  aiTure  you,  there  are  few  things  in  our  profeffi- 
pn,  that  he  is  not  eq^u^l  to,  if  it  ihguld  be  though:  ht  to  honour 
hifn  with  the  execuijo^  of  apy  fu.ure  coniaiandi>.. 

I  have 
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fions  almoft  to  the  gates  of  Hanover.  The  Prince  fllll  con- 
tinued to  retire,  but  he  left  garrifons  in  Liplladt,  Pvitberg^ 
Munfter  and  Minden,  in  order  to  retard  the  enemy's  pro- 

grcfs : 


I  have  appointed  Col.  Crump  to  the  government,  who,  finte 
governor  HaUane  \e.(t  us,  I  have  made  ad  as  Brigadier:  His 
merit  is  very  great,  both  as  a  ibldier,  and  a  man  of  judgment; 
He  is  of  this  part  of  the  world ;  underftands  the  trade,  cuftoms, 
and  genius  of  the  people  ;  and  as  he  thinks  nobly  and  delintereft- 
edly,  he  would  not  have  accepted  of  the  government,  but  in  hopes 
of  advancing  himfejf  in  the  army  by  that  means.  I  cannot  fay, 
how  very  ufeful,  and  how  much  our  fucceiTes  are  owing  to  his 
good  conduft,  and  great  zeal. 

As  I  have  now  nothing  to  fear  from  the  land,  I  am  repairing, 
as  well  as  lean,  Fort  Louis,  and  fortifying  theille  of  Cochon,  for 
the  greater  fecurity  of  the  harbour.  The  poor  people  here  are 
in  a  miferable  condition,  but  I  fhall  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
to  procure  them  the  things  they  want. 

I  have  the  honour  to  fend  you  inclofed  the  capitulation  of  the 
governor,  as  well  as  that  of  the  inhabitants.  1  he  latter  have  be- 
haved, in  all  their  dealings,  with  great  candour;  and  it  is  a 
juilice  1  owe  them,   to  acquaint  you  with  it. 

it  has  not  as  yet  been  poffible  for  me  to  go  round  ths  ifland  to 
fee  the  different  pofts  that  mull  be  occupied,  I  therefore  cannot 
yet  determine  the  exaft  number  of  troops  that  will  bcnece/fary  to 
be  left  for  their  defence. 

The  great  afTiftance  I  have  received  from  Capt.  LyTtn,  of  his 
Majelly's  ihip  the  Roebuck,  in  the  different  fervices  I  have  been 
carrying  on  for  the  reduftion  of  thefe  iflands,  ought  not  to  be  for- 
got by  me,  as  well  as  his  firlt  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Keating ;  both 
whom  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  favour. 

I  find  it  is  impoffible  (from  the  different  parts  of  the  Iflands 
where  they  are  to  be  received)  for  me  to  procure  a  return  of  the 
artillery  and  ftores  (which  have  been  delivered  up,  in  confequence 
of  the  capitulation)  to  fend  by  this  opportunity;  but  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  have  the  Honour  of  fending  it  very  foon. 

1  cannot  help  congratulating  myfelf,  that  t  had  jufl  figned  the 
capitulation  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Gran^  Terre,  when  a  mef- 
fenger  arrived  in  their  camp  to  acquaint  them,  that  M.  Beauhar- 
nois,  the  general  of  thefe  iflands,  had  landed  at  St.  Anne's,  on 
the  windward  part  of  that  ifland,  with  a  reinforcement  from  Mar- 
tinicoy  of  6oo  regulars,  2000  bucqaneers,  and  2000  fland  of 
fp^re  arms  for  the  inhabitants,  with  artillery  and  mortars,  ander 

.X  the 
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grefs :  their  principal  defign  feemed  to  be  be  to  cut  off  his 
retreat  to  the  Wefer,  to  which  he  kept  very  cloie,  as  he 
knew  the  infinite  confequence  of  that  communication.  How- 
ever, if  the  enemy   failed  to  compafs  that  object,  all  the 

pre- 


ihe  convoy  of  M.  Bompart*s  fquadron.  This  fupport,  had  it 
arrived  there  an  hour  fooner,  muil  have  made  the  conqueft  of 
that  iiland  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible.  As  foon  as  he  heard 
the  capitulation  was  figned,  he  reimbarked  again. 

Commodore  Moore'/  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt, 
^«/^/^  Cambridge,  in  Prince  RupertV  Bay,  Dominique,  May 
II,   1759. 

BY  the  Grifin,  which  arrived  here  on  17th  of  Jprily  I 
was  honOHred  with  your  letter,  fignifying  his  Majefty's  mofl 
gracious  approbation  of  my  condudl,  and  of  the  behaviour  of 
thofe  under  my  command,  which  1  took  the  liberty  to  commu- 
nicate to  thole  gentlemen :  And  give  me  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  no- 
thing can  contribute  {o  much  to  our  happinefs,  as  being  honour- 
ed with,  and  executing  orders  to  the  honour  of  his  Majefty's 
arms. 

Give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  capitulation  of 
the  ifland  of  Guadaloupe  and  Grand  Terre,  which  Major  Gen. 
Barrington  fends  to  you  by  this  exprefs;  in  gaining  which, 
great  honour  is  due  to  the  troops.  The  ftrong  hold,  the  enemy 
had,  could  not  be  conquered  but  by  great  condudl  and  refo- 
lution. 

I  hope  the  conqueft  will  prove  as  great  an  acqoiifition  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me. 

It  is  with  great  pleafure,  1  think  I  may  fay.  Sir,  that  on  this 
expedition,  great  unanimity  has  been  kept  up  between  the  tw* 
corps,  as  well  in  obedience  to  his  Majefty's  commands,  as  from 
our  own  inclinations.  It  has  ever  been  my  wifh  to  have  fuch  har- 
mony fubfiit,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  alvvays  fucceeded. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you.  Sir,  that,  on  the  2d  inft.  being 
informed,  the  Frefich  fquadion,  under  the  command  of  M- 
Bompartf  was  to  windward  of  Marigalante,  I  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  endeavoured  to  get  up  with  them  ;  but,  after  beating 
five  days,  and  having  gained  very  httle,  two  of  our  cruizers,  that 
\  had  fent  different  ways,  to  watch  the  enemy's  motions,  faw 
them,  the  6th  inft.  return  betwixt  the  two  iflands  into  Fort 
Royal.  From  the  almoft  conftant  lee  currents,  it  being  very  dif- 
ficult for  ihips  to  get  to  windward,  it  muft  always  be  in  the  ene- 
my** choice,  whether  they  will  com?  to  a  general  afti^n  or  not. 

Their 


1759*  ^^^  History  of  //^^  War.  163 

precautions  of  the  Prince  proved  alfo  ineffectual  to  retard 
the  progrefs  of  their  arms.  Ritberg  was  furprifed,  Lipftadt 
was  blockaded,  Minden  was  taken  by  aflault,  where  a  gar- 
rifon  of  1509  men  were  made  prifoners,  and  where  immenfe 
magazines  fell  into  their  hands.  D'Armentieres  advanced 
againll  Munfter;  he  attempted  to  take  the  place  by  a  coap 
de  main.  Though  foiled  in  his  attempt  with  confiderablei 
lofs,  he  did  not  defill;  he  drew  up  his  cannon  from 
Wefel,  and  after  a  ihort  fiege,  made  himfelf  July  25. 
mafter  of  the  city;  the  garrifon  of  4000  men, 
became  his  prifoners.  Nothing  feemed  able  to  withftand 
the  rapid  torrent  with  which  the  French  over-ran  the  whole 
country ;  they  no  longer  hoped,  the  conqueft  of  Hanover ; 
it  was  with  them  an  abfolute  certainty.  Elated  with  th^ 
fair  appearance  of  their  fortune,  they  kept  no  bounds.  The 
French  minifter,  the  Duke  of  Belleifle,  in  his  letters  to  the 
Marfhal  Contades,  fpeaks  only  of  the  means  of  fecuring 
their  conqueft,  and  preventing  another  expulfion  from  Ha- 
nover ;  and  for  this  end  propofed  the  moffc  cruel  and  un- 
warrantable expedients.  Nor  was  there  lefs  dread  and  de- 
jection vifible  on  the  fide  of  the  allies,  than  pride  and  con- 
fidence on  that  of  the  French.  The  archives  and  moft  va- 
luable moveables  were  fent  off  from  Hanover  to  Stade.  All 
things  feemed  haftening  to  the  fame  pofture  which  drev/  on 
the  famous  capitulation  of  Clofter  Seven. 

In  this  general  gloom  that  overfpread  the  fortune  of  the 
allies,  the  Prince  kept  himfelf  unmoved  and  attentive  to  his 
defigns.  He  did  not  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  difconcerted  by 
blows,  which  he  had  probably  forefeen,  and  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  which  he  knew  how  to  prevent.  The  body  of 
the  French  army  after  the  taking  of  Minden,  had  pofted 
themfelves  near  the  city,  to  which  the  right  of  their  army 
extended  -,  their  left  was  protected  by  a  very  fteep  hill  ;  in 
their  front  was  a  large  morafs ;  and  a  rivulet  covered  their 
rear.  Nothing  could  be  more  advantageous  than  this  fitua^ 
tion  ;  and  whilft  they  continued  in  it,  nothing  could  be  en- 
terprifed  againfl  them.  The  army  of  the  allies,  after  a  con- 
tinued retreat,  began  at  laft   to  advance,   and  fixed  their 

X  2  camp 

Their  fquadron  confiils  of  nine  fail  of  the  line  and  three  fri- 
gates. 

I  (hall,  in  conjundlion  with  Gen.  Barrington^  give  every  aflill* 
ance  in  my  power  to  any  other  fervices. 
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camp  altogether  as  advantageoufly  at  Peterfhagen,  a   place 
^bout  three  leagues  from  the  enemy. 

Things  were  brought  to  that  pafs,  that  nothing  but  a 
battle  could  hinder  the  French  from  taking  winter  quarters 
in  the  eledtorate.  There  was  no  poflibility  of  attacking 
them  with  any  hope  of  fuccefs  in  the  camp  which  they  then 
gccupied.  The  point  was  to  draw  them  from  that  po{{  in- 
to the  plain  J  but  the  movements  necefTary  to  effe61:  this 
were  extremely  hazardous  to  an  inferior  army,  in  fight  of 
the  enemy.  The  operations  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  on  this 
occafion,  difplayed  fo  penetrating  and  uncommon  a  genius, 
fuch  a  guarded  boldnels,  fuch  a  certainty  of  the  grounds  he 
went  upon,  fuch  a  perfect  poffeiHon  of  himfelf,  that  per- 
haps there  is  no  inftance  in  hiflory  of  generalfliip  fo  com- 
pleat  and  finifhedj  for  which  reafon  we  fhall  endeavour 
from  the  befl  lights  we  havej  to  draw  out  at  length  the 
feveral  parts  that  concurred  to  form  this  remarkable  piece  ; 
we  could  indeed  wifh  that  the  authentick  accounts  oi  fo  ve- 
ry memorable  an  event,  had  been  more  clear  and  explicit ; 
but  we  mufl  content  ourfelves  with  the  materials  we  have. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  Prince  Ferdinand  forfook  his  camp 
on  the  Wefer,  and  marched  tov/ards  Hillen,  a  village  con- 
fiderably  to  his  right,  with  the  greatcft  part  of  bis  army  : 
However  he  took  care  to  leave  on  the  brink  of  that  river,  a 
body  under  General  Wangenheim;  which  extended  to  the 
town  of  Thornhaufen,  where  they  were  intrenched,  and 
fupported  by  a  confiderable  artillery.  He  had  the  day  be^ 
fore  detached  the  Flereditary  Prince  of  Brunf- 
July  28.  wick,  with  6000  men,  to  make  a  compafs  to- 
wards the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  to  polt  himfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  cut  oft'  the  communication  of  their 
convoys  from  Paderborn. 

The  French  were  not  inattentive  to  thefe  movements; 
their  Generals  immediately  held  a  council  of  war;  and  the 
refult  was,  that  they  gave  completely  into  the  fnare  that 
was  laid  for  them.  They  Huv,  as  they  imagined,  the  allied 
army  divided  and  disjointed;  and  now  the  happy  moment 
prefented  itfelf,  for  the  attack  of  General  Wangenheim, 
who  they  knew  was  not  ftrong,  and  who  feemed  at  a  great 
diftance  from  the  reft  of  the  army,  fo  that  it  appeared  im- 
poflible  that  he  could  be  relieved.  This  body  being  routed, 
as  it  cafily  might,  it  was  obvious  that  they  ftiould  then  be 
jible  to  place  "thcmfelves  betv/een  Prince  Ferdinand's  army 
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and  the  Wefer,  and  cut  ofF  his  communication  with  that 
river ;  the  great  objeft  at  which  they  aimed,  through  the 
whole  campaign,  and  in  which  was  involved  the  certain  de- 
ftru6tion  of  the  allies. 

Full  of  thefe  Ideas  they  left  their  advantageous  poll,  and 
in  eight  columns  palled  the  moral's  in  their  front,  . 
and  advanced  into  the  plain.  The  Duke  of  Brog-  ^^'  ^' 
lio  was  to  lead  the  attack.,  by  falling  upon  that  body  that 
lay  near  the  river,  which  feemed  to  prefent  him  an  allured 
and  eafy  victory.  He  marched  on,  therefore,  v/ith  great 
confidence  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  had  gained  an  eminence  which 
lay  along  his  front,  he  was  ftruck  wdth  the  utmoft  furprife, 
when,  inftead  of  a  few  pofts  weakly  guarded,  he  beheld  the 
whole  array  of  the  allies  drawn  up  in  excellent  order,  ex- 
tending from  the  banks  of  the  Wefer,  quite  to  the  moral's, 
in  the  front  of  the  late  French  camp.  This  was  a  ilroke  en- 
tirely unexpe6ted;  they  believed  the  Prince  to  have  been  at 
Hillen;  but  he  had  marched  up,  and  the  whole  army  was 
joined  in  the  night.  This  difcovery  for  a  while  put  a  flop 
to  the  motions  of  the  French ;  they  were  hemmed  in  be- 
tween the  allies,  the  morafs  and  the  river.  Their  fituation 
was  difagreeable,  but  it  was  now  impoHlble  to  recede. 

The  allies,  finding  the  French  flower  than  they  expell- 
ed, began  to  advance,  and  threatened  the  ei^cmy's  centre. 
This  v/as  compofed  almoft  wholly  of  horfe;  but  it  was  the 
ilower  of  their  cavalry,  who  anticipated  the  fhock  of  the 
allies,  and  began  the  engagement.  The  brunt  of  the  battle 
was  almoil  wholly  fuftained  by  the  Engl ifli  infantry,  and 
fome  corps  of  Hanoverians,  which  ftood  the  re-iterated 
charges  of  fo  many  bodies  of  horfe,  the  ftrength  and  glory 
of  the  French  armies,  v/ith  a  refolution,  lleadinefs,  and 
expertnefs  in  their  manoeuvre,  which  was  never  exceeded, 
perhaps  never  equalled.  They  cut  to  pieces  or  entirely 
routed  thefe  bodies.  Two  brigades  of  foot  attempted  to 
fupport  them,  but  they  vanifhed  before  the  Eni^lifh  infantry. 
Waldegrave's  and  Kingfley's  regim.ents  diftinguifhed  them- 
felvcs  in  a  particular  manner  this  day;  nor  were  their  com- 
manders Ici'^  (iiiiinguilhcd.  The  enemy's  horfe,  which 
compofed  their  centre,  being  entirely  difcomfited,  and  their 
right,  which  attacked  Wangenheim,  having  made  no  fort 
of  impre^on,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  a  retreat. 

At  this  point  of  time  the  Prince  fent  orders  to  Ld.  Georpr 
Sackville,  who  commanded  the  whole  Britifh,  and  feverai 
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brigades  of  the  German  cavalry,  to  advance.  That  caval- 
ry formed  the  right  vising  of  the  allies,  extended  to  the  mo- 
rafs,  and  if  it  could  have  charged  at  the  inftance  of  the  ene- 
my's retreat,  fuch  a  ihock  at  that  time,  and  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  would  in  all  probability  have  left  the  French  without 
an  army  in  Germany.  But  the  orders  were  not  fufficiently 
precife,  or  they  were  not  fufficiently  underftood  by  the  En- 
gl ifli  commander  ;  fo  that  there  was  fome  delay  in  waiting 
for  an  explanation.  The  critical  minute  pafled  away ;  the 
Britifli  cavalry  loft  their  fhare  in  the  glory  of  the  adion3  and 
the  French  retreated  in  fome  order,  favoured  by  the  fpiri- 
ted  and  well-judged  efforts  of  the  Duke  of  Broglio,  and 
the  advantages  which  the  pofTeffion  of  Minden  gave 
them. 

What  is  remarkable,  the  French  attributed  their  misfor- 
tune in  this  battle  to  the  fame  error  in  their  difpofition,  which 
loft  them  the  battle  of  Blenheim  j  that  of  compofmg  their 
centre  almoft  wholly  of  cavalry,  without  any  proper  fup- 
port  of  foot. 

The  battle  was  over ;  but  then  it  was  that  the  effedls  of 
Prince  P^erdinand's  admirable  difpofitions  appeared  in  their 
full  luftre.  The  French  not  having  been  molefted  by  the 
Britifh  cavalry  in  their  retreat,  had  an  opportunity  of  regain- 
ing their  former  advantageous  poft.  They  had,  indeed, 
loft  the  honour  of  the  day,  and  miffed  the  ftroke  which  they 
had  meditated.  They  had  likewife  loft  a  great  number  of 
men.  But  all  thefe  loffes  and  difgraces  might  be  repaired, 
and  there  feemed  nothing  decifive  in  the  day  of  the  Minden. 
It  had  certainly  happened,  as  it  then  appeared,  if  the 
Prince  who  forefeeing  this,  and  neglecting  nothing  which 
could  be  provided,  had  not  formed  the  plan  of  detaching 
away  the  Hereditary  Prince  In  the  manner  already  related. 
At  five  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  this  young  hero  attacked 
a  large  body  of  the  French  under  the  Duke  de  Brifac  ;  this 
body,  though  pofted  in  a  moft  advantageous  manner,  he 
entirely  defeated,  and  obliged  them  to  take  refuge  in  Min- 
den. The  news  of  this  blow  came  with  an  ill  omen  to  M, 
de  Contades,  in  the  inftant  when  the  Englifh  infantry  began 
to  engage  his  centre.  The  enemy  himfelf  could  not  help 
admiring  the  dexterity  of  the  ftroke  under  which  he  funk  : 
and  full  of  aftoniftiment  at  a  condu6t  at  once  fo  daring  and 
judicious,  paid  the  juft  applaufe  to  a  General,  who  could 
detach  with  fecurity  fo  large  a  body  from  his  army,  when 

he 
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he  was  going  to  attack  an  enemy  already  much  fuperior  to 
him  in  numbers. 

This  happy  ftroke  decided  the  affair,  all  the  pafie's  thro* 
which  the  French  could  draw  fuccour  or  provifion,  were 
feized.  They  relinquiftied  their  ftrong  port ;  they  fled 
through  Minden,  and  pafling  the  Wefer,  retreated  to  the 
eaftward  of  that  river  5  thus  lofmg  all  the  advantages  which 
they  had  made  in  the  campaign,  and  forced  to  retreat  thro* 
a  country  different  from  that  through  which  they  had  ad- 
vanced, and  in  which  they  had  taken  no  meafures  to  pro- 
cure fubfiftence. 

The  lofs  of  the  French  in  this  a6lion  amounted  to  about 
feven  thoufand  men  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners  ;  among 
whom  were  many  officers  of  confiderable  rank.  The  lofs 
of  the  allies  was  not  more  than  two  thoufand.  The  Eng- 
lifh,  as  they  gained  the  greatefl  glory,  fo  they  were  the 
greateft  fuiFerers.  Twelve  hundred  of  the  killed  and  wound- 
ed were  of  that  nation.  The  Prince  on  the  day  after  the 
battle  paid  the  due  honours  to  thefe  illuflrious  corps,  as  well 
as  to  feveral  of  the  Hanoverians  who  had  behaved  in  the 
fame  gallant  manner.  He  did  iuflice  to  the  merit  of  the 
officers;  he  diftinguifhed  their  names;  and  even  particula- 
rifed  fo  low  as  captains.  To  fome  in  the  moft  obliging  man- 
ner he  fent  confiderable  prefents ;  and  he  omitted  nothing 
to  fhew  that  he  knew  what  it  is  to  be  well  ferved,  and  how 
to  encourage  the  troops  and  officers  to  do  their  duty  with 
fpirit  and  chearfulnefs. 

Although  the  Englifh  had  the  greatefl  (hare  in  the  ho- 
nour of  this  fignal  day,  and  that  the  Prince  acknowledged 
their  merit  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  (a-)  yet  a  cloud  was  caft 

over 


CaJ  Prince  Ferdinand's  Orders  the  Day  after  the  Battle  of 
Minden. 

HI  S  Serene  Highnefs  orders  his  greateft  thanks  to  be  given  to 
the  whole  army  for  their  bravery  and  good  behaviour  yef- 
terday,  particularly  to  the  Britijh  infantry,  and  two  battalions  of 
Hanoverian  guards;  to  all  the  cavalry  of  the  left  wing,  and  to 
Gen.  WangeittbeifJi^s  eorps,  particularly  the  regiment  of  Holjlein, 
the  HeJJian  cavalry,  the  Hano<verian  regiment  du  Corps  and  Ha- 
tnerjiin%  5  the  fame  to  all  the  brigades  of  heavy  artillery.     Hi» 

Serene 
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over  their  triumph.  There  were  fome  expreilions  in  the 
orders  for  the  rejoicing,  which  were  fuppofed  to  convey  a 
very  levere  lefledion  on  Lord  G.  S.  commander  in  chief 

of 


Serene  Highnefs  declares  publicly,  that  next  to  God  he  attri^ 
butes  the  glory  of  the  day  to  the  intrepidity  and  extraordinarj' 
good  behaviour  of  thefe  troops,  which  he  aflures  them  he  Ihall 
retain  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  as  long  as  he  lives ;  and  if  ever  upon 
any  occafion  he  fliall  be  able  to  ferve  thefe  brave  troops,  or  any  of 
.them  in  paiticular,  it  will  give  him  the  utmoft  pleafure.  His 
Serene  Kighnefs  orders  his  particular  thanks  to  be  likewife  given 
to  Gen.  Sporcken,  the  Duke  of  HolJIein,  Lieutenant  Generals 
Imhoff  and  Vrff.  His  Serene  Highnefs  is  extremely  obliged  to 
the  Count  de  Buckcbwgy  for  his  extraordinary  care  and  trouble  in 
the  management  of  the  artillery,  which  was  ferved  with  great 
efFeft;  likevvife  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  feveral  brigades 
of  artillery,  nji%,  Col.  Bro'vone^  Lieut.  Col.  Eutte,  Mzyor  HaJ/iy 
and  the  three  Englijh  Captains,  Phillips,  Druinmondy  and  Fey, 
Kis  Serene  Highnefs  thinks  himfelf  infinitely  obliged  to  Major 
Generals  Walaegrci^ue  and  KingJIey^  for  their  great  courage  and 
good  order,  in  which  they  conduced  their  brigades.  His  Serene 
Highnefs  further  orders  it  to  be  declared  to  Lieut.  Gen.  the  Mar- 
quifs  of  Gra?iby,  that  he  is  perfuaded,  that  if  he  had  had  the 
good  fortune  to  have  had  him  at  the  head  of  the  cavalry  of  the 
right  wing,  his  prefence  would  have  greatly  contributed  to  make 
the  decifion  of  that  day  more  complete  and  more  brilliant.  In 
ftiort,  his  Serene  Highnefs  orders,  that  thofe  of  his  Suite  whofe 
behaviour  he  moll  admired  be  named,  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond^ 
Col.  Fitzrcy,  Cap.  Ligcniefy  Col.  Watforiy  Capt.  Wilfony  aid  de 
camp  to  Major- Gen.  Waldegranje,  Adjutant  Generals  Erjioff, 
Bi/Jo-iv,  DurendoUcy  the  Count  Tob&  and  Malerti,  his  Serene 
Highnefs  having  much  rcafon  to  be  fatisJied  with  their  condud. 
And  his  Serene  Highnefs  defires  and  orders  the  generals  of  the 
army,  that  upon  all  occ^fions  when  orders  are  brought  to  them 
by  his  aid  de  camps,  that  they  be  obeyed  punclualiy,  and  without 
delay. 

Vrince  Ferdinandy  iti  the  orders  of  the  2d  of  Au%vf},  having  cmit- 
icd  Captain  Machean,  fnt  the  follo^jciftgy  •^crote  in  his  cu-n 
hand. 


I 


S     1     R, 
T  is   from  a  fenfe  of  your   merit,  and  a  regard   to  juftice, 
that  I  do  in  this  manner  declare  1  have  reafon  to  be  infinite- 
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of  the  Englifh  forces.  The  Prince  required  with  an  em- 
phafis,  which  feemed  particularly  pointed,  that  his  orders 
by  his  aids  de  camps  for  the  future  fhould  be  more  exactly 
obeyed.  In  a  manner  ftill  lefs  to  be  mifunderilood,  he 
cxprefled  his  concern  that  the  Marquis  of  Granby  had  not 
had  the  command  of  the  Britifb  cavalry.  Had  he  com- 
manded, his  highnefs  made  no  doubt  that  the  fuccefs  of  the 
day  had  been  much  more  complete  and  brilliant.  The  fe- 
vere  infmuation  concerning  the  difobedience  to  orders,  and 
the  invidious  compliment  to  a  fubordinate  officer,  were 
clear  declarations. 

The  news  of  a  victory  fo  glorious  to  our  troops,  and  of  a 
cenfure  fo  difgraceful  to  their  com.mander,  came  at  once  to 
England.  In  proportion  to  the  joy  which  lilled  all  hearts, 
in  proportion  to  their  opinion  of  the  great  general  to  whom 
they  owed  fo  feafonable  an  an  advantage,  was  their  indignati- 
on againft  the  unfortunate  commander  to  whom  it  was  at- 
tributed that  this  advantage  was  not  greater.  The  public, 
as  ufual,  judged  definitively  upon  the  firft  charge.  They 
never  pardon  a  general  whofe  error  it  is  to  fall  fnort.  In 
vain  they  are  prayed  to  fufpend  their  judgment,  and  to  wait 
for  a  full  difcuflion  ;  the  matter  is  already  decided;  they 
have  a  fdS:  againft  an  officer,  and  they  look  upon  all  rea- 
foning  in  his  favour,  not  fo  much  a  defence  of  his  conduct, 
as  the  exertion  of  eloquence  and  artifice  to  palliate  a  negleft 

of 


ly  fatisfied  with  your  behaviour,  aflivity,  and  zeal,  which  in  (o 
confpicuous  a  manner  you  made  appear  at  the  battle  oiThornhau- 
fen  on  the  hrll  of  Auguji.  The  talents  you  poflefs  in  your  pro- 
feflion  did  not  a  littk  contribute  to  render  our  fire  fuperior  to  that 
of  the  enemy ;  and  it  is  to  you  and  your  brigade  that  I  am  indebt- 
ed for  having  filenced  the  fire  of  a  battery  oi  the  enemy,  which 
extremely  galled  the  troops,  and  particularly  the  Britijh  infantry. 
Accept  then,  fir,  from  me,  the  juft  tribute  of  mymoft  perfed 
acknowledgments,  accompanied  with  my  iincere  tnanks,  I  fiiall 
be  happy  in  every  opportunity  of  obliging  you,  defiring  only  oc- 
cafions  of  proving  it ;  being  with  the  rnoft  diitinguifhed  efteem. 


Your  de'voted  and 

entirely  affeSiionate  fer^uant^ 
Y  FERDINAND. 
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of  duty.  This  indeed  makes  the  cafe  of  officers  particular- 
ly hard ;  but  then  it  always  fhews  them  what  they  have  to 
do. 

The  merits  of  the  matter  are  ftill  regarded  in  the  fame 
light  by  the  public.  But  the  heat,  the  eagernefs,  and  cu- 
riofity  of  the  firll  movements  being  over,  the  matier  w^ill 
be  heard,  whenever  it  comes  to  be  again  difcuUed  with  lefs 
attention,  but  with  lefs  pafTion  too.  It  is  not  for  us  to  de- 
liver any  opinion  in  fo  nice  a  controverfy.  We  have  in  points 
of  lefs  moment  hitherto  declined  it;  and  we  fhall  always  de- 
cline it  until  the  proper  judges  before  whom  it  probably  will 
come,  fiiall  have  taught  us  what  to  think.  There  is  in- 
deed no  doubt  that  if  the  cavalry  of  the  allies  right  wing, 
fituatcd  as  it  was,,  had  been  brought  to  act  at  the  critical 
time  when  it  had  orders  to  move,  the  battle  of  Minden  had 
proved  as  decifive  as  that  of  Hocfted.  But  v/hether  it  was 
a  fault  in  the  giving  or  the  deli  veering  of  the  orders,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  fome  m.ifapprehenfion  in  him  who  received 
them,  we  cannot  but  iincerely  pity  a  commander  of  fuch 
admirable  talents,  who  by  the  error  or  the  m.isfortune  of  a 
moment,  loft  an  opportunity  that  would  have  ranked  him 
forever  with  the  Mariboroughs  and  the  Brunfwicks. 

A  few  days  after  the  battle  his  lordfhip  refigned  his  com- 
mand and  returned  to  London.  He  was  but  a  few  days  .in 
London  when  he  was  deprived  of  all  his  military  employ- 
ments. The  Marquis  of  Granby,  whom  the  opinion  of 
Prince  Ferdinand,  and  the  defnes  of  the  whole  army  had 
pointed  out,  fucceeded  him  in  his  command.  A  generous 
and  ardent  courage,  an  affability  of  m.anners  that  flowed 
from  no  artifice,  a  manly  freedom  and  opennefs  of  foul,  a 
chearful  and  unreferved  converGition,  a  munificence  that 
knew  no  bounds,  fo  many  qualities  of  the  man  and  of  the 
foldier,  endeared  him  to  the  whole  army,  and  rendered  En- 
gliHi  and  foreigners,  his  inferiors,  his  equals  and  his  fuperi- 
or  in  command,   unanimous  in  his  favour. 

Whilft  thefe  changes  were  making,  Prince  Ferdinand 
lofl  no  time  to  improve  his  victory,  by  the  purfuit  of  the 
French,  who  retired  in  the  utmoit  diftrefs.  The  allies  were 
not  indeed  able  to  overtake  the  main  b6dy  of  their  army, 
but  they  haralTed  them  extreme'y,  and  the  French  were 
obliged  to  facrifice  a  great  part  of  their  army  piece-meal  to 
preferve  the  reft  entire.  The  ncccffitv  of  providing  fubfif- 
tence  drove  them  towards  Callel.     The   Prince    purfued 

them, 


THE  M\R  a  riS  OF  (rRANBY 


I759*  The  Wist OKy  of  the  V^AVi.  ijt 

them,  obliged  them  to  evacuate  that  place,  and  once  more 
freed  that  poor  diftrefled  country  from  the  French  tyranny. 
The  caftle  of  Ziegenhayn,  after   an   hour's  defence,  gave 
the  allies  about  400  prifoners.     After  this  the  He- 
reditary  Prince  of  Brunfvvick,  equally  confpicu-  Aug.  23.' 
ous  in  the  greater  and  the  leiTer  operations  of  war, 
made  a  private  march   at   night  in  order   to   lur-     27. 
prife  a  eorps  of  French  irregulars,    commanded 
by  the  famous  partizan  Fifcher,     which    were    pofted    at 
Wetter,  where  it  was  convenient  for  the  allies  to  encamp. 
This  corps  he  entirely  routed,  killing  a  great  number  and 
taking  400.     The  French  threw  a  garrifon  into  Marpurg, 
in  hopes  of  putting  feme  flop  to  the  rapid  career  of  the  allies. 
In  eftecSl  this  did  prove  an  obftacle  for  fome  days,  but  at 
length  the  caftle  furrendered,    and  the  garrifon, 
confifting" of  between   8  and'  900  men,    became  Sept.  1 1, 
prifoners  of  war. 

Here  a  bound  was  fct  to  the  progrefs  of  the  allied  arms. 
Not  that  they  were  ftopped  by  any  confiderable  obflrudlion 
from  the  main  body  of  the  French  in  that,  quarter,  but  from 
fome  eftbtSts  in  another  quarter  of  the  unfuccefsful  begin- 
ning of  the  campaign,  from  which  the  battle  of  Minden 
had  not  yet  perfciSlly  difengaged  them.  Munller  was  ftill 
behind  them,  and  ftill  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
a  powerful  garrifon  in  that  city.  M^  de  Contades,  who 
even  after  his  defeat  exceeded  the  allies  in  numbers,  and 
had  now  no  further  view  of  an  offenflve  campaign,  fent  a 
ftrong  body  under  d'Arm.entieres,  which  was  reinforced  by 
fome  troops  from  the  Lower  Rhine,  to  near  15,000  men, 
to  cover  that  place.  Prince  Ferdinand  had  before  detach- 
ed General  Imhoft  from  CaiTel  in  order  to  reduce  it.  On 
the  approach  of  d'Armentieres,  Imhoft  was  obliged  to  raife 
the  fiege.  But  being  focn  after  reinforced,  the 
French  commander  retired  in  his  turn  towards  Sept.  6. 
Wefel,  the  po^Veiiion  of  which  place  had  all  along 
proved  of  infinite  importance  to  the  French  in  all  their  ope- 
rations. The  fiege  of  Munfler  was  again  refumed,  but 
the  bufinefs  threatened  to  be  difficult  and  tedious.  This 
however  was  the  only  rub  which  the  allies  encountered.  In 
all  other  refpects  they  were  perfectly  fortunate.  They  had 
driven  their  enemy  two  hundred  miles  before  them,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign,  after  all  their  efforts^  and  all  their 

Y  2  fanguine 
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fanguine  hopes  of  conqueft,  fet  them  down  juft  where  they 
had  begun  it. 

The  event  of  the  battle  of  Minden,  and  the  fubfequent 
misfortunes  of  the  French  arms,  threw  Verfaii'es  into  the 
utmoft  confufion.  Ths  news  of  that  defeat  arrived  juft  as 
the  King  was  taking  horfe  to  hunt.  He  retired  filent  and 
dejefted  into  the  apartment  of  Madam  de  Pompadour,  and 
for  fome  time  faw  none  of  his  minifters.  The  Duke  of 
Broglio  and  M.  de  Contades  mutually  accufed  each  other, 
for  the  ill  condu61:  of  that  day.  The  public  acquitted  Bro- 
glio. Belleifle  and  his  General  Contades  loft  all  reputati- 
on :  but  the  duke  ftill  preferved  his  employment  and  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  his  influence  at  court. 

As  foon  as  the  firft  confufion  and  furprizeof  fo  unexpecS:- 
ed  an  event  was  a  little  abated ;  it  was  refolved  to  fend  re- 
inforcements to  their  army  in  Germany,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  fend  thither  fome  officer  of  experience  and  authori- 
ty, who  might  judge,  and  compofe,  if  pofTible,  the  differ- 
ences which  fubfifted  between  the  commanders  j  as  well  as 
to  aftift  in  the  deliberations  for  retrieving  their  affairs.  Pub- 
lic misfortunes  call  great  men  from  their  obfcurity.  M.  de 
Etrees  was  chofen  on  this  occafion,  and  invefted  with  an  au- 
thority which  he  unwillingly  accepted.  When  he 
Sept.  25.  arrived  at  the  French  camp,  he  could  not  avoid 
a  figh  on  viewing  of  the  ruins  of  that  army,  which 
had  triumphed  under  his  command  at  Haftenbeck,  How- 
vcr,  his  behaviour  to  M.  de  Contades  was  polite  and  gene- 
rous. The  old  Marefchal  told  him  that  he  was  not  come 
to  take  his  command,  but  to  ferve  under  him ;  and  whilft 
he  affifted  him  with  his  advice,  he  would  receive  his  or- 
ders. 

Whilft  the  French  endeavour  to  piece  up  their  broken 
fortune  in  Germany,  they  made  fome  fhow  of  pufliing  the 
other  part  of  their  fcheme  with  vigour.  All  their  ports 
were  full  of  the  preparations  for  an  invafion  of  the  Britifh 
dominions.  Men  of  war,  trafports  and  flat-bottomed  boats, 
now  almoft  a  word  of  ridicule,  were  prepared  with  great  di- 
ligence. They  talked  of  a  triple  embarkation.  M.  Thu- 
rot  was  to  command  a  fjnall  fquadron  and  feveral  tranfports 
from  Dunkirk,  which  it  was  believed  were  intended  for 
Scotland.  This  man  from  a  mafter  of  a  merchant  fhip  be- 
came a  captain  of  a  privateer,  in  which  capacity  he  greatly 
anno)^d  the  Englifh  trade,  and  acquired  a  reputation.     At 

a  time 
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a  time  when  France  does  not  abound  with  great  men,  his 
fervices  in  this  way  and  his  daring  fpirit,  recommended  him 
to  a  command  in  the  King's  fervice. 

The  defign  againft  Eiigland,  as  the  voyage  hither  is  the 
fhorteft,  was  to  be  alLempted  from  Havre,  and  fome  other 
ports  of  Normandy,  in  flat-bottomed  boats.  The  third 
embarkation,  which  v/as  fuppoied  againft  Ireland,  v/as  to 
be  made  from  Vannes  in  the  Lower  Brittany,  where  a 
large  bodv  of  troops  was  afTembled,  commanded  by  the 
Duke  d'Aiguillon  governor  of  that  province.  This  embar- 
kation was  to  be  covered  by  the  fleet  under  M.  de  Conflans, 
which  was  preparing  with  great  diligence  in  Brefl:.  Had. 
this  defign  been  fuch  as  it  was  reprefented,  and  had  it  been 
put  into  execution,  there  is  no  doubt  but  fuch  an  attempt 
upon  both  kingdoms,  at  three  different  places  at  once,  mull 
have  thrown  the  whole  into  no  fmall  confufion.  But  excel- 
lent meafures  were  taken  on  the  part  of  England  to  fruf- 
trate  their  defigns,  whatever  they  might  have  been. 

A  fquadron  under  Commodore  Boys  was  ftationed  before 
Dunkirk.  Admiral  Rodney  was  fent  to  bombard  Havre, 
which  fervice  he  performed  with  fucccfs.  Admiral  Hawke 
blocked  up  the  harbour  of  Breft  with  a  ftrong  fquadron, 
whilit  a  lefler  kept  a  v/atch  upon  that  of  Vannes.  Thefe 
precautions  were  continued  the  whole  fummer,  during  which 
time  the  French  proceeded  rather  flov/ly,  but  after  the 
battle  of  Minden  had  deftroyed  their  hopes  in  Germany, 
they  turned  to  this  object  with  the  greater  attention.  What 
ifTue  it  had  we  fhall  relate  in  its  proper  place.  But  their 
firft  attempts  on  the  ocean  proved  as  unfuccefsful  as  their 
arms  on  land. 

A  great  fleet  v/as  equipped  at  Toulon,  which  fome  defti- 
ned  for  America,  whilft  others  believed  it  was  defigned  to 
unite  itfelf  with  that  of  Breft  to  favour  the  invafion.  Ad- 
miral Bofcawen  who  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean, 
blocked  up  this  fquadron,  until  fome  unfavourable  v.'eather 
and  the  foulnefs  of  his  fhips  obliged  him  to  return  to  Gib- 
raltar to  refit.  The  French  took  this  opportuni- 
ty to  fail  out,  and  they  proceeded  with  great  dill-  Aug.  14. 
gence  to  the  ftreights. 

They  had  arrived  very  near  Gibraltar  before  the  admiral 
had  notice  of  their  approach  j  but  notwithfl:anding  that  ou; 
fhips  were  not  perfectly  prepared  to  fail,  the  admiral   ufed 

fuch 
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fuch  great  expedition  that  in  two  hours  after  the  account  ar- 
rived the  Englifh  fleet  was  out  at  Tea. 

The  Engifh  fleet  was  compored  of  fourteen  fhips  of  the 
line  befides  frigates.  The  enemy  had  twelve  of  the  Hne. 
They  were  fuperior  in  the  bulk  of  their  fhips  and  in  the 
number  of  men,  if  they  were  inferior  in  the  number  of  vef- 
fels;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  perfons  of  judgment, 
that  if  they  had  formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  fought  Mr. 
Bofcawen  in  order,  they  might  very  well  have  hoped  for  a 
better  ifl'ue  of  this  matter  than  they  found.  But  the  evil 
genius  of  France  operating  on  the  cowardice  or  incapacity 
of  their  commander,  induced  them  to  feparate  their  fleet 
and  fly.  The  Engliih  fhips  were  newly  refitted;  they  pro- 
ved better  failors ;  and  the  men,  animated  with  the  fpirit- 
ed  example  of  their  admiral,  engaged  the  French  fhips  as 
they  could  overtake  them ;  and  they  overtook  fome  of  them 
efF  Cape  Lagos  in  Portugal.  A  brifk  engagement  enfu- 
ed.  Two  of  the  enemy's  fhips,  the  Ocean  and  the  Re- 
doubtable, were  run  on  fhore  and  burned.  The  firft  was 
the  fhip  of  M.  de  la  Clue,  the  French  admiral,  who  efca- 
ped  to  land;  but  being  grievoufly  wounded,  and,  as  it  is 
laid,  having  lofl  both  his  legs,  he  died  foon  after.  Two 
other  capital  fhips,  the  Centaure  and  Modefte,  were 
taken. 

The  fcattered  remains  of  their  fleet  with  difficulty  got 
into  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  where  they  v^^ere  foon  after 
blocked  up,  and  where  they  flill  remain.  This  action  hap- 
pened on  the  1 8th  of  Augult;  and  it  gave  a  great  eclat  to 
the  Britifh  arms,  v^^hich,  in  the  fame  month,  had  triumph- 
ed fo  fignally  both  by  fea  and  land  {h), 

CHAP. 


(b)  Admiral  Bofcaxven' s  Letter  to  Mr.  Clenjland^  Secretary  t9 
the  Admiralty^  dated,  Namure,  off  Cape  St,  Fhicent,  Auguji 
20,    1759. 

**  T  Acquainted  you  in  my  laft  of  my  return  to  Gihraltar  to  re- 
X  fit.     As  foon  as   the  Ihips  were  near  ready,  I  ordered  the 

Lime  and  Gibraltar  frigates,  the  firil  to  cruize  off  Malaga^,  and 

the  laft  from  EJiepona  to  Ceuia  Point,  to  look  out,  and  give  me 

timely  notice  of  the  enemy's  approach. 

On  the  17th,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  the  Gibraltar  made  the 

fignal 
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CHAP.    V. 

Goiini  Dohna  difgraced.  Wedel  fucceeds  hi?n.  The  Ruffi- 
ans enter  Silefia.  Battle  of  ZuUckau.  Ruff.ans  take 
Frankfort  on  the  Oder.  Gen.  Laudohn  joins  them.  King 
of  Pruffia  joins  Wedel.  Battle  of  Ctmnerfdorf  King  of 
Pruffia  repaffes  the  Oder.  Soltikoff  and  Daun  commimi- 
cate.  King  of  Pruffia  detaches  General  IVunfch  into 
Saxony.  Parallel  of  tide  King  of  Pruffia  and  Prince  Fer- 
dinand of  Brimfwick. 

AS  the  King  of  Pruflia's  vi6tory  at  Rofbach  had  given 
the   Hanoverians   an  opportunity  to  free  their  coun- 
try, it  might  be  expefted  that  the  affair  at  Minden  would 

have 


fignal  of  their  appearance;    14  fail  on  the  Barbary  fhore  to  the 
ealtward  of  Cent  a. 

I  got  under  fail  as  faft  as  poffible,  and  vvss  oat  of  the  bay  be- 
fore ten,   with  14  fail  of  the  line,   the  Shannon  and  uEtna  firefhip. 
At   day  light  I  faw  the  Gibraltar^  and   foon   after  feven   fail    of 
large   ihips  lying  to  ;  but  on  our  not  anfwering  their  iignals, 
they  made  fail  from  us.      We  had  a  fre(h  gale,  and  came  up  with 
them  faft,  till  about  noon,  when  it  fell  little  wind.     About  half 
anhour  paft  two,  fome  of  the  headmoll  (hips  began  to  engage; 
but  I  could  not  get  up  to  the  Ocean  till  near  four.     In  about  half 
an  hour,  the  Na?nur''s  mizen  malt  and  both  top-fail  yards   were 
fnot  away;  the  enemy  then  made  all  the  fail  they  could.    I  fnift- 
ed  my   flag  to   the    Ne^vark,  and  fopn    after  the  Centaur  of  74 
guns  ftruck.   i  purfued  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
faw  only  four  fail  of  the  line  itandin^  in  for  the  land,  (two  of  the 
bell  fa\lors  having  altered  their  courfe  in   the  night).      We  were 
not  above  three  miles  from  them,  and  not  above  five  leagues  from 
the  fiiore,  but  very  littk-  wind.    About  nine  the  Ocean  ran  amongft 
the  breakers,  and  the  three  others  anchored.      I  fent  the  Intrepid 
and    America  XQ  deftroy    the  Ocean.    .Capr.   Pratten  having   an- 
chored, could  not  get   in;  but  Capt.  K.-rk  pe. formed   that  fer- 
vice  alone.     On  his  firll  firing   at  the  Ocean  fhe   iiruclc.     Capt. 
Kirk  fent  his  officers  on  board.      M.  de  la  Clue  having  one  leg 
broke,  and  the  other  wounded,  had   been  landed    about  half  an 
hour;  but   they    found  the  Capt.  M.  Le  Cunte  de  Came,  ar,d  fe- 
veral  ofiicers  and  men  on  board.      Cap^.  Kirk^  after  caking  ineni 
put,  finding  it  impollible  to  bring  the  luip  ^^^  fet  her  on  fire. 

Capt. 
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have  ferved  to  free  his  Pruflian  majefty  from  fome  of  the 
numerous  armies  that  opprefTed  him.  But  as  this  battle 
was  fought  in  the  middle  of  the  feafon  for  adion,  and  as 
Munfter  ftill  continued  in  the  pofielTion  of  the  French^ 
Prince  Ferdinand  could  not  venture  at  that  time,  to  make 
any  detachment  from  his  army  in  the  King's  favour,  with- 
out rifquing  all  the  advantages  which  he  had  obtained  from 
his  victory.  The  King  of  Pruflia  was  therefore  left  alone 
to  ftruggle  with  the  Auftrians,  Ruffians,  Imperialifts,  and 
Swedes. 

The  Ruffians,  whofe  motions  governed  thofe  of  all  the 
other  armies,  left  their  camp  at  Pofna  in  Poland,  and  quit- 
ting the  Viftula,  drew  near  to  the  banks  of  the  Oder.  They 

were 


Capt.  Befulcy-y  of  the  Warfpight,  was  ordered  againft  the  Teme- 
raire  of  7^  guns;  and  brought  her  off  with  little  damage,  the 
officers  and  men  all  on  board.  At  the  fame  time  Vice-Admiral 
Brcderick  with  his  divifion  burnt  the  Redoubtabhy  her  officers  and 
men  having  qu'tted  her,  being  bulged;  and  brought  the  Modejley 
of  64  guns,   off  very  little  damaged. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  their  lordfhips,  that  moft  of  his 
majefty's  fhips  under  my  command  failed  better  than  thofe  of  the 
enemy. 

Inclofed  I  fend  you  a  lift  of  the  French  fquadron,  found  on 
board  the  Modefte. 

Herewith  you  will  alfo  receive  the  number  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  his  majefty's  fhips,  referring  their  lordlhips  for 
further  particulars  to  Capt.  Buckle. 

Liji  of  the  French  Squadron  under  the  command  of  M.  de  la  Clue. 


Ships.          Guns. 

Ships. 

Guns. 

L'Ocean           80  burnt. 

Le  Lion 

64^ 

LeRedoutable  74  burnt. 

Le  Triton 

64 

^e  Centaure     74  taken. 

Le  Fier 

5° 

Le  Souverain   74  efcaped. 

L'  Oriflamme 

5°! 

LeGuerrier      74  efcaped. 

La  Chimere 

=  6| 

Le  Temeraire  74  taken. 

La  Minerve 

Hi 

Le  Fantafque    64  loft  comp. 

La  Gracieufe 

hJ 

Le  Modefte      64  taken. 

loft  compa- 

.    ny  coming 

'   thro'     the 

Streighcs. 


In  this  engagement  the  Englijh  had  36  men  killed,  and  196 
wounded. 
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were  under  the  command  of  a  Ruffian  nobleman,  Count 
SoltikofF.  Count  Dohna,  who  had  been  ordered  to  oppofe 
them,  faw  that  their  numbers  were  too  confiderable,  and 
their  pofts  too  ftrong  to  be  attacked  with  any  profpeit  of 
advantage,  (o  that  he  contented  himfelf  with  obferving  their 
motions,  and  harafling  their  march.  This  conduct  ieemed 
more  dilatory  and  timid  than  the  circumftances,  ©r  the  in- 
clinations of  the  King  could  bear.  He  is  faid  to  have  re- 
proached that  General  in  fo  fevere  a  manner,  for  a  conduct 
in  which  he  was  in  all  probability  very  juftifiable,  that  he 
took  the  firft  opportunity  to  refign  his  command,  and,  un- 
der the  pretence  of  recovering  his  health,  retired  to  Ber- 
lin. The  King  immediately  put  General  Wedel  into  his 
place,  with  pofitive  orders  to  engage  the  Ruffian  army  at 
all  events.  To  enable  him  to  obey  his  commands,  he  re- 
inforced him  with  feveral  detachments  from  his  own  army. 
The  poiitivenefs  of  the  King's  orders  on  this  occafion  may 
perhaps  be  cenfured;  but  it  mufl  be  owned,  that  the  time 
required  a  courfe  next  to  defperate.  His  hereditary  domi- 
nions were  in  the  utmofl  danger,  and  nothing  but  fome 
great  and  fortunate  flroke  could  efFeclually  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  Auftrian  and  Ruffians  armies,  an  event 
which,  of  all  others,  he  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  dread. 

Fortified  in  fome  meafure  by  the  reinforcements  he  had 
received,  and  in  confequence  of  his  orders.  Gen.  Wedel 
refolved  to  attack  the  Ruffians  on  their  march. 
They  had  got  to  Zulichau  and  dire6led  their  July  23. 
courfe  to  CrofTen  in  Silefia,  to  get  before  the  Pruf- 
fian  army,  and  to  make  good  the  pafTage  of  the  Oder. 
The  fituation  of  the  Ruffians  was  very  advantageous  ;  pofi- 
cd  upon  eminences,  defended  by  a  powerful  artillery,  and 
near  70,000  flrong.  The  Pruffian  army  fell  fhort  of  30,000; 
and  they  had  greater  difadvantages  than  their  inferiority  of 
number  to  get  over.  They  had  a  bridge  to  pafs,  and  fuch 
a  narrow  defile  to  flruggle  through,  that  fcarce  a  third  of  a 
battalion  could  march  in  front.  The  ground  was  Tuch, 
that  the  cavalry  could  not  fupport  their  infantry.  Yet 
with  all  thefe  difficulties  the  attack  was  long  and  refolute. 
But  this  refolution  made  their  repulfe,  which  all  thefe  dif- 
advantages had  rendered  inevitable,  far  more  bloody  and 
diftrefsful.  Four  thoufand  feven  hundred  were  killed  or 
prifoners:  the  wounded  came  to  3000.  General  Wober- 
inow,  an  officer  ©f  great  ability,  was  killed,  and  General 

Z  ManteufFel 
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Manteuffel  was  wounded.  7"he  Pruffians  were  obliged  to 
retire,  but  they  were  not  purfued,  and  they  palled  the 
Oder  without  moleftation.  The  Ruflians  feized  upon  the 
towns  of  Croflcn  and  PVankfort  on  the  Oder. 

The  King  of  PrulTia,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
had  never  hitherto  obtained  an  advanta2;e  where  he  was 
not  perfonally  prcfent.  His  prefence  now  became  more  ne- 
ceflary  than  ever.  Since  the  adion  at  Zulichau,  the  Ruffi- 
ans had  penetrated  a  confiderable  way  into  his  territories, 
and  had  taken  pofTeiTion  of  the  important  city  of  Frankfort 
upon  the  Oder.  He  therefore  marched  with  10,000  of  his 
beft  troops,  to  join  the  broken  army  of  Wedel,  in  order 
to  drive  this  formidable  and  determined  enemy  from  his 
country.  Prince  Henry  commanded  the  remainder  of  his 
army,  which  was  too  well  pofled  to  fear  any  infult  during 
his  abfence.  The  eyes  of  all  were  fixed  upon  his  march, 
and  his  foldiers,  who  remembti-ed  Zorndorf,  eagerly  long- 
ed to  try  their  ftrength  once  more  with  the  fame  anta- 
gonifts. 

M.  Daun  was  not  unapprifed  of  the  motions  of  the  Rufli- 
ans, or  the  dffigns  of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  r'C  knew  that 
the  great  fault  of  the  Ruffian  troops,  was  the  want  of  a  re- 
gular and  firm  cavalry,  v»^hich  might  be  depended  upon  in 
a  day  of  a(5lion.  This  defe61:  was  a  principal  caufe'of  their 
misfortune  at  Zorndorf  in  the  lafl  year  ;  a  misfortune  which 
difconcerted  all  the  operations  of  that  campaign.  As  this 
was  the  only  want  which  the  Ruffians  were  under,  fo  it  was 
that  which  Daun  was  beft  able  to  fupply  at  a  fiiort  warning. 
With  this  view  he  fele^fed  about  12,000  of  his  horfe,  and 
there  is  no  better  horfe  than  that  of  the  Auftrians,  which 
with  about  8000  foot,  he  placed  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Laudohn,  one  of  the  ableft  officers  in  that  fervice. 
This  body  was  divided  into  two  columns,  one  of  which 
marched  through  Sileiia,  and  the  other  through  Lufacia, 
By  extreme  good  fortune  and  conduct,  v/ith  little  lofs  or 
oppofition,  they  both  joined  the  Ruffian  army,  and  were 
received  with  tranfports  of  joy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  King  of  Pruffia,  who  was  unable  to 

prevent    this   ftroke,     joined    General   Wedcl    at 

Aug.  4.     Muhlrofe,  and  took  upon  him   the   command  of 

the  united  armies.      But  itill   finding   himfelf  too 

weak  for  the  de.  ifive  action  he    was  preparing  to  attempt, 

kQ  recalled  General  Finck,  whom  he  had  fent  fome  time 

before 
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before  into  Saxony  with  nine  thoufand  men,  in  order  toop- 
pofe  the  Imperialifb  in  that  country.  With  thefe  reinforce- 
ments he  was  not  able  to  raife  his  army  to  fifty  thoufand 
compleat.  That  of  the  Ruffians  fince  the  junction  of  Lau- 
dohn,  was  upwards  of  ninety  thoufand.  They  had  befides, 
taken  a  poft,  which  they  had  fo  ftrongly  entrenched,  and 
defended  with  fuch  a  prodigious  number  of  cannon,  thatit 
was  extremely  difficult  and  hazardous  to  attempt  them, 
yet  under  thefe  accumulated  difadvantages,  it- was  abfolute- 
\y  neceiTary  that  he  fliould  fight.  The  detachments  from 
Count  Daun's  army  already  menaced  Berlin;  Saxony, 
which  he  was  obliged  .to  leave  expofed,  had  become  a  prey 
to  the  Imperialilh;  and  the  Ruffians  united  with  the  Au- 
ftrians,  encamped  before  his  eyes  in  Silefia,  the  beft  and 
richcit  part  of  his  dominions.  In  (hort,  his  former  repu- 
tation, his  prefent  difficulties,  his  future  hopes,  every  mo- 
tive of  honour  and  of  fafety  demanded  an  engagement;  the 
campaign  hafted  to  a  decifion,  and  it  was  evident  that  no- 
thing farther  could  be  done  by  marches  and  choice  of  pofts. 
The  fanguine  temper  of  other  generals  has  often  obliged 
them  to  fight  under  difadvantages ;  but  the  King  of  Pruffia's 
circumflances  were  fuch,  that  from  the  multitude  of  his  e- 
nemies,  he  was  neither  able  to  confult  times  nor  fituations. 
Rafhnefs  could  hardly  dictate,  any  thing  which  in  his  con- 
dition, would  not  have  been  recommended  Ky  prudence. 

When  the  attack  was  refolved,  the  King's  troops  put 
thcmfeives  in  motion  at  two  in  the  morning,  and 
having  formed  themfelves  in  a  wood,  advanced  Aug.  12. 
towards  the  enemy.  It  was  near  eleven,  before 
the  a(5lion  began.  The  principal  effort  of  the  Kingof  Pruf- 
fia  was  againft  the  left  wing  of  the  Ruffian  army.  He  be- 
gan according  to  their  ufual  method,  with  a  fierce  cannon- 
ade, which  having  had  the  effect  he  defired  from  it,  lie 
attacked  that  wing  with  feverai  battalions  difpofed  in  co- 
lumns. 

The  Ruffian  entrenchments  v/ere  forced  with  great 
Haughter.  Seventy-two  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken.  But 
ftili  there  was  a  deri'c  to  be  paffed,  and  feverai  redoubts  to 
be  mailercd,  which  covered  the  village  of  Cunnerfdorf, 
Thefe  were  attacked  with  the  fame  refolution,  and  taken 
one  after  another.  The  enemy  made  another  ftand  at  the 
village,  and  endeavoured  to  preferve  their  ground  there, 
by  pufhing  forward  feverai  battalions  of  horfe  and  foot ; 

Z  2  but 
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but  their  refiftance  there,  proved  not  more  effe(5lual  than 
it  had  dene  every  where  elfe;  they  were  driven  from  poft 
to  poft,  quite  to  the  lait  redoubts.  For  upwards  of  fix 
hours  Fortune  favoured  the  PrulTians,  "who  everywhere 
broke  the  enemy,  with  an  unparallelled  flaughter.  They 
had  driven  them  from  almoft  all  the  ground  which  they 
had  occupied  before  the  battle,  they  had  taken  more  than 
half  their  artillery ;  fcarce  any  thing  feemed  wanting  to  the 
moft  complete  decifion. 

The  King  in  thofe  circumftances  wrote  a  billet  to  the 
Queen  to  this  efFed;  '•  Mad  .m,  we  have  beat  the  Ruffi- 
'^  ans  from  their  entrenchments.  In  two  hours  expect  to 
*'  hear  of  a  glorious  viftory."  This  news  arrived  at  Ber- 
lin, juft  as  the  poft  was  going  out,  and  the  friends  of  the 
King  of  Pruflia  throughout  Europe,  exulted  in  a  certain 
conclufive  vi6lory.  Mean  time.  Fortune  was  preparing  for 
him  a  terrible  reverfe. 

The  enemy,  defeated  in  almoft  every  quarter,  found 
their  left  wing,  fhattered  as  it  was,  to  be  more  entire  than 
any  other  part  of  the  army.  Count  Soltikoff"  therefore  af- 
fembkd  the  remains  of  his  right,  and  gathering  as  many  as 
he  could  from  the  centre,  reinforced  that  wing,  and  made 
a  ftand  at  a  redoubt  which  had  been  ere6led  on  an  advan- 
tageous eminence,  in  a  place  called  The  yew  burying 
ground.  Nothing  v/as  wanting  to  finiih  matters  in  favour 
of  the  King,  but  to  drive  the  Ruffians  from  this  their  laft 
hope.  But  this  enterprize  was  difficult.  It  is  confidently 
faid,  that  the  Pruffian  generals  were  unanimous  in  ^pinion, 
that  they  fhould  not  endeavour  at  that  time  to  pufli  any  fur- 
ther the  advantages  they  had  obtained.  They  represented 
to  the  King,  that  the  enemy  was  ftill  very  numerous,  their 
artillery  confiderable,  and  the  poft  which  they  occupied  of 
great  ftrength;  that  his  brave  troops,  who  had  been  en- 
gaged for  fo  long  a  time,  in  the  fevereft  action,  perhaps, 
ever  known,  and  in  one  of  the  hotteft  days  ever  felt,  were 
too  much  exhaufted  for  a  new  attempt;  an  attempt  of  fuch 
extreme  difficulty,  as  might  daunt  even  troops  that  were 
cjuite  frefti.  That  the  advantage  he  gained  would  be  as  de- 
cifive  in  its  confequences  as  that  at  Zorndorf;  and  whilft 
the  enemy  filled  the  gazettes  of  their  party,  with  frivolous 
difputes  of  the  field  of  battle,  he  would  be  reaping,  as  he 
did  then,  all  the  effects  of  an  unqueftioned  victory.  That 
the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  retire  immediately  into  Po- 

landy 
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land,  and  to  leave  him  at  liberty  to  a(5l   in  other  quarters, 
where  his  prefence  was  full  as  neceflary. 

Thefe  reafons  were  very  cogent ;  and  for  a  few  moments 
they  feemed  to  have  fome  weight  with  the  King.  But  his 
character  foon  determined  him  to  a  contrary  refolution.  He 
could  not  bear  to  be  a  conqueror  by  halves.  One  effort 
more  was  alone  wanting  to  that  victory,  which  would  free 
him  for  ever  from  the  adverfary,  which  had  leaned  heavieft 
on  him  during  the  whole  war. 

Once  more  he  put  all  to  the  hazard.  His  infantry,  ftill 
refolute,  and  fupported  by  their  late  fuccefs,  were  rv.'aJily 
brought  to  act  ^gain.  They  drew  on  their  bodies  fainting 
with  heat  and  labour  to  a  new  attack.  But  the  enterprize 
was  beyond  their  ftrengch.  The  fituation  of  the  enemy  was 
impregnable;  and  their  artillery,  which  began  to  be  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  the  Pruffians,  on  account  of  the  dIfHculty  of 
the  ground,  which  made  it  impoffible  for  the  latter  to  brmg 
up  any  other  than  a  few  fmall  pieces,  repulfcd  thefe  feeble 
battalions  with  a  great  (laughter.  With  an  aftojiiihing,  .per- 
haps, with  ablameable  perfeverance,  the  Pruflian^  infanl-ry 
was  i  rought  to  a  fecond  attack,  and  wcvl-  a  fecond  lune 
repulfed,  and  with  a  Ijfs  greater  than  at  firil.  Thefe  ef- 
forts being  unfuccefsful,  the  affair  was  put  to  the  cavalry. 
They  made  redoubled  but  ufelefs  attacks;  the  horfes  were 
fpent,  as"  well  as  thofe  they  carried 

It  was  juft  at  th  It  t.me,  when  the  Pruflian  horfe  was 
wafted  by  thefe  unfuccefsful  efforts,  that  the  greateil  part 
of  the  Ruflian,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  Auitrian  cavalry, 
which  had  been  hitherto  quite  inactive,  and  which  was 
therefore  quite  frefh,  rufhed  dowji  upon  them,  broke  them 
to  pieces,  forced  them  back  upon  their  foot,  and  threw  the 
w^hole  into  irreparable  diforder.  The  whole  army  was  feiz- 
ed  with  a  panic ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  thofe  troops,  fo 
lately  vi6torious  and  irrefiftable,  were  totally  difperfed  and 
defeated.  The  King  did  every  thing  to  reftore  the  field, 
hazarding  his  perfon,  even  beyond  his  former  daring,  and 
prodigal  of  a  life,  which  he  feemed  to  think,  ought  not  to 
be  feparated  frum  conqueft.  Thrice  he  led  on  his  troops 
to  the  charge;  two  horfes  were  killed  under  him;  feveral 
balls  were  in  his  cloaths.  The  efforts  of  (kill,  courage,  and 
defpair,  were  made,  and  proved  ineffciclual ;  a  fmgle  error 
outweighed  them  all.  Scarcely  a  general,  hardly  an  inferior 
officer  in  the  army  was  without  fome  wound.  That  of  Ge- 
neral 
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neral  Seidlltz  was  particularly  unfortunate;  for  to  that 
wound,  the  failure  of  the  horfe  which  he  commanded,  was 
principally  attributed.  It  was  to  the  fpirit  and  condu6l  of 
this  able  officer,  that  a  great  part  of  the  fuccefs  at  Zorndorf 
was  owing,  and  the  laft  campaign.  It  is  known,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  a  feafonable  movement  of  the  horfe,  the 
whole  PruiTian  army  had  then  been  in  great  danger  of  a 
defeat. 

The  night,  and  the  prudent  ufe  of  fome  eminences, 
which  were  defended  as  well  as  circumftances  would  admit, 
prefervcd  the  PruiTian  army  from  total  deftruclion.  How- 
ever, this  lofs  was  far  greater  than  any  which  they  had  fuf- 
tained  from  the  beginning  of  the  war.  All  their  cannon 
was  taken,  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  by  the  moft 
favourable  accounts,  were  near  twenty  thoufand.  Gene- 
ral Putkammer  was  killed  on  the  fpot.  Thefe  generals 
whofe  names  are  fo  diftinguifhed  in  this  war,  Itzenplitz, 
Hulfen,  Finck,  Wedel,  and  Seidlitz,  were  among  the 
wounded;  as  was  the  Prince  of  Wurtenburg,  and  five  ma- 
jor generals.  The  enemy  could  not  have  fewer  than  ten 
thoufand  killed  on  their  fide.  For  hardly  ever  was  a  more 
bloody  battle. 

When  the  King  of  Pruffia  found  himfelf  obliged  to  quit 
the  field,  he  lent  another  difpatch  to  the  Queen,  expreffed 
in  this  manner,  "  Remove  from  Berlin  with  the  royal  fa- 
"  mily.  Let  the  archives  be  carried  to  Potzdam.  The 
"  town  may  make  conditions  with  the  enemy."  We 
Ihould  in  vain  attempt  to  draw  the  pi<5lure  of  the  court  and 
city,  on  the  receipt  of  fuch  news  in  the  midll  of  the  joy, 
which  they  indulged  for  that  which  they  had  received  but 
a  few  hours  before.  The  terror  was  increafed  by  the  indi- 
llinct  relation  that  foon  followed,  which  gave  them  only 
to  underftand,  that  their  army  was  totally  routed;  that 
there  was  no  account  of  the  King,  and  that  a  Ruffian  army 
was  advancing  to  takepofleffion  of  their  city. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  the  King  of  Pruffia  repafTcd 
the  Oder,  and  encamped  at  Retwcin.  From  thence  he 
moved  to  Fuftenwalde,  and  placed  himfelf  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  Ruffians  did  not  venture  to  make  any  attempt 
upon  Berlin.  He  continually  watched  their  army;  a  part 
of  which,  inftead  of  turning  towards  Brandenburgh,  march- 
ed into  Lufatia,  where  it  joined  that  of  the  Auftrians.  Here 
the  victorious  General  SoltikofF,  for  the  iiril  time,  met  M. 

Daun, 
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Daun,  and  amidft  rejoicings  and  congratulations,  confulted 
about  the  meafures  for  improving  their  fuccefs. 

The  Ruffian  and  Auftrian  armies  thus  united,  fcarce 
Teemed  from  their  ftrength  and  their  vi6lories,  to  have  any 
other  deliberation  left,  than  of  vv'hat  part  of  the  PruiTiaa 
dominions  they  fhould  take  polTefiion.  The  King  was  tv^^ice 
defeated  with  a  vaft  lofs.  He  was  cut  ofF  from  all  commu- 
nication with  the  army  of  his  brother  Prince  Henry;  yet 
to  the  aftonifliment  of  all  the  world,  the  fuperior,  the  vic- 
torious and  united  army  acted  upon  the  defenfive,  and  were 
curbed  in  all  their  motions,  and  fruftrated  in  all  their  de- 
figns,  by  the  inferior,  the  beated  and  divided.  Nothing 
ever  (hewed  the  genius  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  more  fully, 
than  his  conduct  after  the  battle  of  Cunnerfdorf,  In  a  few 
days  after  fo  terrible  a  defeat,  every  thing  was  in  order  in 
his  camp.  He  fupplied  the  lofs  of  his  artillery  from  his 
ilores  in  Berlin.  He  recalled  General  Kleift,  with  about 
five  thoufand  men  from  Pomerania ;  in  prefenceof  two  fuch 
armies  as  thofe,  of  M.  Daun  and  Count  SoltikofF,  he  de- 
tached fix  thoufand  men  from  his  fmall  body,  to  the  relief 
of  Saxony,  where  the  army  of  the  Empire  had  availed  itfelf 
of  his  abfeiice,  to  reduce  the  whole  country.  Hall,  Wit- 
temberg,  Leipfic,  Torgau,  and  at  laft  Drefden  itfelf,  had 
opened  their  gates  to  the  Imperialifts.  With  the  remain- 
der of  his  troops,  he  put  himfelf  between  the  RufUans  and 
Great  Glogau,  covered  that  city,  which  was  the  object  of 
the  enemy's  defigns,  and  faw  them  foon  after,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  two  vi6lories,  obliged  to  return  again  into 
Poland;  and  to  leave  him  free  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

What  was  done  by  the  King  of  PrulTia  fmce  that  time, 
will  be  the  fubjedl  of  another  chapter;  after  we  have  re- 
lated the  proceedings  of  the  Englifh  and  French  in  America, 
to  which  the  order  of  time  directs  our  prefent  attention. 
But  we  cannot  difmifs  the  affairs  of  Germany,  in  which 
two  fuch  battles  as  thofe  of  Minden  and  Cunnerfdorf  were 
fought,  with  events  ^o  different  for  the  common  caufe, 
without  obferving  fomething  concerning  the  two  generals 
who  conduded  them. 

They  are  certainly  in  reputation  the  firft  in  Europe, 
which  probably  never  p  oduced  two  greater  men  ;  though 
they  differ  as  much  in  their  charaders,  and  in  the  kind  of 
talents  they  poffefs,  as  they  agree  in  the  greatnefs  of  their 
abilities  for  war.     The  King  of  Pruflia,  rapid,  vehement, 

impatient. 
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impatient,  often  gives  decifive  blows ;  but  he  often  mifles 
his  ftroke,  and  wounds  himfelf.  Prince  Ferdinand  is  cool, 
deliberate,  exa6l,  and  guarded;  he  fees  every  polTible  ad- 
vantage, he  takes  it  at  the  moment,  purfues  it  as  far  as  it 
will  go;  but  never  attempts  to  pufh  it  farther.  Nothing 
in  the  man  difturbs  the  commander.  In  him,  v/e  do  not 
fee  a  perfon  who  is  a  great  foldier;  it  is  the  idea  of  a  per- 
fe6i:  General;  it  is  a  general  in  the  abftracSl.  Ferdinand 
fufFers  his  temper  to  be  guided  by  his  bufinefs.  He  never 
precipitates  matters  ;  he  takes  them  in  their  order  and  their 
courfe,  and  trufts  nothing  to  fortune.  The  King  on  the 
other  hand,  leads,  and  even  forces  circumftances;  he  does 
not  endeavour  to  remove  but  to  over-leap  obftacles ;  he 
puts  all  to  the  rifque;  and  by  fuftering  Fortune  to  play  her 
part  in  his  defigns,  he  acquires  a  fplendor  and  eclat  in  his 
actions,  which  mere  wifdom  could  never  give  him.  Prince 
Ferdinand  is  famous  for  never  committing  a  fault.  The 
King  of  Pruflia  is  above  all  the  World,  in  repairing  thofe 
he  has  committed.  Like  fome  of  the  o-reat  mafters  in 
writing,  when  ever  he  makes,  or  feems  to  make  a  mif- 
take,  it  is  a  fignal  to  the  obferver,  to  prepare  for  fome 
great  and  admirable  ftroke  of  fpirit  and  conducSt.  His  er- 
rors feem  to  be  fpurs  to  his  abilities.  He  commits  an  er- 
ror, he  repairs  it;  he  errs  again;  and  again  aftonifhes 
us  by  his  manner  of  efcaping.  We  fliould  often  condemn 
the  commander,  but  that  we  are  always  forced  to  admire 
the  hero. 

CHAP.     VL 

Plan  of  the  campaign  in  North  America.  Three  expeditions. 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Poiyit  abandoned.  Colonel  Town- 
Jhend  killed.  Expedition  to  Niagara.  Colonel  Prideaux 
killed.  Sir  William  Jchnfon  defeats  the  French.  Takci 
Fort  Niagara.     Confequences  of  this, 

TH  E  theatre  of  our  operations  in  America,  is  of  fuch 
a  vafl:  extent,  that  if  we  had  perfevered  in  the  courfe 
we  purfucd  for  fome  time,  in  attacking  but  one  place  at 
once,  the  war  would  inevitably  be  fpun  out  to  an  extreme 
length,  without  bringing  on  any  thing  decifive;  and  it 
would  have  rendered  our  natural  fuperiority  of  little  ufe, 
by  fuffering  the  French  to  colled,    as  they  had  hitherto 

doney 
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done,  their  flresgth  Into  one  fingle  point,  which  enabled 
them  to  contend  with  us,  with  a  force  fiifficient  for  the 
fervice  in  that  country.  This  year  another  method  was 
followed.  It  was  propofed  to  attack  the  French  in  all 
their  ftrong  ports  at  once ;  to  fall  as  nearly  as  poffible 
at  the  fame  time  upon  Crown  Points,  Niagara,  and  the 
forts  to  the  fouth  of  Lake  Erie,  whilft  a  great  naval  ar- 
cnament,  snd  a  confiderable  body  of  land  forces  (hould 
attempt  Qiiebcc,  by  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 

This  plan  was  very  advifable,  as  it  tended  to  weaken, 
by  diitracting  the  refiftance  of  the  enemy,  and  whilft  we 
adhered  to  it,  it  was  clearly  impoffible  for  the  French  to 
maintain  their  ground  in  any  of  thofe  places  which  were 
attacked,  without  very  weakly  defending,  or  even  defert- 
ing  fome  of  the  others;  and  if,  by  the  means  of  fuch 
diverfions,  any  of  thofe  places  {hould  fall  into  our  hands, 
the  campaign  could  not  be  faid  to  be  fpent  to  no  purpofe. 
But  befides  the  end  in  diftrading  the  enemy's  defence, 
there  was  another  propofed  of  no  lefs  coniequence;  which 
was  to  make  a  concurrence  in  all  the  various  operations,  fo 
that  whilft  they  divided  the  enemy,  they  might  mutually 
fupport  one  another. 

General  Amherft,  who  commanded  the  American  forces 
in  chief,  with  the  moft  confiderable  body,  amounting,  in 
regulars  and  provincials,  to  about  twelve  thoufand  men, 
was  to  attack  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  by  Lake- 
George;  the  reduction  of  thofe  forts  would  naturally  lay 
open  the  Lake  Champlain,  where,  having  eftahlifhed  a 
fufficient  naval  force,  he  was  by  the  River  Sorel,  which 
forms  the  communication  between  this  Lake  and  the  great 
River  St.  Lawrence,  to  proceed  dire(^ly  to  Qijebec,  the 
capital  of  Canada.  Here  he  was  to  make  a  junftion  with 
General  Wolfe  and  Admiral  Saunders,  who  having  entered 
the  River  St.  Lawrence  at  the  oppofite  quarter,  would  pro- 
bably have  commenced  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  by  the  time 
that  General  Amherft  might  find  it  practicable  to  join 
them.  It  was  not  doubted,  that  if  this  jundfion  could  be 
effe(5fed,  the  redu6lion  of  that  city  would  follow  of  courfe. 

The  third  of  the  grand  operations  was  againft  the  fort, 
near  the  Fall  of  Niagara;  a  place  of  very  great  confequence 
both  in  war  and  in  peace.  The  reduction  of  this  was  com- 
mitted to  Brigadier  General  Prideaux,  under  whom  Sir 
William  Johnfon  commanded  the  provincials  of  New  York, 

A  a  and 
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and  feveral  Indians  of  the  Five  Nations,  who  were  engaged 
in  our  fervice  by  the  credit  that  gentleman  had  obtained  a- 
mong  their  tribes. 

The  objedt  of  this  operation  lay  too  remote  from  the  o- 
thers,  to  expert,  with  any  great  confidence,  that  they 
could  be  afliited  by  its  fuccefs  in  any  other  manner  than  by 
weakening  the  enemy's  forces.  However  it  was  hoped, 
that  if  they  ihould  be  fortunate  enough  to  take  Niagara, 
early  in  the  feafon,  the  troops  might  be  embarked  on  the 
Lake  Ontario,  and  finding  no  longer  any  obftru6fion  from 
Fort  Frontenac,  which  was  deftroyed  laft  year,  might  fall 
down  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  polTibly  either  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  Montreal,  or  by  their  approach 
at  leaft,  draw  fuch  a  force  to  that  part,  as  greatly  to  faci- 
litate our  da^igns  upon  Quebec  and  Crown  Point.  But  if 
this  fcheme,  in  addition  to  its  own  end,  fhould  not  facili- 
tate either  of  the  other  two  capital  undertakings,  it  would 
probably,  as  it  was  the  moft  important  place  the  French 
had  in  that  part  of  the  world,  draw  all  the  troops  they  had 
upon  the  Lakes  to  attempt  its  relief,  which  would  leave 
the  fort,  on  thofe  Lakes  expofed  to  a  fourth,  though  infe- 
rior expedition,  which  was  made  againft  them,  under  Ge- 
neral Stanwix.     In  reality,  it  afterwards  had  that  efFedt. 

The  army  under  General  Amherft  was  the  firft  in  mo- 
tion. The  Lake  George,  or,  as  the  French  call  it,  Lake 
Sacrament,  is  a  long,  but  in  proportion,  narrow  water,  a- 
bout  forty  miles  in  length,  and  enclofed  on  either  fide  with 
marfhy  grounds.  This  communicates  by  another  long  and 
very  narrow  llreight  with  Lake  Champlain.  This  firreight. 
is  fecured  at  each  fide  by  a  fort;  that  to  the  fide  of  Lake 
George,  is  called  Ticonderoga ;  that  to  the  Champlain 
Lake,  is  called  Fort  Frederick,  or  Crown  Point ;  both 
extremely  flrong  in  their  fituation  ;  and  the  former  of  which 
had  repulfed  our  troops  with  a  very  confiderable  /laughter, 
as  has  been  related  amongll  the  events  of  the  laft  year. 

General  Amherft,  after  he  had  pafled  Lake  George,  ar- 
rived w  th  very  little  oppofition  from  the  enemy  before  Ti- 
conderoga; at  firft  the  French  made  fome  appearance,  as 
if  they  meant  to  defend  the  place ;  but  as  they  knew  the 
ftrength  of  our  forces,  as  they  faw  that  the  preparations 
for  the  attack  were  making  with  as  much  judgment  as  vi- 
gour, and  as  the  enterprize  which  was  preparing  againft 
Quebec,  did  not  leave  them  a  force  fo  confiderable  as  they 

had 
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had  there   in  the  preceding  campaign,  tiiey  abandoned  their 
fort   in  the  night,  having  damaged  it  as  much  as        j  , 
they  couid,   and  retired  t(j  Crown  Point  *'     ^ 

General  Amherft  immediately  let  himfelf  about  repair- 
ing the  fortifications  of  this  poit,  whi-  h  effectually  fecured 
the  Lake  George  j  covered  our  co  onie^,  and  was  of  fuch 
vaft  importance,  to  enable  him  to  pufh  forward  his  off.-n- 
five  operations,  or  to  favour  his  retreat,  in  cafe  ot  a  re- 
verfe  of  fortune.  7"he  only  lofs  of  any  confequence  which 
the  Englifli  army  fuffered,  m  making  this  valuable  acquifi- 
tion,  was  the  death  of  Colonel  Townfend,  who  was  killed 
in  reconnoitiing,  by  a  fhot  from  the  fort.  The  fteady 
bravery,  the  promifmg  genius,  and  the  agreea'rle  manners 
of  this  officer,  caufed  this  lofs  to  be  confidered  as  a  very- 
great  one.  They  compared  this  melancholy  event  with 
the  death  of  Lord  Howe;  they  remembered  how  much 
thefe  young  foldiers  refembled  each  other,  both  in  their 
virtues,  and  in  the  circumftances  of  their  fate.  Both  d.ar 
to  the  troops,  and  having  both  loft  their  lives  on  an  expe- 
dition againft  this  place. 

Although  the  general  had  reafon  to  imagine,  that  the 
fame  reafons  which  had  induced  the  enemy  to  abandon 
their  fort  and  lines  at  Ticonderoga,  would  perfuade  them 
alfo  to  relinquifli  Crown  Point  \  he  tooK  all  his  meafures 
with  the  fame  care,  as  if  he  expetSted  an  obftinate  defence 
at  the  fort,  and  an  attempt  to  furprize  him  on  his  march. 
He  remembered  how  fatal  fe  urity  had  proved  to  us,  in  that 
part  o"  the  v/orld  upon  many  occafions. 

The  French  abandoned  the  fort  as  it  had  been  forefeen. 
The  general  retired  with  about  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
men  to  tne  bottom  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  pofted  himtelf 
at  the  illand  called  Ifle  du  Noix.  He  was  ilili  pretty  ftrong 
on  the  lake,  having  feveral  armed  boars  and  Hoops,  with 
which  he  hoped  to  prevent  the  pro^refs  of  tiie  Englifli  into 
the  incerior  parts  of  Canada.  General  Amherft,  as  foon  as 
he  had  taken  polTefTion  of  Crovvn  Point,  ufed  every  * 
endeavour  to  attain  a  naval  luperiority  on  the  lake,  ^*  ^' 
and  in  the  mean  time  began  to  fortify  this  poft,  as  he  had 
that  at  TicoiiderOji;a.  To  this  time  the  French  were  actu- 
ally eftabliflied  in  the  heart  of  our  territories;  fo  that  dur- 
ing a  war  of  three  years,  we  had  in  effe6t  been  only  acting 
on  the  defenfive.  It  was  on  the  day  on  which  Mr.  Am- 
herft took  pofTelllQn  of  Crown  Point,  that  he  received  the 

A  a  2  agreeable 
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agreeable  news  of  the  reduction  of  Niagara,  by  the  troops 
under  Sir  William  Johnfon  ;  and  he  had  the  ;-.leafure  and 
encouragenienc  of  feeing  two  of  the  great  objects  of  the 
campaign  accomplifhed,  whilft  he  prepared  himfelf  to 
co-operate  in  the  accompliftiment  of  the  third,  which  was 
to  be  decifive  of  the  whole.  The  body  v.  hich  had  been 
appointed  for  Niagara,  under  General  Prideaux,  without 
any  accident  arrived  at  the  tort,  which  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  the  lake,  towards  the  fouth-weft  (a). 


(a)  Sir  William  Johnfcn^s  Letter  to  Mtfj  or -General  /Jmherji,   en  his 
Conqueji  cf  the  Fort  at  Hiagara^  2^th  Julj,    I759« 

SIR, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  by  lieutenant  Montcrieffy  Ni- 
apara  furrendered  to  his  majefty's  arms  the  25th  inftant.  A- 
detachnient  of  1200  men,  with  a  number  o{  Indians,  under  the 
command  of  MefTrs.  Aubry  and  de  Lignery,  coUeded  from  Detroi, 
Fenango,  and  Prefque  IJJe,  m.a'de  an  attempt  to  reinforce  the  gar- 
rifon,  the  24th  in  the  morning ;  but  as  I  had  intelligence  of  them, 
I  made  a  aifpofition  to  intercept  them.  The  evening  before,  1 
ordered  the  1  ght  infantry  and  picquets  to  take  poft  on  the  road 
upon  cur  left,  leading  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  fort :  In  the 
morning,  I  reinforced  thefe  with  two  companies  of  grenadiers, 
and  part  of  the  46th  regiment.  The  aflion  began  about  half  an 
hour  after  nine;  but  they  were  fo  well  received  by  the  troops  in 
front,  and  the  Indians  on  their  flank,  that,  in  an  hour's  time,  the 
whole  was  complcatly  ruined,  and  all  their  officers  made  prifo- 
ners,  among  whom  are  Monf.  Aubry,  De  Lignery,  Marin,  Re- 
pentini.  Sec.  to  the  number  of  17.  I  cannot  afcertain  the  num- 
ber of  killed,  they  are  I'o  difperfed  among  the  woods,  but  their 
lofs  is  orreat. 

As  this  happened  under  the  eyes  of  the  garrifon,  I  thought 
proper  to  fend  my  Jaft  fummons  to  the  commanding  officer  for  his 
furrendering,  which  he  lifrened  to.  M.  Moncrieff  will  inform 
you  of  the  ftate  of  our  ammunition  and  provifions;  I  hope  care 
will  be  taken  to  forward  an  immediate  fupply  of  both  to  Ofvoego. 
As  the  troops  that  were  defeated  yefterday  were  drawn  from  thofe 
pofts,  which  lie  in  General  Stanivix's  route,  I  am  in  hopes  it  will 
be  of  the  utmort  confequence  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition. 
The  public  liores  of  the  garrifon,  that  can  be  faved  from  the 
Indians,  I  (hall  order  the  affiftant  quarter-mafter-general,  and  the 
clerk  to  take  an  account  of,  as  foon  as  poffible. 

As 
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This  is  without  exception,  the  moft  important  poft  in 
America,  and  iecures  the  greatOfft  number  of  communica- 
tions. For  it  is  fituated  ai  the  very  entrance  of  a  flrei^ht, 
by  which  the  Lake  Ontario  is  joined  to  that  of  Erie,  which 
is  connected  with  the  other  three  great  fcas  of  frefli  water, 
by  the  courfe  of  the  vaft  river  St,  Lawrence,  which  runs 
through  them  all,  and  carries  off  their  fuperfiuous  v^aters 
to  the  ocean.  A  little  above  the  fort,  is  the  cataract  of 
Niagara,  which  is  eilcemed  the  moft  remarkable  in  the 
world,  for  the  quantity  of  water,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the 
fall.  This  fall  would  interrupt  the  comm.rce  between  the 
lakes,  but  for  a  road  wnich  the  Fx^ench  have  made  up  the 
hilly  country  that  lies  up  the  ftreight ;  fo  that  there  is  here 
a  good  carrying-place,  and  not  very  tedious  -,  for  after  a 
portage  of  about  eight  miles,  you  reimbark  again,  and  pro- 
ceed without  any  interruption  to  the  Lake  Erie. 

As  the  great  communication  of  thoie  who  go  by  v/.-ter 
is  along  this  ftreight,  and  carrying  place,  fo  thole  who  tra- 
vel by  land,  are  obliged  to  crofs  it.  The  lakes  are  fo  dif- 
pofed,  that  without  a  fomewhat  hazardous  voyage,  the  In- 
dians cannot  any  otherv/ife  pafs  from  the  north-weft  to  the 
fouth-eaft  parts  of  North-America,  for  many  hundred  miles. 
The  fort  of  Niagara,  thus  naturally  commands  all  the  Five 
Nations,  and  ^U  thofe  Indian  tribes  that  lie  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  lakes,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are  fcattered  alono^ 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  Ouabache,  and  MilTifippi,  and  ac- 
cording as  it  is  poffeiFed  by  the  Englifti  or  the  French, 
conncdls  or  disjoints  the  colonies  of  Canada  and  Loufiana, 
protects  or  lays  open  our  own,  and  is  in  all  refpects  of  fo 
much  confequence,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  perfons,  the 
moft  converfant  in  American  buftnefs,  that  this  attempt 
ought  to  have  been  made  much  earlier  ;  and,  that  if  fuck 
an  attempt,  made  at  fuch  a  time,  had  fucceeded,  it  would 
have  contributed  very  much  to  the  fecurity  of  thofe  parts 

of 

As  all  my  ar;encion  at  prefent  is  taken  up  with  che  Indians^  that 
the  capitulation  I  have  agreed  to  may  be  obferved,  your  Excel- 
lency will  excufe  my  not  being  more  particular. 

Permit  me  to  a/Ture  you,  in  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  fiege, 
which  was  fevere  and  painful,  the  ofHcers  and  «nen  behaved  with 
the  utmoft  chearfulnefs  and  bravery.  I  have  only  to  regret  the 
lofs  of  General  PrUeaux  and  Colonel  John/on.  I  endeavoured 
to  purfue  the  late  General's  vigorous  meafures,  the  good  efFedls 
of  which  he  deferved  to  enjoy.  W.  JOHNSON, 
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of  our  colonies,  which  were  the  moft  cxpofed,  and  would 
have,  at  the  fame  time,  greatly  facilitated  all  our  offenfive 
meafures,  and  fhortened  the  war. 

From  the  time  that  the  French  were  acquainted  with 
this  place,  they  were  fully  poflefled  with  an  opinion  of  its 
importance,  both  with  regard  to  commerce,  and  to  domi- 
nion. They  made  feveral  attempts  to  eftat'lifh  themfelves 
here;  but  the  Indians  who  feemed  more  fenfible  of  the  con- 
sequences than  we  were,  conftantly  oppofed  it.  They 
guarded  this  fpot  for  a  long  time,  with  a  very  fevere  and 
prudent  jealoufy. 

But  whilft  we  negle6led5  confiding  in  our  ftrength,  to  cul- 
tivate the  friendfliip  of  the  Indians,  the  French,  fenfible  of 
their  weaknefs,  omitted  no  endeavour  to  gain  thefe  favage 
people  to  their  interefts,  and  they  prevailed  at  laft,  under  the 
name  of  a  trading  houfe,  to  ered  a  ftrong  fort  at  the  mouth 
of  the  ftreight,  on  the  very  beft  harbour,  not  only  on  this, 
but  on  any  of  the  lakes  ;  an  harbour  which  is  fafe  from  e- 
very  wind,  and  op^n  for  the  whole  year.  A  French  officer, 
an  able  and  enterprifing  man,  had  been  a  prifoner  among 
the  Iroquois  for  a  long  time,  and  having,  according  to  their 
cuftom,  been  naturalized,  he  grew  extremely  popular  a- 
mongft  them,  and  at  laft  acquired  his  liberty.  He  com- 
municated to  the  then  Governor  of  Canada,  the  plan  of  an 
^ftablifhment  at  Niagara,  and  he  himfelf  undertook  to  exe- 
cute it.  He  returned  amongft  the  Iroquois,  and  pretending 
great  love  for  their  nation,  which  was  now  his  own,  told 
them,  that  he  would  gladly  come  to  make  frequent  vifits 
to  his  brethren  ;  but  it  was  proper  for  that  purpofe,  that 
they  fhould  allow  him  to  build  an  houfe,  where  he  might 
live  at  eafe,  and  according  to  hii  own  manner:  at  the  fame 
time,  he  propofed  to  them,  advantasjes  in  trade  from  this 
eftablifliment.  A  requeft,  which  feemed  a  compliment  to 
thofe  to  whom  it  was  made,  was  readily  granted.  The 
houfe  was  built.  By  degrees  this  houfe  extended  itfelf ;  it 
was  ftrengthened  by  various  additions;  and  it  grew  at  laft 
to  a  regular  fortrefs,  which  has  ever  fmce  awed  the  Five 
Nations,  and  checked  our  colonies. 

The  fiege  of  this  place  had  not  been  long  formed,  before 
T   I  General  Prideaux  was  killed  in  the  trenches,  by 

^  ^  *  the  burfting  of  acohorn.  As  (oon  as  this  accident 
happened,  which  threatened  to  throw  a  damp  on  the  ope- 
rations, 
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rations,  an  exprefs  was  fent  to  General  Amberfl,  who  al- 
ways attentive  to  the  fervice,  loft  no  time  to  fend  an  offi- 
cer of  character  to  command  in  his  place.  But  the  com- 
mand, which  in  the  interim  devolved  upon  Sir  William 
Johnfon,  could  not  have  been  better  beftowed.  He  omit- 
ted nothing  to  continue  the  vigorous  meafures  of  the  late 
Genera],  and  added  to  them,  every  thing  his  own  genius 
could  fuggeft.  Refpe(Si:ed  by  the  regular  troops,  dear  to 
the  provincials,  almoft  adored  by  the  Indians,  polielled  of 
that  genius  for  acquiring  popularity  amongft  .  11  kinds  of 
men,  and  that  verfatile  difpofiti«>n,  which  we  fo  feldom  fee 
united  with  difmtereltednefs  and  integrity,  he  employed 
thofe  talents  folely  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  The 
troops,  remembering,  that  it  was  under  that  General, 
the  firft  advantage  had  been  obtained  over  the  French, 
puftied  on  the  fiege  with  fo  much  alacrity,  that  in  a  hw 
days  they  had  brought  their  approaches  within  an  hundred 
yards  of  the  covered  way. 

The  French  were  alarmed  at  the  irriminent  danger  of  this 
interefting  place.  They  therefore  collected  all  the  regular 
troops  and  provincials,  which  they  could  draw  from  all  their 
pofts  about  the  lakes,  and  to  thofe  joined  a  large  body  of 
favages,  in  order  to  give  the  Englifh  battle,  and  to  raife  the 
fiege.     The  amounted  in  all  to  1700  men. 

When  General  Johnfon  was  apprized  of  their  approach, 
he  ordered  his  light  infantry,  fupported  by  fome  grenadiers 
and  regular  foot,  to  take  poft  on  the  road  to  his  left,  by 
which  the  French  were  to  take  their  route.  He  placed  his 
Indians  on  his  flanks.  Whilft  he  took  meafures  to  receive 
the  French,  v/ho  came  to  relieve  the  place,  he  pofted  a 
ftrong  body,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fecure  his  trenches 
from  any  attempt  of  the  garrifon  during  an  engagement. 

In  this  difpofition  he  waited  to  receive  the  ene-  j  , 
my.  At  nine  in  the  morning  the  engagement  be-  -'"  /  ^* 
gan,  by  a  violent  and  horrid  fcream  of  the  enemy's  favages, 
according  to  their  barbarous  cuftom.  It  was  this  fcream, 
perhaps  the  moft  horrid  found  that  can  be  imagined,  which 
is  faid  to  have  ftruck  a  panic  into  the  troops  of  General 
Braddock,  and  was  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  that  de- 
teat,  by  which  our  endeavours  in  America  were  fo  long 
fruftrated ;  but  on  this  occafion  it  had  no  .ffed:.  The  e- 
nemy  was  fo  well  received  by  the  troops  in  front,  and  by 
the  Indians  on  their  flanks,  that  in  lefs  than  an  hour's  time, 

their 
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their  whole  army  was  ruined.  The  purfuit  was  hot  and 
bloody  ;  and  it  continued  for  five  miles.  Seventeen  offi- 
cers were  made  pri Toners,  among  whom  were  the  firfl  and 
fecond  in  command. 

T   I  This   ad  ion   v/as  .fought  in  fight  of  the  fort ; 

■^  J  ^'  and  it  was  no  fooner  concluded  it  favour  of  our 
troops,  than  the  General  fummoned  the  garrifon  to  fur- 
render;  fending  a  lift  of  the  prifoners,  and  remonffraiing 
on  the  ill  cfieds  of  their  holding  out  longer,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  Indians.  The  capitulation  w^as  figned 
that  night.  The  garrifon,  confifting  of  abour  6oc  men, 
furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  and  were  conduced  to  New 
York.  The  fort  and  flores  v/ere  given  up  to  the  Englifh 
troops. 

This  was  the  fecond  very  important  fervice  performed 
by  General  Johnfon  in  this  war,  and  a  fecond  time  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  make  the  corrmander  in  chief  of  the 
enemy  his  prifoner.  It  muft  not  be  omitted,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  this  gentleman,  that  though  he  was  not  regularly 
bred  a  foluitr,  the  moft  compleat  officer  could  not  have 
made  more  excellent  difpofitions  for  the  battle,  or  have 
conduced  the  liege  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  with  a 
more  cool  and  fleady  rtfolution,  or  with  a  more  compleat 
knowledge  of  all  the  necellary  manoeuvres  of  war.  The 
taking  of  Niagara  broke  ofFeiFedtually  that  communication, 
fo  m.i:ch  talked  off,  and  fo  much  dreadedv  between  Ca- 
nada and  Lcuifiana,  and  by  this  ftroke,  one  of  the  capi- 
tal, political  dcfjgns  of  the  French,  which  gave  occafion 
to  the  prefent  war,  was  defeated  in  its  dired  and  im- 
mediate objed. 


C  H"  A  P. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

The  expedition  again/}  ^cebec.  The  IJIe  of  Orleans  occu- 
pied. Defcription  of  the  town  and  harbour  of  Quebec, 
Situation  of  the  French  army.  Adlion  at  the  Falls  of 
Montmorenci.  General  Wolfe  fickens.  The  camp  remo- 
ved to  Poiyit  Levi.  The  troops  go  up  the  river.  The 
battle  of  ^ebec.  General  Wolfe  killed,  Fre?ich  defeat- 
ed. M.  de  Montcalm  killed,  ^ebec  furrenders.  Move- 
ments of  General  Amherjt  on  Lake  Champlain, 

THE  confequences  which  attended  the  redu(9:ion  of  the 
fort  of  Niagara,  as  well  as  thofe  upon  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  were  very  interefting  j  but  the  great  and  central 
operation  to  which  all  the  reft  tended,  and  to  which  even 
thofe  were  to  be  otnly  fubfcrvient,  was  that  againir  Que- 
bec, the  capital  of  Canada  ;  and  as  this  was  to  be  the  de- 
cifive  ftroke,  it  was  proper  that  the  greateft  force  fhould 
have  been  employed  againft  it.  If  we  reckon  the  maritime 
force,  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  employed  a  greater  numT 
ber  of  men  againft  Quebec,  than  againft  the  Champlain 
forts  J  but  the  land  forces,  from  fome  caufe,  fell  much 
fhort  of  the  number  originally  propofed,  for  they  did  not 
exceed  70CO  men,  regulars  and  provincials,  though  the 
original  plan  intended  9000  for  that  expedition,  indepen- 
dent of  the  junction  of  thofe  under  Gen.  Amherft,  whofe 
affiftance  on  the  occafion  was  taken  for  granted.  In  this 
expedition  Gen.  Wolfe  commanded  the  land  forces.  The 
fleet  was  under  Admiral  Saunders. 

The  whole  embarkation  arrived  in  the  latter 

26th.  end  of  June  in  the  Ille  of  Orleans,  a  few  leagues 
from  Quebec,  without  any  accident  whatfoever, 
notwithftanding  the  ill  fame  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and 
the  reports  of  its  dangerous  navigation,  probably  fpread 
for  political  purpofes.  They  landed  upon  the  Ifle  of  Or- 
leans, which  is  formed  by  the  branches  of  the  river  St. 
Laurence.  This  ifland  is  about  twenty  miles  in  length, 
and  feven  or  eight  in  breadth,  highly  cultivated,  and  af- 
fording every  kind  of  refrefhment  to  the  foldiers  and  failors 
after  their  tedious  voyage. 

As  this  ifland  extends  quite  up  to  the  bafon  of  Quebec, 
it  was  neceflary  to  poflefs  it  in  order  to  ad  againft  the 

B  b  town; 
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town ;  for  the  moft  wefterly  point  of  this  ifland  advances 
towards  an  high  point  of  land  on  the  continent,  called  Point 
Levi.  Both  of  thefe  (hut  up  the  view  of  the  northern  dnd 
fouthern  channel,  which  environ  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  fo 
that  the  harbour  of  Quebec  appears  to  be  a  bafon  landlock- 
ed upon  all  fides.  The  pofiellion  of  both  thefe  points  were 
necelTary,  as  they  might  be  employed  either  with  great  ad- 
vantage againft  the  town,  or  much  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
befiegers;  for  whilft  the  enemy  continued  mafters  of  thofe, 
it  was  impoflible  for  a  fhip  to  lie  in  the  harbour  of  Quebec, 
When  thefe  pofts  were  poffeiTed,  which  was  done  with 
little  difficulty,  the  harbour  and  town  of  Quebec  appeared 
full  to  the  view,  at  once  a  tempting  and  difcouraging 
fight.  For  no  place  feems  po^elTed  of  greater  benefits  of 
nature ;  nor  any  of  which  nature  feems  more  to  have  con- 
fulted  the  defence. 

Quebec,  fays  F.  Charlevoix,  can  boaft  of  a  frefli  water 
harbour,  capable  of  containing  an  hundred  men  of  war  of 
the  line,  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  diftance  from 
the  fea.  It  lies  on  the  mofl  navigable  river  in  the  univerfe. 
The  river  St.  Laurence  up  to  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  that  is  for 
about  112  leagues  from  its  mouth,  is  no  where  lefs  than 
from  four  to  five  leagues  broad ;  but  above  that  ifle  it  nar- 
rows, fo  that  before  Quebec  it  is  not  above  a  mile  over. 
Hence  this  ph-ce  got  the  name  of  Qtiebeis  or  Quebec, 
which,  in  the  Algonquin  tongue,  fignilies  a  flrait. 

The  city  is  the  feat  of  the  governor  and  the  intend- 
ant,  and  the  fupreme  tribunals  of  juftice  for  all  the  French 
North  America  ;  it  is  alfo  an  epifcopal  fee,  and  a  place  of 
confiderable  trade.  It  is  large  in  extent,  and  elegant  in 
many  of  its  buildings  both  public  and  private.  It  confifls 
of  an  upper  and  lower  town  ;  the  lower,  which  is  narrow, 
is  built  upon  a  flrand,  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  rock,  upon 
which  the  upper  tov/n  ftands.  This  rock  extends  itfelf, 
and  continues  with  a  bold  and  fleep  front,  weft  ward  along 
the  river  St.  Laurence  for  a  confiderable  way.  Another 
river  from  the  north-weft,  called  St.  Charles,  falls  here  in- 
to the  former,  wafhing  the  foot  of  the  rock  on  which  Que- 
bec ftands;  the  point  on  which  the  town  is  built,  thus  be- 
comes a  fort  of  peninfula  by  the  jun6f:ion  of  thefe  rivers; 
fo  that  whoever  attacks  Queb:  c,  muft  either  make  his  ap- 
proaches above  the  town,  and  overcome  the  precipice  which 
i  have  mentioned,  or  crofs  the  river  St,  Charles,  and  at- 
tempt 
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tempt  it  upon  that  fide.  The  former  of  thofe  methods  muft 
appear  to  a  prudent  commander  wholly  unadvifeable,  and 
the  latter  extremely  difficult.  If  the  former  method  fbould 
be  attempted,  they  would  have  that  dangerous  precipice  to 
overcome,  defended  by  the  enemies  whole  force,  whicji 
the  attack  would  drav/  to  this  quarter.  On  the  other  hand 
the  country  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  northward, 
for  more  than  five  miles,  is  extremely  rough,  broken  and 
difficult,  full  of  rivulets,  gullies,  and  ravines,  and  fo  con- 
tinues to  the  river  of  Montmorenci,  which  flows  by  the 
foot  of  a  fteep  and  woody  hill.  On  the  fide  of  the  iver  St. 
Laurence  is  a  oank  of  fand  of  great  extent,  which  pre- 
vents the  approach  of  any  confiderable  velTel, 

In  this  advantageous  fituation  was  the  French  army  pof?- 
ed,  upon  what  was  deemed  the  only  acceffible  fide  of  Que- 
bec, all  along  from  the  river  St.  Charles  to  that  of  Mont- 
morenci, entrenched  at  every  attackable  fpot,  with  the  ri- 
ver and  fandbank  abovementioned  in  their  front,  and  thick 
impenetrable  woods  upon  their  rear.  It  is  impoffible  to 
imagine  a  ftronger  poftj  a  poft  at  once  more  dcfenfible  in 
itfelf,  or  better  calculated  for  fuccouring  a  city,  on  v/hich 
fide  foever  it  fhould  be  attacked.  Thus  poised,  they  great- 
ly exceeded  in  number  the  befiegers,  being  about  10,000 
men,  under  an  able,  and  thitherto  fortunate  commander, 
M.  de  Montcalm,  who,  though  he  was  fuperior  in  number 
to  the  Englifh,  refolved  to  rifque  nothing,  and  wifely  relied 
on  the  natural  ftrength  of  the  country. 

When  Wolfe  faw  the  fituation  of  the  town,  the  nature 
of  the  country,  the  number  o;  the  troops,  and  their  pofiti- 
on,  though  of  a  fanguine  temper  and  highly  adventurous, 
he  began  to  defpair  ;  but,  however  anoth  r  commander 
might  have  thought  inadion  in  fuch  circumftances  juftified 
tb  himfjlf,  or  even  to  the  world,  by  fuch  ftrong  appearan- 
ces, Wolfe  refolved  to  leave  nothing  unatiempted,  but 
amidft  the  choice  of  difficulties  which  lay  before  him,  to 
pitch  upon  thofe  where  the  valour  of  his  troops  might  be 
employed  with  the  beil:  profpedt  of  fuccefs. 

As  foon  as  he  had  fecured  the  weft  point  of  the  ifle  of 
Or'eans,  and  that  of  Levi,  he  ere£led  batteries  there  of 
cannon  and  mortars,  on  the  high  ground,  from  the  point 
of  Levi,  which  lookb  towards  the  town  ;  thefe  fired  conti- 
nually upon  the  place;  Admiral  Saunders  was  ftation  d  -'2- 
law  in  the  north  channel  of  the  ille  of  Orleans,  oppofite  to 

B  b  2  Montmorenci , 
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Montmorenci ;  Admiral  Holmes  was  ftationed  above  the 
town,  at  once  to  diftract  the  enemies  attention,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  attempts  from  the  enemy  againft  the  batteries  that 
played  upon  the  town. 

After  this  wife  difpofition  was  made  of  the  fleet.  Gen. 
Wolfe  caufed  the  troops  to  be  tranfported  over  the  north 
channel  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  to  the  north-eaft  of  Mont- 
morenci, with  a  view  of  palFing  that  river,  and  bringing 
the  enemy  to  an  engagement.  Some  heights  which  com- 
manded the  enemies  intrenchments,  and  a  ford  above,  and 
another  below  the  falls,  encouraged  him  to  this  attempt  j 
but  upon  reconnoitring  the  ground,  the  oppofite  fhore  was 
found  fo  fteep  and  woody,  that  he  could  not  hope  to  put  his 
defign  in  execution,  which  was  by  moving  tov/ards  the  ene- 
mies flank,  to  draw  them  to  an  engagement.  To  bring 
the  French  to  an  action  was  his  fmgle  object.  He  had 
found  that  any  attempts  to  aflault  the  city  would  prove  to 
no  purpofe,  whilfl:  the  fleet  could  only  batter  the  lower 
town,  and  muft  fufFer  greatly  by  the  cannon  and  bombs  of 
the  upper,  whilft  they  were  employed  in  this  ineffectual 
fervice;  for  after  the  reduction  of  tlie  lower  town,  the  paf- 
fages  to  the  upper  were  extremely  fteep,  and  moreover  fo 
well  entrenched,  that  this  advantage  would  prove  little  to- 
wards the  redu6tion  of  ,the  place. 

The  only  point  left,  therefore,  was  by  every  means  to 
entice  or  force  the  enemy  to  an  engagement ;  and  to  this 
end  no  means  were  omitted,  by  fending  detachments  up 
the  river,  and  by  every  appearance  of  a  defign  to  attack 
the  town  on  that  fide.  But  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  in 
chufmg  his  pofl,  was  well  apprifcd  of  its  importance.  He 
knew  fufliciently  the  nature  of  the  country  up  the  river,  and 
he  irufted  to  it;  and  therefore  kept  himfelf  clofely  in  his 
poll:,  difpofing  his  parties  of  favages,  in  which  he  was  very 
ftrong,  in  fuch  a  manner,  ^s  to  make  any  attempt  upon 
him  by  furprife  abfolutely  impoflfible.  In  the  mean  time, 
from  the  town,  firc{hips  and  boats  were  let  down  the  ftream 
to  defliioy  the  {hipping,  which,  as  they  almoit  wholly  filled 
the  channel,  were  greatly  endangered.  But  by  the  ex- 
traordinary fkill  and  vigilance  of  Admiral  Saunders,  every 
veflTel  of  this  kind  fent  againft  them  was  towed  afliore  with- 


out doing  the  leaft  mifchief. 
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The  general  finding  that  all  his  efforts  to  decoy  the  enemy 
to  an  engagement  had  proved  unfuccefsful,  and,  fenfible 
that  thev  delired  nothing  more  than  to  a6t  defenfively,  un- 
til the  feafon  itfelf  fliould  fight  for  them  and  oblige  the 
Eno^lifh  to  retire,  he  came  at  laft,  in  fpite  of  all  difficulties, 
to  the  refolution  of  attacking  them  in  their  entrenchments 
on  the  fide  of  Montmorenci.  The  place  where  the  attack 
was  to  be  made,  was  chofen  with  great  judgment,  as  the 
only  place  thereabouts  in  which  the  artillery  could  be  brought 
into  ufe;  as  there,  and  there  only,  the  greateft  part,  or 
even  the  whole  of  the  troops,  might  a6l  at  once,  and  that 
there  the  retreat  in  cafe  of  a  repulfe  was  fecure,  at  leaft  for 
a  certain  time  of  the  tide.  Having  determined  upon  the 
place  where  the  attack  was  to  be,  which  was  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Montmorenci,  the  beft  difpofitions  for  it  were 
made,  both  on  the  part  of  the  Admiral  and  of  the 
General.  But  notwithftanding  that  the  whole  July  30. 
was  conducted  with  equal  vigour  and  prudence,  it 
was  totally  defeated  by  one  of  thofe  accidents  which  fo  fre- 
quently interpofe  to  the  difgrace  of  human  wifdom,  and 
which  demonfirates  that  fhe  is  far  from  being  the  fole  arbi- 
trefs  of  war. 

The  Englifh  grenadiers,  who  led  the  attack,  had  orders, 
immediately  after  their  landing,  to  form  themfelves  on  the 
beach;  but  inftead  of  forming  themfelves  as  they  v/ere  di- 
re£led,  from  the  hurry  and  noife  of  their  landing,  or  from 
an  ill-governed  ardor,  they  ruftied  impetuoufly  towards  the 
enemies  entrenchments  in  the  utmoft  diforder  and  confufi- 
on,  without  waiting  for  the  corps  which  were  to  fuftain 
them,  and  join  in  the  attack.  In  this  diforder,  they  were 
met  by  a  violent  and  fteady  fire  from  the  entrenchments,  by 
which  they  were  thrown  into  more  confufion,  and  obliged 
them  to  Ihelter  themfelves  behind  a  redoubt,  which  the 
French  had  abandoned  on  their  approach. 

The  General  perceiving  that  it  was  impoflible  for  thefe 
grenadiers  to  form  under  fo  feverea  fire,  that  the  night  drew 
on,  a  violent  tempeft  was  gathering,  and  the  tide  began  to 
make,  faw  clearly  that  he  had  nothing  further  left,  than  to 
order  a  retreat,  with  as  little  difadvantage  as  pofiible.  He 
therefore  called  off^ thofe  troops,  and  having  formed  behind 
Brig.  Monckton's  corps,  which  was  on  the  beach  in  excel- 
lent 
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lent  order,  the  whole  repaffed  the  river  without  moleftati- 
on,  the  General  expofing  his  perfon  with  that  intrepidity, 
which  diftinguifhed  him  both  during  the  attack,  and  the 
retreat. 

I'he  lofs  in  this  check  was  not  inconfiderable;  and  the 
event  on  the  whole  was  fuch,  as  to  difcourage  any  further 
attempts  upon  that  fide.  They  returned  to  the  old  meafures* 
The  General  again  fent  fome  bodies  above  the  town,  and 
fome  men  of  war  failed  up  the  ftream  for  more  than  twelve 
leagues.  They  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had 
amafled  fome  magazines  of  provifions  in  the  interior  coun- 
try, and  they  propofed  by  getting  between  them  and  the 
town,  to  draw  the  French  army  from  their  entrenchments^ 
to  the  long-defired  engagement ;  but  if  they  failed  to  com- 
pafs  this,  they  might  at  leaft  deftroy  the  fhips  of  war  which 
the  enemy  had  in  the  river,  and  help  to  open  a  communica- 
tion between  them  and  Gen.  Amherft,  on  whom  their  laft 
expectations  were  fixed,  and  who,  they  flattered  them- 
felves,  was  on  his  march  to  their  afiiftance. 

But  though  they  fucceeded  in  deftroy  ing  fome  of  the  ene- 
mies magazine^,  there  was  nothing  of  great  moment  in 
this.  They  could  not  come  near  the  men  of  war.  How- 
ever they  received  intelligence  from  fome  prifoners,  of  the 
fuccefs  of  Sir  William  Johnfon  againft  Niagara ;  they 
learned  likewife,  that  the  French  had  foothed  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  Gen.  Amherft,  by  abandoning  Crown 
Point  and  Ticonderoga.  But  this  intel-Iigence,  otherwife 
fo  pleafmg,  brought  them  no  profpeft  of  the  approach  of 
any  afliftance  from  that  quarter.  The  feafon  wafted  apace. 
The  General  fell  violently  ill,  confumed  by  care,  watching, 
and  a  fatigue,  too  great  to  be  fupported  by  a  delicate  confti- 
tution,  and  a  body  unequal  to  that  vigorous  and  «nerprifing 
foul  that  it  lodged.  It  was  not  enough  for  him  to  efcape 
from  fo  great  an  expedition  uncondenmed  and  unapplauded; 
to  be  pitied,  was  he  thought  but  a  milder  ccnfure;  and  he 
knew  that  no  military  conduct  can  fbine,  unlefs  it  be  gifd- 
ed  v/ith  fuccefs.  His  own  hiL,h  notions,  the  public  hope, 
the  good  fuccefs  of  other  commanders,  all  turned  inward 
upon  him,  opprefled  his  fpirits,  and  converted  difappoint- 
ment  into  difeafe.  As  foon  as  he  had  a  little  recovered,  he 
difpatched  an  exprefs  with  an  accouns  of  his  proceedings  to 

England, 
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England  (c)^  written  indeed  in  the  ftile  of  defpondcncy,  ^ut 
with  luch  perfpicuity,  cleariiels,  and  elegance,  as  would 
have  ranked  him  amongft  our  beft  writers,  if  his  military 
exploits  had  not  placed  him  among  our  greateft  command- 
ers. 

He 


(cj    Mojor  General  Wolfe's  Letter ,    and  Admiral  Saunders's,    to 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  relati<ve  to  the  Operations  at  ^ebec. 

Head  garters   at  Montmorenci,    in    the  Ri'ver   Saint   Laurence^ 
Sept.  2,    1759. 

S    I    R, 

IWiih  I  could,  upon  this  occafion,  have  the  honour  of  tranH- 
mitting  to  you  a  more  favourable  acrcunt  of  the  progrefs  of  his 
Majefty's  arms;  but  the  obllaclrs  we  nave  met  with,  in  the  ope- 
rations of  the  campaign,  are  much  greater  .han  we  had  reafon  to 
exped,  or  could  forefee;  not  fo  much  from  tne  number  of  the 
enemy  (tho'  fuperiour  to  us)  as  from  the  natural  ftrength  of  the 
country,  which  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  feems  Wifely  to  depend 
upon. 

When  I  learned  that  fuccours  of  all  kinds  had  be^n  thrown  in- 
to ^ebec  ;  that  five  battalions  of  regular  troops,  completed  from 
the  beil  of  toe  inhabitants  of  the  country,  fome  of  the  troops  of 
the  Colony,  •  n^  everv  Canadian  that  as  able  to  bear  arms,  be- 
lides  feve  al  iiaiions  of  favages,  h?.d  taken  the  field  in  a  verv  ad- 
vantageoui  fi:uati  ^n ;  I  could  not  flatter  myfelf  that  I  fhould  be 
able  to  reduce  the  place.  1  foui^ht  nowever  an  occafion  to  attack 
their  army,  knowina  well  that  with  thefe  troops  I  was  able  to 
fight,  and  hoping  that  a  vidory  might  difperfe  them. 

We  found  them  incamp.d  along  the  ihore  of  Beaufort,  from 
the  river  St.  Charles  to  the  falls  of  Montmorenci,  and  intrenched 
in  every  ace  flible  part.  The  27th  of  |une  we  landed  upon  the 
ifle  of  Orleans ;  but  receiving  a  meifage  from  the  Admiral,  that 
there  was  reafon  to  thmk  the  enemy  had  artillery,  and  a  force 
«pon  the  point  of  Le<vi,  I  detached  Bng.  Monckton  with  four  bat- 
talions to  them  from  thence.  He  paiTed  the  river  the  29th 
at  night,  and  marched  the  next  day  to  the  point ;  he  obliged  the 
enemy's  irregulars  to  retire,  and  pofTeffed  himfelf  of  that  poft: 
The  advanced  part  es  upon  this  occafion  had  two  or  three  Ikir- 
mifties  with  the  Canadians  and  Indiant,  with  little  lofs  on  either 
ftde. 

Colonel 
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He  refolved,  when  he  fent  away  his  account,  to  conti- 
nue the  campaign  to  the  laft  poflible  moment;  and  after  a 
deliberation  with  his  officers,  determined,  that  any  further, 

attempts 


Colonel  CarUton  marched  with  a  detachment  to  the  Wefter- 
moft  point  of  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  from  whence  our  operations 
were  likely  to  begin. 

It  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  poflefs  thefe  two  points,  and  for- 
tify them  ;  becaufe  from  either  the  one  or  the  other,  the  enemy 
might  make  itimpoffible  for  any  (hip  to  be  in  the  bafon  of^e6ect 
•r  even  within  two  miles  of  it. 

Batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  were  eredled  with  great  dif- 
patch  on  the  point  of  Le*vij  to  bombard  the  town  and  magazines, 
and  to  injure  the  works  and  batteries:  The  enemy  perceiving 
thefe  works  in  fome  forwardnefs,  pafTed  the  river  with  1600  men 
to  attack  and  deftroy  them.  Unluckily  they  fell  into  confufion, 
iired  upon  one  another,  and  went  back  again ;  by  which  we  loft 
an  opportunity  of  defeating  this  large  detachment.  The  efFedl  of 
this  artillery  has  been  fo  great  (though  acrofs  the  river)  that  the 
upper  town  is  confiderably  damaged,  and  the  lower  town  entirely 
deftroy ed. 

The  works  for  the  fecurity  of  our  hofpitals  and  ftores  on  the 
iile  of  Orleans  being  finilhed,  on  the  9th  of  Jufy  at  night,  we 
pafied  the  North  channel,  and  incamped  near  the  enemy's  left, 
the  river  Mcntmorenci  between  us  The  next  morning  Captain 
Dank^s  Company  of  Rangers,  pofted  in  a  wood  to  cover  fome 
workmen,  were  attacked  and  defeated  by  a  body  of  Indians^  and 
had  fo  many  killed  and  wounded,  as  to  be  almoft  difabled  for 
the  reft  of  the  campaign  :  The  enemy  alfo  fuftered  in  this  affair, 
and  were  in  their  turn  driven  off  by  the  neareft  troops. 

The  ground,  to  the  eaftward  of  the  falls,  feemed  to  be  (as  it 
really  is)  higher  than  that  on  the  enemy's  fide,  and  to  command 
3t  in  a  manner  which  might  be  made  ufeful  to  us.  There  is  be- 
sides a  ford  below  the  falls,  which  may  be  pafled  for  fome  hours 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  ebb  and  beginning  of  the  flood  tide;  and 
I  had  hopes,  that  poffibly  means  might  be  found  of  paffing  the 
river  above,  fo  as  to  fight  the  Marquis  de  Monteaim,  upon  terms 
of  lefs  difadvantage  than  direftly  attacking  his  intrenchments.  In 
reconnoitring  the  river  Mcntmorenci,  we  found  it  fordable  at  a 
place  about  three  miles  up  ;  but  the  oppofite  bank  was  intrench- 
ed, and  fo  fteep  and  woody,  that  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  attempt 
a  paflage  there.  The  Efcort  was  twice  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
who  were  as  often  rcpulfed ;  but  in  thefe  rencounters  wc  bad  40 
fofiicers  and  men)  killed  and  wounded. 
^  The 
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attempts  at  Montmorenci  were  to  little  piirpofe,  and  that 
their  principal  operations  ihould  be  above  the  town,  in  or- 
der, ifpoffible,  to  draw  the  enemy  to  an  adion.     But  the 

defign 


The  i8th  of  July,  two  men  of  war,  two  armed  floops,  and 
two  tranfports  with  fome  troops  on  board,  pafled  by  the  town 
without  any  lofs,  and  got  into  the  upper  river.  This  enabled  me 
to  reconnoitre  the  country  above,  where  I  found  the  fame  attenti- 
on on  the  enemy's  iide,  and  great  difficulties  on  ours,  arifmg  from 
the  nature  of  tiie  ground,  and  the  obftacles  to  our  communicati- 
on with  the  fleet.  But  what  I  feared  moft,  was,  that  if  we  ihould 
land  between  the  town  and  the  river,  Capt.  Rouge,  the  body  firft 
landed  could  not  be  reinforced  before  they  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy's  whole  armv. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  difficulties,  I  thought  once  of  attempt- 
ing it  at  St.  Michael's,  about  three  miles  above  the  town ;  but 
perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  jealous  of  the  deiign,  were  prepa- 
ring againft  it,  and  had  aftually  brought  artillery  and  a  mortar 
(which,  being  fo  near  to  ^ebec,  they  could  increafe  as  they 
pleafed)  to  play  upon  the  (hipping  r  and,  as  it  mull:  have  been 
many  hours  before  v/e  could  attack  them,  (even  fuppofing  a  fa- 
vourable night  for  the  boats  to  pafs  by  the  town  unhurt)  it  feem^ 
ed  fo  hazardous,  that  I  thought  it  bed  to  defiil. 

However,  to  divide  the  enemy's  force,  and  to  draw  their  at- 
tention as  high  up  the  river  as  poffible,  and  to  procure  fome  intel- 
ligence, I  fenta  detachment  under  the  command  of  Col.  Carleton, 
to  land  at  the  Point  de  Trempe,  to  attack  whatever  he  might  find 
there,  bring  off  fome  prifoners,  and  all  the  ufeful  papers  he  could 
get.  I  had  been  informed  that  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
^ehec,  had  retired  to  that  place,  and  that  probably  we  Ihould 
find  a  magazine  of  provifions  there. 

The  Colonel  was  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  Indians  the  moment 
he  landed,  but  they  were  foon  difperfed  and  driven  into  the  woods : 
he  fearched  for  magazines,  but  to  no  purpofe,  brought  off  fome 
prifoners,  and  returned  with  little  lofs. 

After  this  bufmefs,  I  came  back  to  Montmorenci,  where  I  found 
that  Brig.  TonjonJInnd  had,  by  a  fuperior  fire,,  prevented  the  French 
from  eredling  a  battery  on  ihe  bank  of  the  river,  from  whence 
they  intended  to  cannonade  our  camp.  I  now  refolved  to  take 
the  firft  opportunity  which  prefented  itfelf  of  attacking  the  ene- 
my, though  polled  to  great  advantage*  and  every  where  prepared 
to  receive  us. 

As  the  men  of  war  cannot  (for  want  of  a  fufficient  depth  of 
water)  come  near  enough  to  the  enemy's  intrenchments  to  annoy 

C  c  them 
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defign  of  Wolfe  was  deeper,  and  more  particularly  dire(£t- 
ed  than  it  had  been  be/ore.  The  camp  at  Montmorenci 
was  broke  up,  and  the  troops  were  conveyed  to  the  fouth- 

eaft 


them  in  the  leaft,  the  Admiral  had  prepared  twO  tranfports  (draw- 
ing butlittie  water)  which  upon  occafions  could  be  run  a  ground, 
to  favour  a  defcent.  With  the  help  of  thefe  veflels,  which  I  un- 
derftood  would  be  carried  by  the  tide  clofe  in  fhore,  I  propofed  to 
make  myfelf  mailer  of  a  detached  redoubt  near  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  whofe  fituation  appeared  to  be  out  of  mufquet  fhot  of 
the  intrenchment  upon  the  hill :  If  the  enemy  fupported  this  de- 
tatched  piece,  it  would  neceffarily  bring  on  an  engagement,  what 
we  moil  wiflied  for;  and  if  not,  I  fiiould  have  it  in  my  power  to 
examine  their  fituation,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  determine  where  we 
could  bell  attack  them. 

Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for  an  engagement.  The 
3irr  of  y-'uiy  in  the  forenoon,  the  boats  of  the  fleet  were  filled 
with  grenadiers,  and  a  part  of  Brig.  Monckton\  brigade  from  the 
point  of  Levi :  The  two  brigades  under  the  Brigadiers  To^n- 
Jbend  and  Murray  were  ordered  to  be  in  readinefs  to  pafs  the 
ford,  when  it  ihould  be  thought  neceiTary.  To  facilitate  the  paf- 
iage  of  this  corps,  the  admiral  had  placed  the  Ce?iturion  in  the 
channel,  fo  that  Ihe  might  check  the  hre  of  the  lower  battery  which 
commanded  the  ford  :  This  (hip  was  of  great  ufe,  as  her  fire  was 
very  judicioufly  direded.  A  great  quantity  of  artillery  was  placed 
upon  the  eminence^  fo  as  to  batter  and  enfilade  the  left  of  their 
intrenchments. 

From  the  vefiel  which  run  a-ground,  nearefl  in,  I  obferved 
that  the  redoubt  was  too  much  commanded  to  be  kept  without 
very  great  lofs ;  and  tke  more,  as  the  two  armed  fhips  could  not 
be  brought  near  enough  to  cover  both  with  their  artillery  and 
mufquetry,  which  I  at  firll  conceived  they  might.  But  as  the 
enemy  feemed  in  fome  confufion,  and  we  were  prepared  for  an 
aftion,  I  thought  it  a  proper  time  to  make  an  attempt  upon  their 
intrench Uients.  Orders  were  fent  to  the  Brigadiers  Generals  to 
be  ready  with  the  corps  under  their  command.  Brig.  Monckton 
to  land,  and  the  Brigadiers  To^vnjhend  and  Murray  to  pafs  the 
ford. 

At  a  proper  time  of  the  tide,  the  figual  was  made,  but  in  row- 
ing towards  the  (here,  m.any  of  the  boats  grounded  upon  a  ledge 
that  runi  off  a  confidi-rable  diilance.  This  accident  put  us  into 
fome  diforder,  loft  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  obliged  me  to  fend 
an  ofiicer  to  Hop  Brig.  To-rv/hend' s  march,  whom  1  then  obferv- 
ed to  be  in  motion.  While  the  feamen  were  getting  the  boats  off, 

the 
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eaft  of  the  river,  and  encamped  at  Point  Levi.  The  fqua- 
dron  under  Admiral  Holmes  made  movements  up  the  river 
for  feveral  days  fuccemvely,  in   order  to  draw  the   enemies 


attention 


the  enemy  fired  a  number  of  lliells  and  Ihot,  but  did  no  confide- 
rable  damage.  As  foon  as  this  diforder  could  be  fet  a  little  to 
rights,  and  the  boats  were  rar^ged  in  a  proper  manner,  feme  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy  went  in  with  me,  to  find  a  better  place 
to  land :  we  took  one  flat- bottomed  boat  with  us  to  make  the  ex- 
periment, and  as  foon  as  we  had  found  a  fit  part  of  the  ihore,  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  difcmbark,  thinking  it  not  yet  too  late  for 
the  attempt. 

The  13  companies  of  grenadiers,  and  200  of  the  fcond  Rcjdl 
American  battalion,  got  firft  on  ihore.  The  grenadiers  were  or- 
dered to  form  themfelves  into  four  diftin(?l  bodies,  and  to  begin 
the  attack,  fupported  by  Brig.  Moncktons  corps,  as  foon  as  the 
troops  had  pafled  the  ford,  and  were  at  hand  to  ailift.  But  whe- 
ther from  the  noife  and  hurry  at  landing,  or  from  fome  other 
caufe,  the  grenadiers,  inftead  of  forming  themfelves  as  they  were 
dire6led,  ran  on  impetuoufly  towards  the  enemy's  intrenchments 
in  the  utmoU  diforder  and  ccnfufion,  without  waiting  for  the 
corps  which  were  to  fuftain  tkem,  and  join  in  the  attack.  Brig. 
Monckton  was  not  landed,  and  Brig.  To^x':nJhev.d  was  ftill  at  a  con- 
fiderabie  diflance,  though  upon  his  march  to  join  us,  in  very 
great  order.  The  grenadier^  were  checked  by  the  enemy's  fi.rfl 
fire,  and  obliged  to  Ihcker  themfelves  in  or  about  the  redoubt, 
which  the  French  abandoned  upon  their  approach.  In  this  iitua- 
tion  they  continued  for  fome  time,  unable  to  form  under  fo  hot 
a  fire,  and  having  many  gallant  officers  wounded,  who  (carelefs 
of  their  perfons)  had  been  folely  intent  upon  their  duty.  I  fav/ 
the  abfolute  neceffity  of  calling  them  off,  that  they  might  form 
themfelves  behind  Brig.  Moncktcnh  corps,  which  was  now  landed, 
and  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  in  extreme  good  order. 

By  this  new  accident,  and  this  fecond  delay,  it  was  near  night, 
a  fudden  ftorm  came  on,  and  the  tide  began  to  make;  fo  that  I 
thought  it  moft  advifeable,  not  to  perfevere  in  (o  difficult  an  at' 
t3ck,  leli  (in  caf^  of  a  repulfe)  the  retreat  of  Brig.  To'wnjhend'^ 
corps  might  be-  hazardous  and  uncertain. 

Our  artillery  had  a  great  effedl  upon  the  enemy's  left,  where 
Brigaciers  Tonvn/hend  and  Murray  were  to  have  attacked  ;  and, 
it  is  probable  that  if  thofe  accidents  I  have  fpoken  of,  had  not 
happened,  we  Ihould  have  penetrated  there,  whilft  our  left  and 
centre  (more  remote  from  our  artillery)  maft  have  bore  all  the 
violence  of  their  mufquecry. 

C  c  2  The 
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attention  as  far  from  the  town  as  polTible.  This  /ucceeded 
in  feme  meafurej  for,  though  it  could  not  perfuade  the 
Marquis  de  Montcalm  to  quit  his'poft,  it  induced   him  to 

detach 


The  French  did  not  attempt  to  interrupt  our  march.  Some  of 
their  favages  came  down  to  murder  fuch  wounded  as  could  not  be 
brought  off,  and  to  fcalp  the  dead,  as  their  cuftom  is. 

The  place  where  the  attack  was  intended,  has  thefe  advanta- 
ges over  all  others  hereabout.  Our  artillery  could  be  brought 
into  ufe.  The  greateft  part,  or  even  the  whole  of  the  troops, 
jmight  ad  at  once.  And  the  retreat  (in  cafe  of  repulfe)  was  fe- 
cure,  at  leaft  for  a  certain  time  of  the  tide.  Neither  one  or  other 
of  thefe  advantages  can  any  where  elfe  be  found.  The  enemy 
were  indeed  polled  upon  a  commanding  eminence.  The  beach 
upon  which  the  troops  were  drawn  up,  was  of  deep  mud,  with 
holes,  and  cut  by  feveral  gullies.  The  hill  to  be  afcended  very 
ilcep,  and  not  every  where  pradicable.  The  enemy  num.erous  in 
their  intrenchments,  and  their  fire  hot.  If  the  attack  had  fuc- 
ceeded,  our  lofs  muft  certainly  have  been  great,  and  their's  in- 
confiderable,  from  the  Ihelter  which  the  neighbouring  woods  af" 
forded  them.  The  river  St.  Charles  ftijl  remained  to  be  pafTed, 
before  the  town  was  invelled.  All  thefe  circumftances  I  confi- 
dered;  but  the  deiire  to  aft  in  conformity  to  the  King's  intenti- 
ons, induced  me  to  make  this  trial,  perfuaded  that  a  vidorious 
army  finds  no  difficulties. 

The  enemy  have  been  fortifying  ever  fince  with  care,  fo  as  to 
make  a  fecond  attempt  ftill  more  dangerous. 

Immediately  after  this  check,  I  fent  Brig.  Murray  above  the 
town  with  1200  men,  diredling  hiin  to  afiilt  Rear  Admiral  iyo/;//fi 
m  the  deftrudlion  of  the  French  fhips  (if  they  could  be  got  at)  in 
order  to  open  a  communication  with  Gen.  Amherji.  The  Briga- 
dier was  to  feek  every  favourable  opportunity  of  fighting  fome  of 
the  enemy's  detachments,  provided  he  could  do  it  upon  tolerable 
terms,  and  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  provoke  them  to 
attack  him.  He  made  two  difi'erent  attempts  to  and  upon  the 
North  fhore  without  fuccefs;  but  in  a  third  was  more  fortunate. 
He  landed  unexpededly  at  De  Chambmid^  and  burnt  a  maga-zine 
there,  in  which  were  fome  provifions,  ibme  ammunition,  and  ail 
the  fpare  ftores,  clothing,  arms,  and  baggage,  of  their  army. 

Finding  that  their  fliips  were  not  to  be  got  at,  and  little  prof- 
peft  of  bringing  the  enemy  to  a  battle,  he  reported  his  fituation 
to  me,  and  I  ordered  him  to  join  the  army. 

The  prifoners  he  took  informed  him  of  the  furrender  of  the 
fort  of  Niagara  i  and  we  difcover^d,  by  intercepted  letters,  that 

the 


1JS9-  The  HisrOKY  of  the  War,  205 

detach  M.  de  Bougainville  with  1500  men  to  watch  their 
motions,  and  to-  proceed  along  the  weftern  fhore  of  the 
river,  whilft  the  Englifh  army  directed  its  march  the  lame 
way  on  the  eaftern  bank. 

Wiren 


the  enemy  had  abandoned  Carillofi  and  Cron.vn  Pointy  were  reti- 
red to  the  ifle  Anx  Noix  ;  and  that  Gen,  Amherfi  was  making  pre- 
parations to  pafs  the  Lal^e  Champlain^  to  fall  upon  M.  de  Bonrle- 
maqu£\  corps,  which  conlifts  of  three  battalions  of  foot,  and  as 
many  Cajiadians  as  make  the  whole  amount  to  3000  men. 

The  Admiral's  difpatches  and  mine  would  have  gone  eight  or 
ten  days  fooner,  if  I  had  not  been  prevented  from  writing  by  a 
fever.  I  found  myfelf  fo  ill,  and  arn  ftill  {o  weak,  that  I  begged 
the  general  officers  to  confult  togeiher  for  the  public  utility. 
They  are  all  of  opinion,  that  (as  more  fhips  and  proviiions  have 
now  got  above  the  town)  they  Ihould  try,  by  conveying  up  a 
corps  of  4  or  5  000  men  (which  is  nearly  the  whole  ftrengtll  of  the 
army,  after  the  points  of  Le'vi  and  Orleans  are  left  in  a  proper 
flate  of  defence)  to  draw  the  enemy  from  their  prefent  fituation, 
and  bring  them  to  an  adllon.  I  have  acquiefced  in  their  propofal, 
and  we  are  preparing  to  put  it  in  execution. 

The  Admiral  and  I  have  examined  the  town,  with  a  view  to  a 
general  alTault;  but,  after  confulting  wjth  the  chief  engineer, 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  interior  parts  of  it,  and,  after 
viewing  it  with  the  utmoft  attention,  we  found,  that  though  the 
batteries  of  the  Lovv-er  Town  might  be  ca/ily  filenced  by  the  men 
of  war,  yet  the  bufinefsof  an  affault  would  be  little  advanced  by 
that,  fince  the  few  pafTages  that  lead  from  the  Lower  to  the  Up- 
per Town,  are  carefully  intrenched;  and  the  upper  batteries  can- 
not be  affeded  by  the  Ihips,  which  muit  receive  confiderable  da- 
mage from  them  and  from  the  mortars.  The  Admiral  would  rea- 
dily join  in  this,  or  in  any  other  meafure,  for  the  public  fervice; 
but  I  could  not  propofe  to  him  an  undertaking  of  fo  dangerous  a 
nature,  and  promifmg  fo  little  fuccefs. 

To  the  uncommon  ilrength  of  the  country,  the  enemy  have  ad- 
ded (for  the  defence  of  the  river)  a  great  number  of  floating  bat- 
teries and  boats.  By  the  vigilance  of  thefe  and  the  Indians  xowxiA 
our  different  polls,  it  has  been  impoiTible  to  execute  any  thing  by 
furprize.  We  have  had  almoil  daily  fkirmi-Qies  with  thefe  Sava 
ges,  in  which  they  are  generally  defeated,  but  not  without  lofs  oii 
our  fide. 

By  the  lift  of  difabled  officers  (many  of  whom  are  of  rank)  you 
may  perceive.  Sir,  that  the  army  is  much  weakened.  By  the  na- 
ture of  the  river,  the  molt  formidable  part  of  this  armament  is  de^ 

prived 
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When  Gen.  Wolfe  faw  that  matters  were  ripe  for  a6lion, 
he  ordered  the  fhips  under  Admiral  Saunders   to  make  a 
feint,  as  if  they  propofed  to  attack  the  French  in  their  en- 
trenchments. 


prived  of  the  power  of  afling,  yet  we  have  almofl:  the  whole  force 
of  Canada  to  oppofe.  In  this  fituation,  there  is  fuch  a  choice  of 
difficulties,  that  1  own  myfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  determine.  The 
affairs  of  Great  Britain,  T  know,  require  the  moft  vigourous  mea- 
fures;  but  then  the  courage  of  a  handful  of  brave  men  (hould  be 
exerted  only  where  there  is  fome  hope  of  a  favourable  event. 
However,  you  may  be  affured,  Sir,  that  the  fmall  part  of  the  cam- 
paign which  remains,  fhall  be  employed  (as  far  as  I  am  able) 
for  the  honour  of  his  Majelly  and  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  in 
which  T  am  fure  of  being  well  feconded  by  the  Admiral  and  by 
the  Geneials.  Happy  if  our  efforts  here  can  contribute  to  the 
fuccefs  of  his  Majeity's  arms  in  any  other  parts  of  America. 

I  ha've  the  Honour  to  be. 

With  the  greateft  RefpeSl,  Sir, 

Tour  moji  obedient,  and  moji  humble  Servant , 

JAMES  WOLFE. 

Sterling- Cajile  off  Point  Levi,  in   the  Ri-Tjer  St.  Lazvrence,  ^th  of 
September,  1 759. 

S     I     R, 

IN  my  letter  of  the  6th  o^June,  I  acquainted  you  I  was  then 
off  Scutari,  i^anding  for  the  river  St.  Laurence.  On  the  26th, 
1  had  got  up,  with  the  firft  divifion  of  the  fleet  and  tranfports,as 
far  as  the  middle  of  the  Ifle  of  Orleans,  where  I  immediately  pre- 
pared to  land  the  troops,  which  I  did  the  next  morning.  The 
lame  day  the  fccond  and  third  divifions  came  up,  and  the  troops 
frcm  them  were  landed  likewife. 

I  got  thus  far  without  any  lofs  or  accident  whatever;  but,  di- 
re6lly  after  landing  the  troops,  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind  came  on, 
by  which  many  anchors  and  fmall  boats  were  loft,  and  much  da- 
mage received  among  the  tranfports,  by  their  driving  on  board 
each  other.  7"he  fhips  that  loft  moft  anchors  I  fupplied  from  the 
'  men  of  war  as  far  as  I  was  able,  and  in  all  other  refpeds,  gave 
them  the  heft  affiftance  in  my  power. 

On 
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trenchments,  on  the  Bcauport  fhore  below  the  town,  and 
by  their  motions  to  give  this  feint  all  the  appearance  of  a 
reality  which  it  poiTibiy  could  have.     This   difpofition  be- 


On  the  28th,  at  midnight,  the  enemy  fent  down  from  ^ehec 
feven  firefhips;  and  though  our  fhips  and  tranfports  were  fo  nu- 
merous, and  necefTarily  fpread  fo  great  a  part  of  the  channel,  we 
towed  them  all  clear  and  a-ground,  without  receiving  the  leail 
damage  from  them.  The  next  night  Gen.  Monckton  crofled  the 
river,  and  landed  with  his  Brigade  on  the  South  Ihore,  and  took 
poft  at  Point  LeH)i\  and  Gen.  Wolfe  took  his  on  the  Weilmoil 
Point  of  the  Ifie  of  Orleans. 

On  the  I  ft  of  July-,  I  moved  up  between  the  Points  of  Orleans 
and  Le'vi\  and,  it  being  refolved  to  land  on  the  North  fhore,  be- 
low the  falls  ^^i  Mont mor end y  I  placed  on  ths  8th  inft.  his  Majef- 
ty's  floop  the  Porcupine,  and  the  Bofcan^en  armed  veiTel,  in  the 
channel  between  Orleans  and  the  North  fhore,  to  cover  that  land- 
ing, which  took  place  at  night. 

On  the  17th,  I  ordered  Capt.  Rous  of  the  Sutherland^  to  pro- 
ceed, with  the  firll  fair  wind  and  night  tide,  above  the  town  of 
^ebec,  and  to  take  v/ith  him  his  majelly's  fliips  Diana  and  Squir- 
rel, with  two  armed  (loops,  and  two  catts  armed  and  loaded  vv'ith 
provifions. 

On  the  I  8th,  at  night,  they  all  got  up,  except  iYiq  Diana,  and 
gave  Gen.  Wolfe  an  opportunity  of  reconnoitring  above  the  town, 
thofe  fliips  having  carried  fome  troops  with  them  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  Diana  ran  alhore  upon  the  rocks  off  Point  Le^vi,  and 
received  fo  much  damage,  that  I  have  fent  her  to  Bojion  with  27 
fail  Qi  American  tranfports,  (thofe  which  received  moft  damage  in 
the  gale  of  the  27th  o^  JimeJ  where  they  are  to  be  difcharged  ; 
and  the  Diana.,  having  repaired  her  damages,  is  to  proceed  to 
England,  taking  with  her  the  mail;  fnips,  and  what  trade  may  be 
ready  to  accompany  her. 

On  the  28th,  at  mignight,  the  enemy  n;nt  down  a  raft  of  fire- 
ftages,  of  near  a  hundred  Radeaux,  which  fucceeded  no  better 
than  the  lire-fhips. 

On  the  31(1,  Gen.  Wolfe  determined  to  land  a  number  of  troops 
above  the  falls  of  Montmoreiici,  in  order  to  attack  the  enemy's 
lines ;  to  cover  which,  I  placed  the  Centurion  in  the  channel,  be- 
tween the  Ille  of  Orleans  and  the  falls,  and  ran  on  Ihore,  at  high 
water,  two  catts  which  I  had  armed  for  that  purpofe,  againft  two 
fmall  batteries  and  two  redoubts,  where  our  troops  were  to  land. 
About  fix  in  the  evening  they  landed,  but  the  Generel  not  think- 
ing it  proper  to  perfevere  in  the  attack;  foon  after,  part  of  them 

re- 
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ing  made  below  the  town,  the  General  embarked  his  forces 
about  one  in  the  morning,  and  with  Admiral  Holmes's  di- 
vifion  went  three  leagues  further  up  the  river  than  the  in- 
tended 


re-embarked,  and  the  reft  crofied  the  Falls  with  Gen.  Wolfe, 
upon  which,  to  prevent  the  two  catts  from  falHng  into  the  ene- 
my's hands  (they  being  then  dry  on  fhore)  I  gave  orders  to  take 
the  men  out  and  fet  them  on  fire,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  the  5ih  o^  Juguji,  in  the  night,  I  fent  twenty  flat-bottom- 
ed boats  up  the  river,  to  the  Sutherland^  to  embark  1260  of  the 
troops,  with  Biig.  Gen.  Murray,  from  a  poll  he  had  taken  on  the 
fouth  fnore  i  lent  Admiral  Holmes  up  to  the  Sutherland,  to  a6l 
in  concert  with  him,  and  give  him  all  the  alTiftance  the  fliips  and 
beats  could  aiFord.  At  the  fame  time  I  diredled  Admiral  Holmes 
to  ufe  his  bell  endeavours  to  get  at,  and  dei'troy  the  enemy's  fhip.s 
above  the  ;own ;  and  for  that  purpofe  I  ordered  the  Lonjjejioffef 
and  Hunter  doop,  with  two  armed  floops  and  two  catts,  withpro- 
vificns,  to  pafs  ^ehec  and  join  the  Sutherland;  but  the  wind 
holding  wetlerly,  it  was  the  27th  oi  Augufi  before  they  got  up, 
which  was  the  fourth  attempt  they  had  made  to  gain  their  paf- 
fage. 

On  the  25th,  at  night,  Admiral  Holmes  and  Gen.  Murray, 
with  part  of  the  troops,  returned  ;  they  had  met  with,  and  de- 
fircyed  a  magazine  of  the  enemy's  cloathing,  fome  gunpowder, 
and  other  things  ;  and  Admiral  Hohnes  had  been  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  above  the  town,  but  found  it  impracticable  at  that  time 
to  get  farther  up. 

Ccn.  Wolfe  having  refolved  to  quit  the  camp  at  Montmorenci, 
and  go  sbove  the  town,  in  hopes  of  getting  between  the  enemy 
and  their  provifions,  (fuppofed  to  be  in  the  fhips  there)  and  by 
that  means  force  them  to  an  a6lion,  I  fent  up,  on  the  29th  at 
night,  the  Seahorfe  and  two  armed  floops,  with  two  catts  laden 
with  provifions,  to  join  the  reft  above  i^^^r/^^^r;  and  having  taken 
off  all  the  artillery,  from  the  camp  at  Montmoreyici^  on  the  3d 
infl.  in  the  afternoon  the  troops  embarked  fiom  thence,  and  land- 
ed at  Point  Left.  The  4ih,  at  night,  I  fent  all  the  flat-bottcmed 
boats  up,  and.  this  nioh:  a  part  of  the  troops  will  march  up  the 
fouth  lliore,  above  the  town,  to  be  embarked  in  th:;  fi)ips  and  vef- 
fels  there,  and  to-morrow  night  the  reft  will  follow.  Admiral 
Holmes  is  alfo  gone  up  again  to  afTift  in  their  future  operations, 
and  to  try,  ii,  with  the  alTiitance  of  the  troops,  it  ib  pradicable  to 
get  at  the  enemy's  fliips. 

As  Gen.  Wolfe  writes  by  this  opportunity,  he  will  give  you  an 
account  of  his  part  of  the  operaiions»  and  his  thoughts  what  fur- 
ther 
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tended  place  of  his  landing,  in  order  to  amufe  the  enemvj 
and  conceal  his  real  dcfign.  Then  he  put  them  into  boats^ 
and  fell  down  filently  with  the  tide,  unobferved  by  the 
French  centinels  ported  along  the  fhore.  The  rapidity 
of  the  current  carried  thefe  boats  a  little  below  the  intend- 
ed place  of  attack.  The  fhips  followed  them,  and  arrived 
JLift  at  the  time  which  had   been  concerted  to  cover  their 

landing 


ther  may  be  done  for  his  Majeily's  fervice.  The  enemy  appear 
numerous,  and  feem  to  be  ftrongly  poiled;  but  let  the  event  be 
what  it  will,  we  ftiall  remain  here  as  long  as  the  feafon  will  per- 
mit, in  order  to  prevent  their  detaching  troops  from  hence  againfl: 
Gtn.  Jmhtrjf ',  and  I  fhall  leave  cruizers  at  the  mouth  of  the  ri- 
ver, to  cut  off  any  fispplies  that  may  be  fent  them,  with  ftridt  or- 
ders to  keep  that  ftation  as  long  as  poffible.  The  town  o^ ^ebec 
is  not  habitable,  being  almoft  entirely  burnt  and  deftroyed. 

I  enclofe  you  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  fliips  under  my  com- 
mand :  twenty  of  the  viduallers  that  failed  from  England  with  the 
Echof  are  arrived  here,  one  unloaded  at  Louijhourgy  having  re- 
ceived damage  in  her  pafTage  out,  and  another  i  have  heard  no- 
thing of.  No  ftiips  of  the  enemy  have  come  this  way,  that  I  have 
had  any  intelligence  of,  fince  my  arrival  in  the  river  except  one, 
laden  with  flour  and  brandy,  which  was  taken  by  Capt.  Drake  of 
the  Lizard. 

Before  Admiral  Durell  got  into  the  river,  three  frigates,  and 
feventeen  fail,  with  provifions,  ftores,  and  a  few  recruits,  got 
up,  and  are  thofe  we  are  fo  anxious,  if  poffible,  to  dertroy. 

Yeilerday  I  received  a  letter  from  Gen  Amherji  (to  whom  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  writing  fmce  I  have  been  in  the  river) 
dated  Camp  off  Cron.vn  Point,  Augujl  1 7th,  wherein,  he  only 
defires  I  would  fend  tranfports  and  a  convoy  to  Ne^w  York,  to 
carry  to  England  fix  hundred  and  feventy  prifoners  taken  at  the 
furiender  of  Niagara. 

I  would  have  wrote  to  you  fooner  from  hence,  but  while  my 
difpatches  were  preparing,  Gen.  IVolfe  was  taken  very  ill ;  he  has 
been  better  fmce,  but  is  iHll  greatly  out  of  order. 

I  Ihall  very  foon  fend  home  the  great  fliips,  and  have  the  ho- 
nour to  be, 

W^ilh  thi  great  eft  Pefpe^y 

SIR, 

Ttur  moft  obedient ,  and  mofi  humble  Ser'vant, 

D  d     ,     CHARLES  SAUNDERRS. 


2IO  9^^^  History  <?/■ //^^  War.  *759. 

landing.  Confidering  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the 
rapidity  of  the  current,  this  was  a  very  critical  operation, 
and  it  required  exceflent  heads  both  on  the  part  of  the 
marine,  and  the  land  fervice,  to  preferve  a  communication, 
and  to  prevent  a  difcovery  and  confufion. 

As  the  troops  could  not  land  at  the  fpot  propofed,  when 
they  were  put  on  fhore  an  hill  appeared  before  them  ex- 
tremely high  and  fteep  in  its  afcent ;  a  little  path  winded 
up  this  afcent,  fo  narrow  that  two  could  not  go  abreaft. 
Even  this  path  was  intrenched,  and  a  captain's  guard  de- 
fended it.  Thefe  difficulties  did  not  abate  the  hopes  of  the 
General,  or  the  ardor  of  the  troops.  The  light  infantry 
under  Colonel  Howe  laying  hold  of  ftumps  and  boughs  of 
trees,  pulled  themfelves  up,  diflodged  the  guards,  and 
cleared  the  path ;  and  then  all  the  troops  furmounting  eve- 
ry difficulty,  gained  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  as  fall  as  they 
afcended  formed  themfelves,  fo  that  they  were  all  in  ordef 
of  battle  at  day  break. 

Montcalm,  when  he  heard  that  the  Englifh  had  afcended 
o  the  hill,  and  were  formed  on  the  high  ground  at 

P  *  ^*  the  back  of  the  town,  fcarcely  credited  the  Intel- 
ligence, and  ftill  believed  it  to  be  a  feint  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  that  ftrong  poft,  which  had  been  the  obje£l  of  all 
the  real  attempts  that  had  been  made  fmce  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign.  But  he  was  foon,  and  fatally  for  him, 
undeceived.  He  faw  clearly,  that  the  Englifh  fleet  and  ar- 
my were  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  the  upper  and  lower 
town  might  be  attacked  in  concert,  and  that  nothing  but  a 
battle  could  poffibly  fave  it.  Accordingly  he  determined 
to  give  them  battle,  and  quitting  Beauport,  pa/Ted  the  river 
St.  Charles,  and  formed  his  troops oppofite  to  ours. 

He  filled  the  bufhes  that  were  in  his  front  with  detach- 
ments of  Indians,  and  his  befl  markfmen,  to  the  number 
of  about  1500  5  his  regular  forces  formed  his  left  j  his  right 
was  compofed  of  the  troops  of  the  colony,  fupported  by 
two  battalions  of  regulars.  The  reft  of  the  Indians  and 
Canadians  extended  on  that  fide,  and  attempted  to  out- 
flank the  left  of  the  Englifli,  which  was  formed  to  prevent 
that  defign,  in  a  manner  which  the  milftary  men  call  Po- 
ience ;  that  is,  in  a  body  which  prefents  two  faces  to  the 
enemy.  i^>ere  Brigadier  General  Townfhend  commanded 
fix  regiments,  and  the  Louifbourg  grenadiers  were  difpof- 
ed  in  a  line  to  the  right  of  this  body,  extending  to  the  ri- 


ver. 
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ver.  A  regiment  was  drawn  up  behind  the  right  for  a  re- 
ferve.  It  was  formed  in  eight  fubdivifions,  with  large  in- 
tervals. The  light  infantry  under  Colonel  Howe,  protect- 
ed the  rear  and  the  left.  The  difpofitions  on  both  fides 
were  judicious,  and  the  engagement  on  both  fides  began 
with  fpirit. 

The  Englifli  troops  were  exhorted  to  referve  their  fire  ; 
and  they  bore  that  of  the  enemy's  light  troops  in  front, 
which  was  galling,  though  irregular,  with  the  utmoft  pa- 
tience and  good  order,  waiting  for  the  main  body  of  the  e- 
nemy,  which  advanced  faft  upon  them.  At  forty  yards  di- 
ftance,  our  troops  gave  their  fire,  which  took  place  in  its 
full  extent,  and  made  a  terrible  havock  among  the  French. 
It  was  fupported  with  as  much  vivacity  as  it  was  begun, 
and  the  enemy  every  where  yielded  to  it;  but  juft  in  the 
moment,  when  the  fortune  of  the  field  began  to  declare 
itfelf.  General  Wolfe,  in  whofe  life  every  thing  feemed 
included,  fell  :  General  Monckton,  the  next  to  him  in 
command,  fell  immediately  after,  and  both  were  conveyed 
out  of  the  line;  the  command  now  devolved  on  General 
Townfhend.  It  was  at  a  very  critical  time.  For,  though 
the  enemy  began  to  fall  back,  and  were  much  broken,  the 
Jofs  of  the  two  generals  was  a  very  dilcouraging  circum- 
ftance,  and  it  required  great  temper  and  great  exertions  to 
fupport  the  advantages  that  had  been  gained,  and  to  pufh 
them  to  their  proper  extent.  General  Townfhend  fhewed 
himfelf  equal  to  fo  arduous  a  duty;  the  troops  preferved 
their  fpirit,  and  each  corps  feemed  to  exert  itfelf  with  a 
view  to  its  peculiar  chara6ler.  The  grenadiers  with  their 
bayonets,  the  Highlanders  with  their  broad  fwords,  and  the 
reft  of  the  forces,  with  a  fteady  and  continued  fire,  drove 
the  enemy  in  great  diforder  from  every  poft,  and  compleat- 
ed  their  defeat.  During  the  whole  a61:ion,  Colonel  Howe 
with  his  light  infantry  covered  the  left  wing  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  entirely  to  fruftrate  the  attempts  of  the  enemies  In- 
dians and  Canadians  upon  that  flank. 

The  field  now  feemed  to  be  compleatly  decided,  when  a 
ncv/  enemy  appeared,  which  threatened  to  bring  on  a  frefh 
erigagemcnt,  and  to  put  all  again  to  the  hazard.  M.  de 
Bougainville,  whom  the  feigned  movements  of  the  Englifh 
troops  had  drawn  up  the  river,  turned  back  on  difcovering 
their  real  defign,  and  now  appeared  on  the  rear  of  the  armv, 
with  a  body  of  2000  men.     But  fortunately  the  main  body 

D  d  2  of 
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of  the  French  was  by  this  time  (o  broken  and  difperfedj 
that  the  General  was  able  to  eflablilh  his  rear,  and  to  turn 
fuch  an  oppofition  on  that  fide  that  the  enemy  retired  after 
a  very  feeble  attempt. 

In  this  decifive  a6lion  our  troops  lofl  about  500  men; 
on  the  fide  of  the  enemy  at  leaft  1500  were  kil'ed.  But 
however  glorious  this  vidlory  was,  and  however  important 
in  its  confequences,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  it  was  very 
dearly  bought.  Soldiers  may  be  raifed;  officers  will  be 
formed  by  experience;  but  the  lofs  of  a  genius  in  war,  is  a 
lofs  which  we  know  not  how  to  repair.  The  death  of 
Wolfe  was  indeed  grievous  to  his  country,  but  to  himfelf 
the  moft  happy  that  can  be  imagined ;  ^nd  ihe  moft  to  be 
envied  by  all  thofe  who  have  a  true  relifh  for  military  glory. 
Unindebted  to  family,  or  connections,  unfupported  by  in- 
trigue or  faction,  he  had  accomplifhed  the  whole  bufinefs 
of  life  at  a  time,  when  others  are  only  beginning  to  appear; 
and  at  the  age  of  thirty-five,  without  feeling  the  v/eaknefs 
of  age  or  the  viciffitudeof  fortune,  having  fatisfied  his  honeft 
ambition,  having  compleated  his  character,  having  fulfilled 
the  expeftations  of  his  country,  he  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
conquering  troops,  and  expired  in  the  arms  of  victory. 

The  circumifances  that  attended  the  death  of  fuch  a 
perfon,  are  too  interefting  to  be  pafTed  over  in  filence,  and 
they  were  indeed  fuch  as  fpoke  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life. 
He  firft  received  a  wound  in  his  head ;  but,  that  he  might 
not  difcourage  his  troops,  he  wrapped  it  up  in  his  hanker- 
chief,  and  encouraged  his  men  to  advance :  foon  after  he 
received  another  bill  in  his  belly;  this  alfo  he  difTembled, 
and  exerted  himfelf  as  before;  when  he  received  a  third  in 
his  breaft,  under  which  he  at  lait  funk,  and  fufPered  himfelf, 
unwillingly,  to  be  carried  behind  the  ranks.  As  he  lay 
ftruggling  with  the  anguifli  and  weaknefs  of  three  grievous 
wounds,  he  feemed  only  follicitous  about  the  fortune  of  the 
battle.  He  begged  one,  who  attended  him,  to  fupport  him 
to  view  the  field ;  but  as  he  found  that  the  approach  of 
death  had  dimmed  and  confufed  his  fight,  he  defired  an 
officer,  who  was  by  him,  to  give  him  an  account  of  what 
he  faw.  The  officer  anfwered,  that  the  enemy  feemed 
broken;  he  repeated  his  queftion  a  few  minutes  after  with 
much  anxiety,  when  he  was  told  that  the  enemy  was  totally 
routed,  and  that  they  fled  in  all  parts.  Then,  faid  he, 
^^  I  am  fatisfied;"  and  immediately  he  expired. 

Without 
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Without  the  fame  advantages,  the  enemy  ah'b  had  an 
heavy  lofs  in  this  battle,  which,  no  doubt,  contributed  to 
their  defeat.  M.  de  iVIontcahn,  commander  in  chief,  was 
killed  on  the  Ipot ;  an  ofncer  who  had  done  the  higbefl 
fervices  to  his  country  throughout  the  Vv'hole  American  war, 
and  perfectly  fupported  his  reputation  in  this  1  aft  Icene  of 
it,  having  made  the  rnoft  perfect  difpofitions  that  human 
prudence  could  fuggeft,  both  before  the  battle  and  in  the 
engagement.  It  is  fomething  remarkable  that  in  both  ar- 
mies, the  firft  in  command  uiould  be  killed,  and  the  fecond 
dangerouHy  wounded.  But  General  A^onckton  happily  re- 
covered, the  French  officer  died  a  little  after  the  battle. 

Five  days  after  the  action,  the  enemy  feeing  that  the 
communication  between  the  town  and  the  army 
was  cut  oiF,  and  that  the  Englifh  fleet  and  troops  Sept.  18. 
were  preparing  with  all  vigour  for  a  fiege,  fur- 
rendered  the  city  of  Quebec  upon  terms  of  honour  to  the 
garrifon,  and  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  who  were  pre- 
ferved  in  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the  polTef- 
fion  of  their  civil  rights,  until  a  general  peace  fhould  decide 
their  future  condition.  The  fortifications  of  the  city  were 
in  tolerable  orders  the  houfes  almoU:  totally  demolifhed, 
A  garrifon  of  50CO  men  under  General  Murray,  were  put 
into  the  place,  with  a  plenty  of  provifions  and  ammunition 
for  the  winter.  The  fleet  failed  to  England  foon  after, 
fearing  left  the  fetting  in  of  the  frofts  fhould  lock  them  up 
in  the  river  St.  Laurence,  (a) 

Thus 


faj  The  Bonnurahk  Gen.  Monckton^s  letter  to  the  Right  llo'nov.rahU 
Mr.  Secretary  Pitty  dated,  Ri-ver  St.  Lwwrence^  Camp  at  P$int 
Le'vii   Septe?nber^    15,  1759. 

SIR, 

I  Have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that,  on  the  13th  inilant, 
his  Majefty's  troops  gained  a  very  iignal  vidory  over  the 
French,  a  litfle  above  the' town  o^  ^.eoec.  General  Wolfe,  ex- 
erting himfelf  on  the  right  of  our  line,  received  a  wound  pretty 
early  of  which  he  died  foon  after,  and  I  had  myfelf  the  great 
misfortune  of  receiving  one  in  my  right  breaft  by  a  ball  that 
went  through  part  of  my  lungs  (and  which  has  been  cut  out  «n 
(der  the  blade  bone  of  my  fhoulder)  juft  as  the  French  were  giv- 
ing way,  which  obliged  me  to  quit  the  field.     1  have  therefore, 

Sir 
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Thus  the  capital  of  French  America  was  rendered  to  the 

EngUfh,  after  a  moft  fevere  campaign  of  near  three  months  ; 

and  perhaps,   if  the  whole  be  confidered,  there  never  was 

an 


Sir,  deiired  General  Toiunfijendj  who  now  commands  the  troops 
before  the  town  (and  of  which  I  am  in  hopes  he  will  be  foon  in 
poiTeffion)  to  acquaint  you  with  the  particulars  of  that  day,  and 
of  the  operations  carrying  on.     I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

R06.  MONCKTON. 

P.  S.  His  Majefty*s  troops  behaved  with  the  greateft  fteadinefs 
and  bravery. 

As  the  furgeons  tell  me  that  there  is  no  danger  in  my  wound, 
I  am  in  hopes  thatlfhall  be  foon  able  to  join  the  army  before  the 
town. 

^he  Homurahlt  Brigadier  General  To'wnjhend'' s  letter  to  the  IRight 
Honourable  Mr,  Secretary  Pittj  dated  Camp  before  ^ebecy 
Sept,  20.  1759. 

SIR, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  ma- 
jefty*s  arms,  on  the  13th  inft.  in  an  adlion  with  the  French,  on 
the  heights  to  the  weftward  of  this  town. 

It  being  determined  to  carry  the  operations  above  the  town 
the  polls  at  Point  Le'vi^  and  I  IJle  d'OrleanSy  being  fecured,  the 
General  marched  with  the  remainder  of  the  force,  from  Point 
Lenjiy  the  5th  and  6th,  and  embarked  them  in  tranfports,  which 
had  pafTed  che  town  for  that  purpofe.  On  the  7  th,  8th,  and  9th, 
a  movement  of  the  fhips  was  made  up,  by  Admiral  Holmes,  in  or- 
der to  amufe  the  enemy  now  polled  along  the  North  Ihore ;  but 
the  tranfports  being  extremely  crowded,  and  the  weather  very 
bad,  the  General  thought  proper  to  cantoon  half  his  troops  on 
the  South  ihore;  where  they  were  refre(hed,  and  reimbarked  up- 
on the  12th  at  one  in  the  morning.  The  light  infantry,  com- 
manded by  Col.  Ho^e^x}cit.  regiments  o( £ragg,  Kennedy,  La/celles, 
and  Anjlruthery  with  a  detachment  of  Highlafiders,  and  the 
American  grenadiers,  the  whole  being  under  the  command  of 
Brigadiers  Monckton  and  Murray,  were  put  into  flat -bottomed 
boats,  and,  after  fome  movements  of  the  fhips,  made  by  Admiral 
Holmes y  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  above,  the  boats  i&W 
down  with  the  tide,  and  landed  on  the  North  fhore,  within  a 
league  of  Qzt^c  Diamond ^  an  hour  before  day- break:  the  rapidity 
of  the  tide  of  ebb  carried  them  a  little  below  the  intended  place 
of  attack,  which  obliged  the  light  infantry  to  fcramble  up  a 

woody 
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an  enterprife  of  fuch  difficulty  carried  on  with  a  more  gal- 
lant perfeverance,  or  accomplifhed  with  more  vigour  and 
ability.     A  citv  ilrong  in  fituation  and  fortifications,  was  to 

be 


woody  precipice,  in  order  to  fecure  the  landing  the  troops  by 
diflodging  a  captain's  poft,  which  defended  the  fmall  intrenched 
path  the  troops  were  to  afcend.  After  a  little  filing,  the  light 
infantry  gained  the  top  of  the  precipice,  and  difperfed  the  Cap- 
tain's poft;  by  which  means,  the  troops,  with  a  very  little  lofs, 
from  a  few  Canadians  and  Indians  in  the  wood,  got  up,  and  were 
immediately  formed.  The  boats,  as  they  emptied,  were  fent 
back  for  the  fecond  embarkation,  which  I  immediately  made. 
Brigadier  Murray^  who  had  been  detached  with  Anjiruther'% 
battalion  to  attack  the  Four  Gun  Battery  upon  the  left,  was  re- 
called by  the  General  who  now  faw  the  French  army  croffing 
the  river  St  Charles.  General  Wolfe  thereupon  begun  to  form 
his  line,  having  his  right  covered  by  the  Louijhourg  grenadiers; 
on  the  right  of  thefe  again  he  afterwards  brought  Ot'way^s  ;  to 
the  left  of  the  grenadiers  were  Bragg'Sy  Kennedy'*^^  La/celles^s, 
Highlanders,  and  Anjlruther^s ;  the  right  of  this  body  was  com* 
manded  by  Brigadier  Moncktcn,  and  the  left  by  Brigadier  Mjcrray% 
his  rear  and  left  were  protected  by  Col.  Hoi.<jeh  Light-infantry, 
Vy'ho  was  returned  from  the  Four  Gun  Battery  before-mentioned, 
which  was  foon  abandoned  to  him.  General  Montcalm  having 
colledled  the  whole  of  his  force  from  the  Beauport  fide,  and  ad- 
vancing, fhewed  his  intention  to  flank  our  left,  where  I  was 
immediately  ordered  with  General  AmherJF^  battalion,  which  I 
formed  en  potence.  My  numbers  were  foon  after  encreafed  by  the 
arrival  of  the  two  battalions  of  Royal  Americans  ;  and  Webb's 
was  drawn  up  by  the  General,  as  a  referve,  in  eight  fubdivifions 
with  large  in:crvals.  The  enemy  lined  the  buihes  in  their  front 
with  1500  Indians  and  Canadians,  and  I  dare  fay  had  placed  moft 
•f  their  be!l  markfmen  there,  who  kept  up  a  very  galling,  tho' 
irregular,  fire  upon  our  whole  line,  who  bore  it  with  the  great- 
eft  patience,  and  good  order,  referving  their  fire  for  the  main 
body  now  advancing.  This  fire  of  the  enemy  was  however 
checked  by  our  pofts  in  our  front,  which  protedled  the  forming 
our  own  line.  The  fight  of  the  enemy  was  compofed  of  half  of 
the  troops  of  the  colony,  the  battalion  of  La  Sarre  Languedoc, 
and  the  remainder  of  their  Canadians  a.nd  Indians.  Their  centre 
was  a  column,  and  formed  by  the  battalions  of  Beam  and  Gui- 
tnne.  Their  left  was  compofed  of  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
of  the  colony,  and  the  battalion  of  Royal  Roujillon,  This  was, 
as  near  as  I  can  guefs,  iheir  line  of  battle.     They  brought  up 

two 
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be  attacked.  An  army  greatly  faperior  in  number  to  the 
befiegers,  was  pofted  under  the  walls  of  that  city  in  an  im-" 
pregnable  fuuation.    That  army  was  to  be  forced  to  a  battle 


againft 


two  p'eces  of  fraall  artillery  againPc  us,  and  we  had  been  able 
t(9  bring  up  but  one  gun ;  which  being  admirably  well  ferved, 
galled  iheir  column  exceedingly.  My  attention  to  the  left  will 
not  permit  me  to  be  very  exaft  with  regard  to  every  circumftance 
which  pafled  in  the  centre,  much  lefs  to  the  right;  but  it  is 
molt  certain,  that  the  enemy  formed  in  good  order,  and  that 
their  attack  v.as  very  brifk  and  animated  on  that  fide.  Our 
troops  referved  their  fire,  till  within  forty  yards,  which  was  fo 
well  continued,  that  the  enemy  every  where  gave  way.  It  was 
then  our  General  fell  at  the  head  of  Lragg's^  and  the  Lomjhourg 
grenadiers,  advancing  with  their  bayonets  :  About  the  fame 
lime  Brigadier- rreneral  Mo?ickton  received  his  wound  at  the  head 
of  Lajcelks'z.  In  the  front  of  the  oppolite  battalion  fell  alfo 
M.  Montcalm;  and  his  fecond  in  command  is  fince  dead  of  his 
wounds  on  board  our  fleet.  Part  of  the  enemy  made  a  fecond 
faint  attack.  Part  took  to  fome  thick  copfe  wood,  and  feemed 
to  make  a  ftand.  Jt  was  at  this  mcmeni,  that  each  corps 
feemed  in  a  manner  to  exert  itfelf,  with  a  view  to  its  own  pecu- 
liar character.  The  grenadiers,  Bragghy  and  La/cella^Sy  ^preffed 
on  with  their  bayonets.  Brigadier  Murray,  advancing  with  the 
troops  under  his  command,  brifKly  compleated  their  rout  on 
this  fide;  when  the  Highlanders,  fupported  by  JrJfruther^Sy 
took  to  their  broad  fwords,  and  drove  part  into  the  town,  and 
part  to  the  works  at  their  bridge  on  the  river  St,  Charles. 

The  adlion,  on  our  left  and  rear,  was  not  fo  fevere.  The 
houfes,  into  which  the  Light  Infantry  were  thrown,  were  well 
defended,  being  fupported  by  Col.  Honve,  who  taking  poft  with 
tv,o  companies  behind  a  fmall  copfe,  and  frequently  Tallying  upon 
the  flanks  of  the  enemy  during  the  attack,  drove  thcui  often  into 
heaps,  againfl  the  front  of  which  body  1  advanced  platoons  of 
Ainherfi\  regiment,  which  totally  prevented  the  right  wing  from 
executing  their  firft  intention.  Before  this,  one  of  the  Jloyal 
American  battalions  had  been  detached  to  preferve  our  communi- 
cation with  our  boats,  and  the  other  being  fent  to  occupy  the 
ground  which  Brigadier  Murrayh  movement  had  left  open,  1  re- 
mained with  Jmherji^s  to  fupport  this  difpofition,  and  to  keep 
the  enemy's  right,  and  a  body  of  their  favagcs,  which  waited 
Hill  more  towards  our  rear,  oppofite  the  polls  of  our  Light  In- 
fantry, waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  fall  upon  our  rear. 

This,  Sir,  was  the  fituation  of  things,  when  I  was  told,  in  the 

adion* 
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againft  the  inclinations  of  a  wife  and  cautious  commander. 
A  theatre  of  more  than  five  leagues  was  to  be  filled,  and 
operations  of  that  extent  to  be  carried  on  in  the  eye  of  the 

fuperior 


a£lion,  that  I  commanded  :  I  Immediately  repaired  to  the  centre, 
and  finding  the  purfuit  had  put  part  of  the  troops  in  diforder,  I 
formed  them  as  foon  as  poflible.  Scarce  was  this  effedled,  when 
M.  de  Bougainojilkf  with  his  corps  from  CapeRougcof  2000  men, 
appeared  in  our  rear.  I  advanced  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
two  battalions  towards  him  ;  upon  which  he  retired.  You  will 
not,  I  flatter  myfelf,  blame  me  for  not  quitting  fuch  advantageous 
ground,  and  rifking  the  fate  of  fo  decifive  a  day,  by  feeking  a 
frelh  enemy,  polled  perhaps  in  the  very  kind  of  ground  he  could 
wiih  for,  viz.  woods  and  fwamps. 

We  took  a  great  number  of  French  officers  upon  the  field  of 
battle,  and  one  piece  of  cannon.  Their  lofs  is  computed  to  be 
about  1500  men,  which  fell  chiefly  upon  their  regulars. 

I  have  been  employed,  from  the  day  of  adlion  to  that  of  the 
capitulation,  in  redoubting  our  camp  beyond  infult,  in  making  a 
road  up  the  precipice  for  oar  cannon,  in  getting  up  the  artillery, 
preparing  the  batteries,  and  cutting  off  their  communication  with 
the  country.     The  17th,  at  noon,  before  we  had   any  battery 
ereded,  or  could  have  any  for  two  or  three  days,  a  flag  of  truce 
came  out  with  propofals  of  capitulation,  which  I  fent  back  again 
to  the  town,  allowing  them  four  hours  to  capitulate,  or  no  farther 
treaty.     The  Admiral  had,  at  tJiis  time,  brought  up  his  large 
fhips  as  intending  to  attack  the  town.  The  French  officer  returned 
at  night  .with  terms  of  capitulation,  which,  with  the  Admiral, 
were  coufidered,  agreed  to,  and  figned  at  eight  in  the  morning, 
the  1 8th  inftant.     The  terms  we  granted,  will  I  flatter  myfelf, 
be  approved  of  by  his  Majefly,  confidering  the  enemy  afTembllng 
in  our  rear,  and  what  is  far  more  formidable,  the  very  wet  and 
cold  feafon,  which  threatened  our  troops  with  ficknefs,  and  the 
fleet  with  fome  accident;  it  had  made  our  road  fo  bad,  we  could 
not  bring  up  a  gun  for  fome  time;  add  to  this,  the  advantage  of 
entering  the  town,  with  the  walls  in  a  defenfible  fiate,  and  the 
being  able  to  put  a  garrifon  there  ftrong  enough  to  prevent  all 
furprize.     Thefe,  I  hope,  will  be  deemed  fufficient  confiderations 
for  grsntiRg  them  the  terms  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  you. 
1  he  inhabitants  of  the  country  came  in  to  us  fail,  bringing  in 
their  arms,  and  taking  the  oaths  of  fidelity,  until  a  general  peace 
determines  their  fituation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  herewith  a  lift  of  the  killed  and 
woucded ;  a  lift  of  the  prifoners  as  perfect  as  I  have  yet  been  able 

£  e  (O 
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fuperior  army,  by  lefs  than  7000  men.  In  this  conteft  with 
fo  many  difficulties,  one  may  fay  with  nature  itlelf,  the  ge- 
nius of  the  commander  fhewcd  itfdf  iuperior  to  every  thing. 

All 


to  get  it ;  and  a  lift  of  the  artillery  and  ftores  in  the  town  as  well  as 
thofe  fallen  into  our  hands  at  Beauport  in  coniequence  of  the  vic- 
tory. By  deferters  we  learn,  that  the  enemy  are  re-aflembling 
what  troops  they  can,  behind  the  Cape  Rouge;  that  M.  de  Le'vy  is 
come  down  from  the  Montreal  iide  to  command  them ;  fome  fay, 
he  has  brought  two  battalions  with  him  ;  if  fo,  this  blow  has 
already  afliited  General  Artiherji.  By  other  deferters,  we  learn, 
,  that  M.  de  Bougain^ville,  with  800  men,  and  provifions,  was  on 
hrs  march  to  fling  himfelf  into  the  town  the  i8th,  the  very  morn- 
ing it  capitulated,  on  which  day  we  had  not  compleated  the  in- 
vclliture  of  the  place,  as  they  had  broke  their  bridge  of  boats,  and 
had  detachments  in  very  ftrong  works  on  the  other  fide  the  nver 
St.  Charles. 

I  fhould  not  do  juftice  to  the  Admiral,  and  the  naval  fervice, 
if  I  negledled  this  occasion  of  acknowledging  how  much  we  are 
indebted  for  our  fuccefs  to  the  conrtant  affiltance  and  fupport  re- 
ceived from  them,  and  the  perfed  harmony  and  correfpondence, 
which  has  prevailed  throughout  all  our  operations,  in  the  uncom* 
mon  difficulties,  which  the  nature  of  this  country,  in  particular, 
prefents  to  military  operations  of  a  great  extent,  and  which  no 
army  can  itfelf  foleiy  fupply  ;  the  immenfe  labour  in  artillery, 
ftores  and  provifions ;  the  long  watchings  and  attendance  in  boats ; 
the  drawing  up  our  artillery  by  the  feamen  even  in  the  heat  of 
aftion  ;  it  is  my  duty,  Ihort  as  my  command  has  been,  to  ac- 
knowledge, for  that  time,  how  great  a  fhare  the  navy  has  had 
in  this  fuccefsful  campaign. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
GEO.  TOWNSHEND. 

Vice    Jdmiral  Saunder^s    Letter     to    the    Right    Honour ahle    Mr, 
Secretary  Pitt. 
SIR, 

I  Have  the  greateft  pleafure  in  acquainting  you  that  the  town  and 
citadel  of  i^f/^(?ir  furrendered  on  the  18th  inttant.and  I  inclofe 
you  a  copy  of  the  articles  of  capitulation.  The  army  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  gates  on  the  land  fide  the  fame  evening,  and  fent 
fafe  guards  into  the  town  to  preferve  order,  and  to  prevent  any 
thing  from  being  deilroyed ;  and  Capt.  Palli/ery  with  a  body  of 
feamen,  landed  in  the  lower  town,  and  did  the  fame.  The  next 
day  our  army  marched  in,  and  near  a  choufand  French  officers, 

foldiers 
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All  the  dirpofitions  to  that  daring  but  judicious  attempt, 
near  Silery,  which  at  lall  drew  Montcalm  from  his  en- 
trenchments, were  fo  many  mafter-pieces  in  the  art  of  war. 

Eut 


foldiers  and  feamen,  were  embarked  on  board  foms  Englijh  catts, 
who  fhall  ibon  proceed  for  France^  agreeable  to  the  capitulation. 

1  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  the  5th  inil,  by  the  Rodney 
CJtti'r.  The  troops,  mentioned  in  that  letter,  imbarked  on  board 
tiie  ihips  and  vellels  above  the  town,  in  the  night  of  the  6ch  inil. 
and  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  13th  began  to  land  on  the 
north  {hore,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  to>vn.  General 
Montcalm  with  his  whole  armv,  left  their  camp  at  Eeauport.  and 
inarched  to  meet  him.  A  little  before  ten  botli  armies  were  form- 
ed, and  the  enemy  began  the  attack.  Our  troops  rece'ved  their 
fire,  and  referved  their  own,  advancing  till  they  were  fo  near 
as  to  run  in  upon  them,  and  pulh  them  with  their  bayonets; 
by  which,  in  a  very  li'tle  time,  the  French  gave  way,  and  fied 
to  the  town  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  and  with  gre^t  lois  ;  for 
our  troops  purfued  them  quite  to  the  walls,  and  killed  many  of 
them  upon  the  glacis,  and  in  the  ditch  ;  and  if  the  town  had 
been  further  off  the  whole  French  army  mui'l  have  beendeftroyed. 
About  250  French  priforers  were  taken  thac  day,  among  who.Ti 
are  ten  captains,  and  fix  fubakern  ofncers,  all  of  whom  will  go 
in  the  great  ihips  to  England. 

I  am  forry  to  acquaint  you,  that  General  IVolfe  was  killed  in 
theaftion;  and  General  M^wfXvo;?  (hot  thrcugh  the  body;  but 
he  is  now  fuppofed  to  be  out  of  danger.  General  Montcah:-:, 
and  the  three  next  French  otlicers  in  command,  were  killed  ; 
but  I  mult  refer  you  to  General  Toivfijh/nd  [\\\\o  writes  by  this 
opportunity)  for  the  particulars  of  this  a6l;on,  the  ftate  of  the 
garrifon,  and  the  meafu^es  he  is  taking  for  keeping  pofTcnion 
cf  it.  I  am  now  beginning  to  fend  on  Ihore  tne  itores  they 
will  want,  and  provifion?  for  five  thcufand  men  5  of  wnich  1 
can  furniih  them  with  a  fuflicient  quantity. 

The  night  of  their  landing.  Admiral  Holmes,  with  the  fliips 
and  troops,  was  about  three  leagues  above  the  intended  landing 
place ;  General  Wolfe,  with  about  half  his  troops,  fet  off  in 
boats,  and  dropped  down  with  the  tide,  and  were  by  that  means, 
lefs  liable  to  be  difcovered  bv  the  French  ceniinels,  poited  ail 
along  the  coaft.  The  Ihips  foiluwed  them  about  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  afterwards,  and  got  to  the  landing  place  jjlt  m  the 
time  that  had  been  concerted,  to  cover  their  landing  j  and  conh- 
dering  the  darkneTs  of  ihe  night,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  current, 
this  was  a  very  critical  operaiion  and  vtry  properly  and  (ucre<H. 
E  e  2  fully 
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But  it  is  certain,  that  thefe  things,  notwithftanding  the  ex- 
traordinary abilities  of  the  general,  could  never  have  been 
compafled,  had  not  the  marine  co-operated  with  an  unani- 
mity, diligence,  and  fkill,  which  never  could  have  taken 
place,  but  from  that  perfect  love  to  their  country,  that  ani- 
mated all  thofe  that  were  concerned  in  this  expedition. 
Here  was  no  murmuring  nor  difcontent,  nor  abfurd  jealou- 
fy;  no  mean  competition  between  the  land  and  fea-fervice; 
but  the  moft  zealous  endeavours  to  fecond  each  others  ef- 
forts, and  the  moft  generous  inclinations  on  each  fide,  to 
give  a  due  praife  to  their  mutual  fervices. 

When  the  news  of  this  decifive  action  arrived  in  England, 
we  all  remember,  though  it  is  very  difficult  to  defcribe,  the 
various  and  mixed  emotions  with  which  every  one  was  af- 
fe£l:ed.  But  two  days  before  this  eame,  was  received  the 
.exprefs  which  General  Wolfe  had  fent  off  after  the  affair 
of  Montmorenci.  When  the  general  doubted,  the  public 
thought  they  had  reafon  to  defpair.  But  whilft  this  gloom 
was  frefh  and  in  the  midft  of  the  general  defpondency;  a 
fecond  exprefs  arrives,  and  brings  all  at  once  an  account  of 

the 


fully  conduced.  When  General  Wolfe^  and  the  troops  with  him, 
had  landed,  the  difficulty  of  gaining  the  top  of  the  hill  is  fcarce 
credible:  it  was  very  fteep  in  its  afcent,  and  high,  and  no  path 
where  two  could  go  a-breaft :  but  they  were  obliged  to  pull  them- 
felves  up  by  the  flumps  and  boughs  of  trees,  that  covered  the 
declivity. 

Immediately  after  our  vidory  over  their  troops,  I  fent  up  all 
the  boats  in  the  fleet  with  artillery,  and  ammunition;  and  on 
the  17th  went  up  with  the  men  of  war  in  a  difpofition  to  attack 
the  lower  town,  as  foon  as  General  Toivnjhend  fhould  be  ready  to 
attack  the  upper;  but  in  the  evening  they  fent  out  to  the  camp 
and  offered  terms  of  capitulation. 

I  have  the  farther  pleafure  of  acquainting  you,  that  during 
this  tedious  campaign  there  has  continued  a  perfefl  good  un- 
derftanding  between  the  army  and  the  navy.  I  have  received 
great  affiftance  from  Admirals  Durell  and  Holmes,  and  from  all  the 
captains;  Indeed  every  body  has  exerted  themfelves  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duty;  even  the  tranfports  have  willingly  affifted  me 
with  boats  and  people  en  the  landing  the  troops,  and  many  other 
fervices. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

CHARLES  SAUNDERS. 


Major  General', 

Ja ME  s  Wolfe 
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the  victory,  the  taking  of  Quebec,  and  the  d6ath  of  Gene- 
ral Wolfe.  The  effed:  of  fo  joyful  news,  immediately  on 
fuch  a  dejedlion,  and  then  the  mixture  of  grief  and  pity, 
which  attended  the  public  congratulations  and  applaufes, 
was  very  fmgular  and  affe<R:ing.  The  fort  of  mourning 
triumph,  that  manifeft&d  itfelf  on  that  occafion,  did  equal 
honour  to  the  memory  of  the  General,  and  to  the  huma- 
nity of  the  nation. 

A  little  circum.ftance  was  talked  of  at  that  time,  and  it  de- 
ferves  to  be  recorded,  as  it  fnews  a  firmnefs  of  fentiment, 
and  a  juftnefs  of  thinking,  in  the  lower  kind  of  people, 
that  is  rarely  met  with  even  amongft  perfons  of  education. 
The  mother  of  General  Wolfe  was  an  objedl  marked  out 
for  pity  by  great  and  peculiar  diftrefs  ;  the  public  wound 
pierced  her  mind  with  a  particular  afHi6lion,  who  had  ex* 
perienced  the  dutiful  fon,  the  nmiable  domeftic  character, 
whilft  the  world  admired  the  accomplifhed  officer.  Within, 
a  few  months  flie  had  loft  her  hufband  ;  fhe  now  loft  this 
fon,  her  only  child.  ,1  he  populace  of  the  village  where 
ihe  lived  unanimoufly  agreed  to  admit  no  illuminations  or 
firings,  or  any  other  fign  of  rejoicing  whatfoever  near  her 
houfe,  left  they  fhould  feem  by  an  ill-timed  triumph,  to 
infult  over  her  grief.  There  was  a  juftnefs  in  this,  and 
whoever  knows  the  people,  knov/s  that  they  made  no 
fmall  facrifice  on  this  occafion. 

The  nation,  which  never  fufFers  any  public  fervice  to 
pa|ii  unrewarded,  proceeded  to  honour  the  merits  of  the 
/|V(>!uc  and  of  the  dead.  The  minifter  himfelf  made  the 
motion  for  this  purpofe  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  all 
the  "'brce  of  eloquence  was  difplayed  in  fetting  off  thefe 
fervices  in  their  proper  light.  A  magnificent  monument 
was  voted  for  the  deceafed  General  in  Weftminfter  Abbey; 
the  living  Generals  and  Admirals  received  the  greateft-  of 
honours,  the  thanks  of  their  country,  by  their  reprefen- 
tatives. 

It  is  not  known  with  certainty  in  what  manner  the 
French  difpofed  of  the  remainder  of  their  army  after  the 
battle  of  Quebec.  It  is  probable  that  they  retired  towards 
Montreal  and  Trois  Rivieres,  the  only  places  of  any  con- 
fequence  which  they  had  left  in  Canada.  In  order  to  de- 
prive them  of  fubfiftence  in  any  attempt  they  might  be  in- 
duced to  make  towards  the  recovery  of  Quebec  in  the 
wintvr,  the  country  along  the  river  was  laid  vvafte  for  a 

very 
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very  confiderable  extent.  A  meafure,  which  for  the  fake 
pf  humanity,  we  could  have  v/ifhed  not  to  have  been  found 
neceflary. 

Whilft  the  operations  were  thus  fuccefsfully  carried  on 
in  the  river  St.  Laurence,  General  Amherft  was  not  want- 
ing in  his  endeavours  on  the  fide  of  Lake  Champlain. 
Though  the  retreat  of  the  French  from  Crown  Point  and 
Ticonderoga  had  left  him  entirely  mafter  of  Lake  George, 
he  found  that  the  command  of  Lake  Champlain  was  ftill 
an  obje6t  of  fome  difficulty.  Mr.  Bourlemaque,  who  com- 
manded in  that  part,  had  retired  to  the  Ifle  de  Noix,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  lake,  where  he  had  three  thoufand  five 
hundred  men  ftrongly  entrenched  j  he  had  likewife  four 
ftout  armed  floops,  by  which  he  could  eafily  defeat  any 
attempts  by  boats. 

General  Amherft  found  it  neceflary  to  attain  a  naval  fu- 
periority  upon  the  Champlain,  before  he  could  ho^e  to  pufh 
his  operations  any  further  ^  but  this  was  a  work  of  fo  much 
time,  that  it  made  it  abfolutely  impolTible  to  attain  the 
great  end  of  the  campaign,  the  communication  with  Ge- 
neral Wolfe,  who  was  left  in  the  manner  we  have  feen  to 
the  exertion  of  his  fmgle  ftrength.  The  naval  preparations 
were  not  perfectly  accompllfhed  before  the  loth  of  OiSlo- 
ber.  They  confifted  of  a  great  radeau,  eighty  four  feet  in 
length,  and  twenty  in  breadth,  which  carried  fix  twenty- 
four  pounders  3    the  reft  confifted  of  a  brigantine   and   a 

floop.  :^^^m 

Covered  by  thefe   the  army  was   embarked  in  boats  in  f^^' 

moft  excellent  difpofition,  and  proceeded  a  confi- 
Oct.  II.  derable  way  up  the  lake;  but  as  the  feafon  was 

far  advanced,  and  the  weather  o-rowins;  cold  and 

.         .  too 

tempeftuous,  he  judged  it  highly  dangerous  to'venture  his 
troops  much  upon  the  water  in  open  batteaux  ;  for  the 
waves  run  as  high  on  this  lake  as  at /ea  in  an  hard  gile  of 
wind.  Befides,  he  could  not  hope  at  this  advanced  feafon 
to  act  at  fuch  a  diftance  as  the  Ifle  de  Noix  with  any  eftedt ; 
he  therefore  wifely  poftponed  his  operations  on  that  fide  to 
another  vear,  and  contented  himftlf  for  the  prefent  with 
the  cftbrts  of  his  little  marine,  which  exerted  itfclf  with 
great  activity,  they  blocked  up  two  of  the  enemies  ftrong- 
eft  vefiels  in  a  bay,  but  the  French  abandoned 
Oct.  15.  them  in  the  night,  and  funk  them  in  a  deep  wa- 
ter, the  crev/s  making  their  -efcape  3  thefe  they 

were 
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were  in  hopes  to  weigh  up.     The  French  appearing  no 
where  to  oppofe  them,  the  armed  Hoops  returned 
to  Crown  Point  foon  after  the  troops,  which  were  061.  21. 
difpofed  in  winter  quarters. 

The  memorable  and  vigorous  campaign  of  1759,  which 
made  full  amends  for  the  ina(5livity  of  the  former,  was  thus 
happily  clofed.  By  the  taking  of  Niagara,  Ticonderago, 
and  above  all,  Qiiebec,  the  French,  in  the  little  remaining 
part  of  Canada,  are  invefted  upon  every  fide.  The  troops 
which  they  have  under  Mr.  Levy  at  Montreal,  and  thofe 
under  Mr.  Bourlemaque  at  Ifle  de  Noix,  can  neither  be 
recruited  with  men,  nor  properly  fupplied  with  military 
(lores,  all  communication  with  France  being  cut  ofF.  So 
that  in  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign,  if  they  are  at- 
tacked with  vigour  from  the  fide  of  Quebec,  whilft  Gene- 
ral Amherft  advances  with  his  body  by  Lake  Champlain,  of 
which  he  has  now  the  entire  dominion,  the  refiftance  will 
be  no  more  than  fufficient  to  give  reputation  to  the  con- 
quefl ;  and  it  will  depend  more  upon  our  own  fentiments 
of  convenience  what  part  of  North  America  we  fhall  leave 
to  France,  than  to  any  efforts  they  may  make  in  that  part 
of  the  world  ;  happy  if  our  European  fyftem  fhould  (o 
far  concur,  as  to  leave  us  free  to  conclude  a  peace  in 
America  upon  its  own  merits. 

CHAP.     VIIL 

Prince  Henry  s  march  into  Saxony.  General  Vehla  defeated. 
King  of  Prujfia  enters  Saxony.  Pruffians  defeated  at 
Max  en.  Again  defeated  at  Meiffen.  M.  Daim  occupies 
the  carnp  at  Pima.  Ivdunfter  furrendcrs  to  the  allies. 
Hereditary  Prince  of  Bnmfwick  defeats  the  Duke  of 
IVurtemhurg  at  Fulda.  March  of  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of  Brunfivick  to  Saxony. 

WE  took  notice,  In  the  preceeding  part  of  ournarra- 
tive,  of  that  movement  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  by 
which  he  got  between  the  Ruffians  and  Great  Glogau,  and 
thereby  baffled  their  defign  upon  that  important  place.  This 
movement,  at  once  daring,  prudent  and  necefiary,  hindered 
the  Ruffians  from  taking  winter  quarters  in  his  dominions; 
but  at  the  fame  time  it  unavoidably  cut  off  all  communica- 
tion with  the  army  of  Prince  Henry. 

That 
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That  Prince,  feeing  that  he  could  not  fecond  the  opera- 
tions of  the  King,  his  brother,  on  the  fide  of  Silefia,  con- 
trived another  expedient  of  co-operating  with  him,  which 
was    immediately    to    direct    his  march  towards  Saxony.     . 
There  was  no  obje6^,  the  pofTcflion  of  which  was  more 
interefting;  on  that  account  it  was  very  proper  j  but  this 
march  anfwered  alfo  another  end;  for  it  drew  the  attention 
of  M.  Daun  to    the    fide  of   Saxony,    and   difabled    him 
from  aflifting  the  defigns  of  the  Ruffians  againft  Glogau, 
either  with  his  whole  army,  or  with  any  confiderable  de- 
tachment from  it.  The  whole  country  of  Lufatia,  through 
which  this  pvojeSied  march  lay,  was  in  a  manner  overfpread 
with  the  enemy.     M.  Daun,  with  the  main  army  of  the 
Auftrianc,  lay  at  a  place  called  Sorau,oppofite  to  the  prince's 
camp.     Five  bodies  of  Ruffians  occupied  as  many  advanta- 

feous  pofts  between  the  Bober  and  the  Neifs.  General 
/audohn  pofTefied  the  whole  country  along  the  Spree,  with 
feveral  Auftrian  corps.  To  get  round  M.  Daun,  it  was 
neceflary  to  make  a  vaft  circuit,  and  to  march  between 
the  Auftrian  and  Ruffian  armies  for  more  than  fixty  Englifh 
miles. 

Before  the  prince  entered  upon  this  arduous  d^fign,  by 
feveral  bold  movements    he    obliged  M.  Daun  to  retreat 
from  Sorau  to  Gorlitz,  and  from  Gorlitz  as  far  as  Bautzen, 
keeping  himfelf  as  much  as  poffible  between  the  prince  and 
Saxony.     But  his  Royal    Highnefs  having  perceived  the 
dire6lion  in  which  M.  Daun  was  moving,  made  a  com- 
pafs  to  the  northward  of  the  Auftrians,  into  the  Lower 
Lufatia,    palTed  the  Neifs  at  Rothenburg,   and  marching 
with    the    utmoft  expedition    arrived  at  Hoyers 
Sept.  25.  Werda  in  two  days  from  his  leaving  his  pofls  near 
Zittau.     This   rapid  march  brought  them  quite 
unexpc£l:ed  upon  a  bodv  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  Auflrian 
irregulars,  commanded  by  General  Vehla,  who  were  fitu- 
ated  in  all  fecurity  behind  the  town.       They  were  routed 
with  no  fmall  flaughter.     Having  diflodged  this  corps,  the 
prince's  army  had  leifure  to  repofe  themfelves   after  fuch  a 
fatiguing  march,  for  two  days;  and   then  continued  their 
proo;refs    towards    the  Elbe,    which    river  they 
03:.  2.     croHed   at  Torgau,  having   received  notice  that 
•  M.  Daun  had  croiTed  it  before  them  near  Drefden. 
Thus  was  the  grand  theatre  of  the  \\'ar  once  more  trans- 
ferred iiuu  Saxony,  and  that  mifei able  country,  continually 

harrafTed, 
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harrafed,  continually  tolTed  from  hand  to  hand,  the  fporc 
of  violence  and  fortune,  fuffered  equal  diftrefles  fro  m  its 
deliverers  and  its  enemies. 

The  Pruflian  army,  from  the  beginning  of  this  war,  has 
been  particularly  diftinguifhed  for  its  marches j  and  there 
is  certainly  nothing  in  ail  the  various  operations  of  war, 
which  more  particularly  dilHnguifties  good  troops,  and  able 
and  fpirited  leaders.  But  this  march  of  prince  H  enry  over 
fuch  a  tract  of  country,  almoft  every  where  occ  upied  by 
the  enemy,  in  fo  ihort  a  time,  and  with  fo  littl  e  lofs,  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary,  and  the  beft  con- 
du6ted,  of  the  marches,  that  have  been  made  by  the  Pruf- 
fian,  or  any  other  army. 

This  fortunate  ftroke,  together  with  the  retreat  o^  the 
Ruffians,  afforded  fome  hope,  that  notwithftanding  his  re- 
peated difafters,  the  King  of  Pruflia  migjht  ftill  conclude 
the  campaign  to  his  advantage.  The  detachments  under 
Finck  and  Wunfch  had  no  fooner  entered  JVIifnia,  than 
they  attained  a  fuperiority  over  the  united  armies  of  Au- 
ftria  and  the  Empire  j  all  the  places  v/hich  in  fo  fhort  a 
time  they  had  feized,  in  as  fhort  a  time  were  reduced  to 
the  obedience  of  their  former  mafters.  Wunfch  had  en~ 
gaged  their  army,  and  defeated  one  of  its  wings.  This 
victory  gave  them  the  poffeffion  of  every  thing  to  the  gates 
of  Drelden,  the  only  town  which  remained  to  the  enemy 
of  all  ttiofe  they  had  taken.  They  found  themfelves  unable 
to  prtvent  prince  Henry  from  paffing  the  Elbe;  they  found 
themfelves  unable  to  p  event  General  Hulfen  from  coming 
to  his  relief  with  a  confiderable  detachment;  they  lound 
themfelves  unable  to  prevent  the  King  from 
joining  himfelf  to  thofe;  when,  after  obliging  the  Nov.  12. 
Rumans  to  evacuate  Silefia,  he  marched  to  their 
relief,  leaving  General  Itzenplitz,  with  a  part  of  his  army, 
to  keep  the  Rulhans  from  availing  themfelves  of  his  abfence. 
On  this  the  army  of  the  empire  retired.  M.  Dawn  fell 
back  towards  Drelden.  All  the  King  of  PrufTia's  pofls 
were  left  unmolefled,  and  after  all  his  lofTes,  and  all  his  ne- 
celfary  detachments,  he  flill  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
gallant  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  in  high  fpirits,  and 
ready  to  execute  the  mofl  defperate  of  his  orders,  notwith- 
ftanding the  advanced  feafon,  and  the  great  extremity  of 
the  cold. 

F  f  It 
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It  is  true,  that  M.  Daun  was  fuperior  to  him  in  num- 
bers, and  yet  more  fo  in  fituation.  He  could  at  any  time 
take  pofTeflion  of  the  famous  camp  at  Pirna,  where  he 
could  not  bj  attacked  with  any  profpe6l  of  fuccefs;  but 
then  the  freezing  of  the  Elbe,  the  fnow  on  the  mountains 
.which  divide  Bohemia  from  Saxony,  and  the  continual  mo- 
leftations  which  might  be  expected  from  the  Pruffian  par- 
ties, made  this  fituation  as  dangerous,  in  fome  refpedts,  as 
it  was  defirable  in  others. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  many,  that  thefe  advantages  on 
the  fide  of  the  King  of  Pruflia,  well  purfued  without  aim- 
ing at  more,  v/ouid  in  a  (hort  time  infallibly  have  obliged 
M.  Daun  to  relinquifh  his  ftrong  poft,  and  to  retire  into 
Bohemia,  abandoning  Drefden,  and  with  it  all  the  fruits 
of  his  vidorious  campaign.  But  the  King,  pofTefled  by 
an  idea  of  the  ill  fituation  of  the  Auftrians,  thought  that 
advantages  of  greater  moment,  and  more  decifive,  might 
he  drawn  from  it.  He  knew,  that  the  paffes  into  Bohemia 
were  fo  difficult,  that  by  fome  pofts  properly  chofen  and 
ftrongly  guarded,  the  fubfiftence  of  the  Auftrians  might  be 
made  impra6ticable,  and  even  their  retreat  rendered  fo 
difficult,  that  M.  Daun  would  find  himfelf  compelled  to 
fight  at  a  difadvantage,  and  to  put  to  the  hazard  of  the 
field,  all  that  his  caution  and  prudejice  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  painfully  procuring. 

Upon  this  plan  the  King,  having  obliged  M.  Daun  to 
retreat  as  far  as  Plauen,  advanced  himfelf  as  far  as  KefTel- 
dorf;  and  ordered  General  Finck,  with  a  ftrong  corps,  to 
turn  the  Auftrians,  and  feize  the  defiles  of  Maxen  and  Ot- 
tendorf,  through  which  alone  it  feemed  poffible  for  the 
Auftrians  to  communicate  with  Bohemia.  This  was  fo 
fuccefsfully  executed,  that  there  appeared  no  doubt  that 
the  King  had  efFecSlually  fecured  one  of  his  principal  ob- 
je6^s,  and  had  placed  Daun  between  two  fires. 
.  Whilft  the  Pruffians  enjoyed  this  fecurity,  M.  Daun, 
who  was  aware  of  their  defign,  had  fo  occupied  all  the 
eminences  about  this  rough  and  dangerous  place,  and  all 
the  pafies  into  it,  that  the  Pruffians  were  hardly  attacked, 
when  their  defeat  feemed  inevitable.  It  is  probable  that 
they  had  got  too  far  into  thefe  defiles,  and  had  not  taken 
proper  meafures  to  fecure  a  retreat,  or  any  fort  of  com- 
munication with  the  grand  army.  They  became  too  late 
fenfible  of  their  fituation,  and  they  made,  for  a  whole  day, 

the 
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the  moft  intrepid  efforts  to  difengage  themfelves  from  it ; 
but  they  were  foiled  in  every  attempt,  with  confiderable 
lofs  of  men,  and  of  the  moft  part  of  their  artillery. 

Night  put  a  ftop  to  the  engagement ;  the  Auftrians  em- 
ployed it  efFe6lually,  to  entangle  the  Pruflians,  by  guarding 
with  double  ftrength  and  vigilance,  every  avenue  through 
which  it  was  poSible  for  them  to  efcape.  So 
that  when  the  morning  appeared,  they  faw  the  Nov.  26. 
hills  covered  upon  every  fide  with  great  bodies 
of  their  enemies,  and  every  defile  prefented  a  wall  of 
bayonets,  through  which  it  was  impofllble  to  penetrate. 
Thus  galled  with  the  loftes  of  the  preceding  day,  in  which 
it  is  faid  they  had  exhaufted  almoft  all  their  ammunition, 
ftripped  of  the  greateft  part  of  their  cannon,  furrounded  by 
the  enemy  on  all  quart«rs,  no  refource,  no  profpecSt  of  re- 
lief appearing,  the  army  loft  all  hope,  and  all  fpirit.  To 
make  any  efforts  in  this  condition.  General  Finck  thought 
would  only  be  to  throw  away  unprofitably  the  lives  of  many 
brave  men,  which  might  be  referved  for  a  more  hopeful 
occafionj  he  therefore,  notwithftanding  the  known  rigour 
of  his  mafter,  the  apparent  fname  of  the  thing,  and  the 
thoufand  circumftances  of  embarralTment  that  muft  have 
arifento  a  man  of  honour  at  fuch  a  juncture,  came  to  a 
refolution  of  furrendering  the  whole  army  prifoners  of  war. 
Nineteen  battalions  and  thirty  five  fquadrons,  compofing 
near  twenty  thoufand  men  by  the  Auftrian  account,  above 
twelve  by  the  PrufTian  confefTion,  fixty-four  pieces  of 
cannon,  many  ftandards  and  colours  were  taken  on  this 
occafion. 

It  was  unqueftionably  the  greateft  blow  which  the  Pruf- 
fians  had  felt  from  the  beginning  of  the  war;  confidering 
the  critical  time,  the  numbers  taken,  and  the  lofs  of  repu- 
tation, which  arofe  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
taken.  It  is  no  wonder,  that  fuch  an  extraordinary  advan- 
tage, thus  cheaply  obtained,  fhould  greatly  have  elevated 
the  friends  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  They  had  put  the 
cheat  upon  the  PrufTians,  they  had  caught  their  enemy  in 
the  very  trap  which  they  had  laid,  as  they  thought,  with 
fuch  addrefs  for  them.  They  had  now  received  a  full  in- 
demnification for  the  capture  of  the  Saxon  army,  which 
4iad  furreqdered  in  much  the  fame  manner,  and  very 
near  this  place,  ui  the  year  1756. 

F  f  2  The 
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The  King  of  Prullia  had  not  time  to  recover  from  this 
ftroke,  under  which  he  was  yet  ftaggering,  when  he  receiv- 
ed another  blc»w,  and  a  fevere  one.  General  Durceke  was 
pofted  at  the  right  of  the  Elbe,  oppofite  to  Meif- 
Dec.  4.  fen  ;  but  on  the  approach  of  a  large  body  of  Au- 
ftrians,  they  prepared  to  retreat  over  the  river 
into  that  place  into  which  they  thought  their  retreat  fecure  j 
but  having  been  obliged  by  an  hard  froft  to  withdraw  their 
bridge  of  boats,  a  thaw  fupervening,  when  they  attempted 
to  lay  a  bridge  of  pontoons,  fo  many  great  fragments  of  ice 
floated  in  the  river,  that  they  found  it  impracticable;  they 
were  therefore  under  the  neceility  of  pafling  over  their 
army  in  boats,  Whilft  they  flruggled  wirh  thefe  difficul- 
ties, their  rear  guard  was  attacked  by  the  Auftrians  with 
great  fury,  and  all  the  men  that  compofed  it,  together  with 
the  General,  were  killed  or  made  prifoners.  The  lofs  of 
the  Pruflians  on  this  occafions  is  faid  to  have  been  three 
thoufand  killed  and  taken;  and  this  fecond  furprize  brought 
a  new  difcredit,  as  well  as  a  great  detriment  to  the  Pruffian 
arms. 

M.  Daun  was  not  fo  carried  away  with  this  flood  of  fuc- 
cefs,  as  to  depart  in  the  leaft  degree  from  his  ufual  cauti- 
ous management.  Two  advantages  were  now  obtained, 
which,  with  a  very  few  efforts,  might  be  improved,  to  the 
entire  deftrudion  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  At  leaft,  many 
Generals  would  have  thought  fo  ;  but  M.  Daun  thought 
that  the  fame  conduct,  which,  with  no  rifque,  and  with 
little  lofs,  had  reduced  the  King  fo  low,  was  the  moft  likely, 
if  purfued,  to  bring  on  his  entire  ruin.  He  refolved  to  give 
that  monarch  no  fort  of  chance  to  recover  his  fortune  ; 
Daun,  after  the  two  great  victories  he  had  himfelf  newly 
obtained,  retired  behind  Drefden ;  and  as  if  he  had  been 
beaten,  as  often  as  he  was  victorious,  he  took  refuge  in 
the  impregnable  camp  at  Pirna,  having  fo  difpofed  matters, 
that  the  King  of  Pruflia,  now  to  weak  to  fend  out  any 
great  detachments,  could  not  prevent  his  communication 
with  Bohemia. 

Whilft  the  King  of  Pruflia  carried  on  his  unfuccefsful 
campaign  in  Saxony,  through  all  the  rigours  of  the  fevereft 
winter  for  many  years  felt  in  Europe;  the  army  of  the  al- 
lies kept  the  field  with  better  fortune.  It  is  true,  things 
had  been  fo  difpofed  by  the  obftinate  refiftance  of  Munfter, 

and 
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and  the  reinforcements  which  arrived  in  the  French  army, 
that  Prince  Ferdinand  did  not  find  himfelf  in  a  condition 
to  force  them  to  a  decifive  action ;  and  therefore  the  litu- 
ation  of  the  two  armies  had  continued  much  the  fame  for 
a  confiderable  time.  At  length  Munfter,  after  a  feries  of 
operations,  fometimes  a  fiege,  fometimes  a  block- 
ade, now  broken  oiF,  and  now  refumed,  at  laft  Nov,  20. 
furrendered,  and  the  gariifon  capitulated  for  their 
liberty. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick, 
all  whofe  enterprifes  are  diftinguifhed  with  a  peculiar  eclat 
and  fplendor,  that  mark  them  for  his  own,  performed  a  fer- 
vice  that  curbed  the  French,  even  more  than  the  lofs  of 
iVlunfler.  Prince  Charles  of  Bevern  was  alfo  engaged  in 
this  defign. 

The  Duke  of  Wurtemburg  had  renewed  his  treaty  of 
fubfiJy  with  France,  and  having  recruited  and  augmented 
his  troops,  he  lay  at  Fulda,  a  great  way  to  the  right  of  the 
French  army.  The  Hereditary  Prince  formed  a  defign  to 
attack  him  at  that  diftance. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  taking  a  fmall,  but  well 
chofen  corps  of  hone  and  foot,  and  difengaging  them  from 
their  baggage,  he  arrived  in  two  days  at  Fulda,  where. the 
Wurtemburgers  enjoyed  themfelves  in  full  fecurity.  A  feu 
de  joye  had  been  ordered  for  that  day;  the  troops  were  all 
in  their  beft  cloaths  ;  the  Duke  had  invited  all  the  ladies  in 
the  town  to  his  table,  and  to  a  ball,  which  he  intended  to 
have  given  that  very  day;  but  the  Hereditary  prince  dif- 
concerted  their  meafures,  both  of  war  and  diverfion.  A 
large  party  of  the  Wurtemburg  troops  were  pofted  in  a 
plain  before  the  town.  The  Hereditary  Prince  fell  upon 
them  unawares  in  their  front  and  flank,  and  drove  them 
into  the  town,  into  which  he  clofely  purfued  them.  Here 
thev  made  fome  appearance  of  maintaining  their  ground 
for  fome  minutes,  but  they  were  foon  driven  out  on  the 
other  fide,  and  hotly  purfued  by  the  Prince  of  Brunfwick  ; 
without  the  town  they  were  met  by  Prince  Charles  of  Be- 
vern, who  had  made  a  compafs  about  the  place,  and  at- 
tacked them  vigoroufly  as  foon  as  they  had  got  out  of  it. 
Four  battalions  made  fome  refinance,  and  were  all  cut  to 
pieces  or  made  prifoners;  the  reft,  with  the  Duke  himfelf, 
covered  by  the  refiftance  of  thefe  battalions,  made  a  fhift 
to  efcape.     Above  a  thoufand  prifoners  were  made  on  this 

occafion. 


230  The  History  of  the  War.  ^759^ 

occafion;  and  the  Prince  returned  to  the  camp  of  the  allies, 
after  having  efFedually  difabled  this  corps  from  performing 
anything  confiderable;  and  this  adion  was  of  the  greateft 
confequence,  as,  by  the  difpofition  of  that  corps  at  Fulda, 
there  was  an  appearance  as  if  the  French  meant  to  form  a 
communication  with  the  army  of  the  Empire,  for  the 
mutual  extenfion  and  fecurity  of  their  winter  quarters. 

This  enterprife  was  only  the  prelude  to  another,  which 
promifed  to  be  much  more  extenfive  in  its  confcquences. 
The  feafon  was  now  grown  too  fevere  to  fufter  the  allies 
to  pufh  any  further  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  over 
the  French  ;  at  the  fame  time  it  difabled  the  French  from 
attempting  any  thing  confiderable  againft  them,  Befides 
thefe  advantages  of  the  feafon,  by  poffefling  Munfter,  the 
allies  were  no  longer  obliged  to  keep  fo  large  a  body  of  men 
in  Weftphalia.  Thefe  were  the  confiderations  which  fuf- 
fered  Prince  Ferdinand  to  turn  his  eyes  to  the  diftreiTed 
ftate  of  the  King  of  Pruflia's  aiFairs.  After  the  two  great 
blows  which  that  monarch  had  fufFered,  there  was  no  hope 
of  diflodging  M.  Daun  with  his  fingle  force ;  and  he  was 
utterly  unable  to  avail  himfelf  as  heretofore,  of  the  rigour 
of  the  feafon,  to  ftrike  a  decifive  blow.  Prince  Ferdinand, 
diftant  as  he  was  from  his  diftrefled  ally,  and  fo  near  to  an 
enemy  fuperior  in  numbers,  did  not  hefitate  to  fend  him 
fuccours,  to  enable  him,  if  polTible,  to  make  a  final  effort. 
He  detached  therefore  12,000  of  his  beft  men,  and  placed 
them  under  the  command  ©f  the  Hereditary  Prince,  with 
whofe  vigour  and  diligence  he  was  perfectly  acquainted, 
and  under  whom  he  knew  the  foldiers  would  endure  any 
^o  hardfhip  with  chearfulnefs.    They  marched  from 

II.  KorfdorfF,  and  in  the  depth  of  the  late  fevere 
feafon,  without  lofing  a  man  by  fickncfs  or  defertion,  in 
fifteen  davs,  marched  near  three  hundred  miles,  and  join- 
ed the  King  of  Pruflia  at  Freybourg. 

This  junction  raifed  for  a  while  the  fpirits  and  hopes  of 
the  PrulTian  army,  but,  in  efFe6l,  it  did  more  honour  to 
the  abilities  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  than  fervice  to  the 
King.  The  feafon  which  fought  equally  againft  all  fides, 
the  inaccelTible  camp  at  Pirna,  and  the  caution  of  M.  Daun, 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  the  King,  notwithftanding  this  re- 
inforcement, to  make  any  attempt.  So  that  after  feveral 
movements  in  hopes  of  bringing  the  Auftrians  to  an  en- 
gagement, he  was  obliged  at  length  to  dcfift,  and  to  fufFer 

the 
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the  {battered  remains  of  his  army  to  repofc  in  winter  quar- 
ters, after  the  fruitlefs  fatigues  of  fo  long,  fo  laborious,  and 
fo  bloody  a  campaign. 

The  King  of  PrufTia  did  not  derive  the  benefits  that 
were  expected  from  this  detachment ;  the  French  had  no 
fooner  notice  of  it,  than  they  attempted  to  avail  them- 
feives  of  the  weaknefs  it  caufed  in  the  allied  army.  The 
Duke  of  Broglio  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  French  troops ; 
he  had  lately  returned  from  Verfailles,  having  ruined  the 
chara6ler  of  M.  de  Contades,  eftablifhed  his  own,  remov- 
ed his  rival,  and,  in  fpight  of  feniority,  had  acquired  the 
marftial's  ftaff,  and  the  command  of  the  army.  He  thought 
he  had  now  an  opportunity  for  an  a(5lion  of  eclat  to  diftin- 
guifh  his  entrence  into  command.     He  attempted  to  attack 

Prince  Ferdinand  by  furprife.     But  finding  him 
Dec.  24.  perfectly  prepared,  and  all  his  pofls  well  guarded, 

he  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  retire  to  his  former 
quarters;  and  with  this  abortive  attempt  clofed  the  ope- 
rations of  the  German  campaign,  from  whence  France  had  ■ 
entertained  fuch  fanguine  hopes;  leaving  to  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand the  glory  of  taking  Munfter  in  the  prefence  of  one  of 
their  armies,  and  of  fecuring  his  own  pofls  againfl  all  their 
efforts,  after  he  had,  from  an  inferior  number,  detached 
12,000  men  three  hundred  miles  from  his  camp, 

CHAP.     IX. 

Thi  preparations  at  Vannes  and  Brefl.  The  EngViP)  fleet 
driven  from  their  Jlation,  The  atiion  near  Belkifle^ 
French  fleet  defeated.  War  in  the  Eajl  Indies  in  1758. 
French  fl.eet  under  M.  D* Ache  twice  beaten.  M.  de  Lally 
takes  Fort  St.  David's^  and  repulfed  at  Ta7ijour.  Lays 
fiege  to  Madrafs.  Obliged  to  raife  the  flege.  Concluflon  of 
the  annals  of  ij^g. 

THE  feverity  of  the  winter  could  not  put  a  flop  to  the 
operations  of  the  land  armies ;  it  had  no  more  efte6t 
upon  the  operations  at  fea,  which  went  on  with  vigour,  in 
fpight  of  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon.  The  invafion 
projected  by  France,  which  the  engagement  off  Cape 
Lagos  had  retarded,  was  by  no  means  laid  afide. 

The  preparations  for   a    naval    equipment  in  the  har- 
bour of  Breft,  and  for  tranfpofting  a  body  of  forces  from 

Vannes, 
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Vannes,  went  on  continually.  The  winter  did  not  delay 
thefe  preparations,  becaufe  it  was  hoped  that  in  that  feafon, 
the  Britifti  fleet  might  be  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  their 
own  harbours  ;  and  thus  might  afford  an  opportunity  for 
the  French  fleet  to  come  out  unoppofed,  and  to  execute  the 
obje£t  of  their  deftination  before  the  Britiih  navy  could  be 
in  readinefs  to  encounter  them. 

In  fadl,  they  were  not  wholly  difappointed  in  their  ex- 
pe£lations.  A  violent  ftorm  forced  Sir  Edward  Hawke  to 
quit  his  ftation  off  Breft.  He  came  with  his  whole  fleet  to 
anchor  in  Torbay. 

The  French  fleet  availed  itfelf  of  his  abfence 

Nov.  14.  to  put  to  fea.     The  whole  Englifh  nation  was 

alarmed;  but  it  was  an  alarm  which  produced 

no  hurry  or  difturbance,  but  vigorous,  cool,  and   fettled 

methods  for  defence. 

And  now  the  event  of  the  whole  war  was  put  to  the  ifTue ; 
for  upon  the  good  or  ill  fuccefs  of  this  ftroke  every  thing 
depended.  Admiral  Hawke  loft  not  a  moment's 
Nov.  14,  time  to  put  again  to  fea,  and  to  feek  the  French 
fleet.  Both  fquadrons  put  to  fea  on  the  fame 
day ;  Sir  Edward  Hawke  from  Torbay,  M.  de  Conflans 
from  Breft.  There  was  a  difference  of  but  one  fhip  of  the 
line  in  their  forces. 

It  is  impofTible  here  to  pafs  over  the  gallant  behaviour  of 
one  of  our  Admirals,  as  it  helps  to  mark  the  genius  and  fpi- 
rip  of  this  happy  time,  and  as  this  is  one  of  the  fineft  inftan- 
ces  of  it.  Admiral  Saunders  came  into  port  from  his  Que- 
bec expedition  immediately  after  Hawke  had  faikd.  After 
fuch  a  long  voyage  and  fo  fevere  a  campaign,  unbroken  by 
fatigue,  and  ftill  infatiated  with  glory,  he  determined  im- 
mediately to  fet  fail  again,  and  partake  the  honour  and 
danger  of  the  coming  engagement.  For  this  purpofe  no 
time  was  to  be  loft,  and  he  had  no  orders.  But  he  thought 
the  exigencies  of  his  country  fufficient  orders ;  and  he 
knew  that  at  this  time  the  letter  of  military  difcipline  would 
never  be  fet  againft  its  fpirit.  He  therefore  fet  fail  without 
waiting  for  orders  with  ten  fhips ;  but  fortune  did  not  fa- 
vour the  generofity  of  his  intentions,  and  he  did  not  join 
the  Britifli  fleet  time  enough  For  the  engagement. 

As  Sir  Edward  Hawke  concluded  that  the  flrft  rendez- 
vous of  the  enemy's  fleet  would  be  at  Quiberon,  he  direct- 
ed his  courfe  with  all  diligence  for  that  bay.     But  here 

again 
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again  fortune  for  a  while  feemcd  to  declare  for  the  French  5 
for  a  flrong  wind  blown  in  an  eafterly  point,  drove  the  En- 
glifo  fleet  a  great  w^ay  to  the  weftward  ;  but  at  length  it 
became  more  favourable,  and  bore  them  in  diredly  to  the 
fhore.  About  eight  o'clock  the  headmoft  fliips  difcovered 
the  enemy  bearing  to  the  northward,  between  the  iiland  of 
Belleiflc  and  the  main  land  of  France. 

Hawke  faw  at  laft  what  he  had  fo  long,  and  fo  ardently 
wifhed  for,  (though  hitherto  in  vain)  the  enemy  in  his 
reach.  But  yet  there  were  fuch  difficulties  in  his  way,  as 
would  have  checked  a  very  cautious  commander,  or  per- 
haps any  commander  in  circumftances  lefs  critical  to  the 
public  fafety.  On  the  flio;hteft  infpedlion  of  the  caart  it 
will  appear,  that  all  this  fea  is  Town  thick  with  fands  and 
ihoals,  and  fliallows,  and  rocks ;  our  pilots  were  by  no 
means  well  acquainted  with  it;  and  the  wind  blew  little 
lefs  than  a  violent  florm,  and  the  waves  ran  mountain 
high.  In  thefe  circumftances  they  were  to  attack  a  very 
ftrong  fquadroa  of  the  enemy  on  their  own  coalr,  v/ith 
which  they  were  perfectly  acquainted.  All  thefe  difficul- 
ties only  animated  the  Englifn  Admiral.  In  one  of  the  fi- 
neft  (hips  in  the-v/orld,  commanding  the  flower  of  the  Britifh 
navy,  and  feconded  by  fome  of  the  mpft  tried  and  braveft 
officers  in  the  fervice ;  and  above  all  not  dubious  of  him- 
felf.  He  ordered  the  (hips  neareft  the  enemy  immediately 
to  chafe,  and,,  by  engaging  them,  to  give  time  for  the  reft: 
of  the  fleet  to  come  up. 

M.  Conflans  had  two  choices,  either  to  fly,  or  to  ftand 
and  fight  it  out.  But  he  followed  neither  perfe6^1y ;  for 
fome  time  he  appeared  as  if  he  meant  to  fight ;  but  after 
giving  the  Britifh  ihips  time  to  come  near  him,  when  it  was 
too  late,  he  crouded  all  the  fail  he  could  carry  ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  fhewed  an  attention  to  keep  his  fquadron  toge- 
ther. 

At  half  an  hour  after  two,  the  adion  began  with  great 
fury.  In  two  hours  the  enemy  had  loft  three  {hips  of  the 
line,  one  ftruck,  two  were  funk  outright.  Hawke  ordered 
his  fnip  to  referve  her  fire,  to  pafs  by  all  the  others,  and  to 
be  laid  along  fide  of  the  Soleil  Royal,  the  beft  {hip  in  the 
French  navy,  and  commanded  by  M.  de  Conflans;  the  mafter 
remonftrated  on  the  almoft  inevitable  danger  of  the  coaft. 
Hawke  anfwered,  "  You  have  done  your  dury  in  this  re- 
^'  monftrance;  now  obey  mv  orders,  and  lay  me  along 

G  g  "  fide 
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^'  fide  the  French  admiral,"  A  French  flilp  of  70  guns 
generoufly  pjt  himfelF  between  them;  Hawke  was  obliged 
to  beftow  here  the  fire  he  had  referved  for  a  greater  occa- 
fion,  and  at  one  broadfide  funk  her  to  the  bottom.  The 
headmoft  of  the  Englifh  iliips  fired  on  the  enemy  as  they 
came  up  to  them,  and  then  paffed  on  to  others,  leaving 
thofe  behind  to  im.prove  their  fuccefs,  and  dcftroy  or  take 
them;  and  by  this  method  they  had  got  up  quite  to  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  and  would  have  totally  deftroyed  their 
fleet,  had  not  night  interpofed  to  fave  them.  Before  night 
came  on,  the  enemy's  fleet  was  much  difperfed;  but  in  the 
eagernefs  of  the  purfuit,  two  of  the  Englifli  fhips  unfortu- 
nately run  upon  a  fand,  called  the  Four,  and  were  loft. 
The  enemy  fled  in  to  their  own  coaft.  Seven  fhips  of  the 
line  threw  overboard  all  their  guns,  and  efcaped  into  the 
River  Villaine;  about  as  many  more  got  out  to  fea,  and 
made  for  other  ports. 

l^othing  could  be  conceived  more  dreadful  than  the  night 
which  fucceeded  this  action.  A  violent  ftorm  blew  all  night 
long.  It  was  a  pitchy  darknefs;  a  dangerous  coaft  fur- 
rounded  them  on  almoft  all  fides.  A  continual  firing  of 
diftrefs  guns  was  heard,  without  knowing  whether  they 
came  from  friend  or  enemy ;  and  on  account  of  the  badnefs 
of  the  coaft  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  our  people  were 
equally  unable  to  venture  to  their  afliftance. 

When  morning  came  on,  they  found  the  French  Admi- 
ral had  run  his  fhip,  and  another  called  the  Hero"^,  on  fhore; 
the  firft  was  fet  on  fire  by  the  enemy,  the  other  by  our 
feamen.     Thus  concluded  this    remarkable  action   (c),  in 

which 


{cj  Sir  Edward  Haivke's  Letter  to  Mr.   Cle-~jland,  Secretary  to   the 
Admiralty. 

Rcjal  George^   offPenris  Point,  Ncv.  24. 

SIR, 

IN  my  letter  of  the  17th,  by  exnrefs,  I  defired  you  would  ac- 
quaint their  fordlhips  with  my  havir.g  received  intelbgence  of 
18  f^il  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  of  the  BreJ}  fquadron,  being 
difcoveTfd  about  24  leagLjes  to  the  N.  W.  o'i  Beltejle,  ftceringto 
^%  eailward ;  all  the  prifoners  however  agree,  that  on  the  day 

we 
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which  the  French  had  four  capita]  fhips  deftroyed,  one  ta^ 
ken,  and  the  whole  of  their  formidable  navy,  in  which  con- 
iifted  the  laft  hope  of  their  marine,  fhattered,  difarmed, 
and   difperfed.     The  long  threatned  invafion    which  was 


to 


we  chafed  them,  their  fquadron  coniifted,  according  to  the  ac- 
companying liil,  of  four  fhips  of  80,  fix  of  74,  three  of  70, 
eight  of  64,  one  frigate  of  36,  one  of  34,  and  one  of  16  guns, 
wi;h  a  fmall  vefTel  to  look  our.  They  failed  from  BreJ}  the  24th 
inft.  the  fame  day  I  failed  from  Torhay, 

Concluding  that  their  firll  rendevous  {hould  be  S^iheron^  the 
inftant  I  received  the  intelligence,  I  direded  my  courfe  thither 
with  a  preft  fail.  At  the  firft  wind  blowing  hard,  st  S.  by  E.  and 
S.  drove  us  considerably  to  the  weftward.  But  on  the  i8:h  and 
19th,  though  variable,  it  proved  more  favourable.  In  the  mean 
time,  having  been  joined  by  the  Maidjlone  and  Co-ventry  frigates, 
I  directed  their  commanders  to  keep  a  head  of  the  fquadron  :  one 
on  the  ftarboard  and  the  other  on  the  larboard  bow.  At  half  pall 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  20th,  BelleiJIe,  by  our  reckon- 
ing, bearing  E.  by  N.  one  fourth  N.  the  Mauijlone  made  the 
fignal  for  feeing  a  fleet,  I  immediately  fpread  abroad  thefignal  for 
a  line  abreall,  m  order  to  draw  all  the  ihips  of  the  iquadron  up 
with  me.  I  had  before  fent  xh-z  Magna7nme  ahead,  to  make 
the  land.  At  three  fourths  paft  nine  ihe  made  fignal  for  an  ene- 
my. Obferving,  on  mv  difcovering  them,  that  the"y  made  off,  I 
threw  out  the  fignal,  for  the  feven  ihips  neareft  them  to  chafe, 
and  draw  into  a  line  of  battle  a-head  of  me,  and  endeavour  to 
ftop  them  till  the  reft  of  the  fqjadron  H-iould  come  up,  who  were 
alfo  to  form  as  thev  chafed,  that  no  time  might  be  loll  in  thepur- 
fait.  That  morning  there  were  in  chafe  the  Rochefter,  Chat- 
ham, Portland^  Falkland,  Mivewa^  Vengeance  and  Venus,  all 
which  joined  me  about  eleven  o'clock  ;  and,  in  the  evening,  the 
Sapbire  from  ^liberon  bay.  All  the  day  we  had  very  frefh  gales, 
at  N.  W.  and  /V.  N.  W.  with  heavy  fqualls. 

M  Conflans  continued  going  off  under  fuch  fail  as  his  fquadron 
could  cairy,  and  at  the  fame  time  kefp  together,  while  we 
crowded  after  them  with  every  fail  our  ihips  could  bear.  At  half 
pail  two,  P.  M.  the  fire  beginning  a-head,  I  made  the  fignal  for 
engaging.  Vv'e  were  then  to  the  ibuthward  of  Belhijle,  and  the 
French  admiral  headmoii,  foon  after  led  round  the  Cardinals*, 
while  liis  rear  was  ia  adion.  About  four  o'clock  the  Formidahls 
ftruck,  and  a  little  after,  the  Thd'ee  and  Si(perb  were  funk.  Abou^ 

*  Rocks  fo  called. 
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to  repair  their  lofTes  in  every  part  of  the  world,  was  difli^ 
pated,  and  the  credit  of  their  arms  broken  along  with  their 
forces,     The  behaviour  of  the  Englifh  captains  and  feamen, 

on 


five  the  Heros  ftruck,  and  came  to  an  anchor,  but  it  blowing  hard, 
no  boat  could  be  fent  on  board  her.  Night  was  now  come,  and 
being  on  a  part  of  the  coaft,  among  iflands  and  flioals,  of  which 
we  were  totally  ignorant,  v-'ithout  a  pilot,  as  was  the  greataft 
part  of  the  fquadron,  and  blowing  hard  on  a  lee  ihore,  I  made 
the  fignal  to  anchor,  and  came  to  in  fifteen  fathom  water,  th» 
ifland  of  Duvier  bearing  E.  by  N.  between  two  and  three  miles, 
the  Cardinals  W.  half  S.  and  the  lleeples  of  Crozie  S.  E.  as  we 
found  next  morning. 

Jn  the  night  we  heard  many  guns  of  diilrefs  fired,  but  blow- 
ing hard,  want  of  knowledge  of  the  coaft,  and  whether  they 
were  fired  by  a  friend  or  an  enemy,  prevented  all  means  of  re- 
lief. 

By  day-break  of  the  21ft,  we  difcovered  one  of  our  fhips  dif- 
mafted  alhore  on  our  Four^,  the  French  Heros  alfo,  and  the  Soleil 
Royal,  which  under  cover  of  the  night  had  anchored  among  us, 
cut  and  run  alhore  to  the  weftward  of  Crozie.  On  the  latter*s 
moving,  I  made  the  EJJex\  fignal  to  flip  and  purfue  her,  but  fhe 
unfortunately  got  upon  the  Four,  and  both  fhe  and  the  Refolution 
are  irrecoverably  loft,  notwithftanding  we  fent  them  all  the  affift- 
ance  that  the  weather  would  permit.  About  fourfcore  of  the 
Refolution'^  company,  in  fpite  of  the  firongeft  remonftrahces  of 
their  captain,  made  rafts,  and,  with  feveral  French  prifoners  be- 
longing to  \\-\Q  Formidable,  put  oiF,  and  I  am  afraid,  drove  out  to 
fea.  All  the  EJfex\  are  faved  (with  as  many  of  the  ftores  as  pof- 
fible)  except  one  lieutenant  and  a  boat's  crew,  who  were  drove 
on  the  French  fhore,  and  have  not  been  heard  of:  the  remains  of 
both  (liips  have  been  fet  on  fire.  We  found  the  Dorjetjhire,  Re- 
venge, and  Defiance,  in  the  night  of  the  20th  put  out  to  fea;  as 
I  hope  the  S-v-iftjhe  did,  for  fhe  is  ftil!  mifling.  The  Dorfetjhire 
and  Defiance  returned  next  day,  and  the  latter  faw  the  Revenge 
without.  Thus,  what  lofs  we  have  fuftained  has  been  owing  to 
the  weather  not  the  enemy,  feven  or  eight  of  whofe  line  of  battle 
V  fhips  got  to  fea,  I  believe,   the  night  of  the  adion. 

As  foon  as  it  was  broad  day-light  in  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  I 
difcovered  feven  or  eight  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  ihips  at 
anchor,  between  Point  Penris,  and  the  river  Villaine ;  on  which 
I  made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  in  order  to  work  up  and  attack  them; 
but  it  blowed  fo  hard  from  the  N.  W.  that  inftead  of  daring  to 
call  the  fquadron  loofe,  I  was  obliged  to  flrike  top  gallant  marts. 
§  A  Sand  Bank  Mpft 
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on  the  contrary,  added  as  much  to  the  glory  of  the  Britifli 
arms,  as  to  the  fafety  of  their  country.  Perhaps  there  ne- 
ver was  a  naval  engagement  of  fuch  extent,  in  which  no 

captain 


Moft  of  thofe  fhips  appeared  to  be  a-ground  at  low  water;  but 
on  the  flood,  by  lightening  them,  and  the  advantage  of  the  wind 
under  the  land,  all  except  two  got  that  night  into  ths  river  /-'z/- 
laine. 

The  weather  being  moderate  on  the  22d,  I  fent  the  Portland^ 
Chatham^  and  Vengeance  to  deftroy  the  Soleil  Royal  and  Ueros. 
The  French,  on  the  approach  of  our  Ihips,  !et  thefirit  on  fire,  and 
foon  after  the  latter  met  the  fame  fate  from  our  people.  In  the 
mean  time  I  got  under  way,  and  worked  up  within  Penris  Pointy 
as  well  for  the  fake  of  its  being  a  fafer  road,  as  to  deilroy,  if 
poiTible,  the  two  fhips  of  the  enemy  which  Hill  lay  without  the 
Villaine\  but  before  the  ffiips  I  fent  a-head  for  that  purpofe 
could  get  near  them,  being  quite  light,  and  with  the  tide  of  flood, 
they  got  in. 

AH  the  23d  we  were  employed  in  reconnoitring  the  entrance  of 
that  river,  which  is  very  narrow^  and  only  twelve  feet  water  on 
the  bar,  at  \o\v  water.  We  difcovered  at  leaft  feven,  if  not 
eight,  line  of  battle  Ihips  about  half  a  mile  within,  quite  light, 
and  two  large  frigates  moored  acrofs,  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the 
river  ;  only  the  frigates  appeared  to  have  guns  in. 

By  evening  I  had  twelve  long  boats  fitted  as  fire-fliips,  ready 
to  attempt  burning  them,  under  convoy  of  the  Saphire  and  Cs- 
'ventry\  but  the  weather  being  bad,  and  the  wind  contrary,  oblig- 
ed me  to  defer  it,  till  at  leaft  the  latter  fhould  be  favourable  ;  if 
they  can,   by  any  means  be  deuroyed,  it  fhall  be  done. 

In  attacking  a  flying  enemy,  it  was  impoffible  in  the  fpace  Qi  a 
(hort  winter's  day,  that  all  our  fliips  fliould  be  able  to  get  into  ac- 
tion, or  all  thofe  of  the  enemy  brought  to  it.  The  commanders 
and  companies  of  fuch  as  did  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the /;v;/f^'.. 
on  the  20th,  behaved  with  the  greateft  intrepidity,  and  gave  th^; 
ftrongeli  proof  of  a  true  Britijh  fpirit.  In  the  fame  manner  I  an? 
fatisfied,  would  thofe  have  acquitted  themfelves,  whofe  bad  go- 
ing fliips,  or  the  diilance  they  were  at  in  ths  morning,  prevented 
from  getting  up.  Our  lofs  by  the  enemy  is  not  confiderable;  foi' 
in  the  (hips  wh;ch  are  now  with  me,  I  find  only  one  lieB^enanT 
and  39  feamen  and  marines  kilkd,  and  about  202  wounded. 
When  1  confider  the  feafon  of  the  year,  the  hard  gales  of  wind 
on  the  day  of  adlion,  a  flying  enemy,  the  fnortnefs  of  the  day. 
and  the  coall  we  are  on,  I  can  boldly  affirm,  that  all  that  poffi- 
bly  could  be  dene,  has  been  done.     As  to  the  lofs  we  have  fuf« 

tainedj 
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captain  was  accufed,  nor  even  in  any  degree  fufpecSted  of 
mifbehaviour  or  cowardice;  in  which  thofe  who  engaged, 
and  thofe  who  did  not,  gave  proofs  that  they  were  equally 
ardent  in  the  fervice  of  their  country. 

Thofe 


tained,  let  it  be  placed  to  the  neceffity  I  was  under  of  running  all 
rifks  to  break  this  ftrong  force  of  the  enemy:  had  we  had  but  two 
hours  more  day- light,  the  whole  had  been  totally  deftroyed  or 
taken,  for  we  were  almoft  up  with  their  van  when  night  overtook 
us. 

Yefterday  came  in  here  the  Pallas,  Fortune  floop,  and  the  Prs- 
/erf>i}2e  hre-^'ip.  On  the  i6th  I  had  difpatched  the  Fortune  to 
^ebec,  with  directions  to  captain  Duff,  to  keep  diredly  on  his 
guard.  In  his  way  thither  he  fell  in  with  the  Phebe,  a  French  fri- 
gate of  40  guns,  under  jury. mafts,  and  fought  her  feveral  hours. 
During  the  engagement  lieutenant  Stuart,  2d  of  the  Ra?nilies, 
whom  I  had  appointed  to  command  her,  was  unfortunately  killed; 
the  furviving  officers,  on  confulting  together,  refolved  to  leave 
her,  as  (he  proved  too  ftrong  for  them.  I  have  detached  captain 
Toung  io^iberon  bay  with  five  fhips,  and  am  making  up  a  flying 
fquadron  to  fcour  the  coaft  to  the  ifle  of  Aix,  and  if  pradicable, 
to  attempt  any  of  the  enemy's  fhips  that  may  be  there. 

Jam,  Sir,  ^c, 

EDWARD  HAWKE. 

L  I S  T  of  Ships  nuith  Sir  Edxtard  Haivke^  Nonj.  20,  1 759. 

Ships.  Guns.     Men.  Commanders. 

C  Sir  Edward  Hawke, 
^^°  \  Capt.  Cambell. 

{Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
Capt.  Evans. 
750     Capt.  Graves. 
780     Capt.  Buckle. 
600     J.  Young,  Efq;  Commodore 
600     Sir  John  Bentley. 
600     Capt.  Fortefcue. 
700     Hon.  Capt.  Keppel. 
700     Right  Hon.  Lord  Howe. 
600     Capt.  Speke. 
600    Hon.  Capt.  Edgcumbe. 

Swiftfurc, 


Royal  George, 

100 

Union, 

90 

Duke, 

-   90 

Namur, 

90 

Mars, 

Warfpight, 

Hercules, 

74 
74 
74 

Torbay, 

74 

Magnanime, 
Refoluiion, 

74 

74 

Hero, 

74 
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Thofe  who  think  fuch  matters  deferving  of  their  notice? 
have  obferved,  that  this  decifive  naval  engagement,  the 
furrender  of  the  PrufTian  troops  at  Maxen,  and  the  taking 
of  Munfter,  happened  on  the  fame  day,  the  20th  of  No- 
vember. 

This 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Commanders. 

Swiftfure, 

70 

520 

Sir  Thomas  Stanhope. 

Dorfetlhire, 

70 

520 

Capt.  Denis. 

Burford, 

70 

520 

Capt.  Gambier. 

Chlchefler, 

70 

520 

Capt.  Willet. 

Temple, 

7Q 

520 

Capt.  Wafh.  Shirley. 

Revenge, 

64 

480 

Capt.  Storr. 

Eifex, 

64 

480 

Capt.  O'Brien. 

Kingllon, 

60 

400 

Capt.  Shirley. 

Intrepid, 

60 

420 

Capt.  Maplefden. 

Montague, 

60 

420 

Capt.  Rowley. 

Dunkirk, 

6q 

420 

Cape.  Digby. 

Defiance, 

60 

420 

Capt.  Baifd. 

The  follonjoing  Frigates  joined  Sir  Ednjjard  Haiuke  between   UJkan^ 

and  BelleiJIe. 


Rochefler 

50 

350 

Capt.  DulF. 

Portland, 

50 

350 

Capt.  Arbuthnot. 

Falkland, 

50 

350 

Capt.  Drake. 

Chatham, 

50 

350 

Capt.  Lockhart. 

Minerva, 

32 

220 

Capt.  Hood. 

Venus, 

36 

240 

Capt.  Harrifon. 

Vengeance, 

28 

200 

Capt.  Nightingale. 

Coventry, 

28 

200 

Capt.  Burllem, 

Maidftone, 

28 

200 

Capt.  Diggs. 

Saphire, 

32 

220 

Capt.  Strachan. 

LIST  of  the  French  Squadron  <v:h':ch  came  out  of  Br  eft,  Nonjem- 
her  14,   1759. 


Le  Soleil  Royal, 
Le  Tonnant, 


80 
80 


1200     M.  Conflans,  Admiral. 


Le  Formidable,         3o 


1000 
1000 


JM.  Beaufreraont,   Vice-Ad- 
\      miral. 

'.  de  Si 

Kear-Admiral. 


j  M.  de  St.  Andre  du  Verger, 
1     ^ 


Le  Orient, 
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This  was  the  conclufion  of  the  French  affairs  in  Europe^ 
The  iiTue  of  the  campaign  in  America  had  not  been  more 
favourable  to  them.  Althouo;h  the  events  in  the  Eaft  Indies 
belong  properly  to  the  laft  year,  yet,  as  the  accounts  did 
notariive  until  this,  and  that  the  a<5iions  there  v^^ere  of 
great  importance,  and  equally  fortunate  on  our  fide,  it  is 
proper  that  v/e  fhould  take  fome  notice  of  them  here. 

The 


Ships. 


Guns.     Men. 


Commanders. 


1000 


M.  Guebriant,  Chefd'Efca- 
dre. 


Le  Orient, 

L'Intrepide, 
Le  Glorieux, 
le  Thefee, 
L'Heros, 
Le  Robufte^ 
Le  Magnifique, 
Le  Jufte, 
Le  Superbe, 
Le  Dauphin,  ' 

Le  Dragon, 
Le  Northumberland, 
Le  Sphinx, 
Le  Solitaire, 
Le  Biilliant^ 
L'Eveille, 
Le  Bizarre, 
L'Inflexible, 
L'Hebe, 
La  Veftale, 
L'Aig;rette, 
Le  Lalypfo, 
Le  Prince  Noir,  a  fmall  vefTel  to 
look  out. 

The  above  fhips  were  all  in  company  when  the  adion  began, 
except  the  Hebe  frigate. 

Admiral  Saunders  was  not  prefent  at  the  engagement,  which 
he  fought  with  ib  much  honour,  as  he  did  not  join  Admiral 
Haivke  until  fometime  after. 

General  Tcwnjhcnd  came  from  the  fleet  with  the  exprefs,  the 
fate  of  the  enemy  being  determined;  he  refufed  to  be  put  on 
Hiore  when  the  Admiral  declared  his  intentions  of  feeking  theene- 
my,  but  went  with  him  as  a  volunteer. 


74 

815 

74 

815 

74 

815 

74 

815 

74 

18,- 

74 

8iq 

70 

800 

70 

800 

70 

800 

64 

7.^^ 

64 

7';o 

64 

750 

H 

7=J0 

64 

7^0 

64 

750 

64 

7^o 

64 

40 

34 

36 

16 
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The  Englifli  had  by  no  means  that  fuperlority  over  the 
French  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  they  had  in  America.  It 
was  here  the  French  fcemed  to  have  made  thofe  efforts,  by 
w^hich  they  hoped  in  fome  degree  to  ballance  their  lofTes  in 
other  parts.  They  had  a  very  ftrong  fquadron  under  M, 
d'Ache  in  thofe  feas.  M.  dc  Lally,  an  officer  of  credit,  and 
of  greater  rank  than  had  ufually  been  fent  on  that  fervice, 
commanded  a  body  of  2©00  Europeans,  a  great  army,  in 
a  country  v^here  the  name  of  an  European  is  itfelf  a  ftrength. 

In  the  beginning,  their  fuccefs  feemed  proportioned  to 
their  forces  ;  they  took  the  fort  and  city  of  St.  David's. 
But  in  a  very  fhort  time  the  ill  ftar  of  France,  which  in  no 
part  of  the  world  fet  well  on  their  affairs,  began  to  influ- 
ence them  here.  M.  d*Ache,  in  two  naval  engagements, 
was  worfted,  and  prevented  from  co-operating  with  the 
land  forces  for  the  reft  of  the  campaign.  And  had  the  fpirit 
and  condu6t  of  Admiral  Pococke  been  as  well  feconded  by 
fome  of  his  captains,  as  it  was  by  others,  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  French  naval  power  had  been  as 
effectually  deftroyed  in  thofe  feas,  as  it  had  been  in  thofe  of 
Europe. 

Notwirhffanding  thefe  checks,  it  was  neceffary  that  M. 
Lally  (hould  a6l.  But  it  was  not  only  the  difgrace  of  the 
French  fleet,  but  an  extreme  want  of  money  which  delayed 
his  operations.  A  Prince  of  the  country,  the  King  of  Tan- 
jour,  appeared  the  only  refource  which  was  open.  To 
this  prince  he  rpplied  for  a  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
which  being  abfolutely  refufed,  he  carried  the  war  into  his 
dominions,  and  laid  fiege  to  his  capital  city.  But  after  lying 
feveral  days  before  it,  and  after  h  ving  even  made  a  prac- 
ticable breach,  the  fkill  of  fome  Engliih  gunners,  the  want 
of  provifions  and  ammunition,  and  the  diforders  which 
reigned  in  his  army,  obliged  him  to  return  without  the 
money,  and  with  the  mortification  of  being  beaten  from  a 
place,  only  fortified  after  the  Indian  manner. 

This  failure  in  their  pecuniary  expedations,  and  their 
repulfe  from  an  Indian  town,  were  bad  encouragements  to 
the  undertaking  of  an  enterprize  againft  an  European  ene- 
my, and  a  fortification  in  fome  degree  regular  But  having 
feized  upon  a  Dutch  veffel,  as  it  is  thought  much  with  its 
own  confent,  which  contained  a  large  treafure,  they  fet 
«ut  at  length  to  befiege  Madrafs.     But  here  their  fuccefs 

H  h  was 
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was  no  better  than  at  Tanjour,  though  their  ftrength  was 
greater,  and  their  efforts  much  more  obftinate. 

Colonel  Draper  and  Major  Brereton  defended' ihe  place 
with  the  utmoft  (kill  and  bravery,  Mr.  Pigot  likewife  with 
equal  generofity  and  prudence,  feconded  their  endeavours, 
by  the  fupplies  of  ftores  and  ammunition,  which  were  ad- 
mirably diftributed,  and  co-operated  with  the  military  with 
a  nrmnefs  and  intrepidity,  by  which  he  obtained  an  honour 
equal  to  any  in  the  defence  of  the  place.  Whilft  the  town 
was  defended  with  great  fuirit  within  ;  parties  were  con- 
tinually fent  out,  which  fo  infefted  the  reads  through  which 
the  enemy's  convoys  were  to  pafs,  that  their  army  in  the 
trenches  were  infinitely  weakened  by  the  detachments 
which  they  were  obliged  to  fend  out.  After  a  fiege  of  more 
than  two  months,  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  en- 
terprize,  and  by  that  means  renounce  for  ever  all  thofefan- 
guine  hopes,  which  they  had  entertained  from  the  forces 
in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  Englifh,  on  the  contrary, 
went  on  from  fuccefs  to  fuccefs.  Whilft  they  defeated  the 
French  on  the  Eaftern  coaft  of  the  great  peninfula  of  India, 
on  the  weflern  they  took  the  great  and  opulent  city  of 
Surat  from  the  powers  of  the  country,  with  very  litt^.e  lofs. 

General  Lally  left  Madrafs  in  the  utmoft  tranfports  of 
rage  and  defpair,  which  a  man  of  honour  and  ability  in  his 
profefiion  cair  feel,  who  is  ill  feconded  by  his  troops,  neg- 
lected by  thofe  who  ought  to  fupport  him,  and  cheated  by 
the  villainy  of  contractors,  and  of  all  thofe  who  turn  war 
into  a  low  traffic  (a).  His  letter  is  a  ftrong  and  very  ftriking 

picture 


faj  Gen.  Lcdlfs  Letter  to   M.  de   Lyrity  dated  Madrafs ,  the  \\th 
of  February y    ^7 59' 

A  Good  blow  might  be  ftruck  here  :  There  is  a  Ihip  in  the 
road  of  20  guns,  laden  with  all  the  riches  of  Madrafs, 
which  it  is  faid  will  remain  there  till  the  20th.  The  Expedition 
is  juft  arrived,  but  M.  Gor/ht  is  not  a  man  to  attack  her:  for  flie 
has  made  him  run  away  once  before.  The  Briftol  on  the  other 
hand  did  but  juft  make  her  appearance  before  St.  Thomas  ;  and 
on  the  vague  report  of  thirteen  Ihips  coming  from  Porto  Novo, 
Ihe  took  fright;  and  after  landing  the  provilions  with  which  fhc 
was  laden,  fhe  would  not  ftay  long  enough  even  to  take  on  board 
twelve  of  her  own  guns,  whi/ch  flie  had  lent  us  for  the  fiege. 
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pidure  of  thefe  agitations  j  and  certainly  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  every  where  there  fliould  appear  fomething 
more  unaccountably  wrong  and  weak  in  the  management 
of  the  French,  than  has  been  in  ':he  conduct:  of  that  or 
ahnoft  any  other  nation  at  any  time.     It  feems  to  argue  an 

eifential 


If  I  was  the  judge  of  the  point  of  honour  of  the  company's 
Qincers,  I  would  break  him  like  glafs,  as  well  as  fome  others  of 
them. 

The  Fic^elle,  or  Harlemy  or  even  the  aforefaid  Brijiol,  with  the 
twelve  guns  reftored  to  her,  would  be  fufficient  to  make  them- 
felves  riiafters  of  the  EvgUJh  lliip,  if  they  could  manage  To  as  to 
get  to  the  windward  of  her  in  the  night.  Maugendie  2Si^  Tremil- 
Her  are  faid  to  be  good  men  ;  and  were  they  employed  only  to' 
tranfport  200  wounded  men,  that  we  have  here,  their  fervice 
would  be  of  importance. 

We  remain  ftill  in  the  fame  poiition :  the  breach  made  thefe 
fifteen  days;  all  the  time  within  fifteen  toifes  of  the  wall  of  the 
place,  and  never  holding  up  our  heads  to  look  at  it, 

I  reckon  we  (hall  at  our  arrival  at  Pondicherry  endeavour  to 
learn  fome  other  trade,  for  this  of  war  requires  too  much  patience. 

Of  1500  Cipays  which  attend  our  army,  I  reckon  near  800  are 
employed  upon  the  road  to  Pondicherry^  laden  with  fugar,  pepper, 
and  other  goods ;  and  as  for  the  Caulis  they  are  all  employed  fot 
the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  firil  day  we  came  here. 

I  am  taking  my  meafures  from  this  day  to  fet  fire  XOi\iQ  Black 
TonAjfty  and  to  blow  up  the  powder  mills. 

You  will  never  imagine,  that  50  French  deferters,  and  100 
Sivi/fy  are  adually  Hopping  the  progrefs  of  2000  men  of  the 
King's  and  Company's  troops,  which  are  ffill  here  exifting,  not- 
withitanding  the  exaggerated  accounts  that  every  one  makes  here, 
according  to  his  own  fancy,  of  the  /laughter  that  has  been  of 
them;  and  you  will  be  iiiil  more  furprized,  if  I  tell  you,  that, 
were  it  not  for  the  two  combats  and  four  battles  we  fuftained,  and 
for  the  batteries  which  failed,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  which 
were  unlkilfully  made,  we  fhould  not  have  loit  50  men,  from  the 
commencement  of  rhe  liege  to  this  day. 

I  have  wrote  to  M.  de  Larche^  that  if  he  perfifts  in  not  coming 
here,  let  who  will  raiie  money  upon  the  Paleagsrs  for  me,  I  will 
not  do  it:  And  i  renounce  (as  I  informed  you  a  month  ago  I 
would  do)  meddling  diredly  or  indirectly  with  any  thing  what- 
ever, that  may  have  relation  to  your  adminiftrr.tion,  whether 
civil  or  military.  For  I  had  rather  go,  and  command  the  Caffres 
of  Madagafcar^  than  remain  in  this  Sodom;  which  it  is  impolfible 
H  h  2  but 
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eflential  and  radical  fauJt  in  fome  fuperior  part  of  their 
government,  more  eafily  indeed  vifible  in  its  confequences, 
than  difcoverable  in  its  caufe 

In  Europe  they  received  offers  of  peace  from  the  Kings 
of  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia.  But  as  they  did  not  expert, 
from  their  fituation,  very  advantageous  or  honourable 
terms,  they  refolved  to  a61:,  in  one  inftance,  the  Roman 
part,  and  ftill  hold  out,  determined  to  hazard  the  laft  ex- 
tremities ;  perhaps,  hoping  fomething  favourable  from  the 
fortune  of  their  allies,  lince  their  ovi^n  had  defcrted  them  j 
and  refolving  to  contra6t  their  plan,  and  to  make  one  ftrong 
effort  in  one  part,  rather  than  unprofital  ly  to  wafle  their 
ftrength  upon  fevereal  inferior  obje6ts.  This  effort  coukl 
be  made  with  any  profpe£l:  of  fuccefs  only  in  Germany,  (a) 

But 


but  the  fire  of  the  Englijh  muft  deftroy,   fooner  or  later,  even 
tbongh  that  from  Heaven  fhould  not. 

/  han^e  the  honour  to  be^  i^fc.  t^c, 

Signed,  L  A  L  L  Y. 

P.  S.  I  think  it  neceiTary  to  apprize  you,  that,  as  M.  de 
Soupire  has  refufed  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  this  army,, 
which  I  have  ofFered  to  him,  and  which  he  is  impowered  to  ac- 
cept, by  having  received  from  the  court  a  duplicate  of  my  com* 
milTion,  you  muft  of  neceffity,  together  with  the  council,  take 
it  upon  you.  For  my  part,  1  undertake  only  to  bring  it  back 
either  to  Arcctte  or  Sadrajh.  Send  therefore  your  orders,  or 
come  yourielf  to  command  it;  for  1  Ihall  quit  it  upon  my  arri- 
val there. 

(a)  The  Due  de  Belleijlis  Letter  to  Marfhal  Contades,    dated 
Firjadles,  July  23,    1 75 9. 

J 'AT  toujours  peur  queFifcher  T  A  M  ftill  afraid  that  Fifchcr 

ne  foil  parti  trop  tard:  11  eft  J[    let  out  too  late:   It  is,  how- 

cepend\nt   bien  important,    et  ever,  very  important,   and  very 

bien  efteniiel  que  nous  puiiSons  eflential    that  we   fhould    raife 

tirerdegro/Tes  contributions.  Je  large  contributions.     I   fee  no 

ne  vois  de  reflburces  pour  nos  other  refource  for  our  moft  ur- 

Depen  es  les  plus  urgentes,  et  gent  expences,  and  for  refitting 

pourlesreparatonsdesTroupes,  the  troops,  but  in  the  money 

que  dans  r  Argent  que  nouspour-  we  may  draw  from  the  enemy*3 

rous  country; 
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But  the  fupplies  neceirary  for  this  great  charge  were 
difficult  to  a  nation,  whofe  trade  was  wholly  deftroyed. 
On  this  occafion  they  did  not  fcruple  to  break  in  upon 

the 


reus  avoir  du  Pais  enemy  ;  d'oii 
il  faudra  egalement  tirer  des  fub- 
fiftancesdetoutesEfpeces,  inde- 
pendamment  de  I'Argent,  c'ell 
a  dire  des  Foins,  des  Failles,  des 
Avoines  pcui  I'Hy ver,des  Bleds, 
des   Beiliaux.   des  Chevaux,  et 
meme  des  Hommes  puur  recru- 
ter   toutes   nos  Troupes  Etran- 
geres.     La  Guerre  ne  doit  pas 
etre  prolongee,  et  peut-etrefau- 
drat-il,  fuivant  ies  Evenemens 
qui  arriveront  d'ici  a  la  Fin  de 
Septembre,  faire    un   veritable 
Defert  en  avant  de  la  Ligne  des 
Quartiers,  que  I'on jugera  a  pro- 
pos  de  tenir  pendani  I'Hyver, 
afin  que  I'Ennemi  fe  trouve  dans 
une    Impoffibilite    reelle    d'en 
pouvoir  aprocher  en   nous   re- 
iervant  de  la  Subfiilance  feule- 
ment  fur  la  Route  qui  pourra 
nous  convenir  de  prendre  dans 
le  milieu  de  I'Hyver,  pour  cul- 
buter  ou  enlevert  nous   memes 
Ies  Quartiers  des  Ennemis.  Ceft 
pour  pcuvoir  remplir  cet  Ob- 
jet,  que  je  fais  travailler  fans 
Ralache  a  tout  ce  qu'il  faut  pour 
que   toutes  vos    Troupes,  fans 
Exception,  foient  bien  habiliees, 
bien  armees,  bien  equipees,  et 
bien   reparees,  en    tout   Point, 
avant  la  Fin  de  Ncvembre,  avec 
des  Tentes  neuves,   pourque  ii 
cela  convient  aux  Affaires  Poli- 
tiques  ou  Militaires   du  Roy, 
vous  puiffiez  affembler  le  tout 
ou  partie  de  votre  Armee  pour 
agir  offenfivement  et  avec  Vi- 
guer, 


country;  from  whence  v^e  muft 
likewife  procure  fubfiftence  of 
all  kinds,  (independently  or  the 
money)that  stofay,  hay,  Itravv, 
oats  for  the  winter,  bread,  corn, 
cattle,  hurfes,  and  even  men  to 
recruit  our  foreign  troops.  The 
war  mufl  not  be  prolonged,  and 
p'=-rhaps  it  may  be  necefiary,  ac- 
cording to  theevents  which  may 
happen  between  this  time  and 
the  end  of  September,  to  make 
a  downright  defert   before  the 
line  of  the  quarters,  which  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  keep 
during  the  winter,  in  order  that 
the  enemy  may  be  under  a  real 
impoffibility  of  approaching  us  y 
at  the  fame   time  referving  for 
ourfelves  a  bare  fubfiftence  on. 
the  route,  which  may   be  the 
moft  convenient  for  us  to  take 
in  the  middle  of  winter  to  beat 
up,  or  feize  upon  the  enemy's 
quarters.    That  this  objedl  may 
be  fulfilled,  I  caufe  the  greatell 
afliduity  to  be  ufed  in  preparing 
what  is  nece/Fary  for  having  all 
your  troops,  without  exception, 
well  cloathed,  well  armed,  well 
equipped,  and  well  refitted   in 
every  refpeft,  before  the  end  of 
Noojembery  with    new  tents,  in 
order  that,  if  it  iTiall  be  advifea- 
ble  for  the  king's  political  and 
mihtary  affairs,  you  may  be  able 
to  affemble  the  whole,   or  part 
of  your  army,  t©  aft  offenfively, 
and  with  vigour,  from   the  be- 
ginning of  January^   and  that 
you 
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the  public  faith,  and  to  find  fupplies  for  one  year  in  an 
expedient,  that  ftruck  at  the  fources  of  all  future  credit. 
They  flopped  the  payment  on  many  public  bills  and  funds  *. 
The  King  threw  in  his  own  plate  into  the  public  ftock 
as  an  example,  and  a  requeft  that  others  fhould  contri- 
bute in  the  fame  manner  from  their  private  fortune,  to  the 
neceffities  of  the  ftate;  tho'  feveral  of  the  nobility,  and 
many  churches  and  convents  fent  in  their  plate,  there  was 
yet  a  general  backwardnefs  to  give  into  this  method  of  fup- 
ply,  and  to  truft  the  public  with  fo  confiderable  part  of  their 
fubftance  at  the  inftant  when  they  faw  it  fo  notorioufly 
break  its  faith  in  other  particulars. 

However, 


guer,  des  le  commencement  de  you  may  have  the  fatisfa£lion  to 

Janvier,    et  que  vous   ayez  la  fhew  our  enemies,  and  all  Eu- 

SatisfaQion   de  montrer  a  nos  rope,  iha.t  the  Frgnc^  know  how 

Ennemis,  et  a  toute  I'Europe,  to  a6l  and  carry  on  war,  in  all 

que  les  Francois  fcavent  agir  et  feafons,  when  they  have  fuch  a 

faire  la  Guerre  en  toutesSaifons,  general  as  you  are,  and  a  mi- 

quand  ils  ont  un  general  tel  que  niker  of  the  department  of  war, 

vous,  et  un  Miniftre  Militaire  that   can    forefee   and  concert 

qui  fcait  prevoir  et  fe  concerter  matters  with  the  general, 
avec  le  General. 

Vous  fentez,  Monf.  le  Mare-  You  muft  befenfibIe,Sir,that 

chal,  que  ce   que  je  vous  dis  what  I  fay  to  you  may  become 

peut  devenir  non  feulment  utile  not  only  ufeful  and  honourable, 

et  honorable,    mais    peut-etre  but  perhaps  even  neceflary  with 

meme  necefTaire  relativement  a  refpecl  to  what  you  know,   and 

ce  que  vous  fcavez,  et  dont  je-  of  which  T  Ihall  fay  more  in  my 

vous   parlerai  encore  dans  ma  private  letters. 
Lettre  particullere. 

(Signe)  M.  Due.  de  Belleifle. 

*  The  French  court  ftopt  payment  of  the  following  pub- 
lic debts,  viz.  i.  The  three  kinds  of  rents  created  on  the  polls. 
3.  Thofe  conllituted  upon  the  cheft  of  redemption.  3.  The 
coupons  of  bills  on  the  fame  cheft.  4.  Thofe  of  the  two  royal 
lotteries.  5.  The  reimburfement  of  bills  drawn  to  bearer  on  the 
fame  cheft.  6.  The  bills  of  the  two  royal  lotteries.  7.  The 
rents  created  on  the  two  fols  per  pound  of  the  tenth  penny.  8. 
The  reimburfement  of  the  capitals  of  rents.  9.  The  payments 
of  bills  difchargeable  in  nine  years,  under  the  name  of  annuities. 
"10.  Thofe  of  the  new  adlions  on  the  benefit  of  the  farms.  11. 
All  the  bills  drawn  by  the  colonies  upon  the  government,  amounl- 
ing  to  1,333,000  1. 
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However,  thefe  refources,  fuch  as  they  are,  will  enable 
them  to  keep  the  war  on  foot.  They  turn  their  whole  at- 
tention to  Germany,  where  they  have  very  greatly  aug- 
mented their  army,  and  placed  it  under  a  general,  from 
whom  they  have  ibme  hopes,  after  their  repeated  difap- 
pointments,  and  the  frequent  changes  they  have  made. 
They  propofe  alfo  another  army  under  the  prince  de  Sou- 
bife ;  if  they  can  compafs  this  latter  project,  as  it  is  believ- 
ed they  may,  the  fyftem  of  Germany  is  ftill  in  very  immi- 
nent danger.  For  notwithftanding  the  tried  goodnefs  of 
our  troops,  and  the  admirable  commander  at  the  head  of 
them,  it  is  certain,  even  with  any  reinforcements  we  may 
be  able  to  fend,  we  fliall  find  it  very  difficult  to  contend 
-with  two  armies,  fuppofmg  that  we  fhall  have  no  other 
than  French  armies  to  contend  with,  and  that  the  King  of 
Pruffia  fhould  be  able,  as  he  has  hitherto  been,  to  find 
employment  for  the  many,  the  powerful,  and  the  implaca- 
ble enemies  that  furround  him. 

It  is  certain  he  is  much  reduced  ;  and  that  his  refources 
are  nearly  exhaufted.  Thefe  are  facts  which  cannot  be 
concealed;  and  yet  fome  glimmering  of  hopes  may  be  ftill 
perceived,  when  we  confider  the  admirable  talents  for  war 
and  government,  which  that  monarch  polfelies;  and  when 
we  confider  even  the  events  of  the  laft  (to  him)  unfortunate 
campaign;  where  after  having  fufiered  four  capital  defeats, 
and  having  obtained  no  one  confiderable  advantage,  he  has 
yet  continued  in  fome  fort  fuperior  in  the  field ;  the  enemy 
has  not  been  able  to  make  the  leafl:  imprellion  upon  his  do- 
minions ;  and  he  has,  at  laif,  more  than  divided  Saxony 
with  them ;  the  city  of  Drefden  is  all  that  they  pofi'efs  in 
that  country,  and  the  acquifition  of  which  has  been  the  only 
fruit  of  four  campaigns,  and  four  viclories  in  one  campaign, 
and  th^  efforts  of  the  united  forces  of  Auftria,  Rullia,  and 
the  Empire,  to  fay  nothing  of  France  and  Sweden. 

As  for  Great  Britain,  fhe  has  only  to  fear  from  her  con- 
necSrions.  In  no  one  year  fince  fhe  w-as  a  nation,  has  {he 
been  favoured  with  fo  many  fucceiTes,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe;  nor  have  her  officers, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  ever  done  more  honour  to  their  coun- 
try, by  th.'ir  fkill  a!id  bravery.  And  with  regard  to  the  in- 
ternal adminifl:ration,  it  fuffices  to  fay,  that  whilft  France 
became  bankrupt,  without  delay  or  murmuring  there  have 
been  more  than  Hx  millions  borrowed  in  England  at  a  very 
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cafy  rate;  and  that  the  intereft  on  this  immenre  fum  has 
been  made  good  by  a  fingle  tax  upon  malt,  which  will 
fcarce  be  felt  by  the  people.       By  this    the    refources  of 
England  may  be  imagined;  efpecially.if  we  confider,  that 
highly  as  we  are  taxed  for  the  necefTary  charges  of  the  war; 
we  have  not  been  prevented  from  great  and  expenfive   vo- 
luntary exertions  of  public   fpirit  and   beneficence.     The 
cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  after  their  example 
other  towns  made  a  large  lubfcription  for  enlifting  foldiers. 
Subfcriptions  were  alfo  carried  on  to  a  great  amount,  for 
cloathing   the  enemies   prifoners,  abandoned   through  the 
negle£t  or  poverty  of  their  fovereign ;  and  for  adminifter- 
ing  to  the  relief  of  the  families  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  in 
the  battles  of  Qiiebec  and  Minden.     Thus  adluated  by  the 
warmeft  patriotifm,  which  far  from  extlnguiftiing,  feemed 
to  kindle  a  beneficence  towards  our  enemies  in  their  diftrefs. 
The   condition  of   Europe,    which  all   people  thought 
would  have  been  decided  in  this  campaign,  is  nearly  as  du- 
bious as  ever;  and  the  difficulties  which  oppofe  themfelves 
to  a  peace   are  rather  augmented  than  diminifhed.     Here 
then  we  clofe  the  fcene,  and  conclude  the  events   of  the 
prefentyear;  in  the  next  we  hope,  notwithftanding  appear- 
ances, afiier  fo  many  fcenes   of  horror,  to  have  the  m.orc 
pleafmg  talk  of  relating  the  fteps  taken  to  a  general  peace, 
on  terms  as  particularly  advantageous  to  our  own  country, 
as  the  mixed  interefts  of  Europe,  and  the  various  fortunes 
of  the  powers  embarked  in  the  fame  caufe,  will  admit. 
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CHAP.     I. 

Xothing  decided  in  the  ivar.  State  of  the  feveral  pozvers 
concerned^  Great  Britain  and  Pruffia  propcfe  an  ac- 
commodation^ Difficulties  in  concluding  a  peace.  The 
condition  and  hopes  'of  France.  Demands  on  the  King  of 
Prujfia.     Treaty  faid  to   be   between    Riijfa  and   Aujlria. 

IF  all  the  wars  which  have  harraffed  Uurope  for  more 
than  a  century  had  not  proved  it,  the  events  of  the 
laft  campaigns  miifl:  have  fatisfied  every  thinking  m.an, 
that  victories  do  not  decide  the  fate  of  nations.  Four 
moft  bloody,  and  to  all  appearance  mofl  ruinous  defeats, 
which  he  fuffered  in  that  year,  had  defpoiled  the  King  of 
PruiTia  of  no  more  than  a  fmgle  town.  After  thefe  accumu- 
lated blows  he  itill  found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  make 
good  his  winter-quarters ;  to  cover  his  dominions ;  and  to 
tempt  the  favour  of  fortune  in  another  campaign. 

A  Tc 
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To  carry  our  attention  a  little  further  back  ;  who  could 
have  imagined,  that  when  the  French  had  compelled  the 
Hanoverian  troops  to  lay  down  their  arms,  when  they  had 
thruit  them  into  a  defencelefs  corner,  had  bound  them  down 
with  the  yoke  of  a  ftricl  and  fevere  capitulation,  and  had 
poiTefled  themfelves  of  every  place  which  could  boaft  the 
fmalleft  fharc  of  ftrength  in  the  king's  German  dominions, 
that  in  a  few  months  th'ey  fhould  find  themfelves  compelled 
to  fly  before  their  captives  ;  and  after  having  fuffered  a 
confiderable  defeat,  fhould  be  puftied  back  alm.ofl:  on  their 
own  territories. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that 
the  effects  of  thefe  advantages  under  the  management  of  a 
very  great  commander,  who  was  befides  largely  reinforced, 
could  have  been  fruftrated  only  by  the  lofs  of  fome  great 
battle.  But  the  fa6t  was  otherwife.  The  Hanoverians, 
without  any  ad\'erfe  ftroke  in  that  campaign,  were  obliged 
to  repafs  the  Rhine  and  the  Lippe  ;  and  fmce  that  time, 
fortune  having  decided  nothing  by  the  events  of  five  years 
war,  has  given  to  Prince  Ferdinand  the  poiTefiion  of  a  great 
part  of  Weflphalia  in  the  manner  of  a  conquered  country, 
and  yet  fees  him  abandoning  HefTe,  and  with  difRculty  co- 
vering the  borders  of  Hanover. 

In  fhort,  the  victory  of  Creveit  could  not  enable  the 
Duke  of  Brunfvvick  to  defend  the  Rhine.  The  battle  of 
Bergen  did  not  give  M.  Broglio  an  entrance  into  Hanover. 
The  great  victory  of  Minden  did  not  drive  the  French 
from  the  Maine.  We  have  feert  armies,  after  complete 
victory,  obliged  to  a«£t  as  if  they  had  been  defeated  ;  and 
after  a  defeat,  taking  an  offenfive  part  with  fuccefs,  and 
reaping  all  the  fruits  of  victory. 

Thefe  reflexions  are  ftill  more  flronglv  enforced  by  the 
fortune  of  the  King  of  Pruina.  Covered  with  the  laurels 
of  Lowofitz,  Prague,  Rofbach  and  Liffa,  when  he  began 
after  fo  many  compleat  triumphs,  to  purfue  his  advantages, 
and  to  improve  fuccefs  into  conqueff,  the  fcene  was  fud- 
denly  altered.  As  foon  as  he  attempted  to  penetrate  with 
effect  into  the  enemies  country,  without  having  fuffered 
any  very  figral  blow,  without  any  confiderable  miflake 
committed  upon  his  fide.  Fortune,  who  hath  as  it  were  at- 
tached herfelf  to  the  defenfive,  immediately  forfook  him. 
He  was  not  able  to  take  a  fingle  place.  And  thofe  advanta-- 
ges  which  at  other  times  and  fituations,  would  have  laid 
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the  foundation  of  lafting  empire,  have  in  his  cafe  only 
protrr.fted  a  fevere  deftiny,  which  fome  think  in  the  end 
inevitable ;  but  which  as  many,  as  great,  and  as  entire 
vicl:ories  fmce  obtained  over  his  forces,  have  not  been  yet 
able  to  bring  upon  him. 

The  ballance  of  power,  the  pride  of  modern  policy,  arid 
originally  invented  to  preferve  the  general  peace  as  well  as 
freedom  of  Europe,  has  openly  preferved  its  liberty.  It 
has  been  the  original  of  innumerable  and  fruitlefs  wars. 
That  political  torture  by  which  powers  are  to  be  enlarged 
or  abridged,  according  to  a  ftandard,  perhaps  not  very  ac- 
curately imagined,  ever  has  been,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
will  always  continue  a  caufe  of  infinite  contention  and 
bloodihed.  The  foreign  ambafladors  conftantly  refiding 
in  all  courts,  the  negotiations  inceffantly  carrying  on,  fpread 
both  confederacies  and  quarrels  fo  wide,  that  whenever 
hoftilities  commence,  the  theatre  of  war  is  always  of  a  pro- 
digious extent.  All  parties  in  thofe  difFufive  operations, 
have  of  neceflity  their  ftrong  and  weak  fides.  What  they 
gain  in  one  part  is  loft  in  another ;  and  in  conciufion,  their 
affairs  become  fo  ballanced,  that  all  the  powers  concerned 
are  certain  to  lofe  a  great  deal ;  the  moft  fortunate  acquire 
little ;  and  what  they  do  acquire  is  never  in  any  reafonable 
proportion  to  charge  and  lofs. 

Frequent  experience  of  this  might  prove  one  of  the 
ftrongelt  grounds  for  a  lafting  peace  in  Europe.  But  that 
fpirit  of  intrigue,  v/hich  is  the  political  diftemper  of  the 
time,  that  anxious  forefight  which  forms  the  characi:er  of 
all  the  prefent  courts,  prevent  the  falutary  effects  which 
might  refult  from  this  experience.  Thefe  m.odern  treaties 
of  peace,  the  fruits  not  of  moderation  but  neceflity ;  thofe 
engagements  contra6ted  when  all  the  parties  are  wea- 
ried and  none  fatlsfied,  where  none  can  properly  be  called 
conquerors  or  conquered,  where  after  having  fought  in. 
vain  to  compel,  they  are  content  to  over-reach  them>  in  the 
very  moment  they  are  formed,  and  from  the  very  act  of 
forming  them,  with  the  feeds  of  new  dilTentions,  more 
implacable  animofitles,  and  more  cruel  wars.  For  if  to  for- 
ward the  work  of  peace,  any  member  in  thefe  alliances 
fhould  acquire  a  ceflion  of  any  importance  in  its  favour, 
this  afterv/ards  becomes  a  ground  for  another  alliance,  and 
for  new  intrigues  to  deprive  them  of  their  acquifition.  To 
fettle  the  peace  gf  Germany,  Silefia  was  yielded  in  1745 

A  2  to 


tf^i  2"i?(?  History  gj  the  Wak.  136a 

to  the  King  of  PrufTia,  and  that  ceffion  gave  occafion  for 
the  war  cf  1756. 

The  kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Prufna  chofe  the  mo- 
ment of  fuccefs,  to  propofe  an  accommodation  ;  and  they 
defired  that  the  cppofite  powers  fhould  concur  with  them 
in  nominating  feme  place  for  a  congrefs.  Some  fpoke  of 
Leipfic,  as  a  means  of  indemnification  to  that  unfortunate 
city  J  the  States  General  would  have  given  a  town  of  theirs  ; 
King  Staniilaus  offered  Nancy,  his  capital  :  but  the  time  of 
peace  was  not  yet  come.  The  two  kings  made  a  difplay  of 
moderation  j  and  they  had  reafon  to  think  that  if  their  pro- 
pofais  fhould  be  accepted  (which  probably  they  did  not  then 
expect)  they  mud  naturally  take  the  lead  in  that  negotiation^ 
and  mufi:  give  the  whole  a  turn  to  their  advantage.  But 
the  adverfe  alliance  unanimoufly  rejected  their  efforts,  and 
the  refufal  of  feme  of  its  members  was  couched  in  terms 
fuiticientiy  haughty. 

To  fpeak  impartially,  they  could  not  at  that  time  have 
accepted  proportions  for  peace.  France  had  fuffered  in 
every  quarter :  in  her  prefent  condition  fhe  could  fcarcely 
look  for  every  favourable  terms.  As  they  had  now  aban- 
doned in  defpair  all  attempts  by  fea,  and  confequently  all 
efforts  in  North  America  and  both  the  Indies,  all  their 
hopes  were  centered  in  Germany.  Flitherto  their  fortune 
in  that  country  had  not  been  very  encouraging.  But  ftill, 
in  that  country  lay  their  befl  and  indeed  their  only  profpe6V. 
The  ffrength  and  perfeverance  cf  the  two  empreffes,  the 
wafted  condition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  enormous  ex- 
pence  of  the  German  war  to  England,  which  mufi:  gradually 
cxhauft  the  refources  of  her  credit,  and  with  them  the  pa- 
tience of  an  inconftant  people,  had  infpired  with  no  fmall 
hope.  All  thefe  confiderations  confirmed  their  refolution 
of  hearkening  to  no  terms,  until  by  acquiring  fuperiority, 
or  at  leaft  an  equality,  they  might  be  allured  "of  procuring 
fuch  as  were  not  very  difadvantageous  or  humiliating. 

The  emprefs  queen  upon  her  part, had  a  moral  certainty, 
that  fhe  could  not  procure,  by  a  treaty  propofed  at  fuch  a 
juncture,  thofe  objects  for  which  llie  had  begun,  and  with 
fuch  lleauinefs  in  every  fortune  had  carried  on  the  war.  In 
reality,  her  circu.mftanccs  then  were,  and  they  ft  ill  continue, 
very  intricate  and  embarraffeJ.  It  was  neceffary  that  (he 
Ihould  have  allies  of  great  power ;  but  if  they  have  done 
her  great  fervices,  they  have  formed  high  pretenfions ;  in- 
deed 
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deed  fo  high,  that  if  fhe  and  her  allies  cannot  ablblutely  pre- 
fcribe  the  te'rms  of  peace,  it  is  impoflible  that  they  lliould 
all  be  in  any  degree  fatisfied. 

Her  fituation  in  this  refpeft  has  pufhed  ad  internecionemy 
the  war  between  her  and  the  King  of  Pruffia.  Even  the 
ceffion  of  all  Silefia  in  her  favour,  cannot  procure  a  peace 
for  that  monarch.  The  RuiHans  will  never  let  loofe  their 
hold  of  the  ducal  Pruffia  ;  a  country  conquered  by  their  own 
arms,  a  poiTefiion  which  rendered  the  King  mofi:  formida- 
ble to  them,  and  which  is  their  fole  indemnification  for 
what  they  have  expended  in  a  war  entered  into  for  other 
views  than  thofe  of  glory,  or  even  of  revenge.  It  has  been 
confidently  afTerted,  that  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary 
has  aftualjy  guarantied  the  pofTeffion  of  that  country  to  its 
conquerors.  This  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  flep,  and 
the  facl  is  not  fufHciently  authenticated.  But  the  report  is 
not  altogether  improbable.  We  may  be  fure  that  if  fuch 
a  guarantee  has  been  made,  it  has  been  entered  into  upon 
Ibme  reciprocal  engagement  of  equal  force,  and  for  an  ob- 
jeft  equally  important. 

Nothing  but  the  laft  defperate  neceffity,  nothing  in  fhort 
but  being  conquered  in  the  moft  abfolute  fenfe,  v/ill  ever 
induce  the  King  of  PrufHa  to  fubmJt  to  both  thefe  ceffions. 
By  fuch  a  fubmiffion,  befide  being  defpoiled  of  that  con- 
queft,  which  is  the  great  glory  of  his  reign,  and  conftitutes 
the  firmefl:  fupport  of  his  revenue,  he  will  fee  his  heredi- 
tary dominions  curtailed  of  another  province  from  whence  he 
derives  his  royal  title,  and  what  makes  it  of  infinitely  great- 
er importance  in  his  eyes,  the  befi:  commercial  part  of  his 
territories,  and  that  only  part  of  his  territories,  by  which 
he  could  have  hoped  to  become  in  any  degree  a  maritime 
power. 

But  though  it  v/ere  poffible  that  his  Prullian  Majefly 
could  be  brought  to  fubmit  to  thefe  humiliating  terms,  a 
great  deal  ftill  remains  to  be  adjufled.  There  are  other  de- 
mands, which  though  not  fo  high  in  their  nature,  nor  {(y 
ftrongly  enforced,  are  notwithftanding  confiderable,  and 
cannot,  with  any  decency  be  totally  negledled.  What  is 
the  nature  of  the  bargain  between  the  Emprefs  and  the  Se- 
nate of  Sweden,  has  not  yet  been  made  publick.  Be  it 
what  it  will,  this  is  probably  the  leaft  perplexing  part  of  the 
whole. 

But   fome   indemnification   for   the  King  of  Poland,  on 
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whofe  dominions  the  greateft  calamities  of  the  war  have 
fallen,  feems  abfolutely  necefTary  ;  and  on  what  principle 
can  Auftria  ever  expe6l  an  ally,  if  {he  fiiould  fecure  all  the 
benefits  of  the  pacification  to  herfelf,  and  leave  to  her  con- 
federates nothing  but  the  fufferings  of  a  war  in  which  they 
were  involved  purely  in  her  quarrel  ? 

This  variety  of  demands,  all  to  be  fatisfied  out  of  the  do- 
minions of  a  fingle  Prince,  muft  necefiarily  perplex  the 
work  of  peace  with  almoft  infurmountable  difficulties.  It 
•ought  not  indeed  to  be  concealed,  that  there  are  circum- 
-ftances  which  feem  to  lead  to  fome  folution  of  this  embar- 
raiTment.  But  if  they  are  attentively  concerned,  they  will, 
I  believe,  be  rather  found  to  increafe  it. 

Great  Britain  has  had  remarkable  fuccefs  againfi:  France 
at  fea,  in  Am.erica,  and  in  the  Indies.  On  the  continent  of 
Europe,  her  fortune  is  even  at  this  day,  toUerably  ballanced  : 
the  two  weak  parts,  therefore,  in  the  oppofite  alliances,  ( I 
fpeak  only  with  regard  to  the  events  of  the  prefent  war)  are 
France  and  Prufiia.  As  therefore  France  will  expect  fome 
ceffions  from  Great  Britain,  it  is  reafonable  that  they  ihould 
•be  bought  by  fome  moderation  of  the  rigorous  terms  which 
otherwife  would  have  been  impofed  on  Prufiia. 
•  All  the  facrifices  to  peace  muft  be  made  out  of  the  ad- 
vantage acquired  by  Auftria  and  Great  Britain.  But  when 
Great  Britain  fhail  have  confented  to  fome  conceffions,  to 
forward  this  great  work,  what  return  can  the  Em.prefs 
Queen  make,  but  an  abatement  of  her  demands  upon  Sile- 
fia  ?  That  is,  by  giving  up  that  grand,  favourite,  and  in- 
deed to  her  fole  object,  for  which  ftie  has  brought  upori 
herfelf  a  heavy  war,  difgufted  her  antient  and  natural  al- 
lies, and  purchafed  the  aid  of  her  natural  enemy,  at  the 
price  of  places  which  the  beft  blood  of  Europe  has  been  fo 
often  ftied  to  preferve  in  her  family.  To  all  who  confider 
the  character  of  that  court,  it  will  appear  very  plainly  that 
fhe  will  hazard  almoft  any  thing,  and  even  rifque  thofe  con- 
sequences to  which  her  imprudent  alliance  with  France  has, 
expofed  her,  rather  than  accept  a  peace  which  muft  deprive 
her  of  her  hopes  of  Silefia. 

When  thefe  things  are  weighed,  it  will  not  appear  won- 
derful that  there  have  been  fo  few  ferious  overtures  for 
peace ;  and  that  the  longer  the  war  continues,  the  greater 
difficulties  feem  to  oppofe  themfclves  to  any  conclufion 
of  it, 
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The  only  hope  that  remains  of  any  happy  conclufion,  is 
that  fome  of  the  great  members  of  the  alliance,  wearied  and 
exhaufted,  will  at  length  fly  ofF,  and  thereby  throw  the  reft 
into  fuch  confufion,  that  a  peace  will  be  fuddenly  huddled 
up  ;  and  all  difficulties  not  removed,  but  forgotten,  by  not 
allowing  time  to  weigh  and  ftudy  what  may  be  gained  or 
loft.  This  muft  produce  a  fyftem  of  pacification,  the  na- 
ture of  which  it  is  impoffible  to  forefee;  becaufe  it  cannot 
be  faid  upon  v/hich  fide  this  defe£i:ion  will  begin  ;  but  prin- 
cipally becaufe  the  war  ftill  continues,  in  the  event  of  which, 
in  fpight  of  all  that  can  be  conjedtured  from  the  ftrength  and 
prefent  condition  of  the  powers  concerned,  fortune  will 
have  fo  large  a  fhare.  But  we  may  predidl  without  raftmefs, 
that  the  firft  overtures  will  be  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  :  for  they  never  think  of  peace  in  Germany. 

CHAP.    II. 

State  of  the  EngUJh  garrifon  at  ^ehec.  Defgns  of  Mofif 
Levi.  Preparatio7is  for  a  fiege.  French  army  marches 
from  Montreal.  Their  Jfrength.  Battle  of  Sillery.  Gen* 
Murray  defeated.  ^lehec  hefieged.  The  Englijh  fleet 
under  Lord  Colville  arrives,  French  veffek  dejiroyed^ 
Levi  raifes  the  fiege. 

THIS  was  the  pofture  of  Europe  at  the  clofe  of  the 
campaign  of  1759.  And  all  thoughts  of  peace  being 
entirely  removed,  the  war  was  profecuted  in  this  part  of 
the  world  with  the  utmoft  vigour  as  foon  as  the  feafon  per- 
mitted them  to  recommence  operations. 

But  in  America,  the  feverity  of  winter  was  not  able  whol- 
ly to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  war.  Canada  had  been 
fuppofed  conquered,  by  the  taking  of  Q^iebec.  Indeed 
without  the  poifellion  of  that  place,  it  had  been  impofHble 
to  reduce  that  country  ;  but  ftill  a  great  deal  remained  to 
compieat  the  advantage  to  which  the  taking  of  Quebec  had 
only  given  an  opening.  The  French  troops  after  their  de- 
feat, had  retired  into  the  heart  of  their  country.  And  the 
Englifti  navy  having  provided  the  town  fufficiently  with 
military  ftores  and  provifions,  fet  fail,  fearing  left  they 
fhould  be  overtaken  by  the  froft.  Ten  battalions,  two 
companies  of  the  artillery,  one  of  American  wood-rangers, 
in  ail  about  7000  men,  formed  the  garrifon  which  was  left 
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in  Quebec  to  command  Canada  during  the  winter,  and  to 
facilitate  the  entire  reduction  of  that  province  in  the  enfuing 
campaign.  They  were  under  the  orders  of  General 
Murray. 

As  the  river  St.  Laurence  is  commonly  fhut  up  by  ice, 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  winter,  alh  communication  with 
Europe  was  cut  off.  The  conquering  arm.y  was  therefore 
fubjecl:  to  be  invefted  in  Quebec.  The  French  command- 
er, M.  Levi,  was  fenfible  of  this  advantage  ;  and  he  faw 
that  it  v/as  the  only  refource  by  which  he  could  have  any 
chance  of  preferving  Canada.  He  accordingly  prepared  to 
make  Ufe  of  this  laft,  and  only  opportunity  -,  and  he  was  not 
without  fome  profpect  of  fuccefs. 

He  knev/  that  the  fortifications  of  Qi^iebec  were  weak 
and  incomplete,  without  any  kind  of  outwork  ;  that  the 
town  was  almoil  a  general  ruin,  fmce  the  late  fiege ;  and 
that  the  Englifh  garrifon  had  been  much  enfeebled,  and 
greatly  reduced  in  their  numbers  by  the  fcurvy.  He 
knew  alfo,  that  by  fome  misfortune,  no  provifion  had  been 
made  to  prevent  his  attaining  a  fuperiority  on  the  river ;  as 
no  velTels  had  been  left,  on  a  fuppofition,  that  they  could 
not  be  ufeful  in  winter. 

The  winter  had  palled  in  flcirmifhes  always  terminating 
in  favour  of  the  Englifh,  by  which  they  enlarged  the  fphere 
of  their  fubfiftence.  M.  Levi  had  indeed  propofed,  during 
the  rigour  of  the  fe^fon,  to  attempt  the  place  by  a  coup  de 
main  ;  and  had  made  preparations  for  that  purpofe.  But 
the  a6livity  of  the  garrifon  was  fuch  ;  and  all  the  outpofts 
fo  well  fecured,  that  he  thought  it  more  prudent  to  abandon 
that  defign,  and  to  poftpone  his  operations,  to  the  opening 
of  the  fpring,  when  a  regular  fiege  might  be  formed. 

The  forces  which  ftill  remained  in  Canada,  were  not  un- 
equal to  the  attempt.  Ten  battalions  of  regular  troops, 
amounting  to  near  5000  men  ;  6000  of  experienced  militia 
of  Canada  ;  about  300  favages.  This  was  the  force  which 
M.  Levi  had  collected  at  Montreal,  and  with  which  he 
took  the  held  on  the  17th  of  April,  1760. 

His  provifions,  ammunition,  and  heavy  baggage,  fell 
down  the  river  St.  Laurence,  under  the  convoy  of  fix  fri- 
gates from  44  to  26  guns.  By  this  fquadron,  which  there 
was  no'-hin'f  to  oppoib,  he  acquired  the  undifputed  c«m- 
iird.i\&   of  the  river,  a  point  of  the  greateft  importance  to 
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the  whole  defign.  In  ten  days  march,  the  French  army 
arrived  at  the  heights  of  Abraham  three  miles  fromQiiebec. 
When  Gen.  Murray  perceived  the  approach  of  the  ene- 
my, he  had  two  parts  to  take,  either  to  keep  within  the 
town,  and  confiding  in  his  troops,  which  though  v/eak  as 
an  army,  were  ftrong  as  a  garrifon,  to  fuflain  the  fiege  to 
the  utmofl  extremity  ;  or  to  march  out,  and  by  trying  the 
fortune  of  the  field,  to  avoid  the  tedious  hardfliips  of  2 
fiege,  in  a  place  which  feemed  to  him  fcarcely  tenable. 

He  refolved  on  the  latter  part.  But  when  he  cam^e  t» 
review  his  ability  for  this  undertaking,  he  could  poffibly 
draw  into  the  field  no  m.ore  than  3000  men.  However  he 
was  not  frighted  by  the  enemy's  great  fupericrity.  He  de- 
termined to  engage ;  and  he  grounded  his  refolution  on  ths 
follov/ing  reafons. 

Firft,  that  his  army,  notwithftanding  its  inferiority,  was 
in  the  habit  of  beating  the  enemy.  That  they  had  a  fine 
train  of  field  artillery  ;  that  to  fhut  themfelves  up  at  once 
within  the  walls,  was  putting  all  upon  the  fingle  chance  of 
holding  out  for  a  confiderable  time  a  wretched  fortification; 
a  chance  which  an  acSlion  in  the  field  could  hardly  alter,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  gave  an  additional  one,  and  perhaps  a 
better;  and  in  fine,  that  if  the  event  was  not  profperous,  he 
might,  after  holding  out  to  the  lafl:  extremity,  retreat,  with 
what  fhould  remain  of  the  garrifon,  to  the  ille  of  Orleans  or 
Coudres,  and  there  wait  for  reinforcements. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  comprehend  the  prudence  of  engaging  in 
the  open  field,  an  army  four  times  fuperior  ;  efpecially  v/hen 
the  weaker  army  had  it  in  their  power  to  keep  upon  the  de- 
fenfive  in  a  ftrong  poft  ;  and  Quebec  may  well  be  confider- 
ed  at  leaft  as  a  ftrong  retrenchment.  It  is  as  hard  to  under- 
ftand  how  the  chance  of  holding  out  a  fortrefs,  fhould  not 
be  leflened  after  a  defeat  of  the  troops,  v/hich  compofe  the 
garrifon,  who  muft  necefiarily  fufFer  by  fuch  an  event,  both 
in  numbers  and  in  fpirit  ;  it  is  equally  difficult  to  conceive 
how  the  remains  of  that  garrifon,  which  jfhould  be  driven 
from  Quebec,  could  have  fafely  retreated  to  the  ifle  of  Or- 
leans or  Coudrefs,  or  have  remained  in  eitherof  thofe  places, 
with  any  tolerable  fecurity,  whilft  the  enemy  were,  as  they 
v/ere,  confeffedly  mafters  of  the  river.  Thefe  are  matters 
not  fo  eafily  comprehended  by  thofe  who  are  at  a  diftance 
from  the  fcene  of  aftion ;  there  circumftances  may  have 
given  thefe  reafons  their  due   weight]  and  they   had  the 
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greater. influence  from  the  character  of  the  general  ;  a  man 
of  the  moll  ardent  and  intripid  courage,  pafTionately  defi- 
rous  of  glory,  and  emulous  of  the  reputation  Wolfe  had  ac- 
quired. He  knew  that  a  bold  and  fuccefsful  ftroke,  and 
well  purfued,  might  fo  difable  the  enemy,  who  wxre  in  no 
likelihood  of  receiving  fpeedy  or  confiderable  fuccours  from 
France,  that  the  way  to  conqueft  would  lie  plain  and  open 
before  him  j  and  he  might  expect  the  honour  of  the  total 
reduction  of  Canada,  before  the  arrival  of  the  refi:  of  the 
king's  forces  to  his  affiftance. 

Thus  depending  on  fortune,  on  the  tried  goodnefs  of  his 
troops,  and  his  own  courage  to  animate  them,  he  marched 
out  of  the  city,  and  defcended  from  the  heights  of  Abra- 
ham w^ith  the  army  mentioned  above,  and  twenty  field-pie- 
ces. The  right  and  left  of  the  enemy's  van  poiTefTed  them- 
felves  of  fome  fmall  woody  eminences  ;  the  main  army 
marched  by  the  road  of  St.  Foix ;  and  formed  themfelves 
under  the  fhelter  of  the  woods.  Whilft  the  body  of  the 
enemies  army  was  yet  unformed,  the  Englifh  troops  attack- 
ed their  van,  both  on  the  right  and  left,  with  the  ut- 
moft  impetuofity,  and  drove  them  from  the  eminences, 
though  they  were  well  maintained  ;  the  advanced  pofts  of 
the  French  centre  gave  way,  without  a  blow,  and  fell  back 
upon  their  main  army. 

Hitherto  the  fortune  of  the  field  v/as  favourable  to  the 
Engiifh  ;  but  nov/  the  advantages  they  had  obtained  brought 
them  full  on  the  main  army  of  the  French,  which  formed 
in  columns,  and  advanced  with  great  rapidity  to  fupport 
their  broken  vanguard.  The  fire  became  very  hot,  and  flop- 
ped the  progrefs  of  our  troops ;  whilft  thofe  of  the  enemy 
having  Supported  their  centre,  wheeled  round  the  flanks  of 
the  Britifh  army  to  the  left  and  right,  and  formed  a  femi- 
circle,  which  threatened  to  clofe  upon  our  rear.  Proper 
movements  were  made  to  protect  the  flanks,  but  it  was 
evident  the  army  was  in  the  greateft  danger,  not  only  of  a 
defeat,  but  of  feeing  itfelf  furrounded,  and  its  retreat  to 
Quebec  intirely  intercepted.  Near  one  thoufand  men,  fol- 
diers  and  officers,  (a  third  of  the  army)  had  been,  by  this 
time  killed  and  wounded.  Nothing  could  be  now  thought 
of  but  as  fpeedy  a  retreat  as  poflible ;  and  in  this  there 
were  difficulties,  which  nothing  but  the  bravery  of  thefol- 
diery  and  the  (kill  and  fpirit  of  the  officers  could  overcome. 
They  gained  Quebec  with   little  lofs  in    the  purfuit ;  but 

they 
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they  were  obliged  to  leave  their  cannon,  which  they  could 
not  bring  off,  on  account  of  the  wreaths  of  fnow,  which 
even  in  this  advanced  feafon,  and  in  the  temperate  latitude 
of  47,  ftill  lay  upon  the  ground.  The  French  loft  at  leaft 
20CO  in  theadion. 

When  the  account  of  this  victory  arrived  in  Europe,  the 
French  were  for  a  while  infinitely  elated.  The  blow  was 
ienfibly  felt  in  England.  Our  fanguine  hopes  were  at  once 
funk.  If  Quebec  was  loft,  it  was  evident  that  the  greateft 
difficulties  muft  have  arifen  to  our  affairs  in  America ,  and 
the  reduilion  of  Canada  muft  become  the  work  of  more 
than  one  campaign.  Nobody  imagined  that  the  town  could 
hold  out  longer  after  fuch  a  defeat ;  and  the  fleet  fent  from 
Europe  to  reinforce  the  place  v/as  then  at  a  great  diftance. 

Neverthelefs  all  things  v/ere  prepared  at  Quebec  for  a  vi- 
gorous defence.  The  late  check  he  had  received,  only 
roufed  the  governor  to  more  ftrenuous  efforts.  He  knew 
that  the  lofs  of  the  place  would  be  attributed  to  the  teme- 
rity of  his  councils  ;  he  v/as  fenfible  that  in  proportion  to 
the  honours  paid  by  the  public  to  thofe  who  had  conquered 
Qiiebec,  would  their  indignation  fail  upon  thofe  by  whom 
it  ftiould  happen  to  be  loft ;  and  that  in  general  nothing 
makes  a  worfe  figure,  than  a  raflmefs  which  is  not  fortu- 
nate. Thefe  thoughts  were  perpetual  ftings  to  a  mind  like 
his,  paffionately  defirous  of  glory ;  and  that  very  difpofiti- 
on  which  led  him  to  fight  unfuccefsfully  with  a  weak  army, 
gave  him  activity  and  fuccefs  in  the  defence  of  a  weak  forti-' 
iication. 

The  French,  v/hofe  v/hole  hope  of  fuccefs  depended  on 
perfecting  their  work  before  a  Britiih  fquadron  could  ar- 
rive, loft  not  a  moment's  time  to  improve  their  viCtory. 
They  opened  trenches  before  the  town  the  very  night  of 
the  battle.  But  it  was  the  nth  of  May  before  they  could 
bring  tvv^o  batteries  to  play  upon  the  fortifications.  They 
were  greatly  deficient  in  this  refpeft.  Their  accounts  fay, 
they  had  no  more  than  twelve  pieces  of  iron  artillery, 
which  carried  twelve  pound  balls.  The  Englifti  train,  was, 
without  comparifon,  fuperior.  Before  the  French  had 
opened  their  batteries,  132  pieces  of  cannon  were  placed 
on  the  ramparts.  The  fire  of  the  befiegers  was  therefore 
always  flack,  interrupted,  and  of  little  effect. 

Notwithftanding  the  weaknefs  of  the  enemies  fire,  the 
fiiperiority  of  the  Englifh  artillery,  ^i\d  the  refoiution  of 
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governor,  and  garrifon,  the  relief  of  the  place  depended  en- 
-tifxly  on  the  early  arrival  of  the  Britifh  P.eet,  v/hich  was 
looked  out  for  every  hour  v^ith  the  moil  anxious  expecl:ati- 
©n.  Had  any  French  fhips  of  force  come  before  the  En- 
glifh,  itv/as  the  general  opinion  that  the  place  muft  inevi- 
tably have  fallen  into  their  hands. 

On  the  9tk  of  May  to  the  great  joy  of  the  garrifon, 
an  Englifh  frigate  anchored  in  the  bafon  and  brought  them 
an  account  that  the  Britifii  fquadron  commanded  by  Lord 
Colville,  was  then  in  the  river.  On  the  i6th,  a  fhip  of 
the  line  and  a  frigate  arrived ;  the  next  morning  the  t\\^o 
frip-?.tes  v/ere  fent  to  attack  the  French  fquadron  above  the 
tov/n.  They  executed  their  commiflionfov/ell,  that  in  a 
moment  all  the  French  vefTels  of  whatever  kind  v/ere  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  greateft  part  deftroyed  or  taken. 

M.  Levi,  who  had  the  mortification  to  behold  from    the 

■  eminences  this  action,  which  at  one  ftroke  put  an  end    to 

■  sll  the  hopes  he  had  conceived    from  the  late    victory,  was 

•  perfuaded  that  thefe  frigates  by  the  boldnefs  of  their  man-_ 
ner,  m.uft  have  been  the  vanguard  of  a  confiderable  rein- 
forcement ;  and  that  too  clofe  at  hand  :  He  therefore  raifed 
the  fiege  in  the  utmoft  hurry  and  precepitation,  leaving  be- 
hind all  his  artillery,  and  a  great  part  of  his  ammunition 
and  bap-n-ao;e,  although  Lord  Colville,  with  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron,  did  not  arrive  at  Qiiebec  untill  two  days  after/^^j. 

thus 


(a)  The  Hon.  James  Murray's  Letter  to   Mr.  Secretary  Fitt,    dated^ 
Sluebec^  Mayi^y    1 760. 


S    I    E, 


H 


AVING  acquainted  General -/^^^^'y?,  three  weeks  ago,  that 
^t^^:  was  befieged,  by  an  army  of  1^,000  men,  1  think 
it  neceifary,  to  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  addreiTing  diredly  to  you, 
the  more  agreeable  news  of  the  fiege  being  raifed,  left,  by  your 
receiving  the  former  intelligejice,  before  tlie  latter,  fome  iucon- 
venierxe  might  arife  to  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

By  the  journal  of  my  proceedings,  fmce  1  have  had  the  com- 
maud  here,  which  1  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  to  you,  you  will 
perceive  the  fiq^riority  we  have  maintained  over  the  enemy,  du- 
ling  the  winter,  and  tiiat  all  Lower  Canada,  from  the  Point  ^'u- 
*Irmble,  was  reduced,  and  had  taken  the  oath  of  iidelity  to  the 

King. 
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Thus  was  fortunately  preferved  from  the  moft  imminent 
danger,  the  moil  confiderable  place  we  had  taken  in  the 
war  J  and  that  which  gave  us  the  moft  decifive  advantaaje, 

The 


King.  You  will,  no  doubt,  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  t!)e  ene- 
my's attempts  upon  our  pofts,  and  ours  u'^x^n  their?,  all  tended 
to  the  honour  of  his  Majelly's  arms,  they  were  always  bailed,  and 
we  were  conllantly  lucky. 

I  wilh  1  ccndd  fay  as  much  witliln  the  walls  ;  the  excefhve  cold* 
nefs  of  the  climate,  and  conllant  livino^upon  fait  provifions,  with- 
out any  vegetables,  introduced  the  fcurvy  among  the  troops, 
which,  getting  the  better  of  every  precaution  of  the  officer,  and 
every  remedy  of  the  furgeon,  became  as  univerfal  as  it  was  invete- 
rate, infomuch,  that,  before  the  end  of  April,  looo  were  dead, 
and  above  2000  of  what  remained,  totally  unfit  for  fervice. 

hi  thisfU\tation,I  received  certain  intelligence,  that  the  Che- 
valier de  Lft'// was  alTembling  his  army,  which  had  been  cantoned 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal ;  rliat  he  had  compieated  his 
eight  battallions,  and  forty  companies  of  the  Troops  de  Colonic, 
fiom  the  choice  of  the  hUntrtalips  \  had  formed  thefe  fo  ty 
companies  into  four  battalions ;  and  was  determinad  to  beiiege 
us,  tlie  moment  that  St.  Laurence  was  open,  of  which  he  was  en- 
tirely nialler,  by  means  of  four  King's  frigates,  and  o\her  craft, 
proper  for  this  extraordinary  river. 

As  I  had  the  lionour  to  acquaint  you  formerly,  that  ^ehec 
could  be  looked  upon  in  no  other  light,  than  that  of  a  Orong  can- 
tonment, and  that  any  works  i  fliould  add  to  it,wouldbein  that 
iiile,  my  plan  of  defence  was,  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of 
entrenching  myfelf  npon  the  heights  of  Alraham,  which  entirely- 
commanded  the  ramparts  of  the  place  at  the  diftance  of  800  yards, 
and  might  have  been  defended  by  our  numbers  againil  a  large 
army.  But  the  Chevalier  de  Lei'ts  did  not  give  me  time  to  take 
the  advantage  of  this  fituation  ;  the  i^d,  24th  and  25th  oi  April, 
I  attempted  to  execute  the  projedled  lines,  for  which  a  provifion 
of  fafcines,  and  of  every  uecelTary  material,  had  been  made,  but 
found  it  impraifticable,  as  the  earth  was  flill  cover'd  with  fnow 
in  many  places,  and  every  where  impregnably  bound  up  by  the 
froft. 

The  night  of  the  26th,  1  was  informed,  the  enemy  had  land- 
ed, at  Point  Au  Tremble,  10,000  men,  and  500  barbarians.  The 
pod  we  had  taken  at  the  embouchure  of  the  river  Caprouge  (the 
moll:  convenient  place  for  difembarking  their  artillery  and  ftores, 
and  for  fecuring  their  retreat)  obliged  them  to  land  where  tliey 
did,  20  miles  higher  up. 

The 
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The  triumph  of  the  French,  and  the  anxiety  of  England^ 
were  but  fhort.  The  account  of  the  fieo-e,  and  the  raifmo* 
it,  followed  clofe  on  the  heels  of  each   other.     And   there 


The  27th,  haviHg  broke  down  all  the  bridges  over  the  C^/'^(7a^^> 
and  fecured  the  landing  places  at  Sillery,  and  the  Foulon,  I  march- 
ed with  the  grenadiers  piquets,  ArnherjCs  regiment,  and  two 
field  pieces,  and  took  poil  fo  advantageoufly,  as  to  fruftrate  the 
fchemes  tliey  had  laid  of  cutting  off  our  pofts.  They  had  begun 
to  form  frcm  the  ^&tXz  they  were  obliged  to  pafs,  but  thought 
proper  to  retreat,  on  reconnoitring:  our  pofition  ;  and  about  four 
this  afternoon  we  marched  back  to  town,  having  withdrawn  all 
our  polls,  with  the  lofs  of  two  men  only,  though  they  did  every 
thing  in  their  po\\'cr  to  harrafs  the  rear. 

The  enemy  was  greatly  fuperior  in  number,  it  is  true  ;  but 
When  I  confidered  that  our  little  army  was  in  the  habit  of  beating 
that  enemy,  and  had  a  very  iine  train  of  field  artillery ;  that  thut- 
ting  oinfelves  up  at  once  within  the  walls,  was  putting  all  upon 
the  fingle  chance  of  holding  out  for  a  conliderable  time,  a  wretch- 
ed fortification  ;  a  chance  v/hich  an  aftion  in  the  field  could  hard- 
ly alter,  at  the  fame  time  it  gave  an  additional  one,  perhaps  at 
better,  I  refolved  to  give  them  battle  ;  and  if  the  event  was  not 
prcfperous,  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  then  to  retreat 
to  the  ifle  of  Orleans,  or  Coudrcs,  with  what  was  left  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  to  wait  for  reinforcements. 

This  night  the  necefTary  orders  were  given,  and  half  an  hour 
after  lix  next  morning,  we  marched  with  all  the  force  I  could 
muller,  viz.  three  thoufand  men,  and  formed  the  Army  on  the 
heights,  in  the  following  order  ;  Amherji's  Anfiruthers  2d  bat- 
talion of  Royal  Americans^  and  WfbFs,  compofed  the  right  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Col.  Burton  :  Kennenys  Lafcelles'^s,  High-. 
Janders,  and  l.'onjcnpend's,  the  left  brigade,  commanded  by  Col. 
Frafer  :  Ot^ay's,  and  the  third  battalion  of  Royal  Americans,  were 
the  corps  de  referve.  Major  Dalling's  corps  of  light  infantry  co- 
vered the  right  flank,  and  Capt.  Hazzen's  company  of  rangers, 
with  100  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Donoald  Mac- 
donald,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  cover'd  the  left.  The 
battalions  had  each  two  field  pieces. 

While  tlie  line  was  forming,  I  reconnitred  the  enemy,  and 
perceived. their  van  had  taken  poifeffion  of  the  rifing  grounds, 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  our  front,  but  that  their  army  was  upon 
the  march,  in  one  column,  as  far  as  I  could  fee.  I  thought 
this  the  lucky  moment,  and  moved  with  the  utmoft  order  to  at- 
tack tliem,  before  they  had  formed.    We  foon  beat  them  from  the 
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was  nothing  now  to  cloud  the   profpect  of  the  certain    re- 
duction of  Canada,  hv  the  united  efforts  of  three    Englifh 
armies,   who    by    different    routs    were    moving    to    at- 
tack 


heights  they  had  poiTeiTed,  tho'  they  were  well  difpiited  ;  and 
Major  Dallin^,  who  cannot  be  too  much  commended  foi'  his  be- 
haviour this  day,  and  his  fervices  during  the  v/ inter,  forced  their 
corps  of  grenadiers  from  a  houfe  and  windmill  they  had  taken  hold 
of,  to  cover  their  left  flank.  Here  he,  and  feveral  of  his  officers 
were  wounded  ;  his  men,  however,  purfued  the  fugitives  to  tlie 
corps  v/hich  were  now  formed  to  fuftain  them.  They  halted, 
and  difperfed  along  the  front  of  the  right,  which  prevented  that 
wing  from  taking  advantage  of  the  firli  impreHion  they  had  made 
nn  the  enemy's  left.  They  had  immediately  orders  given  them  to 
regain  the  flank,  but,  in  attempting  this,  they  were  charged, 
thrown  into  diforder,  retired  to  the  rear,  and  from  the  number  of 
officers  killed  and  wounded,  could  never  again  be  brought  up, 
during  the  a<ftion.  O/w^/s  was  inftantly  ordered  to  advance, 
and  fuftain  the  right  wing,  which  the  enemy  in  vain  made  two  at- 
tempts to  penetrate.  On  thefe  occafions,  Capt.  ince,\\'i\\\  the 
grenadiers  cf  O/av^/s,  were  diflinguiihed.  While  this  pafled 
there,  the  left  were  not  idle ;  they  had  difpofl^elfed  the  enemy  of 
two  redoubts,  and  fullained  with  unparallelled  firmnefs  the  bold 
imited  efforts  of  the  enemy's  regulars.  Indians  and  Canadians^ 
till  at  laft  fairly  fought  down,  and  reduced  to  a  handful ;  though 
fuflained  by  the  3d  battalion  of  Royal  Americans  from  the  referve, 
and  Kennedys  from  the  centre,  where  we  had  nothing  to  fear, 
they  were  obliged  to  yield  to  fuperior  numbers,  and  a  frefh  column 
of  RouJpiUon,  which  penetrated. 

The  diforder  of  the  left  was  foon  communicated  to  the  right ; 
but  the  whole  retired  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  enemy  did  not  ven- 
ture upon  a  brifk  purfuit.     We  left  moft  of  our  cannon,  as  the 

roughnefs  of  the  ground,  and  the  wreaths  of  fnow,  made  it  im- 
poffible  to  bring  them  off ;  what  could  not  be  brought  off  were 

nailed  up. 

Our  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  one  third  of  thofe  in  the 

field;  that  of  the  enemy,  by  their  own  confeflfion,  exceeds  2^00 

men  ;  which  may  be  readily  conceived,  as   the  adion  lafted  aft 

hour  and  three  quarters. 

Here  I  think  it  my  duty  to  cxprefs  my  gratitude  to  the  officers 

in  general,  and  the   fatisfaflion   I  had  ia  the  bravery  of  all  the 

troops. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  enemy  opened  trenches  againft 

the  town  ;  and,  at  the  fame^   we   fct  to  work   within,   to  for- 
tify 
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tack  thofe  parts  of  it  which  flill  remained  to  France.  In 
thd  mean  time  that  haughty  power  was  obliged  to  fit  the 
impotent  fpe6lator  of  the  ruin  of  her  colonies,  without  be- 


tify  it,  which  we  never  had  in  our  power  to  attempt  fooner,  from 
the  feverity  of  this  climate  during  tlie  winter,  and  the  abfolute  ne- 
ctfTity  of  executing  works  of  more  immediate  importance  laft  au^ 
tumn,  before  the  froft  fet  in.  I  wanted  the  aliiftance  of  Major 
Mackeiler,  the  chief  engineer,  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  adion  ; 
lijs  zeal  for,  and  knowledge  in  the  fervice,  is  well  known ;  but 
the  alacrity  of  the  garrifon  made  up  for  every  defed. 

My  journal  of  the  fiege,  which  accompanies  this,  fets  forth  in 
full  what  was  done  ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  the  extraordinary  per- 
formances of  the  handful  of  brave  men  1  had  left,  will  pleafe  his 
Majefly,  as  much  as  they  furprized  us  who  were  eye  witnefTes  to 
them. 

Great  pralfe  is  due  to  Commodore  S-wanton,  and  the  Captains 
Schombe'g  and  Dean ;  I  have  not  words  to  exprefs  the  rcadinefs, 
vivacity,  and  valour  they  Ihewed  in  attacking  and  deftroying  the 
enemy's  fquadron.  Capt.  Dean  has  loft  his  Ihip  ;  but  it  was  in  a 
good  caufe,  and  he  has  done  honour  to  his  country. 

The  morning  of  the  27th  of  May^  I  had  intended  aftrong  for- 
tle,  to  have  penetrated  into  the  enemy's  camp,  which,  from  the 
information  of  the  prifoners  I  had  taken,  and  the  concurrent  ac- 
count of  the  deferters,  I  conceived  to  be  very  practicable. 

For  this  ^^urpofe,  I  had  ordered  the  regiments  of  Amherjl^ 
^oijunjheni^y  Lajcelles,  Anjiruther,  and  Highlanders^  with  the 
grenadiers  and  light  infantry  under  arms,  but  was  informed  by 
Lieut.  M'^/pin,  of  my  battalion  (whom  1  fent  out  to  amufe  the 
enemy  with  fmall  allies)  that  their  trenches  were  abandoned.  ^ 

I  indantly  pulhed  out  at  the  head  of  thefc  corps,  not  doubting 
tut  we  muft  have  overtaken  and  forced  their  rear,  and  had  ample 
revenge  for  the  28th  of  /fprti ;  but  I  was  difappointed,  for  they 
liad  ciofied  the  river  Cafrouge,  before  we  could  come  up  witli 
them.  However,  we  took  feveral  prifoners,  and  much  baggage, 
which  would  otherwife  have  efcaped.  They  left  their  camp  land- 
ing ;  all  their  baggage,  ftores,  magazines  of  provifions  and  am- 
munition, 34  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  four  of  which  are  brais 
12  pounders,  10  field  pieces,  6  mortars,  4  petards,  a  large  quan- 
titg  of  fcaling  ladders  and  entrenching  tools  beyond  number  ;  and 
liavc  retired  to  their  former  afylum,  Jacques  Curtier,  From  the 
informal  ion  of  prifoners,  deferters  and  fpies,  provifions  are  very 
fcarce  :  amnumit  ion  docs  not  abound  ;  and  the  grcateft  part  of  the 
Canadian}  )ia\  c  defer  ted  them.     At  prefcnt  they  do  net  exceed 
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ing  able  to  fend  them  the  fmalleft  fuccour.     It  was  then  fhe 
found  what  it  was  to  be  inferior  at  fea. 

We  fhall  refume  the  American  affairs,  when  we  have  re- 
viewed the  fcenes  that  began  about  this  time  to  open  on  the 
theatre  of  Europe. 

CHAP, 


5000  men.  The  minute  I  am  joined  with  that  part  of  my  garrl- 
fon,  which  was  ftnt  from  hence  laft  autumn,  I  j'  all  endeavour  to 
co-operate  with  Mr.  Jmhrfi,  towards  compleating  the  redudlion 
of  this  country  ;  though,  if  rightly  informed,  he  can  hardly  aft 
by  the  lakes  before  the  month  of  'July,  of  which  I  am  the  more 
convinced,  becaufe  from  the  intelh'gence  forwarded  to  him  laft 
February,  of  the  enemy's  defigns,  by  Lieut.  Montufor^  he  would 
certainly  have  been  upon  them  before  now,  had  it  been  at  all 
pra(fti  cable. 

Major  Maitland,  the  bearer  of  thefe  difpatches,  who  has  af^ed 
as  Adjutant  General  this  laft  winter,  is  well  acquainted  with  all 
our  tranfadtions  here  ;  he  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try, and  can  give  you  the  beft  lights  with  regard  to  the  meafures 
farther  to  be  taken,  relative  to  his  Majefty's  views  in  Cenada, 

I  cannot  finilh  this  long  letter,  without  obferving  how  much  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  te  the  Lieut.  Governor,  C  ol.  Burtcn ;  his 
activity  and  zeal  were  confpicuous  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
winter's  campaign,  and  I  flatter  myfelf.  Sir,  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  lay  his  fervices  before  his  Majefty. 

P.  S.  Since  I  have  Wrote  the  above,  a  nation  of  Indians  has 
furrendcrcd,  and  entered  into  an  alliance  with  us. 

/  va've  the  honour  to  he^ 

With  greet  regard, 

SIP,  yours,  ^c. 

JAMES  MURRAY, 

Admiraity-O^ice^  June  27,  1760. 

^APTAIN  S(homherg  arrived  this  morning,  with  difpatches 
^^  from  Lord  Cohille,  and  Commodore  S--wantcn,  dated  at  ^e- 
^/f ,  the  24th  o{  Mav^  giving  an  Account,  that  on  the  nth  of 
that  month,  the  latter  arrived  at  the  Ille  of  Bee,  in  the  river  of  St. 
Lauren: e,  with  the  Vonguard  and  Diana,  where  he  intended  ^o 
wait  for  fuch  of  his  fjuadronas  had  feparated  from  him  in  his  paf- 
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CHAP.     III. 

Dijlrefs  of  Saxony,  M.  Broglio  commands  the  main  body  of 
the  French  army,  St.  Germain  commands  on  the  Rhine, 
Englijh  army  reinforced.  King  of  PrufficCs  loffes.  Thea- 
tre of  the  war  in  the  eajl  of  Germany.  Pofttions  of  the 
Jujirian  and  Prujftan  armies.  Battle  of  Landjhiit.  rrufr 
Jian  army  under  Fouquet  defiroyed» 

A  Winter  remarkably  feVere  rucceeded  the  bloedy  cam- 
paign of  1758.     At  Bareith  in  the  night  of  the  i6th 
of  December,    the    cold  was    infupportable.       Reamur's 

ther- 


fage  from  England-^  but  having  on  the  14th,  received  advice 
from  Brig.  Gtn.  Murray^  that  the  enemy  hadbefieged  ^ebec^  he 
got  under  fail  with  the  utmoft  dif patch,  and  anchored  above  Point 
i^'vi  the  15th  in  the  evening,  where  he  found  the  Leo/ioffe,  one 
of  his  fquadron,  which  arrived  a  few  days  before,  and  whofe  com- 
mander, Capt.  Deaney  immediately  came  off  to  him  with  a  melTagc 
from  the  General,  earneftly  recommending  the  fpeedy  removal  of 
the  French  naval  force  above  the  town,  coniifting  of  two  frigates, 
two  armed  Ihips,  and  many  fmaller  vefTels ;  in  confequenee  of 
which  lie  ordered  Capt.  Schomberg  of  the  Diana,  and  Capt.  Deane 
of  the  Leofioffe^  to  flip  their  cables  early  the  next  morning,  and  at- 
tack the  enemy ;  but  they  were  no  fooner  in  motion,  than  the  ene- 
my fled  in  the  greatefl  hurry  and  diforder  :  the  Pomona,  one  of 
the  frigates,  was  driven  on  fhore  above  Cape  Diamond-,  the  Ata- 
ianta,  the  Other  frigate,  run  afhore,  and  was  burnt  at  Point  Au 
Tremble,  zhowt  ten  leagues  above  the  town;  and  moft  of  the 
other  fhips  and  vcitels  were  likewifc  driven  afhore,  or  effeftually 
dcftroyed. 

The  night  following,  the  enemy  raifed  the  fiege  of  ^ebtc 
very  precipitately,  leaving  their  cannon,  fmall  arms,  flores,  &£. 
behind  them. 

The  Leopffe  run  upon  fome  unknown  rocks,  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy,  and  was  irrecoverably  lort,  but  the  officers  and  men  were 
faved. 

Lord  Cohille  failed  from  Halifax^  with  the  fquadron  under  Kis 
command,  the  2  2d  of  ^fril,  but  did  not  arrive  at  ^ebec  till  the 
18th  of  A^'.?v,  having  been  much  retarded  in  his  paflagc  by  thick 
fog^>  great  quantities  of  ice,  and  contrary  winds, 
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therometer  was  funk  1015,  which  is  precifely  the  fame 
degree  it  fell  to  in  1709.  A  year  like  this  diftinguifhed  by 
the  intenfenefs  of  the  cold,  and  the  fury  of  war.  Birds 
dropped  dead  in  their  flight.  At  Leipfic  ten  centinels  were 
froze  to  death.  An  infe6lious  difeafe  which  began  in  the 
armies,  difFufed  itfelf  among  the  inhabitants  of  Saxony, 
and  made  a  dreadful  havock.  A  peftilential  contagion  ra- 
ged among  the  cattle.  Famine  was  foon  added  to  the  reft 
of  their  calamities;  and  every  mifery  that  can  afHi<5t  man- 
kind, was  poured  out  upon  that  unfortunate  people  with 
the  moft  liberal  meafurc.  There  was  no  profpe6l  of  an  al- 
levation  ot  thefe  di-ftrefTes.  On  the  contrary,  the  fufFer- 
ings  of  the  people  only  made  their  fovereigns  more  earneft 
for  revenge  ;  and  out  of  the  general  want  a  refource  arofp 
to  their  armies,  vv^ho  were  the  more  readily  recruited,  be- 
caufe  the  fc'anty  pay  and  fubfiftence  of  a  foldier,  became  an 
obje6l  of  envy  to  the  wretched  peafantry  in  moft  of  thefe 
countries;  and  death  feemed  more  honourable  and  lefs 
certain  by  the  fword,  than  by  penury  and  difeafe. 

France  and  England  vied  in  their  endeavours  to  augment 
their  forces  in  Germany.  M.  Broglio  had  now  the  com.- 
mand  of  the  grand  army,  and  the  fole  condu6l  of  the  gC:- 
neral  plan  of  operations.  He  had  early  in  this  year,  been 
honoured  with  the  ftafFof  a  marfhal  of  France.  And  no- 
thing was  omitted  to  give  luftre  to  his  command,  and  to 
furnifh  him  with  every  means  of  exerting  his  talents.  His 
corps  was  augmented  to  near  100,000  effe£^ive  men.  Thir- 
tj  thoufand  drawn  out  of  their  quarters  in  Dufleldorp, 
Cleves,  Cologne  and  Wefel,  and  compleated  by  draughts 
from  France,  formed  a  feperate  army  on  the  Rhine,  under 
the  Count  de  St.  Germain.  Thjs  difpofition  was  made 
not  only  to  divide  the  attention  of  the  allied  army,  but  to 
prevent  the  ill  Confequences  of  the  mifunderftanding  which 
was  known  to  fubfift  between  this  general  and  the  Duke 
de  Broglio.  The  third  army  propo^d  at  the  clofe  of  the 
foregoing  campain  did  not  appear, 

On  the  fide  of  England,  the  preparations  were  not  lefs 
confiderable  in  proportion  to  her  ability  for  that  kind  of 
war.  Six  regiments  of  foot  commanded  by  Major  Gene- 
ral Griffin,  were  forthwith  fent  to  reinforce  the  allied  ar- 
my. Elliot's  regiment  of  light  horfe  foon  followed  them. 
At  the  opening  of  this  campaign,  we  had  in  Germany 
jwejve  regiments  of  heavy,   and  one  of  light  horfe;  and 
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twelve  regiments,  with  two  Highland  battalions  of  foot  ; 
the  whole  amounted  to  near  22,000  men.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  fummer,  they  were  further  reinforced  to  near  25,000, 
Such  a  number  of  Britifti  troops,  ferving  in  one  army,  had 
not  been  feen  on  the  continent,  for  two  hundred  years  paft. 
The  allied  army  indeed  fell  fhortof  the  French  in  numbers; 
but  they  exceeded  it  in  the  quality  of  the  troops.  Thofc 
newly  arrived  from  England  were  frefh  but  not  undifciplin- 
ed ;  the  old  were  indeed  harrafled,  but  they  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  victory. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  death  of  the 
Jan.  31.  Landgrave  of  Hefle  CafTel  had  excited  fome  ap- 
prehenfions ;  the  difpofitions  of  the  fucceflbr  were 
uncertain  ;  and  his  withdrawing  himfelf  from  the  caufe  of 
the  allies  would  have  made  a  breach  in  their  army,  that  it 
would  have  proved  almoft  impofTible  to  ftop.  But  thefe 
fears  were  foon  diffipated.  The  new  Landgrave  among 
the  very  firft  a£l:s  of  his  government,  gave  the  ftrongeft 
proofs  ofhisfteady  adherence  to  the  fyftem  of  his  father, 
and  even  agreed  to  add  confiderably  to  the  Heffian  troops 
in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain  ;  fo  that  all  things  promifed'  as 
favourably  to  the  allies,  as  from  that  irremediable  inferiority 
in  numbers  could  have  been  expefted. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  was  under  far  greater  difficulties ; 
he  had  felt  the  heavieft^lows,  and  was  moft  fcanted  in  the 
means  of  healing  them. 

His  lofles  were  not  to  be  reckoned  by  the  men  killed  and 
prifoners,  but  by  armies  deftroyed  or  taken.  Forty  gene- 
rals had  died,  or  were  flain  in  his  fervice,  fmce  the  ift  of 
October  1756,  exclufive  of  thofe  who  had  been  wounded, 
difabled,  or  made  prifoners.  And  this  alone  would  have 
been  a  lofs  not  to  be  repaired,  if  thefe  murdering  wars 
■which  cut  off  fo  many  experienced  officers,  did  not  at  the 
fame  time,  form  fo  many  more  to  fupply  their  places.  The 
king  had  renewed  his  alliance  on  the  former  terms  with 
Great  Britain.  By  his  indefatigable  induftry,  no  gaps  were 
-Teen  in  his  armies.  But  they  were  no  longer  the  fame 
troops,  and  if  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  formerly  the  merit  of 
ably  commanding  the  moft  excellent  armies  ;  he  has  now 
to  fill  up  the  moft  remarkable  deficiency  on  the  part  of  his 
troops  by  his  own  heroifm ;  and  to  undertake  far  more  ar- 
duous enterprizes,  than  his  firft,  with  infinitely  weaker  in- 
ftruments.     His  affairs  wore  a  bad  afpe<5l  in  the  opening  of 
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the  former  year.     In   this  they  feemed  altogether  defpe-» 
rate. 

The  Ruffians  had  fuffered  ;  but  they  were  fufficiently 
reinforced.  The  Swedes  who  had  been  generally  obliged 
to  give  ground  in  the  winter,  had  in  that  of  1759  the  ad- 
vantage in  feveral  fmart  fkirmifties,  and  had  even  taken 
prifoner  the  Pruflian  general  Manteuffel.  As  to  the  Auf- 
trians,  victorious  for  a  whole  campaign  almoft  without 
fighting,  their  armies  and  magazines  were  full,  their  corps 
compleat,  their  men  frefh,  vigorous,  and  full  of  refolution. 
Several  (kirmifhes  of  confequence  had  been  fought  during 
the  cefTation  of  the  great  operations  j  and  they  were  gene- 
rally to  their  advantage. 

The  King  of  PrufTia  was  fenfible,  that  in  this,  as  in  the 
former  campaigns,  he  fhould  be  attacked  by  four  armies  j 
and  that  his  dominions  would  be  inverted  upon  every  fide.. 
As  thefe  operations  were  very  extenfive  and  complicated, 
to  enable  the  reader  to  form  an  idea  of  the  campaign,  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  fay  fomething  of  the  ground  the  king 
had  to  defend,  which  is  circumftanced  in  this  manner. 

To  the  north  is  Pomerania.  This  country  is  very  open  ; 
and  it  is  defended  on  that  part  on  which  the  Swedes  gene* 
rally  a<St,  with  but  few,  and  thofe  mean  fortifications.  An- 
clam,  Demmein  and  PafTewalk.  But  then  the  Swedifh 
army  is  not  numerous,  and  if  they  fhould  attempt  to  pene- 
trate far  into  the  country,  they  muft  leave  Stetin,  in  which 
there  is  always  a  ftrong  garrifon  behind  them  to  their  left, 
which  would  render  their  fubfiftence  difficult,  and  their  re- 
treat in  cafe  of  any  misfortune,  extremely  hazardous  j  and 
they  have  not  fufficient  -ftrength  to  mafter  this  place  by  a 
regular  fiege.  This  has  always  proved  a  check  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  that  army,  even  when  they  have  been  otherwife 
fuccefsful. 

This  fame  country  to  the  eaflward  of  the  Oder,  is  one 
great  objedl:  of  the  Ruffian  defigns.  Its  chief  ftrength  in 
this  quarter  is  the  town  of  Colberg  ;  a  place  they  have 
frequently  attempted,  but  always  without  fuccefs.  And 
their  failure,  in  this  inftance,  has  been  the  main  caufe  why 
they  have  never  been  able  to  take  winter  quarters  in  the 
King  of  Pruffia's  dominions,  or  even  during  the  campaign, 
to  make  any  confiderable  impreffion  upon  Pomerania.  For 
they  can  have  no  communication  with  their  own  country  by 
fea,  for  want  of  this  port.  On  their  rear,  lies  the  exten- 
five 
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five  and  inhofpitable  defert  of  WaWow  ;  and  this  with  the 
uncertain  difpofition  of  the  city  of  Dantzick,  renders  their 
fupplies  of  provifion  from  Poland  difficult  and  precarious. 
Neither  is  it  poiCble  in  thefe  circumftances,  to  unite  their 
forces  with  thofe  of  Sweden  acting  in  the  fame  country. 
The  Oder  flows  between  them  ;  which  is  fo  commanded  by 
the  city  of  Sterin,  as  to  make  all  communication  between 
thefe  armies  in  a  great  meafure  imprafticable.  Infomuch, 
that  on  the  ftde  of  Pomerania,  the  force  of  thefe  two  pow- 
ers is  compelled  to  act  feparately,  without  concert,  ancj 
therefore  weakly  and  ineffedlually. 

To  the  weftward,  the  King  of  Pruflia  is  fufficiently  co- 
vered by  the  city  of  Magdebourg,  the  ftrongeft  place  in  his 
dominions,  and  in  that  part  of  Germany.  Here  are  hi? 
^eateft  magazines,  and  his  principal  founderies  ;  and  this  is 
the  repofttory  of  whatever  he  finds  necefTary  to  place  out  of 
the  reach  of  fudden  infult. 

-  To  the  fouthward  he  is  obliged  to  defend  Saxony  and  '^i- 
lefia.  Both  of  thefe  countries  on  their  frontiers  towards  Bo- 
hemia, rife  into  very  rough,  broken,  and  mountainous 
grounds,  abounding  in  advantageous  pofts  and  ftrong  fitua- 
tions.  Lufatia  lies  between  them  ;  a  level  fandy  plain,  (\n- 
terfperfed  with  pine-woods,)  extending  without  any  obfla- 
•c\q  to  the  very  gates  of  Berlin.  Through  this  country  the 
"king'^s  corhmunication  between  Silefia  and  Saxony  muil  be 
kept  up,  and  therefore  it  has  been  from  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  the  great  fcene  of  thofe  remarkable  marches  and 
counter- marches,  by  which  his  PrulTian  majefly  has  acqui- 
red fo  great  a  reputation  ;  and  alfo  of  thofe  bold  and  fudden 
attempts  which  have  diftinguifhed  fome  of  the  generals  of 
"the  adverfe  party.'  As  an  army  cannot  be  advantagcoufly 
pofled  in  this  territory,  it  has  not  been  wfual  for  a  confider- 
ably  body  to  remain  there  long;  and  it  is  particularly  un- 
favourable to  defenfive  operations.  This  country  may  be 
conTidered  as  the  curtin,  and  the  frontiers  of  Saxony  and 
Silcfia  as  the  baftions,  that  flank 'the  fort  of  fortification, 
which  the  king  is  to  maintain. 

No  part  of  that  monarch's  territories  are  naturally  more 
d^fencclefs  than  the  eaftern  ;  at  the  (iime  time  that  it  is  at- 
tacked by  the  mod  powerful  of  his  enemies.  A  country  al- 
together fandy  and  level,  extends  along  both  fides  of  the 
Oder,  from  the  northern  frontier  of  Silefia,  until  it  mee^s 
pgjnerania,  a  coui>try  (.f  the  fame  kind^  There  is  no  re- 
'  ••-  fpedab^Q 
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fpedable  fortlRcation  on  this  fide ;  and  the  river  Watta 
that  falls  here  into  the  Oder,  makes  the  tranfport  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  confcquently  the  fubfiftence  of  the  armies  that 
aJl  againft  him  more  eafy. 

As  to  Silefia,  it  is  covered  on  the  Bohemian  fide  -with 
mountains,  and  it  contains  places  of  fuch  ftrength  as  to  he 
above  the  necefTity  of  yielding  to  the  firil  army  that  appears 
before  them.  Indeed  it  is  to  be  remarked,  thzt  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  ftrength  feems  fufficient  for  the  kind  of  fervicc 
which  has  diftinguiflied  this  war.  Never  was  a  war  of  fuch 
a  length  and  extent,  in  which  fewer  fieges  of  confequence 
have  been  formed  ;  and  the  late  fcrvice  which  affords  lb 
large  afield  for  experience  in  every  other  fpecies  of  military 
operations,  affords  very  little  matter  of  improvement  in  the 
art  of  reducing  or  defending  ftrong  places. 

The  King  of  Pruflia's  defign  feems  to  have  been  to  fare 
himfelf  as  much  as  poflible  to  the  end  of  the  campaign  ; 
the  only  time  when  his  fucceis  might  be  decifive,  and  his 
ill-fortune,  not  ruinous.  He  therefore  formed  a  defenlivc 
plan.  In  purfuanceof  this  he  withdrew  his  out-pofts  from 
Freyberg,  and  drawing  a  chain  of  cantonments  from  the 
foreft  of  Tharandt  on  his  right  to  the  Elbe,  he  took  a  molt 
advantageous  camp  between  that  river  and  the  Multa; 
ftrongly  intrenching  it  where  it  had  not  been  prevloufly  for- 
tified by  nature  ;  and  furnifhed  it  with  fo  numerous  an  ar- 
tillery, that  they  reckoned  in  their  front  only  250  pieces 
©f  cannon. 

In  this  fituation  he  covered  the  moft  material  parts  of! 
Saxony,  kept  the  attention  ofM.  Daun's  army  engaged^ 
and  was  enabled  to  fend  out  reinforcements  to  Prince  Henry, 
•r  elfewhere,  as  occafion  (hould  require,  without  p:pofmg 
•ne  part  whilft  he  defended  the  other. 

Whilft  the  King's  army  defended  his  conqueffs  in  Mif-. 
nia,  Prince  Henry  had  ailembled  an  army  about  Franckfort 
on  the  Oder,  and  took  various  pofitions  about  that  place 
and  Croflen.  In  this  pofition,  he  commanded  three  prin- 
cipal communications,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  protect  at 
•nee  Silefia,  the  New  Marchc  of  Brandenburg,  and  the 
avenues  to  Berlin;  all  which  were  threatened  by  feveral  bo- 
dies of  the  enemy.  General  Fouquet  had  eftablifhed  his 
quarters  near  the  county  of  Glatz,  and  whilft  he  covered 
tiaat  fide  of  Silefia,  he  communicated  with  Prince  Henry,  and 
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was  fo  difpofed  as  to  fend  to  or  receive  fuccours  from  him, 
as  either  party  fhould  happen  to  be  prefled. 

M.  Daun,  as  foon  as  he  faw  that  the  King  of  Prufliahad 
fortified  himfelf  in  his  poft,  he  too  buried  himfelf  in  en- 
trenchments, and  kept  the  moft  attentive  eye  upon  all  his 
majefty's  motions.  Whilft  he  confined  himfelf  in  this  po- 
fition,  in  order  to  tie  dow^n  the  King  of  Pruflia,  general 
Laudohn,  -w'xxh  a  ftrong  but  light  and  difincumbered  army, 
moved  from  the  camp  he  had  occupied  during  the  w^interin 
Bohemia,  and  prefenting  himfelf  alternately  on  the  fide  of 
Lufatia,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Silefia,  threatened  fome- 
times  to  penetrate  into  Berlin,  fometimesby  a  bold  ftroke 
to  efFeft  a  jun6^ion  w^ith  the  Ruffians,  and  attack  Prince 
Henry,  fometimes  to  fit  down  before  Glatz,  Schweidnitz, 
or  BreHau;  and  thus  the  alarm  was  fpread  upon  every  fide, 
not  knowing  where  the  ftorm  would  fall. 

At  length  he  declared  himfelf.  Having  by  feveral  feints 
perfuaded  general  Fouquet  that  his  intentions  were  againft 
Schweidnitz,  that  general  marched  thither  a  confiderable 
body  of  his  troops,  and  left  Glatz  uncovered.  As  foon  as 
Laudohn  perceived  this  movement,  he  on  his  fide  made 
another,  and  pofi^efled  himfelf  of  Landfhut  j  and  when  he 
had  taken  Landfhut,  he  pretended  a  defign  of  fecuring  this 
poft  by  leaving  a  fmall  body  of  troops  there.  This  feint 
alfo  fucceeded,  and  drew  general  Fouquet  from  Schweid- 
nitz back  again  to  Landftiut.  He  drove  the  Auftrians  from 
that  place  without  difficulty ;  but  in  the  mean  time  Lau* 
dohn  made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  important  pafl^es,  by 
which  he  was  in  fome  fort  enabled  to  furround  the  corps  of 
General  Fouquet. 

The^ commander  finding  himfelf  in  thofe  dangerous  cir- 
tumftances,  had  nothing  left  but  to  fortify  his  poft,  for- 
merly made  a  very  ftrong  one,  with  additional  works ; 
which  he  did  with  fuch  effeft,  that  it  had  more  the  refem- 
blance  of  a  regular  fortification  than  an  entrenchment.  HovA 
ever,  the  army  he  commanded  was  far  from  numerous;  and 
he  was  obliged  to  weaken  it  ftill  farther  by  a  detachmemof 
2GOO  men,  to  preferve,  if  poffible,  a  communication  with 
Schweidnitz. 

Laudohn  longed  to  diftinguifti  himfelf  by  fome  capital 
ftroke  ;  he  had  now  by  a  feries  o^  very  artful  movements 
procured  a  moft  favourable  opportunity.  Firft,  therefore, 
he  ftiut  up  with  great  dexterity  th?  pafles  on  every  fide,  and 

rendered' 
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tendered    his  adverfary's  retreat  impracticable.     Then    he 
began  an  attack  on  the  Pruffian  entrenchments  in     ^^^ 
the  dead  of  the  night  in  three  different   places.    -'  ^' 

The  fignal  for  the  aflault  was  given  by  four  hawbitzers 
fired  in  the  air.  The  Auftrians  rufhed  to  the  attack  with 
uncommon  fury,  and  maintained  it  with  fo  fteady  a  refo- 
lution,  that  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  the  two  ftrongell 
entrenchments  were  carried,  and  the  line  of  comm.unicati- 
on  forced:  The  Pruffians  at  day-break  found  themfelves 
pufhed  back  from  hill  to  hill,  and  line  to  line,  to  their  lafl 
entrenchments.  Their  refiftance  was  all  along  brave,  and 
their  retreat  regular.  The  enemy  purchafed  every  advan- 
tage at  the  deareft  rate ;  but  at  laft  prefTed  upon  every  fide, 
worn  down  by  a  terrible  flaughter,  their  general  difabled 
by  two  mortal  wouhds,  at  eight  in  the  morning  the  rem- 
nant of  the  army  threw  down  their  arms  and  furrendered 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

On  the  fide  of  the  vanquifhed,  the  flain  were  about4000- 
The  prifoners  were,  one  general  of  foot,  namely  general 
Fouquetj  two  major  generals;  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
officers  of  the  inferior  rank;  and  upwards  of  7000  private 
foldiers,  58  pieces  of  artillery,  with  a  number  of  colours. 
Never  was  a  more  entire  and  declfive  victory.  The  whole 
army,  general,  officers,  every  thing  was  deftroyed.  Scarce 
three  hundred  of  the  body  intrenched  by  Landfhut  efcaped. 
The  corps  alone  which  was  to  preferve  the  communicati- 
on, together  with  fome  bodies  of  cavalry  who  had  not  been 
engaged,  with  difficulty  got  into  Schweidnitz,  where  they 
expedted  every  moment  to  be  befieged.  This  advantage 
coft  the  Auftrians  above  12000  men  killed  and  wounded* 

CHAP.    IV. 

Thi  Auftrians  Uike  Glatx,  Situation  of  the  Pruffian  ar- 
mies. King  of  Priiffia  marches  towards  Silejia  and  de^ 
ceives  M.  Daun.  Ki?ig  of  Pruffia  returns  to  Saxony. 
Siege  of  Drefden.  Town  burned.  Return  of  Daunt, 
oiege  raifed.  Brejlau  befieged  by  the  Aufirians.  March 
ff  Prince  Henry.     Laudohn  retreats* 

THIS  viftorywas  purfued  with  as  much  rapidity  as  it 
was  obtained  with  courage  and  addrefs.     Baroa  Lau-^ 
i.iAm  immediately     returned    back    from   Landfhut^     fell 
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like  a  florm  upon  Glatz.  Glatz  confifts  of  two  fortrefTes, 
the  old  and  the  new.  The  old  was  taken  by  ftorm  ;  the 
new  lurrendered  at  difcretion.  Two  thoufand  brave  men 
and  fome  good  w^orks  could  not  defend  it  againft  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  Auftrians.  On&  hundred  and  one  pieces  of 
brafs  cannon  were  taken.  Immenfe  magazines  of  provifi- 
On  and  military  (lores  piled  up  in  this  frontier  place  to  fa- 
vour in  better  times  an  irruption  into  Bohemia,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  conqueror.  Every  thing  gave  way.  The 
poiTeiPion  of  Glatz  laid  all  Silefia  open,  and  the  Auftrians 
might  turn  their  arms  upon  any  fide  without  the  leaft  dan- 
ger to  the  freedom  of  their  retreat.  Neither  was  there  any 
fort  of  army  to  give  the  leaft  obftru6lion.  The  King  of 
Pruftia  held  down  by  M.  Daun,  was  in  Saxony.  Prince 
Henry  was  alfo  at  a  great  diftanCe  towards  Cuftrin.  If  that 
Prince  attempted  to  move  to  the  relief  of  Silefia,  he  laid 
open  Brandenburgh,  and  even  Berlin  itfelf  tothe  irruptions 
of  the  Ruffians.  If  he  remained  in  his  poft,  Silefia  was  in- 
evitably loft.  Even  his  fpeedieft  march  feemed  by  no  means 
a  certain  way  to  releive  it.  The  King  v^^as  yet  further  dif- 
tant ;  and  any  motion  of  his  threatened  to  make  and  un- 
hinge the  whole  fcheme  of  his  defence ;  expofing  at  once 
Saxony  and  Berlin,  The  lofs  of  his  third  army,  fmall  as 
that  army  was,  laid  him  under  difficulties  that  feemed  in- 
fuperable. 

Favoured  by  thefe  circumftances,  Laudohn  had  only  to 
chufe  what  dire61:ion  he  fhould  give  his  arms.  Silefia,  as 
has  been  obferved,  lay  open  before  him.  He  had  threat- 
ened Schweidnitz ;  but  he  faw  that  BreflaW  was  a  place  of 
greater  confequence,  much  more  eafily  reduced,  and  that 
the  pofteffion  of  it  facilitated  a  jundion  with  the  Ruffians  ; 
a.  point  on  which  the  ultimate  improvement  of  his  vi61:ory 
wholly  depended.  The  place  befides  is  of  fo  great  extent, 
and  the  works  of  fo  little  comparative  ftrength,  that  he 
had  no  fmall  hopes  of  maftering  it  before  Prince  Henry 
could  come,  if  he  fhould  at  all  attempt  to  come  to  its  re- 
lief. 

He  therefore  delayed  no  longer  than  the  march  of  his 
heavy  artillery  and  the  neceftary  preparatives  required,  to 
lay  ficge  to  the.  capital  of  Silefia,  of  whofe  fafety  the  moft 
fanguine  friends  of  his  Pruffian  majcftv  began  to  difpair, 

But  in  the  interval  between  the  battle  of  Landfhut  and 
the  commencement  of  the  ficge   of  Brcflau,  the   Ki>ig   of 
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Pruflia  was  not  idle.  His  thoughts  were  continually  em- 
ployed to  repair  this  difafter ;  all  ordinary  rcfources  were 
impracticable  or  inefFe6lual.  His  genius  alone  could  enter 
the  lifts  with  his  ill  fortune.  Placing  therefore  his  hopes 
in  himfelf,  he  aimed  by  a  daring  and  unexpected  ftroke,  to 
draw  even  from  fo  fevere  a  misfortune  fome  nev/  and  more 
brilliant  advantages. 

In  purfance  of  the  plan  he  had  laid,  he  difpo-  July  2. 
fed  all  things"  for  a  march  towards  Silelia,  and 
had  pafTed  the  Elbe  and  penetrated  through  a  woody  coun- 
try v/ithout  oppofition ;  had  the  enemy  been  apprifed  of 
his  march  as  early  as  he  began  it,  it  had  been  attended  with 
great  and  unfurmountable  difficulties.  Marfhal  Daun  no 
fooner  had  advice  of  his  march,  than  he  alfo  immediately 
m>oved  with  the  utmoft  expedition  at  the  head  of  his  main 
army  towards  Silefia,  leaving  the  army  of  the  empire,  and 
a  body  under  General  Lacy,  to  awe  Saxony  in  his  abfence. 
The  two  armies  continued  their  route  through  Lufatia  ; 
that  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  a  little  to  the  northward,  that 
of  Marfhal  Daun  to  the  fouthward ;  both  apparently  pufh- 
ing  towards  the  fame  objeCl,  and  with  equal  eagernefs.  But 
as  the  army  of  the  marfhal  had  rather  the  (horter  cut  to 
make,  and  as  he  moved  with  far  greater  and  more  unaf- 
fecSled  diligence,  he  got  very  confiderably  the  ftart  of  the 
Kin2:. 

When  his  majefty  was  apprifed  that  M.  Daun 
had  gained  full  two  days  march  upon  him ;  that     July  S* 
he  had  actually  arrived  at  Gorlitz,  and  was  pufhing 
by  forced  marches  to  Lauban ;  his   great  purpofe  was  ob- 
tained.    Immediately  he  ftruck  into  M.  Daun's  track,  but 
wheeled  into  the  oppofite  direction,  repafted  the  Spree  near 
Bautzen,  and  whilft  every  one  imagined  him  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  Silefia,  he  fuddenly  fprung  up  like  a  mine  before 
Drefden.  The  army  of  the  Empire  retired.  Lacy's  corps  was 
obliged  to  fhift  its  fituation.     The  Pruffian  generals  Hulfea 
and  Ziethen,  who  had  probably  been  prepared  to  aCt  in  con- 
cert with  the  King,  joined  him  before  that  place, 
and  knowing  there  was  no  room  for  delay,  began    July  13* 
the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  vigour. 

Then  was  this  moft  unfortunate  city  a  third  time  expo- 
fed  to  the  fury  of  war.  The  inhabitants  fuffered  in  their 
habitations  for  the  weaknefs  of  the  works  ;  and  there  were 
armies  both  without  and  within  of  fwcb  mutual  and  deter- 
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mined  r^^ge,  ?.nd  {o  carelefs  of  all  things  but  their  enmity, 
that  they  little  fcrup]ed  to  ftrike  at  each  other  through 
the  bodies  of  the  fuffering  Saxons.  All  Europe  had  now 
its  eyes  turned  to  the  event  of  this  mafterly  manceuvre  ;  and 
certainly  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  eventful  war, 
nothing  appeared  rrore  v/orthy  of  regard,  nor  ai  any  time 
had  there  been  exhibited  a  piece  of  generalfhip  more  com- 
pleat,  than  the  condu6l  of  the  King  of  Pruflia's  march. 

Since  Dreulen  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians, 
it  had  been  lirengchensd  with  the  addition  of  feveral  new 
works,  The  burning  of  the  fuburbs  by  the  Pruffians,  in 
order  to  keep  them  out,  became  an  advantage  to  them 
when  they  came  to  pofTefs  the  town.  In  fhort,  the  place, 
was  rendered  in  all  refpe6ls  mere  defenfible  than  formerly^ 
It  had  alfo  a  very  large  garrifon  under  General  Macguire, 
^n  officer  of  courage  and  experience,  who  refolved  to  main- 
tain it  to  the  laft  extremity :  when  he  was  fummoned  to, 
furrendcr,  he  made  anfwer,  "  That  it  was  impolTible  the 
king  could  have  been  apprifed  with  his  being  entrufted  with 
the  command  of  that  capital  3  other^A^ife  fo  great  a  captain 
as  his  majefty  would  not  make  fuch  a  propofal  to  an  officer  of 
his  ftanding  :  that  he  would  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  man ; 
and  wait  v/hatever  the  king  fhould  think  proper  to  attempt." 

Both  parties  being  therefore  infpired  with  the  utmoft 
refolution,  the  one  to  attack,  the  other  to  defend,  the  fiege 
was  puftied  on  by  every  method  of  force  and  addrefs ;  there 
was  fcarce  any  intermiffion  of  aiTaults,  furprizes,  coups  de 
mains,  fall ies,  and  all  kind  of  a-flions  ufed  on  fuch  occafions  j 
and  all  the  moft  vigorous  in  their  way.  In  the  mean  time 
three  batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  played  continually,^ 
but  with  much  greater  damage  to  the  buildings  than  effedt 
on  the  fortifications. 

Marfhal  Daun  was  in  Silefia  when  he  heard  all  at  once 
cf  the  deceit  put  upon  him  by  the  King  of  Pruffia,  of  his 
return  to  Saxony,  of  the  fiege,  and  the  extreme  danger  of 
Drefden.  His  return  was  as  rapid  as  his  march  had  been, 
On  the  19th  he  appeared  within  a  league  of  Drefden.  His 
approach  only  caufed  the  Pruffians  to  redouble  their  efforts  5 
that  day  they  had  received  reinforcements  of  heavy  cannoi^ 
and  mortars,  and  battered  the  place  with  new  fury.  The 
cathedral  church,  the  new  fquare,  feveral  principal  ftreets, 
fome  palacos,  the  noble  manufadtory  of  porcelain,  were  all 
entirely  reduced  to  afhes. 
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The  fiege  continued  till  the  22d.  The  night  of  the  2  ift, 
M.  Daun  had  thrown  fixteen  battalions  into  Drefden.  It 
was  in  vain  to  continue  any  longer  the  pretence  of  befieg- 
ing  a  whole  -army  within  the  tov/n,  whilft  at  the  f?me  time 
there  was  another  army  to  reinforce  it  without.  The  king 
withdrew  his  forces  without  moleftation  from  the  fuburbs, 
though  there  were  three  confiderable  armies  of  the  enemy 
in  the  neighbourhood,  befides  that  which  was  within  the 
walls. 

Thus  ended,  without  the  fuccefs  fo  mafterly,  a  proceed- 
ing deferved,  the  King  of  Pruffia's  famous  ftratagem.  But 
the  want  of  fuccefs  can  detract  nothing  from  the  merit  of 
the  meafure.  By  drawing  Marfhal  Daun  from  Saxony  to 
Silefia  he  gained  the  ufe  of  eight  days,  free  of  obftru6lion 
from  the  enemy's  grand  army  ;  eight  days  at  a  time  when 
hours  and  even  moments  were  critical.  In  this  time  he 
had  certainly  a  chance  at  leaft  of  reducing  Drefden  -,  and  by 
the  pofTefiion  of  that  place  he  would  have  found  himfelf  in- 
finitely better  able  to  carry  his  arms  to  the  defence  of  every 
part  of  his  territories  for  the  prefent,  and  for  the  future 
would  have  that  great  place  of  retreat  in  cafe  of  any  misfor- 
tune. If  he  failed  in  this  attempt  his  affairs  were  precifely 
in  their  former  condition ;  and  he  could  not  fuffer  in  repu- 
tation by  having  made  it. 

As  the  King  of  Pruflia  could  not  be  blamed  for  the  fpeedy 
return  of  Marfhal  Daun,  and  the  confequences  of  that  re- 
turn ;  io  neither  in  effect  could  the  Marfhal  fuffer  any  jufl 
imputation  in  having  been  deceived  by  the  king's  march. 
He  knew  that  there  were  very  plaufible  motives  to  call,  and 
even  to  prefs  him  to  move  that  way.  He  knew  that  if  the 
king  fhould  get  into  Silefia  without  any  oppofition  from, 
him,  Laudohn  might  not  only  be  deprived  of  all  the  advan-. 
tages  he  could  hope  for  from  his  late  victory,  but  by  being 
attacked  by  the  united  armies  of  the  king  and  his  brother, 
would  run  the  rifque  of  a  defeat  that  might  fully  revenge 
that  of  Landfhut. 

Whatever  the  merit  of  either  of  the  commanders  might 
be  on  this  occafion,  it  is  certain  that  Laudohn  met  no  con- 
fiderable obflruction. 

But  Laudohn  who  faw  all  things  prepared  for  an  obfti- 
riate  defence,  did  not  wholly  truft  to  his  military  manoeu- 
vres. He  fent  a  letter  to  the  governor  Count  Tavenzien, 
tp  i^t^midate  him  by  th^  difplay  pf  hi§  itrenjgth.     He  fet 
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forth,  that  his  forces  confifted  of  50  battalions  and  8(5  fqua- 
drons  ;  that  the  Ruffian  army  of  75,000  men  were  within 
three  days  march  ;  that  it  was  in  vain  for  the  governor  to 
expect  fuccour  from  the  King  of  PruiTia,  who  was  then 
at  the  other  fide  of  th^  Elbe,  that  it  was  ftill  more  vain 
to  look  for  relief  from  Prince  Henry,  who  could  fcarce 
hope  to  ftand  his  own  ground  againlt  the  grand  army  of 
tlie  Ruffians  ;  that  in  ca!e  of  obltinacy  he  could  expect  no 
reafonable  terms  :  and  that  thefe  were  the  laft  that  fhould 
be  offered.  Moreover  he  reminded  him  that  the  place 
was  a  mercantile  town,  not  a  fortrefs  ;  and  that  he  could 
not  d^z\tr\d.  it  without  contravening  the  lav/s  of  war. 

Thefe  rules,  by  which  honour  is  reduced  to  a6i:,  not 
by  its  own  feelings,  but  according  to  intrinfical  circum- 
lla.nces ;  rules  by  v/hich  they  have  attempted  to  determine 
exactly  and  mechanically  that  niceft  of  alL  lines  which  dif- 
criminates  courage  from  rafhnefs,  form  one  of  the  flirongeil 
iiiftances  of  the  great  difference  between  the  antient  and 
modern  methods  and  ideas  of  war.  In  the  antient  times, 
a  brave  commander  would  have  anfwered  this  threatning 
rneffage  in  general  terms  of  defiance.  But  Count  Taven- 
zien  refpected  thefe  imaginary  lav/s.  He  took  care  to 
prove  that  in  defending  the  tovvm,  he  did  not  infringe 
them ;  and  fpoke  as  Laudohn  had  done  in  the  character 
of  a  military  jurifconfult,  as  well  as  a  foldier ;  he  gave 
for  reply.  That  the  town  of  Breflaw  being  furrounded 
with  works  and  wet  ditches,  was  to  be  confidered  as  a 
place  of  ftrength,  and  not  fimply  as  a  mercantile  town. 
That  the  Auffrians  themfelyes  defended  it  as  fuch  in  1757, 
after  the  battle  of  Liffa.  That  the  king  had  command- 
ed him  to  defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity,  that  therefore 
General  Laudohn  might  fee  it  was  not  from  humour  he 
had  refufed  to  liftcn  to  his  fummons.  That  he  was 
not  frighted  with  the  General's  threats  to  deftroy  the  town ; 
for  he  was  not  entruftedwith  the  care  of  the  houfes,  but 
the  fortifications. 

Laudohn  had  alfo  font  in  a  memorial  in  the  fame  menac- 
ing ftile,  where  he  thought  it  might  have  a  greater  effect, 
to  the  civil  magiftrates,  hoping  that  the  ruin  with  which 
the  town  was  threatened,  might  induce  them  join  with 
the  inhabitants,  to  perfuade  the  governor  to  a  fpeedy 
fiirrender. 

All  thefe  menacing  meafures  feemed   to  argue  a  fear  m 
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Baron  Laudolm,  that  the  Ruffians  were  not  fo  near  as  he 
pretended,  and  that  the  town  might  pofTibly  be  releivcd  be^ 
fore  their  arrival.  However  he  Ihewed  them,  at  nine  of  the 
very  evening  6t'  the  meflage,  that  his  threats  were  not  vain, 
by  a  terrible  difcharge  of  mortars  and  red  hot  balls  that 
fell  in  an  uninterrupted  fliower  upon  the  cityuntill  midnight. 
During  this  fierce  bombardment,  that  m.ade  a  dreadful 
havock  in  the  town,  he  attempted  the  out- works  by  aliault. 
His  Croats  attacked  the  covered-way  in  many  places  at  once, 
with  the  ufual  impetuofity  of  thofe  brave  irregulars  ;  but 
they  were  received  and  repulfed  with  a  refolution  equal  td 
their  own,  and  with  more  fleadinefs. 

This  operation  of  this  dreadful  night  having  made  no  im- 
prefHon  on  the  inflexible  determination  of  the  governor. 
Baron  Laudohnhad  once  more  recourfe  to  negotiation.  He 
now  changed  his  flile,  and  held  out  the  moil:  flattering  pro- 
portions j  offering  to  grant  him  what  capitulations  he  lliould 
think  proper  to  afk,  and  eVen  to  leave  himfelf  to  draw  up 
the  articles.  The  governor  replied  that  the  firing  the  town 
had  made  no  change  in  his  refolution  ;  and  he  would  wait 
with  firmnefs  for  the  enemy  upon  the  ramparts ;  but  that 
he  could  not  help  obferving  it  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  ■ 
arms  to  begin  the  fiege  of  a  fortrels,  by  ruining  its  inha-^ 
l)itants.  The  meflenger  made  anfwer,  that  the  trenches 
would  be  foon  opened.  The  governor  faid,  it  was  what 
he  had  long  expected. 

The  Auftrians,  foiled  in  their  hopes  from  treaty,  conti- 
nued to  batter  the  town,  and  made  feveral  attacks  upon 
the  out- works  for  three  days  fucceliively.  They  found  every 
poll  bravely  defended ;  the  Ruffian  army  did  not  appear^ 
.but  they  now  began  to  perceive  the  approach  of  another 
army  lefs  agreeable  ;  that  of  Prince  Henry  ;  which  having 
inarched  with  the  utmoft  diligence  from  Great  Glogau,  now 
came  fafl  upon  him ;  and  on  the  5th  of  Augufi:,  reached 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  town. 

Laudohn  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  put  the  advantages 
he  had  gained,  and  thofe  which  he  had  yet  to  expe£t  from 
the  management  of  time,  to  the  iifue  of  a  battle  ;  he  there- 
fore decamped  and  made  his  retreat  in  good  order,  but  with 
fufficient  quicknefs  ;  having  procured  from  this  enterprife 
only  the  wretched  fatisfadion  of  reducing  a  great  part  of 
the  city  to  a  heap  of  rubbifli,  and  of  bavins:  revenged  upofi 
Brellaw  fome  part  of  the  fufterings  of  Dreften. 

CHAP. 
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^aufe  of  thg  Jlotvnefs  of  the  Allies  and  French,  Advantaget^ 
on  -the  fide  of  the  French,  Differences  between  BrogUoand 
St.  (Germain.  Marburg  ana  Dillenburg  taken  by  the 
French.  Battle  of  Corbach.  Hereditary  Prince  wounded; 
Surpri%e  and  defeat  of  Monfieur  Glaubitz  at  Ermfdorfi 
Thf  Allies  chafzge  their  camp.     Action  at  Warbourg, 

THE  French  and  allied  armies  had  been  reinforced  iii 
the  manner  we  have  already  mentioned.  But  the 
vigour  of  their  operations  did  not  altogether  correfporid  with 
•what  might  have  been  expelled  from  their  flrength  and 
mutual  animofity.  The  campaign,  at  leaft  in  any  efFeftivCJ 
manner,  opened  late.  A  country  which  had  been  fo  long 
the  theatre  of  fo  ruinous  a  war,  had  been  too  much  wafted 
to  make  the  fubfiftence,  and  confequently  the  free  motioil 
of  the  armies  eafy.  The  winter  had  been  fevere  and  lon^; 
and  it  was  not  untill  the  green  forage  appeared  plentifully 
above  ground,  that  thofe  great  bodies  of  cavalry,  which 
make  fo  large  a  part  in  our  modern  armies,  were  in  a 
condition  to  a61:.  The  fufferings  of  the  Englifti  horfe, 
from  a  want  of  dry  forage,  during  a  great  part  of  the 
winter  and  the  fpring  had  been  extreme  ;  this  obliged  them 
to  fall  much  farther  back  from  the  French  cantonments; 
and  to  moleft  them  lefs  than  they  otherwife  would  have  done. 
It  was  befides  a  lofs,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign, 
they  had  fo  extenfive  a  tra6t  between  them  and  Hanover ; 
which  by  an  artful  choice  ofpofts  might  have  been  yielded 
ftep  by  Irep,  and  the  campaign  fo  managed  and  fpun  out, 
that  the  feafon  of  aftion  muft  have  expired,  before  the 
French  could  have  reaped  any  decifive  advantage  from  their* 
fuperiority. 

Although  the  French  were  during  the  winter  fupplled"' 
far  better  than  the  allies  with  all  neceflaries  by  the  com- 
Inand  of  the  Maine,  the  Mofelle  and  the  Rhine  ;  and  that 
the  countries  at  their  back  had  been  much  lefs  confumed 
by  the  war;  yet  the  fame  difficulties  embarrafled  them  a^ 
ioon  as  they  thought  of  taking  the  field,  and  quitting  their 
advantageous  cantonment.  Therefore  there  was  a  flow-s 
nefs  in  the  principal  armies  upon  both  parts,  until  the  mid- 
dle of  fummcr. 
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Not  however,  but  that  fomething  was  attempted  In  this 
interval,  by  lelier  parties.  On  the  fide  of  the  Rhine,  fome 
atStions  happened  between  the  army  of  St.  Germain,  and 
the  corps  of  General  Sporken,  who  was  polled  at  Dulmen, 
to  obferve  the  French  in  that  quarter.  Dulmen  formed 
the  rio;ht  flank  of  the  chain  of  cantonments  made  by  the 
allied  army,  which  extended  its  left  to  the  fouth-eaft  fron- 
tiers of  the  country  of  Hefle,  above  an  hundred  and  fifty 
«iiles  diftant.  The  Hereditary  Prince  who  was  on  that 
wing,  exerted,  as  much  as  circumftances  would  permit,  his 
ufual  a6livity  and  enterprize.  He  threw  himfelf  into  the 
diftrict  of  Fuida  ;  he  laid  it  under  an  heavy  contribution 
and  broke  up  feveral  French  corps  that  wire  pofted  there. 

Thcfe  atSlions  decided  nothing.  The  French  army  fu- 
perior  in  numbers,  and  in  fituation,  advanced  ;  and  the 
allies,  who  feemed  to  have  chofen  the  defenfive,  graduallv 
retired.  In  effect,  if  the  French  had  purfued  their  original 
plan,  it  would  have  proved  almoft  impoffible  for  the  allied 
army  to  maintain  its  ground.  If  St.  Germain,  poffeffed  of 
Cleves,  Wefel,  and  Duffeldorp,  had  advanced  on  the  frde . 
of  Munfter  ;  and  M.  Broglio  moving  forward  through  the 
country  of  Hefle,  had  made  a  ftrong  detachment  to  thQ 
eaftward  of  the  Wefer,  whiiil  with  his  main  body  he  en- " 
gaged  the  attention  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  the  allies  would 
ihortly  have  found  themfelves  enclofed  upon  three  fides  ; 
and  nothing  could  have  extricated  them  but  a  capital  vic- 
tory obtained  under  every  difadvantage. 

The  French  army  was   fufHciently  numerous  for  thefe 
operations.     But  it  was  fufp.e6ted  that  the  jealoufy  which 
fubfifled  between  M.  de    St.    Germain    and  the  Duke  of 
Eroglio  prevented  their  being  carried  into  execution.     This 
mifunderftanding    daily     increafed.     Infomuch,    that    M. 
Broglio  thought  iit  to  order  the  corps    of  St.  Germain  to. 
unite  itfelf  v/ith  the  grand  army.     The   count,   who  could 
not  brook  obedience  to  a  younger   officer,  and  one  befides  , 
with   whom    he  v/as    not  on   the  beft  terms,  re- 
tired from  the  fervice.     He  had  only  ferved  be-    July  23. 
fore  upon  condition  of  commanding  an  army  en- 
tirely di{lin6l,  and  under  his  own  particular  orders.     This 
difference  deprived  France  of  one  of  its  rncil  able  generals, 
and    difconcerted    one    of  its    moff    promifed    fchemcs    of 
©peration. 

before  this  mifundci Handing  had  produced  thefe  effeds, 
D  '  the 
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the  affairs  of  the  French  went  on  with  all  imaginable 
profperity.  The  principal  army  not  retarding  itfelf,  by 
confideration  of  the  places  of  ftrength  which  the  allieg 
pofTeffed  in  their  front,  th-e  caftles  of  Marburg  and  Dillen- 
bourg,  pufhed  forward  into  the  landgraviate  of  HefTe, 
leaving  detachments  to  reduce  thofe  fortreffes.  The  firft 
of  which  furrendered  on  the  30th  of  June,  the  latter  held 
out  to  the  16th  of  July ;-  but  the  garrifons  of  both  fur- 
rendeiX^d  prifoners  of  war. 

In  the  mean  time  whilft  M.  Broglro  advanced 
July  ic.  on  the  fide  of  Heffe ;  the  corps  of  St.  Germain 
had  penetrated  through  the  dutchy  of  Weftphalia, 
and  the  two  armies  joined  near  a  place  called  Corbach. 
The  allied  army  had  fallen  back  from  the  poft  they  occu- 
pied at  Fritzlar,  and  were  retreating  towards  the  river 
Dymel.  As  yet  they  had  received  no  advice  of  the  dreaded 
junction  of  the  French  armies  ;  but  as  it  was  imagined  that 
the  corps  of  St.  Germain  only  moved  that  way,  and  the 
vanguard  only  of  that  corps  could  be  arrived  at  Carbach, 
which  could  not  be  eftimated  at  more  than  10,000  foot, 
and  17  fquadrons  at  the  utmoft,  the  Hereditary  Prince 
formed  a  fceme  of  attacking  and  driving  them  from  that 
poft. 

When  he  had  begun  the  attack,  contrar)^  to  hrs  expec- 
tation he  found  the  enemy  already  formed  ;  but  it  was  nov^; 
impoffible  to  recede.  The  a6lion  grew  every  moment* 
more  furious  and  bloody.  The  French  ftood  their  ground 
with  firmnefs,  and  the  main  army  being  extremely  near^' 
inftead  of  being  wafted  m  the  action,  they  grew  more  nu- 
merous by  the  reinforcements  that  were  continually  fent. 

In  this  fituation  it  was  necefiary  that  the  Prince  fhould 
make  as  fpeedy  a  retreat  as  poftible  ;  but  the  difficulty  of 
drawing  out  of  the  field  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  before  ail^ 
enemy  quite  frefii,  and  every  inftant  reinforced,  may  be 
enfily  imagined.  To  compleat  this  difficulty,  fome  bodies 
of  the  German  troops  both  horfe  and  foot  fell  into  great 
confufion.  The  enemy  faw  it  at  the  firft  glance,  and  to 
increafe  it  to  the  utmoft  diforder,  puftied  forward  upon 
them  with  a  numerous  artillery  and  a  large  body  of  cavalry. 
The  allied  army  feemed  to  be  in  the  way  of  inevitable  ruin. 

In  this  exigence  the  Hereditary   Prince,    as  his  laft  re- 
fource,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of  Bland'^ 
and  Howard's  regiments  of  dragrooj^.     By  thefe  the  un- 
common 
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common  heroirm  of  their  young  leader  was  perfei^tly  fe- 
conded.  They  charged  the  enemy  with  the  utmoft  fury, 
flopped  their  career  of  their  victorious  horfe  ;  and  enabled 
the  alied  battalions  to  make  an  undifturbed  retreat. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  was  wounded  in  this  a6lion ; 
about  900  men  were  killed,  wounded,  or  prifoners,  fifteen 
pieces  of  cannon,  the  whole  of  the  artillery,  was  left  to  the 
enemy,  but  Hill  in  their  circumftances  to  have  avoided  a 
total  defeat,  was  in  fome  fort  victory.  The  well-timed 
impetuofity  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
Englifh  horfe,  could  not  be  too  highly  praifed.  The  Prince 
retired  to  the  main  army  of  the  allies,  who  had  now  pofTef- 
fed  themfelves  of  the  ftrong  poft  of  Saxenhaufen :  whilil 
the  French  continued  oppofite  to  them  in  the  no  lefs  ftrong 
poft  of  Corbach,  v/hich  they  had  acquired  by  their  victory  ; 
End  here  for  fome  time  they  watched  each  other. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  fuffered  more  by  this  check  than 
from  the  wounds  he  had  received.  His  mind,  forgetful  of 
his  pain  and  weaknefs,  only  brooding  over  his  defeat,  feek- 
ing  out  with  anxiety  an  opportunity  of  revenging  his  lofs 
by  fome  bold,  fignal,  and  unexpe£ted  ftroke  againft  the 
enemy.  It  was  not  long  before  an  opportunity  prefented 
itfelf.   ^ 

Advice  had  been  received,  that  among  the  detachments 
which  the  French  employed  to  reduce  thofe  fortrefles 
which  the  allies  had  garrifoned  on  their  retreat,  there  was 
one  very  confiderable,  formed  of  French  and  Saxon,  under 
Monf.  Glaubitz,  moving  towards  Zigenhagen,  a  place  of 
importance  in  the  landgrave  of  HefTe.  The  Hereditary 
Prince  undertook  to  relieve  it,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  feledled  fix  battalions  of  the  German  troops,  14  July, 
two  brigades  of  hunters,  a  regiment  of  huftars, 
and  Eliot's  light  dragoons.  Although  this  laft  corps  was 
but  juft  arrived,  had  been  newly  raifed,  and  had  never  feen 
any  kind  of  fervice,  the  Prince  was  fo  well  pleafed  with 
their  countenance,  that  he  chofe  them  preferably  to  all 
other  for  his  difficult  enterprize,  and  the  event  proved  that 
he  was  not  miftaken. 

Monf.  Glaubitz  remained  in  the  moft   perfe£l  fecurlty  ; 

he  was  under  no  fort  of  apprehenfion    pf  being    molefted 

by  a  detachment  of  an   army  fixty   miles   diftance,    under 

^he  eye,  and  as  it  were,  guard  of  a  fuperigr  body  which. 
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demanded  all  its  attention  ;  when  on  a  fudden  he 
July  16.  found  himfelf  attacked  with  the   utmoft  violence. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  having  reconnoitred  his 
pofition,  made  a  detour  of  two  leagues  through  woods  and 
mountains,  fell  upon  his  left,  whilft  the  reft  of  his  troops 
climbed  the  mountains  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  rulhed 
with  the  fame  fpirit  upon  the  right. 

Glaubitz  had  fcarce  time  to  form  his  troops  ;  and  they 
were  only  formed  to  be  immediately  broken.  They  retired 
with  precipitation,  leaving  their  camp  and  all  it  contained 
to  the  enemy.  The  Prince  had  fo  difpofed  his  cavalry  as 
fo  cut  ofF  the  retreat  of  fome  j  but  the  moft  confiderable 
part  gained  ground  upon  him.  On  this  occafion  he  relied 
entirely  on  Elliot's  horfe,  as  it  was  altogether  impoffible 
for  the  infantry,  already  haraffed  by  the  action,  and  a  moft 
fatiguing  forced  march  of  two  days,  to  follow  them.  At 
the  head  of  this  horfe  he,  overtook  the  fugitives  as  they 
came  out  of  a  wood,  charged  and  broke  them  five  different 
times,  feperated  a  body  of  500  from  the  reft,  furrounded 
them,  and  obliged  them  to  throw  down  their  arms.  Hav- 
ing routed  this,  with  the  like  rapidity,  he  flew  to  another 
body  who  had  taken  poft  near  ft  wood,  furrounded  them  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  fummoned  and  received  them  all  prifo- 
ners  of  war.  A  regiment  of  the  enemy's  huflars  was  en- 
tirely cut  to  pieces.  Nothing  was  wanting  to  compleat  his 
i'i6tory.  Elliot's  light  horfe,  proud  to  be  led  on  by  the 
Prince  himfelf,  and  worthy  of  that  honour,  had  the  greateft 
fhare  of  the  glory  and  fufferings  of  that  day.  So  young  a 
corps  had  never  fo  eminently  diftinguiftied  itfclf.  No  more 
than  79  of  the  allies  were  killed  in  this  action,  but  of  thefe 
yi  were  of  this  fmgle  regiment. 

The  numbers  of  the  enemy  killed  is  not  known,  but  for  a 
tirhe  the  fiaughter  was  terrible.  General  Glaubitz  himfelf 
war;  made  prifoner,  together  with  the  Prince  of  Anhalt. 
There  were  befides  177  oiHicers,  and  2482  private  men. 
A  2;reater  number  of  prifoners  could  fcarely  be  expelled 
from  a  vidory  in  a  general  engagement.  The  trophies 
were  nine  pair  of  colours  and  fix  pieces  of  cannon.  In  all 
the  Petite  Gurrc  of  this  campaign,  (and  the  campaign  be- 
tween the  French  and  the  allies  was  almoft  wholly  made  up 
of  fuch,)  this  was  by  far  the  moft  billiant  action  ;  and  alone 
might  have  eftablifhed  the  reputation  of  the  Hereditary 
Prince,  if  any  thing  had  been  wanting  to  eftablifh  him  the 

firft 
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firft  man  of  his  age,  in  that  fpecies  of  war.  He  returned 
to  the  camp  of  Saxenhaufen,  v/ithout  moleftation,  having 
fully  revenged  the  affair  of  Corbach. 

Prince  Ferdinand  did  not  remain  long  after  this  a<9:ion 
in  his  camp  at  Saxenhaufen.  By  fo  advanced  a  pofition,  the 
landgraviate,  and  even  Hanover,  lay  too  open  to  the  enemies 
incurfions.  He  therefore  took  his  carnp  at  a  place  called 
KalLe,  in  a  fiuation  nearer  to  CafTel  On  this  M.  Broglio 
formed  a  plan,  which  the  greatnefs  of  his  army  in  feme 
fort  enabled  him  to  execute.  The  Chevalier  ds  Muy,  who 
commanded  4n  the  room  of  the  Count  St.  Germain,  was 
ordered  to  crofs  the  Dymel  at  Statbergen,  with  his  referve, 
confiftingof  35,000  men,  in  order  to  cut  ofFthe  allies  from 
their  communication  with  Weftphalia.  Whilft  the  reft  of 
the  French,  dividing  themfelves  into  two  bodies,  moved, 
the  main  army  under  M.  Broglio  towards  Duke  Ferdinand's 
camp  at  Kalle,  the  referve  under  Prince  Xavier  of  Saxony 
tov/ards  CaiTel. 

Thefe  important  movements  obliged  Prince  Ferdinand  t<9 
fet  himfelf  alfo  in  motion  ;  and  as  he  was  not  in  a  C(\)ndition 
to  make  detachments  of  fufficient  ftrength,  he  croffed  the 
Dymel  with  his  grand  army,  in  order  to  fight  the  Chevalier 
de  Muy. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  formed  his  m^in  body  on  -r  . 
the  heights  of  Corbach,  and  moved  towards  the  ^  *'^  ^' 
enemy,  who  were  advantageoufly  pofted  near  Warbourg  ; 
in  the  mean  time  the  Hereditary  Prince  with  two  columns 
wheeled  round  the  enemy's  left,  and  began  a  vigorous  at- 
tack at  once  upon  that  flank,  and  upon  their  rear.  The 
French  commander  poured  reinforcements  on  that  quarter. 
An  hot  engagement  was  there  maintained  with  equal  obfti- 
nacy  for  near  four  hours.  Whilft  this  combat  continued 
,  with  uncertain  fortune  on  the  left.  Prince  Ferdinand  caufed 
fome  bodies  to  file  ofF  towards  the  French  bridges  on  the 
Dymel  to  their  right,  by  which  he  propofed  to  attack  alfo 
on  that  fide,  and  intercept  them  on  their  retreat ;  at  the 
fame  time  the  main  of  his  army  advanced  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front. 

The  French  now  faw  themfelves  in  the  moft  imminent 
danger  of  being  furrounded.  Already  their  left,  attacked 
in  flank  and  rear  by  the  Hereditary  Prince,  began  te  give 
^yay  :  his  fire  became  every  moment  fuperior  5  and  the  ear- 
lieft  retreat  was  the  faf«ft. 

As 
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As  foon  as  Prince  Ferdinand  perceived  the  enemy  to  re- 
tire, he  faw  it  abfolutely  in  vain  to  think  of  bringing  his 
infantry  upon  their  front.  The  Englifh  cavalry  alfo,  upon 
which  he  chiefly  confided,' was  too  diflant  to  give  almoft 
any  hope  that  they  could  be  made  to  a61:.  But  the  Englifh 
cavalry  out-did  his  expectations,  and  indeed  all  former  ex- 
amples. They  confidered  thcmfelves  as  defrauded  of  their 
ihare  of  the  glory'  of  Alinderi  :  and  they  pant^  for  an  oc- 
cafion  of  fignalizing  their  CQurage  ;  and  their  commanders. 
Lord  Granby  and  Moftyn»,  forwarded  their  ardour,  know- 
ing that  great  a£lio^s  are  commonly  tranfgreffions  of  ordi- 
nary rules. 

They  came  up  five  miles  on  a  full  trot,  (the  Germans 
called  it  a  gallop)  without  being  blown,  without  the  leafl 
confufion  or  diforder,  and  attacked  the  enemies  cavalry  and 
infantry  feveral  times.  The  grcateft  part  of  the  enemies 
horfefcll  back  and  did  notftand  the  charge.  The  Englifh 
artillery  were  brought  up  with  the  fame  furprizing  quick- 
ticfs,  and  employed  with  the  fame  powerful  effect.  Captain 
Phillips  had  done  mcrevvith  artillery  than  had  been  thought 
pofTibie  at  Minden ;  and  he  exceeded  it  at  Warbourg, 
The  Englifh  foot  vied  with  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  and 
made  fuch  earneil  efForts  to  com.e  to  aclion,  that  in  flrain- 
ing  their  paffage  through  morally  ground  and  in  burning- 
weather,  feverai  foldiers  dropped  down  on  their  march. 
But  they  were  too  late  to  engage,  and  probably  in  their 
wailed  condition  it  vv'as  well  that  it  fo  happened. 

The  French  made  a  precipitate  retreat  towards  Statbers;  ; 
feveral  were  drowned  in  pafUng  the  Dymel ;  1500  were  left 
oh  the  field  of  battle  ;  as  many  were  made  prifoners.  Ten 
pieces  of  cannon  were  taken  ;  but  they  confoled  themfelves 
in  having  lofl  no  colours.  The  lofs  of  the  allied  army  in 
general  has  not  been,  that  I  can  find,  publifhed.  That  of 
the  Englifh  in  killed,  wounded,  and  miiiing,  was  590,  but 
then  the  battle  lay  chiefly  on  them,  and  the  killed  included 
in  that  number  were  but  about  130  (a). 

I        1 

(a)     Prince    Ferdinand   of  Bruvfnvick''s    Letter    fo    His  Majefly, 
particularijifig  the  Battle   of  Warbourg, 

SIR,  .  Warbourg,  J9ug,  i. 

I  Have  the  honour  of  acquainting  your  ATajefly  with  tlie  dt^^Qat 
of  tlie  Hferve  uwder  the  CheVuilier  de  Muy  •  who  having  palfed 

ihe 
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So  brilliant  a  fuccefs  following  clofe  on  the  heels  of  the 
former,  raifed  the  reputation  of  the  allied  arms.  As  con- 
fiderable  an  advantage  might  have  well  been  expected  froni, 

iti 


the  Dymel  2X  Staclbergen,  extended  his  corps  down  tlie  banks  of 
that  river,  in  order  to  cut  me  off  from  Wtjlphalia,  wliilit  M.  de 
Bro^lio  was  advancing  with  liis  main  army  tov/ards  my  camp  at 
Kailt-y  and  Prince  Xa^ier  with  his  referve,  on  our  left  towards 
CaJJel.  Hereupon  I  -deteriTrined  to  leave  General  Kielmanjegge 
with  a  body  of  troop!-  at  Cajfel  for  the  protection  of  that  city,  and! 
to  march  myfelf  wdth  the  army  the  night  of  the  30th,  in  order  to 
pafs  the  Dy?nel  between  Liebenau  and  Dringelburg ;  w^hich  was 
happily  executed.  Tiie  Hereditary  Prince  who  had  palTed  the 
Dymel  on  the  29th,  to  go  and  reinforce  General  Sporcke  (who  was 
pofted  ^nce  the  28th  between  Liebenau  and  Corbeke)  reconnitred 
the  pofnion  of  tiie  Chevalier  ^e  Muy,  who  from  the  30th  in  tlic 
iaiorning  was  in  poffeffion  of  a  very  advantageous  camp  between 
Warbourg  and  Ochjendorff,  It  was  agreed,  that  the  Prince  and 
M.  Sporcke  ihould  turn  the  enemy's  left,  whilll  I  advanced  with  the 
army  upon  their  front ;  whicli  was  done  with  all  pollible  fuccefs  % 
the  enemy  being  attacked  almoft  in  the  fame  inllant  by  M.  Sporcke 
and  the  Hereditary  Prince  in  flank  and  in  rear.  As  the  infantry 
of  the  army  could  not  march  fall  enough,  to  charge  at  the  fame 
time,  I  ordered  my  Lord  Granby  to  advance  with  the  cavalry  of 
the  right.  Tlie  Englijh  artillery  got  up  on  a  gallops  and  feconded 
the  attack  in  a  furprizing  manner.  All  the  troops  have  done  well, 
and  particularly  X\vq  Engl;Jh,  The  French  cavalry,  though  very 
numerous,  retreated,  as  foon  as  ours  advanced  to  charge  them, 
excepting  only  three  fquadrons*,  that  kept  their  ground,  but 
were  foon  broke.  A  part  of  the  Englijh  cavalry  then  fell  upon 
tlie  enemy's  infantry,  which  fuffered  extremely  ;  and  particularly 
the  regiment  of  Lockmann  S^ifs,  I  ordered  an  attack  to  be  made 
on  the  town  of  Warbourg  by  the  Legion  Britannique ;  and  the 
enemy  finding  tliemfelves  thus  attacked  upon  their  two  flanks,  in. 
front  and  rear,  retired  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  and  with 
the  lofs  of  many  men,  as  well  from  the  fire  of  our  artillery,  as 

from 

*  [A  fquadron  of  French  hor/*e  when  complete,  is  160  men, 
cf  dragoons  180.— -This  ferves  to  confirm  what  Colonel  S/oper 
faid  on  Lord  G.5'i  trial,  That  had  the  front  of  the  cavalry  moved 
faft  enough  to  have  obliged  the  regiment  he  commanded  to  have 
gall.ped,  it  was  his  opinion  it  would  have  come  up  fit  for  bufinefs^ 
and  would  have  teat  any  three  Frensh  fquadions  it  could  iiavc, 
met  with.] 
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it;  but  according  to  the  ufual  play  of  fortune  in  this  war, 
the  firft  account  that  followed  the  defeat  of  fo  large  a  part 
of  the  French  army,  was,  that  with  a  rapid  and  unrefifted 

tide 


from  the  attacks  of  the  cavalry.  Many  were  drowned  in  thd 
Dymel  in  attempting  to  ford  it.  The  enemy's  lofs  in  men  is  very 
confiderable :  I  cannot  exactly  afcertain  it,  but  it  i»  fuppofed,  that 
tliey  have  left  fifteen  hundred  men  upon  the  field  of  battle ;  and 
tke  amount  of  llie  prifoners  we  have  made,  probably  exceeds  that 
number.  We  have  taken  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  with  fome  colours. 
The  lofs  on  our  fide  is  very  moderate,  and  falls  chiefly  upon  the 
brave  battalion  of  MaxiveWs  EngHJh  Grenadiers,  which  did  won- 
ders. Colonel  Beckunth,  who  commanded  the  brigade,  forn^d 
of  Englijh  Grenadiers  and  Scotch  Highlanders^  diflinguifhed  him- 
felf  greatly,  aild  has  been  wounded  in  the  head. 

My  Lord  Granhy^  with  the  EngUJh  cavalry,  has  contributed 
extremely  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  day.  I  charge  Capf.  Faucitt,  his 
LordlTiip's  Aid-de-Camp,  with  this  letter,  to  be  delivered  to  your 
Majefty,  and  to  give  your  Majefty  a  more  particular  account  of 
ihe  adion  from  his  own  mouth,  till  lean  have  the  honour  of  lay- 
ing at  your  Majefly's  feet  a  more  extenfive  and  circumftantial  re- 
lation. 

/  aniy  njoith  the  moft  profound  refpeSy 

Sir,  Tour  Majejiys  moji  obedient  coujln  andfervant, 

Ferdinand  Due  de    Brunjhvic  tj  de  Lunebourg* 

Toe  Marquis  ofGranifs  tetter  to  the  Earl  of  Holdernejfe, 

IT  is  with  the  greatefl  fatisfaftion,  that  I  have  the  honour  of 
acquainting  your  Lordlhip  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Hereditary 
Prince  yelterday  morning. 

General  Sporker^s  corps  marched  from  the  camp  at  Kalle  Lie- 
henau,  about  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  29th  ;  the  Hereditary 
Prince  loUowed,  the  fame  evening,  with  a  body  of  troops,  among 
which  were  two  EngHJh  battalions  of  Grenadies,  tlie  two  of 
Highlanderf,  and  four  fquadrons  of  Dragoons,  Cope's  and 
Connjoay's, 

The  army  was  under  anns  all  the  day  on  the  30th  ;  and 
about  eleven  at  night,  marched  off  in  fix  columns  to  Liebenau, 
About  five  the  next  morning,  the  whole  army  alfcmbled,  and 
formed  on  the  heights  of  Corbeke,  The  Hereditary  Prince  was, 
at  this  time,  marching  in  two  columns,  in  order  to  turn  the 
enemy's  left  flank  ;  which  lie  did,  by  marching  to  Donhelburg, 
leaving  Klein- Eder  oii  his  left,  and  forming  in  two  lines,  with  his 

left 
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tide  of  fuccefs,  they  had  reduced  CalTel,  Eimbach,  and 
Ziegenhayn  J  by  which  they  became  mafters  of  the  whole 
landgraviate  of  Hefle  3  that  they  had  pufhed  into  the  king's 

territories* 


left  towards  i^t^j^/,  and  his  right  near  Grimbeck,  oppofite  to  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy,  whofe  pofition  was.  with  the  left  totlie 
high  hill  near  OJjhidorff,  and  their  right  to  ^'aibourg,  into  which 
place  they  had  flimg  Fijcher''s  corps.  The  Hereditary  prince  im- 
mediately attacked  the  enemy's  flank ;  and  after  a  veryfharp  dif- 
pute,  obliged  tliem  to  give  way  ;  and,  by  a  continual  lire,  kept 
forcing  thejn  to  fall  back  upon  Warhourg,  The  army  was,  at 
this  time,  marching  with  the  greatefi  diligence  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  front ;  but  the  infantry  could  not  get  up  in  time  ;  Ge- 
neral iValdegra^e^  at  the  head  of  the  Britijh^  prefTed  their  march 
as  much  as  pofhble  ;  no  troops  could  fliew  more  eagernefs  to  get 
up,  than  they  fheVved.  Maiiy  of  the  men,  from  the  heat  of  the 
iveather,  and  over-itrainlng  themfelvesto  get  on,  through  morafly 
and  very  difficult  ground,  dropped  down  on  their  march. 

General  Moji^n^  who  v/as  at  tlie  head  of  tlie  Britijh  cavalry 
that  was  formed  on  the  right  of  our  infantry,  on  the  other  fide  of 
a  large  wood,  upon  receiving  tlie  Dukts  orders  to  come  up  with 
the  cavalry  as  faft  as  polTible,  made  fo  much  expedition,  bringing 
them  up  at  a  full  trot,  though  tlie  difrance  was  near  five  miles, 
that  the  Britijh  cavalry  had  tlie  happinefs  to  arrive  in  time,  to 
Ihare  the  glory  of  the  d^y,  having  fuccefsfully  charged  feveral 
times  both  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  infantry. 

I  lliould  do  injufiice  to  the  general  officers,  to  every  ofHcer  and 
private  man,  of  the  cavalry,  if  I  did  not  beg  your  lordfliip  would 
alfure  his  majefly,  that  nothing  could  exceed  their  gallant  beha- 
viour on  that  cccalion. 

Captain  Phillips  made  fo  much  expedition  with  his  cannon,  as 
to  have  an  opportunity,  by  a  fevere  cannonade,  to  oblige  thofe 
who  had  pafTed  the  Djmel,  and  were  formed  on  the  other  fide>  to 
retire  with  the  utmoii  precipitation. 

I  received  his  Serene  HigbnfjYs  orders  yeflerday  in  the  evening, 
to  pafs  the  river  after  them,  with  12  ^/ //?//??  battalions,  and  10 
fquadrons ;  and  am  now  encamped  upon  the  heights  of  Wilda, 
about  four  miles  from  lVarbourg,  on  the  heights  of  which  their 
grand  army  is  encamped. 

M.  de  Muy  is  now  retiring  from  the  heightsof^<?/i?iB.i^»,  where 
he  lay  under  arms  laft  night,  towards  Wolffl^agen,  I  cannot  give 
yourlordfhip  an  account  of  the  lofs  on  either  fide.  Capt.  Faucitt, 
whom  I  fend  oii"  with  this,  fhallget  all  intelligence  he  "can  upon 
tills  head  before  he  fetsoff* 

lam.^c,    G  R  A  N  B  y. 
£  P.  S. 
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territories,  feized  upon  Gottingen  and  Mynden,  and  threat- 
ened Hanover  itfelf.  In  fhort,  almoft  the  worft  confe- 
quences  which  could  have  arifen  from  a  defeat  follow^^ed  a 

victory  ; 


P.  S.  Saturday  morning  fix  o'clock.  I  have  juft  joined  the 
grand  army  with  my  detachment. 

[Capt.  Faucitt  arrived  at  London  In  the  afternoon  Auguji^^  and 
according  to  a  flioi  t  account  of  this  action  publifhed  in  a  gazette- 
extraordinary  in  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  M.  Muys  corps  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  upwardsof  3^  ,000  men  ;  the  hereditary  Pr/«f^"s  corps, 
when  joined  to  that  of  Gen.  Sporke,  confifled  of  2 4 battalions  and 
22  fquadrons.] 

Total  lofs  fuflained  in  tlit  cavalry  in  killed,  wounded  and  mif- 
fmg,  164.  Total  lofs  fuflained  in  the  Grenadiers  and  Highlanders 
in  killed,  woimding  and  miffing,  41^.  Bombardiers,  gunners, 
and  matrofies,  killed,  wounded  and  mifTing,  11.     Total  590. 

liis  Serene  Hlghnefs  Prince  Ferdinand's  Orders  after  the  Battle, 

JVarbourg  Campy  Friday ^  Augujl  i,  1760, 
HIS  Serene  Highnefs  again  renews  the  compliments  of  thanks, 
tliat  he  gave  in  general  terms  yefterday  to  the  generals,  officers, 
regiments,  and  cotps,  who  were  then  engaged,  and  who,  by  their 
valour  and  excellent  condutft,  gained  fo  complete  a  vi(fl:ory  over 
the  enemy;  and  orders  his  thanks  to  bepublickly  given  to  Lord 
Granby,  luider  whofe  orders  the  Britijh  cavalry  performed  pro- 
digies of  valour,  which  they  could  not  fail  of  doing,  having  his 
Lopdfhip  at  their  head,  and  the  other  general  officers  of  the  Britijk 
cavalry,  who  by  their  examples  fhewed  the  troops  they  led  to 
the  charge,  how  nuich  they  afted  with  an  aftonifhing  courage, 
and  a  prefence  of  mind  not  to  be  equalled.  His  Serene  Highnejs  is 
much  oligedto  them,  and  gives  infinite  thanks  as  well  to  theiti, 
as  to  all  the  officers  in  general,  and  in  particular  to  the  whole 
Jiritijh  cavalry,  and  principally  to  Lieutenaat-Colonfl  John/on  of 
Qon^way^s  regjmcnt  ;  the  family  of  Lord  Granby,  in  particular 
Capt.  Vaughafi,  are  hereby  defired  to  receive  the  fame  compli- 
meat  of  thanks,  as  they  conflantly  attended  'LoidGranby  in  the 
different  attacks  of  the  cavalry,  and  executed  his  Lordlhip's 
orders  in  the  moft  puniffual  manner. 

The  corps  of  brave  Grenadiers,  who  fo  mnch  contributed  to 
the  glorious  fiiccefs  of  tlie  day  receive  by  this  the  jufl  praifc 
due  to  tliem.  Hi«  Serene  Hi^bnefs  cannot  enough  acknowledge 
how  raucli  cftceni  and  regard  he  has  for  them  :  He  orders  liis  beft 
tlunks  to  Lieutcnaiit-Colond  BtcUdth  and  Major  MaxiviH,  as 

alfo 
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vi£l:ory  ;  and  whilft  in  England  we  gave  loofe  to  our  joy 
on  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms,  the  French  were  taking  the 
moft  importa.n^  places  cf  our  allies. 

The  fa6i:  was  that  Prince  Ferdinand  muft  have  been  fen- 
fible,  that  in  quitting  his  camp  at  Kalle,  and  taking  poft  to 
the  northward  of  the  Dymel,  he  in  a  great  meafure,  laid 
open  CafTel  and  the  whole  territory  of  HeiTe  to  the  French  ; 
nay,  that  by  this  movement  nothing  was  left  to  hinder  their 
entering  the  Hanoverian  dominions  on  the  right  of  the 
Wefer.     But  notwithftanding   thefe   rifques,   the  ftep   he 

E  2  took 


alfo  to  the  three  Captains  of  the  ^r//:}^  artillery,  Phillips,  WBaine 
and  SttruerVf  who  fo  well  managed  their  artillery.  All  the  re- 
giments under  the  command  of  iiis  Sere^te  Highneji  the  Hereditary 
l^rince,  and  Lieut.  Gen.  Spore  ken,  from  the  Generals  down  to  the 
private  men,  are  particularly  thanked  by  his  Serene  Highnefs, 
for  the  good  condudt  and  courage  with  which  they  fought 
yeftcrday. 

Major-General  Bredenbeck,  at  the  head  oi  Copes  regiment,  who 
fignalized  himfelf  fo  much,  is  efpecially  thanked,  as  is  Colonel 
Hund  of  the  Ht£lan  artillery'  by  whofe  care  his  artillery  was  fo 
xvell  managed. 

Major  Eulonv,  with  the  Britijh  Legion  manoeuvred  the  whole 
day  in  the  id^co.  of  the  enemy,  and  who  did  them  infinite  damage, 
his  Serene  Highnefs  returns  him  many  thanks,  and  allures  him  that 
he  Ihall,  on  all  occafions,  retain  a  proper  fenfe  thereof.  In  fine, 
his  Serene  Highnef  gives  many  thanks  to  thofe  who  accompanied 
his  person,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  fuite,  particularly  to  the  brave 
Capt.  Winfetirood,  who  Is  very  much  wounded  ;  Capt.  Carpenter, 
greatly  contributed  tothetakingoffeveral  of  the  enemy's  cannon  ; 
Count  Daunaiv,  who  was  inftrumental  in  making prifoners  a  great 
number  of  Fifcher's  corps  ;  Capt.  S/oper,  Major  of  brigade  Hor^ 
dinburg  ;  and  Capt.  Mallortie  ;  who  at  all  times  executed  with 
alacrity  and  exadnefs  the  orders  they  received  from  him. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  defires  that  on  the  lirft  occafion  the  army 
will  return  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  the  fuccefs  of  yefterday, 
and  flatters  himfelf  that  by  hisafliftance  and  the  bravery  Ihewed 
5  efterday,  we  IhalJ  in  the  end  overcome  every  obftacle  that  offers. 

Warhourg  Campy  Saturday^  j^uguft,  2 f  lj60t 
His  Serene  Highnefs  orders  tliat  a  particular  complimemnt  be 
made  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shper,  for  his  behaviour  and  bravery 
in  the  affair  of  the  3 1  ft  of  July  :  he  likewlfe  defires  his  thanks  to 
he  given  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clinton,  adting  as  aid-de-camp  tQ 
his  Serent  Highnefs  the  Hereditary  Princf, 
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took  was  prudent,  and  even  necefTary.  Had  he  fufFered 
the  progrefs  of  the  Chevalier  de  Muy,  on  the  Dymel ;  had 
he  permitted  him  to  ftrengthen  his  pofts  upon  that  river, 
his  communication  v/'ith  Weftphalia  had  been  inevitably  cut; 
off,  and  of  courfe  his  fphere  of  fubfiftence  greatly  ftreigh- 
tened.  It  would  have  had  a  worfe  effe6l.  For  he  muft 
have  entirely  loft  the  command  of  the  Wefer,  without 
v/hich  he  could  not  have  ftood  his  ground  a  moment ;  and 
he  v/ould  on  that  lofs  have  found  himfelf  compelled  to  retire 
into  the  heart  of  Hanover,  where  he  muft  neceflarily  be 
ftreightened  in  his  winter  cantonments,  and  where  a  blow 
of  any  confequence  muft  be  declfive  againft  him. 

He  therefore  fought  the  battle  of  Warbourg  though  he 
loft  all  Heffe  by  his  vi6^ory  ;  and  he  would  not  quit  his  pofts 
on  the  Dymel,  though  he  faw  Gottingen  and  Munden  in 
the  hands  of  the  Frehch.  He  was  not  to  be  frighted  from 
his  fteady  and  well  chofen  plan,  by  vain  rumours  or  threat- 
ening appearances,  He  was  by  no  means  in  a  condition  to 
make  large  detachments  ;  it  was  therefore  necefTary  to  fa- 
crifice  fomething ;  and  he  made  the  fmalleft  facrifice  that 
circuqiftances  would  admit.  For  he  forefaw  that  the  French 
army  whiift  he  kept  his  pofition  on  the  Dymel,  could  not 
poffiblytake  up  their  quarters  in  Hanover,  or  even  adt  there 
in  any  confiderable  body,  and  for  any  confiderable  time^ 
without  fubjedling  themfelves  to  the  fame  or  greater  incon- 
veniencies  than  thofe  to  which  he  would  have  been  himfelf 
liable,  had  he  in  defending  Hefie  fuffered  them  to  occupy 
thofe  critical  pofts  o^  the  Dymel.  He  knew  farther,  that 
it  would  prove  extremely  dangerous  for  them  to  hazard 
themfelves  beyond  Gottingen  ;  and  that  it  would  be  more 
difficult  for  the  French  army  to  fupport  themfelves  in  that 
advanced  poft,  than  for  him  to  annoy  them  there. 
-  It  is  poftible  that  reafons  fomewhat  like  the  foregoing, 
together  with  others  probably  far  more  cogent,  maght  have 
determined  that  great  commander  to  this  condud:.  Btt 
whiift  he  fecured  that  middle  communication  and  aded  upon 
the  defenfive  plan,  the  troops  were  not  idle  ;  his  detach- 
ments a(Sled  in  many  parts  with  fpirit  and  effeS:,  But  we 
muft  defer  for  a  while  the  narrative  of  thefe  a61:ions,  being 
called  from  this  part  of  the  theatre  to  the  eaftern  parts  of 
Germany,  where  about  thi?  tjoie  fceiies  of  greater  eclat 
were  opej)ed, 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.     VI. 

Laudohn  blocks  up  Schiveidnitz.  Ruffians  enter  Sllefta. 
March  of  the  King  of  Priijfta  from  Saxony  to  Ligjiitz, 
Junction  of  the  Auftrian  armies  in  Silefia.  The  Ruffians 
pafs  the^  Oder,  Plan  of  M,  Dam.  Laudohn  defeated 
near  Lignitz.  Daim  forms  the  blockade  of  Schiveidnitz. 
Compelled  to  raife  it.  A^lion  between  General  Hulfen  and 
the  ariny  of  the  E?npire.  Intercepted  letter  from  the  Ki^ig 
ofPruffia  to  the  Alar  qui  5  of  Jr gens, 

FROM  the  time  that  the  King  ofPruffia  found  himfelf 
compelled  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Drefden,  it  was  evident 
that  he  could  have  no  hopes  of  ading  in  Saxony  to  any- 
good  purpofe.  The  bufy  part  of  the  campaign  came  on  faft. 
Though  Prince  Henry  had  obliged  Laudohn  to  retire  from 
Breflaw ;  that  general,  able,  and  lately  vi6i:orious5  w^as  ftill 
formidable  ;  he  kept  NeifTe  and  Schweidnitz  blocked  up  ; 
and  w^anted  to  effed  a  juniStion  with  the  Ruffians,  by  which 
he  propofed  to  give  the  final  blow  to  the  king's  power  in 
Silefia,  The  Ruffians  had  now  aftually  arrived  in  the  fron- 
tier parts  of  that  province,  and  wanted  but  a  very  few  days 
eafy  march  to  compleat  that  fata>  and  long  dreaded  junction. 
At  the  fame  time  another  body  of  Ruffians  had  penetrated 
into  Pomerania ;  laid  all  the  defencelefs  parts  under  con- 
tribution, and  threatened  the  fiege  of  Colberg:  The  Swedifh 
army,  faid  to  confift  of  22,000  men,  commenced  alfo,  tho' 
with  lefs  vigour,  their  operations.  In  all  that  country  the 
King  of  Pruffia  had  not  5000  men  to  oppofe  them. 

In  thefe  circumftances  apian  of  mere  defence  v/ould  have 
proved  altogether  without  efFe6t.  The  King  of  Pruffia  had 
but  two  armies ;  and  it  was  necefTary  that  one  of  them,  3t 
leaft,  (hould  make  the  moft  rapid  and  fudden  movements  to 
oppofe  fo  many  combinations.  On  the  fide  of  Silefia  the 
danger  feemed  more  preffing,  and  accordingly  he 
marched  to  its  relief  j  advanced  near  two  hundred  July  30, 
miles,  and  left  Marfhal  Daun,  who  had  confider- 
ably  the  ftart,  far  behind  him.  This  march  would  have 
been  thought  an  aftonifhing  exploit  in  a  partizan  at  the 
head  of  a  fmall  and  difencumbered  corps  ;  but  that  a  nume- 
rous army  clogged  with  its  artillery,  with  above  two  thou- 
fand  waggons,   fhould  in  that  time  traverfe  fuch  a  fpace^ 
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fliould  pafs  the  Elbe,  the  Spree,  the  NeiiTe,  the  Queifs,  and 
the  Bober,  five  confiderable  rivers ;  that  they  fhould  effect 
all  this,  with  one  army  of  the  enemy  on  one  fide  of  its 
fianks,  another  behind,  and  with  a  third  in  its  front  (the 
actual  pofition  of  tlie  Auftrians  in  Lufatia)  u^as  an  action 
referved  for,  and  only  to  be  expe6led  from  the  King  of 
Pruffia.  The  attempt  itfelf  could  have  been  juftified  only 
by  neceflity  ;  and  the  neceffity  was  urgent.  The  Pwuilians 
i:pproachcd.  M.  Daun  followed  towards  Silefia ;  and  the 
king  could  hardly  pro.mife  himfelf  fuccefs,  but  from  a 
march  of  fuch  rapidity,  as  might  enable  him  to  try  his  for- 
tune.with  General  Laudohn,  before  the  triple  junftion  he 
apprehended  had  made  his  enem.ies  irrefiflable.  But  not- 
withftanding  the  hopes  conceived  from  this  march,  before 
the  king  could  come  to  an  action  three  bodies  of  Auftrians 
had  joined,  Laudohn's,  Daun's,  and  Lacy's  ;  and  extending 
themfelves  along  the  Katfbach,  a  river  which  falls  into  the 
Oder,  occupied  all  the  ground  from  Parchwitz  to  CofTen- 
dau,  a  fpace  of  little  lefs  than  thirty  Englifh  miles.  But  in 
this  extent  their  pofts  v/ere  every  where  flrong,  and  their 
communications  eafy.  The  king's  camp  was  at  Lignitz. 
It  was  in  vain  that  for  feveral  days  he  attempted,  by  various 
devices,  to  detach  one  body  of  the  enemy  from  the  reft,  or 
to  turn  their  flanks  and  attack  them  at  difadvantage.  The 
nature  of  the  ground  or  the  fkill  of  the  oppofite  generals 
always  difappointed  him. 

At  length  Mr.  Daun  took  himfelf  the  offenfive  party.  The 
advantage  of  his  fituation,  and  the  fuperiority  of  his  num- 
bers, prevailed  over  his  cautious  nature  to  rifque  an  attack. 
It  was  therefore  refolved,  after  the  fituation  of  Lignitz  had 
been  well  reconnoitred,  all  circumflances  maturely  weighed, 
Tin^  the  defign  communicated  to  the  other  generals,  to  at- 
tempt the  King  of  PrufTia  in  his  camp,  with  the  united 
jlirength  of  the  three  armies.  To  enfure  fuccefs  beyond  a 
doubt,  it  was  determined  that  this  attempt  fhould  be  made 
by  furprize,  and  therefore  in  the  night.  M.  Daun  remem- 
bered the  bad  guard  which  had  been  kept  by  the  Pruflians  ; 
and  the  advantage,  which  in  the  year  1758  he  derived  from 
a  night  attack  at  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen. 

In  confequence  of  this  plan  the  whole  army,  as  foon  as  it 
ibould  begin  to  grow  dark,  was  to  march  from  their  feveral 
pofts  to  fuch  fituation  as  were  marked  out  for  each  corps ; 
^hey,  were  to  ftrike  their  tci^ts,  but  yet  to  keep  up  the  fires 
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in  their  camps,  and   to   have   the   drums  beat  the  tattoo 
as  ufual. 

Some  time  after  Marfhal  Daun  had  begun  to  move,  to 
his  aftonifhment  the  patroles  he  had  fent  out  returned  witk 
the  account,  that  they  had  met  no  out-pofts.  As  Toon  as 
day  broke  and  the  army  had  advanced,  their  apprehenfions 
Were  confirmed.  They  were  difappointed  in  their  defign, 
there  was  no  enemy  in  the  camp  ;  but  when  they  caft  theitr 
eyes  from  thence,  they  could  perceive  at  a  diftance  the 
rifuig  of  a  thick  fmoke,  which  left  them  no  room  to  doubt 
that  their  fortune  was  then  on  the  point  of  decifion,  by  a 
part  of  their  forces  only,  and  that  the  King  and  Baron 
Laudohn  were  at  that  moment  hotly  engaged  ;  Daun  could 
onlv  look  on  and  wait  the  event. 

On  the  i3thof  July  the  king  was  in  his  camp  atLignltz, 
when  he  received  advice  that  the  Ruffian  army  of  24,000 
men,  under  Count  Czernichew,  had  thrown  bridges  over 
the  Oder,  at  a  place  called  Auras,  and  that  they  were  to 
pafs  the  river  on  that  very  day.  He  fufpec^ed  alfo,  that 
the  enemy  had  formed  the  deiign  of  a  general  attack. 
Troops  which  have  been  a  long  time  oppofed  to  each  other 
can  reciprocally  guefs  at  each  other's  defigns;  the  method 
ufed  by  the  enemies  generals  grow  familiar,  and  the  lealt 
motion  they  make  difclofes  their  defigns. 

This  is  the  account  the  Pruffians  gave  of  the  means  by 
which  they  came  to  a  knowledge  of  M.  Daun's  projects. 
The  Auftrians  attributed  this  difcovery,  not  to  the  Pruffiaii 
fagacity,  but  to  intelligence  given  by  deferters. 

Whatever  thd  means  were  by  which  the  King  of  Pruilia 
became  fufpicious  of  this  defign,  it  is  certain,  that  he  took 
the  moft  early,  the  moft  vigorous,  and  the  moft  effedive  mea- 
fures  to  defeat  it.  He  was  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  danger 
he  ran  of  being  furrounded,  if  he  continued  in  his  poft  at 
Lignitz  ;  out  of  that  very  defign,  which  was  caulculated  for 
his  ruin,  his  genius  drew  a  new  means  of  fafety.  He  faw 
at  a  glance,  that  the  plan  which  the  enemy  had  formed  to 
furround  him,  at  the  fame  time,  necefiarily  divided  their 
own  armies.  And  this  divifion  was  the  great  object  he  had 
purfued  fo  long,  and  thro'  fuch  difcouraging  difappoint- 
ments.  His  only  bulinefs  was  to  prevent  their  reuniting  in 
a  general  attack  upon  his  quarters.  Therefore  in  the  very- 
evening  calculated  for  the  attempt  on  his  camp,  he  quitted 
it  with  as  much  privacy  as  the  enemy  had  propofed  to  attack 

it. 


'^5$  7^^  History  of  the  War.  lySa* 

it,  marched  and  took    an  advantageous   pofl   on  the  way 
through  which  Laudohn  was  to  pafs. 

And  now  the  decifive  hour  aproached,  in  which  he  was 
to  put  to  the  rifque  as  a  great  a  ftake  as  had  been  played  for 
fmce  the  beginning  of  the  v.'ar.  No  vulgar  advantage 
would  fuffice  in  his  iltuation,  and  that  very  fituation  in  fome 
ibrt  difabled  him  from  attaining  a  great  one.  After  four 
bloody  campaigns,  and  the  viciflitudes  of  a  fuccefs  in  all  itg 
changes  exhaufting,  his  old  corps  was  nearly  annihilated. 
Thofe  who  fucceeded  to  their  places,  had  fcarcely  feen  the 
brilliant  times  of  the  kings  fortune ;  and  they  inherited 
neither  the  fevere  difcipline,  nor  the  undaunted  fpirit  of  the 
firft  companions  of  his  hopes ;  they  were  new  to  fervice. 
^^•et  difpirited  with  defeats.  The  king  himfelf  gave  life  to 
the  whole,  he  alone  was  to  teclify  a  thoufand  faults,  and  to 
fupply  a  thoufand  deficiencies. 

The  poft  which  he  chofe,  was  fuch,  as  whilft  it  flopped 
the  progrefs  of  Laudohn  in  front,  if  Daun  (hould  attempt 
his  rear,  would  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  lay  him  un- 
der great  difficulties.  This  rear  he  further  ftrengthened 
with  feveral  batteries.  As  fooii  as  his  army  was  dtawn  up, 
he  divided  it,  leaving  his  right  on  the  ground,  where  it  had 
been  formed  to  obfer^e  Marftial  Daun  and  to  maintain  that 
poft;  whilft  with  his  left  he  turned  in  order  to  fall  upon 
the  corps  under  Laudohn.  No  difpofitions  could  have  been 
made  with  a  more  perfedl  fkill. 

Mean  time  Laudohn  was  advancing  fafttothe  fnare  which 
had  been  laid  for  him.  Already  he  had  pafled  the  Katf- 
bach,  and  Vv^as  moving  towards  Lignltz,  full  of  the  hopes 
of  no  fmall  fliare  in  the  glory  of  giving  the  final  blow  to 
the  King  of  PrufTia,  and  had  advanced  as  far  as  the  village 
of  Pfaffenddrf,  when  by  three  in  the  mornings  the  day- 
light began  to  dawn  ;  a  thick  fog  that  had  covered  all  the 
adjacent  grounds  fuddenly  cleared  up,  and  like  the  opening 
of  a  great  fcene  difclofed  at  once  the  whole  Pruflian  army, 
regularly  embattled,  advantageoufly  pofted,  furnifhed  with 
a  dreadful  and  well-placed  artillery. 

He  was  now  come  full  upon  his  enemy.  It 
Aug.  15.  was  impoffible  to  recede  ;  the  furprizc  he  intend- 
ed was  turned  upon  himfelf.  But  this  able  gene- 
ral, though  furprifed,  was  not  difordered.  The  beft  difpo- 
fitions were  made  that  the  time  would  admit  ;  a  {harp  and 
l»bftinsij.c  combat  began  3  which  cgininucd  without  giving 

way 
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Avay  on  either  Tide,  until  fix.  The  King  of  Prufiia  exerted 
himlelf  with  incredible  diligence  to  preferve  an  uniform 
ftrength  in  every  part  of  his  line,  and  hazarded  his  own  life 
with  a  daring,  which  nothing  but  his  fituation  could  excufe 
from  temerity.  His  cloaths  were  fhot  through  in  feveral 
places,  his  horfe  was  killed  under  him.  But  all  thefe  trou- 
bles and  dangers  were  fully  compenfated  by  the  efforts  of 
his  troops,  who  maintained  fo  fteady  a  fire^  and  pufhed  the 
Auftrians  with  fo  much  ardour,  that  they  at  laft  gave 
ground,  and  retreated  with  precipitation,  though  not  with- 
out fome  order,  towards  the  Katfbach. 

The  king  purfued  them  to  this  river,  and  no  further. 
His  advantage  as  it  was  gained  by  the  mofl  vigorous  fteps, 
fo  bounds  were  fet  to  the  ardour  of  improving  it  with 
the  moft  guarded  caution.  He  feared  if  he  purfued  his 
fuccefs  too  far,  it  might  disjoin  the  part  of  the  army  en- 
gaged from  that  which  he  had  left  to  obferve  M.  Daun  ; 
-and  perhaps  give  that  general  an  opportunity  of  taking  a 
fevere^  revenge  on  the  right,  for  the  fuccefles  of  the  left. 
Notwithftanding  this  referve  of  the  king,  ( a  referve,  the 
want  of  which  was  formerly  the  only  failing  in  his  mi- 
litary chara6tcr,  but  which  his  misfortunes  had  now  per- 
fsSily  taught  him,)  notwithftanding,  I  fay  he  did  not  pufh 
his  good  fortune  againft  Baron  Caudohn  to  the  utmcft, 
the  victory  v/as  compleat,  glorious,  and  adorned  with  all 
the  trophies.  By  their  own  confeflion,  the  Auftrians  lofl 
upwards  of  6000  men,  killed,  v/ounded  and  prifoners. 
The  Prufiians  made  it  amount,  and  not  without  proba- 
bility to  10,000.  Among  the  prifoners,  were  two  gene- 
rals, and  84  ofScers ;  82  pieces  of  cannon  and  23  pair  of 
colours  v.-ere  taken.  On  the  fide  of  the  conquerors,  five 
hundred  were  killed,  and  1200  wounded. 

With  regard  to  Silefia,  the  vidlory  near  Lignitz  produced 
fome  moft  immediate,  and  m.oft  ufeful  efTeds.  Although 
M.  Daun,  not  difpirited  with  his  late  mifadventure,  and 
only  follicitous  to  repair  his  lofs,  had  detached  a  ftrong  corps 
■under  Prince  Lowenftein,  and  Gen.  Beck  to  ftrengthen  the 
P>.ufrians  and  encourage  them  to  advance.  Count  Czerni- 
chev/  v^^as  fo  intimidated  with  the  late  defeat  of  the  Auftri- 
ans, that  he  repafi^ed  the  Oder  by  the  fame  bridges  on  which 
he  had  lately  crofted  it. 

Thus  one  great  end  of  the  King  of  Pruftia's  march  was 
obtained.  He  prevented  the  dreaded  jun£lion  of  thofe  two 
--  F  powers. 
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powers.  In  the  other  part  of  his  defign,  he  did  not  fo 
perfectly  fucceed.  M.  Daun  fmce  the  a6tion  of  PfafFendorf, 
could  indeed  make  no  progrefs  in  Silefia ;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  the  king  was  not  aole  entirely  to  drive  him  out  of 
that  province.  The  Auftrians  even  after  their  defeat,  far 
fuperior  to  the  king,  had  been  befides  largely  reinforced. 
The  emprefs  exerted  all  her  power,  to  remove  the  ill  effe£l 
this  late  check  might  have  had  on  the  reputation  of  her  arms  ; 
at  the  fame  tim^  that  fhe  augmented  her  troops,  fhe  com- 
forted and  encouraged  Baron  Laudohn,  and  by  a  very  gene- 
rous and  gracious  letter  let  him  fee,  that  fhe  was  not  a  fove-. 
reign,  in  whofe  mind  a  late  misfortune  cancels  the  memory  of 
paft  fervices.  In  the  praifes  which  this  letter  bellowed  on 
Laudohn,  feveral  virere  of  opinion,  was  couched  an  indireft 
cenfure  on  the  condufl  of  Count  Daun,  the  flownefs  of 
whofe  temper  fo  ill  agreed  with  the  ardour  of  her  ambition, 
and  with  thefe  great  hopes,  which  the  number  of  her 
forces,  and  the  ftrength  of  her  alliance  had  encouraged 
her  to  entertain. 

The  king  after  this  vl^ory  joined  his  brother  Prince 
Henry  at  Newmarcke.  One  part  of  that  Prince's  army 
under  General  Goltze  had  pafled  the  Oder  to  obferve  the 
Huflians,  who  fmce  the  repafling  that  river,  feemed  ta  direct 
their  motions  northward.  The  king  being  ftrengthened  hy 
this  junction,  and  having  his  communication  with  Breflaw 
clear,  marched  againft  Daun,  who  had  begun  to  form  the 
blockade  of  Schweidnitz,  fell  upon  a  corps  under  General 
Beck  ;  made  two  battalions  of  Croats  prifoners,  difperfed 
feveral  fquadrons,  and  by  this  livelyaffair  obliged  the  enemy*5 
grand  army  to  raife  the  blockade,  and  by  a  precipitate  re- 
treat, to  take  refuge  in  the  m.ountains  of  Landfhut. 

Whilft  his  majefty  was  thus  exerting  the  moft  heroic  ef- 
forts in  defence  of  Silefia;  G<in.  Hulfen,  who  commanded 
for  him  in  Saxony,  feconded  his  endeavours  in  that  quarter 
v/ith  uncommon  bravery  and  fucccfs.  The  army  of  the 
empire  had  formed  a  defign  of  cutting  him  off  from  Tor- 
oau.  To  fruftratc  their  intentions,  that  general  quitted  his 
camp  at  Meilfen,  and  marched  to  Strehla.  The  enemy 
divided  into  two  bodies  '^  one  attacked  an  advanced  poft 
about  a  caiinon  fliot  from  his  camp  upon  every  fide,  with 
the  greatcft  fury  from  day  break  to  fix  in  the 
Au*^.  20.  morning,  whillt  another  corps  was  fo  placed  as 
to   keep   liis    camp  in  awe,  and  to   prevent   his 

attempting 
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attempting  any  thing  for  the  relief  of  the  advanced  poft. 
Gen  Hulfen  faw  that  unlefs  he  could  fpeedily  do  Ibmething 
for  its  fuccour,  that  body  muft  inevitably  perifh.  He  there- 
fore in  this  exigency,  gave  orders  to  his  cavalry  to  make  a 
circuit  round  an  height-,  and  to  charge  ifpoffible  the  ene- 
mies flank.  This  order  was  executed  with  the  utmoft 
promptitude  and  fpirit.  The  Imperiaiifls  were  charged  on 
their  flanks  ;  their  battalions  and  horfe  were  thrown  upon 
one  another  in  confufion,  and  41  officers  and  1200  men 
were  made  prifoners,  The  lofs  of  the  Pruflians  was  incon- 
fiderable.  Gen.  Hulfen  by  this  advantage,  was  enabled  to 
encamp  under  Torgau,  while  he  retreated  through  an  ap- 
prehenfion,  as  the  grand  army  of  the  Imperialifts  was  com- 
ing up,  that  he  might  be  put  off  from  his  communication 
with  the  Elbe.  This  retreat  made  the  Auftrians  magnify 
the  affair  into  a  vi6lory  on  their  fide;  but  the  circumftances 
render  the  Pruffian  account  much  more  probable. 

Fortune  feemed  once  more  to  have  fmiled,  after  a  long 
interval  of  gloom  on  the  PCing  of  Pruffia's  affairs  ;  and  the 
reputation  of  his  arms  began  to  revive.  But  the  vidories 
he  obtained,  though  glorious,  were  decifive  of  little  more 
than  the  field  upon  which  they  were  fought.  They  were 
far  from  having  lowered  the  pov/er  of  the  enemy  to  an 
equality  with  his.  And  the  movements  he  made  to  gain 
thofe  advantages,  and  to  protedl  one  part  of  his  dominions 
neceffarily  expofed  the  reft.  The  enemy  was  able  to  de- 
tach without  end  ;  and  whilft  bodies  of  Ruffians  traverfecl 
the  Lower  Silefia,  feveral  corps  of  Auftrians  fcoured  Lufa- 
tia  ;  and  thus  together  they  broke  off  all  regular  commu- 
nication between,  the  king's  army  and  his  hereditary  domi- 
nions, and  of  courfe  between  him  and  his  general  Hulfen, 
who  with  very  unequal  forces  was  ftruggling  to  fecure 
Saxony ;  a  country  in  which  there  are  towns  indeed  forti- 
fied ;  but  fortified  for  the  greater  part  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  be  little  more  than  fnares  for  increafing  the  number 
of  prifoners,  by  betraying  defencekfs  ^arrifons  into  the 
hands  of  an  enemy  fuperior  in  the  field. 

In   this   fituation,  the  king  is  faid  to  have  wrote  a  letter 

to  the  celebrated  (i)  Marq.  d'Argens,  very  pathetick,  and 

very  defcriptive  of  his  condition,  and  of  his  frame  of  mind 

under  tti^fe  preffures,     This  letter  is  f^id  to  have  been  in- 

F  Z  tercepte^ 

(i)  Author  of  the  Jewifli  Spy,  kc,  and  no\v  reiident  at  Berlin. 
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tercepted  by  a  Ruflian  detachment,  and  indullrioufly  fpread 
&bout  in  order  to  dif-fpirit  his  friends.  On  that  account  fome. 
have  fufpedled  its  authenticity.  But  the  letter  is  furely 
highly  confonant  to  his  circumftances,  and  fufEciently  agree- 
able to  his  general  manner  of  writing  :  fo  that  we  do  not 
think  ourfelves  difpenfed  with  inferting  it  in  this  place. 

"  Formerly,  my  dear  marquis,  the  affair  of  the  15th  of 
*'  Auguft  would  have  decided  a  campaign.  At  prefent  that 
*'  action  is  no  more  than  a  fcratch  ;  a  great  battle  muft 
^'  determine  our  fate.  Wefhall  have  one,  according  to  all 
^'  appearances,  very  foon,  and  then,  if  the  event  is  favour- 
f'  able  to  us,  we  may  rejoice.  It  required  many  ftratagems 
"  and  much  addrefs  to  bring  things  to  this  pafs.  Don't 
^'  talk  to  me  of  danger  ;  the  laft  a6tion  coft  me  only  a  fuit 
''  of  cioaths  and  a  horfe.  This  is  buying  vi£lory  very 
"  cheap. 

"  I  have  not  had  the  letter  which  you  mention.  We 
''  are  in  a  manner  blocked  up,  in  regard  to  correfpondence, 
<^  by  the  Rullians  on  one  fide  the  Oder,  and  by  the  Au-^ 
*^  ftrians  on  the  other.  A  fmall  fiiirmifh  was  neceffery  tQ 
'^  clear  the  way  for  Cocceii  (2)  ;  I  hope  that  he  will  deli- 
*'  ver  you  my  letter  j  I  never  was,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
^'  life,  in  a  more  embarraliing  fituation  than  in  this  cam-. 
*■'  paign.  Believe  me,  nothing  lefs  than  a  miracle  is  ftill 
*^  neceflary  to  extricate  me  from  the  difficulties  that  Ifore- 
*'  fee»  I  fliall  certainly  do  my  duty  when  occafion  Oifers, 
*'  but,  my  dear  marquis,  always  remember  that  I  pretend 
*'  not  to  corr^mand  fortune,  and  that  I  am  obliged,  in  my 
^^  pro  je£ts,  to  leave  too  much  to  chance,  for  want  of  be- 
f^  ing  able  to  form  any  thing  morefolid.  Ihave  the  labours  of 
<«  a  Hercules  to  undergo,  at  a  time  of  life  when  my  ftrength 
"  fails  me,  my  infirmities  increafe,  and,  to  fpeak  the  truth, 
*'  when  hope,  the  only  confolation  of  the  unhappy,  begins 
*'  to  defert  me.  You  are  not  fufHciently  acquainted  with 
*'  the  circumftanccs  of  affairs  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  all  the 
"  dangers  which  threaten  the  ftate ;  I  know,  but  conceal 
*'  them  J  I  keep  all  my  fears  to  myfelf,  and  only  commu^ 
*'  nicate   ta   the  public  my  hopes,  or  the  little  good  news 

"  that 

(2)  The  aid-de-camp,  who  was  charged  with  this  letter,  and 
who  came  lo  England  with  the  news  of  the  above  pientioned 
a6lion  :  In  our  papers,  it  is  tranflated  Stage  Coach,  fioni  ihefimi- 
Utude,  prpbibly,  of  the  word  Cocher, 
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*'  that  I  can  acquaint  them  with.  If  the  blow  that  I  me-. 
*'  ditate  fucceeds,  then,  my  dear  marquis,  it  will  be  time 
*'  enough  to  exprefs  ourjoy  :  but  till  then,  let  us  not  flat- 
^'  ter  ourfelves,  for  fear  fome  unexpe6led  bad  news  fhould 
*'  dete6l  us  too  much. 

*'  I  lead  here  the  life  of  a  millitary  monk.  I  have  much 
*'  to  think  off  about  my  affairs,  and  the  reft  of  my  time  I 
"  devote  to  literature,  which  is  my  confolation,  as  it  was 
''  of  the  conful,  the  father  of  his  country  and  of  eloquence. 
*'  I  know  not  if  I  fhall  furvive  this  war,  but  I  am  deter- 
"  mmed,  in  cafe  it  fhould  happen,  to  pafs  the  reft  of  my 
''  days  in  retirement,  in  the  bofom  of  philofophy  and 
•*'  friendftiip. 

"  When  our  correfpondence  (haU  be  more  open,  you'll 
^'  oblige  me  by  writing  more  frequently.  I  knownotwhere 
"  we  fhall  have  our  winter-quarters.  My  houfes  at  Bref- 
"  law  were  deftroyed  by  the  bombardment.  Our  enemies 
*'  envy  us  every  thing,  even  day-light  and  the  air  that  we 
"  breathe.  They  muft  however  leave  us  fome  place,  and 
"  if  it  is  fafe,  it  will  be  a  treat  to  receive  you  there. 

"  Well,  my  dear  marquis,  what  is  become  of  the  peace 
*'  with  France  ?  Your  nation,  you  fee,  is  more  blind,  than 
'^  you  imagined.  Thofe  fools  lofe  Canada,  andPondicher- 
♦*  ry,  to  pleafe  the  Qiieen  and  the  Czarina.  Heaven  grant 
"  that  Prince  Ferdinand  may  well  reward  them  for  their 
''  zeal.  The  officers,  innocent  of  thefe  evils,  and  the  fol- 
'•  diers,  will  be  made  the  vidims,  and  the  illuftrious  ofFen- 
^'  ders  will  fufter  nothing. 

"  Thefe  are  the  fubjeds  which  offer  themfelves  to  me. 
M  I  was  in  a  writing  vein,  but  I  fee  that  I  muft  conclude, 
?'  left  I  fhould  tire  you  and  neglect  myownbufmefs.  Adieu, 
^'  my  dearejl  marquis,— — I  embrace  you^  ^r,"* 

*  To  authenticate  the  above  it  may  be  proper  to  add  i.  That 
this  letter  was  ihown  at  Bath  and  London  by  M.  Corceii  himfelf. 
And  2.  That  the  coppy  here  printed  was  fentto  thetranllator  by 
^  friend  at  Magdeburg  belonging  to  the  court. 
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CHAP.    VII. 

Situation  of  the  French  and  Englijh  armies.  Hereditary 
Prince  fur  prizes  a  body  of  French  in  Zierenberg,  General 
Billow  takes  Marhnrg.  Defeated  by  Monfieur  Stainville, 
General  JVajigenheim  paffes  and  is  obliged  to  repafs  the 
Wefer,  French  retire  from  Mulhaufen  to  CaffeL  Here~ 
ditary  Prince  marches  to  the  Rhine^  p^ff^^  ^^'^^  river, 
Cleves  taken.  Wefel  hefieged.  Englijh  Expedition.  M, 
Cajlries  forms  an  army  on  the  Rhiiie.  Battle  of  Canipen, 
Jellies  defeated.  .  Hereditary  Prince  repaffes  the  Rhine. 
Siege  oflVefel  ra'ifed.  Death  and  eulogiiim  of  George  the 
II.  Accefjion  of  George  III.  and  his  refolution  of  fupporting 
his  allies. 

WE  leave  the  King  of  Pruflia  to  thefe  thoughts,  in  or- 
der to  return  to  the  armies  on  the  Wefer.  Prince 
Ferdinand  was  not  miftaken,  in  imagining  that  Gottingen 
would  prove  the  utmoft  bound  of  the  French  progrefs  into 
Hanover.  After  they  had  fecured  that  place  with  a  ftrong 
garrifon,  the  grand  army  of  M.  Broglio  moved  towards  the 
leferve  which  had  been  defeated,  and  pitched  his  camp  at 
Dierenberg,  a  place  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  allies, 
who  ever  fmce  the  battle  continued  to  occupy  Warbourg, 
the  Dymel  running  between  the  two  armies.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  they  continued  for  about  a  month. 

The  Hereditary  Prince  who  was  ever  in  motion,  and 
continually  hovering  now  on  one  fide,  now  on  the  other  of 
the  French  camp,  in  one  of  his  excurfions  had  perceived 
that  the  French,  according  to  their  ufual  negligence,  were 
not  very  exaffc  in  their  out-pofts  and  patrols.  He  had  alfo 
leceived  intelligence,  that  they  had  thrown  a  corps  of  horfe 
sind  foot,  confifting  of  fomething  more  than  two  thoufand 
men,  into  the  town  of  Zierenberg,  a  place  furrounded 
v;ith  fbme  damaged  waDs. 

From  thefe  lights,  he  refolved  upon  the  furprize  of  thi^ 
body,  and  accordingly  made  his  difpofitions  for  this  bold 
attempt,  in  the  manner  following  ;  fird,  he  ordered  a  body 
of  his  light  troops  to  turn  the  town  of  Zierenberg,  and  to 
take  poft  between  it  and  Darienberg,  in  order  to  intercept 
any  that  fhould  attempt  pafling  to  the  camp  of  the  enemy. 
Next  he  polled  at  proper  diftanccs  eight  fquadrons  of  dra- 
goons^ 
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goons,  two  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  one  regiment  of 
foot,  on  the  road  between  his  own  camp  and  the  place 
which  was  to  be  attacked,  with  a  view  to  cover  his  retreat, 
in  cafe  he  fhould  be  repulfed  and  purfued.  With  therefl 
of  his  footj  confifting  for  the  greater  part  cf  Englifh,  he 
inarched  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  diligence  towards  the 
town. 

When  they  had  arrived  within  two  miles,  they  Sept.  5, 
divided  into  three  bodies,  which  took  three  differ- 
ent routs,  by  which  the  place  was  compleatly  furrounded. 
At  eight  in  the  evening,  they  fet  out  from  Warbourg,  and 
came  before  this  place  at  two  the  following  morning.  Not- 
withftanding  the  precautions  taken,  the  trampling  of  the 
troops  over  the  gardens  gave  the  alarm  to  a  guard  of  the 
enemies  dragoons,  who  immediately  began  to  fire.  Stri^i: 
orders  had  been  given  to  proceed  with  as  little  alarm  as 
poflible,  and  to  referve  their  fire ;  and  fuch  was  the  delibe- 
rate courage,  fuch  the  perfe6l  difcipline  of  the  Englifh  gre- 
nadiers, that  they  fuftained  this  fire,  pufhed  on  with  bayo- 
nets, drove  back  the  enemies  piquets,  killed  the  guard  at 
the  gate,  and  entered  the  town  along  with  the  fugitives;, 
without  the  leaft  noife,  hurry,  or  confufion.  Never  was 
furprize  more  compleat. 

The  column  of  the  Englifh  grenadiers  having  forced  the 
gate,  advanced  regularly  with  their  bayonets  fixed,  and 
without  firing  a  mufquet,  by  the  two  llreets  that  led  to  the 
church-yard,  (which  being  the  only  open  part  of  the  town, 
ferved  the  French  as  a  place  of  arms,)  killing  or  taking  a 
great  number  of  thofe  who  ran  from  the  houfes  towards 
this  rendezvous  ;  and  thus  they  advanced  with  the  greatefl 
order  and  the  mofl  profound  filence,  until  they  reached  the 
church-yard.  The  night  was  fo  dark  that  they  formed  by 
the  fide  of  the  French,  who  for  a  while  took  them  to  be 
their  own  piquets  that  had  alTembled  ;  but  they  were  foon 
undeceived ;  a  fierce  encounter  with  bayonets  enfued,  in 
which  the  French  were  quickly  obliged  to  give  way. 

Two  regiments  of  the  enemies  dragoons  endeavoured  to 
fly  to  the  gate  that  led  to  their  camp  ;  but  they  found  it  oc- 
cupied by  400  grenadiers,  who  drove  them  back  with  their 
bayonets  ;  forced  from  hence,  they  fled  to  another  gate ; 
there  they  were  repulfed  with  a  fharp  fire  of  fmall  arms. 
Then  they  were  compelled  to  feparate  ;  and  flying  at  ran- 
dom as  fortune  and  the  night  directed,  made  their  efcape 

at 
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at  the  feveral  breaches  of  the  wall.  The  prince  was  maf^ 
ter  of  the  place  in  about  an  hour ;  but  the  nearnefs  of  the 
French  camp  and  the  approach  of  day  prevented  as  long  a 
continuanx:e  in  the  place  as  he  wifhed  for  reaping  the  full 
fruits  of  his  vi6lory  ;  therefore  about  three  o'clock  he  be-i- 
gan  his  retreat,  carrying  off  tv/o  pieces  of  cannon,  36  offi- 
cers, and  between  four  and  500  private  men.  The  flaugh- 
ter  of  the  enemy  was  confiderable.  The  prince  reached  his 
camp  without  the  leaftmoleftation  in  his  retreat. 

If  we  confider  the  difficulty  of  this  attempt,  very  fevf 
have  been  bolder ;  if  we  examine  the  difpofitions,  none 
could  be  condu6ted  with  greater  wifdom  ;  if  we  attend  td 
the  behaviour  of  the  troops^  we  fhall  no  where  find  an  ex- 
ample of  more  exacl  obedience,  difcipline  and  courage. 
To  attack  fo  large  a  body  of  the  enemy,  fo  ftrongly  pofted, 
tvithin  a  fmall  league  of  their  grand  camp,  to  march  fo  far  ii\ 
that  critical  fituation,  and  in  a  very  dark  night,  to  divide  into 
fo  many  parts,  yet  to  a6t  with  fo  much  order  and  fo  entire 
^  concert,  was  certainly  an  exploit  of  the  very  firil  rank  5 
snd  though  not  of  any  great  importance  in  its  confequences, 
is  fo  admirable  in  its  conduft  and  execution,  that  it  well 
deferves  to  be  told  at  the  length  we  have  given  it.  This 
added  greatly  to  the  reputation  of  the  Britifh  foldiers  as 
'troops,  and  no  lefs  to  their  honour  as  men,  by  the  huma- 
nity they  (hewed  to  their  prifoners,  and  the  generous  fen- 
timents  of  the  comm.on  fort  with  regard  to  money  5  as 
there  were  feveral  noble  inftances  that  night  of  their  refu- 
sing to  take  any  thing  from  their  prifoners,  who  had  offer- 
ed them  their  purfes.     They  loft  but  ten  men. 

From  this  time  the  operations  of  the  two  armies,  which 
for  a  time  feemed  to  languifh,  were  renewed  with  frefh  vi- 
gour. Prince  Ferdinand  perceived,  that  whilft  the  French 
communication  v/ith  the  Rhine  and  with  Frankfort  on  the 
Maine  continued  open,  it  muft  prove  to  little  purpofe  to 
attempt  any  thing  either  for  the  relief  of  Gottingen or  Gaf- 
fel.  Their  progrefs  indeed  into  Hanover  had  been  check-  - 
^cd ;  but  whilft  ever  they  continued  in  fo  advanced  a  pofiti- 
on,  it  was  evidently  impoffible  to  prevent  their  making  ve- 
ry ruinous  inroads  into  that  country.  To  force  them  to  a 
battle  againft  their  inclination,  would  be  difficult,  and  the 
attempt  itfclf  dangerous.  There  remained  but  one  method, 
which  was  to  make  frequent  and  ftrong  detachments  into 
the  fouthern  parts  of  HefTe  and  Wetteravia,  and  thus  ren- 
der 
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der  precarious  the  French  communication  with  the  Rhine 
and  Maine,  from  whence  they  drew  the  greateft  part  of 
their  fupplies  of  all  kinds. 

With  this  intention,  he  detached  general  Bulow  at  the 
head  of  a  ftrong  corps,  who  pufhed  forward  towards  Mar- 
purg,  furprized  the  town,  deftroyed  the  French  ovens, 
with  feveral  hundred  waggons  of  flour,  and  carried  off  a 
confiderabie  quantity  of  cloathing  and  military  ftores.  In 
the  mean  time,  his  light  troops  fcoured  the  country  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  for  a  while  anfwered  the  great  end  of  the  ex- 
pedition in  breaking  the  French  communication  with 
Frankfort.  Proceeding  on  this  plan  he  made  a  further 
movement  towards  Frankenau,  which,  at  length,  neceffi- 
tated  the  French  general  Stainville,  who  commanded  in 
thofe  parts,  to  quit  his  pofition,  and  endeavour  to  flop  the 
progrefs  of  this  detachment.  He  came  up  with 
their  rear  as  they  w^ere  palling  the  river  Orche,  Sept.  13. 
and  falling  upon  them  at  this  difadvantage  with 
fuperior  numbers  and  great  fury,  he  entirely  routed  the 
rear ;  and  took  fome  men  and  a  very  great  number  of 
horfes. 

It  was  to  be  apprehended  that  he  might  have  purfued  this 
advantage,  to  the  entire  ruin  of  M.  Bulow's  detachment ; 
if  the  Hereditary  Prince  by  a  fofced  march  of  five  German 
miles  had  not  arrived  time  enough  to  fupport  him.  On  the 
prince's  arrival  M.  Stainville  fell  back,  and  took  pofTeilion 
of  a  flrong  poll  in  which  it  was  in  vain  to  attack  him. 

Whilft  thefe  meafures  were  taking  w^ith  mixed  fuccefs 
for  difquieting  the  French,  and  interrupting  their  commu- 
nication to  the  fouthward  of  their  quarters,  like  movements 
were  made  to  the  northward,  to  oblige  them,  if  pofTible, 
to  relinquifh  their  hold  on  Gottingen.  But  General  Wan- 
genheim,  who  with  that  defign  had  eroded  the  Wefer, 
and  in  the  beginning  had  proceeded  with  no  fmall  expecta- 
tions ;  but  at  length  he  received  a  fevere  check, 
which  forced  him  to  repafs  the  river  with  fome  Sept.  19. 
precipitation.  However  thefe  frequent  detach- 
ments anfwered  fo  well  the  end  of  harrafTmg  the  French, 
that  on  the  20th  they  retired  from  Immenhaufen,  and  fell 
back  upon  CafTel  where  they  began  to  entrench  themfelves. 
Prince  Ferdinand  followed  them  clofe  ;  and  the  better  to 
obferved  their  motions,  fixed  his  quarters  as  near  as  he  could 
IQ  thofe  of  the  enemy. 

G  But 
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But  whilft  the  grand  armies  thus  watched  each  other^ 
the  Eyes  of  Europe  were  drawn  to  a  different  quarter,  by 
a  movement  equally  aftonifhing  for  its  rapidity  and  myfte- 
yious  for  its  delign.  The  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunfwick, 
whom  we  have  feen  but  a  few  days  before  in  the  furtheft 
part  of  HefTe,  fuddenly  appeared  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
]LJnited  Provinces,  with  an  army  of  twenty  battalions  and 
ten  fquadrons,  One  detachment  of  his  troops  which  had 
proceeded  on  the  fide  of  Duileldorp,  paffes  the  Rhine 
above  Roeroot ;  another  which  had  marched  through 
Munfter,  paffes  it  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  but  a  great 
diflance  below,  at  Rhees ;  thefe  two  detachments  move  ta 
meet  each  other,  and  as  they  proceed,  feize  all  the  French 
pofls  along  the  Rhine  ;  the  enemy's  guards  are  every  where 
taken  or  abandon  their  redoubts.  This  puts  into  their 
poffeffion  a  number  of  boats,  by  which  they  are  enabled 
to  tranfport  all  the  reft  of  the  troops,  which  are  intended  to 
a6l  upon  the  left  of  the  Rhine.     Then  they  proceed  with- 

otit  delay  or  oppofition,  diredlly  to-  Cleves ;  the 
061.  3.     garrifon  takes  refuge  in  the  caftle,  which  is  vigo- 

roufly  attacked,  and  in  thiee  days  furrenders  50a 
men  prifoners  of  war^  Whilft  this  was  performed  by  one 
body,  another  had  laid  fiege  to  Wefel,  and  battered  the 
place  with  fo  much  fury,  that  the  redu6tion  of  it  appeared 
certain ;  and  with  it  the  entire  poffeflion  of  the  Lower 
Rhine  almofl  fr^m  Duffeldorp  to  Cleves. 

The  fecrecy,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  march,  together 
with  the  vigour  of  the  fubfequent  operations,  were  fuch  a& 
might  be  expelled  from  the  charadler  of  the  Hereditary 
Prince ;  but  on  what  defign  this  rapid  march  wras  made, 
and  thefe  vigorous  fteps  taken  at  that  particular  time,  gave 
room  for  a  great  deal  of  reafoning.  During  a  good  part  of 
the  fummer,  very  great  preparations  had  been  made  in 
England  for  a  conjun6l  expedition  ;  a  powerful  fleet  was  in 
readinefs ;  and  they  had  embarked  a  large  train  of  field 
and  batterir-g  artillery,  a  confiderable  body  of  foot,  and  a. 
regiment  of  light  horie. 

As  this  armament  was  fuppofed  in  readinefs  to  fail  about 
the  time  of  the  Hereditary  Prince**  march  to  the  Rhine, 
conjecture  united  thefe  two  defigns  together,  and  fuppofed 
the  fleet  at  Portfmouth  and  the  army  in  Weftphalia,  were 
to  act  on  the  fame  plan.  On  this  fuppofition  it  was  judged 
that  the  ftorm  would  probably  fall  on  the  Auftrian  Nether- 

lands  i 


t^So'.  The  History  of  the  War,  307 

lands;  and  that  Oftend,  which  the  Emprefs  fo  unpolitlcally 
for  herfelf,  and  fo  ungratefully  to  her  former  friends,  hacl 
given  into  the  h?nds  of  France,  would  be  the  flrft  obje6l 
of  thofe  forces  which  were  to  unite  from  fuch  a  diftance. 

This  defign  of  the  expedition  from  Portfmouth  has,  we 
underftand,  been  formerly  difavowed.  Whether  in  ftrid- 
nefs,  not  being  a  principal  in  the  war,  with  her  imperial 
majefty,  England  ought  to  have  made  fuch  an  attempt, 
though  Oflend  was  defended  by  a  French  garrifon,  we 
fhall  not  take  upon  us  to  determine  j  but  without  the 
aid  of  fuch  confiderations,  it  is  evident  there  were  fuffi- 
cient  objections  to  it  from  the  fide  of  mere  prudence. 
Almoft  infuperable  difficulties  occurred  in  fuch  a  fcheme  ; 
and  it  would  fcarceiy  appear  to  moft  men  advifeable  to  add 
a  Flemifli  to  our  German  war. 

But  we  think  it  poilible  to  give  fome  reafonable  account 
of  the  expedition  of  the  Hereditary  Prince,  independent  of 
any  connection  with  the  Britifh  armament.  For  a  confide- 
rable  time  the  French  had  feemed  refolved  to  refume  their 
former  plan  of  an  army  on  the  Lower  Rhine  ;  fuch  motions 
were  made  as  ftrongly  indicated  that  this  defign  would  (hort- 
]y  be  put  in  execution ;  and  the  allied  army  had  every 
thing  to  fear  from  it.  For  as  the  French  were  checked 
from  proceeding  to  the  compleat  conqueft  of  the  electorate 
by  the  allied  army  on  the  Dymel,  if  this  army  fhould  itfelf 
be  fo  checked,  by  one  of  the  enemy  advancing  from  the 
Lower  Rhine,  there  would  be  then  nothing  to  hinder  M. 
Broglio  from  fending  forward  fo  ftrong  a  referve  as  might 
finally  reduce  Hanover.  In  thefe  circumftances  nothing 
but  a  very  decifive  viCtory  could  poflibly  fave  the  allied  ar- 
my, thus  furrounded  and  deprived  of  its  fubiiftence,  from 
perifhing  in  the  moft  miferable,  or  furrendering  in  the  moft 
fliameful  manner. 

There  was  one  ftep  only  which  might  with  certainty  pre- 
vent this  defign,  and  even  in  fome  meafure  turn  it  upon 
the  enemy  ;  the  taking  Cleves  and  Wefel  into  the  hands  of 
the  allies.  This  would  not  only  defeat  the  fcheme  of  the 
French  for  aCting  on  the  Lower  Rhine,  but  greatly  em- 
barrafs  their  operations  in  every  other  quarter.  Even  the 
attempt,  though  it  fhould  not  be  attempted  with  fuccefs, 
would  neceflarily  draw  the  attention  of  the  French  that 
way,  and  thus  fave  Hanover  at  leaft  for  one  campaign. 
This  alone  had  been  a  fufficient  reafon  for  th^  march.  But 
G  2  had 
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had  the  Britifh  armament  at  the  fame  time  been  intended 
for  fome  part  of  the  coaft  of  France,  or  had  England  poli- 
tically kept  up  fuch  a  rumour,  when  fhe  had  in  reality  a 
more  remote  obje<5l  for  her  armament ;  in  either  of  thefe 
cafes  it  would  undoubtedly  have  co-operated  with  the  He- 
reditary Prince's  defigns,  by  detaining  a  greater  body  of 
the  French  troops  at  home  to  defend  their  own  coafts. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  penetrate  into  all  the  motives. 
But  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  German  enterprife  every  thing 
depended  on  the  celerity  of  the  operations.  The  ficge  of 
Wefel  was  carried  on  with  great  vigour,  by  that  part  of 
the  prince's  army  which  was  on  the  right  of  the  Rhine, 
whilft  the  prince  covered  it  on  the  left.  But  before  the 
enemy  could  difturb  him,  nature  declared  againft  his  fuc^ 
cefs  by  the  fall  of  immenfe  rains,  which  fwelled  the  Rhine 
and  Lippe  to  fuch  a  degree  as  greatly  interrupted  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fiege,  having  rendered  the  roads  of  Weftphalia 
impafTable,  and  therefore  prevented  the  arrival  of  thefe 
reinforcements  which  were  mtended  to  pufh  the  fiege  with 
the  greater  effedl.  Thefe  rains  alfo  made  it  very  difficult 
for  the  prince  to  preferve  his  communication  with  the  be- 
ilegers,  which  however  he  made  a  fhift  to  keep  open  by 
one  bridge  above  and  another  below  the  town, 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French  with  all  the  expedition 
they  could  ufe,  had  collected  an  army  under  M,  de  Caftries 
of  thirty  battalions  and  thirty-eight  fquadron^.,  partly  from 
the  great  army  in  Heffe,  partly  from  the  Low  Countries, 
This  body  advanced  as  far  as  Rheinberg,  and  after  a  ftfenu^ 
cus  refiflance  drove  out  a  detachment  of  the  allies  which 
had  been  pofted  there.  From  thence  they  marched  by 
their  left,  and  encamped  behind  the  convent  of  Campen. 
The  Hereditary  Prince  now  faw  at  the  fame  time  the  fea- 
fon  and  a  fupcrior  army  a6^ing  againft  him ;  to  fight  this 
enemy,  fully  prepared  to  receive  him,  with  the  troops 
which  he  could  fpare  from  the  ftege,  might  be  a  defperate 
attempt.  To  break  up  the  fiege  would  have  of  itfelf  an- 
fwered  the  intention  of  the  enemies  march.  There  was  no 
medium  but  a  furprize  ;  which  was  refolved,  and  all  the 
difpofitions  for  it  made  with  the  judgment  by  which  the 
great  prince  who  commanded  is  diftinguifhed  upon  fuch 
difficult  occafions.  This  attempt  became  the  more  neceflary, 
and  the  lefs  time  was  to  be  loft  in  making  it,  as  intelligence 
had  been  received  that  the  French  army  was  ihgrtly  to  be 
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augmented  by  powerful  reinforcements.     The   prince  bc-- 
gan  his  march  at  ten  in  the  evening. 

To  reach  the  enemy's  camp,  it  was  neceflary  to  diflodge 
Fifcher's  corps  of  irregulars,  who   had  occupied  the  con- 
vent of  Campcn  in  their  front.     This    produced 
fome   fhot,    and    this   (hot    alarmed  the    whole   Od.  16. 
French  army,  which  immediately  got  under  arms 
and  ported  themfelves  in  a  wood.     The  allied  troops  pufhed 
fox-ward,  twice  repulfcd    the    French,  and   with   the    moft 
noble  perfeverance  reiterated   their  attacks   on  the   wood^ 
;ind  kept  up  a  terrible  and  well    fupplied    fire    for  fixteen 
hours  without  intermiffion,  that  is  from  five  in  the   morn^ 
ing  to  the  fame  evening  at  nine.  There  have  been  few  ex- 
amples of  fo  obftinate  a  combat.     But   at  length   finding 
night  approach,  the    troops    harrafTed,   their   ammunition 
fpent,  and  all  hopes  vain  of  diflodging   a   fuperior   enemy 
from  an  advantageous  poft,  the  Hereditary  Prince  having 
had  an  horfe  killed  ur^der  him,  and  being   himfelf  wound- 
ed, was  with  regret  compelled  to  retire.     Eleven  hundred 
and  feventy  of  th  e  allies  were  killed  and   wounded   in  this 
bloody  a(^ion  ;  about  500  were  made  prifoners.     The  lofs 
of  the  French  was  far  greater  but  they  had  the  field. 

On  this  occafion,  the  Englifli  nation  regretted  the  lofs 
of  one  of  its  moft  fhining  ornaments  in  the  death  of  Lord 
Downe,  who  whilft  his  grateful  fovereign  was  diftininghim 
to  higher  honours,  received  a  mortal  wound  in  this  battle. 
He  was  a  perfonof  free  and  pleafurable  life:  but  of  an  ex- 
cellent underftanding,  amiable  manners,  and  the  moft  in- 
trepid courage.  In  the  beginning  of  this  war  he  had  ^ 
confiderable  ftiare  in  roufing  a  martial  fpirit  amongft  the 
young  people  of  rank  in  England,  and  having  long  (hewed 
them  by  a  gallant  example  how  to  fight,  he  at  laft  by  a 
melancholy  one,  ftiewed  them  how  to  die  for  their  country. 
As  the  britifh  troops  had  been  the  greateft  fufferers  in 
this  as  well  as  in  moft  other  a£lion$  of  the  campaign,  great 
murmers  w^ere  raifed  againft  the  commander  of  the  allied 
army,  as  if  upon  all  occafions,  even  the  moft  trivial,  he 
had  wantonly  expofed  the  lives  of  the  Britifti,  In  order  to 
preferve  thoie  of  the  German  foldiery.  Some  carried  this 
complaint  to  a  ridiculous  length.  But  could  it  with  reafon 
have  been  expefted,  that  where  25,000  Englifli  had  ferved 
for  a  whole  campaign,  were  engaged  in  five  (harp  encoun- 
ters (fome  of  then^  a  fort  of  pjtched   battles)   in  all  which 
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they  acquired  the  whole  glory,  that  they  fhould  lofe  a  fmaller 
number  than  265  killed  and  870  wounded,  which  is  the 
whole  of  their  lofs  in  all  the  encounters  of  this  campaign  ?. 
It  is  true,  the  life  of  a  man  is  a  facred  thing,  andof  value  td 
his  country.  But  in  fome  circumftances  it  is  ridiculous  for 
a  nation  to  think  of  fparing  even  a  greater  efFufion  of  blood 
to  acquire  reputation  to  their  arms,  and  experience  to  the 
troops  and  the  officers.  The  Englifh  defired  the  poft  of 
honour  with  equal  fpirit  and  wifdom,  they  were  entitled  to 
it,  they  had  it,  and  they  purchafed  it  more  cheaply,  than 
on  the  whole  might  have  been  expelled.  Neither  was 
their  blood  lavifhed  on  every  trivial  occafion,  as  had  been 
falily  fuggefted.  The  only  afFairs  in  which  they  fufFered 
any  thing  worth  notice,  were  thofe  of  Warbourg  and 
Campen  ;  both  a61:ions  of  the  higheft  confequence. 

After  the  difappointment  and  lofs  the  Hereditary  Prince 
had  fufFered  in  the  late  engagement,  he  v/as  fenfible  that  a 
iiege  could  no  longer  be  carried  on  with  any  profpe6l  of 
fuccefs,  in  fight  of  an  army  fo  much  fuperior  ;  the  Rhine 
every  day  fwelled  more  and  more,  and  his  communication 
with  the  troops  before  Wefel  became  every  hour  more  dif- 
ficult. Befides,  as  the  whole  country  was  by  this  time 
overflowed,  his  men  mufl  have  been  expofed  to  the  great- 
eft  hardfliips  and  the  moft  fatal  diftempers.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  determined  to  repafs  the  Rhine  without  delay. 
Notwithftanding  the  extreme  nearnefs  of  the  French  army, 
the  late  repulfe  the  Prince  had  met,  and  the  great  fwell  of 
the  waters,  fuch  was  the  impreffion  he  had  left  on  the 
enemy  and  the  excellence  of  his  difpofitions,  that  they  did 
not  even  attempt  to  diftrefs  his  rear;  and  he  pafied  th6 
Rhine  without  the  leaft  moleftation,  not  only  under  the  eye, 
but  as  it  were  within  the  grafp  of  a  fuperior  French  army. 

From  this  the  operations  of  the  armies  became  gradually 
more  languid  ;  for  as  nothing  decifive  happened  on  either 
fide  during  the  whole  campaign,  itwas  impoffible  to  think  at 
this  advanced  feafon  of  undertaking  any  very  fignalenterprife. 
As  if  by  common  confent  they  began  to  move  towards 
winter  quarters.  So  that  whatever  happened  after  this 
was  not  connected  with  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign  ; 
and  were  the  fudden  adts  of  detached  parties,  who  attemp- 
tempted  fome  advantages  of  furprife.  Of  thefe  we  fhall  take 
fome  notice  before  we  conclude,  but  we  pafs  them  by  at 
prefcnt ;  the  attention  of  all  men  being   at  this   time  more 
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engaged  by  an  event  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  which 
many  were  of  opinion  would  make  no  fmall  change  in  the 
nature  of  the  war,  and  above  all  in  the  general  fyftem  of 
pacification.  This  was  the  death  of  George  IL  king  of 
Great  Britain.- 

He  died  fuddenly  in  his  palace  at  Kenfington  in  the  77th 
year  of  his  age  and  33d  of  his  reign.  The  immediate  caufc 
of  his  death  was  the  rupture  of  the  fubftance  of  the  right 
ventricle  of  his  heart,  by  which  the  circulation  was  flop- 
ped in  an  inftant.  This  was  preceded  by  no  fort  of  appa- 
rent illnefs.  His  majefty  enjoyed  an  uncommon  degree  of 
health  and  ftrength  for  that  age;  but  it  was  believed  that 
he  had  fuffered,  by  expofmg  himfelf  too  much  to  the  cold, 
in  reviewing  fome  troops  that  were  to  be  embarked  for  the 
expedition.  He  had  been  extremely  felicitous  about  the 
fortune  of  this  expedition.  He  had  been  no  Icfs  anxious 
for  the  fate  of  the  enterprife  under  the  Hereditary  Prince, 
an  account  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  which  he  had  received,  the' 
it  was  not  at  that  time  made  public.  This  was  believed  to 
have  touched  him  deeply,  and  to  have  been  one  of  the 
caufes  of  a  death  fo  afflicfting  to  all  his  people. 

When  future  hiftorians  come  to  fpeak  of  his  late  majefty, 
they  will  find  both  in  his  fortune  and  his  virtue,  abundant 
matter  for  juft  and  unfufpe6ted  pranegyric.  None  of  his^ 
predeflbrs  in  the  throne  of  England  lived  to  fo  great  an 
2g€  ;  few  of  them  enjoyed  fo  long  a  reign.  And  this  long 
courfe  was  diftinguifhed  by  circumftances  of  peculiar  feli- 
city, whether  we  confider  him  in  the  public  or  the  private 
chara6ler.  His  fubje<5ls,  allowing  for  one  (hort  and  as  it 
were  momentary  cloud,  enjoyed  perpetual  peace  at  home, 
and  abroad  on  many  occafions  accquired  great  glory  There 
was  to  the  laft  a  confiderable  increafe  in  their  agriculture, 
their  commerce,  and  their  manufaftures,  which  were  daily 
improving  under  the  internal  tranquility  they  enjoyed,  and 
the  wife  regulations  that  were  made  in  every  feffion  of  his 
parliaments.  By  a  wonderful  happinefs,  he  left  thefe  em- 
provements  no  way  checked,  but  rather  forwarded,  in  one 
of  the  moft  generiil  and  wafteful  wars  that  has  raged  in 
the  world  for  many  centuries. 

He  lived  entirely  to  extinguifh  party  and  the  fpirit  of 
party  in  his  kingdoms  ;  it  was  not  till  the  clofeof  his  reign, 
that  his  family  might  have  been  confidered  as  nrmly  and 
immoveably  feated  on  the  throne  >  but  he,   having  baffled 
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2II  the  private  machinations  of  his  enemies  pqllcy,  fub-- 
dued  at  length  the  utmoft  eftbrt  of  their  force  :  and  though 
on  that  menacing  occafion,  he  experienced  in  the  fulleft 
meafure  the  afFefiion  of  his  people,  yet  the  completion  of 
this  great  fervice  to  his  family,  he  owed  folely  to  the  capa- 
city and  bravery  of  his  owrn  fon. 

He  lived  v^ith  his  queen  in  that  kind  of  harmony  and 
confidenGe,  that  is  feen  between  the  bed  fuited  couples  in 
private  life.  He  had  a  numerous  ifTue,  in  which  he  had 
great  caufe  of  fatisfa6lion,  and  very  little  of  difquiet,  but 
what  was  the  almoft  neceffary  confequence  of  a  life  pro- 
tra6led  to  a  late  period.  He  furvived  feven  of  his  children^ 
He  had  the  fatisfa£tion  to  fee  in  his  fuccefTor,  what  is  very 
rare,  the  moft  effedlionate  obedience,  the  moft  dutiful  ac- 
quiefcence  in  his  will ;  and  what  isno  lefs  rare,  contrary 
to  the  fortune  of  moil  old  kings,  he  never  poflefled  more 
perfe£lly  the  love  of  his  fubjc£ts  than  in  the  laft  years  of 
his  life.  And  he  died  at  the  very  point  of  time  when  the 
terror  of  his  arms,  the  power  of  his  kingdoms  and  the  wif- 
dom  of  his  government,  were  all  raifed  to  almoft  as  high 
a  pitch  as  they  could  poflibly  arrive  at  ;  they  were  indeed 
at  that  height  of  profperity  and  glory,  as  never  had  been 
exceeded  in  the  reign  of  the  moft  fortunate  of  his  prede- 
cefTors. 

His  parts  were  not  lively  or  brilliant ;  but  the  whole  of 
his  condudt  demonftrates  that  he  had  a  judgment  both  fo- 
lid  and  comprehenfive.  He  underftood  the  interefts  of  the 
other  fovereigns  of  Europe ;  and  was  particularly  fkilled 
in  all  the  recefl'es  of  that  political  labyrintli,  the  fyftem  of 
Germany ;  of  the  liberties  of  which  he  was  through  hfs 
whole  life  a  moft  zealous  aiTerter.  In  the  year  1741,  he 
took  up  arms,  and  even  rifqued  his  own  perfon,  when  by 
the  projected  difmemberment  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  they 
were  in  danger  of  falling  a  facrifice  to  a  French  fadlion. 
He  afterwards  refifted  with  equal  firmnefs  that  very  houfe 
of  Auftria,  which  he  had  expofed  his  life  to  defend,  when 
the  liberties  of  the  empire  were  threatened  from  that 
quarter. 

The  acquifitions  of  his  father,  were  by  him  confirmed, 
improved  and  enlarged.  He  was  enableci  by  his  ceconomy 
always  to  keep  up  a  confiderable  body  of  troops  in  Hano- 
ver ;  by  which  means,  when  the  war  broke  out,  there  was 
»  difciplint'd  foxcc   ready  to  oppofe  the  comoon  enemy ; 
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and  we  do  not  hazard  any  thing  in  afferting,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  prudent  forefight  of  that  meafure,  the 
army  which  has  fince  been  formed,  and  the  great  things 
which  have  fmce  been  done,  could  never  have  had  exig- 
ence. So  that  if  we  only  examine  what  he  has  done  in 
Germany,  when  we  refle6t  what  enemies  fecret  and  de- 
clared he  had  at  difrerent  times  to  manage  and  to  fight  in 
that  country,  he  muft  in  every  fair  judgment  be  allowed 
the  greateft  prince  of  his  family. 

He  was  in  his  temper  fudden  and  violent ;  but  this,  tho' 
it  influenced  his  behaviour,  made  no  impreffion  on  his 
condu6t,  which  was  always  fufHciently  deliberate  and  at- 
tentive to  his  own  interefts  andthofe  of  his  fubjeds. 

He  was  plain  and  direcSl  in  his  intentions ;  true  to  his 
word  J  fteady  in  his  favour  and  protection  to  his  fervants, 
and  never  changed  them  willingly ;  this  appeared  clearly 
in  thofe  who  ferved  more  immediately  on  his  perfon, 
whom  he  fcarce  ever  removed  ;  but  they  grev/  old  along 
with  him,  or  died  in  their  places.  But  having  been  in  a 
fort  compelled  by  a  violent  fa6lion,  to  relinquiih  a  minifter 
for  whom  he  had  great  affection,  and  in  v/hom  he  repofed 
an  unlimited  confidence,  it  afterwards  became  a  matter  of 
more  indifference  to  him  by  whom  he  was  ferved  in  the 
affairs  of  his  government. 

He  was  merciful  in  his  difpofition,  but  not  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  in  any  fort  to  encourage  offences  againft  his  go- 
vernment. On  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rebellion  in  1746, 
he  behaved  without  any  remarkable  difplay  either  of  feve- 
rity  or  clemency.  Many  were  pardoned,  many  punifhed; 
and  this  perhaps,  is  the  moft  proper  conduct  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions,  where  offended  majefty  requires  victims,  juftice 
examples,  and  humanity  pardons.  But  though  the  law  in 
many  inftances  had  its  free  courfe,  the  exceffes  commit- 
ted in  the  rage  of  war,  were  by  him  neither  commanded 
nor  approved.  After  that  rebellion  had  been  fuppreffed, 
he  retained  no  bitter  remembrance  of  it,  either  to  the 
country  in  which  it  unfortunately  began,  or  even  to  many 
of  the  perfons  who  were  actually  concerned  in  it. 

As  he  came  into  England  in  a  riper  age,  and  of  confe- 
quence  never  had  been  able  to  attain  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  force  and  beauties  of  our  language,  he  never  fhewed 
a  fufficicnt  regard  to  the  Englifh  literature,  which  in  his 
reign  did  not  flourilh  :  and  this  muit  be   confidered  as   the 
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grSateft,  or  rather  thfe  oi\ly  blemifh  that  lay  upon  his  go- 
vernment. 

He  has  been  cenfured,  as  a  little  too  attentive  to  money  5 
and  perhaps  in  fome  minute  things  this  cenfure  was  not 
wholly  without  foundation.  But  there  are  two  confidera- 
tions  which  greatly  enervate  this  obje61:ion  to  his  character. 
Firft,  that  this  dilpofition  never  fhewed  itfelf  in  one  ra- 
jiracious  act ;  and  2dly,  that  it  never  influenced  his  con- 
du(fl:  on  any  important  occafton.  For  it  is  now  well  known 
that  he  fhewed  no  improper  parfimony,  when  this  war 
broke  out.  In  facl,  he  expended  fo  much  on  that  occa- 
iion,  that  on  his  deceafe,  his  private  wealth  was  found  to 
be  far  inferior  to  what  had  commonly  been  imagined. 

Though  it  is  true,  that  during  his  whole  life,  he  had 
fliewn  a  remarkable  affeclion  to  his  Hanoverian  fubjeiSls, 
-yet  the  laft  a£l  of  it  demonftrated  that  they  were  far 
from  engroiHng  the  whole  of  his  regard ;  and  that  in 
reality  his  German  poflefiions  held  no  other  place  in  his 
confideration  than  what  their  relative  importance  to  the 
reft  of  his  dominions  naturally  claimed.  For  when  that 
truly  fevere  trial  came,  in  which  the  interefts  of  England 
and  Hanover  were  feperated,  when  a  war  began  for  an  ob- 
je61:  wholly  foreign  to  that  country,  a  war  in  which  Hano- 
ver muft  lufFer  much,  and  could  hope  no  advantage,  even 
there  his  majefty  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  to  expof^  his 
German  dominions  to  almoft  inevitable  ruin,  rather  thaii 
make  or  even  propofe  the  fmalleft  abatement  from  the  irh- 
menfity  of  the  Englifh  rights  in  America.  A  condu61:  that 
more  than  wipes  6i'  every  fufpicion  of  an  improper  pat- 
tiality  ;  and  which  furcly  ought  never  to  be  mentioned 
without  the  highell:  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  that  mag- 
hanimous  monarch. 

If  the  authors  of  thefe  fheets  were  equal  to  fuch  a  de- 
fign,  it  would  perhaps  be  impofiible  to  exhibit  a  more 
pleafing  picture  than  that  which  might  be  formed  from  & 
]u{t  view  of  his  late  majefty's  condu6t,  to  thefe  two  fo 
differently  conftituted  parts  of  his  dominions.  His  virtue 
was  proved  by  two  of  the  greateft  trials  to  which  the  na- 
ture of  man  is  liable;  the  truft  of  abfolute  and  unbounded 
power  ;  and  the  m.oft  exalted  ftation  limited  by  the  ftri(5t- 
eft  laws.  For  thefe  two  fo  very  different  fituations,  verjr 
different  and  almoft  oppofite  tempers  and  talents  have  been 
always  thouH;ht  ncccffarv.  But  that  kino:  had  a  mind  per- 
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fecStly  adapted  to  both  ;  for  whilft  in  England  he  kept  the 
liberties  of  his  people  inviolate,  and  like  a  wife  magiftrate, 
was  fatisfied  to  make  his  authority  co-operate  v/ith  la-yv, 
and  his  will  freely  fubfervient  to  the  wifdom  of  ages,  in 
Hanover  like  an  indulgent  father,  acting  only  from  the 
fentiments  of  a  paternal  heart,  his  affection  and  his  .equity 
fupplied  the  want  of  law  and  cpnftitution.  He  has  indeed 
left  to  his  illuftrious  fuccefTor,  an  admirable  example ;. 
which  he  not  only  promifes  to  follow,  but  in  many  rer 
fpe^ts  to  exceed;  and  his  fubje6xs  take  the  greater  interel^ 
in  his  virtues,  as  they  look  upon  them  as  more  peculiarly 
their  own  ;  and  they  now  boaft  of  a  prince,  who  neither 
has,  nor  can  have  any  partiality  but  the  beft,  and  who  W 
in  birth  as  well  as  inclination  Britifh. 

As  foon  as  his  prefent  majefty  came  to  the 
throne,  and  had  met  his  parliament,  he  in  the  18  N9V. 
moft  public  and  folem.n  manner  confirmed  the 
hopes  of  his  allies,  and  gave  the  moft  undoubted  alTuranr 
ces  of  his  refolution  to  continue  the  war  on  the  former 
plan,  and  with  the  former  vigour  j  and  he  found  his  par- 
liament no  ways  changed  in  their  refolution  of  fupporting 
it  with  the  fame  liberality  and  fpirit.  Infomuch  that  as 
jhere  was  no  apparent  change  either  in  the  fyftem  of  the 
alliance,  in  the  difpofition  of  the  king,  or  in  that  of  the 
nation,  or  in  the  general  plan  of  the  war,  we  have  only  to 
pafs  again  to  the  tranfadlions  of  the  continent,  thinking 
It  unneceflary  to  apologize  to  our  readers  for  having  been 
diverted  from  the  cour^  of  the  narrative  for  a  fhort  time, 
|)y  an  eyent  of  fuch  n>elancho]y  imppr^anp^  to  Grea^  Brif 
li^Ji^  ^n4  tg  all  Europe. 

CHAP.    VIII, 

Ruffians  and  Aujlrigns  enter  Brandenhurg,  General  Hut- 
Jen  retreats  from  Saxony  to  Berlin.  Evacifates  it,  7he 
city  capitulates.  Berlin  defcribed.  King's  palaces  plun^ 
dered.  Enemy  retires  cut  of  Brandenburg  after  having 
pillaged  it, 

THE  King  of  prufFia's  letter,  with  which  we  clofed 
the  6th  chapter,  exhibited  a  true  pi6i:ure  of  that  mo- 
narch's apprehenfions ;  the  events  which  immediately  fol- 
J9Y/e4  proveij  that  thefe  apprehenfions   werp   \\xt    too  well 

H  2  grounded 
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,  grounded.  The  viftory  near  Lignltz,  indeed,  gave  fome 
relief  to  Silefia  j  but  whilil  the  enemy  had  fo  many  and  fo 
numerous  armies  in  the  field,  even  fliame  independent  of 
their  intereft  exa(5led  from  them  fome  ftroke  of  confe- 
quence. 

The  late  manoeuvres  had  necefTarily  drawn  the  king  of 
PrufTia  into  the  fouthern  parts  of  Silefia,  and  confequently 
to  a  great  diftance  from  Brandenburg,  vi^ith  which  country 
his  communication  was  much  interrupted,  or  rather  wholly 
cutoff^".  The  Ruffian  army,  which  after  it  had  repafled 
the  Oder  at  Auras,  began  to  move  out  of  Silefia,  pufhed 
forward  a  powerful  detachment  under  Count  Czernichew 
towards  the  March  of  Brandenburg.  A  body  of  15000 
Auftrians  under  the  Generals  Lacy  and  Brentano  from 
the  army  of  Count  Daun,  and  the  whole  united  corps  of 
Auftrians  and  Imperialifts  which  a61:ed  in  Saxony,  began 
their  march  in  concert  with  the  Ruffians,  and  propcfed  to 
unite  at  the  gates  of  Berlin.  Thefe  armies  amounted  to 
forty  thoufand  men. 

General  Hulfen,  who  vv as  altogether  too  weak  to  cp^ 
pofe  the  Imperialifts  in  Mifnia,  fell  back  upon  Berlin. 
General  Werner  who  had  lately  been  fentinto  Pomerania, 
returned  with  incredible  fpeed  and  joined  the  troops  under 
Huifen  ;  but  when  they  viewed  their  combined  ftrength, 
they  found  it  conftfted  of  no  m.ore  than  15  or  i6coo  men, 
a  force  far  too  weak  to  oppofe  to  thofe  powerful  armies 
that  were  marching  againft  them.  Wholly  unable  to  pro- 
tect a  place  of  fuch  imm.enfe  extent,  and  fuch  imperfe(£l 
for tificat ions,  they  faw  that  to  attempt  a  defence,  would 
be  only  to  involve  the  troops  in  the  inevitable  fate  that 
waited  the  city,  without  being  able  to  add  any  thing  effec- 
tual to  its  fecurity  \  therefore  after  having  defended  it 
againft  the  advanced  guard  of  the  Ruffians  under  Tottle- 
ben,  who  attacked  the  gates  and  bombarded  the  town, 
when  they  found  the  grand  armies  advancing  \  they  matle 
their  retreat  j  leaving  only  three  weak  battalions  in  the 
place,  to  enable  it  to  make  fome  fort  of  capitulation  with 
the  enemy. 

Berlin  is  compofed  of  five  towns,  which  have  ftretched 
to  each  other  and  grown  into  one  vaft  city  upon  the  banks 
of  the  river  Spree.  It  has  been  augmented  to  this  gran- 
deur, by  having  long  been  the  rcfidence  of  the  ele^btors  of 
Brandenburg  and  kings  of  Pruflia,  who  ;:is  they  have  en- 
larged 
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Urged  their  dominions  by  inheritance,  force^  or  policy, 
have  all  contributed  fomething  to  the  grandeur  and  mag- 
nificence of  this  their  capital.  The  fituation  of  the  town 
on  fo  noble  and  navigable  a  river  as  the  Spree,  communi- 
cating on  one  fide  with  the  Oder,  by  a  canal  (the  moft 
princely  work  of  her  fovereigns)  and  on  the  other  falling 
into  the  Elbe,  has  added  not  a  little  to  its  extent  and  opu- 
lence ;  but  that  which  has  contributed  moft  of  all,  has  been 
the  reception  of  the  French  refugees,  to  which  this  city  has 
always  been  a  moft  allured  and  favourable  afylum,  as  it  has 
alfo  been  to  thofe  proteftants  who  have  been  periecuted  in 
any  part  of  Germany ;  and  the  prefent  king  by  enlarging 
his  plan,  and  imparting  an  extent  of  toleration  unknown  to 
his  predeceffors,  has  alfo  introdi-ced  Roman  Catholics, 
whom  he  has  encouraged  by  fufFering  them  to  build  a  moft 
magnificent  church  in  the  heart  of  Berlin.  By  this  means 
he  has  brought  the  moft  oppofite  fa£lions  to  concur  in  pro» 
moting  the  grandeur  of  his  royal  refidence.  From  thefe 
caufes  Berlin  is  become  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  cities 
in  Europe  ;  vaft  in  its  extent ;  confiderable  in  its  commerce, 
and  magnificent  beyond  moft  others  in  its  public  and  private 
buildings,  and  the  regular  diftribution  of  the  ftrcets  in  the 
new  town.  It  had  long  been  the  feat  of  the  greateft  mili- 
tary arrangements  in  the  world  ;  and  it  was  made  by  the 
prefent  king  the  feat  of  arts  and  fciences,  and  the  place  of 
refort  of  ingenious  men,  in  every  fcience,  in  every  art,  and 
from  every  quarter. 

Such  is  Berlin,  which  at  this  time  being  deferted  by  the 
greateft  part  of  its  garrifon,was  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of 
a  mighty  army  of  Auftrians,  Ruflians,  Saxons  and  Imperia- 
lifts,  animated  by  revenge  ;  exafperated  by  injuries  ;  and  in^ 
ftigated  by  avarice.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  terror  and 
confternation  of  the  inhabitants  on  this  occafion.  They 
were  acquainted  with  the  favage  chara£ter  of  one  part  of 
the  enemy,  and  with  the  violent  animclity  of  the  reft ;  and 
they  knew  that  they  did  not  want  pretences  for  colouring 
their  feverities,  with  the  appearance  of  a  jtift  retaliation. 

In  thefe  difpofitions  of  the  inhabitants,  the  enemy  ap- 
proached. The  garrifon  immediately  propofed  to  capitu- 
late. With  refped  to  them,  the  terms  were  ftiort ;  they 
were  made  prifoners  of  war.  But  with  regard  to  the  inha- 
bitants, where  the  great  danger  lay,  the  conditions  were 
jiiore  tolerable  than   they  expeded  j  they  were  promifed 

the 
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the  (rcz  exercife  of  their  religion  ;  and  an  immunity  from 
Violence  to  their  goods  and  perfons.  It  was  alfo  agreed  that 
the  Ruffian  irregulars  fhould  not  enter  the  town  ;  and  that 
the  king-'s  palace  fhoqld  be  inviolable.  Thefe  on  the  whole, 
were  favourable  terms  ;  and  they  were  granted  principally 
on  the  mediation  of  the  foreign  minifters  refiding  ia 
Berlin,  who  interpofed  their  good  offices  with  great  zeal 
and  humanity.  The  difficulty  was,  hov/  to  fecure  the  ob* 
fervance  of  them. 

Thefe  conditions  being  made,  the  army  of  the 
9th  Qci.  allied  powers  entered  the  town  ;  totally  deilroyed 
the  magazines,  arfenals,  and  founderies,  feizecj 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  military  itores,  and  a  number  of 
cannon  and  arms  ;  called  firft  for  an  immenfe  payment  of 
SoCjOOO  guilders,  and  then  laid  on  a  contribution  of 
1,900,000  German  crowns  :  not  fatisfied  with  this,  many 
irregularities  were  committed  by  the  foldiery ;  but  on  the 
whole,  though  fome  ihocking  actions  were  committed,  a 
far  more  exa6t  difcipline  was  obferved  than  from  fuch  troops 
could  have  been  expe6led  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  wher^ 
there  was  every  incentive  v/hich  could  work  upon  the  licence 
i3f  a  conquering  army.  Their  officers  no  doubt' with  great 
difficulty  preferved  even  that  degree  of  order. 

But  though  their  behaviour  was  tolerable,  with  regard  to 
the  private  inhabitants,  there  was  fomething  {hocking  an4 
ungenerous  in  their  treatment  of  the  king's  palaces.  "  Th^ 
apartments  of  the  royal  caftle  of  Charlottenburgh  v/ere 
jpjitirely  plundered,  the  precious  furniture  fpoilcd,  the  pic- 
tures defaced,  without  even  fparing  the  antique  ilatues 
collected  by  Cardinal  Polignac,  which  had  been  purchafe^ 
by  the  houfe  of  3randenburg.  The  caftle  of  Schonhpufen, 
belonging  to  the  queen,  and  thofe  of  Fredericksfeld,  be- 
longing to  the  margrave  Charles,  were  alfo  plundered. 

The  palace  of  Potfdam,  the  famous  Sans-fouci,  had  a 
tj^trer  fate  ;  Prince  J^fterhafi  commanded  there ;  it  was  prcr 
ferved  from  the  fmalleft  violation.  The  Prince  en  viewing 
the  palace  only  aHced  v/hich  picture  of  the  king  refembleo 
him  moft,  and  being  informed,  defired  that  he  might  have 
leave  to  take  it,  together  with  two  German  flytes  which  the 
king  iifed,  to  keep  them,  he  faid,  in  memory  of  his  majefty. 
This  v/as  a  fort  of  taking  very  different  from  pillage. 

They  ft'aid  in  the  city  fpur  days,  but  hearing  that  the 
kijvgj.'apprehieniive  pf  thJ5  ftrpke,  was  nr-pvin^  tp  the  relief 
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of  his  capital,  they  quitted  it  on  the  13th  of  0£lobcr;  and 
having  wafted  the  whole  country  round  for  a  vaft  extent, 
^iid  driven  away  all  the  cattle  and  horfes  they  could  nnd", 
retreated  by  different  routs  out  of  Brandenburgh,  leaving 
the  people  ftill  trembling  under  the  alarm,  and  hardly  yet 
certain  of  their  fafety. 

We  do  by  no  meaiis  undertake  to  authenticate  the  rava- 
ges which  thePruffian  accounts  charged  upon  the  Auftrians 
and  their  allies,  in  this  incurfion  ;  nor  whether  they  may 
not  have  been  in  general  much  exaggerated,  or  in  fome 
cafes  abfolutely  feigned.  We  have  abundant  reafon  to  fuf- 
ped  the  exa6^  veracity  of  many  pieces  of  that  nature  which 
have  been  publifhed  on  all  fides  ;  and  which  are  but  too  fre- 
quently a  fort  of  ftate  libels,  where  the  powers  at  war,  not 
content  to  deftroy  each  other  in  the  field,  purfue  their  ad- 
verfarics  reputation,  and  endeavour  mutually  to  paint  each 
other  as  monfters  equally  devoid  of  juftice  and  compaffion. 
Indeed  if  we  were  to  give  credit  to  all  the  writings  of  this 
kind  that  have  appeared,  it  were  hard  to  fay  which  of  the 
parties  have  by  their  conduct  brought  the  greateft  difgract 
tipon  human  nature.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  the 
country  of  Brandenburg  fuffered  more  feverely  on  this  oc- 
cafion  than  the  city  of  Berlin.  An  ill  difciplined  army  ii 
always  moft  furious  in  its  retreat,  and  the  ciountry  had  made 
no  conditions. 

CHAP-    IX. 

Imp eri all/Is  make  thernf elves  mafiers  cf  M'ljnia,  M.  Stain- 
ville  enters  Halherjiadt.  Kujjians  hefiege  Colherg.  Lau- 
dohn  hefieges  CofeL  King  of  Prujfia  and  M.  Daun  march 
into  Saxony.  Battle  of  Torgau.  M.  Daun  wounded, 
The  towns  in  Mifnia  retaken.  Siege  of  Colherg  raifed, 
Swedes  driven  back. 

THE  King  of  Pruffia  at  laft  faw  his  capital  taken  by  his 
moft  cruel  enemies,  and  put  to  ranfom  ;  his  native 
country  was  wafted  ;  they  took  up  their  quarters  in  his  pa- 
laces :  but  this  was  far  from  the  whole  of  his  misfortunes. 
When  Gen.  Hulfen  marched  to  cover  Brandenburg,  there 
rem.ained  no  Pruflian  army  in  Saxony.  So  that  the  Impe- 
rial army  on  their  return  from  Berlin,  within  a  fhort  time, 
and  with  little  oppofition,  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Leip- 

fick. 
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fick,  Torgau,  Me i {Tea,  and  at  laftofWittemberg  ;  in  which 

city  they  took  the  grand  magazine  of  the  Pruf- 

15  0£l.    fians    immenfely    ftored.       The    king   was    now 

totally  driven  out  of  Saxony,  in  which  he  had  no 

longer  a  fmgle  place. 

M.  Stainville  with  a  detachment  of  Broglio's  army,  as 
foon  as  Wangenheim  had  been  obliged  to  repafs  the  Wefer 
(as  we  have  related  in  the  feventh  chapter)  pufhed  into  the 
King  of  PrufTia's  dominions  on  that  fide,  and  laid  the  city 
and  dutchy  of  Halbcrftadt  under  contribution.  In  the  eaft- 
ern  Pomerania,  the  Ruffians  had  invefted  Colberg,  both  by 
land  and  fea,  and  preffed  that  city  with  a  clofe  and  unremit- 
ted fiege.  The  king  could  fcarcely  hope  to  relieve  it.  In 
the  weftern  Pomerania,  the  Swedes  urged  forward  with  un- 
common vigour,  hoping  to  partake  in  the  Plunder  of  Ber- 
lin ;  and  they  advanced  with  fuccefs.  In  Silefia,  the  king 
had  no  fooner  began  his  march  to  the  northward,  than 
Baron  Laudohn  profited  of  his  abfence  to  rufti  again  into 
that  country,  and  to  inveft  the  ftrong  and  important  fortrefs 
of  Cofel.  Whilft  the  king's  dominions  were  thus  attacked 
in  fo  many  parts,  he  was  him.felf  attended  every  ftep  of  his 
march  by  the  fuperior  acmy  of  Count  Daun,  who  moved 
along  with  him  and  watched  him  with  the  moft  attentive 
vigilance.  His  condition  feemed  extremely  to  refemble  that 
to  v/hich  he  had  been  reduced  in  the  autumn  immicdiately 
preceding  the  battle  of  Rofbach.  In  Silefia,  his  condition 
was  at  that  time  v/orfe ;  but  he  was  then  in  the  pcfTeflion 
of  Saxony,  of  which  in  this  campaign  he  was  wholly  de- 
prived. 

Saxony  was,  however,  ftill  his  great  obje£t,  and  knowing 
that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Brandenburgh  on  his  approach, 
he  left  that  country  on  his  ri^ht,  and  continued  his  march 
to  the  Elbe,  which  he  pafs'd  on  the  25th  of  Oclober.  AL 
Daun  paiTed  it  the  fame  day.  The  two  champions  were  to 
engage  once  more  for  the  fo  often  contended  prize  :  but 
now  every  difadvantage  w?.s  on  the  fide  of  the  King  of 
Pruflia,  who  had  no  longer  any  place  of  ftrength  in  that 
country,  and  all  the  maga^j^Ines  he  had  amafled  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  But  being  joined  by  his  generals 
Hulfcn  and  P.  Eugene  of  V/irtcmberg,  with  the  corps  un- 
der their  command,  he  advanced  up  the  Elbe,  whilll  M. 
Daun  fell  back  to  cover  Leipfic  and  Torgau  ;  but  finding 
^6  Pruiiia;is  djlre^ed    ihcir   march    towards   the  Elbe,  he 

encamped 
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iencamped  within  reach  of  Torgau,  one  part  of  his  army 
extending  to  the  Elbe,  by  which  he  was  covered  on  that\ 
fide,  and  whilft  he  was  proteded  on  every  other  quarter  by 
ponds,  hills,  and  woods,  it  was  impoffible  to  chufe  a  more 
advantageous  fituation,  in  which  above  80,000  men  were 
pofted  with  every  precaution  that  could  be  taken  by  a  weak 
army  in  the  moft  unlucky  pofition. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  extremely  fenfible  of  the 
ftrength,  the  advantageous  pofture,  and  the  precautions  of 
M.  Daun  ;  he  could  have  no  hope  of  drawing  that  wary 
commander  from  his  poft  ;  and  yet  he  faw  a  neceffity  of 
fighting  him  even  th^re.  The  winter  was  now  far  advan- 
ced. His  troops  were  extremelyharr  afled  by  fuch  long  and 
rapid  march.es  :  and  he  had  no  place  for  their  winter-quar- 
ters but  his  own  country,  already  wafted  by  the  enemies, 
incurfions  :  and  l\ere  ftrelghtened  for  fubfiftence,  cut  ofF 
from  all  power  of  recruiting,  he  was  to  expe61:  to  be  attack- 
ed, as  it  were,  in  a  narrow  corner  by  the  combined  force 
of  fo  many  powerful  and  exafperated  enemies i 

In  thefe  circumftances  he  was  refolved  to  come  to  a  bat- 
tle. .  He  caufed  his  army  to  be  informed  that  he  was  to  lead 
them  to  a  moft  defperate  attempt,  that  his  affairs  required 
it,  and  that  he  was  determined  to  conquer  or  die  in  the  ex- 
pelled engagement*  They  unanimoufly  anfwered,  that 
they  would  die  along  with  him. 

Animated  by  this  declaration  he  began  his 
march  ;  but  having  taken  a  refolution  as  daring  3d  Nov. 
as  could  be  dilated  by  defpair,  he  made  all  the 
difpofitions  with  as  much  fkill  and  care  as  could  be  fuggeft- 
ed  by  the  moft  guarded  prudence.  He  divided  his  army 
into  three  columns  ;  General  Hulfen  with  one  was  to  take 
poft  in  a  wood  that  lay  on  the  left  of  the  Auftrian  army, 
and  had  orders  not  to  move, until  he  found  the  reft  of  the 
Pruflians  engaged.  General  Ziethen  was  to  charge  on  the 
right ;  the  great  attack  in  front  was  to  be  made  by  the  king 
in  perfon.  The  king  had  difpofed  his  force  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  either  his  right  or  left  muft  take  the  enemy  in 
rear  and  clofe  them  in,  fo  as  to  difable  them  from  under- 
taking any  thing  againft  the  part  where  he  intended  to  effe6t 
his  principal  attack.     This  was  the  king's  difpofition. 

M.  Daun  as  foon  as  he  perceived  that  the  King  of  Pruffia 
\^as  ferious  in  his  refolution  of  fighting,  to  prevent  confu- 
iion,  fent  all  his  baggage  over  the  Elbe,   acrofs  which  he 

I  threw 
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threwthree  bridges  to  be  ready  in  cafe  a  retreat  fliould  be 
found  necefTary.  At  the  fame  time  he  caufed  Torgau  to  be 
evacuated.  And  then  extending  his  firft  line  to  a  village 
called  Zinne  on  the  left,  he  ftretched  it  to  another  called 
Grofwitz  on  the  right ,  fupporting  the  right  of  his  fecond 
line,  upon  the  Elbe. 

In  this  difpoCtion  he  was  found,  when  about  two  o^cloek 
jn  the  afternoon  the  king  began  his  attack,^  and  was  receiv- 
ed with  the  fire  of  two  hundred  pkces  of  cannon,  which 
were  difpofed  along  the  Auftrian  front.  Three  times  the 
Pruffians  were  led  on ;  they  perfevered  in  their  attacks 
with  uncommon  refolution,  but  were  every  time  repulfed 
and  broken  with  a  moft  terrible  (laughter.  The  king  at 
length  ordered  a  frefh  body  of  his  cavalry  to  advance,  which 
at  firft  compelled  the  Auftrians  to  give  way;  but  as'freflr 
leinforcements  were  continually  poured  on  that  part,  this 
cavalry  was  in  its  turn  obliged  to  fall  back,,  and  the  battle 
flill  remained  at  Teaft  dubitjus,  or  rather  inclined  againft  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  whofe  troops^  as  they  had  made  aftonifhing; 
efforts,  fo  they  buffered  beyond  all  defcription.  But  whilft 
the  PrulEans  fuftained  themfeb/es  in  that  quarter  with  fuch 
extreme  difficulty.  General  Ziethen,  with  the  right  wing 
took  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  reputfed  them  and  poflefled 
himfelf  of  fome  eminences  which  commanded  the  whole 
Auftrian  army.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccef^  the  Prufliait 
infantry  once  more  advanced,  maftered  feveral  of  the 
enemy's  entrenchments,  and  made  way  for  a  new  attack  of 
their  cavalry,  which  broke  in  with  irrefiftible  impetuofity 
wpon  the  Auftrians,  and  threw  feveral  bodies  of  them  into 
irreparable  diforder.  It  was  now  about  nine  o'clock,  the 
two  armies  were  involved  in  a  pitched  darknefs  ;  yetthefire 
continued  without  intermiflion,  and  thfe  battalions  with  a 
blincf  rage  difcharged  at  each  other  without  diftinguilhing 
friend  or  foe. 

M.  Daun  did  every  thing  in  the  difpofitibn  and  the  allien, 
that  became  his  high  chara6ler.  But  he  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  the  miraculous  fortune  of  the  King  of  Pruflia.  He 
received  a  dangerous  wound  on  the  thigh,  and  was  carried:' 
from  the  field,  which  probably  diftieartened  the  troops,  and 
haftencd  the  defeat.  The  command  then  fell  on  the  Count 
O'Donnel,  who  finding  a  great  part  of  his  troops  in  difor- 
der, the  night  advanced,  and  the  enemy  pofiefled  of  emi- 
nences which  commanded  his  camp,  and  of  which  it  was 
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irain  to  think  of  difpoireffing  them,  ordered  a  retreat,  which 
was  concjucled  in  this  darknefs  and  acrofs  the  Elbe  with 
wonderful  order  ;  none  v/ere  loft  in  paillng  the  bridges,  and 
far  the  greater  part  of  their  artillery  was  preferred.  The 
Pruffians  rema.ined  mafters  of  this  Vv^ell-fought  and  bloody 
field.  The  darknefs  hindered  them  from  molefting  the 
enemies  retreat  or  improving  their  victory,  which  they 
bought  at  the  expence  of  ten  thoufand  killed  and  wounded, 
and  about  three  thoufand  prifoners.  But  even  with  this  lofs, 
the  advantage  was  well  purchafed :  it  was  a  neceflary  and  a 
glorious  vi^ory.  It  r«-eftabli{hed  the  reputation  of  their 
arms  ;  it  fecured  their  winter- quarters ;  and  gave  them, 
again  the  poUeiTion  of  a  great  part  of  Saxony. 

Probably  of  all  the  King  of  PruiTia's  battles,  this  was  the 
moft  important ;  and  it  was  that  in  the  conduit  of  which 
he  fhewed  the  greateft  (kill,  intrepidity,  and  perfeverance. 
His  troops  behaved  with  a  iirmneis  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  thofe  which  he  formerly  led  into  Bohemia.  In 
this  action  where  they  were  to  furmount  e\^ery  obftacle  and 
encounter  every  difficulty  and  danger  in  order  to  attack  fa 
great  and  excellent  an  army  as  the  Auftrian,  under  fuch  an 
accompli£hed  commander  as  M,  Daun,  their  number  did 
not  exceed  fifty  thoufand  men. 

The  lois  ©f  the  Auftrians  was  very  great ;  the  number 
killed  and  woiinded  is  not  indeed  accurately  known.  Pro- 
bably it  did  not  much,  if  at  all  exceed  the  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  victorious  army  >  but  the  prifoners  were  far  more 
numerous,  tw^o  hundred  and  fixteen  officers  of  the  Auftri- 
ans  were  taken,  among  whom  were  four  generals,  together 
with  eight  thoufand  of  the  common  fort.  The  king  in  this 
battle,  in  which  he  every  moment  expofed  his  life  to  the 
greateft  dangers,  received  a  flight  contufion  in  his  breaft  by 
a  mufketfhot. 

The  Auftrians  difputed  the  victory  in  the  Gazettes.  But 
i^e  King  of  Pruffia  reaped  all  the  fruits  of  it^  he  recovered 
all  Saxony  except  Drefden  ;  it  had  been  the  extremity  of 
rafhnefs  to  have  commenced  the  fiege  of  that  place  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  and  in  the  fight  of  an  army  ftrongly  pofted, 
and  which  though  it  had  been  beaten  continued  after  its  de- 
teat,  more  numerous  than  his  own.  His  troops  had  alrea- 
dy fuftained  fatigues  almoft  beyond  human  ftrength ;  and 
fihe  moft  prudent  part  now  left  was  to  permit  them  to  en- 
j<jy  a  little  repofe  j  and  in  the  interval  gf  a^ion^to  prepare, 
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by  employing  the  means  his  victory  had  put  into  his  hands, 
for  the  ardaeys  work  of  the  enfuing  campaign. 

Indeed  thd  face  of  the  Pruflian  affairs  had  been  prodi-< 
gioufly  changed  fince  the  day  in  which  their  enemies  had 
entered  Berlin.  It  was  obferved  that  the  taking  of  that  city 
had  been  before, this  ominous  to  the  Auftrian  caufe  :  and 
that  General  Haddick's  expedition  againft  it  in  1757,  had 
been  followed  by  the  viftories  of  Rofbach  and  LiiTa,  as  this 
irruption  was  bv  that  of  Torgau.  There  was  fome  differ-. 
ence  between  the  former  vi6lories  and  the  latter.  But  the 
Pruflians  drew  motives  of  confolation  and  hope  from  thefe 
coincidences.  There  was  alfo  fomething  folid  in  the  advan- 
tages they  had  .acquired.  After  the  King  of  Pruffia's  march 
had  delivered  Berlin,  General  Werner  marched  into  Pome-. 
ranip  ;  and  on  his  approach,  together  with  that  of  Winter, 
the  Ruffians  raifed  the  fiege  of  Colberg,  (which  they  had 
kept  fo  long  blocked  up  by  fea  and  land)  and  then  retired 
into  Poland,  not  having  been  able  to  effedl  in  Pomerania  by 
the  operations  of  the  whole  year,  more  than  the  devaftation 
of  the  open  country.  Then  Werner  having  freed  the 
Eaftern,  flew  to  the  relief  of  the  Weflern  Pomerania,  where 
the  fuccefs  was  as  rapid,  and  more  brilliant.  He  defeated 
a  body  of  Swedes  which  was  pofted  near  PafTewalk,  com^ 
pelled  them  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand  men,  in 
killed  and  prifoners  ;  and  purfuing  his  advantage  with  fpirit, 
the  Swedes  were  at  length  compelled  to  evacuate  the  Pruf- 
fian  Pomerania,  and  to  fall  back  upon  Stralfund. 

All  the  armies  of  the  Ruffians  at  length  quitted  the  king's 
territories.  General  Laudohn  abruptlyraifedthe  blockadeof 
Cofel  ;and  afterwards  abandoning  Landfhut,  he  retired  into 
the  Auihian  Silefia,  and  left  all  the  Pruffian  part  in  quiet. 
M.  Daun  after  the  battle  of  Torgau,  feeing  the  King  of 
Pruffia  attempt  nothing  againft  Drefden,  placed  one  part  of 
his  army  in  that  city,  and  cantoned  the  reft  in  thofe  ftrong 
pofts  which  lie  to  the  fouth  and  weft  of  it,  by  which  he 
commanded  the  Elbe  and  kept  open  his  communication  with 
Bohemia.  The  army  of  the  empire  retired  into  Franconia. 
and  placed  its  head  quarters  at  Bamberg. 
-  The  King  of  Pruflia  omitted  nothing  to  re-eftablifh  his 
affairs;  and  the  recovery  of  Saxony  gave  him  great  oppor- 
tunities for  that  purpofe.  We  may  judge  of  the  importance 
of  that  poffeffion  by  the  rcfources  he  was  able  to  draw  from 
>t.  He  demanded  of  the  circle  of  Lcipficjc  for  the  contribu- 
tion? 
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tions  of  the  enfuing  year,  two  millions  of  crowns,  exclufive 
of  the  ordinary  revenue,  together  with  a  vaft  quantity  of 
forage  and  provifion.  From  all  the  other  parts  of  Mifnia 
which  he  held  he  exa61:ed  in  the  fame  proportion.  He 
compelled  them  alfo  to  fupply  a  vaft  number  of  recruits : 
his  demand  was  twenty  thoufand  ;  and  though  it  be  certain 
that  they  could  not  fupply  fo  many,  yet  he  was  enabled  by 
the  recruits  furnifhed  by  Saxony  alone,  entirely  to  fill  up 
the  breaches  which  the  battle  of  Torgau  had  made  in  his 
battalions.  He  drew  alfo  vaft  refources  from  the  dutchy  of 
Mecklenburgh,  which  he  taxed  at  fome  millions  of  crowns, 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  provifion,  and  a  great  number  of 
recruits.  Thefe  he  infifted  either  on  receiving  immediately, 
or  that  the  duke  fhould  enter  his  troops  into  the  Prullian 
fervice.  It  is  faid  that  his  majefty  then  made  fome  fort  of 
treaty  or  compofition  with  the  duke,  whofe  condition  has 
been  from  the  beginuing  of  the  war,  the  worft  that  can  be 
imagined.  For  his  fituation  is  fuch,  juft  behind  the  Pruflian 
dominions,  and  out  of  all  poflibility  of  communication  with 
the  grand  armies  of  his  allies,  that  he  cannot  be  benefited 
by  any  advantages  which  they  acquire  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
fuffers  almoft  equally,  whether  the  King  of  Pruffia  be  vic- 
torious or  defeated  5  and  his  dominions  muft  furnifli  the 
means  of  improving  the  king's  vidtories,  and  repairing  his 
lofTes.  If  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  made  a  treaty  with  this 
Prince,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  almoft  wholly  in  his 
majefty's  favour,  and  that  he  has  taken  care  that  he  ihall 
not  draw  much  lefs  profit  from  the  Duke  of  Mecklenburgh 
as  an  ally,  than  he  had  derived  from  him  as  an  enemy. 

In  fhort,  with  regard  to  extent  of  poiTeifion,  the  King 
of  Pruflia  is  much  in  the  fame  fituation  in  which  he  was 
left  at  the  clofing  the  foregoing  campaign  ;  but  in  all  other 
refpe£ts  his  condition  is  infinitely  preferable.  He  had  then 
indeed  the  fame  pofleflions  in  Saxony  ;  but  he  clofed  that 
campaign  with  the  lofs  of  two  battles,  deftruclive  in  them- 
felves,  and  difgraceful  in  their  circumftances :  he  clofed 
this  by  a  moft  beneficial  artd  moft  glorious  viftory,  by  which 
the  reputation  of  his  arms,  greatly  tarnifhed,  was  reftored 
to  its  former  brightnefs,  and  which  in  its  confequences  has 
given  him  as  fair  a  profpe£l  of  fuccefs  as  he  can  have,  whilft 
the  alliance  againft  him  is  not  in  the  leaft  degree  weakened 
by  the  falling  off  of  the  moft  inconfiderable  member,  or 
the  abatement  of  the  fmalleft  degree  of  their  animofity. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     X. 

^e  Allies  ra'ife  the  fiege  of  Gotihigcn,  Winter  quarters 
and  fufferings  of  the  Britijh  troops.  Popular  debates  in 
England  CGncerning  the  German  War. 

•^X^HE  allied  army  in  Weftphalia  after  their  failure  on 
A  the  lower  Rhine,  turned  their  attention  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  Wefcr,  and  made  a  vigorous  attempt  upon 
Gottingcn.  which  from  the  22d  ©f  November,  until  the 
12th  of  the  following  month,  they  kept  blockaded.  But 
the  French  made  a  brave  defence,  and  having  taken  a  ftrono; 
pole  of  the  allies  in  a  fally,  they  compelled  them  to  raife  the 
blockade.  They  were  before  heartily  weary  of  it,  having 
iufFercd  incredible  hardfhips,  both  in  this  and  all  the  other 
iervices  of  the  campaign,  in  which  they  had  io  often  tra- 
verfed  that  great  tra(St  of  country  which  lies  between  the 
Maine,  the  Wefer,  and  the  Rhine  :  and  though  the  winter 
continued  very  temperate  and  open,  fuch  unufual  rains 
had  fallen,  that  the  waters  were  every  where  out,  and  the 
roads  fo  damaged,  that  their  provifions  could  fcarceiy  arrive, 
or  their  communication  be  preferved. 

At  length  therefore,  they  fubmitted  to  go  into  winter 
quarters,  leaving  the  French  in  poffeflion  of  Hefle,  and  the 
xvhole  country  eallward  of  the  Wefer  to  the  frontiers  of 
the  electorate  :  by  which  they  communicated  with  the 
Auftrians  and  Imperialifts,  and  prevented  the  fuccourswith 
which  the  King  of  PrulTia,  after  the  battle  of  Torgau,  had 
WiX-^T^A^di  to  reinforce  th-e  allied  army.  The  Engliih  troops 
■were  ca^ntoned  for  the  winter,  in  the  bifhopric  of  Pader- 
born  \  and  Lord  Granby  eflablifhed  his  head  quarters  in 
the  city  of  that  name.  But  thefe  quarters  proved  a  very 
indifferent  place  of  repofe  for  the  Britifh  troops,  worn  out 
v/ith  the  fatigues  of  fo  laborious  a  campaign,  partly  from 
the  natural  penury  of  the  country ;  and  partly  from  the 
vail  numbers  to  be  fupported,  at  a  time  when  the  fphere  of 
their  fubrirtence  was  extremely  ftreightened ;  and  even  that 
narrow  fphere  exhaufted  by  having  been  four  years  the  feat 
of  war.  This  fcarcity  wiis  increafed  by  the  difficulty  of  the 
xoads,  and  probably  in  fomc  degree  by  the  avarice  of  con- 
tiaxSlors,  over  whom,  fcveral  were  of  opinion,  as  ftriif  a 
watch  had  not  been  kept,  as  is  at  all  times  nccellary  foe  that 
Ibrt  of  people 

But 
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But  whatever  were  the  caufesof  this  fcarcity  :  it  v/as  bit- 
terly felt  by  the  troops,  and  was  accompanied  by  difeafes 
which  thinned  them  extremely.  This  raifed  a  general  dif- 
content  in  the  army,  which  was  fpeedily  communicated  to 
En2;land,  where  the  people  during  the  preceding  year,  not 
having  been  ftruck.  with  thofe  brilliant  advantages  which 
diftinguifh  an  offenfive  campaign,  did  not  confine  their  com- 
plaints to  the  condu6l  of  the  war,  but  began  to  fall  into  an 
aimoft  general  difiike  of  the  very  fyftem  upon  which  it 
was  purfued. 

Much  of  the  old  difputc  between  the  naval  and  continen- 
tal fchemes  was  renewed  ;  and   enforced  with    many  addi- 
tional topics.     The  alliances  of  the  war  in  Germany   were 
feverely  criticifed.    "  We  are  purfuing,  faid  they,  a  fyftem, 
by  which  we  muft  certainly  lofe  all  the   advantages    which 
we  acquired  for  the  fhort  time  we  followed   one  that   was 
more  national,  and  fuitable  to  our  circumftances  ;  a  fyftem 
of  all  others  the  moft  abfurd  ;  a  fyftem  in  which  defeats  are 
attended  with  their  ufual  fatal  effects,  and    in  which  even 
victory  itfelf  cannot  fave  us  from  ruin.     We  will  not  enter, 
faid  they,  into  that  long  and  vainly  agitated  queftion.  Whe- 
ther we  ought  to  take  any    part  in  the   differences   which 
may  arife   between  the   powers  on    the   continent  ?  This 
difquifition  is  foreign  to  the  prefent  purpofe ;  and  it  is    be- 
sides of  too  vague  and  general  a  nature  to  admit  any  precifd 
<ietermination  ;  but  this  undoubtedly  may  be    aflerted,  that 
we  never  can  confiftently  with  common  prudence,  engage 
in  a  continental  war  agarnft  France,  without  a  concurrence 
in  our  favour  of  the  other  powers  on  the  continent.     Thi^ 
was  the  continental  fcheme  of  the  great  King  William  ;  and 
this  principle  the  foundation  of  the  grand  alliance  which  he 
proje6ted,  and  at  the  head  of  which,  in  defence  of  the  li^ 
berties  of  Europe,  he  made  the  moft  auguft   appearance   to» 
which  human  nature  can  be  raifed.     It  was  on  this  princi- 
ple, that  in  conjunction  with  half  Europe,    we  carried  on 
the  war  with  fo  much  honour  and    fuccefs   againft  France, 
under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough.     But  to  engage  in  a  con- 
tinental war  with  that  power,  not  only  unaflifted  but  oppo- 
fed  by  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  ftates  with  whom  we  were 
then  combined,  is  an  attempt  never  to  be  juftified   by  any 
comparative  calculation  of  the  populoufnefs,  the   revenues, 
or  the  general  ftrength  of  the  two  nations.     It  is  a  def- 
^rate  ftruggle^  which  muft  finally  end  m  our  ruin. 

But 
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But  what  is  the  fcene  which  we  have  chofen  for  this 
{Iruggle  I  We  have  chofen  Germany  j  the  very  fpot  of  all 
others  which  the  French,  if  they  had  their  choice,  would 
have  pointed  out  to  us.  By  making  Germany  the  theatre 
of  war,  they  fee  that  country  walled  and  deftroyed,  the 
flrength  of  which  has  always  proved  the  greateft  bulwark 
againft  there  overbearing  ambition.  They  fee  the  fwords 
of  the  Germans,  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  thatvaft  and 
populous  country,  turned  againft  each  other ;  and  they  fee 
with  joy  the  Englifh,  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  fave  them  as 
much  as  pofTible,  co-oporating  with  her  blood  and  trea- 
fures,  to  compleat  the  difunion,  and  confequently  the  de- 
folation  of  Germany*  In  a  war  in  that  coiintry  France  has 
many  advantages  :  fhe  fupports  her  armies  in  a  great  degree 
by  pillaging  thofe  whom  in  every  refpe6l  it  is  her  intereft  to 
weaken.  She  is  not  very  remote  from  her  own  fronties, 
from  whence  fhe  is  eafily  provided,  eafily  recruited;  and  by 
means  of  which  a  great  part  of  the  public  money  is  expend- 
ed in  the  country  where  it  is  raifed*  Is  fhe  unfuccesful  ? 
fhe  is  brought  thereby  but  the  nearer  to  her  frontiers,  fup- 
ports her  troops  with  ftill  the  greater  facility,  and  exhaufts 
flill  lefs  the  natural  wealth  of  her  people.  Even  fuppofc 
the  French  army  driven  into  France  j  even  then  thefe  ad- 
vantages on  her  fide  are  increafed  ;  and  very  obvious  cir- 
cumftances  render  it  impoflible  for  the  allied  army  to  pufh 
their  fuccefs  on  the  German  frontiers  of  France  to  any  de- 
cifive  confequence. 

But  to  the  Englifh,  every  thing  is  unfavourable  in  fuch 
a  war ;  their  greateft  fucceffes  will  only  carry  them  to  a 
greater  diftance  from  their  refources,  and  every  ftep  of 
their  progrefs  muft  make  the  tranfportof  provifion,  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  the  infinite  impediments  of  a  large  army 
more  difficult,  and  in  the  end  altogether  impradlicable.  This 
is  not  fpeculation  ;  the  events  which  followed  the  battle  of 
Crevelt  have  proved  it.  Prince  Ferdinand,  victorious  in 
that  a£tion,  was  obliged,  rather  from  the  difficulty  of  fub- 
fifting,  than  th^  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  to  repafs  the 
Rhine,  and  to  bring  back  to  Germany  that  war  with  which 
he  threatened  France.  It  is  thus,  that  upon  this  plan,  vic- 
tory itfelf  cannot  fave  us,  and  that  all  our  fuccefles  itrve  only 
to  accumulate  new  diftrefTes,  new  difficulties,  new  charges. 
Whilft  France,  who  has  only  contracted .  her  expences  by 
the  lofs  of  her  navy^  encourages   us   to   enter   deeper   and 

deeper 
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"deeper  into  the  inextricable  toils  o^a  German  war,  inv/hich 
\ve  waile  our  ftrength  only  to  entangle  ourlelves  further. 
She  holds  the  firings,  and  can  never  be  tired  out  at  this 
game.  From  all  this  arifes  an  expence  unknown  even  in 
thought  to  our  forefathers,  and  which  the  fmgle  revenue  of 
fengland  is  by  no  means  able  to  bear.  The  allies,  if  they 
deferve  the  name,  fupply  not  the  fmallefl  part  of  it.  The 
Hanoverians  and  Hcffians  contribute  to  our  fervice  only  by 
enabling  us  to  protract  ftill  longer  our  efforts  in  a  fyftem,  in 
which  nothing  can  fo  effectually  ferve  us  as  being  defeated 
as  early  as  poffiblci 

As  to  the  King  of  PrulTia,  what  we  pay  to  that  monarch, 
may  rather  be  confidered  as  tribute  than  fubfidy  ;  fmce  we^ 
receive  nothing  in  return  :  and  that  far  from  being  able  to 
afford  any  relief  to  our  armies,  he  is  fcarcely  in  a  condition 
to  fupport  himfelf.  So  that  this  alliance  is  worfe  than  the 
former,  as  it  is  an  heavy  charge  compenfated  not  only  with 
no  real,  but  even  with  no  apparent  or  fliewy  advantage. 
Indeed,  he  is  an  ally  thelaft  in  the  world  we  ought  to  have 
chofen,  on  account  of  his  long  connection  with  our  worft 
enemies,  the  mean  and  the  hoilile  fentiments  he  has  always 
entertained  towards  us,  the  injuries  he  has  done  us,  and  the 
general  lightnefs  of  his  faith  with  regard  to  his  former  allies. 
We  regard  him,  it  is  true,  as  the  protector  of  the  Proteftant 
religion  ;  but  how  lightly  he  thinks  of  all  religion  his  writ- 
ings teflify  ;  and  what  mifchiefs  he  has  done  the  Proteftant 
caufe  in  particular,  this  war  will  be  a  lafting  m.emorial. 
When  he  entered  Saxony,  a  Proteftant  country,  he  found 
that  religion  no  ways  molefted  in  thofe  places,  where  it  had 
been  eftablifhed  or  tolerated  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia. 
Even  in  the  Popifti  dominions  the  perfecution  began  to  lofe 
ibmething  of  its  ede;e,  when  he  under  the  name  of  its  pro- 
te6tor,  brought  upon  it  as  great  a  calamity  as  its  moft  deter- 
mined enemies  could  have  v/ifhed;  by  dividing  the  reform- 
ed ftates  of  the  empire,  and  fetting  Proteftants  to  cut  the 
throats  of  Proteftants,  whilft  all  the  Popifn  powers  have 
h^Qu.  forced  into  a  ftriCt  confederacy. 

Had  we  kept  ourfelves  clear  of  this  runious  fyftem,  and 
inftead  of  engaging  France  on  her  ftrong  fide,  attacked  and 
vanquiftied  her  colonies,  one  after  another,  we  mxight  with- 
out exhaufting  our  own  ftrength  have  gradually  wafted  away 
the  principal  refources  of  her  trade,  and  whilft  we  continued 
this  methodj  have  as  liuie  reafon  to  grow   tired    of  a   war 

K       '  (the 
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(the  whole  funds  of  which  would  be  fpent  at  home)  as 
France  has  togrov/  weary  in  the  prefent  manner  of  carry- 
ing it  on.  If  the  powers  on  the  continent  were  \th  with- 
out our  interpofition  to  do  their  own  bufinefe  they  would 
probably  better  underftand  and  better  defend  theii  own- 
rights.  At  worft  let  France  enter,  let  them  conquer,  let 
them  poflefs  Hanover ;  there  is  no  mifch-ief  they  can  do  that 
country  greater  than  it  fafFers  by  the  prefent  war  j  and  we 
3iot  exhaufting  ©urfetves  by  a  fruitlefs  defence,  fhould  in  the^ 
«nd  by  the  entire  pofTeflioii  of  the  French  colonies,  be  able^ 
befidcs  the  fecurity  of  our  own  juft  claims,  to  reftore  the 
Hanoverian  dominions  to  their  lawful  fovereign,  and  ever> 
lo  procure  fome  indemnification  for  what  they  might  have 
fuffered  in  our  quarrel." 

This  is  pretty  nearly  the  fubflance  of  what  was  urgecf 
againft  the  German  fyftem  j  and  the  argument  was  eon- 
^u6led  with  great  management  and  addrefs,  and  interfperfed 
with  a  number  of  topics  well  calculated  to  fpread  difcontent,- 
and  to  place  in  an  odious  light  every  ftep  taken  in  thofe  al- 
liances and  in  that  war.  Many,  however,  ftrongly  adhered 
to  that  methody  and  they  anfwered  "  That  the  beft  rea- 
fons  on  the  other  fide  were  more  fpecious  than  folid  j  and' 
that  the  chief  writmgs  againft  our  German  conne6lioHs  were 
declamations  rather  than  arguments.  That  the  complaint 
of  the  expence  of  this  war  was  in  fome  meafure  juft  ;  but 
if  the  advantagG\va<s  in  any  degree  equivalent,  the  expence 
was  incurred  to  good  purpofe.  That  France  by  engaging 
io  heartily  as  ihe  has  done  in  the  German  war,  has  drawi\ 
away  fo  much  of  her  attention  and  her  revenue  from  her 
navy,  that  it  enabled  us  ts  give  fuch  a  blow  to  her  maritime 
Itrength,  as  poflibly  fhe  may  never  be  able  to  recover.  Her 
engagement  in  the  German  war,  has  likewife  drawn  her 
from  the  defence  of  her  colonies,  by  which  means  we  have 
conquered  fome  of  the  moft  confiderable  fhc  poflefled.  It 
has  withdrawn  her  from  the  prote6lion  of  her  trade,  by 
which  it  is  entirely  deftroyed,  whilft  that  of  England  has- 
never  in  the  profoundcft  peace  been  in  fo  flouri{hing  a  con- 
dition. So  that  by  embarking  in  this  German  war,  France 
has  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  undone,  fo  far  as  regards  her  par- 
ticular and  immediate  quarrel  with  England.  But  has  flie 
had  in  Germany  fuch  fucccfles  as  will  counterballance  this 
loK  ?  Far  from  it.  At  this  moment  flic  is  infinitely  lefs  ad- 
vanced than  ihe  was  the  year  ihe  en  tcrcd  Germany,  after 

having 
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having  fpent  fuch  immenfe  fums  of  money,  and  lofl  by  the 
■fword,  by  difeafe,  and  by  defertion,  at  leaft  100,000  of  her 
people. 

On  the  ©ther  hand,  the  accounf  (lands  thus  with  regard 
to  England  j  deeply  embarked  as  fhe  has  been  in  this  Ger- 
man war,  in  her  particular  quarrel   with    France,  fhe   has 
been  carried  along  with  aa  almoft  uninterrupted  tide  of  fuc- 
cefs.     She  has  taken  many  -of  the  French  colonies  ■-,  fhe  has 
deilroyed  their  navy  and  their  trade,  and   having    infulted 
the  enemies  coafts,  has  ruined  an  harbour  which  might  one 
day  prove  very  obnoxious  to  us.     Then  how  flands  the  ac- 
count in  Germany?  The  French  have  been  there  frequent- 
ly defeated  :  Hanover  has    been   recovered  and   protedled  : 
The  King  of  PrufBa  has  been  preferved   fo  long   at   leaft 
from  the  rage  -of  his  enemies,  and  in  gener:^  th-e    liberty  of 
Germany  has  been  hitherto  fecured.     So  that    if  we  have 
incurred  a  great   expence,  we  have   done   by   it  infinitely- 
more  than  France  has  done    at  an  expence    much  greater 
than  ours.     For   the  advocates    who   declaim  againfl    the 
King  of  Pruffia,    feem  to  have   forgot  that  the  charge  of 
the  French  army  muft  exceed  ours,  as  the  number  of  their 
troops  to  be  paidp    exceeds  the  difference  between   French 
and  Englifh  pay.     Thofe  on  the  Englifh    eftablifhment  iii 
Germany,  have  at  no  time  exceeded  25,000,    and  the  refl 
of  the  confederates  fer\^e  very  nearly  on  the  fame  terms  with 
the  French.     Not  to  mention  the  iubfidies  fo  greatly  fupc- 
x\ox  to  ours,  which  that  power   pays  to  flates   from  whom 
ihe  has  not  a  fmgle  regiment  to  augment  her  armies.  Thus, 
although   by    our   viSories,  France   is    relieved  from  the 
charge  of  her  navy,  and  that  of  the  defence  of  fome   of 
her  moft  confiderable  colonies,  the  German  war  alone  has 
|)rought  her  finances  to  a  diftrefs  of  which  the  whole  worl4 
has  been  witnefs.     And  nothing  lefs  could  have  happened  ; 
the  expence  however  contraded  was   flili    enormous;  and 
$he  refouree   of  every   war,    trade  was  almofl  wholly  de- 
iftroyed.     In  England,  the  expence   was  alf<?  undoubtedly 
great :  but  then,  the  old  trade  flill  remained  to   fupply   it, 
;and  new  channels  were  opened.     Had  we  lain  by  and  tame- 
ly beheld  Germany  in  part  pofTefled,  and   the  refl  compel- 
led to  receive  laws  from  France,  the  war  there  would  foon 
have  been  brought  to  an  end ;  and  France  flrengthened   by 
viclory,  by  conquefl  and  alliance,  would   have   the   whole 
iforce  and  whole  reveaue  9^  her  mighty  mpnarchy  free   to 
^%  againft  U5  alone,  K  ^  They 
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The}^  argued  further,  that  common  faith  obliged  us  to 
an  adherence  to  our  engagements  both  with  Hanover  and 
PrulTia  ;  and  that  the  pleaded  incapacity  to  aflill:  them  ari- 
img  from  the  greatnefs  of  the  charge  could  not  excufe  us  ; 
becaufe  the  incapacity  v/as  not  real ;  and  if  the  expence 
M-as  inconvenient,  we  ought  to  have  looked  to  that  when 
we  contradled  our  engagements.  That  it  v/as  not  true, 
that  we  received  no  advantage  from  our  alliance  with  the 
King  of  PrufTia;  for  if  it  be  once  admitted,  that  we  en- 
tered with  any  reafon  into  the  German  war  (which  they 
luppofed  proved)  then  the  King  of  Pruffia  has  been  very 
materially  ferviceable  to  us  ;  becaufe  it  was  his  victory  at 
Rofbach,  and  t^iC  reinforcement  from  his  troops,  which 
has  enabled  us  to  do  all  that  has  fince  been  atchieved.  In 
the  like  manner,  if  the  fupport  of  the  proteftant  religion 
beany  part  of  our  care,  that  religion  muft  fuffer  eminent- 
ly by  the  ruin  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  ;  for  though  the  wri- 
tings attributed  to  his  PruflTian  Majefty  be  fuch,  as  if  really 
his,  reflcft  on  account  of  their  impiety  great  difgrace  on 
his  character  as  a  man,  yet  as  a  king,  in  his  public  and  po- 
litical capacity,  he  is  the  natural  prote£for  of  the  proteftant 
religion  in  Germany ;  and  it  will  alv/ays  be  his  intereft  to 
defend  it. 

We  (hall  not  prefume  to  determine,  which  party  has  the 
right  hde  of  this  queilicn  ;  it  was  once  undoubtedly  a  quef- 
tion  very  fit  to  be  difcufTed  with  great  care ;  but  having 
chofe  our  party,  it  is  at  prefent  little  more  than  a  mattej- 
of  political  fpeculation. 

CHAP.     XII. 

Tmirot  fills  fr&m  Dunkirk,  Puts  into  Gotienhurg  and 
Bergen,  Puts  into  the  Ijle  of  Hay.  He  takes  Car  rick- 
fergus.  Sails  frcm  thence.  He  is  killed  a?:d  his  whole 
f(j:iadron  taken.  War  in  Arnrriia,  General  Jmherjl 
goes  dozLm  the  river  St.  Laurence.  Gcfieral  Murray 
marches  from  Quebec.  Montreal  furrenders.  Cherokee 
ivar,  Jffairs  of  the  Eojl-Inclics.  Lally  defeated  by 
Coote, 

BEfore  we  refume  the   account   of  the  war    in   America 
It  will  be  neceflary  to  take  fome  notice  of  the  attempt 
cf  the  celebrated  Thurot.    It  happened  much  earlier  in  the 

year, 
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year,  than  the  events  which  we  have  juft  related.  But  tq 
avoid  breaking  the  thread  of  the  more  important  events  in 
Germany,  we  have  referved  it  for  this  place. 

The  reader  will  remember,  that  in  the  French  fcheme 
for  invading  thefe  idands,  (which  was  defcribed  as  it  then 
appeared  to  us  in  the  4th  chapter  of  the  annals  of  1759,)  a 
fmall  fquadron  was  prepared  at  Dunkirk,  under  Monlieur 
Thurot,  the  deftination  of  v/hich  moft  people  at  that  time 
imagined  to  have  been  for  Scotland.'  But,  it  has  fince  ap- 
peared, that  this  little  fquadron  was  intended  to  make  a  di- 
verfion  on  the  north  coail  of  Ireland,  whilft  the  grand  fleet 
under  Monfieur  de  Conflans,  made  the  principal  defcent  in 
fome  of  the  fouthern  parts  of  that  kingdom.  The  m.anner 
in  which  the  latter  and  principal  part  of  this  projeft  failed, 
has  already  been  related  among  the  tranfatSlions  of  that 
year.  It  remains  now  to  give  fome  account  of  the  part  in 
which  Thurot  vv^as  concerned. 

His  fquadron,  confiding  of  five  frigates,  on  board  of 
which  were  1270  land  foldiers,  failed  from  the  port  of 
Dunkirk  on  the  5th  of  October  1759.  They  had  been 
blocked  up  until  that  time  by  an  Englifh  fleet ;  but  under 
favour  of  an  hazy  night,  they  put  out  to  fea,  and  arrived  at 
Gottenburg  in  Sweden  ten  days  after.  From  thence  they 
made  to  Lergen  in  Norway.  In  thefe  voyages,  the  men 
were  reduced  by  fickncfs,  and  the  velTels  themfelves  had 
fo  fuffered  by  ftorms,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fend  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  of  them  back  to  France.  It  was 
not  until  the  5th  of  December,  that  they  w^ere  able  to  fail 
dire6tly  for  their  place  of  deftination.  But  their  old  ill  for- 
tune purfued  them  with  freih  difappointments.  For  near 
three  months  they  beat  backward  and  forward  amongft  the 
weftern  ifles  of  Scotland,  having  in  vain  attempted  a  conve- 
nient landing  near  Derry.  In  this  tedious  interval  they  fuf- 
fered  every  pofiible  hardfhip.  Their  men  were  thinned  and 
disheartened.  Another  of  their  fhips  was  feparated  from 
them,  of  which  they  never  heard  more.  The  now  remain- 
ing three  were  extremely  (battered,  and  their  crews  fufier- 
ed  extremely  by  famine.  This  obliged  them  to 
put  into  the  ifle  of  Hay;  where  they  refitted  and  Feb.  16. 
took  in  fome  cattle  and  provifions,  vv^hich  were 
liberally  paid  for  by  the  2;enerous  adventurer  who  command- 
ed, and  who  behaved  in  all  refpe^ts  with  his  ufual  courtefy 
^nd  humanity. 
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Here  they  heard  for  the  firft  time  of  the  defeat  of  Con- 
Ban's  fquadron.  This  was  a  circumflance  of  great  dif- 
couragemcnt.  But  as  Thurot  could  not  be  fure  that  this 
intelligence  was  not  given  to  deceive  him ;  he  perfiiled  in 
his  refolution  to  fail  for  Ireland.  Indeed  he  had  fcarcely 
any  other  choice ;  for  he  was  fo  poorly  victualled,  that  he 
could  not  hope  without  fome  refrefhment,  to  get  back  to 
France.  And  he  was  further  urged  on  by  his  love  of  glory^ 
110  fmall  fiiare  of  which  he  was  certain  to  add  to  his  cha- 
ra£l:er,  if  he  could  ftrike  a  blow  of  never  fo  little  impor- 
tance on  the  coaft  of  Ireland  :  For  by  this  he  might  make 
fome  appearance  of  having  revenged  the  many  infuUs 
which  had  been  offered  to  the  coaft  of  France. 

Full  oi  thefe  ideas,  he  arrived  before  the  town  of  Car- 
rickfergus  on  the  28th  of  February  *,  and  landed  his  troops, 
now  reduced  to  about  600  men,  the  day  following.  They 
were  augmented  by  draughts  from  his  feamen  to  near  1000. 
Thefe  he  formed  on  the  beach,  and  moved  to  the  attack  of 
the  town.  Carrickfergus  is  furrounded  by  an  old  wall  ruin- 
ous in  many  places.  Colonel  Jennings  commanded  about 
four  companies  in  the  town,  moftly  of  new  raifed  men,  ex- 
tremely ill  provided  with  ammunition,  and  no  way  prepa- 
re<l  for  this  attack,  which  they  had  not  the  leaft  reafon 
to  expeft.  However,  they  fhut  the  gates,  fciit  off  the 
French  prifoners  to  Belfrft,  and  took  aJl  the  meafures  their 
circumftances  woiild  admit.  The  enemy  advanced  and 
attacked  the  gates.  There  was  no  cannon  ;  but  the  gates 
were  <3efended  with  effect  by  mufquet  Ibot,  until  the  am^ 
cnunition  w^as  fpent.  Then  the  garrifon  retired  into  the 
caftle,  which  having  a  breach  in  the  wall  near  50  itQt  in 
extent,  was  no  ways  tenable.  They  iherefore  furrendered 
prifoners  of  war  with  terms  of  fafety  for  the  town. 

Thurot  as  foon  as  he  was  mafter  of  Carrickfergus,  iiTued 
orders  to  Eelfaft  to  fend  him  a  quantity  of  wine  and  pro- 
vifions  ;  he  made  the  fame  demand  to  the  magiftrates  of 
Carrickfergus,  which  they  having  imprudently  jrcfjufed  to 
cx)mply  v/ith,  the  town  was  plundered.  Thuxot  having 
victualled,  and  gained  as  much  reputation  by  this  action  as 
could  be  expected  from  a  fleet  which  was  uo  more  than  a 
fort  of  wreck  of  the  grand  enterprife,  fet  fail  for  France. 
But  he  had  not  left  the  bay  of  Carrickfergus  many  hours, 
\rhen  near  the  coaft  of  the  ifle  of  Man,  he  perceived  thriee 
fail  that  bore  down  upon  him.     Thefe  were  ihi^ee  EngUili 

frifgates 
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frigates  which  happened  to  be  in  the  harbour  of  Kinfale, 
when  Thurot  made  his  defcent ;  the  duke  of  Bedford,  lord 
lieutenant,  difpatched  orders  to  the  commander  of  the  fri- 
gates to  go  in  queft  of  the  French  armament.  The  Englifh 
frigates  were  one  of  36  guns  commanded  by  Capt.  Elliott  5 
and  two  of  32. 

Such  was  their  diligence  and  fuccefs,  that  they  overtook 
Thurot's  fquadron  before  they  could  get  out  of  the  Irifh  fea. 
They  were  exa^ly  three   frigates    to   three.     The  French 
fhips  were  much  the  larger,   and  their  men  much  more  nu- 
merous; but  both  (hips  and  men  were  in  a  bad  condition. 
A  fharp  and  clofe  engagement  began.     None  of  the  French 
could  poiTibly  efcape,    and    they   muft    take  or  be   taken. 
Thurot  did  all  that  could  be  expe<Sled  from  the  intrepidity 
of  his  character ;  he  fought  his  fhip  until  fhe  had  her  hold 
almoft  filled  with  water,  and  her  decks  covered  with  dead 
bodies.     At  length  he  was  killed.     The  crew  of  his  (hip, 
;ind  by  her  example  thofe   of  the  other  two,   difpirited  by 
this  blow,  and  prefTed  with  uncommon  alacrity  by  the   fig- 
nal  bravery  of  Capt.  Elliott,  and  thofe  who  commanded  un- 
der him,   ftruck,  and  were  carried  into  Ramfay  Bay  in  the 
Ifle  of  Man,     Even  this  inconfiderable  aftion  added  to  the 
glory  of  the  Englifh  arms.     None  had  been  better  conduct- 
ed, or  fought  with  greater  refolution.     This  fole  infult  on 
our  coafts  was  feverely  puniftied  ;  and  not  a  veffel  concern- 
ed in  it  efcaped.     The  public  indeed  lamented  the  death  of 
the  brave  Thurot,  who  even  whilft  he  commanded  a  priva- 
teer, fought  lefs  for  plunder  than  honour  ;  whofe  behaviour 
was   on  all  occafions   full   of   humanity  and    generofity; 
and  whofe  undaunted  courage  raifed  him  to  rank,  and  me- 
lited  difl:in6lion.     His  death   fecured  the  glory  he  always 
fought :  he  did  not  live  to  be  brought  a  prifoner  into  En- 
gland ',  or  to  hear   in   France  thofe  malignant  criticifms, 
which  fo  often  attend  unfortunate  bravery.     This  was  the 
fate  of  the  laft  remaining  branch  of  that  grand  armament, 
which   had    fo  long  been  the  hope  of  France,  the  alarm  of 
England,   and    the   objedt  of  general  attention  to  all  Eu- 


rope (a). 
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(a J  Capt,    Elliott'' s  Account  of  his  Evgagement  ^with  Monf.  Thurot, 
in  a  Letter  to  hit  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 

uEqIus, 
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In  America,  the  French  had  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  of 
their  fuccefs.  The  a6tion  of  Sillery  only  gained  them,  by 
an  immenfe   efFuficn    of  their  blood,  a  victory  which  was 

attended 


1 


Molus^  in  Rmnfay  Bay^  Feb.  29,  1760. 
My  Lordy 

Had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  on  the  26th  inft.  o^  Duhlln, 

but  very  incorreftlv  and  in  great  hafte,  as  I  that  minute  had 
information  from  the  fifhermen,  that  the  enemy  were  then  at  Car- 
tickfergusy  I  made  all  tlie  difpatch  poflible  to  attack  them  there, 
and  got  off  the  entrance  of  theharboui  that  evening,  but  the  wind 
being  contrary  and  blowing  very  hard  I  could  not  get  in. 

On  the  28th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  got  fight  of  them  un- 
der fail,  and  gave  chace  ;  about  nine  I  got  up  along  fide  their 
Commodore,  and,  in  a  few  minutes  after,  the  engagement  be- 
came general,  and  continued  very  brifkly  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
when  they  all  three  ftruck.  their  colours. 

They  proved  to  be  the  Marjhal  BelhiJIe^  of  44  guns  and  545" 
men,  M.  Thurot^  commander,  who  is  killed :  the  La  Blonde ,  of 
32  guns  and  400  men,  and  the  Terpjichore,  of  26  guns  and  300 
men  (including  the  troops  in  this  number).  I  put  in  here  to  relit 
the  (hips  who  are  all  greatly  difabled  in  their  mafts  and  rigging  ; 
the  Marjhal  Beliijle  \\\  particular,  who  loft  her  bowfprit,  mizen- 
maft,  and  main-yard  in  theadion,  and  it  is  with  much  difficulty 
we  keep  her  from  finking. 

\  have  acquainted  my  Lords  Commidioners  of  the  Admiralty 
with  the  particulars  by  exprefs,  and  I  purpofe  returning  to  fome 
port  in  Englard  as  foon  as  the  Ihips  c<»n  poifibly  be  repairei. 
Subjoined  is  a  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 


My  Lord, 

2'our  Grace's 

Mojl  humble y  and  moji  obedient  Sefvanf^ 

JOHN  ELLIOTT. 

In  his  Majefty's  Ships.  Killed.  Wounded. 

iEolus,        -----        4  15 

Pallas,         ------I  5 

Brilliant, o  11 

T  3^ 
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attended  v/ith  no  advantageous  confequences.     V^audreuil, 
the   governor   of  Canada,   after  Levy  had  been  compelled 
to  raife   the  fiege  of  Quebec,    fixed   his  head-quarters   at 
Montreal,  to  make  if  poiTible  a  laft   (land  in  that  place  ; 
for  w^hich  purpofe  he  carried  in  all  his  pofts  ;  and  here  he 
colleded  the  whole  regular  fof.ce  that  remained  in  Canada^ 
At  the  fame  time  he  fought  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  peo- 
ple by  various  rumours  and  devices,  which  he  pra^ifed  on 
iheir  credulity.     But  Monfieur  Vaudreuil's  greateft  hope, 
was  not  in  his  artifices,  nor  his  force,  but  in  the   fituatioii 
of  Canada,  which  is  much    harder   to  be    entered,  than 
when  the  enemy  has  entered  it,  to  be  conquered.     On  the 
fide  v/here  the    moft  confiderable  part  of  the  Britifh  force 
was  to  aft,  it   is  covered   with  vaft  impenetrable  woods,, 
nioraffes,  and  mountains  ;  the  only  tolerable  entrance  for  an 
army,  is  by  the  river  St.  Laurence  •,  and  the  navigation  of 
this  river  is  rendered  extremely  difficult  and  hazardous  by 
the  number  of  (hallows,  rifts  and  falls,    that  lie    between 
the  difcharge  of  Ontario  and  the  ifle  of  Montreal.      Vau- 
dreuil  was  in  expeftation,  that   the  preparations  neceflary 
for  conducing  an  army  through  fuch  a  long  and  difficult 
way,  would  neceffarily   confume    fo  much  of  the  fummefj» 
as  not  to  leave  fufficient  time  for  the  operations  abfolutely 
necefTary  to  reduce  the  remainder  of  Canada.     He  did  not 
apprehend    much    danger   from  the   garrifon    of  Quebec^ 
which  had  been  weakened  by  its  defeat  in  the  fpring.  Thefc 
confiderations  gave  him  fome  confidence  that  he  might  pro- 
traft   the  war  fomewhat   longer,  and  another  year  might 
poffibly  give  fortune  an  opportunity  to  take  fofne  turn  in  his 
favour. 

But  Mr.  Amherft,  whofe  calm  and  fteady  refolution  no 
^difficulties  could  overcome,  was  taking  the  moft  elFeftuai 
meafures  to  defeat  his  expeftations.  His  plan  was  difpofed 
in  this  manner.  Brig.  Gen.  Murray  had  orders  to  advaace 
towards  Montreal,  on  his  fide,  with  all  the  troops  which 
could  be  fpared  from  the  garrifon  of  Quebec.  Colonel 
Haviland  failed  from  Crown  Point,  and  took  pofieffion  of 
the  Ifle  au  Noix,  which  bad  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy 
on  the  28th  of  Auguft,  and  from  thence  had  orders  to  pro- 
ceed direaiy  to  the  city  of  Montreal.  His  own  army, 
confifting  of  about  10,000  men,  he  propofed  to  tranfport 
by  the  way  of  Lake  Ontario  into  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
Thus  he  propofed  entirely  to  furrgvuid  the  hfl  place  of  im- 

L  portance 
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portance  which  the  enemy  pofTefled,  and  by  the  motion  of 
the  three  armies,  in  three  fuch  different  routs,  to  render  it 
impofTible  for  therato  form  an  effectual  oppofition  to  any  of 
his  corps. 

Having  laid  this  general  plan,  he  left  Shene<Sla^ 
June2j.  dy  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York,  and  palled  up 
the  Mohawks  river  and  down  that  of  the  Oneidas, 
to  Ofwego,  where  he  arrived  on  the  9th  of  July.  The 
army  he  had  collected  there,  confifted  of  about  io,ooo 
men,  regulars  and  provincials.  Sir  Wm.  Johnfon  brought 
I  coo  favages  qf  the  Iroquois  or  five  nations  ;  the  greateft 
number  of  that  race  oi^  men  y/hich  was  ever  ken  in  arms  in 
the  caufe  of  England. 

It  was  a  matter  of  the  greatefl  diiHculty  to  tranfport  (o 
numerous  an  army,  the  whole  of  its  artillery,  its  ammuni- 
tion, and  ail  its  provifions,  over  the  expanfe  of  that  vaft 
lake  in  open  boats  and  gallies  ;  it  required  the  greateft  cau- 
tion and  the  exacteft  order,  left  they  ftiould  fall  foul  upon 
one  another,  left  they  ftiould  be  driven  out  too  far  to  gain 
the  land  on  the  firft  threatning  of  a  ftorm,  or  left  they  ftiould 
com.e  too  near  the  fhore.  But  all  the  difpofitions  were 
made  in  the  moft  admirable  method,  and  with  that  regula- 
rity of  military  arrangement,  Vv'hich  makes  fo  confiderable 
3.  part  of  the  chara>5ter  of  that  able  com-m.ander.  So  that 
the  whole. army  embarked  pn  the  loth  of  Auguft.  A  der- 
tachment  had  been  fent  fomc  days  before  to  clear  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  river  St.  Laurence  of  any  obftruction,  and  to  find 
the  beft  paftage  for  the  veffels. 

On  the  .27th  he  had  entered  that  river,  taken  poftellion 
of  Swegatchic,  and  made  all  difpofitions  for  the  attack  of 
L'lile  Royaie,  a  fort  lower  down  in  the  river  which  com- 
manded  it,  and  by  this  command  is  the  moft  important  poft, 
and  as  it  were  the  key  of  Canada.  The  troops  and  boats 
were  fo  difpofed,  that  the  ifle  was  compleatiy  invefted,  and 
the  garrjfoa  wiis  left  no  means  of  efcape.  The  batteries 
-    ^  were  then  rajfed  and  opened,  and  after  two  days 

'^*    ^'  fharp  firing,  the  fort  furrendered. 

This  being  a  poft  of  importance  both  to  command  Lake 
OnLirio  and  to  coyer  our  frbntier,  the  general  fpent  fome 
days  here  in  order  to  repair  the  fort,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  fit  out  his  yefi'els,  and  to  prepare  all  things  for  pafling  his 
n<^»ops  down  the  river,  the  moft  dangerous  part  of  which 
^r9  v^'^s  fipv/  tp  .en.cpuntpf,  as  all  the  rapids  \k  between  this 

plac§ 
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portance  which  the  enemy  poflefTed,  and  by  the  motion  of 
the  three  armies,  in  three  fuch  different  routs,  to  render  it 
impofTible  for  then>  to  form  an  eifectual  oppofition  to  any  of 
his  corps. 

Having  laid  this  general  plan,  he  left  Shene<5ta^ 
June2j.  dy  on  the  frontiers  of  New  York,  and  palled  up 
the  Mohawks  river  and  down  that  of  the  Oneidas, 
to  Ofwego,  where  he  arrived  on  the  gth  of  July.  The 
army  he  had  collected  there,  confifted  of  about  io,ooo 
men,  regulars  and  provincials.  Sir  Wm.  Johnfon  brought 
I  coo  favages  of  the  Iroquois  or  five  nations  ;  the  greateft 
number  of  that  race  of  men  v/hich  was  ever  ken  in  arms  in 
the  caufe  of  England. 

It  was  a  matter  of  the  greateft  difficulty  to  tranfport  fo 
pumerous  an  army,  the  whole  of  its  artillery,  its  ammuni- 
tion, and  all  its  provifions,  over  the  expanfe  of  that  vaft 
lake  in  open  boats  and  gallies ;  it  required  the  greateft  cau- 
tion and  the  exacteft  order,  left  they  ftiould  fall  foul  upon 
one  another,  left  they  ftiould  be  driven  out  too  far  to  gain 
the  land  on  the  firft  threatning  of  a  ftorm,  or  left  they  ftiould 
com.e  too  near  the  fhore.  But  all  the  difpofitions  were 
made  in  the  moft  admirable  method,  and  with  that  regula- 
rity of  military  arrangement,  v/hich  makes  fo  confiderable 
^  part  of  the  chara6^er  of  that  able  com-m.ander.  So  that 
the  whole. army  embarked  on  the  loth  of  Auguft.  A  der. 
tachment  had  been  fent  fomc  days  before  to  clear  the  paf- 
fageof  the  river  St.  Laurence  of  any  obftrudtion,  and  to  find 
the  beft  paiTage  for  the  vefiels. 

On  the  .27th  he  had  entered  that  river,  taken  pofTeffion 
of  Swegatchic,  and  made  all  difpofitions  for  the  attack  of 
L'lile  Royaie,  a  fort  lower  down  in  the  river  which  com- 
nianded  it,  and  by  this  command  is  the  moft  important  poft, 
and  as  it  were  the  key  of  Canada.  The  troops  and  boats 
were  fo  difpofed,  that  the  ifle  was  compleatly  invefted,  and 
the  garrifoa  w^s  left  no  means  of  efcape.  The  batteries 
A    fy  «-    were  then  rajfed  and  opened,  and  after  two  days 

*=*    ^*  ftiarp  firing,  the  fort  furrendered. 

This  being  a  poft  of  importance  both  to  command  Lake 
Ontiirio  and  to  coyer  our  frbntier,  the  general  fpent  fome 
days  here  in  order  to  repair  the  fort,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  fit  out  his  vefiels,  and  to  prepare  all  things  for  paffing  his 
troops  down  the  river,  the  moft  dangerous  part  of  which 
(;9  "v^'fis  fipv/  tp  .encpuntpr^  as  all  the  rapids  lie  between  this 
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place  and  Montreal ;  but  notwlthftanding  all  precautions,' 
near  90  men  were  drowned  in  pafTing  theie  dangerous  falls, 
and  a  great  number  of  veflels  broke  to  pieces.  This  lofs 
from  fo  large  an  embarkation,  in  fuch  circumftances,  is  ta 
be  rco-arded  as  very  inconfiderable.  At  length,  after  a  tedi^ 
©♦iS  fatiguing  and  dangerous  voyage  cf  two 
months  and  feventeen  days  fmce  they  left  Senec-  Sept.  6, 
tady,  the  Englifh  faw  to  their  great  joy,  the  ifle 
of  Montreal,  the  objed  of  their  ardent  v/ifhes,  and  the  pe- 
riod of  their  labours. 

They  were  immediately  landed  in  the  beft  order  ;  and  all 
difpofitions  were  made  for  attacking  the  place.  So  excel- 
lently was  this  plan  concerted,  and  fo  faithfully  executed, 
that  Gen.  Murray  landed  from  Quebec  that  very  day  j  and 
Col.  Haviland  with  his  army  from  Ifle  au  Noix  the  day 
following. 

Montreal  (b)  is  the  fecond  place  in  Canada  for  extent, 
building,  traffick,andftrength.  Its  middle  fituation  betv/een 
the  lakes  and  Quebec,  hath  made  it  the  ftaple  of  the  Indian 
trade ;  but  the  fortifications  before  this  war  were  mean  and 
inconfiderable  ;  fomething  has  been  fince  added  ;  but  no- 
thing made  the  taking  of  it  an  enterprife  of  difficulty,  ex- 
cept that  here  was  colle(51:ed  the  whole  regular,  and  no  fmall 
part  of  the  provincial  force  which  remained  in  Canada. 
However,  by  the  difpofitions  which  at  once  brought  againft 
L  2  them 


(hj     An  Explanation  of  the  Rr-ferrencei  to  the  Perfpefii^'e  fie^s  of 

Montreal, 

1.  The  river  St.  Laurence.  11.  Water-gate. 

2.  St.  Peter's  river.  if.  The  fally-port. 

3.  A  bridge  over  St,  Peter's  13.  The  RecoUets  convent. 
river.  14.  The  parifh-church. 

■    4.  M.  de  la  Calliere's  houfe.  15.  The  nunnery-hofpital. 

5.  The  general  hofpital.  16.  The  Jefuits  church  and 

6.  A  dry  ditch  encompafiing  feminary. 

the  town,  except  that  part  to-  17.  1  he  palace  of  M.  Vau- 

wards  the   river;    it   is   aboiit  dreuil.  Governor-general  of  Ca- 

eiglit  feet  deep.  nada. 

7.  The  glacis.  18.  M.  de Longuevil's  houfe, 
S.  The  fmall  gate.  19.  The  citadel. 

9.  Ivlarkct-g^te.  20.  The  wharf. 
10.  Si,  Mary's -gate. 


34®  7"i>^  History  <?/ //^^  War.  i'j6dg: 

them  three  armies,  the  greateft  part  of  the  flower  of  the 
Britilli  troops  in  America,  Monf.  Vaudreuil  faw  himfelf 
entirely  enclofed  ;  he  defpaired  of  defending  the  place  ;  and 
therefore  furrendered  the  garrifon  of  Montreal  as  *  prifo- 
iiers  of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  of  his  government  as  fub- 
jccls  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  on  th=e  8th  of  September 
J  760. 

And  thusy  in  the  fixth  year  of  the  war,  and  after  the  moft 
fevere  ftruggles,  was  the  vaft  country  of  Canada  reduced- 
to  the  King's  obedience.  In  this  time  fix  battles  had  been 
fought,  the  fortune  of  which  was  equally  divided  ;  in  three 
the  French  had  been  vi£lorious ;  in  three  the  Englifh. 
The  firft  of  thofe  in  which  the  French  had  the  better,  was 
fought  irk  the  meadows  near  Fort  du  Quefhe,  where  Gen, 
Braddock  was  killed  ;  the  other  at  Ticonderoga,  where 
Gen.  Abercrombie  commanded  ;  the  third  at  Sillery,  where 
Gen.  Murray  was  repulfed.  The  viftories  of  the  Englifh 
were,  ift.  that  near  Crown  Point,  where  Gen.  Johnfon- 
commanded,  and  Diefkau  was  made  prifoner  ;  the  2d  near 
Niagara,  where  Gen.  Johnfon  alfo  commanded  ;  and  the  3(J 
and  principal  near  Quebec,  where  Wolfe  gained  the  victo- 
ry and  loft  his  life.  From  the  Englifh  two  forts  had  been: 
taken,.  Ofwego  and  Fort  William-Henry.  The  Englifli  on 
their  fide  took  three  cities ;  Louifbourgh,  Quebec,  and 
Montreal  ;  and  five  principal  forts,  which  commanded  as- 
many  important  communications.  Beaufejour,  Niagara, 
Frontenac,  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  and  Ifle-Royale  } 
befides  feme  others  of  inferior  confideration. 

Taking  the  whole  war  in  America  into  one  view,  Canada? 
had  been  defended  with  bravery  and  conduct  fufficient  to 
crown  the  Generals  Wolfe  and  Amherft,  and  the  Admirals 
Bofcawen  and  Saunders,  who  finally  reduced  it,  with  the 
greateft  glory.  And  without  queftion,  the  condu6l  of 
Gen.  Amherft  in  his  laft  expedition,  by  which  he  obliged 
Montreal  to  furrender  without  a  blow,  and  finally  con- 
quered Canada  without  eftufion  of  blood,  deferves  every 
honour  and  every  recompence  a  grateful  people  can  beftow. 
1'he  humanity  with  which  he  behaved  to  the  conquered 
both  French  and  Indians^  though  the  one  had  perpetrated, 

and 


*  Th^y  were  not  in  flriftnefs  prifoners ;  but  fent  to  France 
vvon  condition  aot  to  fcr/e  during  the  war. 
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and  the  other  at  leaft  connived  at  the  moft  horrid  cruelties 
on  the  Englifh  prlibners,  adds  a  high  luftre  to  his  conqueft. 
His  troops  let  not  one  houfe   on   fire,  not   one   habitation 
was  plundered,  not  one  man  was  killed  (except  in  the  at- 
tack of  Ifle-Royal).     None  was  more  diftinguiihed  in  this 
refpe^t  than  Sir  William  Johnfon ;   he  led  into  Canada  an 
iirmy  of  looo  of  the  fiercefl  and  moft  cruel  favages  which 
are  bred  in  America,  without  doing  the   leaft   damage   to 
the  country,  or  offering  the  fiighteft  injury   to  the  Perfons 
of  the  inhabitants.     To  effect  this  he  was  obliged  to  exert 
the  moft  unwearied  endeavours,  and  the  whole  of  thofe  un- 
common talents  which  give  him  fuch  power  over  the  minds 
of  all  forts  of  men.     The  great  vi6lories  by  which  he  'has 
advanced  the  intereft  of  the  nation,  have  done  him  lefs  ho- 
nour than  his  condu61:,  by  which  he  hasfo  greatly  advanced 
its  character  for  humanity    and   moderation.     It  were  to 
be  v/iftied  that  the  fame  might  be  faid  of  the   army,  which 
marched  from  Qiiebec  ;  who  finding  that  the  inhabitants  in 
fome  parts  were  out  in  arm.s,  were  under  a  necelHty  of  fet- 
ting  fire  to  the  villages  ;  the  tendernefs  of  Gen.    Murray's 
nature  revolted  when  the  giving  fuch  orders  became   a   ne- 
ceffary  part  of  his  duty.     In  the    courfe   of  this 
fummer,  Lord  Byron  with  three  of  his   majefty's     July  g^ 
fliips    deftroyed   a   fettlement    of  French    where 
none  had   ever   been   fufpe6led,    in  the   Bay  de  Chaleurs^ 
There  he  alfo  took  three  frigates  ;  and  about  20  fail  of  vef- 
fels  which  contained  a  reinforment  of  troops  and  military 
ftores  for  the  relief  of  Montreal ;  but   when   they   had    re- 
ceived inteligence  that  Lord   Colville's    fleet   had  got  into 
the  river  before  them,  and  of  courfe  entirely  commanded 
it,  they  difembarked  in  this  place  to  attempt,  if  poffible,  a 
way  to  their  principal  army  by  land.     But  they  were  difco- 
vered  ;  the  whole  armament  was  taken  ^  and  the  whole  de- 
fign  difconcerted. 

Before  we  take  our  leave  of  the  American  affairs  of  thi* 
year,  we  ought  to  make  fome  mention  of  a  war  with  the 
favage  Indians,  which  broke  out  on  the  back  fettlements  of 
our  fouthern  colonies.  The  Cherokees,  one  of  the  moft 
numerous  and  powerful  nations  of  thefe  barbarians,  had  in 
the  beginning,  and  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  war,  appeared  to  b'e  heartily  engaged  in  our  interefts  ; 
at  their  defire  a  fort  had  been  built  in  their  country  called^ 
Fore  Loudon,  from  the  then   conimaAder  in  chief  of  the 

Britifk 
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Britlfh  forces  in  America.  Some  parties  of  them  had  ap- 
peared in  our  fwour  on  the  laft  expedition  againft  Fort  dii 
Qiiefne.  But  it  is  thought  that  on  that  occafion  they  re- 
ceived fome  infults,  and  had  been  treated  in  general  with  a 
neglect  which  made  the  deepeft  im-preffion  on  the  minds  of 
£0  vindi6live  a  people;  Thefe  difcontents  were  fomented 
by  the  French,  who  hoped  to  caufe  a  diverfion  of  a  part  of 
our  forces  in  this  quarter.  At  length  they  com.menced  hof- 
tilities  in  their  ufual  manner,  by  cruel  ravages  and  murders 
on  the  frontier  of  their  neighbouring  provinces.  And  there 
v/as  very  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  fame  artifices 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  fam.e  opinion  of  ill  ufage,  would 
draw  the  neighbouring  and  powerful  nation  of  the  Creeks, 
into  the  like  meafures. 

Mr.  Lyttleton,   who   was   then    governor   of  Carolina, 
having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  pacify  them,  took 
Oct.     the  refolution  of  marching  with  all  the  force,  re- 
1759.    gular  and  provincial,  which  he  could   raife,   into 
the  Cherokee  country.     This  army  in  all  did  not 
exceed  iioo  men,  but  it  was  conducted   with   fuch    fpirit 
and  difpatch  by  Governor  Lyttleton,  that  in    a   very   fhort 
time,   he  niarched  300  miles  through    a   vaft  defert   which 
lies  between  the  Indian    caftle  of  Keeowee  and  Charles- 
town.     He  was  advanced  into  their  country  before  they  had 
made  preparations  to  receive  him.     They  faw  their  towns 
incafe  of  obftinacy  on  the  point  of  being   delivered  to   fire 
and  fword.     They  therefore  defired  a  conference,  in  which 
they  acknowledged  thcmfelves  to  blame  ;  and  confented  to 
fuch  a  treaty  of  peace  as  the  governor  was  pleafed 
Dec.  26.    to  di61:ate.     They  gave  up  the  perfons  guilty  of 
the  moft  flagrant  murders,  and  put  into  his  hands 
twenty-two  hoftages,  as  a  fecurity  for   their  adherence  to 
the  treaty. 

The  governor  had  all  imaginable  reafon  to  be  fatisfied 
V/'ith  the  efFeiSt  his  expedition  had  produced  ;  and  having 
as  every  body  believed  efFe£lually  chaftifed  the  former  info- 
lenceof  the  enemy,  and  fecured  the  future  traqiiillity  of 
the  fouthern  provinces,  he  returned  to  Charles-town.  But 
thefe  perfidious  barbarians,  equall  regardlefs  of  their  faith^ 
and  of  the  fufety  of  their  "  countrymen,  whofe  lives  were 
pledged  for  their  fidelity,  broke  out  as  foon  as  the  army 
was  removed,  into  their  former  ravages ;  blocked  up  Fort 
Loudon,  "v^'hic-h  ftands  in  the  middle  of  their  country,   and 

made 
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made  fome  attempts  on  Fort  Edward,  which  lies  nearer  ta 
the  fettlements.  Their  total  want  of  fkill  in  carrying  on 
fieges  prevented  them  from  any  hope  ot  maflering  thefc 
places,  otherwife  than  by  treachery  or  famine.  They  fail- 
ed in  the  iirft  inftance  ;  and  the  laft  required  time. 

The  imminent  danger  of  two  Englilh  garrifons,  and  that 
whole  tracl  of  her  colonies,  being  made  known  to  General 
Amherft,  he  detached  Colonel  Montgomery  to  their  alhft- 
ance,  with  a  regiment  of  Highlanders,  a  battalion  of  the 
Royal  Americans,  a  body  of  grenadiers,  and  the  provincial 
troops.  He  marched  into  the  enemies  country.  He  made 
war  upon  the  Indians  after  their  own  manner.  No  other 
would  have  been  effectual.  He  burned  Eftatoe  the  capital 
of  the  Lower  Cherokees,  confifting  of  aco  houfes,  an  Indian 
town  of  the  very  firft  magnitude  ;  and  then  proceeded  to 
the  fame  execution  on  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  that  di- 
ilricl  of  the  Cherokees,  which  Were  numerous,  populous, 
and  wealthy.  The  inhabitants  generally  fled  on  the  ap~ 
proach  of  our  troops  ;  fome  however  were  burned  in  their 
houfes,  and  fome  women  and  children  v/erc  made  prifon- 
lers. 

This  unlv^erfal  dcftru£l:ion  of  the  lower  fettlements  being 
compleated.  Col.  Montgomery  palled  on  to  the 
rniddle  Cherokees :  but  as  the  army  marched  June  27, 
through  a  dangerous  ground,  favourable  to  the 
Indian  method  of  fighting,  they  were  fuddenly  attacked 
upon  all  fides  by  this  favage  enemy,  with  the  greateft  fury^ 
and  with  the  ufual  horrible  fcreams  and  outcries.  The 
troops  were  fo  well  difpofed  v/ith  a  view  of  this  kind  of  war, 
that  they  ftood  the  charge  with  firmnefs  ;  they  were  not 
intimidated  with  the  covered  fire,  or  the  fcreams  of  the  fa- 
vages.  The  fight  was  long  and  well  maintained  on  both 
fides.  But  at  length  the  Indians  fled.  A  neighbouring 
town  (one  of  the  moft  confiderable)  was  entered  that  night. 
The  enemy  made  fome  attempt  to  molefl:  them  ;  but  to  lit- 
tle purpofe.  The  Engliih  loft  in  this  aftion  20  killed,  and 
about  80  wounded.  The  Cherokees  had  near  40  killed. 
The  number  of  the  wounded  is  not  known. 

Though  Col.  Montgomery  v/as  victorious  onthisoccafi- 
on  ;  yet  it  was  neceffary  to  retreat  on  account  of  his  wound- 
ed, for  whom  he  had  no  place  of  iafety.     For  if  he  fhouid 
attempt  to    proceed,  he    had    to   apprehend    frequent  fkir- 
-  fnjihes  as  he  had  advanced^  and  the  number  of  wounded  toge- 
ther 
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jtherwith  the  difficulty  of  his  march,  would  be  hourly  in- 
creafed.  This  retreat  was  certainly  neceflary.  But  when 
Col.  Montgomery  had  arrived  at  Fort  St.  George,  he  dif- 
covered  part  of  his  orders,  which  threw  the  whole  country 
into  conllernation  ;  which  was,  that  when  he  had  chajlifed 
■%\i&  enemy,  he  was  to  return  to  New- York  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  and  rejoin  the  grand  army.  Thefe 
iorders  without  delay  he  obeyed;  not  however  with  fuch 
•rigour,  but  that  the  earneft  entreaties  of  the  province  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  leave  about  four  hundred  men  for  their 
protection. 

Carolina  and  the  neighbouring  colonies  were  again  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  a  favage  enemy,  not  fo  much  weakened  as 
exafperated  by  their  late  fuiFerings  ;  the  fate  of  the  garriftJn 
of  Fort  Loudon  was  but  too  certain.  For  feveral  months 
they  had  fuffered  a  clofe  blockade  ;  at  length  feeing  no 
hope  of  relief  their  provifions  being  totally  con- 
Aug.  7  fumed  and  the  enemy  fhewing  fome  pacific  dif- 
pofitions,  they  were  reduced  to  furrender  upon 
honourable  conditions. 

But  the  enemy,  equally  regardlefs  of  faith  and  humani- 
ty, fell  upon  them  in  their  march,  butchered  all  the  offi- 
cers but  one,  killed  feveral  of  the  private  fold iers  and  car- 
ried thee  reft  into  an  horrible  captivity.  Thefe  outrages  on 
the  fouthern  colonies  threv/  fome  damp  on  the  joy  which 
was  felt  over  the  Engiifh  America,  on  the  entire  conqueft 
€>f  Canada. 

In  Europe  the  fortune  of  the  campaign   was  nearly  baU 
lanced.  In  America,  except  this  inconfiderable  favage  war, 
it  was  entirely  triumphant.     In   the   Eaft-Indies    alfo    we 
gained  glory  and  new  advantages.     After  the   raifmg    the 
fiege  of  Fort  St.  George,  in  February  1759.  the 
April  16,   Engiifh  army  took  the  field  under  Major  Brere- 
1759.     ton,  and  poiTeffed  themfelves   of  the    important 
town  and  fort  of  Conjiveram.     About    the    fame 
time  the  city   of  Mafulipatam  was   flormed  and    taken  by 
Major  Ford.   By  thefe  ftrokes  the  French  trade  on  the  coaft 
pf  Coromandel  was  confined  to  Pondicherry  and  a  few  in- 
confiderable places.     And    traffick   of  the  whole  fhore  for 
an  extent  of  8co  miles  of  a  populous   and    manufa£luring 
country,  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  EngUfh  company. 
JThis  cuaft  joins  to  the  f  ich  province  of  Bengal  j  out  of 

whicli 
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which  alfo   the  French  were  entirely  driven  by  the  heroic 
a6lions  of  Col.  Clive. 

Encouraged  by  thefe  fuccefTes^    a    body  of  about  1200 
men,  Europeans  and  Seapoys,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor Brereton,  advanced  further,  and  attempted   to    diflodge 
an  army  of  French  and  their  confederate  Indians,  encamp- 
ed   under  the    cannon    of    a   fort   of  that  country    con- 
ftrudion.     The  acquifition  of  that  place  had  been 
a  valuable  advantage.     But  here  our   army  was     Sept. 
obliged  to  retire,  with   a  lofs   of  between   3  and 
400  killed  and  wounded. 

Gen.  Lally  animated  with  this  and  fome  flighter  advanta- 
gesj,  threatened  the  fiege  of  Trichenopoly,  and  the  French 
affairs  feemed  again  to  revive.     But  it  v/as  only  a  momenta- 
ry gleam.     To  check  his  progrefs.  Col.  Coote  at  the  head 
of  the  greateft  body  he  could  draw  together  on  that  coaft, 
invefted  Wandewam,  took  the  place  in  three  days, 
and  made  the   garrifon  prifoners  of  war.     From  Nov.  30. 
thence  he  paffed  with  rapidity  to  Carongoly ;  the 
fiege  of  which  town  he  prefied  with  fuch  diligence,  that  in 
four  days  from  the  opening  his  batteries,  he  obli-  -p. 
ged  the  garrifon  to  march  out.  iJec  lO. 

This  progrefs  alarmed  Gen.  Lally ;  he  called  large  de- 
tachments in  from  every  fide  ;  and  knowing  the  importance 
of  Wandewafh,  made  all  his  efforts  to  recover  it.  He 
pufhed  forward  the  fiege  with  the  utmoft  vigour  j  hoping  to 
take  the  town  before  Col.  Coote  could  arrive  to  its  relief. 
But  the  Colonel  marched  with  equal  diligence  and 
arrived  about  the  time  when  the  French  had  July  22, 
made  a  practicable  breach.  His  army  confifted 
of  1700  Europeans,  and  about  3000  black  troops.  Lally*s 
amounted  to  2200  Europeans,  and  between  9  and  10,000 
blacks.  The  engagement  was  long  and  obftinate  j  but  at 
length,  the  French  gave  way.  It  was  a  total  rout ;  they 
abandoned  their  camp,  their  cannon,  and  all  the  imple- 
ments of  the  fiege.  They  left  1000  killed  and  wounded  on 
the  field  of  battle.  Among  the  prifoners  were  Brig.  Gen» 
Buffy ;  the  Chevalier  Godeville,  quarter-mafter  general  ; 
Lieut.  Col.  Murphy,  and  eleven  inferior  officers,  who 
were  all  wounded.  Lally  fied  with  his  broken  troops  in 
defpair  to  Poncicherry. 

Of  the  Englifh  in  this  a(£lion  near  20O  were  killed  and 

Wounded  ;  in  particular  the  death  of  the  gallant  Major  Bre- 

M  reton 
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^ton  was  much  regretted.  Of  the  blacks  about  70  were 
wounded  and  Hain. 

-'  Except  the  battle  of  PaiiTy,  followed  by  the  revolution 
m  Bengal,  this  action  was  the  moft  confiderable  in  its  con- 
fequences,  of  any  in  which  our  troops  had  ever  been  enga- 
ged in  India.  This  was  fought  in  part  againft  European 
ti'oops  headed  by  an  able  General.  The  difpofitions  for  the 
battle,  and  the  conduct  oi  Col.  Coote  in  the  engagement, 
m&r'it  every  honour. 

This  vitciory  was  purfued  with  a  fpirit  equal  to  that  by 
which  it  was  won.  Chittiput  was  taken  in  a  few  days  after, 
and  the  army  allowing  itfelf  no  repofe,  marched  directly 
from  thence  to  Arcot,  the  capital  of  this  immenfe  provijnce. 
The  fiege  was  opened  on  the  5th  of  February,  and  the  fort 
furrendered  on  the-  loth  j  near  300  Europeans  were  made 
priibners  of  war  ("d'j. 

At 


fi^J  'Co/one I  Eyre  Coatees  Letter  to  Mr^  Secretary  Pitty  dated,  Arcot 
Fillage^  \2^th  of  February,  I -j do. 

'SIR, 

J  Havethe'nonoiir  to  acquaint  yo^4  of  the  iituation  of  ouraffairs- 

'■    on  the  coaft  of  Coroniandcl  fince  my  arrival,  and  of  our  happy 

i"ucceffes.     Soon  after  I  arrived,  the  governor  and  council  of  Ma^- 

^ras,  being  informed,  that  Gen.  LaUy  had  fent  a  detachncnt  of 
his  army  to  the  fouthward,  and  that  that  party  had  taken  Syrin-- 

'hem,  and  threatned  'Trichemfoly  with  a  fiege,  it  was  thought  ad- 
yifeable,  that  1  fliould  take  the  field  with  the  army,  and  by  that 

'tiieans  endeavour  to  draw  the  enemy  from  the  fouthward.  Ac- 
cojdingly  onthe  z^fh  ©f  Nonfember,  I759»  I  ^ook  the  field,  and 
on  tlie  z-jth,'  inveflcd  Wondi'wajh,  and  crefted  batteries ;  and 
having  made  a  breach  by  the  30th,  took  the  place  and  made  the 
garrifon  (whicLi  confif^ed  of  five  fubaltern  officers,  63  private 
men,  and  800  feapoys,)  prifoners  of  war.  There  were  in  the 
garrifon  49  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition.. 
December  the  3d,  I  invelied  Carangdy.  On  the  6th,  I  opened  a 
two  gun  battery,  and  on  the  7th  another,  and  began  tocairy  on 
the  approaches.     On  the  loth,  being  near  the  creit  of  the  Glacis, 

.  and  liaving  difmounted  all  their  guns  but  four,  Col.  O'Kenneiy, 
who  commanded,  fcnt  out  a  flag  of  truce,  and,  en  the  accouat 

'  of  his  gallant  defence,  I  granted  him  the  following  terms :  Tliat 
the  Euiopear.i  Ihould  have  leave  to  march  out  with  their  arms, 
two  rounds  per  man,  drums  beating,   and   fix  days  provifions : 

'  'The  Seapcyi  to  be  -difaniied,  and  -tucned  about  their   bufinefSi. 

The 


iTj^o^  The  History  of  the  War.  ^47 

At  fea  Admiral  Pocock..fecond:d  the  extraordinary  efforts 
of  Col.  Coote  vvith  his  own  ufual  llcill  and  intre- 
pidity.    Again   he  engaged  the  fleet  of  Moniieur     Sept.  4, 
d'Ache,  a  brave  coinmander,    who    has    in   fome      1759. 
-degree  fupported  the  declining  reputation  of  the 

French 


The  gaffrifon  coufiiled  of  100  Europeans,  (oincers  included)  500 
Seapoys,  and  nine  guns.  Having  intelligence  that  Prig.  Gen.  ^ujjy 
was  arrived  at  ^-ircot  from  tlie  northward,  witli  300  Europeaya, 
and  a  large  black  army,  and  that  tlie  army ,which  lay  at  Chittiyui^ 
was  to  join  him,  and  that  the  force  from  tlie  fouthward  Mere  on 
their  march  towards  Arcoty  I  therefore  thoi'.ght  it  advifeable  to 
crofs  tlie  Fullciy  and  encamp  the  army  oppofite  the  Anot^  having 
the  Palla  between  lis.  Three  thoufand  Moratta  horfe  about  this 
time  joined  the  enemy,  which  put  me  to  th-e  greateft  diflrefs  for 
want  of  provilions,  as  they  pkmdered  ^\  the  country.  On  the 
27th,  Lieut.  Gen.  Lally  arrived  at  Anot,  and  took  the  command. 
January  the  9th,  the  enemy  v,'ere  all  in  motion.  On  the  loth^ 
Gen.  Lalh  marched  with  all  is  army  towards  Wondi^.vojh,  and  I 
moved  with  oiir  army  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  order  to 
obferve  their  motions,  and  cover  our  own  country.  On  the  izth^ 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Conjeveram^ 
that  500  of  the  enemy's  Europeans y  and  a  large  body  of  horfe,  had 
entered  the  town  ^  and  that  the  reft  of  their  army  lay  at  Jango^ 
ianiy  three  miles  diftance  from  it :  I  therefore  put  the  army  in 
motion,  and  endeavoured,  by  a  forced  march,  to  fave  that  place, 
which  was  very  weak  (but  of  confequenceto  us)  and  happily  ar- 
lived  there  the  13th  before  day-light.  The  enemy  quitted  the 
place,  their  army  moved  towards  Wondi^wajk,  The  15  th  I  crofTed 
the  Palla  with  all  the  army,  and  on  the  1 7th  arrived  at  Outrema' 
iour,  about  fourteen  miles  from  WondHvaJhy  which  place  I  found 
M.  tally  had  inverted,  and  began  to  raife  batteries.  The  2  ift,  I 
went  with  all  the  cavalry  to  reconnoitre,  having  received  a  letter 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  garrifon,  that  a  breach  was 
made;  1  tlierefore  determined  to  engage  the  enemy  the  next 
morning.  Accordingly,  I  fent  orders  back  to  the  army  to  joia 
me  at  Irimborough ,  nine  miles  from  lVondi'u:aJh,  where  I  had  ta- 
ken poft  with  the  cavalry.  On  the  2 2d,  the  army  marched,  at 
iix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  agreeable  to  the  orders  I  had  given 
out  the  day  before  for  that  purpofe.  About  7  o'clock,  our  ad- 
vanced guard  of  horfe,  and  that  of  the  enemy,  began-  to  lire  at 
each  other ;  npon  which  I  ordere  1  Captain  Baron  de  V ajferot ,\\\\o 
commanded  tne  cavalry,  to  form  them  in  order  of  battle;  he 
wa^s  fupported  by  iive  companies,  of  Seapoys ;  and,  at  the  fame 

M  2  ■  time. 
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French  marine  ;  but  though  fuperior  in  the  number  of  his 
fhip^,  and  more  than  in  that  proportion  fuperior  in  guns  and 
men,  he  was  obliged  after  upwards  of  two  hours  fevere  and 

bloody 


time,  I  ordered  up  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  advancing  myfelf 
with  two  companies  of  Seapo)s,  obliged  the  enemy  t©  retire  to 
tlieir  main  body  of  horfe,  which  confilkd  of  200  Europeuns,  and 
3000  Morattas,  on  their  left.  Upon  the  whole  of  our  cavalry's 
advancing,  that  of  the  enemy  retired  in  pretty  good  order,  till 
our  cannon  began  to  play,  wiiich  was  extremely  well  ferved,and 
obliged  them  to  retire  precipitately.  I  then  ordered  the  major 
of  brigade  to  the  army,  which  was  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
in  the  rear,  with  orders  for  them  to  form  the  line  of  battle,  but 
not  to  advance  till  1  had  joined  them.  Soon  after,  liaving  taken 
poiieilion  of  a  tank,  which  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  occupied,  I 
returned  to  the  line,  which  by  that  time  was  formed  according  t0 
my  orders.  After  reviewing  the  whole,  and  finding  the  men  in 
great  fpirit,  and  eager  to  engage,  I  ordered  the  army  to  move 
forward. 

About  nine  o'clock  we  arrived  at  the  poft  we  had  driven  the 
enemy  from,  which  was  about  two  miles  from  their  camp,  and 
halted  in  their  view,  near  half  an  hour ;  during  which  time,  I 
%vent  very  near  to  them,  and  reconnoitred  their  lituation.  Upon 
finding  they  were  ftrongly  polled,  and  our  flanks  expofed  to  the 
cuemy  s  cavalry,  which  was  vaftly  fuperior  to  ours,  I  ordered 
the  armv  to  march  by  the  right,  in  order  to  gain  the  advantage  of 
a  hill  three  miles  from  us,  and  about  two  miles  from  Wondi^ajh- 
fort ;  and  the  horfe,  which  was  then  in  the  front,  to  wheel  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  form  behind  the  fecond  line,  in  order  to  make 
the  rear-guard,  and  cover  the  baggage.  By  this  motion,  I  co- 
vered my  right  flank  with  the  hill,  and  had  fome  villages  in  my 
rear,  where  I  then  ordered  the  baggage  to.  This  obliged  the 
enemy  to  alter  their  difpofition.  During  all  this  time  we  cannona- 
ded each  other,  and  fkirmilhcd  with  their  advanced  polls,  and 
Moratta  horfe ;  The  latter  difappeared  about  1 1  o'clock.  The 
f-nemy,  after  making  their  fecond  difpofition,  moved  towards  us 
Ahowi  the  diflance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  under  cover  of  a 
bank.  The  cannonading  then  began  to  be  fmart  on  both  fides; 
iind  upon  feeing  the  enemy  coming  brifkly  up,  1  ordered  the  army 
to  march  forward.  At  12  o'clock  the  enemy's  European  cavalry 
pufhed  with  a  great  deal  of  refolution,  in  order  to  force  our  left, 
and  come  round  upon  our  rear.  Immediately  I  ordered  up  fome 
companies  of  Seapoys^  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  to 
f^ft^in  ourpavalry,  who  h^d  been  ordpied  to  oppofe  thew.    ^P- 
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bloodv  conHi£l  to  give  way  before  Admiral  Pocock,  and  to 
take  ihelter  under  the  forts  of  Pondicherry.  During  this 
engagement  eigkt  of  the  Englifh  Ihips  ftood  the   fire  of  the 

whole 


en  the  cannon  and  Seapoys  flanking  Them,  they  broke.      Tlie  ca- 
valry then  had  orders  to  charge,  who  drove  them  a  niile  from  our 
left/ upon  the  rear  of  their  oun  army.     AVe   continued  all  this 
while  advancing  towards  each  other, 'the  enemy's  flank  being  ve- 
ry well  covered  by  a  tank.     It  was  one  o'clock  when  we  arrived 
within  reach  of  mufquetiy,  when  a  ll:ot  from  115  ftriking  one  of 
their  tumbrils,  it  blew  up'.     I  then   immediately    ordeied  Mnjor 
Brereton  towlieel  Col.  Draper^ s  regiment  to  the  left,  and  charge 
their  left  flank,  which  was  executed  with  great  order,  and   much 
honour  to  that  corps.     Seeing  that  regiment  likely  to  fuifer  from  a 
body  of  black  troops,  together  with  their  marines,  whoAvere  un- 
der cover,  and  fired  verybriikly  upon  them  ;  and  at  the   fame 
time,  finding  they  had  reinforced  their  left  with  a  piquet  from 
Lallys  regiment,  I  ordered  the  grenadier  company  of  Draper's 
which  was  on  the  right  of  the  fecond  line,  to  fupport  their  own 
regiment ;  and  having  likewife  two  pieces  of  cannon  playing  upon 
the  enemy's  flank,  compleated  the  rout  of  that  wing,  who  aban- 
<loned  their  cannon,  and  ftW  upon  their  own  center,  which  Ava$ 
by  this  time,  togetlier  with  tlieir  right,  clofely  engaged  w'lXh  cur 
left.     I  then  ordered  up  Major  Monjon^  with  the  reft  of  tlie  fe- 
cond line,  and  placed  hint  fo  as  to  be  able  to  fupport  any  part  of 
our  line,  at  the  fame  time  flanking  the  enemy.  About  two  o'clock 
their  whole  army  gave  way,  and  ran  towards  their  own  camp  ;  but 
finding  wepurfued  them,  quitted  it,  and  left  us  intire  mafters  of 
the  field,  together  with  all  their  cannon,  except  three  fmall  pieces, 
which  they  carried  off.  The  number  of  cannon  taken  is  as  follows. 
One  32,  one  24,  three  20,  two  18,  one   14,  two  3,  and   two   2- 
pounders,  iron.     Three  6,  four   4,  one    3,   and   two   2-pound- 
ers,    brafs.      In   all  22  pieces.      Round  Ihot     3204.      Grape 
1 10,  befides  tumbrils,  and  all  other  implements  belonging  to  the 
train.    The  prifoners  we  have  taken  are  Brig.  Gen.  Bujfy,  le  clie- 
valier  Gode'vllle,  quarter-mafter   general.     Of   Lally^    regiment, 
Lieut.   Col.  Murphy^  two  Captains,    two   Lieutenants,.     Of  the 
Lorrain  regiment,  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant.      Oi  Xht  Indian 
battalions  two  Lieutenants,    two  Enfigns.     Of  the  Marines,  le 
chevalier  le  Poete,  knight   of  Malta,  who   is  fince  dead   of  his 
wounds.     All  the  above  gentlemen  were  wounded,  but  M.  Bu/^, 
and  an  enfign  of  the  /Wi^«  battalion.     The  French   reckon  they 
■  had  800  killed  and  wounded,  200  of  which  we  buried  in  the  field, 
-We  have  taken  above  200  wounded  prifoners,  befides  40  not 
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whole  French  fleet,  which  confifted  of  16  fail,  The.fliips 
were  greatly  ihattered  ;  560  of  our  fquadron  were  killed 
and  wounded;  and  on  the  fide  of  the  French  the  lofs  was 


not 


wounded.    Our  lofs   is  as  follows:  Of  col.    Draper's   regiment, 
enfign  (.olltns  killed,  and    17    private   men.     Wounded,  major 
Jirertton,  and  lieut.   Brcn;:n  (lincc  dead  of  their   wounds)  capt. 
Knuttal,    enfign    Halfpenny,  Thomphn   and    Horier  and  66_  pri- 
vate.    Of  my  regiment,  killed   enfi-n    Stuart,  and    13  private, 
Wounded;  lieuts.  Fr after  ^d  Tyd,  enfign  Hr^^^,  and  36   private* 
The  honourable  company's  troops,  killed,  cnfign  E^ja^jSy  and  18 
private.     Wounded,  cornet  Kuhn^  and  29  private.     Among  our 
Hack  troops,  about  70  killed  and  wounded .     \  he  enemy's  army* 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Gen.  Z.^/j,  con  lilted  of   2200  Europeans 
including  artillery  and  cavalry;  300cot]eries,  and  between  9  and 
io,ooo  bJack  troops.     Twenty  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  tield,  and 
iive  in  their  batteries  againft  the  fort,  where  they  blew  up  a  large 
magazine  of  powder  upon  their  retreat.     Our  army  amounted  to 
i^ioo  Europeans,  including   artillery   and  cavalry;    3500  black 
troops  ;   14  pieces  of  cannon,  and  one  howitz.     ^Ihe  enemy  col- 
leded  themfcives  under  the  walls  of   C  hittiput,  about    18    miles 
from  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  next  day  marched   into   Gingey. 
Our  cavalry  being  greatly  fatigued,  put  it  out  of  my   power    to 
purfue  the  enemy  as  far  as  I  could  have  wi:hed«      During  the 
whole  engagement,  and  ever  fmce  I  have  had  the  honour  of  com*, 
wanding  the  army,  theofiicers  and  men  have  Ihewn  the  great  eft 
fpirit  ;  nor  can  1  fay  too  much  for   the   behaviour   of  the  ar- 
tillery. - 

The  next  day  I  fent  cut  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  to  harafe  ^ 
the  enemy.  January  26.  Finding  that  Gen.  Lally  had  retired  : 
with  his  broken  troops  to  Pondtchary,  I  fgnt  capt.  de  Vafjerot, 
with  1000  horfe,  and  300  SeapoMf\o\s-^i^'i>Pondichtrry,\oJ,z^ 
jh-oy  the  French  country,  and  marched  the  armytobefiegeC^////- 
fut ;  and  on  the  28th  at  night,  ereded  a  two  gun  battery,  and 
got  in  one  24  and  one  20  pounder,  and  played  upon  them  from  an 
S-inch  howitz.  The  next  day.  after  making  a  breach,  Le  Che- 
valier de  Jilly,  with  his  garrifon  furrendered  prifoners  of  war. 
Tlie  garrifonconfifled  of  four  officers  5  4  private,  and  300  Sea- 
foys,  with  73  Europeans  wounded  in  the  hofpital.  1  found  in  tlie 
fort  9  guns,  and  a  good  quantity  of  ammunition.  Haying  intelli- 
f;cncc  of  a  party  of  the  enemy  going  from  Arcot  to  Gingty^  1  fent 
capt.  Smith  with  a  detachment  to  intercept  them.  On  the  3otk, 
marchfcd  the  army  towards  Arcot,  the  capital  of  the  province,  in  or- 
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tiot  lefs  than  looo.  Admiral  Pocock  immediately  gothim- 
felf  again  in  a  fighting  condition,  and  braved  the  French 
fleet  before  pondicheiry,  who  lay  under  their  caniion^  and 
refufcc^a  new  engagement. 

*  It  has  been  obTervcd  that  hiftox-y  can  hardly  produce  an 
inftanceof  two  fquadrons  fighting  three  pitch'd  battles,  un- 
der the  fame  commanders,  in  i8  m.onths,  v/ithout  the  Ids 
of  a  (hip  on  either  fide.  After  this  engagemient  Admiral 
Cornifh  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Corom.andel  and  joined  Po- 
cock, by  which  we  attained  fo  decided  a  tuperiority  m 
ftrength,  as  we  had  before  in  courage  and  ability,  that  the 
French  no  longer  appeared  in  thofe  feas.  Molt  of  their 
fhips  went  off,  as  it  w^as  thought,  to  Mauritius.  Then  the 
French  affairs  went  raprdly  to  ruin.  On  the  5th  of  April 
the  important  fortrefs  of  Caracal  furrendered  to  the  fea  and 
land  forces  under  Admiral  Cornifn  and  Major  Monkton, 
By  the  taking  of  this  and  two  other  places  of  leffcr  confi- 
deration,  the  French  were   actually  reduced   to   the  fingle 

pore 


der  to  befiege  it.  This  daycapt.  Smith ]o\nsdi  me^  having  taken 
the  party  I  had  fent  him  after,  which  confiliedof  10  Euiofeans, 
50  Seapoys,  and  tv/o  brafs  8  pounders ;  and  fcon  after  he  took  a 
captain  of  the  Lorrain  regiment,  and  three  French  commif- 
faries. 

On  the  I  ft  of  February,  T  fet  out  from  the  army  for  Jrcof, 
leaving  orders  with  major  Monfon  ro  throw  a  few  Ihells  into  T^im- 
mery^  and  to  uimmon  the  garrifon.  February  2.  The  army 
marched  and  encamped  within  two  miles  of  Arcot,  Major  Mi»/<'« 
reported  to  me  this  day,  that  the  garrifon  of  TZ/^wfO  had  furren- 
dered prifonersofwar.  There  were  in  it,  fix  guns,  one  ferjeant, 
20  Europeans ^  and  60  Se^-poys,  F:bruary  5,  I  opened  the  batteries 
againft  the  fort  of  Ircot.'viz,  One  of  five  i8-pounders,andano- 
ther  of  two  tS  and  one  24-pounders.  On  the  6th,  began  to  car- 
ry on  approaches  to  the  fouth  weft  and  weft  towers  of  the  fort ; 
and  haying  by  the  loth,  got  within  60  yards  of  the  crelt. 
of  the  glacis,  the  garrifon  furrendered  prIfoRers  of  war.  It 
confifted  of  three  captains,  eight  fubalterns,  236  private,  and  be- 
tween 2  ^nd  100  Seapo-.s,  There  were  in  it,  ^our  mortars,  22 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  great  quantity  of  ail  kinds  ot  militaiy 
Itores.  We  had  during  the  fiege,  feven  non-commiffioned  and 
private,  killed ;  and  enfign  Mac  Mabon,  who  a<5ted  as  engineer, 
and  16  wounded. 
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port  of  Pondicherry  ;  which  was  when  thefe  accounts  came 
away,  clofely  blocked  up  by  land  and  fea.  The  ftrongeft 
hopes  are  conceived  that  this  capital  of  the  French  India 
power  and  commerce  will  fhortly  be  brought  into  our  pof- 
iefTion  ;  and  with  thefe  plcafmg  hopes  we  conclude  the  hif* 
tory  of  the  war  of  1760. 
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Prelimihnry  remarhi.  Treaty  propofed  and  entered  into  by 
the  belligerent  poivers.  Air.  Stanley  jent  to  Parts,  and 
Mr.  Bufjy  to  London.  Fre7ich  ?nachinations  in  Spain. 
Diffcidties  in  the  negotiation.  Defign  of  the  campaign  in 
HeJjC,  and  of  the  ey.p edition  to  Bdleifie. 

AFTER  a  general  war  of  five  yearsj  carried  on  with 
the  greateft  effufion  of  blood,  and  the  mort  ex- 
traordinary expence  ever  known  to  attend  a  war  of  that 
continuance,  it  was  hoped  that,  if  the  animofity  of  the 
belligerent  powers  was  not  abated,  at  leaft  a  great  part  of 
the  fuel  of  difcord  had  been  confumed  5  and  that  the  time 
was  arrived  for  giving  peace  to  Europe.  Some  propofitions 
for  that  purpofe  had  been  made  in  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1759.  Thofe  who  rather  wifhed  for  peace,  than  very 
N  atten 
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attentively  confidered  the  probability  of  effeding  it,  feem- 
e3  to  think  it  might  then  have  been  expelled.  But  v^^hilft 
the  public  was  flattered  with  thefe  hopes,  the  fituation  of 
affairs  would  not  fyffer  us  to  believe  that  they  had  any  folid 
foundation.  We  accordingly  ventured  to  point  out  the  dif- 
ficulties which  then  obllrucied  any  fcheme  for  peace  *. 
And  as  thefe  difficulties  were  fuch,  as  did  not  attend  that 
particular  conjuncture  only,  but  muft  fubfift  as  long  as  the 
fortune  of  war  continued  in  the  fame  train,  we  were  from 
the  beginning  apprehenfive  that  the  new  negociation  which 
we  have  fmce  feen  opened,  and  for  fome  time  carried  on 
with  fuch  pleafmg  appearances,  might  in  the  iffue  be  at- 
tended with  no  better  fuccefs. 

There  are  indeed  but  two  fituations  in  which  peace  can- 
be  very  rationally  expecStcd.  The  firfl  lituation  is  that  of 
equality  ;  and  this  is,  either  w^here  nothing  is  gained  on  any 
fide ;  fo  that  when  ever  mutual  wearinefs,  and  unprofita- 
ble hoitilities  have  calmed  the  ardor  of  the  warring  powers, 
no  intricate  points  intervene  to  fruftrate  the  firft  pacific 
difpofiiion  ;  or  it  may  be  where  the  lofies  are  fo  equal,  that 
exchanges  may  eafily  be  made,  or  the  parties  may  reft  mu- 
tually fatisfied  with-  their  advantage  over  each  other. 

The  fecond  fituation  is  that  of  neceffity  ;  where  one  of 
the  parties  is  fo  entirely  broken  and  reduced,  as  to  fubmit 
to  receive  conditions  on  the  footing  of  conqueft,  and  to 
purchafe  repofe  by  humiliating  and  enfeebling  conceffions. 
A  peace  upon  this  latter  bafis  is  always  the  grand  popular 
obje£l.  In  every  war  we  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  hope  of 
it,  againft  an  experience  almoft  uniform.  In  facSi:,  it  is  X^o 
the  laft  degree  diflicult  to  reduce  any  of  the  great  powers  of 
Europe  to  this  difgraceful  neceffity.  For  to  reduce  anyone 
of  them  to  this  ftate  of  fubmiffion,  you  mufl,  in  a  manner, 
reduce  all  of  them  to  it.  The  war  if  it  continues,  driaws 
Ifate  after  ftate  into  its  vortex  until  all  Europe  is  involved, 
A  fort  of  baUance  is  then  produced,  and  the  peace  of  con- 
queft becomes  impracticable. 

It  would  prove  of  the  utmoft  moment  to  the  tranquility 
of  mankind  that  this  point  was  fufficicntly  regarded,  and' 
that  they  would  willinglv  adopt  that  fyftcm  of  equality,  to 
which  fooner  or  later,  with  more  or  fewer  ftruggles,  they 
are  fo  often  compelled  to  fubmit.     When,  feldom,  a  treaty 

is 

*  See  Hiftory  of  the  War  1760,  Chap.  L  p.  24^. 
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is  concluded  on  other  terms,  as  the    King  of  Pruflia    has 
found  by  {evQ-:Q  experience,  and  as  we  obfcrved  on  a  form- 
er occanon,  is  only  a    fnort    cefiation,  and    not    a    perfedt 
peace.     But  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that   this   fituation, 
the  moft  coincident  with  their  true    intereft,  is  at  the  fame 
time  the  moft  contradictory  to  the   pafHons   and  prejudices 
of  nations.     It  appears  hard  to  loofe  upon  every   fide  every 
objecl  of  the  v/ar.     A  peace  on  this  foundation  will  be  cen- 
fured,    but    it  is  the  beft,  on    the    fame  principle  that   the 
fhorteft  follies  are    the  beft ;  and   that   no  injured    pride  is 
left  to  brood  over  a  future  war.     Contrary  to  the  opinion 
of  the  warm  patriots  on   all    fides,  we   therefore  imagined 
that  the  year  feventeen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  in  the  clofe 
of  the  third  cam^paign,  was  the  happy  moment  for  negocia- 
tion.     At  this  time,   however,   no    propofitions    had   been 
made.     The  propofitions  of  feventeen  hundred    and    fitty- 
iiine  were  but  flightly  regarded,  and  obvioufly  could  end   in 
nothing.     But  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,    of  which  we 
are  now  going  to  treat,  the  fcene  of  negociation  was  opened 
with  far  greater  folemnity  and  parade  ;  and  as   it    was  car- 
ried on  with  great  diligence,  it  necefiarily  makes  a  principal 
part  of  the  hilfory  of  this  year.     It  is  indeed  fomewhat  for* 
tunate  both  for  the  writers  and   the  readers  of  thefe  events 
that  this  treaty    has   intervened.      The  narative   otherv/ife 
had  proved    extremely    barren   and    unentertaining.       For 
though  the  animofity  of  the  belligerent  powers  was  not,  as 
we  obferved,  abated,    their  efforts,    however,  had  conside- 
rably flackened,  2nd  their  operations  began  gradually  to  de- 
generate   into   the   Petiteguerre.      Thofe   vaft    events  that 
aftoniili  the  mind,  or  hold  it  in  a  pleafing    fufpence  ;  thofe 
important  battles  and  fieges;  thofe  rapid  and  well  conduct- 
ed marches,  and  thofe  lively   enterprizes  which  diftinguifh 
the  former  years,  except  in    a  very    few  inftances,    fcarce 
make  any  part  of  the  hiftory  before  us.     But  though  the 
operations  of  the  field  had  fallen  into    a    ftate  of  langour, 
the  cabinet  became  full  of  bufinefs,   and   negociation   flou* 
rifhed.       In  this  fituation  candour  obliges  us  to  acquaint  our 
readers  that  we  are  ftill  more  liable  to  miftakes,  than  when 
we  attempt  to    defcribe  the  tranfactions  of  the  campaign. 
It  very  frequently  happens,  that  the  accounts  of  the  military 
operations  come  authenticated  from  the  hands  of  thofe  great 
generals  who  have  conducl:ed  them,  and  when  we  have    al- 
lowed for  the    partiality  of  the  account^  there  is  nothing  to 
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bedetra£led  from  them  for  v/ant  of  fufHcient  information. 
Even  in  the  cafe  of  partiality,  we  are  often  able  to  correct 
the  mifreprefentation  or  over-charge  of  one  of  the  parties 
by  that  of  the  other.  Thefe  things  are  done  in  the  eye  of 
the  world.  But  the  motives  either  to  peace  or  war,  and 
the  fteps  taken  in  a  negociation,  are  all  behind  the  curtain. 
They  do  not  appear  for  a  long  time,  and,  fometimes  they 
never  appear  completely.  There  is  however,  an  advantage 
in  the  prelent  conjun:£ture.  For  one  of  the  powers  at  war, 
in  order  to  juftify  to  its  fubj eels  and  to  the  world,  its  part 
in  the  continuance  of  a  war  fo  fatal  to  both,  has  pubiiftied 
an  account  of  the  late  negociation  -,  artful  indeed,  and  pro- 
bably in  fome  refpecls  unfair  ;  but  containing  at  the  fame 
time  many  valuable  and  illuftrating  pieces,  the  authenticity 
of  which  is  not  difputed.  The  point  in  fuch  cafes  to  be 
dreaded  is  not  the  publication  of  falfe  pieces  but  the  con- 
cealment of  feveral  that  are  real  and  important.  The 
public  inform.ation  is  probably  rather  incompleat,  than  un- 
true. We  wait  with  impatience  for  that  full  and  authen- 
tic narrative  of  foim.portant  a  negociation,  which  undoubt- 
edly our  court  propofes  to  publifh.  We  have  delayed  the 
fetting  out  our  work  the  longer,  in  hopes  of  its  appearance, 
by  wiiich  we  might  have  been  able  to  perfect  and  correct 
our  account  of  this  tranfa6lion.  The  account  of  the  Spa- 
jiifli  negotiation  has  appeared  late,  but  wx  have  not  failed 
to  make  ufe  of  it.  At  prefent  we  engage  in  our  work,  un- 
der thofe  diffxulties,  which  it  is  juft  the  reader  fhouhi 
know  and  allow  for.  In  the  fucceeding  year  we  (hall 
take  care  to  profit  of  whatever  further  lights  may  be  im- 
parted. 

Very  early  in  this  year  1761,  the  courts  of  Peterfburgh, 
Vienna,  France,  Sweden  and  Poland,  agreed  feverally  and 
jointly  to  ofFer  propofals  tewards  renewing  that  negotiation 
for  peace,  which  had  abruptly  been  broken  ofr  in  the  clofe 
of  the  year  175.9.  France  was  the  principal  and  firft  mo- 
ver J  for  as  it  was  her  anibjtion  which  had  made  the  war 
fo  general,  and  her  revenue  which  in  a  great  meafure  fup- 
ported  it ;  the  former  being  now  humbled  by  a  feries  of 
unfortunate  events,  and  the  latter  reduced  by  m.oft  enor- 
mous expences,  (he  began  at  length  to  relent,  and  appa- 
rently to  defire  peace  in  earnefl:.  The  other  members  of 
the  grand  alliance  could  not  decently,  nor  fafely  oppofe 
thefe  difpofitions  of  France.  The  court  of  Sweden  in  par- 
ticular 
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licular  was  given  to  underftand,  that  the  exhaufted  condi- 
tion of  France  was  the  true  motive  of  her  moderation  j 
that  in  fa6l, "  fhe  was  not  able  any  longer  to  furniih  the 
ftipulated  fubfidies,  nor  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of  her  en- 
gagements with  her  allies.  Thefe  circumftanccs,  which 
Ihe  was  neither  able,  nor  feemed  difpcfcd  to  conceal, 
formed  the  fureft  guaranty  of  her  finceritv. 

The  five  parties  to  the  war  on  that  fide,  made  as  many- 
declarations,  which  v/ere  figned  at  Paris  on  the  25th  of 
March,  and  delivered  at  London  on  the  31ft  of  the  fame 
month.  The  counter  declaration  of  Great  Britain  and 
Pruflia  appeared  on  the  3d  of  April.  Augfburg,  as  the  fitu-' 
ation  moft  com^modious  for  the  powers  atv/arjV/as  appoint- 
ed for  the  congrefs. 

Lord  Egremont,  Lord  Stormont  ambaffador  in  Poland, 
and  general  Yorke  our  ambafiador  in  Holland,  were  nomi- 
nated as  the  Englilh  plenipotentiaries.  On  the  part  of 
France,  the  count  de  Choifel  was  appointed.  Augiburs?- 
now  became  the  centre  of  attention  to  all  Europe,  and  each 
court  prepared  every  thing  towards  this  important  meeting 
which  it  could  furnifh  of  fplendor  for  the  difplay  of  its  dig- 
nity, and  of  ability  for  the  fupport  of  its  intereft.  Thci 
public  converfation  was  for  a  while  diverted  from  fcenes  of 
horror,  bloodfhed,  and  pillage  ;  and  every  mind  was  em- 
ployed more  agreeably  on  the  public  fcene  of  magnificenccj, 
and  the  private  game  of  policy,  which  was  to  enfue. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  was  unanim.oufly  agreed,  in  order 
that  a  negotiation,  in  itfelf  fufficiently  intricate,  fhould  be 
the  lefs  embar raffed,  to  admit  to  the  treaty  none  but  the 
parties  principally  concerned,  together  with  their  allies. 

Although  this  exclufion  of  the  neutral  interefts  tended 
greatly  to  difembarrefs  and  fimplify  the  negotiation,  yet 
fuch  was  the  variety  of  feparate  and  independent  matters, 
which  ftill  remained  to  be  difcuffed,  that  it  became  advife- 
able  to  make  a  further  feparation,  if  they  hoped  to  treat 
upon  them  with  any  tolerable  eafe,  or  with  any  profpe^l  of 
coming  to  a  fpeedy  decifion. 

For  this  purpofe  it  was  neceffary  to  bring  back  the  mo- 
tives to  the  war  to  their  firft  principles  ;  and  to  difengage 
thofe  feveral  interefts  which  originally,  and  in  their  own 
nature  had  no  connection,  from  that  mafs,  in  which  m.utual 
injuries  and  a  common  animofity  had  blended  and  con- 
founded them.     This  propofition  came  iirft  from  France, 

and 
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.and  it  was  an  early  and   happy  omen  of  her  inclination  to 
peace. 

The  war,  which  was  truly  and  originally  German,  evi- 
dently had  but  a  Tingle,  though  this  a  very  difncult  object, 
to  determine  the  fate  of  the  King  of  Pruilia.  So  many 
powers  were  concerned  in  this  determination,  and  their 
views  of  aggrandifement,  indemnification,  and  revenge,  fo 
various  and  difficult  to  be  reconciled,  that  this  alone  feemed 
matter  enough  for  a  feparate  and  very  arduous  negotiaiion^ 
In  effect  all  thz  powers  of  the  north  were  concerned  in 
.  it.  For  this  reafon,  the  other  great  objeci:  of  the  general 
war,  the  limits  of  America,  which  by  that  ftrange  chain 
of  hoflile  connections,  which  even  unites  the  various  inde- 
pendent quarrels  and  enmities  of  Europe,  had  been  rrdxed 
with  the  German  difputes,  was  again  itt  upon  its  proper 
and  peculiar  bafis  ;  and  whilfl:  the  truly  German  interells 
•were  handled  at  AugfDurg,  it  was  propofed  to  treat  en  this 
head  feparately  in  London  and  in  Paris.  For  this  purpofe, 
miniflers  were  mutually  fent  from  thofe  courts  ;  ivlr.  Stan- 
ley on  the  part  of  England  -,  and  Mr.  BuiTy  on  that  of 
France. 

This  propofitlon  was  alfo  exceedingly  prudent  j  for  there 
>s  no  doubt  that  if  thefe  potentates  could  fettle  their  claims 
to  their  mutual  fatisfaclion,  and  fhould  carry  to  Augfburg 
the  fame  candour  and  good  faith,  and  the  fame  fincere  de- 
iire  of  peace,  their  influence  m.uft  necelTarily  tend  to  infpire 
principles  of  m.oderation  into  the  reft,  and  muft  contribute 
largely  to  accelerate  the  great  work  of  pacification. 

Things  were  thus  fet  upon  the  beft  footing  poffible,  and 
the  negotiation  feemed  to  be  in  the  happieft  train  that  could 
be  wiilied.  But  unfortunately  the  plan  and  difpofition  of 
the  treaty  were  much  more  eafily  adjufted,  than  the  matter 
iiiid  the  fubftance.  It  v/as  very  obvious,  that  France  if  fhe 
v/as  willing  even  to  pretend  to  a  deiirc  of  peace,  could  fcarce 
avoid  making  conceflions,  which  to  her  were  fufliciently 
mortifying.  The  moment  her  proper  quarrel  came  to  be 
Separated  from  the  general  caufe,  fhe  had  every  difadvan- 
tageinthe  negociation,  becaufe  flie  had  fufFered  every  dif- 
aittr  in  the  war.  On  the  fide  of  Germany  indeed  flie  had 
acted  v/ith  fuccefs  ;  but  even  there  the  advantages  fhe  had 
acquired  were  ftill  precarious,  as  the  chance  of  war  was  ftill 
ppen  :  no  propofition  for  a  celi'ation  of  arms  having  been 
ilmitted.     As   fhe   knew   therefore,  that  great    facriflces 

might 
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might  be  expcfted  from  her,  (he  did  not  fo  finally  refl  her 
hopes  upon  the  negotiation,  as  not  to  look  out  for  another 
rcfource  ;  and  this  rendered  on  her  part  the  whole  proceed- 
ing lefs  effe6live  and  lefs  fincere. 

The  refource  ihe  fought  was  in  Spain,  who  flie  hoped 
could  not  look  unth  indiflerence  on  the  humiliation  of  the 
principal  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Hitherto  in- 
deed the  king  of  Spain  had  obferved  a  tolerable  exacl  neu- 
trality in  his  conduct,  and  in  his  declarations  had  fpared  no 
expreffions  of  good  will  and  friendiliip  to  our  court.  He 
feemed  to  be  wholly  intent  on  the  internal  ceconomy  of 
his  dominions,  on  the  improvement  of  their  long  neglected 
police,  on  the  advancement  of  their  commerce,  and  the  re- 
gulation of  the  finances.  But  notwithftanding  thefe  do- 
meftic  attentions,  the  French  miniftry  did  not  defpair  of 
drav/ing  his  regards  abroad.  They  thought  that  the  offers 
which  France  in  her  prefent  circumftances  Vv'ould  find  her- 
felf  obliged  to  make,  muft  extremely  alarm  all  good  Spani- 
ards, who  could  not  fee  v/ilhout  the  mofl  ferious  apprchen- 
fions,  the  French  power  wholly  annihilated  in  America.  By 
this  event,  their  colonies,  though  fo  muchfuperiorto  all  others 
in  opulence  and  extent,  mufl  in  a  manner  be  at  the  mercy 
of  England  :  no  pov^^er  being  in  any  fort  able  to  afford  them 
a^iftance,  or  to  hold  the  ballance  between  themi  and  the 
power  of  England.  At  this  time  indeed,  the  French  cour'c 
had  not  abfolutely  fucceeded  in  her  defigns  at  Madrid  :  but: 
ihe  was  in  hopes,  that  every  ftep  fhe  took  in  the  treaty 
and  every  conceifion  fhe  fhould  make,  would  prove  a  freffi 
incentive  to  the  jealoufies  and  apprehenfions  of  Spain^ 
Thus  in  effeft  all  the  motions  which  France  feemingly 
made  towards  peace  were  in  reality  fo  many  fleps  towards  a 
new  v/ar  ;  and  whilft  at  London  fhe  breathed  nothing  but 
moderation,  and  the  moft  earnefb  defire  of  putting  a  period  to 
the  calamities  of  Europe,  at  Madrid  fhe  was  taking  the  moft 
vigorous  meafures  for  fpreading  them  farther,  and  continu- 
ing them  longer. 

On  the  fide  of  England,  though  there  was  far  more 
good  faith  in  the  public  procedure,  there  were  alfo,  it  muft 
be  admitted,  many  circumfl:ances  which  co-operated  to  re- 
tard the  peace.  The  great  and  almoff  unparallelled  fuccefs 
which  attended  our  arms  in  this  war,  had  raifed  a  proporti- 
onable expectation,  and  infpired  very  high  thoughts  into 
the  minds  of  the  people.     They  thought  It  unreafonable  to 

make 
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make  almoft  any  conceHlons  to  a  nation  whole  ambition  and 
violeriCe  they  had  alv/ays  found  to  correfpond  with  its  power,- 
and  whom  they  now  confidered  as  lying  at  their  mercy. 
That  this  was  the  time  for  reducing  France,  which  if  we 
let  pafs,  we  could  never  hope  again  to  recover.  In  thefe 
fentiments  it  muft  have  fared  ill  with  that  adminiftration, 
who  fliould  make  a  fucrifice  of  any  of  thofe  objects  on  which 
the  people  had  fet  their  hearts. 

On  the  other  hand  it  could  not  have  efcaped  them,  that 
the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Germany,  however  they  might  be 
artificially  feparated  in  the  difcuflionj  muft  necefTarily  have 
an  influence  on  the  final  determination  of  the  treaty.  They 
faw,  that  after  a  fevere  ftruggle  of  five  years,  the  affairs  of 
ourneareft  allies  were  only  not  ruined.  To  fay  nothing  of 
the  condition  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  the  whole  country  of 
Heffe  was  in  the  adual  poffeffion  of  France  ;  they  likewife 
held  the  county  of  Hanau  ;  and  by  their  occupation  of  Got- 
tinn;en,  the  Hanoverian  territory  lay  open  to  their  armiS.  If 
this  quarrel  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  caufe  not  Rri6lly  En- 
glifh,  (though  the  French  in  their  memorials  contended  it 
was),  yet  certainly  the  Hefiians,  and  principally  the  Hano- 
verians, were  allies  of  fo  near  a  connection,  and  had  done 
and  fuffered  fo  much  in  the  common  caufe,  that  it  muft 
have  appeared  fliocking  to  all  Europe,  if  folely  attentive  to 
our  own  peculiar  advantages,  we  fhould  patch  up  a  peace 
without  any  provifion  in  their  favour  :  and  it  was  very  evi- 
dent, that  this  provifion  could  not  be  made  in  the  fituation 
in  wl'ich  the  laft  campaign  had  left  them,  unlefs  our  govern- 
ment purchafed  it  at  a  price  that  would  be  very  grudgingly- 
paid  by  the  Englifh  fubjeds. 

The  miniflry,  perplexed  between  the  natural  expectati- 
t)ns  oftheir  country,  and  the  reafonable  expectations  of  their 
allies,  muft  have  found  it  not  a  little  difficult  to  know  what 
party  they  ought  to  take.  In  order  to  reconcile,  as  much 
as  poffible,  thefe  contradictory  defires,  the  only  foluticn 
which  could  be  found  v.as  to  pufti  the  war  with  the  utmoft 
vigour  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  not  to  hurry  the  negotiation  : 
in  hopes  that  during  its  progrefs  things  might  take  fuch  a 
turn,  as  to  enable  them  to  purchafe  peace  for  their  allies 
out  of  the  acquifitions  they  fhould  have  made  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  treaty,  and  without  being  obliged  to  have 
rccourfc  to  their  conqucfts,  previous  to  that  a?ra.  On  this 
footing  they  propofcd  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  public 

faith. 


17^1.  *Th  History  of  the  War.  361 

faith,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  preferve  the  reputation  which 
was  lb  necelTary  to  their  affairs  at  home.  Accordingly  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick  was  to  profecute  with  the  utmoft  vigour, 
the  operations  w^iich  he  had  begun  in  the  depth  of  winter; 
and  an  expedition,  the  objed  of  v/hich  was  then  fecret,  was 
prepared  with  equal  diligence  in  England. 

In  thefc  equivocal  difpofitions,  and  in  this  odd  mixture  of 
hoftile  and  pacific  meafures,  began  the  year  1 761,  a  year 
more  remarkable,  perhaps,  than  any  of  thofe  we  have  hi- 
therto defcribed,  for  events  which  will  be  radically  decifive 
of  the  future  profperity  or  mifery  of  Europe,  but  lefs,  for 
thofe  matters  by  which  the  imagination  of  the  reader  is 
commonly  affected.  Having  in  this  chapter  laid  down,  as 
far  as  we  can  conjecture,  the  political  motives  for  the  un- 
common effort  which  was  m.ade  in  Germany,  in  our  next 
chapter  we  {hall  give  an  account  of  the  military  plan  of  this 
effort,  the  execution  and  the  fuccefs  of  it. 

CHAP.     IL 

Pfiince  Ferdinand^s  plan,  Jllies  enter  into  Hejje  mid  Thu- 
rlngia.  French  retire.  Hereditary  prince  repulfed  at 
Fritzlar.  Frit'z.lar  taken.  Several  ?nagazinc5  taken. 
Blockade  of  Marpurg  and  Ziegeyihayn.  Siege  of  CaJfeL 
Battle  of  Langenfalt-ze.  Broglio  reinforced  from  the 
Lower  Rhine.  Hereditary  prince  defeated  at  Stangerode. 
Siege  of  Cajpl,  c^c.  raifed.  Allies  retire  behind  the 
DymeL 

AT  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign,  the  French  had  the 
entire  and  undiflurbed  poffeilion  of  the  v/hole  territory 
of  Heffe  :  a  country  tolerably  provided,  and  which  contains 
many  tenable  places.  Some  of  thefe,  they  had  ftrengthencd 
with  additional  works  ;  and  they  had  amaffsd  immenfe  ma- 
gazines in  the  moft  convenient  fituations.  This  was  their 
condition  in  the  front  of  their  winter  cantonments.  On 
their  left  they  had  driven  the  allies  from  the  Lower  Rhine, 
where  they  kept  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  which 
ftreightened  our  quarters,  and  checked  our  efforts  on  that 
fide.  On  their  right  they  poffeffcd  the  tov/n  of  Gottingen, 
in  which  they  had  placed  a  very  ftrong  garrifon ;  and  thus 
theyfhut  us  up  on  this  quarter  alio,  whillt  the  king's  German 
dominions  lay  entirely  open  to  their  enterprizes. 

O  if 
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If  we  confider  the  fituation  of  the  French  armies,  they 
will  prefent  us  with  the  idea  of  an  immenfe  crefcent,  the 
two  advanced  points  of  which  were  at  Gottingen  and  Wefel- 
and  the  body  extended  "in  Heffe  :  lb  that  being  perfedly 
w-eli  provided  with  magazines,  and  mafter  of  all  the  proper 
coilFrmumcations,  neceSary  for  their  current  fubfiAence, 
with  ftrong  places  in  their  rear,  and  in  both  their  flanks  ; 
in  the  next  campaign  they  had  only  to  advance  their  fjsveral 
pofls  in  a  manner  to  enclofe  the  allied  army,  which,  without 
fome  fignal  fuccefs  (from  their  numbers  and  fituation,  hard- 
ly to  be  expected)  would  find  itfelf  entirely  incapable  of 
making  any  ftand  againft  them. 

Prince  Ferdinand  v/as  v&ry  fenfible  of  thefe  inconvenien- 
cies  of  his  fituation,  and  of  the  advantages  the  enemy  had' 
over  him.  It  was  extremely  diificult  to  fettle  a  plan  for  ac- 
tion ;  but  no  adion  could  be  attended  with  much  worfe 
confequences,  than  inaftivity  in  a  bad  condition.  He  knew 
from  experience,  that  the  French  were  ill  qualified  for  win- 
ter operations  in  Germany,  and  that  his  own  foldiers,befides 
their  fuperior  hardinefs,  and  their  being  inured  to  the  ri- 
gour of  the  climate,  could  fuffer  but  little  more  from  field 
fervice,  efpecially  if  attended  with  fuccefs,  than  they  muft 
endure  from  the  badnefs  of  their  winter  quarters.  It  is  true 
that  there  was  fomething  difcouraging  in  the  attack  of  a  very 
fuperior  body  of  the  enemy,  poiTefled  of  every  advantage 
againft  him  :  but  it  was  clear,  that  this  fuperiority,  and 
thefe  advantages  would  not  lefien  as  the  fummer  approach- 
ed. It  was  clear,  that  every  ftep  the  enemy  gained  on  him,, 
woula  render  his  defence  weaker  and  his  refources  more 
fcanty  ;  and  that  if  the  enemy  found  themfclves  in  a  conditi- 
on to  commence  this  cam.paign  where  they  had  concluded 
the  laft,  and  that  nothing  fhould  hinder  their  proceeding  in 
the  earlieft  feafon,  he  could  never  reafonably  hope  to  pro- 
tra6t  the  war  to  another  year.  For  to  fpeak  the  truth,  this- 
was  the  utmoft,  which  in  his  circumflances  he  could  pro- 
niife  himfelf  from  the  moil:    judicious  fcheme  of  conduft. 

Having  therefore  refolved  to  act,  he  loft  no  time  to  a(£t 
with  vigour.  He  appointed  three  places  of  rendezvous  on' 
theDymel,  the  Rhine,  and  m  Saverland.  His  armyaflem- 
bled  on  the  9th  of  February,  without  fufPering  the  enemy 
to  have  any  previous  notice  of  their  intentions.  The  next 
day  the  troops  halted,  and  the  duke  communicated   to  his 

generals^ 
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generals  the  difpofition  he  had  made  for  the  motions  of  the 
whole. 

The  centre  was  led  by  his  ferene  highnefs  in  perfon  ;  it 
penetrated  dire<5lly  into  Hefie,  and  marching  by  Zierenberg 
and  Durenberg,  made  its  way  towards  CaiTel.  The  right 
and  left  of  the  army  were  each  at  a  very  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  this  body  ;  but  they  were  fo  difpofed  as  fully  to 
co-operate  in  the  general  plan  of  operation,  which  was 
very  extenfive.  The  hereditary  prince  commanded  on  the 
right :  he  marched  by  Stadbergen  for  Mengeringhaufen  ; 
and  leaving  the  country  of  Helle  to  the  Eallward,  as  the 
alarm  was  to  be  as  fudden,  and  as  widely  diffufed  as  polli- 
ble,  he  pufned  forward  with  the  utmoft  expedition  into  the 
heart  of  the  Fr^snch  quarters.  General  Sporcken  com- 
manded a  corps  at  a  greater  diftance  to  the  left,  and  pene- 
trated into  Thuringia,  by  Duderftadt  and  Heiligenftadt. 
The  defign  of  this  movem.ent  was  to  break  the  communi- 
cation of  the  French  v/ith  the  army  of  the  Empire,  to  open 
one  for  ourfelves  v/ith  the  Pruffians,  and  to  cut  off  all  inter- 
courfe  between  the  grand  army  of  the  enemy,  and  their 
garrifon  at  Gottingen. 

By  this  fudden,  extenfive,  and  vigarous  attack,  the 
French  were  throv/n  into  the  utmoft  confternation  :  they 
retreated,  or  rather  fled  upon  every  fide.  It  could  fcarcely 
have  been  imagined,  that  thi-s  was  the  fame  army  which 
had  but  juft  clofed  the  campaign  with  fo  much  fuccefs. 
Such  has  been  the  fport  of  fortune  in  this  war,  even  beyond 
all  former  examples  of  her  caprice,  that  the  inftances  are 
numerous  of  inferior  and  beaten  arm.ies,  without  any  appa* 
rent  change  in  their  circumftances,  driving  the  conquerors 
before  them.  So  remarkable  was  the  revolution  of  fortune 
at  this  time,  that  it  is  highly  credible  if  the  French  had  had 
their  quarters  in  an  open  country,  their  army  had  been  to- 
tally deftroyed  :  but  happily  for  them,  they  had  very  fuffi- 
ci-ent  means  of  fecuring  their  retreat.  For  as  the  allies  ad^ 
vanced,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  Caffel  and  Gottingen  at 
their  backs;  into  the  former  of  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  a  garrifon  equal  to  a  moderate  army ;  and  in  the 
latter  they  had  7  or  8000  men.  Beyond  thefe  again  v/ere 
Fritzlar,  Ziegenhayn,  and  Marpurg,  places  of  a  tolerable 
degree  of  ftrength  and  well  garrifonedjbefides  fome  other 
iAferior  pofts, 
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The  hereditary  prince,  whofe  p(artT-was  the  moft  advanc- 
ed, ftruck  the  firft  blow,  by  an  attempt  to  furprize  Fritz- 
Jar.  He  had  received  advice  that  it  v\^as  not  prepared  to  re- 
ceive him.  He  accordingly  took  only  a  few  battalions  and 
no  cannon,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  carry  that  place  at 
once.  But  unfortunately  hewas  deceived  in  his  intelligence. 
The  garrifon  was  prepared  and  refolute,  and  though  the 
hereditary  prince  attacked  it  v/ith  his  ufual  fplrit,  he  was 
obliged  for  that  time  to  defift,  and  to  draw  off  with  no  in- 
ccnfiderable  lofs. 

About  this  time,  Marpurg  was  attempted  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  with  no  better  fuccefs.  Gen.  Breidenback,  an 
Hanoverian  officer,  of  great  bravery,  experience  and  repu- 
tation, who  commanded  there,  loft  his  life  in  the  attack. 
Thefe  two  fevere  checks  at  the  entrance  into  action,  did  not 
however  difcourage  either  the  parties  that  fufFered  them,  or 
tl'^  reft  of  the  army.  They  advanced  as  expeditiouily,  and 
with  more  caution.  Cannon  and  mortars  were  brought  be- 
fore Fritzlar,  which,  after  a  defence  that  was  rather  made 
for  the  credit  of  the  commander,  than  from  any 
Feb.  15.  hope  of  faving  the  place,  furrendered  on  honour^ 
able  terms.  A  iarge  magazine  was  found  here. 
The  m.arquis  of  Granby  was  employed,  with  fuccefs,  in 
reducing  the  forts  and  caliles  in  this  neighbourhood.  The 
allied  army  refolutely  advanced,  and  as  they  advanced,  the 
French  continually  retired,  abandoning  pofl  after  poft,  and 
fell  back  almoft  to  the  Maine.  They  fired  their  magazines 
lis  they  retreated ;  but  the  allies  purfued  with  fo  much  ra- 
pidity, that  they  faved  five  capital  ftores  ;  one  of  which  con- 
tained no  lefs  than  80, ceo  facks  of  meal,  50,000  facks  of 
oats,  and  a  million  of  rations  of  hay,  a  very  fmall  part  of 
ivhich  had  been  deitrovcd.  Thefe  were  acquifitions  of  the 
utmofl  advantage,  as  they  wonderfully  facilitated  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  army ;  which,  as  it  advanced,  flill  found  its 
fubfiflence  ;  provifion  was  alfo  thereby  made  for  the  caval- 
ry, which  otherwife,  it  could  never  have  been  fuppliedwith 
in  fiich  a  feafon,  and  at  fuch  a  vafl  diflance  from  ourorigi-r 
11  al  quarters. 

Notwithflanding  this  fuccefs  in  front,  it  was  not  here  the 
grand  object  of  our  operations  lay.  Callel  was  to  be  redu- 
ced. The  French  had  in  that  town  a  garrifon  of  17  batta- 
lions, befidcs  fome  other  corps,  under  the  command  of  the 
count  de  Broglio  j  and  thcr<  was  no  doubt,  that  he  would 

defenc} 


I76i,  ne  History  of  the  War.  365 

defend  the  place  to  the  utmoft.  The  fortifications  of  CaffeJ 
are  moftly  in  the  old  manner ;  they  confift  of  very  high, 
but  ftrong  walls.  Some  works  indeed  had  been  newly  ad- 
ded ;  but  the  great  hope  of  the  enemy  was  in  the  ftrength 
of  the  garrifon  and  the  rigour  of  the  feafon.  The  fiege  of 
this  place  was  not  to  be  delayed  ;  however  it  was  neceirary 
previoufly  to  clear  all  the  adjacent  country  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  garrifon  with  their 
grand  army. 

Therefore  when  marfhal  Broglio  had  been  driven  quite 
out  off  Heffe,  and  had  retreated  towards  Frankfort,  prince 
Ferdinand  ceafed  to  advance;  and  having  ordered  two  bo- 
dies to  the  blockade  of  Marpurg  and  Ziegenhayn,  which 
ftill  obftinately  held  out,  he  formed  that  part  of  the  army 
which  was  with  him  into  a  chain  of  cantonments,  making  a 
front  towards  the  enemy  which  extended  from  the  river 
Lahn  to  the  river  Ohm,  and  from  the  Ohm  to  the  Fulda  5 
thus  he  propofed  to  watch  the  motions  of  marflial  Broglio*s 
army,  to  cover  the  fiege  of  CalTel,  and  the  blockades  of 
the  two  fortrelles  juil  mentioned.  The  fiege  of  Caffel  was 
carried  on  by  the  count  of  Lippe  Schaumburg  a  fovereign 
prince  of  the  empire,  reputed  one  of  the  ableS:  engineers  in 
Europe.  His  manao;ement  of  the  artillery  at  Thornhaufeii 
was  a  principal  caufe  in  the  acquifition  of  that  great  vidory; 
and  it  was  not  doubted  that  his  abilities  would  be  exerted 
as  effeclively  at  CalTcl.  Trenches  were  opened  on  the  hx^ 
of  March.  All  eyes  were  now  direiled  to  this  point  j  for 
on  the  fuccefs  of  this  ftroke  depended  the  whole  fortune  of 
the  campaign.  It  was  very  apparent  that  if  CalTel  and  its 
^  Trifon  fhould  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  allies,  Gottlngen 
and  the  inferior  places  muft  inevitably  fall  along  with  it  ; 
and  this  misfortune  would  be  more  than  e(^uivalent  to  the 
lofs  of  a  great  battle. 

Whilft  the  war  was  thus  carried  on  in  Hefle^  M.  Sporck- 
en  who  commanded  the  detachm.ent  to  the  left,  on  the  fide 
of  Saxony,  advanced  with  an  intrepidity  equal  to  the  reft  ; 
he  was  foon  joined  by  a  corps  of  Pruflians,  and  the  united 
army  loft  no  time  to  clear  the  Werra  and  the  Unftrutofthe 
bodies  of  French  and  Saxons  which  occupied  the  moft  im- 
portant poft  upon  thefe  rivers.  As  thefe  bodies  were  ad- 
vantageoufly  pofted  and  could  be  fupported  on  one  fide  by 
the  garrifon  of  Gottingen,  and  on  the  other,  as  they  pro- 
inifed  thenifeives,  by  the  arjny  of  the  empire,  they  main- 
tained 
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/  tained  their  ground  5  and  this  foon  brought  on 
Feb.  14.  a  fharp  action.  The  allies  attacked  a  large  body 
advantageoufly  pofted  at  Lmgenfaltz  upon  th^ 
Unftrut ;  the  event  was  entirely  favourable.  Three  whole 
battalions  of  Saxons  were  made  prifoners  by  the  PrufTians  ; 
M.  de  Sporck:n  took  two  b-attaiions.  The  enemy's  lofs 
was  computed  at  five  thoufand  men ;  feveral  pieces  of 
cannon  v/ere  alfo  taken,  and  a  large  magazine  was  aban- 
doned. This  blow  was  well  foliov/ed  ;  one  body  of  the 
combined  army  pufhed  to  Eifenach  and  Gotha,  whilft 
another  by  forced  marches  got  forward  to  Fulda ;  the 
French  gave  way  on  their  right ;  and  the  army  of  the 
empire  on  the  left ;  the  latter  fell  back  to  Bamberg,  to- 
tally abandoning  a  very  large  trad  of  country. 

Hitherto  the  affairs  of  the  allies  proceeded  almoft  in  an 
uninterrupted  courfe  of  profperity.  It  was  indeed  a  degree 
of  profperity  altogether  aftoniil^ing,  and  which  as  at  firft  it 
could  fcarcely  have  been  expeiSled,  {o  there  was  no  reafon  to 
imagine  it  would  have  any  long  continuance.  For  the  allies 
on  the  fide  of  Saxony,  where  M.  Sporcken  a£bed,  in  pro* 
portion  as  their  adtivity  and  fuccefs  carried  them  forward, 
left  the  countries  on  their  rear  m.ore  and  more  uncovered, 
and  expofed,  without  any  or  with  a  very  infufficient  defence, 
to  the  attempts  of  the  powerful  garrifon  of  Gottingen.  The 
count  de  Vaux,  who  commanded  that  garrifon,  is  a  very 
able  and  enterprizing  officer.  And  he  no  fooner  perceived, 
that  the  allies  were  wholly  intent  upon  driving  their  enemies 
from  the  Werra  and  Unftrut,  and  on  pufhing  the  advantages 
they  had  acquired  to  the  utmoft,  then  he  marched  out  of 
Gottingen  with  a  ftrong  detachment,  attacked  and  routed  an 
Hanoverian  convoy,  fell  upon  the  town  of  Duderftadt  with 
the  utmoft  violence  ;  and  though  he  failed  in  his  firft  at- 
tempt, he  repeated  it  with  fo  much  fpirit,  that  at  length  h^ 
carried  that  town,  and  afterwards  fome  of  the  moft  confi- 
derable  places  near  it.  By  thefe  fucceftes  he  prevented  M. 
de  Sporcken's  corps  from  returning  by  the  way  they  had  ad- 
vanced, and  indeed  abfolutely  difqualified  them  from  ailing 
feperately  from  their  main  army  ;  to  which  foon  after  thefe 
events,  they  were  obliged  to  join  themfelves.  This  junc-r 
tion  now  becam.e  neceftary  on  another  account, 

Marftial  Broglio  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign 
had  been  obliged,  by  the  enterprizes  of  the  hereditary 
Pfince,  to  detach  frgm  his  army  in  HelTe  a  Ur^e  body  to 

the 


i7^t.  ^/^^  History  ^/ /^^  War.  3^^ 

the  lower  Rhine.  He  now  found  it  equally  proper  to  re- 
call this  body  together  with  further  reinforcements,  in  order 
to  maintain  his  ground  in  the  country  northward  of  the 
Maine,  where  he  was  clofely  prefTed  by  the  allies,  and 
which  he  muit  be  compelled  fliamefully  to  relinquifn,  if 
Caffel  was  not  relieved  in  time.  Senfible  of  this,  with 
whatever  di-fficulty,  he  called  in  his  moft  diftant  pofts,  em- 
bodied his  army,  infpired  them  with  new  fpirits,  and  made 
them  capable,  by  a  more  exaft  order  in  their  difcipline  and 
a  great  fuperiority  in  their  numbers,  of  attempting  fome- 
thing  conftderable. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  hopes  of  the  allies,  depended  on 
the  effect  of  their  firft  impreiTion  ;  they  were  obliged  to 
attempt  too  many  obje6ls  at  the  fame  time,  and  thefe  too 
arduous  for  the  number  of  which  their  army  confided.  For 
it  was  neceffary  that  they  fhould  keep  one  army,  and  that 
no  fmall  one^  employed  on  the  fiege  of  CafTel ;  another 
was  occupied  in  the  blockade  of  Zi^genhayn  ;  a  third  was 
employed  to  the  eaftv/ard  of  the  Fulda  ;  and  ftill  a  fourth 
was  neceffary  to  cover  and  fuftain  all  thefe  various  opera- 
tions, and  to  oppofe  itfelf  to  the  attempts  of  Marfhal  Brog-> 
lio.  It  was  but  too  plain,  that  when  the  whole  of  the 
French  force  was  collected  in  one  point,  it  could  never  be 
refifted  by  a  part  only  of  the  allied  army ;  if  they  fhouI(f 
attempt  to  draw  away  any  of  the  feperate  corps  from  the 
critical  fervice  upon  which  it  was  employed,  the  entire  pur- 
pofe  of  their  labours  was  given  up.  In  a  word.  Prince 
Ferdinand  had  three  ftrong  pofts  of  the  enemy  on  his  rear, 
and  their  grand  army  now  perfe(£l:Iy  united  on  his  front,  and^ 
his  fituation,  which  was  far  from  advantageous,  obliged  him 
to  call  in  M.  Sporcken's  body  which  had  effeded  its  pur- 
pofe  and  could  beft  be  fpared.  However  the  prince  kept 
his  pofition  as  long  as  poflible ;  and  the  fiege  v/as  carried 
on  with  as  much  vigour  as  a  winter  operation,  and  the  fpi- 
rited  defence  of  a  great  garrifon  ably  commanded,  would 
admit. 

But  Marfhal  Broglio,  as  foon  as  he  had  collected  his  army, 
advanced  without  jielay.  He  caufed  the  troops  under  the 
hereditary  prince  to  be  attacked  near  the  village  of  Stange- 
rode,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Grunberg,  where  he  was  ad- 
vanced in  front  of  the  before-mentioned  line  of  the  allied 
army.  The  attack  was  made  bv  the  enemies  dragoons,  the 
very  firft  fiiock  of  which  broke  the  whole  foot,  confiftingof 

nine 
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nine  regiments,  H?.noverians,  Hellians,  and  BrunTwickers^ 
The  French  on  this  occafion  made  two  thoufand  prifoners, 
and  poiTelled  themfelves  of  feveral  trophies  of  victory  ;  fev. 
were  killed  or  wounded  on  either  fide. 

After  this  blow  the  allied  army  could  no  longer  think  of 
making  head  againft  the  French^  or  of  maintaining  their 
ground  in  Helle.  They  broke  up  the  blockade  of  Ziegen- 
hayn  ;  and  foon  after  raifed  the  fiegcof  CafTel,  after  twenty- 
feven  days  open  trenches.  They  evacuated  the  whole  coun- 
try of  HefTe,  retired  behind  the  Dymel,  and  falling  back 
nearly  to  the  quarters  they  poflefied  before  this  undertaking. 

Thus  ended  an  expedition  which  was  carried  on  againft 
many  difficulties,  with  much  fpirit,  and  which  at  firft  excit- 
ed great  hopes.  It  failed  indeed  in  fomC  of  its  objects  ;  but 
it  produced  its  effe(3:  in  the  total  of  the  operations  of  the 
year.  The  French,  by  the  deftruclion  or  feizure  of  fo  many 
of  their  principal  magazines,  were  for  a  long  time  difabled 
from  taking  any  advantage  of  their  fuccelTes  in  the  p  reced- 
ing campaign,  or  from  their  late  victory.  It  was  not  until 
the  feafon  was  a  good  deal  advanced  that  they  were  in  a 
condition  to  a61.  This  ceflation  was  not  dearly  bought 
even  by  the  lofs  we  fuftained  at  Stangerode,  and  the  ex- 
treme hardfoips  the  troops  had  endured  during  the  whole 
fervicej  for  circumftanced  as  both  armies  were  at  their 
quitting  the  field,  without  this  feafonable  check  it  is  proba- 
ble we  fhould  have  at  this  day  no  footing  in  Germany.  Both 
armies  as  it  whereby  confent  lay  quiet  in  their  winter  quar- 
ters. During  their  inaction,  the  negotiation  at  London  and 
Paris,  whofe  commencement  we  have  related  in  the  firft 
chapter,  was  purfued  without  interruption* 

CHAP.    III. 

The  mgociation  continued.  Propofitions  of  uti  poffidetis.  De*- 
bate  concerning  the  periods.  BelkiJIe  defcribed.  Englijh 
rcpulfed  at  Lochmaria  bay.  They  make  good  their  land- 
ing.  Palais  befteged.  Town  abandoned.  Citadel  ca^ 
ptulates* 

TT  muft  be  obferved,  that  after  the  judicious  fcperations 
■*■  which  had  been  made  of  the  interelts  of  the  feveral  pow- 
ers 3i  war,  there  ftill  remained  a  fufficient  fund  of  intricacy 
and  altercations  in  each  particular  difcuflion.  In  order  there- 
fore 
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fore  to  make  the  way  to  peace  as  fmooth  as  pofTible,  it  was 
refolved  previoufly  to  eflablifii  fome  certain  and  fimple  points 
that  might  ferve  to  direil  and  keep  fteady  the  whole  nep-o- 
tiation.  Thefe  points  were  but  two  ;  indeed  they  wer^  fo 
infeperably  connected  with  each  other,  that  they  feemed 
rather  members  of  the  fame  propofition  than  feparate  arti- 
cles. The  firli:  was,  that  the  two  crowns  fnoulcl  re?nai7i  in 
pojjejfion  of  what  they  have  conquered  one  from  the  other. 
The  fecond  imported  that,  the  fituation  in  which  they  Jhall 
Jiand  at  certain  -periods^  JJ^ali  be  the  pofition  to  ferve  as  a 
hafts  for  the  treaty  which  may  be  negotiated  bstwec/i  the 
two  powers. 

As  France  was  known  to  have  had  the  worft  in  the  war, 
a  propofition  of  Jiatii  quo,  coming  from  her,  muft  have  ap- 
peared an  inftance  of  moderation,  altogether  furprizing  to 
our  minifters.     It  is  certain,  that  had  peace  been  concluded 
at  that  inftant,  and  upon  the  fole  foundation  of  this  article, 
England  would  then  have  poirefTed  all  the  conquefts  flie  had 
inade,  every  one  of  which  was  in  a  very  high  degree  advan- 
tageous to  her  commerce  and  her  pov/er,  and  none  ofv/hich 
could  be  confidered  as  a  fubjeft  of  future  difcuffion.      On 
the  other  hand,  France  continuing  in  poffeffion  of  tne  places 
ihe  had  conquered,  would  have  acquired  no  advantage  that 
■tould  at  all  countervail  the  expence  of  keeping   them  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  fhe  would  be  expofed  to  endjefs  aker- 
cations,  and  v^^ould  afford  matter  of  the  higheft  jealoufy,  in- 
dignation, and  difcontent,  even  to  her  nearefl  allies.     This 
bafis    being  therefore  fettled,  although  it  was  evident,  that 
the  treaty  could    not   reft  upon  this  balls  folely.     England 
had  certainly    a   great  fuperiority  in  the  negotiation,  and 
might  rationally  expeft  (v/hen  they  fhould  come  to  talk  of 
reftitutions)  to  purchafe  the  evacuation  of  the  French  con- 
quefts in  Germany,  at  a  much  frnallcr  price  than  their  ap- 
■  parent  magnitude  might  feem  to  demand.     However  thefe 
were  ftill  a  matter  of  fo  much  anxiety,  and  the  nature  of 
the  precife  ftipulations  v/ere  ftill  fo  uncertain,  that  the  ne-- 
gotiation,  though  it  proceeded  with  ftrong  appearance  of  a 
defire  for  peace,  met  with  very  frequent  checks  and  delays. 
Both  parties  were  indeed  unanimous  in  the   article  of  uti 
pojfidetis  \  than  which,  it  muft  be  admitted,  there  could  not 
"be  a  better  ground  to  treat  upon.   But  as  the  Vv^ar  ftill  conti- 
nued, and  wbilft  it  continued  might  makes  daily  aker:;tion 
in  the  fortune  of  the  contra-fling  powers,  it  was  nece/hiry 
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to  fix  upon  fome  epochas  to  which  this  pofTefTofy  srrtitlc 
fhould  refer. 

The  French  on  this  head  propofed,  that  the  jltuat'ion  In 
which  they  Jhall  Jiand  en  the  firil  of  September  in  the  year 
1 76 1  in  the  Eajl-Indie^^  on  the  firft  of  July  in  the  fame  year 
in  the  Weji-Indies  oid  in  Africa^  and  on  the  firft  of  May 
following  in  Europe^  fiould  be  the  pofitisn^  which  Jhould 
ferve  as  a  bafis  to  the  treaty  zvhich  ?nay  be  negotiated  be- 
tiueen  the  two  powers-*  They  added  further,  that  as  thefe 
epochas  might  feem  too  near  or  too  diftant  for  the  intereii 
of  Great  Britain,  they  were  extremely  williag  to  enter  into 
a  negotiation  upon  that  object. 

The  Englifh  miniftry  received  this  proportion  with  lefs 
fatisfaction  than  its  apparent  fairnefs  deferved.  They  en- 
tirely rejecled  the  French  epochas ;  and  declared  that  they 
could  not  admit,  without  prejudice  to  themfelves,  any  other 
epochas  than  thofe  which  haue  reference  to  the  day  of  fign- 
ing  the  treaty  of  peace.  Had  this  refolution  been  ftridfly 
adhered  to,  it  was  evident  that  the  negotiation  was  that 
moment  at  an  end.  Fo?  though-  what  was  aflerted  in  the 
French  memorial  in  reply  to  this  declaration,  {that  the  bafts 
of  the  propofition  of  uti  poflidetis  was  neceffarily  conneSfed 
with  the  particular  epochas  propofed)  is  by  no  means  to  be 
admitted  ;  it  is  on  the  other  hand  not  eafy  to  deny  the  va- 
lidity of  their  fubfequent  aflertion,  "  that  if  not  thefe,  at 
leafty^/Tz^  certain  periods  during  the  war  ought  to  be  fixed  ; 
and  that  the  uti  pojfidctis  could  not  reafonably  have  reference 
only  to  the  time  of  figning  the  treaty  of  peace."  For  if  the 
contrary  principle  was  once  admitted,  it  would  become 
difficult  to  know,  or  even  with  probability  to  guefs,  at  the 
nature  or  the  value  of  the  pofleffions  which  by  fuch  an  ar- 
ticle fhould  be  mutually  given  away.  And  if  thefe  difficul-, 
ties  occurred  in  the  fimplicity  of  a  poflefTory  article,  they 
mufl:  be  increafed  tenfold  upon  every  other,  and  muft  come 
to  fuch  an  height  as  to  preclude  all  poffibility  of  negotiation 
on  things  of  fo  intricate  a  nature  as  exchanges  and  equiva- 
lents. The  French  in  their  memorial  infilled  fo  ftrongly 
on  the  propriety  of  eftablifhing  thefe  periods,  that  they 
threatened  to  recal  the  whole  propofition  if  they  were  not 
agreed  to. 

It  mufl  doubtlefs  appear  at  firfl  view  furprizing  to  fee 
France,  whofc  actual  fituatlon  was  very  indifferent,  con- 
tending for  a  near  period,  and  England,  whofc  affairs  were 
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at  that  time  apparently  in  a  profperous  fituation,  poftponing 
the  uti  pGjfidetis  to  one  more  remote.  But  the  truth  is,  that 
in  that  particular  neither  party  confulted  their  prefent  con- 
dition. They  a(5led  wholly  on  forefight.  For  though  the 
Englifh,  on  the  25th  of  March,  when  this  propofition  was 
made,  were  carrying  on  the  fiege  of  Callel,  and  the  other 
llrong  places  in  Heile,  and  the  enemy  had  no  army  in  that 
country  to  oppofe  them,  it  was  notwithftanding  evident  that 
from  the  flow  progrefs  of  thofe  fieges,  and  from  the  alacrity 
of  marfhal  Broglio  in  coUeding  his  troops,  they  muft  be 
fliortly  obliged  to  abandon  the  enterprize  ;  it  was  evident 
that  France  mAift  be  reinftated  in  the  abfolute  pofTeiTion  o? 
her  former  conquefts  long  before  the  epocha  of  the  firft  of 
May,  the  period  which  they  fixed  for  Europe.  Both  courts 
were  fully  apprized  of  this.  It  was  therefore  the  intereft 
of  France  to^offer.and  of  England  to  rejecl  this  near  period  ; 
efpeclally  as  the  fate  of  the  defign  on  the  coaft  of  France 
was  then  depending,  and  our  adminiftration  feemed  to  have 
conceived  _no  mean  hopes  of  its  fuccefs,  .and  no  fmall  opini- 
on of  its  importance  in  the  negotiation. 

The  fleet  employed  in  this  expedition  failed  from  Spit- 
head  on  the  29th  of  March,  and  it  was  foon  difcovered  that 
Belleifle  was  the  objecSl. 

Belleifle,  the  largeft  of  all  the  European  iflands  belonging 
to  the  French  King,  is  between  12  and  13  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference. 

The  ifland  originally  belonged  tothe  earl  of  Cornouaille, 
but  has  been  fince  vielded  to  the  king  :  it  contains  only  one 
little  city,  called  Le  Palais,  three  country  towns,  103  vil- 
lages, and  about  .5000  inhabitants. 

The  town  of  Palais  takes  its  name  from  a  caftle,  belong- 
ing to  the  duke  de  Belleifle,  in  its  neighbourhood5  which  is 
now  converted  into  a  citadel,  which  is  a  regular  and  ftrong 
fortification,  fronting  the  fea,  compofed  principally  of  horn- 
work,  and  is  provided  with  two  dry  ditches,  the  one  next  the 
counterfcarp,  and  the  other  fo  contrived  as  to  fecure  the  in- 
terior fortifications.  This  citadel  is  divided  from  the  largeft 
part  of  the  town  by  an  inlet  £)f  the  fea,  over  which  there 
is  a  bridge  of  communication  j  from  the  other  part  of  the 
town  ;  and  which  is  moft  inhabited^  it  is  only  divided  by 
its  own  fortifications,  and  a  glacis.  There  are  three  no- 
minal harbours  in  thi^  ifland,  Palais,  Sauzon  and  Goulfard  ; 
=eyery  one  of  which  labours  under  fgme  capital  defedt,  either 
P  7.      ■'^  JA 
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in  being  expofed,  fhallow,  or  dangerous  at  the  entrance. 
The  only  branch  of  trade  carried  on  here  is  the  curing 
pilchards. 

From  this  flate  of  the  ifland,  poor  in  itfelf,  capable  of 
little  improvement,  and  fo  ill  circumflanced  in  point  of  har- 
bours, a  fort  of  a  diflike  to  the  expedition  began  to  arife. 
Several  did  not  fee  of  what  confiderable  fervice  fuch  a  con- 
quell  could  be  of  to  England  in  time  of  peace,  or  of  what 
prejudice  to  the  enemy  in  time  of  war.  They  forcfaw  that 
it  could  not  be  taken  without  confiderable  lofs,  or  kept 
without  confiderable  expence  ;  and  on  the  whole  they  ap- 
prehended that  when  exchanges  came  to  be  m.ade,  France 
would  lay  no  great  ftrefs  upon  it.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
urged,  th^t  though  the  harbours  were  bad,  yet  fmaii  priva^ 
tcers  might  iffue  from  thence,  greatly  to  the  moleftation  of 
the  French  coafting  trade  ;  and  that  the  fleet  of  England 
might  ride  between  it  and  the  continent  in  a  well  prote6^ed 
road.  I'hey  imagined  the  poileflion  of  this  ifland,  if  not 
of  great  detriment  to  the  intereft  of  France,  would  be  a 
grievous  wound  to  her  pride  ;  and  that  thofe  circumftances 
w^hich  had  formerly  induced  her  to  expend  money  on  the 
fortifications  there,  and  on  the  apprehenfion  of  an  invafion 
to  £11  them  with  a  powerful  gariifon,  would  likewife  per- 
fuade  her  to  fet  a  value  on  the  place  when  it  came  to  be 
efrimated  in  the  treaty. 

Whilft  they  reafoned  in  this  manner  in  England,  the 
fleet  under  the  commaild  of  commodore  Keppel,  and  the 
land  forces  under  general  Hodgfon,  arrived  before  Belleiflc 
on  the  7th  of  April,  and  on  the  8th  agreed  to  attempt  a 
landing  on  the  fouth-eafl  of  the  ifland  in  a  fandy  bay  neac- 
Lochmarla  point.  Here  the  enemy  were  in  pofieffion  of  ^ 
little  fort  J  they  had  moreover  entrenched  themfelves  on 
an  hill  exceiTively  fteep,  and  the  foot  of  which  was  fcraped- 
away.  The  attempt  was  made  in  three  places  with  great 
f  efolution  :  a  few  grenadiers  got  on  fhore,  and  formed  them-^ 
felves ',  but  as  they  were  not  fupported,  they  were  for  the 
greater  part  made  prifoners.  The  reft  of  the  army,  after 
feveral  very  brave  and  repeated  efforts,  being  wholly  unable 
to  force  the  enemies  lines,  or  make  good  their  landing,  were 
cblicjcd  to  retire  with  lofs  ;  v/hat  added  to  the  difafter  was-, 
that"  feveral  of  the  flat  bottomed  vefl'els  were  deftroyed  or 
damaged  in  an  hard  gale  which  followed  on  our  retiring 
fromt  the  ihorc.  This  made  the  profpe<^  Qf  ajiy  future  at- 
tempt; 


i/^i*  T"^.?  History  of  the  War.  3^3 

tempt  more  unpleafmg  even  than  the  firft.  In  this  attack 
we  loft  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  near  five  hundred 
men. 

Neither  commanders  nor  fokllers  were  however  difpirit- 
ed  by  this  mortifying  repulfe.  They  refolved,  if  poUlble, 
jiot  to  return  without  effe6l.^  and  then  determined  diligently 
to  fearch  the  whole  coafl:,  in  order  to  find  a  place  more  fa- 
vourable for  another  attack.  The  view  indeed  was  not  en- 
couraging. The  ifland  is  naturally  a  fortification ;  and 
what  nature  had  left  undone  to  make  it  fuch,  had  been, 
amply  fupplied  by  art. 

It  was  a  long  time  after  this  firft  failure  before  the  wea-. 
,ther  would  give  our  commanders  an  opportunity  of  a  fecond 
trial;  however  they  perfified  with  the  utmoft  fteadincfs, 
and  found  at  length  a  convenient  fituation.  Not  that  it 
was  a  part  of  the  coaft  lefs  ftrong  than  the  reft ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  built  their  principal  hopes  on  the  exceffivc 
fteepnefs  and  difficulty  of  the  rocks,  which  had  rendered 
the  enemy  rather  lefs  attentive  on  this  quarter.  This  ar-? 
duous  attempt  v/as  made  at  a  bold  rocky  fhore,  near  the 
iibove-mentioned  point  of  Lockmaria.  Befides  the  princi- 
ple attack,  two  feints  were  made  at  the  fame  time  to  diftra<3: 
the  enemy,  whilft  the  men  of  war  direded  their  fire  with 
great  judgment  and  efi:e6l  on  the  hills.  Thefe  manoeuvres 
gave  brigadier  general  Lambert  with  an  handful  of  men, 
an  opportunity  of  climbing  up  a  very  fteep  rock,  without 
moleftation.  This  little  body  having  thus  prcfperoufly 
gained  the  top  of  the  hill,  formed  themfelves  in 
good  order,  and  without  delay.  They  Vv^ere  im-  April  25- 
mediately  attacked  by  three  hundred  of  the 
French,  but  they  maintained  their  advantage  with  refo- 
lution  until  the  whole  corps  of  brigadier  Lambert,  v/nich 
now  had  afcended  in  the  fame  manner,  arrived  to  their 
^fliftance,  and  repulfed  the  enemy  (a) 

The 

(a)  Letters  from  Major  Gen,  Hodgfon,  and  the  Hon,  Cootnmodcrs 
Keppel,  to  the  Secretaries  oj  State,  reJatiqje  to  their  expedition 
ugainji  the  Ifland  ^/Bellciile. 

q  J  7^  \0n   hoard  the  Valiant ^  off 

^  ^  ^'  I     nelleif.e    April  \2,   1761. 

T  Have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty's  fleet  under 
•f  the  comiHand  of  Com>  Ke^^d^  and  the  tranfports  with  his 

Majeily's 
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The  landing  of  all  the  forces  was  made  good  in  a   fhort 
time  after.     The    lofs   in   this  daring  and    fuccefsful    at- 
-temptj  was  inconfiderable.     In  one  or  tv/o  places  the  ene- 
my 


JVljefty's  forces  on  board,  came  to  an  anchor  in  this  road  oa 
luefday^  the  7th  inft.  about  twelve  o'clock.  Soon  after  their  ar- 
rival, I  went  with  tlie  Commodore  to  take  a  view  of  the  coal^  ; 
and  we  agreed  at  our  return,  that  the  port  of  St.  Andro  appeared 
to  us  to  be  the  beft  place  to  make  a  defcent ;  and  it  was  fettled, 
that  Sir  Thomas  Stanhype,  with  fome  of  his  Majefly's  iliips,  and 
the  tranfports,  wirii  Stuart's  and  Grafs  battalions  and  marines  on 
board,  ihould  make  a  feint  at  Sauzcn,  at  tlie  fame  time  that  we 
made  a  real  attack  at  St.  y^ndro.  Then  it  Avastoo  late  in  the  day 
to  do  more  than  give  the  neceflai}'  orders  for  the  troops  deftined 
to  land  hrli,  to  be  ready  to  embark  early  in  tiie  mOxHiing  in  the 
flat  bottomed  boats,  that  I  might  attempt  a  landing  as  foonasthe 
fhips  had  filenced  a  four  gun-battery,  which  commanded  tlie  en- 
trance of  tlie  bay.  This  was  foon  done  by  the  Achilles,  after  flie 
took  her  llation.  No  time  was  then  lofl  to  go  in  with  the  boats, 
with  thegjenadiers,  and  the  regiments  ordered  for  this  fervice. 
Eut  v/hen  we  entered  tl-.c  bay,  we  found  the  enemy  fo  flrongly  in- 
trenched on  each  fide  of  the  hill,  which  was  exceffively  fteep,  and 
the  foot  of  it  fcraped  away,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  get  up  to 
the  breaftvvork.  After  feveral  unfuccesful  efforts,  feeing  it  was 
imprafticable  to  force  the  enemy  from  their  lines,!  thought  it  ad- 
vifable  to  deh'ii  Maj.  Gen.  Cranvford  and  Brig.  Carle  ton  exerted 
tliemfelves  35  much  as  poflible  on  the  occafion :  the  latter  i^ 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  but  in  a  good  way  of  doing  well.  The 
lofs  we  fuffered  in  our  retreat  was  very  inconfiderable,  as  tlie  fre 
of  the  liiips  covered  it.  The  weather  has  been  fo  bad  ever  iince 
the  8th,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  returns  from  the  fe- 
veral corps,  fo  I  cai>not  afcertain  our  lofs;  but  I  believe  there  are 
near  500  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners.  I  Ihall  dclire  Mr. 
Kepfel  to  go  along  [with  me  to  reconnoitre  the  iflaiid  once 
more,  and  if  we  can  difcover  any  part  whereon  an  attempt  can 
be  made  with  theleaft  probability  of  fuccefs,  we  Ihall  make  a  fe- 
cond  trial.  I  cannot  help  obferving  to  you,  that  tiie  whole  ifl- 
and  is  a  fortification;  and  that  tlie  little  nature  had  left  undone, 
;o  make  it  fuch,  has  been  amply  fupplied  by  art ;  the  enctny 
having  been  at  work  upon  it  eve:  fince  Sir  Edward  Hauke  ap- 
peared before  it  laft  winter. 

1  have  the  honour  to  inform  yon,  the  greateft  harmony  has 
iTiiblifted  between  the  two  fervices ;  and  1  Ihould  not  do  jullice  to 
Jhe  comjiiar.d^-jr  and  officers  .of  his  Majelly's  fleet,  if  1  did  not  at 

the 
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my  feemed  difpofed  to  make  fome  ftand  ;  but  the  body  of 
light  horfe,  which  was  embarked  in  this  expedition,  foon 
drove  them  to  the  town,  and  laid  all  quite  open  to   the  in-p 

trenchments 


the  (ame  time  I  inform  you,  that  they  have  ailifted  me  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  wifhes  in  carrying  on  the  operations,  purfuant  to  his  Ma- 
jelly's  inflruclions. 

/  hanje  the  honour  to   be,  Cfr. 

SHEDHOLM  HODGSON". 

p  -r  Tj  J  Valiant  in  the  great  road  of 

^  ^  ^'  \    Belldje,  April  13,  176 1. 

T  Had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  the  SQtli  of  March,  when 
I  left  Spithead.  It  was  from  that  time  to  the  6th  inft.  before 
tlie  wind  came  to  the  weflward,  to  enable  tlie  fleet  to  fleer  in 
with  the  coaft  of  France  ;  and  that  evening  I  detached  lix frigates, 
in  hopes  they  might  in  the  night  get  fo  flationed,  as  to  cut  off 
the  enemy's  cominunication  with  the  main  land.  The  next  morn- 
mg  the  fleet  paiTed  the  fouth  end  of  5^//<f//^^,  clofe  along  the  fhore; 
and  at  one  of  the  bays  by  Point  Lomaria,  the  General  and  myfelf 
thought  a  defcent  might  be  tried  :  but  as  the  wind  was  foutherly, 
it  could  not  pofTibly  be  attempted  at  that  time.  At  twelve 
o'clock  the  whole  fleet  anchored  In  the  great  road  ;  when  imme- 
diately I  went  with  Gen.  Hodgfon  to  the  northern  part  of  the  ifl- 
and,  to  be  as  well  informed  of  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy's  works 
there  as  the  time  would  admit ;  and  while  we  were  upon  thisne- 
ceflTary  fervice,  the  fhips  of  war  in  the  road  were  preparing  the 
flat  boats  for  tlie  reception  of  the  troops ;  but  by  the  time  we 
got  back,  it  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  make  any  trial. 

The  8tli  the  wind  north-eaflerly,  the  boats  being  ready  for 
the  reception  of  the  troops,  the  fignal  was  made  very  early  in  the 
morning  for  them  to  afl'emble  at  the  rendezvous ;  and  three  fhips, 
with  two  bomb- vefl"els,  were  ordered  to  proceed  round  the  point 
of  Lomaria,  at  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  ifland,  and  attack  the  fort 
and  other  works  in  the  Sandy  Bay  round  the  before-mentioned 
point,  the  place  the  General  and  myfelf  had  agreed  to  have 
attacked, 

Capt.  Barrington,  in  the  Achilles,  got  placed  firft,  and  foon 
filenced  the  fire  from  the  fort  and  from  the  11  ore  ;  and  then,  as 
he  wasdireded,  made  the  fignal  of  his  having  done  fo  ;  when 
the  troops  in  the  boats  were  pufhed  to  the  landing,  with  great 
brilknefs  and  fpirited  behaviour,  at  three  different  places  near  to 
eacli  other,  bv  Capt.  Barton,  whom  1  ordered  to  command   the 

boats 
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trencliments  before  it.  The  great  difficulty  now  confift- 
cd  in  bringing  forward  the  cannon,  which  were  firft  to  be 
dragged  up  the   rocks,  and   afterwards,  for   two  leagues, 

along 


boats.  But  the  difficulty  of  getting  footing,  and  the  enemy  be- 
ing ftrongly  intrenched  on  the  heights,  and  in  the  little  fori,  the 
troops  foon  met  with  fuch  a  repulfe,  that  it  became  neceffary,  as 
well  as  prudent,  to  defil't  from  the  attempt  for  the  prefent,  and 
retire  with  the  fiat  boats ;  in  which  tliey  were  well  covered  by 
the  Ihips  and  bombs. 

One  of  the  flat  boats  landed  fixty  of  Erskinis  grenadiers,  wha 
got  up  a  very  difficult  place  to  the  top  of  the  hills ;  where  they 
formed  with  great  ikill,  but  were  fo  immediately  routed  by  ^ 
much  more  numerous  body  of  the  enemy,  that  all  attempts  to 
fuccour  them  was  ineffeftual,  any  further  than  the  boats  bringing 
from  the  rocks  about  twenty  of  them. 

Wliile  all  tliis  was  tranfadling,  Sir  Thomas  Stanhope,  with  four 
fliips  of  war,  the  battalions  of  Grays  and  Stuart's,  with  500  ma- 
jines  in  tranfports,  were  opposite  Sauzon,  at  the  northern  part  of 
tiie  ifland.  thefe  troops  w^ere  embarked  in  the  boats,  if  polTible 
to  divert  the  enemy  from  the  principal  object. 

A  gale  of  wind  coming  on  very  quick  after  the  retiring  from 
the  fiiore,  has  occafioned  fo  much  damage  among  the  tranfport?, 
l»y  the  lofs  of  anchors  and  flat  boats,  that  it  takes  up  a  very 
confiderable  time  to  put  things  in  away  to  attempt  what  further 
may  be  thought  praiflicable.  The  lofs  of  flat  boats  in  the  gale 
is  twenty-two,  which  will  render  the  force  of  landing  much  infe- 
rior to  what  it  wasfir[>  attempted  with. 

While  the  repairing  andadjufting  of  thefe  defei^ls  are  in  hand, 
I  iiope  fome  fpot  may  be  agreed  upon,  where  we  may  be  more 
fuccefsful  in  the  attempt,  than  we  were  on  the  8th;  but  if  not  fo, 
I  hope  his  Majefty  will  believe  I  have  had  nothing  more  at  heart 
llian  tlie  exerting  tlie  force  intrufted  to  me,  in  a  manner  moft 
conducive  to  the  honour  of  his  arms. 

/  ha'Vi  the  honour  to  be,  Iffc, 

A.  KflPPEL. 

,      g  y  ^  C  BelLipffour  0' Clock  ia  the  , 

*  "J    morning,  Jpril  Z^yl-jSi. 

A  S  I   have  ]\\ft  had  a  note  from  Com.  Keppei,  to  inform,  m^* 
that  a  frigate   will  fail  this   day  for    England^  I  have  only ' 
.  time  to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefly's  troops  under   my  com- 
mand landed  yederdav  at  five.     The  enemy's  attention   was   fo 

dilhaaed 
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along  a  very  rugged  and  broken  road.  This  necefTarily  took 
up  fome  time.  However  the  fiege  was  i  odnenced  with 
vigour  :  and  the  garrifon,  commanded  by  the  chevaht^r   de 

St.  Croix, 


dilirafted  with  our  attempts  of  landing  at  different  ;  laces, 
where  there  was  the  leaft  appearance  of  our  being  able  rofucceed, 
that  it  gaveBrig.  Lambe^  t  an  opportunity  f  f  climbing  up  3  icck 
with  a  corps  I  had  left  with  him  for  that  purpose  if  ptn (ft  cable. 
The  diil^.culty  of  mount  inghaJ  made  the  enemy  leaft  attentive  ta 
that  part.  Be  «f/cr^'/ grenadiers,  with  their  captain,  f  otter  f  ,  got 
up  before  they  faw  what  v/as  intended  They  imme''i'itely  march- 
ed a  body  of  300  men  to  attack  him.  Thf"  grenadiers  mamta'ned 
their  ground  till  the  reft  of  Erig.  Lambrrt\  got  up.  We  took 
tiiree  brafs  iield-pieces,  and  fome  wounded  pri^oer\  It  is  im- 
poftible  for  me  fufficiently  to  commend  Mr.  ■-.mhert''s  c'ru(5t 
and  gallant  behaviour  on  the  occa-ion  ;  and  take  the  libj  y  to 
beg  you  will  permit  me  to  requeft  you  will  recommend  him  to  the 
King,  as  an  officer  d  fervinghis  majefty's  tavour,  Capt  °  fon 
has  loft  his  arm.  I  believe  our  lofs  is  not  above  thirty  killedi  I 
am  afraid  you  will  not  be  able  to  read  this  fcrawl,  as  i  write  it  in 
the  field,  the  troops  being  on  their  march, 

S    HODGSON. 
«  y  P  5  V^'^^i^^^fy  ■"«  thf-  Grea  -    cad  of 

j  Had  the  honour  to  fend  you  a  letter  by  the  A.^-en  frigate,  in 
which  I  gave  you  but  little  hopes.  Since  which  time  the 
General  and  I  having  cohIi  ered,  that  by  attempting  a  place 
where  the  mounting  the  rocks  was  jiift  poffible,  and  where  the 
CTiemy  were  no  otherwife  prepared,  from  the  impracticable  ap- 
pearance it  had  to  rhem,  than  by  a  corps  of  troops  to  annoy 
the  boats  in  ^he  attemtpt,  tliat  it  carried  fome  degree  of  hopes 
with  it ;  and  by  making  a  difpofition  for  the  attnc  of  their 
intrenclied  bays,  and  at  Savzor.  at  the  fime  time,  w'  ich  the  ar- 
rival of  the  tranfports  with  the  liglit  horfe  enabled  me  to  do, 
we  nilght  poftibly  gain  a  footing;  1  have  now  t'ne  (^r-ate'^^  plea- 
fure  in  acquainting  you,  that  his  Majefty's  troops  have  ^nade 
good  a  landing  on  the  rocks  near  Point  amaria\  and  cannot 
fuihcientiy  commend  the  fpirit  and  good  behaviour  o^  the  tr.'-ops 
in  the  attempt,  and  the  judgment  with  which  %x  ''^  homas 
hope,  and  the  reft  of  the  captains  of  the  king's  ihips,  directed  the 
£re  upon  the  hills. 
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St.  Croix,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  threatened  on 
their  fide  a  long  and  obftinate  defence.  Nothing  in  faft 
was  deficient  on  either  part.  The  enemy  made  fome  fallies  j 
one  of  them  with  confiderable  effect.  Major  Gen.  Craw- 
ford was  made  prifoner  on  this  occafion.  But  our  troops 
were  only  animated  by  thefe  checks.  A  furious  attack  was 
made  upon  the  enemies  lines  which  covered  the  town,  and 
they  were  carried  without  m.uch  lofs  ;  principally  by  the 
uncommon  rntrepidity  of  a  company  of  marines  which  had 
been  but  newly  raifed.  No  action  of  greater  fpirit  and  gal- 
lantry had  been  performed  during  the  whole  war. 

The  town  was  now  entirely  abandoned,  and  the  defence 
confined  to  the  citadel.  It  was  obvious,  that  as  our  fleet 
prevented  all  communication  with  the  continent,  and  there- 
by cut  oft'  all  hopes  of  relief,  the  place  muft  neceflarily  be 
reduced  •,  but  the  chevalier  de  St.  Croix  was  refolved  to  pro- 
vide for  his  own  honour,  when  he  could  not  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  place  entrufted  to  him,  and,  llnce  he  could 
not  maintain  it,  to  fell  it  as  dear  a  poflible.  Accordingly 
there  was  no  mention  of  yielding,  until  the  7th  of  June, 
when  there  was  no  longer  the  flighteft  profpect  of  fuccour, 
and  the  place  was  by  no  means  fafely  tenable.  Then  he 
capitulated,  and  the  garrifon  marched  out  with  the  honours 
of  war. 

Thus  was  the  ifland  of  Belleifie  reduced  under  the  En- 
gliili  government,  after  a  defence  of  two  months.  In  this 
expedition  we  had  about  eighteen  hudred  men  killed  and 
wounded.  The  lofs  moft  regretted  was,  that  of  Sir  William 
Peere  Williams,  a  young  gentleman  of  great  talents  and  ex- 
pectations, and  who  had  made  a  diilinguifhed  figure  in  par- 
liament. He  had  but  newly  entered  into  the  fervice.  He 
was  fhot  in  the  night,  by  having  carelefsly  approached  too 
near  a  centinel  of  the  enemy.  He  was  the  third  perfon  of 
family  whom  in  this  war,  the  loveof  enterprize  had  brought 
to  an  honourable  death  in  thefe  expeditions  to  the  coaft  of 
France. 

Whatever 


Capl.  Barrington\\2.\-'n\g  been  employed  iu  many  of  the  ope- 
rations of  this  fervice,  T  have  fent  i)lm  home  with  this  letter: 
;dj)d  beg.  Sir,  to  refer  you  to  iiim  for  the  j^arliculars. 

/  ha^-e  the  honour  to  bf,  ^V. 

A.  KEFPEL. 
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Whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  have  been  en- 
tertained concerning  the  value  of  this  conqueft,  or  the 
price  which  was  paid  for  it,  the  rejoicing  in  London  was 
great  and  fincere.  The  general  and  the  land  and  Tea  offi- 
cers emploved  in  the  expedition  w^ere  the  fubjecEl  of  very 
jnlf  applaufe,  who  with  fo  noble  a  perfeverance  had  ftrug- 
gled  with,  and  had  overcome  fuch  great  difficulties,  and 
who  had  the  fpirit,  after  fuch  a  diiafler  on  their  outfet,  to 
renew  an  attack  under  circumftances  nearly  as  unfavourable 
as  thofe  by  which  they  had  been  at  firft  foiled.  The  city  of 
London  addreiTed  the  King  on  the  occafion.  And  it  was 
generally  expec^ted  that  this  new  proof  of  our  fupcriority 
muft  influence  the  negotiation  in  our  favour.  Some  how- 
ever were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  rather  exafperate  the 
French,  and  irritate  their  pride  to  renew  thefe  efForts  v/hich 
their  misfortunes  had  flackened  when  they  faw  us  in  the 
midft  of  a  treaty  making  attempts,  and  carrying  places  in 
Old  France,  and  as  it  were,  in  the  prefence  of  that  haughty 
court.  However  as  there  was  nothing  done  that  was 
not  ftri6tly  juftifiable,  no  complaint  v/as  made,  and  the 
treaty  proceeded,  to  all  appearance  with  as  much  good  hu- 
fnour  as  before. 

CHAP.     IV, 

England  and  France  agree  to  treat  of  a  feferate  peace.  Epo-- 
chas  propofed  hy  England.  Court  of  Vienna  agrees.  Oh^^ 
je£ts  of  the  negotiation.  Propofah  of  France  with  regard 
to  Europe^  Afia^  Africa^  and  America.  French  memorial 
concerning  Spain.  Indignation  of  the  Englijh  minijier^ 
Englijh  anfwer  io  the  French  Tnemorial, 

"IT  muft  be  obferved,  that  though  the  courts  of  London 
"*  and  Verfailles  treated  feperately,  it  was  hitherto  by  no 
means  propofed,  that  this  feperate  difcullion  ihould  lead  to 
a  feperate  peace.  It  was  no  more  than  a  previous  arrange- 
ment for  the  removal  of  thofe  difficulties,  which  might 
prevent  the  peace  of  France  with  England  from  being  uni- 
ted with  the  general  peace  of  Europe.  But  in  proportion 
as  the  treaty  advanced,  it  became  obvious,  that  the  fettling 
of  any  terms,  which  had  no  reference  to  the  fignature  of 
jfomething  obligatory  between  the  two  crowns,  could  at 
fceft  be  ©nly  void  and  illufory,  and  might  in  the  end  even 

'  Q^  z  prove 
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prove  the  fource  of  dangerous  and  captious  altercations. 
The  Englifh  miniiler  therefore,  before  he  would  agree  to 
that  definitively  upon  any  point,  and  particularly  upon  the 
epochas,  infifted  upon  two  preliminary  conditions. 

Firii,  that  every  thing,  which  fhould  be  happily  adjufted 
between  the  two  crowns  in  relation  to  their  particular  war, 
(hall  be  n^.ade  obligatory,  final,  and  conclufive,  indepen- 
dent of  the  fate  of  the  negotiation  of  Augfburg. 

Secondly,  that  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between 
Great  Brit^iin  and  France,  or  preliminary  articles  to  that 
end,  fhall  be  fignea  and  ratified  between  the  date  of  that 
memoriiil  and  the  firf!:  of  the  following  Augufl. 

If  thefc  conditions  were  accepted,  then  England  on  her 
part  confer! ted  to  name  determinate  epochas,  to  which  the 
uti  pcjjldjtis  fiiould  refer  ;  the  firft  of  July  for  Europe  ;  the 
firft  of  September  for  Africa  and  America  ;  and  the  firft 
of  November  for  the  E aft  Indies.  The  French  miniflry 
without  conteicmg  the  epochas  themfelves,  complained  of 
the  conditions  ;  of  the  firfl,  becaufe  they  faid  it  departed 
from  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  memorial  of  the  26th  of 
March,  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  whole  treaty  ;  of 
the  fecond,  en  account  of  the  extreme  fhcrtnefs  of  the 
time  allotted  for  the  difcufiion  offom^e  difficult  and  momen- 
tous points  ;  and  the  adjuflment  of  m.atters  which  regarded 
a  war  extended  over  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe  ;  for  the 
mernorial  v/hich  contained  thofe  conditions,  was  dated  on 
the  17th,  and  v/as  not  received  at  Paris  until  the  end  of 
June,  fo  that  little  more  than  a  month  was  left  to  obtain 
the  confent  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  a  feperate  treaty,  to 
fettle  the  terms  of  this  treaty,  and  finally,  to  ratify  it. 

If  a  very  uncommon  good  underflanding  had  not  fubfifl- 
ed  between  her  imiperjal  Majefty  and  the  king  of  France, 
it  muff  have  been  very  difficult  to  have  received  this  con- 
fent. But  in  fa6t  it  was  immediately  received,  and  upon 
one  very  fhort  and  apparently  reafonable  condition,  "  That 
nothing  might  be  flipulated  to  the  prejudice  of  the  houfe 
of  Aulfria."  But  when  this  condition  came  to  be  explain- 
ed, as  we  fiiall  fee  prefently,  it  was  fo  far  from  faciliating, 
that  it  created  new  obffacles  to  the  peace.  However,  this 
acquiefcence  of  the  principal  of  her  allies,  enabled  France 
to  accept  of  the  firfl  condition  without  referve  ;  and  to  the 
laft  fhe  verbally,  though  not  in  the  clearefl  terms,  agreed 
alfo. 

Things 
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Things  Teemed  for  the  prefent  in  the  beft  fituationj 
which  in  this  ftage  of  the  treaty  could  be  cxpeded.  The 
bafis  of  the  negotiation  was  folidly  eftablifhed.  The  article 
uti  pojjidjtis,  fince  the  taking  Belleifle^  was  a  matter  of  lefs 
difncuity,  and  the  epochas  were  in  general  fettled  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  coincide  with  the  defigns  and  defires  of  both 
parties.  The  treaty  was  confined  to  the  two  powers,  and 
it  was  to  be  perfedly  definitive  as  to  them.  A  time  for 
concluding  it,  was  alfo  in  a  great  meaftire  fettled  ;  a  cir- 
cumftance,  which  if  it  did  not  admit  fuflicient  leifure  for 
accurate  difcufiion,  cut  ofF  however  the  opportunities  of 
chicane,  and  feemed  to  be  the  moft  fuitable  to  a  candid 
proceeding,  and  a  fmcere  defire  of  peace. 

The  foundation  being  thus  laid,  the  fuperftru6lure  was 
the  next  confideration.  This  fuperftrufture  confifted  in 
the  adjuflment  of  thofe  compenfations  which  were  to  be 
made  for  the  reciprocal  conquefts  (and  here  the  difficulty 
lay)  of  the  two  pov/ers  ;  a  punclilio  of  honour  might  have- 
intervened  at  the  very  firft  fetting  out,  extremely  pernici- 
ous to  the  falutary  work  in  hand  ;  from  which  party  the 
£rft  propofition  fhould  proceed  ?  But  in  this  refpeA  France 
gave  way,  and  that  conceffion  afforded  no  inconfiderable 
proof  of  her  pacific  intentions. 

We  mufl  apprize  the  reader  that  we  do  not  mean  to 
enter  exactly  into  the  whole  detail  of  this  negotiation,  nor 
undertake  precifely  to  defcribe  all  the  turns  that  were  taken 
In  it.  This,  we  imagine,  would  prove  a  tedious  and  un- 
acceptable performance.  We  fhall  attach  ourfelves  to  the 
capital  objects  which  were  contended  for  in  this  game  of 
policy  :  We  (hall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  matters  which 
iirfl  obflru6led,  and  then  finally  broke  off  the  treaty  ;  and 
v/e  fhall  reft  on  thefe  things  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  feems  to 
us  fittefl  for  marking  out  the  true  fpirit  of  the  negotiating 
powers.  Our  own  obfervations  fhall  be  very  fparingly 
interpofed.     We  are  hiflorians,  and  not  advocates. 

The  uti  pojfidetis  being  fettled  as  the  bafis  of  the  treaty, 
nothing  could  reafonabTy  be  claimed  by  either  party,  that 
v/as  not  to  be  counterpoifed  by  fome  equivalent  from  the 
other ;  and  confequently  it  was  neceffary  to  adjufl  and  va- 
lue their  feveral  poffefTians,  pretenfions  and  demands. 
There  were  fix  principal  objeds  in  this  negotiation.  Firfl:, 
the  limits  of  the  two  crowns  in  North  America.  Secondly, 
the  conquefls  of  Great  Britain  l^  the  Weft-Indies,  (toge- 
ther 
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therwith  the  Neutral  Iflands  there.)  Thirdly,  our  con- 
quefts  in  Africa  and  in  India.  Fourthly,  the  adjuftment  of 
the  particular  affair  between  the  Englifii  and  French  in 
Germany.  Fifthly,  the  condu(Sl  which  the  two  crowns 
Were  to  hold  with  regard  to  their  rcfpeclive  allies  in  Ger- 
many. And  ladly,  the  reftitution  of  the  captures  made  by 
England,  previous  to  the  declaration  of  w^ar. 

On  the  firft  of  thefe  articles,  PVance  propofed  to  ceda 
and  guaranty  all  Canada  to  England  ;  ftipulating  only  that 
the  free  and  publick  exercifes  of  the  Roman  Catholick  reli- 
gion fhould  be  permitted  under  the  Englifii  government, 
and  that  thofe  of  the  old  French  colonifts  who  chofe  to  re- 
tire might  have  leave  to  tranfport  themfelves  from  thence, 
and  take  away  or  difpofe  of  their  effecffs.  In  compcnfation 
for  this,  they  required  a  confirmation  of  the  privilege  of 
what  fifhing  they  enjoyed  on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland, 
under  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  and  that  this  fifhery  might 
be  carried  on  with  advantage,  thcy^  likewife  required  the 
reftitution  of  the  ifle  of  Cape  Breton',  excluding  themfelves 
in  return  from  erefling  on  that  ifland  any  kind  of  fortifica- 
tion whatfoever. 

The  affairs  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  make  the  fecond 
capital  objedl,  they  propofed  to  fettle  in  this  manner. 
They  offered  to  exchange  Minorca  for  Guadaloupe  and 
Marigalante ;  and  as  to  the  four  Neutral  Iflands,  they  in- 
lifted  that  two  of  them,  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent,  were 
held  by  their  natural  inhabitants  the  Carribces,  under  the 
protection  of  France,  and  that  they  ought  ftill  to  remain  in 
the  fame  condition.  With  regard  to  the  two  others,  they 
propofed  to  make  a  fair  divifion  ;  that  St.  Lucia  (hould  re- 
main to  France,  and  that  England  Ihould  enter  into  poffef- 
fion  of  Tobago.  On  this  head  it  is  fufficient  to  obfervc, 
that  in  the  opinion  of  fome  people,  our  miniftry  did  not, 
in  this  treaty,  fet  the  juft  value  on  the  acquifition  they  had 
made  ;  when  they  looked  upon  Canada  as  the  great  and 
leading  object,  and  only  confidered  Guadaloupe  and  Mari- 
galante in  a  fecondary  and  fubordinate  light.  This  is  a 
queftion  of  diiRculty,  and  has  been  much  agitated.  Thofc 
who  dread  a  frefti  American  war  from  the  ambition  of 
France,  and  were  ftruck  with  the  idea  of  extended  empire, 
preferred  the  former  conqueft ;  thofe  who  folely  confider- 
ed our  intercft  as  a  CQmmerci^l  people,  were  generally  in 
favour  gf  the  latter^ 

On 
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On  the  fide  of  Africa,  France  fatisfied  herfelf  with  de- 
manding either  the  fettlement  at  Senegal,  or  the  ifie  of 
Goree  :  for  which  (together  with  the  reftoration  of  Belle- 
ifle)  they  confented  to  evacuate  Gottingen,  Heffe  and  Ha- 
nau,  and  to  draw  off"  their  army  to  the  Maine  and  the 
Rhine.  This  was  certainly  a  full  equivalent.  But  with 
regard  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  they  had  no  tolerable  equivalent 
to  offer.  They  expatiated  much  in  their  memorial  upon 
the  difadvantages  which  muft  arife  to  the  companies  of  the 
two  nations,  from  their  entertaining  views  of  conqueft,  fo 
contrary  to  the  true  fpirit,  and  the  real  intereil  of  thefe 
trading  eftablifhments  ;  and  they  concluded  by  propofing 
the  treaty,  formerly  fettled  between  the  fieurs  Godcheaii 
and  Saunders,  as  a  bafis  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  peace 
in  Afia.  It  muft  be  remarked,  that  this  treaty  had  been 
concluded  at  a  time  v/hen  the  affairs  of  France  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  made  a  figure  very  different  from  their  prefent  fitu- 
ation  ;  and  therefore  it  feemed  unfair  to  make  this  treaty  a 
fiandard  under  circumftances  altogether  inapplicable. 

The  war,  which  has  been  fo  long,  with  fo  much  blood- 
fhed  and  fo  fruidefsly  carried  on  in  Wellphalia,  the  French 
ftrenuoufly  contended,  was  from  the  time  of  (what  they 
called)  the  breach  of  the  capitulation  of  Clofter-Seven,  a 
war  purely  Englifh ;  and  therefore  that  their  conquefts  in 
that  part  of  Germany,  formed  a  proper  compenfation  for 
the  Englifh  conquefts  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  world. 
Our  minifters  did  not  attempt  formally  to  refute  this  afTer- 
tion  ;  they  rather  feemed  to  admit  it ;  and  they  agreed  ac- 
cordingly to  receive  the  evacuation  of  thefe  places  as  an 
equivalent  for  cellions  to  be  made  on  the  footing  we  have 
already  mentioned.  On  this  point  there  was  little  diffi- 
culty. 

The  intricate  and  knotty  part  was  on  what  we  have  fta- 
ted  as  the  fifth  obje6t ;  the  conduct  of  the  two  crowns  with 
regard  to  their  allies.  Here  was  a  real,  a  capital  difficulty. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  negotiation,  England  had  de- 
clared that  they  would  inviolably  preferve  their  faith  to  tlie 
King  of  PrulTia,  and  would  a6l  flrenuoufly  in  his  fupport. 
This  picqued  the  French  minifters  ;  v^ho,  in  their  turn, 
thought  themfelves  bound  to  make  a  declaration  equally 
ftrong  in  favour  of  the  emprefs  ;  and  they  had,  moreover, 
recently  conditioned  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  admit 
nothing  in  the  treaty  to   her   difadvantage  j  words  oi  great 
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latitude.  However,  in  this  difficulty,  they  feynd  out  a 
folution,  which  it  muft  be  confeffed,  had  a  very  fair  and 
captivating  appearance.  They  propofed  that  both  armies 
in  Germany  fhould  obferve  an  exaft  neutrality  ;  and  fhould 
be  reciprocally  bound  to  afFord  no  fort  of  afliftance,  nor  ta 
give  no  fort  of  offence  to  the  allies  of  either  of  the  parties. 
And  they  propofed  further,  that  as  armies  in  this  ftate  of 
inert  neutrality  muft  be  a  dead  and  ufelefs  expence  to  the 
power  who  maintains  them^  the  French  king,  from  the 
time  his  Britannic  m.ajefty  recalled  the  Englifh  forces  from 
Germany,  would  caufe  double  the  number  of  French  for- 
ces from  the  armies  of  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine  to  re- 
turn into  France  5  and  that  no  French  troops  fhould  remain 
in  Germany  but  in  proportion  to  thofe  which  the  king  of 
England  {hould  keep  in  his  pay.  It  might  certainly  be 
urged  in  confirmation  of  the  propriety  of  this  offer,  that  in 
reality  thefe  armies,  whilfl  they  continued  in  a6tion,  though 
they  worried  each  other  abundantly,  afforded  no  kind  of  af- 
fiftance  to  their  allies,  and  therefore,  when  they  came  mu- 
tually to  entertain  pacific  fentiments  concerning  their  owrl 
particular  quarrel,  and  were  to  give  an  example  of  modera- 
tion to  the  reft  of  Europe,  there  feemed  to  be  no  reafon 
why  they  fhould  make  efforts  in  favour  of  any  ally  which 
they  had  not  made,  or  been  able  to  make  in  the  hotteft 
time  of  hoftility. 

The  laft  article  had  its  difficulties  alfo.  The  French 
infifted,  as  a  poiRt  from  which  they  were  refolved  never 
to  recede,  upon  the  reftitution  of  the  captures  made  before 
the  declaration  of  war.  This  demand,  they  were  of  opini- 
on, was  grounded  on  the  cleareft  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  moft  exprefs  ftipulation  of  treaties.  With- 
out entering  into  thefe  various  arguments  with  which  this 
pofition  might  be  maintained  and  attacked,  it  appeared  to 
many  that  the  honour  of  both  nations  was  almoft  equally 
concerned,  the  one  to  claim,  the  other  as  refolutely  to  re-fc 
fufe  this  reftitution. 

On  the  whole,  thefe  propofals,  which  the  French  fent 
to  London  in  a  memorial  of  the  15th  of  July,  formed,  tho* 
in  fome  refpe6is  undoubtedly  exceptionable,  a  very  agree- 
able plan  for  a  treaty  of  peace.  A  better  could  not  have 
been  expeded  in  the  firft  pro] eft  of  an  enemy,  and  it  might 
be  hoped,  that  a  negotiation  thus  favourably  begun,  could 
not   fail   of  udjufting  eafiJy  whatever   appeared  wrong,  or 
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fupphang  v/hatever  was   defedlive    in   this  firft  draught  of 
the  propofitions.     But  fatally  for  the  repofe  of  mankind,  in 
the  very  inliant  that  this  fair  propofal  was  made,  at  the  ve- 
ry moment  when  thefe  ftrong  dcmonftrations   v/ere  given, 
an  a6l  was  dene  which  blew  up  at  one  cxploiicn,  the  v/hole 
bafis  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  long  and  carefully  laving, 
{battered  the  materials  which  had  been  fo  indiiftriouHy  coT- 
le^fted,    and    fo    cautioufiy  arranged,  and   inftead  of  extin- 
guifhing,  fpread  the  flames  of  war  more  widely,  and  made 
them  rage  with  nev/  fury.     From  this  time  forward  all  the 
tranfaition  was  full  of  animofity,  refentment  and  miflruft. 
The   reader    has  been    apprized    of  the    meafures    which 
France  had  been    invariably  purfuing  at  the  court  of  Ma- 
<Irid,  and  the   arguments  /he  employed  to  infufe  a  jealoufy 
into  that  court.      Flitherto    hov/ever,  there  was  no  appear- 
ance that  thefe  meafures  had  any  efFed: ;  but  to  the  inlinite 
furprize    and   indignation   of  the  Britifh  minifter,  together 
with  the  memorial  which  contained  the  above  recited  pro- 
pofitions, Mr.  Bully,  the  French  agent,  delivered  a  private 
memorial,   fignifying,    that    in  order  to  eftabliih  the  peace 
upon  folid  foundations,  not  to  be  fhaken  by  the  contefted 
interefts  of  a  third  power,  the  king  of   Spain  might  be  in- 
vited to  accede  to  guaranty  the  treaty,  and  that  to  prevent 
the  differences  which  fubfifted  between   Great  Britain  and 
this  monarchy  from  being  a  means  of  producing  a  frefli  war 
in  Europe,  with  the  confent  and  communication  of  his  Ca- 
tholic   majefty,    he  propofes,    that  in  this  negotiation,  the 
three  points,  which  had  been  difputed  betv/een  the  crowns 
of  England  and  Spain,  might  be  finally  fettled.      Firft,  the 
reftitution  of  fome    captures   made    upon  the   Spanifh  flag. 
Secondly,  the  privilege  of  the  Spanifh  nation  to  fifh  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland.     Thirdly,  the  demolition  of  the 
Englifli    fettlcments  made  on  the  Spanifh  territories  in  the 
bay  of  Honduras. 

It  may  be  eafily  imagined,  from  the  chara6i:er  of  the 
then  fecretary  of  ftate,  in  what  manner  he  received  thefe 
propofals  :  he  reje^fted  with  the  utmoft  fcorn,  the  offer  of 
negotiating,  through  an  enemy  humbled,  and  almoft  at  his 
feet,  the  difputes  of  his  nation,  with  a  power  actually  in 
friendfhip  with  us.  He  called  upon  the  Spanifh  minifter  to 
difavow  the  propofitions,  which  had  been  faid  to  be  made 
with  the  knowledge  of  his  court.  He  returned  as  wholly 
ii^admiiTible  this  olfenfive  memorial,  declaring,  that  it  would 
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be  looked  upon  as  an  affront  to  the  dignity  of  his  mailer, 
and  incompatible  with  the  fincerity  of  the  negotiation,  to 
make  any  further  mention  of  fuch  a  circumftance. 

And  now  he  prepared,  without  delay,  an  anfv/er  to  the 
principal  memorial,  in  a  ftile  rather  dictated  by  the  circum- 
ftances  which  accompanied  that  paper,  and  which  fufnci- 
ently  indicated  the  defigns  of  France,  than  what  the  pro- 
pofitions  themfelvcs  ftrictly  deferved.  Indeed,  as  he  had 
by  this  time  conceived  an  incurable  fufpicion  of  the  fmce- 
rity  of  France  in  the  whole  proceeding,  it  would  not  have 
been  prudent  to  have  made  thofe  advances,  which  on  a 
fuppcfition  of  good  faith  and  pacific  intentions,  might  pofli- 
bly  have  been  advifeable ;  for  though  both  powers  had  over 
and  over  declared,  that  their  refpective  propofitions,  if  the 
treaty  fhould  by  any  accident  be  broken  off,  would  be  con- 
fidered  as  retra6led  or  never  m.ade ;  yet  it  is  certain,  that 
things  once  fettled  and  agreed  to,  unavoidably  flamp  their 
csj/n  imprelTion  upon  any  future  negotiation,  relative  to  the 
fam-e  fubjecl. 

Mr.  Pitt's  anfwer,  which  is  dated  on  the  29th  of  July, 
agrees  to  the  reflitution  of  Guadaloupe,  Marigalante  and 
Beileifle,  on  the  com.penfations  propofed  by  France.  It 
agrees  alfo  to  receive  Canada,  but  without  any  new  limits 
or  :iny  exception  whatfoever  ;  and  it  adds  to  the  French 
offer  of  ail  Canada,  *' its  appurrenances."  It  admits  the 
propofal  of  the  partition  of  the  Neutral  Ifiands.  It  rejects 
the  French  demand  of  Cape  Breton,  or  of  any  other  ifland 
in  the  gulph  or  river  of  St.  Lawrence  ;  or  of  any  power  of 
nfning  in  that  river,  in  that  gulph,  or  on  thofe  coafts  ;  and 
it  allows  the  privilege  of  fiiliingon  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
Irind,  only  on  conhderation  of  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk. 
But  the  propofed  refiitution  either  of  Senegal  or  Goree,  is 
utterly  refufed.  The  German  neutrality  is  rejected  with 
difdain  ;  and  it  is  declared  that  Great  Britain  is  unalterably 
refolved  to  fupport  the  king  of  Prulfia  with  efHcacy  and 
good  faith.  In  addition  to  the  offer  made  to  evacuate  HefTe, 
kc.  it  is  infiflcd  that  the  French  ihall  make  a  general  eva- 
cuation of  a}l  her  conqiiefls  in  Wcflphalia,  and  all  its  coun- 
j:iic^,  including  its  conqiiefls  from  the  king  of  Pruffia  on 
the  i<.hine,  though  France  had  before  declared,  that  they 
were  conquered  for  the  queen  of  Hungary,  that  they  were 
iictually  governed  in  her  name,  and  that  Ihe  could  not,  con- 
ii{Ui}t]y  with  good  faith,  agree  iQ  deliver  them  to  the  king 
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#f  Pruflia.  The  treaty  between  Saunders  and  Godcheau 
was  not  admitted  as  a  proper  bafis  for  a  treaty  relative  to 
the  Eaft  Indies.  But  it  was  agreed,  that  the  two  compa- 
fiies  fhould  negotiate  concerning  their  refpedive  intercfls> 
as  the  king  of  Great  Britain  could  not  difpofc  of  the  rights 
of  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  company  without  their  confent. 
As  to  the  reilitution  of  the  captures  before  the  war,  th:s 
was  moft  pofitively  refufed. 

In  this  period  we  leave  the  negotiation  to  follov/  the  mo- 
tions of  the  armies  in  Germany.  It  is  certain,  that  the  dif- 
pofitions  of  the  two  courts  grew  daily  more  unfavourable  : 
their  confidence  in  each  other,  and  their  mutual  good-v/ill 
wore  away ;  and  it  v/as  to  be  feared,  that  this  negotiation, 
if  it  bioke  off  in  an  unfatisfactory  manner,  muft  leave  im- 
preffions  on  the  minds  of  the  tvv'o  nations  of  fuch  a  nature, 
as  mio;ht  caufe  them  to  v/ifli  thev  had  never  en2;aped 
m  it. 

C  FI  A  P.     V. 

Aloilons  of  the  French  ajid  allied  afmies.  Gs7ie7'al  Sporchfz 
attacked.  French  pufs  the  Dyrncl.  Skirmi/h^s.  Pofji- 
§n  cf  prince  Ferdinand,  'Jim5iiQn  of  Broglio  and  Sou- 
h'lfe.  Battle  of  Kirch  Denkern.  French  defeated.  French 
threaten  Hanover.  Prince  Henry  of  Brunfwlck  killedl 
Taking  of  Dorfien.  Various  movements  of  the  arrnies. 
DeJh'iiSlion  cf  Schartsfelts-cafile.  Prince  Xavier  cf  Sax^ 
ony  takes  JVolfenhuttle^  and  invefls  Brtinf%vick.  Detach- 
ments   from    prince     Soubife    take    and    aba?idon   Ernhden^ 

'   Attempt   on    Bremen.     Sufferings    cf  Lower   Weftphalia. 

ALthough  the  great  purpofe  of  the  early  and  ftrenuous 
effbrt  made  by  the  allies  was  not  fully  anfwered,  it 
neverthelefs  produced,  as  we  have  before  cbferved,  a  very 
confiderable  and  ufeful  effe6l.  The  deftruftion  of  the 
French  magazines  retardedtheir  operations  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  greateft  part  of  the  month  of  June  was  fpent 
before  their  armies  found  themfelves  in  a  conditioji  to  a6t. 
But  as  foon  as  they  had  taken  proper  meafures  for  their  fub- 
fiftence,  the  prince  of  Soubife  caufed  his  troops  to  pafs  th» 
Rhine,  and  to  advance  on  the  fide  of  Munfter,  not  far 
from  which  city  the  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfv/ick  was 
poftcd  tQ  oppofe  hisi.  Marfhal  Broglio  aifembled  the  for- 
R  2  ces 
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c€s  under  his  command  at  CaiTel,  and  moved  towards  the 
Dymel,  ia  order  to  efrecl  a  junction  with  the  body  under 
the  prince  of  Soubife.  They  made  no  doubt  that  their  con- 
joining ftrength  would  foon  attain  a  decided  Cuperiority  over 
the  allies,  who  had  ended  their  late  enterprizc  with  a  lofs 
which  was  confiderable,  and  which  in  their  circumftances, 
they  could  not  well  bear,  nor  eafily  fupplv. 

Thefe  hopes  were  fupported  by  the  fucccfs  of  their  firfl:  en- 
counter,     (jeneral  Sporcken  Vv-ith  a  Ilrong  detachment  had 
been  pofted  in  an  advantageous  fituation  on  the  Dymel,  and 
m  the  front  of  the  allied  army.      On  the  approach  of  Mar- 
{hal  Broglio.^  he  attempted  to  retire  with  all  that  expedition 
which    his    inferiority  ma^ic   nccefTary.     But  the 
June  29.   French  came  upon  him  with  fuch  rapidity,  that 
they  overtook    and   attacked   his   rear,  which  was 
-inilantly  routed  ;  they  took  800  prifoners,  19  pieces  of  can- 
non, 400  horfes,  and  upwards  of  170  waggons.     The  fame 
clay  they  pafTed   the  Dymel  ;   and  whilft  prince  Ferdinand, 
♦  difcouraged  by  this  check,  fell  back  to  the  Lippe, 

July  2»  they  made  themfelves  raafters  of  Warburg,  Drin- 
gleburg,  and  Paderborn. 
7"he  allien,  however,  foon  recovered  their  fpirits  ;  and 
the  main  body  of  their  army  being  well  fecured,  they  fent 
out  feveral  detachments.  Their  fmall  bodies  were  conducl- 
ed  by  General  Luckner,  and  other  able  partizans,  who  un- 
dertook feveral  bold  and  very  diftant  enterprises,  attacked 
the  enemy  where  they  were  ieaft  upon  their,  guard,  routed 
their  convoys,  dc^royQdi  feveral  of  their  magazines,  carri- 
ages and  horfes,  and  carried  off  their  prey  even  from  the 
gates  of  Cafiel.  Thefe  lively  a6lions  feemcd  a  prelude  to 
fome  more  important  and  decifive  attempt. 

The  French  became  fenfiblc  that  a  ftroke  of  fome  im- 
portance was  cxpeiSled  from  t\\Q.  greatnefs  of  their  force, 
und  that  it  was  not  for  the  credit  of  their  arms  only,  but 
for  their  fccurity  from  the  minute,  but  continual  and  galling 
attempts  of  parties  from  the  allied  army. 

P'or  fome  time  prince  Ferdinand  had  been  polled  to  the 
fouth  of  the  Lippe,  between  Ham  and  Lipfladt.  This  po- 
fition  he  took,  in  all  probability,  becaufe  M.  Broglio  had, 
by  occupying  the  places  on  the  Dymel,  got  between  him 
and  Hanover.  I'tierefore  he  judged  it  exn'Sdient  for  him 
in  his  turn  tj  get  between  the  prince  dc  Soubife  and  the 
R]»inc.     In    tliis   fituation,    if  the   enemy  attempted    any 
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movement  towards  the  king's  dominions,  he  was  ready  to 
fall  dire6t]y  on  the  places  they  occupied  by  that  river, 
which,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  were  full  as  impor- 
tant to  them  as  the  Hanoverian  territory  was  to  us.  Thus 
whilft  he  feemed  to  retire  from  that  territory,  and  in  a 
manner  to  abandon  it,  he  in  reality  provided  with  the 
greater  effe6t  for  its  fecurity. 

Marfhal  Broglio,  when  he  had  refolved  on  the  attack  of 
the  allied  army,  united  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  prince  de 
Soubife,  at  a  place  called  Soeft,  between  Lipftadt  and  Ham. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  foon  as  the  general  of  the  allies  was 
apprized  of  their  intention  he  ported  his  army  in  a  very 
iirong  and  advantageous  manner. 

The  river  Aeft  runs  for  a  confiderable  way,  almoft  paral- 
lel to  the  Lippe,  from  which  it  is  not  diftant  in  fome  pla- 
ces, much  more  than  half  a  mile.  The  high  road  from 
Lipftadt,  to  Ham  palTes  between  thefe  rivers  ;  and  it  was  of 
the  utmoft  moment  to  prince  Ferdinand  to  fecure  that  im- 
portant communication  by  which,  alone  he  could  hope  an 
advantageous  retreat,  or  in  any  degree  propofe  to  command 
the  adjacent  country.  With  a  view  therefore  to  protect 
that  communication,  he  eilabliflied  his  left  wing  on  the 
Iflhmus  between  the  rivers.  The  left  extremity  of  that 
wing  under  General  Wutgenau,  leaning  to  the  Lippe,  by 
which  it  was  perfe6lly  fecured,  as  the  right  was  fupported 
by  the  village  of  Kirch  Denkern,  fituated  immediately  on 
the  Aeft.  The  marquis  of  Granby  commanded  in  that 
wing,  with  the  affiftance  of  lieutenant  general  Howard  and 
the  prince  of  Anhalt,  who  were  ported  towards  the  above- 
mentioned  village. 

At  that  village  another  river  called  the  Saltzbach,  fmall, 
but  very  deep,  joins  the  Aeft  almoft  in  a  right  angle.  Be- 
hind this  river  on  a  confiderable  eminence  was  placed  the 
centre  commanded  by  general  Conway  ;  and  on  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  fame  eminence,  the  right  wing,  under  the 
hereditary  prince,  ftretched  out  towards  the  village  of 
Werle,  and  it  was  well  defended  on  the  flank  by  rugged, 
bufhy,  and  almoft  impra6licable  ground.  Nothing  could 
be  more  advantageous  than  this  difpofition  of  the  army,  by 
which  the  whole  centre  and  right  wing  were  covered  in 
front  by  the  river,  and  the  left  fupported  by  rivers  on  both 
its  flanks.  In  the  left  indeed  was  the  ftrength  and  flower 
of  the  army ;  the  count   of  Lippe  had  placed  aifo  in  this 
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^761.  ^h'i  History  of  the  W^ar.  '^5(5 

wing,  the  greatefl  part  of  the  artillery,  as  he  knew  that  it 
defended  the  moft  important  fituation,  was  the  moft  expo- 
fed  in  front,  and  confequently  would  be  the  object  of  the 
enemy's  moft  conuderable  efforts. 

He  was  not  miftaken  in  his  conjedure.     On  the  15th  of 
July,  in  the  evening,  a  very  furious   attack    was    made 


on 


lord  Granby's  pofts.  v/hich  was  fuftained  for  a  long  time 
with  all  the  intrepidity  and  firmnefs,  which  Britifn  troops 
always  exert,  and  which  that  gallant  officer  knows 
fo  well  how  to  infpire.  The  difpofition  we  have  juft  men- 
tioned, was  not  then  compleated  ;  io  that  they  had  the 
whole  torrent  of  that  impetuofitv,  which  diftinguifhes  the 
French  in  their  nrft  attacks,  to  refill:  for  fome  hours,  until 
Wutgenau,  according  to  the  plan  originally  projeded,  ar- 
rived to  their  alliilance,  and  then  v/ith  efforts  united  and 
redoubled  in  a  long  and  obftinate  combat,  which  continued 
untill  it  was  quite  dark,  they  lepulfed  the  French  and  drove 
them  into  the  woods. 

By  the  next  morning,  the  difpofition  of  the  al- 
July  16.  lies  was  perfected;  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
French,  far  from  being  difmayed  by  their  misfor- 
tune, v/ere  preparing  for  a  more  general  and  better  fuftain- 
ed attack  than  the  former.  M.  Broglio  commanded  againft 
our  left,  which,  as  on  the  preceeding  day,  v/as  the  princi- 
pal objeft  of  the  enemv.  The  prince  de  Soubife  led  their 
centre  on  their  left.  The  engagement  began  at  three  in 
the  morning,  and  it  was  a  fevcre  and  continued  fire  for 
upwards  of  five  hours,  before  the  leaft  effect  could  be  per- 
ceived on  either  fide.  The  weight  of  the  attack  this  day 
lay  on  Wutgenau's  corps,  which  fupported  it  with  a  degree 
of  bravery,  that  rivaled  the  ftand  which  had  been  lately 
made  by  the  Britifh  forces.  But  about  nine,  the  prince 
difcovered  that  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  credt  batteries 
on  an  emminence,  in  the  front  of  the  Marquis  of  Gran- 
by's camp,  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  cnclofe  within 
his  lines.  Scnfiblc  of  the  prcffing  neccffity  there  was  of 
preventing  the  enemy  from  fei^.ing  on  an  eminence,  from 
whence  thev  might  cruelly  gall  his  army,  he  called  in  are- 
fcrve,  which  had  been  placed  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Lippe 
under  general  Sporcken.  Strengthened  by  this  fupply,  and 
encouraged  bv  the  irrcfolution  which  now  began  to  appear 
in  the  motion;^  of  the  enemy,  he  commanded  the  troops 
which  were  n.-urcft  at  hand  to  advance  upon  them. 

This 
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This  movement  was  decifivc,  the  enemy  gave  way,  fell 
into  diforder,  and  retired  with  precipitation.  1  heir  centre 
und  left,  which  had  not  been  able  to  pafs  the  Sr.ltzbach^ 
after  a  long  and  effectual  cannonade,  retired  v/ith  the  reft, 
and  covered  their  retreat  ;  (o  that  favoured  by  this  circurn- 
ftance,  and  the  clofenefs  of  the  country,  which  was  full  of 
hedges,  they  m.arched  off  in  tolerable  order,  and  were  pur- 
fued  but  a  little  way.  Hov/ever,  their  lofs  was  conRdera- 
ble  :  the  Regiment  of  Rouge,  confifting  of  four  battalions, 
with  its  cannon  and  colours,  was  entirely  taken  by  the  fin- 
glc  battalion  of  Maxwell.  Their  whole  lofs  in  killed, 
v/ounded,  and  prifoners,  has  been  eftiniated  at  50CO.  "^T-hz 
allies  had  about  300  killed,  loco  v/cunded,  and  about  200 
prifoners.  This  action  was  the  climax  of  the  champaign  of 
jiy6i  (a)^  in  Weftphalia  ;  it  did  the  greatefl  honour  to  the 

wifdoin 


(a J  prince  Ferdinand''^  Letter  to  his  Majejly  from  the  Field  of  Bat- 
tle ^  dated,   Kirch  Denckernfjuiy  \6,  1 761. 

T  Have  the  honour  to  congratulate  your  majefly  upon  a  veiy 
iignal  advantage,  which  your  majeftv's  arms  have  this  day 
gained.  It  is  impoifible  for  me  to  fet  down  every  particular  cf 
this  glorious  day.  The  bearer  of  this,  an  officer  of  very  difhu- 
guiflicd  merit,  and  wlio  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  happy  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  day,  will  give  your  majelly  an  exad:  account  of  it, 
I  have  the  honour  to  recommend  him  to  your  majelly's  royal  fa- 
vour. 

FERDINAND,  Duke  of  Brmf-ick  and  Lunehurg. 

What  folloi.vs  is  the  Account  gi-vin  by  Major    Wedderbourne, 

QN  the  it^ih.  oi  July  the  Fremb  attacked  ^he  light  troops  in 
the  front  of  Lord  Granbfs  corps,  which  was  encamped  cii 
the  heights  of /iT/Vf^  Demhrv,  His  Lordihip  ordered  the  regi- 
ments of  Corn^valiis^  Keith,  Ca7npb£U,2Lndi  Marsberg,  to  the  left 
to  fupport  the  pofls.  There  was  an  uninterupted  fire  of  cannon, 
andfmall  arms,  till  nine  at  night,  when  it  ceafed,  without  any 
impreffion  having  been  made  by  the  enemy  upon  Lord  Cranbys 
left. 
'-  In  the  morning  of  the  i6th,  about  three  o'clock  the  canno- 
nading began  very  brifkly  on  both  fides,  and  continued  till 
|iine,  when  the  enemy  gave  way  in  great  diforder,  Hismoft  fe- 
•^ne  highnefs  the  Duke,  then  ordered  tne  cores  of  tjie  prince  cf 

Jnhalt^. 
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wifdom  of  the  accompliflied  commander  in  the  difpofition, 
and  to  the  bravery  of  the  troops  in  the  combat ;  but  it  was 
far  from  decifive.  Notwithftanding  the  lofs  the  P'rench 
fufFered,  they  were  ftill  much  fupcrior,  in  their  numbers. 
On  this  misfortune  the  old  ill  underflanding  between  Sou- 
bifeand  Broglio  broke  out  with  frefli  anim.ofity.  Narratives, 
memorials,  and  replies,  conceived  with  great  bitternefs, 
were  mutuallv  remitted  from  both  marfhals  to  their  court. 
Marfhal  Broglio  alledged,  that  his  misfortune  was  owing  to 
the  prince  de  Soubifs's  delay,  who  did  not  begin  the  attack 
till  it  was  too  late  for  him  to  continue  it  ;  the  prince  de 
Soubife,  on  the  other  hand,  fuggefled,  that^  Broglio  began 
his  attack  earlier  than  the  time  that  had  been  fixed,  in 
hopes  of  forcing  the  allies  without  Soubife's  alTiftance  ;  and 
when  he  found  that  point  loft,  obliged  Soubife  to  retreat, 
that  he  might  not  have  the  honour  of  recovering  it. 

The  allies  after  this  battle  kept  their  ground  for  fornc 
time,  whilft  the  French  retreated.  It  is  impoffibie  regular- 
ly to  account  for  all  the  unexpetfled  turns  which  have  hap- 
pened, perhaps,  more  in  this  campaign,  than  in  any  of  the 
former.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  the  original  fuperiority 
of  the  French,  together  with  their  opportunity  of  con- 
tinual reinforcement,  may  very  tolerably  explain  the  reafon 

of 


Anhaltj  Lord  Granby  and  Wutgenau^  to  attach  them  on  their 
retreat ;  which  they  did  with  fo  much  vigour  th.it  the  enemy  ne- 
ver attempted  to  form  before  them,  but:  threw  down  their  arms 
2nd  ran  off  in  the  utmolt  diforder. 

When  major  Wedderhoum  came  away,  there  were  fix  colours 
already  taken,  eleven  or  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  ;  many  officers, 
amongft  whom  the  Comte  de  Rouge,  and  great  part  ot  the  regi- 
ments of  Oe  Rouge,  Dauphin,  and  Pronjence,  to  the  amount  of 
3000  men. 

After  having  purfued  them  about  a  league,  tlie  duke  ordered 
the  troops  to  form  upon  the  heights  of  Khch  Denckem.  The  he- 
reditary prince  was  ftill  driving  the  enemy  on  their  left.  Prifon- 
er^  and  cannon,  were  coming  in  every  moment. 

It  was  faid,  that  the  Marlhal  due  de  Broglio  commanded  on  the 
right  of  the  French  army,  oppofite  to  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  Lord 
Granh,  and  Lieutenant  General  IVutgenau,  where  his  ferene 
hignnefs  was  in  perfon. 

Major  IVedderbourn  adds,  that  this  great  vidory  was  obtained 
will)  fcarce  any  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  allied  army. 
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of  the  advantages  which  they  fo  often  obtained  after  very 
confiderable  defeats.  This  is  a  point  which  it  is  necelTary 
the  reader  fhould  continually  keep  in  his  mind  during  the 
whole  narration. of  this  ftrange  war.  After  their  late  lofs 
and  retreat,  the  French  foon  advanced  again.  The  party 
under  the  prince  de  Soubife  pafled  the  Lippe,  and  made 
difpofitions  for  the  fiege  of  Munfter,  whilft  marfhal  Bro- 
glio's  army  turned  off  on  the  other  fide,  croffed  the  Wefer, 
and  threatened  to  fall  in  upon  Hanover. 

This  divifion  of  the  enemy  compelled  prince  Ferdinand, 
though  little  in  a  condition  for  it,  to  divide  his  army  alfo. 
The  hereditary  prince  poited  himfclf  to  cover  Munfter  ; 
whilft  prince  Ferdinand  continued  in  the  country  towards 
the  Wefer^  to  obferve  the  motions  of  marfhal  Broglio. 

Whilft  thefe  various  pofitions  were  mutually  taken,  as 
the  armies  were  continually  moving  near  each  other,  a 
number  of  very  (harp  ikirmifhes  enfued.  Marfhal  Broglio 
cautioully  avoided  a  battle  whenever  he  faw  that  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick,  by  calling  together  his  troops^  had  prepared 
for,  and  was  defirous  of  it ;  fo  that  there  was  no  way  left, 
butif  poflible,  to  check  his  motions,  and  wear  down  his 
force,  by  reiterated  lefTer  actions  (h)*  Thefe   actions   were 

almoft 


(^ij  TrarJIation  of  Prince    Ferdinand's   Letter   to   the   Marquis  of 

Granby, 

Convent  at  Buhren,  Augvjl  6,  I76i« 
«'  My  Lord, 

I  Think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  lordfliip  how  much  I  ad- 
mire the  valiant  and  brave  condu6^  of  lord  G  orge  Lenox,  ^^'\i\\ 
the  picquets,  and  of  major  ^^^///^,witli  his  battahons  of  grenadiers 
yefterday  in  the  attack  of  the  polt  and  village  of  l^'ejien,  I  beg 
yourlordlhip  will  be  pie? fed  to  fignifyto  them  my  moil  grateful 
acknowledgements,  and  that  thefe  two  gentlemen  would  do  the 
fame  to  the  brave  troops  v/iio  were  led  on  by  commanders  of  fuck 
<*ftinguilhed  valour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he. 


With  the  moft  perfea  ref^eS, 
Mj!  Lord  t^c. 
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almoft  always  to  the  advantage  of  our  troops.  In  one  of 
them  however,  the  young  prince  Henry  of  Brunfwick  way 
mortally  wounded  ;  and  the  whole  army  faw 
July  20.  with  regret,  the  difappointment  of  fuch  great 
hopes  as  were  formed  from  the  rifing  gallantry 
6f  a  prince,  who  fo  nobly  fupported  the  martial  fpirit  of  his^ 
family,  and  had  fallen  whilft  he  was  emulating  the  heroic 
anions  of  his  brother  the  hereditary  prince  and  his  uncle 
Ferdinand, 

On  the  fide  of  Weftphalia,  the  prince  de  Soubife  perfc- 
rered,  notwithftanding  fome  checks,  in  his  defign  of  laying 
iiege  to  Munfter  ;  there  was  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
he  might  fucceed  in  that  enterprize,  as  it  was  always  m 
marflial  Broglio's  power,  by  taking  fome  fteps  on  the  fide 
of  Hanover,  to  make  it  necefTary  to  draw  away  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  force  deftined  to  the  fuccour  of  Munfter.  He 
therefore  began  to  make  the  previous  arrangements  at  Dor- 
flen.  The  hereditary  prince,  who  knew  that  he  was  con- 
tinually liable  to  be  called  ofF,  took  the  firft  op- 
Aug.  30.  portunity  of  attacking  this  place.  A  battalion  of 
French  troops  formed  its  garrifon,  and  made  a- 
brave  defence,  but  it  was  aflaulted  with  fo  much  refolution 
and  perfeverance,,  that  they  were  obliged  to  furrender  pri- 
soners of  war.      The   prince   totally  deftroyed  the   ovens 

which 


C9py  of  the  Marquis    of  Granbfs   Leter    to  Major   Waljh,   command^* 
ing  the  fir Ji  Battalion  of  Britijh  Grenadiers. 

Camp  at  Haarn,  Augufi  7,  i  -6f» 
*'  S  I  R, 

YOU  will  perceive,  by  tne  copy  of  the  letter  I  have  the  plea- 
fure  to  enclofe  to  you,  how  much  his  Serene  Highnefs  ad- 
mired your  behaviour,  and  that  of  the  firft  battalion  of 
grenadiers  under  your  command,  at  the  attack   of  the  poft  and 
village  of  Wejien,  on  the  ^fh. 

"  You  will,  therefore,  according  to  his  Serene  Highncfs's  de- 
fire,  teftify  to  the  troops  his  extreme  approbation  of  their  diftin- 
guilhed  bravery  and  firmnefs,  and  likcwife  my  thanks  in  tlie' 
llrongeft  manner. 

1  am,  ivith  the  greotffl  regard^  Sir^  ^c. 

GRANB\% 
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which  were  eftablifhed  here,  and  by  this  means  not  only 
fruftrated  their  deiign  of  befieging  Munfter,  but  compelled 
them  for  a  time,  to  retire  from  the  Lippe. 

As  to  prince  Ferdinand,  he  faw  clearly,  that  the  inten- 
tions of  marfhal  Broglio  were  to  make  himfelf  mafte?-  of  his 
majefty's,  and  the  duke  of  Brunfwick's  territories.  To  at- 
tempt to  follow  him,  and  to  beat  him  from  thence,  would 
only  be  irrecoverably  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  into  thofe 
countries,  and  wholly  to  abandon  Weftphalia  to  the  enemy, 
Diverfion  therefore,  and  not  direct  oppofition,  became  his 
«bje61:.  He  refolved,  that  as  often  as  he  perceived  marfhal 
Broglio  making  any  progrefs  on  the  fufpedled  quarter,  he 
"fliould  throw  himfelf  as  far  into  HefTe  as  the  enemy  had  ad- 
vanced towards  Hanover,  and  by  flopping  their  fubfiftence, 
oblige  them  to  quit  their  enterprize.  This  plan  at  firft 
fucceeded  to  his  wifhes,  and  drew  back  marfhal  Broglio 
into  HefTe,  upon  whofe  approach  prince  Ferdinand  retired 
to  his  old  quarters  at  Paderborn,  and  ready  for  a 
new  movement  as  foon  as  Broglio  fhould  return  OB:,  jg^ 
to  the  execution  of  his  former  defign. 

Accordingly  he  foon  returned  to  the  Wefer.  Then  the 
hereditary  prince,  who  had  by  this  time  re-joined  the  grand 
army,  adva:nced  into  HefTe,  and  pufhed  to  the  farthefl  ex- 
tremities of  that  country,  even  as  far  as  Fritzlar  ;  but  tho* 
lie  fucceeded  fo  far  in  his  attempts  as  to  deftroy  all  the  lef- 
fer  magazines  which  he  found  in  the  open  country  ;  yet  as 
all  the  fortrefTes  were  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  as  the 
garrifons  had  been  newly  reinforced  and  the  grand  maga- 
zines were  well  fecured  in  thofe  places,  he  kept  his  ground 
in  his  advanced  pofition. 

It  was  on  this  occafion  principally  that  prince  Ferdinand 
found  the  difadvantage  of  not  being  able  to  form  two  ar- 
mies, which  might  aS  feperately.  For  on  one  hand,  mar- 
fhal Broglio,  when  he  had  perfectly  fecured  his  pofls  iri 
HefTe,  took  a  Tituation  in  which  he  watched  all  the  motions 
of  prince  Ferdinand,  and  kept  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  fall 
back  into  HefTe,  or  to  advance  into  Hanover,  as  might  belt 
agree  with  his  defigns.  From  hence  he  fent  out  fome  pow- 
erful detachments  which  a6led  with  great  efTe<a.  One  of 
thefe  detachments  entered  the  Harts  Forefl  (the  remains 
of  the  great  Hercynian,  fo  famous  among  the  antients)  and 
befieged  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Schartsfelts,  which  they  took 
;aad  dgipoliihed.  Then  they  laid  the  whole  ii^d  of  country 
S  2  xindci 
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under  fevere  contribution.  Another,  and  ftill  more  powerful 
detachment  under  prince  Xavier  of  Saxony  appeared  be- 
fore Wolfenbuttle,  a  confiderable  city,  and 
0£^.  5.  ftrongly  fituated,  as  it  is  wholly  furrounded  by 
the  Ocker.  But  the  French,  as  they  knew  that 
the  town  is  moftly  built  of  wood,  commenced  their  opera- 
tions with  a  very  fierce  bombardment.  This  had  fwch  an 
effect,  that  the  refiftance  of  the  place  was  not  proportioned 
to  its  ftrength  ;  in  five  days  it  furrendered,  and  was  fubje<5i:, 
like  the  reft,  to  a  grievous  contribution. 

Flufhed  with  this  fuccefs,  the  French  followed  their 
bloAv,  and  advanced,  keeping  ftill  the  courfe  of  the  Ocker, 
to  Brunfwick  ;  and  began  alfo  to  invefl  that  city.  The 
reigning  prince,  unable  to  protect  his  fubjeds,  or  to  fecure 
his  perfon  in  his  dominions,  fled  to  Hamburgh,  v/here  he 
met  the  landgrave  of  HelFe,  whom  the  rage  of  war  had  in 
the  fame  manner  driven  from  his  territories.  This  free  ci- 
ty now  became  a  place  of  general  refuge,  and  enriched  it- 
/elf  by  the  calamities,  as  it  had  in  better  times  done  by  the 
profperity  of  Germany.  It  was  lately  computed,  that  the 
ilrangers  there  had  increafed  to  40,000,  amongft  whorn 
they  could  reckon  two  fovereign  princes,  and  feveral  other 
perfons  of  the  firft  diflindion. 

This  rapid  and  unrefifted  progrefs  of  the  French  to  the 
eaflward  of  the  Wefer,  was  to  thehighefl  degree  alarming. 
Prince  Ferdinand  with  all  the  expedition  in  his  power,  de- 
tached the  hereditary  prince  to  the  relief  of  Brunfwick, 
This  meafure  fortunately  faved  that  very  important  place. 
This  active  commander  compelled  the  enemy  not  only  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Brunfwick,  but  to  abandon  Wolfenbuttel, 
and  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat  with  the  lofs  of  fome  of 
■their  cannon,  and  upwards  of  looo  men. 

Whilft  Broglio*s  detaghments  proceeded  thus  in  djftrcf- 
iing  the  country  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Wefer,  the  prince 
of  Soubife,  who  by  the  removal  of  the  hereditary  prince  of 
Brunfwick  to  another  quarter,  faw  no  longer  any  thing  ca- 
pable of  oppofmg  him,  fpread  his  army  by  detachments 
over  all  Weftphalia,  and  ravaged  it  in  the  moft  cruel  man- 
ner. They  took  Ofnabrug  ;  and  becaufe  the  contributions 
were  not  immediately  paid,  they  gave  up  the  place  to  be 
pillaged  by  their  troops,  who  rifled  the  miferable  inhabitant^ 
without  mercy.  Another  body  pufiicd  as  far  as  Embden. 
This  important  town  was  imrnediatcly  furrendered  by  the 

garrifoj^ 
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garrifon  (two  Engllfh  companies  of  invalids)  at  the  dcfire 
of  the  timid  inhabitants,  and  the  promife  of  a  favourable 
treatment :  notwithftanding  this  capitulation,  and  the  merit 
of  (o  eafy  a  furrender,  the  town,  as  well  as  the  whole  coun- 
try of  Eaft-Friefland,  was  laid  under  a  ruinous  contribu- 
on.  But  their  exorbitances  grev/  to  fuch  an  extremity, 
that  the  boors  were  at  length  compelled  to  rife,  and  v/ith 
fuch  arm.s  as  a  fudden  rage  fupplied  them,  to  drive  thefa 
opprelfors  out  of  their  country. 

A  more  confiderable  corps  comm.anded  by  the  prince  de 
Conde,  laid  fiege    to  Meppen,    a  place  on    the 
Ems,  of  fome   confequence,  and  where  we  had  Ocl.  13. 
fbme  magazines.     In   three  days  it  was  reduced, 
and  the  garrifon  of  five  hundred  men  were  made  prifoners 
of  war. 

The  city  of  Bremen  was  defended  by  a  weak  garrifon. 
This  w^s  a  place  of  far  greater  moment  than  Meppen,  the 
allies  having  amaffed  their  immenfe  magazines^  as  it  v/as  a 
great  and  trading  town,  advantageouily  fituated  on  the  river 
Wefer;  and  the  pofTeiHon  of  this  place  mufl:  undoubtedly 
have  given  to  the  French  the  command  of  that  river,  thro" 
v/hich  the  allies  derived  all  their  fubfiftence.  If  the  Englifh 
had  loft  Bremen,  they  muft  have  feen  themfelves  invefted 
and  locked  up  in  a  barren  counrry,  in  the  heart  of  Germa- 
ny, furrounded  by  their  enemies,  and  deprived  of  every  re- 
fource.  Fortunately  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  proved  as 
brave  as  thofe  of  Embden  were  timid.  They  were  exafpe- 
rated  by  the  example  of  the  French  rigour,  which  they 
had  feen  on  every  fide  of  them.  They  therefore  joined  the 
garrifon,  inftead  of  difcouraging  them  in  the  defence  of  th^ 
place.  The  French  were  obliged  to  retire  precipitately; 
and  a  ftrong  reinforcement  was  thrown  into  Bremen,  to  fe- 
cure  that  very  important  city  from  the  like  cnterprizes  for 
the  future. 

Whilft  the  two  French  armies  in  this  manner  ravaged  all 
the  country  held  by  the  allies,  prince  Ferdinand,  who  faw  the 
rage  of  v/ar  fpread  all  around  him,  with  his  ufual  firmnefs, 
kept  that  central  pofition  which  he  had  taken  foon  after  the 
battle  of  Kirch  Denkern  ;  no  movements  of  the  enemy 
couid  terrify  or  allure  him  from  it.  He  had  fettled  his  head 
quarters  at  Buhne,  and  his  army  extended  from  thence  to- 
wards Hammelen.  Pofted  in  this  manner,  he  fecured  the 
ipourfe  of  the  Wefer,  by  preventing  the  enemy  from  making 
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themfelves  mafters  either  of  Hammelen  or  Minden  ;  he  lay- 
in  the  bell  fituation  in  which  it  was  poffible  to  place  a  fin- 
gle  army,  that  was  to  adl  againft  two ;  and  knowing  that 
he  could  not  follow  their  movements  with  the  body  of  his 
?-rmy,  without  hazarding  the  king's  electoral  dominions, 
and  indeed  every  object  of  the  war,  he  contented  himfelf 
with  fending  out  fuch  detachments  as  he  could  fpare,  fuc- 
ceiHvcly  to  the  relief  of  the  places  v/hich  were  attacked.  He 
/aw  that  the  winter  approached,  v/hich  had  always  been  a 
circumflance  fayourable  to  him ;  and  it  v/as  evident  that 
whilft  he  continued  with  his  main  body  immoveably  fixed  as 
jt  was,  and  his  detachments  a6live  on  every  fide,  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  the  enemy  to  keep  any  of  thofe  places,  they  had 
feized  in  their  incurfion§, 
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Condition  of  the  King  of  Prujfia.  His  inaSfion,  Motions  of 
the  Ruffians  and  Laudahn,  Breflau  cannonaded.  Tottle- 
ben  removed.  Colberg  befieged.  Ruffian  magazines  in 
Poland  defiroyed.  IVar  transferred  to  Pomerania.  King 
of  Pruffla  quits  his  ftrong  camp.  Schweidnitz  taken  by  a 
coup  de  main.  General  Platen  repidfed.  General  Knob' 
lock  made  prifomr  at  Xreptow.  Prince  JVurtenburg  re-' 
treats.     Colberg  taken^     Rujfmns  winter  in  Pomerania, 

UNTIL  this  year  the  operations  of  the  Pruflian  armies 
took  the  lead  in  interell  and  importance  before  all  the 
other  events  of  the  war.  The  firmnefs  and  acf^ivity  of  their 
illuftrious  monarch,  the  number  and  animofity  of  his  ene- 
mies, the  blows  that  he  gave,  and  thofe  that  he  fufFered, 
his  diftrefling  and  terrible  falls,  his  amazing  and  almoft 
miraculous  recoveries,  kept  all  eyes  fixed  on  his  motions,  as 
the  great  centre  of  public  attention.  Undoubtedly  nothing 
that  has  ever  been  adled  on  the  fcene  of  human  affairs,  at- 
tracted the  minds  of  men  to  it  with  greater  juftice;  none 
perhaps  afforded  at  once  more  entertainment  to  the  imagi-r 
nation,  and  furnifhed  more  copious  materials  for  political 
and  military  inftru6lion  ;  and  probably,  therefore,  this  part 
of  all  our  modern  hiflory,  will  be  the  moft  carefully  ftudied 
by  pofterity,  when  it  comes  to  be  properly  known,  and  wor- 
thily written. 

To  judge  pf  the  importance  pf  thi$  branch  of  the  general 
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war,  it  will  be  prop^  to  recollect  that,  befides  a  number  of 
fieges  which  were  profecuted,  together  with  innumerable 
and  bloody  (kirmifties,  no  left  than  nineteen  pitched  battks^ 
or  capital  adions,  have  been  fought  on  his  part  fmce  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1756,  when  the  king  of  PruiTia  firft  feized 
upon  Saxony,  and  made  an  iruption  into  Bohemia,  la 
eleven  of  thefe  battles,  the  King  or  his  generals  were  de- 
feated. He  was  victorious  only  in  eight.  Ten  of  them 
were  fought  under  his  own  command  ;  and  feven  out  of  the 
eight  victories  which  were  gained,  were  obtained  by  him- 
felf  in  perfon  ;  of  the  eleven  defeats,  he  was  prefent  only 
at  three. 

From  thefe  elrcumf^ances  fome  judgment  may  be  formed 
of  the  adive  and  enterprizing  character  of  this  monarch, 
and  of  the  amazing  refource  he  had  prepared,  or  formed^ 
6r  feized,  and  in  fome  inftances,  one  may  fay,  almofl:  creat- 
ed. We  have  obferved  that  the  laft  campaign  had  ended 
more  to  his  advantage  than  the  one  preceding  had  done  | 
for  thofe  two  great  viftories  of  Lignitz  and  Tcrgau,  with 
which  he  then  ended  his  operations,  had  not  only  refcued 
his  affairs  in  Silefia  and  Saxony  from  impending  deftrudion^ 
but  had  enlarged  his  field  for  recruiting,  and  prepared  him, 
to  all  appearance,  for  more  early  and  vigorous  a6tion,  than 
could  have  been  expected  in  moft  of  the  preceding  cam- 
paigns. But  every  one  was  furprized  to  obferve,  that  this 
year  he  had  totally  altered  the  fyftem  of  his  conduit.  An 
inactivity  and  languor  was  diffufed  over  ail  his  proceedings. 
He  feemed  to  have  adopted  the  caution  and  flownefs  which 
had  been  fo  long  oppofed  to  his  vivacity  by  M.  Daun.  The 
fummer  was  almoft  wholly  fpent,  and  the  King  of  PrulSa 
had  fcarcely  been  mentioned. 

It  was  not  fufpe£ted  that  the  propofed  negotiation  at 
Augfburg  could  have  had  much,  if  any  influence  upon  his 
method  of  proceeding.  No  particular  propofals  had  been 
made  concerning  his  affairs,  nor  indeed  any  other  marks  of 
a  pacific  difpofition  towards  him  (hewn,  except  what  were 
contained  in  thofe  general  declarations,  which  a  regard  to 
common  decency  had  exacted.  It  muft  have  added  to  the 
anxiety  of  his  fituation,  that  Great  Britain  and  France  were 
at  that  time  engaged  in  a  feparate  treaty,  in  which  the  latter 
power  was  in  a  condition  to  make  fo  many  flattering  offers 
in  relation  to  Germany,  that  he  might  well  have  dreaded 
the  withdrawing  of  that  aiHftance  which  had  hitherto  been 
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his  great  fupport  againft  all  attacks,  and  his  final  refource 
in  all  his  diftrefles.  Perhaps  he  was  well  afTured,  that  the 
faith  of  Great  Britain  was  proof  againft  every  offer,  however 
alluring ;  in  fa6t  it  proved  to  be  fo ;  for  in  rejecting  the 
German  neutrality,  which  the  French  propofed  in  the  late 
negotiation,  our  country  afforded  as  convincing  a  proof  of 
an  unfhaken  public  faith,  as  any  people  had  ever  given  ta 
their  allies. 

However,  whilft  this  point  remained  in  any  degree  of 
fufpence,  it  would  have  appeared  natural,  that  the  King  of 
Pruflia  (hould  make  fome  uncommon  exertions  to  confirm 
fhe  faith  of  his  allies,  as  well  as  to  put  himfelf  upon  a  more 
jefpedable  footing  at  the  enfuing  congrefs.  It  is,  notwith- 
Handing  certain,  that  he  contented  himfelf  with  acSling. 
wholly  upon  the  defenfive  ;  a  conduct,  which  perhaps  his 
circumftances  had  rendered  abfolutelv  unavoidable.  Prince , 
Henry  commanded  an  army  in  Saxony,  which  intrenched 
itfelf  ftrongly  under  Leipfic.  M.  Daun  continued  near 
Drefden  ;  and  thefe  tv/o  armies  did  no  more  than  v/atch 
each  other  during  the  campaign.  The  King  was  alfo  in- 
trenched in  a  very  ftrong  pofition  in  Upper  Silefia,  not  far 
from  Schweidnitz,  whilft  the  fortrefTes  in  the  lower  part  of 
that  country  were  filled  with  fuch  garrifons,  as  put  them 
out  of  the  reach  of  any  fudden  infult. 

This  pofition  was  pointed  out  by  the  motions  and  appa- 
rent defigns  of  his  enemies.  The  Ruffian  army  was  this 
year,  as  well  as  in  the  former,  divided  into  two  flrong  bo- 
dies ;  one  of  which,  led  by  Tottleben,  direded  its  march 
towards  Pomerania  :  and  the  other  under  M,  Butterlin,  en- 
tered into  the  upper  Silefia,  advancing  towards  Breflau. 
Baron  Laudohn  entered  that  province  in  the  part  oppolite 
to  them,  and  they  propofed  to  unite  their  armies,  in  order 
to  attack  the  King,  or  to  take  Breflau  or  Schweidnitz  in  his 
prefence.  The  remarkable  drought  in  the  beginning  of  the 
feafon,  which  had  greatly  lowered  the  Oder,  facilitated  their 
junction.  The  Ruffians  fpread  themfelves  over  all  the  open 
country  of  Silefia  ;  and  exacted  heavy  contribu- 
Aug.  I.  tions.  A  body  of  them  appeared  before  Breflau, 
and  began  to  cannonade  the  town  from  feven  bat- 
teries. Laudohn  exerted  the  whole  of  his  (kill  to  draw  the 
king  from  his  poft,  and  to  engage  him  in  a  difadvantageous 
action.  Sometimes  he  advanced,  as  if  he  meant  to  join  the 
Ruffians  :  fometimes  his  motions  indicated  a  defign  on  Sch- 
weidnitz i 
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weidnitz  ;  thefe  attempts  failing,  he  turned  ofi^^nd  made  a 
feint  as  if  he  propofed  to  fall  upon  the  Lower  Silefia,  in 
hopes  that  he  might  at  leaft  oblige  the  King  of  P.ruflTia  to 
detach  and  divide  his  forces  ;  but  the  King  continued  im- 
moveable In  his  poft. 

Whilft  thefe  various  movements  were  making  with  little 
efFecl,  on  the  fide  of  Silefia,  the  other  grand  diviflon  of  the 
Ruffians  advanced  without  oppofitlon  into  Pomerania ;  and 
it  was  expe6led  that  their  proceedings  would  be  attended 
with  greater  efteft  iince  the  removal  of  Tottleben,  and  the 
appointment  of  general  Romanzow  to  the  command.  Tot- 
tleben had  been  long  fufpeded,  and,  it  is  faid,  at  length 
convI6ted,  of  a  fecre't  correfpondence  wath  the  King  of 
PruiTia.  The  fituatlon  of  this  Monarch  obliged  him  to 
fight  with  every  fort  of  weapon  ;  and  Tottleben,  a  foldier 
of  fortune,  without  any  national  attachment  or  particular 
allegiance,  was  a  fit  objeil  for  the  King  of  Pruffia's  pecu- 
niary fcratagems.  He  did  notfucceed  fo  vvell  in  the  attempts 
of  the  fame  kind  which  he"  is  faid  to  have  made  upon  Lau- 
dohn.  Every  circumflance  concurred  to  render  the  method 
of  corruption  lefs  fuccefsful  in  that  quarter. 

Colberg,  regularly  beficged,  orclofely  ftreightened  every 
campaign,  fmce  the  Ruffians  made  them  felves  m.afters  of  the 
kingdom  of  Pruffia,  v/as  now  aifaulted  with  greater  and  more 
determined  force  than  ever.  A  ftrong  fieet  confifting  of 
forty  fail  of  all  kinds,  blockaded  it  by  fea,  whilft  the  army  of 
general  Romanzow  formed  the  fiege  by  land.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  place  threatened  a  defence  worthy  of  its  former 
efforts.  This  city  was  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  of 
greater  ftrength  than  it  had  commonly  be-ii  reprefented ; 
€very  attempt  of  the  Ruffians, _by  demonitrating  where 
any 
fei  " 
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omitted  no  opportunity.  In  addilion  to  this  defence,  the 
Prince  of  Wurtenburg  v/as  ftrongly  intrenched  under  the 
cannon  of  the  town,  with  a  body  of  fix  or  ftvea  thoufand 
men. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  was  extremely  alarmed  at  the 
danger  of  this  momentous  poll,  the  key  of  bis  dominions 
to  the  north,  from  the  relief  of  which  he  v/as  renioved, 
and,  as  it  were,  chained  down,  at  fuch  an  immenfe  dif- 
■tance.  Thoush  Laudohn  and  Butterlin  found  abundant 
.    ,    ,  "^  X  employment 


i^ery  attempt  ot  the  Kuliians,  by  demonitraiing  v/nere 
ny  weaknefs  lay,  taught  the  Pruffians,  w'ho  were  fully 
mfible  of  its  importance,  in  v/hat  part  and  in  what  man- 
er  it  was  necelfary   to  add  to   its    v/orks  \  and    they   had 
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employment  for  his  forces,  he  refolved  to  fend  a  confider- 
able  detachment  under  general  Platen  to  the  alliftance  of 
Colberg.  The  fertility  of  his  genius  propofed  two  ends 
from  this  fmgle  expedient.  He  ordered  Platen  to  direct  his 
march  through  Poland,  and  to  defrroy  the  Ruffian  maga- 
zmes,  which  had  been  amafied  on  the  frontiers  of  that  king- 
dom, and  from  which  their  army  in  Silefia  drew  its  whole 
fubfiftence.  This  fervice,  might,  he  hoped,  be  performed 
without  any  confiderable  interruption  to  the  progrefs  of  the 
detachment  towards  Colberg.  The  event  was  entirely 
anfwerable  to  his  wifhes.  General  Platen  ruined  three 
principal  magazines  of  the  enemy.  He  attacked  a  great 
convoy  of  their  waggons  ;  deftroyed  5C0,  and  burned  or 
difperfed  the  provifions  they  carried.  Four  thoufand  men 
who  protected  this  convoy,  were,  for  the  greater  part,  killed 
or  made  prifoners.  General  Platen,  after  this  ufeful  and 
brilliant  exploit,  purfued  his  march  with  the  utmoft  dilli- 
gence  to  Pomerania. 

Intelligence  of  this  blow  was  no  fooner  received  by  the 
[Ruffians  in  Sile/ia,  than  they  were  ftruck  with  the  utmofi: 
confternation.  They  had  lately  efFecSled  one  of 
Aug.  25.  their  purpofes  by  their  junction  with  the  Auftri- 
ans ;  but  this  ftroke  compelled  them  at  once  to 
fever  this  union,  fo  lately  and  with  fuch  difficulty  compafTed, 
to  drop  all  their  defigns  upon  Breflau,  to  repafs  the  Oder, 
and  to  retire  without  delay  into  Poland,  left  their  remaining 
magazines  fhould  fhare  the  fame  fate  with  the  three  above- 
mentioned,  and  there  future  fubfiftence  be  thereby  rendered 
wholly  precarious. 

So  unfortunately  circumftanced  were  the  affairs  of  the 
KingofPruffia,  that  his  wifeft  fchemes  and  happieft  fuc- 
cefies  could  hardly  anfwer  any  other  end  than  to  vary  the 
fcepc  of  his  diftrefs.  The  ftorm  which  had  been  diverted 
from  Silefia  by  general  Platen's  expedition,  was  only  remov- 
ed from  thence  to  be  difcharged  with  irrefiftible  fury  on 
Colberg.  The  Ruffians,  when  they  faw  that  the  meafures 
the  king  had  taken,  rendered  the  completion  of  both  their 
defigns  impracticable,  refolved  at  all  adventures  to  fecure 
one  of  them.  Colberg  was  the  objecSl  of  their  choice,  not 
only  as  the  place  furtheft  from  fuccour  but  as  the  poileffion 
of  it  would  be  an  advantage  fitteft  for  anfwering  thofe  ends 
which  were  more  ncarlv  and  properly  Ruffian.  M.  Buttur- 
lin,  thtrcfore,  as  foon  as  he  had  cftablifned  his  convoys,  di- 
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refted  his  courfe  towards  Pomerania,  and  being  mafter  of 
Lanfperg,  he  lent  detachments  from  thence,  that  cruelly 
wafted  all  the  adjoining  Marche  of  Brandenburg,  without 
at  the  fame  time  diverting  himfelf  by  thefe  ravages  from 
his  main  intention. 

A  force  of  Ruffians  was  by  this  time  aflembled  in  Pome- 
rania, to  which  it  was  impoffible  for  the  king  of  Pruffia  to 
oppofe  any  thing  that  was  in  any  degree  able  to  contend 
with  them  in  the  field;  of  courfe  he  could  not  promife 
himfelf  that  immediate  ralfmg  the  fiege  could  be  the  effect 
of  thefe  fuccours.  All  he  could  do  was  to  fend  another  de- 
tachment to  that  part  under  general  Knoblock;  and  hrfDped 
that  by  the  union  of  thefe  feveral  fmall  corps,  and  by  their 
intercepting  or  at  leaft  diftreffing  the  Ruffian  convoys  of 
provifion,  the  place  might  be  enabled  to  hold  out,  until  the 
fevere  fetting  in  of  winter  fliould  render  the  operations  of  a 
fiege  impradicable. 

He  was  providing  in  this  manner,  and  ftudying  new  me- 
thods for  the  relief  of  Colberg,  to  the  danger  of  which  place 
his  whole  attention  was  drawn,  when  an  event  happened 
juft  by  him,  and,  as  it  v/ere,  under  his  eye,  almoft  as  dif- 
treffing  as  the  taking  of  Colberg  would  have  proved,  and  fo 
much  the  more  diftreffing,  as  it  was  entirely  unexpe£ted. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  Ruffians  under  Butturlin,  the  king; 
of  Pruffia  imagined  himfelf  at  liberty.  He  found  a  want  of 
provifions  in  his  ftrong  camp  near  Schweidnitz,  and  to  be 
the  more  eafily  fupplied,  he  aproached  nearer  to  the  Oder, 
He  was  fo  little  in  fear  of  the  enemy,  that  on  making  this 
movement  he  drafted  4000  men  from  the  garrifon  of  Sch- 
widnitz  :  he  thought  that  the  preparations  neceifary  to  a 
fiege  would  giv^e  him  fufficient  notice,  and  fufficient  leifure 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  that  important  place,  from  whlsh 
after  all.  he  had  removed  but  to  a  very  fmall  diftance.  Lau- 
dohn,  who  through  the  whole  campaign  had  watched  the 
king  with  a  moft  diligent  and  penetrating  affiiduity,  and 
hitherto  had  found  no  part  open  and  unguarded,  thought  in 
this  inftant  he  perceived  an  advantage.  It  was  indeed  an 
advantage  which  would  never  have  appeared  as  fuch,  but 
to  a  general  as  refolute  as  fagacious.  He  refolved  to  at- 
tempt this  ftrong  place,  by  2^ coup  de  main.  On  the  ift  of 
October  at  three  in  the  morning,  the  aftault  began.  An 
attack  was  made  at  the  fame  time  on  ail  the  four  outworks 
v/hich  the   troops,  ordered  on  this  impcrtant  entcrprize  ap. 
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proachecL  with  fo  much  precaution,  that  they  were  liot  per-: 
ceived  by  the  garrifon.  They  fcalecl  all  the  four  at  the  fame 
time  ;  and  the  troops  .vhich  defended  them  had  fcarce  time- 
to  fire  a  few  cannon  fhot.  On  the  fide  of  the  affailants, . 
not  a  gun  was  difcharged  :  but  in  one  of  thofe  out-worka 
the  fire  of  the  fmail  arms  fer  fire  to  a  powder  magazine, 
which  blew  up,  and  on  this  occafion  about  300  of  the  Au- 
ftrians,  and  about  the  Tame  number  of  the  Pruffians  were 
killed.  As  foon  at  the  out- works  were  carried^  they  pre- 
pared to  afiault  the  body  of  the  place,  which  they  entered^ 
by  burfting  open  the  gates,  and  at  day-break  they  found 
themfeM'es  mafters-of  the  town  after  firing  a  few  fhot. 
I' ive  battalions,  making  about  3000  men,  and  lieutenant- 
general  Zaftrow,  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  were  made  pri- 
loners.  The  conquerors  found  here  a  great  number  of  can- 
non, and  a  large  magazine  of  m.eal.  Their  lofs  in  the  whole 
of  this  bold  and  fortunate  undertaking  amounted,  by  their 
accounts,  to  no  more  than  6co  men.  -  ' 
^  In  a  m.anner  fo  unexpe(B:ed,  and  confidering  the  nature  of 
the  fortifications,  fo  unprecedented,  Schweidnitz  fell  for 
a  iecond  tim.e  in  this  war  into  the  hands  of  the  Auftrians ; 
and  that  city,  which  in  the  year  1758  had  coft  the  Pruflians 
a  blockade  of  fome  month?,  and  a  fiege  of  thirteen  days 
open  trenches  to  recover  it,  was  again  loft  in  a  few  hours, 
^nd  with  a  very  inconfiderable  damage  to  thofe  who  under- 
took this  daring  enterprize. 

The  king  of  Pruiiia  felt  this  grievous  blow  to  the  quick. 
By  their  poTrefiion  of  Scbwcidnitz  he  faw  the  Auftrians  en- 
abled to  winter  in  Silelia  j  he  faw  that  whilft  they  held  this 
place,  he  could  poflibly  make  no  motion  for  the  relief  of  any 
other  part  of  his  dominions,  v/ithout  cxpofing  Brefiau,  and 
along  with  it  the  whole  of  Upper  Silefia,  to  a  certain  and 
irrecoverable  conqueft.  In  the  firft  agitations  produced  by 
fo  extraordinary  and  afiedling  a  difafter,  he  was  difpofed  to 
attribute  this  misfortune  to  the  treachery  of  the  governor, 
but  he  was  too  generous  to  harbour  fuch  a  fufpicion,  for 
any  time,  a^^ainft  an  officer  who  had  hitherto  ferved  him 
with  fidelity,  and  v/ho  might  have  been  furprized  with  an 
attack  of  fo  uncommon  a  nature,  and  v/hich  the  king  him- 
felf  had  as.  little  fufpeited  as  the  governor.  He  immediate- 
ly recovered  hrs  temper,  and  faid  with  a  fmile,  "  It  is  a  fa- 
"  tal  blow  ;  we  muft  endeavour  to  remedy  it."  He  wrote 
to  general   Zailrov/,  who  commajided   there,  "  We  may 
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^'  now  fay, what  Francis  I.  of  France  wrote  to  his  mother' 
"  after  the   battle  of  Pavia,    IFe  have  lojl  all  except  our  bo- 
''  7:iour,    As  I  cannot   comprehend  what  hath  happened  to 
''you,    I  fliall   fufpend    my  judgment;  the  thing  is  very 
"  extraordinary.". 

Schweidnitz  was  loft  faddenly  ;  but  Colberg  made  a  moll: 
obftinate  and  noble  defence.  At  length,  however,  the  gar- 
rjfon  began  to  be  forely  diftrefled  for  provifions.  General. 
Platen  quitted  the  intrenchments,  which  he  had  maintained 
in  conjunction  with  the  prince  of  Wurtenbuig,  in  order  to 
cover  the  reinforcements,  which  the  numerous  and  ftron» 
detachments  of  the  Ruffians,  who  overfpread  the  whole 
country,  had  hitherto  kept  at  a  diftance.  But  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  meet  an  iniinicely  fuperior  body  of  the  ene- 
my, to  be  beaten,  and  to  lofe  part  of  his  convoy  ;  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  efcaped  with  the  remainder  ta 
Stettin. 

The  other  (general  Knoblock)  had  eftablifhed  himfelf  at 
Treptow,  which  was  to  ferve  as  a  refting  place  for  the  con- 
voys ;  but  as  general  Platen  had  been  repulfed,  in  the  man- 
ner we  have  juft  (cen^  Romanzow  advanced  with  a  large; 
force  to  Treptow.  Knoblock,  hopelefs  of  affiftance  in  a 
town  which  had  fcarqely  any  walls,  and  inverted  by  a  body 
fo  vaftly  fuperior,  yet  made  a  vigorous  and  gallant  defence 
for  iive  days  ;  he  was  at  length  compelled  to  furrender  him- 
felf and  his  body  of  about  2000  men  prifoners  of  war. 

Thefe  fucceffive  difafters  were  ©ccafioned  by  the  necef- 
fTity  there  was  for  revitSlualling  Colberg,  coll:  what  it 
would,  for  that  end,  of  difperfing  the  Pruffian  troops  in  the 
face  of  a  RuiTian  army  of  50,000  men.  The  revid'tualling 
in  thefe  circumflances  could  not  be  effected  without  a  fm- 
gular  piece  of  good  fortune  ;  and,  in  order  to  get  into  the 
W2iy  of  this  good  fortune,  every  rifque  was  to  be  run. 

Thefe  advantages  over  Platen  and  Knoblock  raifed  the 
fpirits  of  the  Ruffians,  and  enabled  them  to  contend  with 
the  extreme  rigour  of  the  feafon  in  that  northern  latitude  ; 
they  puftied  th"e  fiege  writh  redoubled  efforts.  All  hope  of 
a  fupply  from  the  la"nd  was  abfoluteiy  at  an  end  ;  and  though 
the  Ruffian  fleet  had  been  by  a  violent  ftorm  driven  ofF  the 
coaft,  the  fuccour  from  the  fea  was  too  precarious  to  be 
depended  on.  In  this  d'efperate  fituation  the  prince  of  Wur- 
tenburg  became  apprehenfivc,  left  his  army,  which  had 
been  unable  to  relieve  the  town,  by  delaying  any  longer^ 
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under  its  walls  would  only  fhare  its  fate,  and  that  famine 
might  alfo  oblige  him  to  furrender.  He  therefore  refolved, 
whilft  his  men  retained  their  vigour,  to  break  through  a 
part  of  the  Ruffian  army,  and  to  leave  Coiberg  to  make  the 
beft  terms  its  circumftanjcs  would  admit.  This  defign  he 
accomplifhed  happily,  and  v/lth  little  or  no  lofs. 

And  now  Coiberg,  hoplefs  of  all  relief,  the 
Dec.  16th.  garrifon  exhaufted,  provifion  low,  the  fortifica- 
tions in  m:iny  places  biittered  to  pieces,  after  a 
long  fiege  of  n-^ar  fix  months,  furrendered  to  the  Ruffians. 
The  governor  and  the  gr^rrifon  were  made  prifoners  of  war. 
This  place  was  defended  by  the  gallant  Hoyde^  who  to 
this  time  had  maintained  ic  fuccefsf-^lly  againft  all  the  efforts 
of  the  Ruffians  during  the  war ;  and  as  he  v/as  diitingiiifhed 
by  the  king  his  mafler,  for  his  merit  in  the  fuccefsfui  de- 
fence of  it,  he  had  likewife  as  full  a^iiirances  of  his  favours 
after  having  on  the  late  occafion  conducced  himfelf  with 
his  former  bravery,  though  it  was  not  with  the  former  gcod 
fortune. 

The  lofs  of  two  fuch  places  as  Schweidnitz  and  Coiberg, 
at  the  two  extremities  of  his  dominions,  was  decifive 
againft  the  king  of  Pruffia.  It  was  now  impoffible  for  him 
t  make  any  movement  by  which  the  enemy  could  not  pro- 
fit to  his  almoff  certain  deflruction.  To  form  fieges,  with 
an  army  like  his,  inferior  in  the  field,  was  impoffible.  The 
Ruffians,  by  pofleffing  Coiberg,  pofTelTed  every  thing.  They 
were  mailers  of  the  Baltic  ;  and  they  now  acquired  a  port, 
by  which  their  armies  could  be  well  provided,  without  the 
neceffity  of  tedious,  uncertain,  and  expenfive  convoys  from 
Poland,  The  road  lay  almoft  open  into  the  heart  of  Bran- 
denburg. Stetin  alone  flood  in  their  way  ;  but  it  was  ob- 
vious that  nothing  but  the  advanced  feafon  could  fave  Stetin 
from  the  fate  of  Coiberg.  The  Ruffians,  now  for  the 
firfttime,  took  up  their  winter  quarters  in  Pomerania. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  whole  year  pafTed  without  a 
regular  battle  between  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  any  of  his 
enemies,  yet  none  of  the  mofl  unfortunate  of  his  campais;ns 
had  been  fo  ruinous  to  him.  He  had  fuffered  four  terri^ble 
defeats,  without  having  ballanced  them  with  a  fingle  ad- 
vantage of  confequence  in  the  campaign  of  1759.  Yet  in 
thefe  circumftances  it  is  alrnoft  incredible  how  little  he 
really  lofl.  He  was  able  to  take  the  field  again  the  enfuing 
year   in   a  very  refpetStable   manner,  aud  to   make    head 
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againft  his  enemies.  In  that  year  he  loft  a  whole  army- 
Rear  Landfhut ;  ftlll  he  was  far  from  being  broken.  Af- 
terwards in  that  fame  campaign,  he  gave  his  enemies  two 
fignal  defeats,  and  ended  his  operations  advantageoufly,  and 
with  great  glory.  But  in  the  year,  of  which  we  now  write, 
without  fuftering  any  confiderable  blow  in  the  field,  v/ithout 
any  ftriking  efforts  on  any  fide,  his  power  has  gradually 
crumbled  away.  The  moft  calamitous  defeats  could  not 
fmk  him  lower.  And  in  the  fituation  in  which  he  ftood 
after  the  taking  of  Col  berg,  we  may  fafely  fay,  that  there 
was  fcarcely  a  polTibility  that  he  could  be  preferved  from 
deftrudion  by  any  thing  that  lay  v^ithin  the  reach  of  humaa 
endeavours. 

CHAP.     VTI. 

^he  negotiation  refu7ned.  French  conceffiom.  Difference 
concerning  the  German  alliance.  Difference  coiicerning 
the  captures  antecedent  to  the  declaratioji  of  war.  Treaty 
breaks  off.     Meffieurs  Stanley  and  Biifjy  recalled. 

AFTER  having  been  fo  long  detained  on  the  theatre 
of  war,  it  is  time  we  fhould  return  to  take  a  view  of 
the  negotiation  for  putting  an  end  to  the  miferies  it  occa- 
iioned.  In  reality  the  view,  even  of  this  fcene,  was  very 
glooming  and  unprom.ifmg.  The  confidence  and  good  hu- 
mour of  the  two  courts  being  fubverted,  all  that  followed 
was  rather  an  altercation  than  a  treaty.  It  is  true,  that  pa- 
pers paffed  backward  and  forward  j  and  the  pretenfions  of 
each  party,  the  points  they  agreed  to  cede,  and  thofe  which 
they  were  determined  to  adhere  to,  grew  more  diftin<St  and 
explicit.  But  all  that  cordiality  was  vanished,  which  is  fo 
neceffary  towards  fmoothing  and  clearing  a  road,  which  a 
long  hoftility  had  broken  up,  and  fo  many  intricate  topics 
had  contributed  to  embarrafs. 

Without  involving  ourfelves  in  the  detail  of  the  feveral 
memorials  which  were  delivered  in  and  without  referring 
numerically  to  the  feveral  articles,  it  will  be  fufficient  that 
we  briefly  {late  thofe  points  which  were,  or  feemed  to  be, 
in  a  fair  way  of  adjuftmcnt  between  England  and  France  j 
and  afterwards  thofe  on  which  it  /hould  appear  that  the 
negotiation  broke  off. 

After  fome  difcuilions  concerning  its  proper  limits,  it  was 
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agreed,  that  all  Canada  (hould  be  ceded  to  the  Englifli, 
This  cefTion  comprehended,  on  one  fide,  all  the  ifiands  and 
countries  adjoining  to  the  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  On  the 
other,  it  took  in  all  the  great  lakes,  and  the  whgle  courfe  of 
the  Ohio,  to  its  difcharge  into  the  MixTifippi.  A  territory 
fufficient  for  the  bails  of  a  great  empire. 

In  drawing  this  line  of  divifion,  another  queftion  arofe 
concerning  the  bounds  of  Louifiana,  and  the  ftate  of  the 
intermediate  Indian  nation  between  the  lakes  and  the  Mif- 
'fifip'pi,  who  inhabit,  or  are  rather  fcattered  ©ver  an  immenfe 
country,  that  lies  along  the  back  of  our  colonies  all  the  way 
from  Penfylvania  to  Georgia.  It  was  therefore  very  propel" 
that  fomething  definitive  fhould  be  fettled  on  this  arlicrcj 
as  it  might  otherwife  eafily  be  made  productive  of  a  new 
war,  England  propofed  that  all  thofe  nations  fhould  con- 
tinue, as  fhe  contended  they  had  heretofore  been,  under  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain,  without  faying  any  thing  pre- 
cife  as  to  the  dominion  of  the  foil. 

France  controverted  this  propofition ;  fhe  on  her  part 
propofed  to  divide  thefe  nations  ;  that  thofe  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  line  drawn  to  afcertain  the  limits  ol  Canada 
fhould  be  independent,  under  the  protection  of  England,  but 
that  thofe,  which  were  to  the  fouthward,  fhould  enjoy  the 
fame  independence,  under  the  proteClion  of  France.  No- 
thing v/as  perfectly  fettled  in  relation  to  this  point ;  but  it 
does  not  feem  as  if  there  could  have  been  any  material  dif- 
agreement  upon  it  had  the  other  matters  in  debate  been  ad- 
jured to  their  mutual  fatisfaCtion. 

The  African  conteft  feemed  to  have  been  attended  with 
flili  lefs  difHcuity.  The  French  confented  to  give  up  both 
Senegal  and  Goree,  provided  Anamaboo  and  Acra  v/ere 
guarantied  to  them. 

The  momentous  queftion  of  the  fifhery  was  likewife  de- 
termined. The  French  gave  up  their  claim  to  Cape  Bre- 
ton and  St.  John's,  and  were  fatisfied  to  receive  the  little 
ifland  of  St,  Pierre  on  the  coafl  of  Newfoundland ;  but  even 
this  they  were  to  receive  on  conditions  fufficiently  humili- 
ating. They  were  to  ereft  no  fort  of  fortification,  nor  to 
keep  up  any  military  eflablifhment  there.  An  Englifli  com- 
jniflary  was  to  refide  on  the  ifland,  in  order  to  fee  that  thefe 
ftipulations  were  adhered  to.  As  to  the  reft,  the  French 
were  to  have  the  fame  privileges  on  the  coafl  of  Newfound- 
lat>d',  checked  with  the  fame  reftridions,  which  before  the 

war 


i']6i*  7te  KisroTLY  cf  iJ^e  War.  409 

war  they  had  enjoyed  under  the  15th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht.  In  conformity  to  another  article  of  that  treaty, 
and  in  compenfation  for  the  privilege  of  the  fiChery,  they 
confented  that  Dunkirk  fhould  be  demolifhed. 

Concerning  ^\\c  iflands  of  Guadaloupe,  Marigalantc,  Mi- 
norca and  Belleifle,  no  great  cont^overfy  had  fubfifted 
from  the  beginning.  It  had  all  along  been  agreed,  that, 
thefe  conquefts  (hould  be  reciprocally  reftored.  Neither  did 
the  French  fcruple  to  adopt  our  proppfal  concerning  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  nor  to  make  fatisfaclory  declara- 
tion concerning  Oftend  and  Nieuport. 

So  ^\2ny  delicate  and  interefting  points  were  fettled,  that 
it  does  not  6rft  appear  what  it  was  that  could  have  re- 
tarded the  peace.  A  difcuffion  of  the  fcpej-ate  interefts  of 
two  powers  onjy,  that  are  in  carneft  to  agree,  may  be  fet- 
tled without  any  very  confiderable  difficulty.  The  hard 
and  almoft  inextricable  part  of  the  knot,  is  that  whereiri  the 
crofs  concerns  and  interefts  of  allies  intervene.  There  were 
two  points  upon  which,  if  we  may  form  a  judgment  from 
appearances,  this  negotiation  unfortunately  broke  off.  The 
firll  was  upon  the  manner  in  which  England  and  France 
might  be  at  liberty  to  aflift  their  refpe(5live  allies  ;  and  on 
the  reftitution  of  Wefel,  Gueldres,  and  fuch  other  places 
3S  the  French  had  conquered  from  his  Pruffian  majefty. 

On  the  firfl:  member  of  this  principal  point,  the  repeated 
propofals  of  France  for  a  neutrality  in  Germany  had  been 
uniformly  and  pofitively  rejeded  by  our  adminiftration. 
They  were  confidered  as  fo  many  attacks  upon  national 
integrity.  This  fcheme  therefore,  not  being  admitted 
they  would  or  could  come  to  no  agreement,  and  fcarcely 
to  an  intelligible  explanation  either  of  the  mode  or  the 
quantity  of  the  alTiftance  which  they  {hould  be  at  li- 
berty mutually  to  impart  to  their  German  allies,  or  of 
the  place  in  which  fuch  fuccours  fhould  be  employed.  As 
to  Wefel  and  Gueldres,  the  French  obftinately  refufed  to 
reftore  thofe  places.  They  declared  that  fuch  a  ceffion 
would  be  directly  againft  the  faith  by  which  they  were  bound 
to  the  emprefs  queen  of  Hungary,  for  whom  they  infifted 
that  thefe  places  had  been  conquered,  and  in  whofe  name 
alone  they  were  governed,  though  they  had  been  reduced 
by  the  French  arms,  and  were  at  that  moment  held  by 
French  garrifons. 

A^  to  the  fccond  point,  namely,  the  reftitution  of  cap- 
U  tures 
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tnres  made  previous  to  the  declaration  of  war,  the  negoti- 
ating powers  were  equally  pofitive,  the  one  to  demand,  the 
othe'r  to  refufe  it.  The  Englifh  argued  that  this  claim  had 
no  fort  of  foundation  in  the  Taw  of  nations,  neither  was  it 
grounded  on  any  particular  convention.  That  the  right  of 
all  hoftile  operations  refults,  not  from  a  formal  declaration 
of  war  but  from  the  hoftilities  which  the  aggreffor  has  firft 
offered  \  that  the  contrary  of  this  propofition  is  at  leaft  ex- 
tremely conteftible  ;  and  ilnce,  it  can  by  no  means  be  clearly 
eftablifned,  it  follows  that  the  detainment  of  thofc  captures 
nnift  be  confidered,  on  the  fide  of  England,  as  part  of  the 
uti  pojjldeth^  originally  propofed  as  the  bafis  of  this  treaty.. 
'France  on  the  other  hand,  feemed  as  fully  convinced  of 
the  juftice  of  her  pretenfions,  and  ilie  deemed  the  arguments 
with  which  fne  fupported  them  to  be  fo  unanfwerable,  that 
file  offered  to  fubmit  them  to  thejuftice  of  the  Englilh  tri- 
bunals. They  urged  that  this  claim  of  reftitution  was 
founded  on  the  law  of  nations,  and  upon  particular  conven- 
tion ;.  by  the  19th  article  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht;  and  by 
the  fecond  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce;  and  that  this 
was  ftrengthcned  by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
h-Chappelle,  which  renews  and  co-nfirms  thofe  articles  in 
"x^t  prececding  treaties. 

By  thefe  articles  a  protection  is  allowed  to  the    refpeftive 

•fubje£ls  who  may. have fhips  in  the   ports  of  either   of  the 

'powers,  becaufehrrvfng   no  opportunity  of  knowing  that  a 

;rupture  is/alldn  ou't,^  they  failed  under  a  fecurity  of  peace, 

y.vA  undet  the  faith  of  treaties.     By  a  parity  oi  reafoning, 

'the  fhips  not  a'6tually  in  thofe  ports  ought  to  enjoy  the  fame 

fecurity  ;  elfe,  as  theyare  included  in  the  fame  paritj'- of  cir- 

cum^anbes,  it  WOuld  fallow,  contrary  to  the  principals    of 

h.urtnnity  and^ffght  reafon,  that  the  fovereigns  had  provided 

Vor  the  preferv*2tion  of  one  paf t  of  their  fubje^ls    from   the 

nliferics  of  a  ftidden  rupture,  to"\vhich  they  expofe  the  refl. 

The  particular  corr'^enfldhs^dfthtfe' treaties,  they  fa  id,  had 

their 'foundation  in  general 'equity  and  the  law  of  nations  ; 

J  iincc,  as  it  is  impradlcable  for  belligerent   Hates   to  ^grce 

*'arhongft  themfelves  ^-hich  is  the  agteilor,  it  is  proper   that 

j'thc  Tubjccis  fhould  receive  prcrViGU's  notice  of  the  rupture, 

*''i^  order  that  they  may  be  tible  diflin^lly  to  know  when  they 

'' 'ijrc,  or  are  not  in  fecurity,  or  when  they  nl:ty,  or  may  not 

icly  op  the  treaties  which  fubfift  between  their   fovereigns. 

Thefe  tppic^  v;ere  as  ufual,  bandied  to  and  fro  with  great 

heat 
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heat  and  little  efFea:;  and  as  in  fuchdifcuflions  the  arguments 
on  both  fides  are  plaufible,  and  there  can  be  no  authorifed 
judge,  the  weight  of  the  feveral  pretenfions  commonly  de- 
pends upon  the  power  of  the  parties  to  enforce  them.  On 
thefe  two  points,  therefore,  the  renunciation  of  German 
alliances,  and  the  reftitution  of  captures,  the  negotiation 
from  the  beginning  was  at  a  ftand  ;  and  on  thefe  at  length 
to  all  appearance,  it  finally  broke  off. 

Not  but  we  are  fully  fatisfied  that  the  difagreement  even 
on  thefe  points  might  have  been  only  the  oftenfible  caufe  of 
the  rupture.  The  true  caufe  of  the  breach  fecms  to  have 
been  the  unfeafonable  interpofition  of  the  Spanifh  claims. 
.For  could  France  be  fuppofed  in  good  earneft  to  defire 
peace,  that  is,  to  defire  fuch  a  reafonable  peace,  as  her 
circumftances  might  demand,  when  fhe  ofHcioully  min- 
gled with  our  particular  debate,  the  affairs  of  a  foreign 
and  neutral  power,  which  had  not  the  fmalleft  conne(5tion 
with  thofe  that  were  at  this  time  properly  under  delibera- 
tion ?  It  was  ridiculous  to  urge,  that  this  was  done  from  a 
prudent  forefight,  and  to  prevent  a  future  war,  which  thefe 
difputes  might  poffibly  occafion.  The  bufmefs  was  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war  which  then  a6lually  fubfifted  ;  and  no- 
thing could  be  farther  from  affifting  this  defign  than  to  in- 
creafe  the  fubje6i:s  of  debate.  France  mufl  be  fenfible  of 
the  weight  of  this  argument,  who  herfelf  propofed  in  the 
very  beginning  of  this  treaty,  as  means  almoft  neceffary  for 
carrying  it  on  with  effe6l,  that  their  particular  difputeftiould 
be  feparated  from  thofe  of  their  German  allies,  with  which 
it  certainly  had  a  more  natural  connexion  than  with  thofe 
that  fubfifted  between  England  and  Spain  ;  as  all  the  former 
parties  were  then  engaged  dire6lly  or  indirectly  in  the  war, 
to  which  Spain  had  then  no  manner  of  relation. 

The  Englifh  miniftry  finding  the  French  immoveable  on 
the  two  capital  points  above  mentioned  and  having  no  opi- 
nion of  the  fincerity  of  their  procedure,  fent  directions  to 
Mr.  Stanly,  to  return  to  England,  and  to  de- 
fire that  Mr.  Buffy  fhould  on  the  part  of  his  20thSept* 
court,  receive  the  fame  orders.  An  end  v/as  thus 
put  to  this  negotiation,  (from  which  Europe  had  conceived 
fuch  fanguine  hopes  of  the  alleviation  of  its  miferies)  after 
it  had  continued  near  fix  months.  So  far  indeed  it  was  from 
producing  the  happy  effects  that  were  propofsd  from  it,  fo 
far  was  it  from  appeafing  the  aniniofitics  of  the  pov/ers   ori- 

U  2  ginaily 
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gindly  engaged,  or  from  extinguifhing  the  old  war,  that 
the  parties  feperated  with  intention  more  hoftile,  and  opi- 
nions more  adverfe  than  ever ;  and  the  war  was  Toon  fpread 
to  a  much  greater  extent  by  the  taking  in  of  a  new  party, 
and  may  poilibly  fpread,  flill  more  widely,  by  laying  open 
newfources  of  contentibn  which  may  gradually  draw  in 
other  powers,  and  finally  involve  every  part  of  Europe.  It 
was  alfo  a  means  of  producing  changes  in  England,  which 
at  a  time  of  lefs  tranquility,  and  in  circumftances  of  lefs 
internal  llrength  might  have  been  productive  of  the  moft 
fatal  con fequences.  But  thefe  matters  are  referved  for  the 
fubje6b  of  the  enfuing  chapter. 

The  leading  negotiation  in  London  and  Paris  being  thus 
broken  off,  that  which  was  propofed  at  Auglburg  never 
took  place. 

C  H  A  P.     VIII. 
Condu^l  sf  Spain  during  the    negotiathriy       Spanljh  minlfter'i 
memorial.      Treaty   between   France   and  Spain,       Differ- 
ence in  the  Englijh  miitijiry.     Mr,  Pitt  reftgns,     Mr,  Pitt's 
letter.        Difpute  concerning   the   reftgnatisn.  AddreJfeSy 

parliament  meetSi     The  German  war  cofitinued, 

^  j\  ^  nothing  could  have  been  more  unprecedented,  fono- 
Xx^  thing  was  more  alarming  than  the  proceeding  of  the 
court  of  Spain  in  the  negotiation.  It  was  altogether  extra- 
ordinary to  fee  a  propofal  for  accommodating  difputes  that 
fubfifted  between  friends  coming  thro'  the  channel  of  an 
enemy.  It  was  extremely  fmgular  to  fee  points  of  fuch 
confequence  formally  communicated  and  propofed  for  de- 
liberation by  a  French  agent,  commiflloned  only  to  nego- 
tiate a  particular  and  dilfintEl  bufmefs,  when  the  Spaniards 
had  an  ambafiador  reiiding  in  London,  from  whom  no  fort 
oh  intimation  had  been  previoully  received  of  fuch  a  defign. 
That  propofal  not  only  marked  out  a  want  of  fmccrity 
on  the  part  of  France,  but  it  manifefted  foftrange  and  ir- 
regular a  partiality  on  the  part  of  Spain,  that  it  would  very 
little  have  become  the  dignity  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
or  his  attention  to  the  fafcty  of  his  fubje<S\s,  to  let  it  pafs 
without  a  full  and  fatisfadtory  explanation.  Accordingly 
the  Spanifh  ambailador  was  c'atkd  upon  to  dlfavow  this  ir- 
regular procedure  ;  but  he  returned  a  verbal,  and  foon  after 
vvas  authorilcd   by  his  court  to  return  a  written  anfvver,  m 

which 
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which  he  openly  avowed  and  juftified  the  ftep  taken  by  the 
French  agent,  as  entirely  agreeable  to  the  fentiments  of  his 
mafter.  He  declared  that  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain 
were  united  not  onlv  by  ties  of  blood,  but  by  a  mutual  in- 
tereft.  He  applauded  the  humanity  and  greatnefs  of  mind 
which  his  moft  ChrilHan  majefty  demonflrated  in  the  pro- 
pofition  that  was  complained  of.  He  infifted  much  on  the 
fincerc  defire  of  peace,  the  only  motive  which  influenced 
the  condudof  thetwomonarchs  ;  and  he  added,  haughtily, 
that  if  his  mafter  had  been  governed  by  any  other  princi- 
ples, "His  Catholic  majefty  giving  full  fcope  to  his  great- 
"  nefs,  would  have  fpoken  from  himfelf,  and  as  became 
*'  his  dignity." 

It  appeared  evidently  from  the  whole  of  this  paper,  that 
the  court  of  Spain  was  regularly,  as  a  fort  of  party,  ap- 
prifed  of  every  ftep  that  was  taken  in  the  negotiation  ;  that 
her  judgment  was  appealed  to  upon  every  point,  and  her 
authority  called  in  aid  to  force  the  acceptance  of  the  terms 
which  were  offered  by  France ;  in  a  word,  that  there  was 
a  perfe£t  union  of  afte6lions,  interefts,and  councils  between 
thefe  two  courts  ;  and  the  minifter  of  the  former,  fo  far 
from  denying  or  palliating  this  conduct,  feemed  to  glory 
in  it, 

Mr.  Pitt  who  then  took  the  lead  in  the  minlftry,  was 
fully  fatisfied  the  intentions  of  Spain  were  by  no  meant; 
equivocal,  and  that  this  partiality,  which  they  flrong,- 
!y  avowed  not  only  by  declarations,  but  by  fads,  would 
drive  them  into  all  the  meafures  of  France.  That  ai 
war  on  that  account  was  abfolutely  inevitable ;  and 
if,  for  the  prefent  moment,  the  Spaniards  rather  delayed 
their  declaration  of  war,  than  laid  afide  their  hoftile  inten- 
tions, it  was  in  order  to  ftrike  the  blow  at  their  own  time, 
and  with  the  greater  efFe6l ;  that  therefore  their  reafons  for 
delaying  to  a5  were  the  very  motives,  which  ought  to  in- 
duce us  to  a6t  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and  utmoft  vigour. 
That  wc  ought  to  confider  the  evafions  of  that  court  as  a 
refufal  of  fatisfa£ticn,  and  that  refufal,  as  a  declaration  of 
war.  That  we  ought  from  prudence  as  well  as  from 
fpirit  to  fecure  ourfelves  the  firft  blow  ;  and  to  be  pra£lically 
convinced,  that  the  early  and  efFedtive  meafures,  which  had 
fo  large  a  fhare  in  reducing  France  to  this  dependence  upon 
Spain,  would  alfo  be  the  fitteft  for  deterring  or  difabling 
Spain  from  affordiHg  any  protection  to  France.     That,  to 


can: 
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carry  on  this  war  with  vigouv,  it  wa,s  only  neceflary  tp  con- 
ti-nue  our  prefent  efforts  ;  no  new  armament  would  be  ne- 
ceiTary  ;  and  that  if  any  war  could  provide  its  own  refources, 
it  mull  be  a  war  with  Spain.  That  their  flota  had  not  yet 
arrived,  and  that  the  taking  of  it,  wovld  at  once  difable  theirs 
and  ftren"gthen  our  hands.  This  procedure  fo  fuited  to  the 
4ignity  of  the  nation,  and  the  infults  it  had  received,  would 
^e  a  lefTon  to  Spain,  and  to  every  other  power,  how  they 
fhould  prefume  to  dictate  in  our  affairs,  and  to  intermeddle 
with  a  menacing  mediation,  and  an  officioufnefs  as  infidious 
as  it  was  audacious.  That  he  would  allow  our  enemies, 
whether  fecret  or  declared,  no  time  to  think  and  recolle6l 
themfelves. 

,  Thefe  fentiments,  fo  agreeable  to  the  refolute  and  en- 
terprifmg  chara£ler  of  this  minifter,  appeared  fhocking  to 
slmoft  all  the  reft  of  his  collegues.  They  admitted  that  we 
ought  not  to  be  terrihed  from  the  affertions  of  our  juft  de- 
mands, by  the  menaces  of  any  power.  They  owned  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  very  extraordinary  and  very  unjuftifiable 
itep  J  but  that  we  ought  to  admit  and  even  to  wifh  for,  aa 
explanation ;  this  court  upon  a  fober  yet  fpirited  remon- 
ftrance,  might  recall  that  ralh  proportion  into  which  they 
had  been  perhaps  unwarily  feduced  by  the  artifices  of 
France;  that  to  fhun  war  upon  a  juft  occafionwas  coward- 
ice, but  to  provoke  or  court  it  was  madnefs.  And,  if  to 
court  a  war  was  not  in  general  a  very  wife  meafure,  to  de- 
lire  it  with  Spain,  if  poffibly  it  could  be  avoided,  was  to 
overturn  the  moft  fundamental  principles  of  the  policy  of 
both  nations.  That  this  d.efire  of  adding  war  to  war,  and 
enemy  to  enemy,  whilft  we  had  our  hands  already  as  full  as 
they  could  hold,  and  whilft  all  our  faculties  were  ftrained  to 
the  utmoft  pitch,  was  ill  to  calculate  the  national  ftrength 
of  our  country,  which,  however  great,  had  its  limits,  and 
was  not  able  to  contend  with  all  the  world ;  that  whilft  we 
were  calling  for  new  enemies,  no  motion  was  made  of  new 
allies,  nor  indeed  of  any  new  refourcewhatfoever.  To  plunge 
into  fuch  meafures,  in  the  manner  propofed,  and  upon 
no  better  grounds,  could  not  fail  to  fcandalize  and  alarm  all 
Europe  ;  and  we  could  poilibly  derive  no  advantage  from 
this  precipitate  conduit,  which  would  not  be  more  than 
counter-balanced  by  the  jealoufy  and  terror  it  would  necef- 
farily  create  in  every  nation  near  us.  As  to  the  feizure  of 
the  Bota,  it  was  not  to  be  reckoned  upon,  as  at  the  very- 
time 
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time  of  that  deliberation  it  might  be  expe6led  to  be  fafe  in 
its  harbour  ;  and  perhaps  if  we  could  fucceed  in  feizing  it' 
we  might  perform  a  fervice  not  very  agreeable  to  neutral 
nations,  and  as  little  advantageous  to  our  own  commerce! 
if  Spain,  blind  to  her  true  interefls,  and  mifled  by  French 
councils,  fhould  give  in  a  more  decifive  manner  into  the 
defigns  of  that  court,  and  obftinately  refufe  a  reafonable  fa- 
tisfadtion,  it  would  be  then  the  true  time  to  declare  waf, 
when  all  the  neighbouring  and  impartial  -powers  were  con- 
vinced that  we  acfted  with  as  much  temper  as  refolntion, 
tmd  when  every  thinking  man  at  home  ihould  be  fatisfie^ 
ihat  he  was  not  hurried  into  the  hazards  and  cxpcnces  of 
■war,  from  an  idea  of  chimerical  heroifm, -but  irom  inevi- 
table neceffity ;  and  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  we  might  dcjpend 
upon  the  utmoft  fupport  which  the  nation  could  give  to  aa 
adminiftration  that  depended  upon  its  ftrength,  and  yet 
dreaded  to  v/afte  it  wantonly,  or  to  employ  it  nnjufiiiv.  The 
minifter  warmed  by  this  oppofition,  declared  that,  ^'  This 
*'  was  the  time  for  humbling  the  whole  Houie  of  Bourbon  ; 
*'  that  if  this  opportunity  was  let  flip,  it  might  never  be 
*'  recovered  ;  and  if  he  could  not  pre^/ail  in  this  inftance^ 
*'  he  was  refolved  that  this  was  the  laft  time  he  would  fit 
^^  in  that  council.  He  thanked  the  min-ifter^ -of  the4ate 
"  king  for  their  fupport ;  faid  he  was  himfelf  called  to  the 
''  miniftry  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  to  whom  he  conli- 
*'  dered  himfelf  as  accountable  for  his  conduct ;  and  that 
''  he  would  no  longer  remain  in  a  fituation  v/hich  made  him 
''  refponfible  for  meafures  he  was  no  longer  allowed  to 
♦^  guide." 

The  noble  lord,  who  precided  in  this  council,  to  whom 
years  have  added  the  wifdom  of  experience,  without  abat- 
'ing  the  vigour  and  fire  of  youth  ;  and  who  wr.<^  him.felf  as 
'"bold  a  minifter  as  ever  directed  the  affairs  of  this  nation, 
made  him  this  reply  :  "  I  find  the  gentleman  is  determined 
"  to  leave  us,  nor  can  I  fay  I  am  forry  for  it,  fmce  he 
*'  would  otherwife  have  certainly  compelled  us  to  leave 
"  him ;  bat,  if  he  be  refolved  to  aifume  the  right  of  ad- 
^'  vifmg  his  majefty,  and  directing  the  operations  of  the 
*'  War,  to  what  purpofes  are  wc  called  to  this  council  ? 
*'  When  he  talks  of  being  refponfible  to  the  people,  he 
''  talks  the  language  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  for- 
''  gets,  that  at  this  board,  he  is  only  refponfible 'to  the 
^'  ^ing.     However,  though  he  mav  poilibly  have  convinced 

•  <<  himfelf 
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■'  himfelf  ofhis  infallibility,  ftiil  it  remains  that  we  fhould 
^'  be  equally  convinced  before  we  can  refign  our  underftand- 
♦'  ing  to  his  diredtion,  or  join  with  him  in  the  meafure  he 
*'  propofes,"  (a) 

On  the  divifion,  the  minifler  himfelf,  and  a  noble  lord 
clofely  connedled  \vith  him,  were  th^  only  voices  in  favour 
of  the  immediate  declaration  of  war  ;  the  reft  of  the  board 
were  unanimoufly  againil  ii. 

The  reader  will  obferve  that  together  with  thofe  matters, 
v/hich  have  been  publifhed,  relative  to  this  very  important 
c'eliberation,  with  fome  appearance  of  authenticity,  wc 
have  added  fuch  arguments  as  have  been  agitated  among 
the  people  j  a  liberty  necefiary  to  place  the  matter  in  its 
full  light. 

Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Temple,  adhering  to  their  firft  opinion, 
^nd  having  delivered  their  reafons  in  writing,  refigned  their 
jemployments.  This  reiignation  feemed  equal  to  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  ftate.  An  univerfal  alarm  was  fpread  ;  a  thou- 
fand  rumours  flew  abroad,  and  the  firft  fuggcftions  were, 
that  this  great  minifler,  endeavouring  to  avail  himfelf  by  his 
iirmnefs   in  negotiation  of  the  advantages  he  had  acquired, 

by 


(a)  This  fpeech  has  been  fince  difcovcred  to  be  one  amongft 
the  number  of  contrivances  that  were  formed  and  publifhed  by 
the  oppofite  party  to  prejudice  Mr.  Pitt  intlie  eyes  of  the  public ; 
for  after  Mr.  ?itt  and  iQidTemp/e  had  taken  their  leaves  ?t  the 
fbird  and  laft  council  fummoncd  to  deliberate  on  the  condu(fV  of 
Spain,  the  late  earl  GranijilU,  then  lord  preiident  of  the  council, 
tofeupto  fpcak,  exprefiinga  very  high  opinion  of  Mr.  P/z/'swif- 
Uom,  penetration,  abilities,  hojiour  and  integrity,  and  in  a  very 
}:articular,  and  emphatical  manner,  fpoke  of  the  innumerable  and 
almoft  infurmountable  difficulties,  which  Mr,  Pitt  and  lord  TempU 
had  to  ftruggle  with  ;  thefc,  he  faid,  \yerc  the  fentiments  he  thep 
delivered,  and  in  juflicc  to  himfelf,  fevcral  times  declared,  that  the 
fpeech  fcnt  abroad,  (as  fpoke  by  him  on  that  occafion)  was  no 
other  than  a  vile  forgery,  calculated  toferve  a  purpofc  as  bafe  as 
it  v;as  ungrateful.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  deteft  another  in- 
i^ance  of  their  bafe  condu(fl,  propagated  with  no  lefs  avidity;  that 
!Mr.  Pitt  in  his  heart  was  not  an  enemy  to  pcnfions,  **  witnefshis 
«•  letter  to  a  noble  duke  folliciting  his  grace's  intcreft,  with  his 
*'  late  majefty  for  a  pcnfion :"  By  the  noble  duke  is  meant  the 
duke  of  iie^wcaJiU^  who,  o»  all  occafions  publicly  declared,  he 
had  revcr  received  any  fuch  letter, 

Ittvitw  of  Lord  £nti*s  Jthninipration* 
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by  his  vigour  in  war,  was  oppofcd  by  the  whole  council, 
who  were  refolved  to  have  a  peace  at  any  rate,  and  that 
this  oppofition  had  driven  him  to  refign  the  Teals.  But  the 
true  caufe  of  the  refignation  very  loon  came  out ;  and  on 
this  point  a  violent  conflict  enfued,  in  which  the  popular 
caufe  was  worfe  fuftained,  and  the  minifterial  better,  (that 
is,  with  greater  effect)  than  is  ufual  in  fuch  difcutlions. 
Some  circumftances  contributed  not  a  little  to  this  fucccfs. 

When  Mr.  Pitt  refigned  the  feals,  the  great  perfon  to 
whom  they  were  delivered  received  them  with  eafe  and 
firmnefs,  without  requefting  that  he  fhould  refume  his  of- 
fice. His  majelfy  exprefled  his  concern  for  the  lofs  of  fo 
able  a  fervant  ;  and  to  (hew  the  favourable  fenfe  he  enter- 
tained of  his  fervices,  he  made  him  a  moft  gracious  and  un- 
limited offer  of  any  rewards  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to 
beftov/.  His  majefty  at  the  fame  time  exprefled  himfelf 
not  only  fatisfied  with  the  opinion  of  the  ma]ority  of  his 
council,  but  declared  he  would  have  found  himfelf  under 
the  greateft  difficulty  how  to  have  a£led,  had  that  council 
concurred  as  fully  in  fupporting  the  meafure  propofed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  as  they  had  done  in  reje£ling  it.  A  fentimenc 
(in  the  light  in  which  his  majefty  confidered  this  meafure) 
grounded  upon  the  firmeft  principles  of  integrity  and  ho- 
nour, and  which  mufb  raife  the  higheft  veneration  for  his 
royal  charadter  not  only  among  his  own  fubjed^s,  but 
amongft  all  nations,  when  they  fee  a  power  which  has  fo 
little  to  fear  from  any  human  effort,  fo  very  fearful  of  the 
leaft  infringement  of  the  ftriileft  and  moft  critical  rules  of 
juftice. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  fenfibly  touched  witji  the  grandeur  and 
con^efcenfion  of  this  proceeding.  '  I  confefs.  Sir,  I  had 
but  too  much  reafon  to  expe6t  your  majcfty*s  difpleafure. 
I  did  not  come  prepared  for  thi;^  exceeding  goodnefs.  Par- 
don me,  Sir, it  overpowers,   it.oppreflcs  me."     He  burft 

into  tears. 

We  are  far  from  an  attempt  to  add  any  colouring  to  fo 
cxquifitely  affcfting  a  pidlure.  We  are  indeed  far  from  be- 
ing able  to  do  juftice  to  perhaps  one  o£  the  moft  pathetic 
and  elevated  fcenes  which  could  poffibly  be  difplayed,  the 
parting  of  fuch  a  prince,  and  fuch  a  minifter. 

The  next  day  a  pcnfion  of  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
was  fettled  on  Mr.  Pitt  for  three  lives,  and  at  the  fame  ti'r.e 
a  title  was  conferred  upon  his  lady  and  her  iffue  ;  a  pension 
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the  befl  beftowed,  and  a  nobility-the  moft  honourably  ac- 
quired, and  mo{l  truly  merited.  '  Immediately  the  Gazette 
|ave  notice  to  the  public  of  all  thefe  trs-nfadions.  The  re- 
iigjiation  made  the  firft  article  ;  the  honours  and  rewards 
tlie  next ;  and  they  were  followed  by  a  letter  from  our  am- 
bafTador  in  Spain,  containing  an  account  of  the  favourable 
and  pacific  language  of  that  court,  and  of  the  ftrong  afTu- 
jances  they  gave  of  a  defire  to  accommodate  all  differences-^ 
III  an  amicable  m.anncr.  ■     .       .. 

It  mull:  be  owned  that  tars  manosuvre  was  very  fkilfully 
executed.  For  it  at  once  gave  the  people  to  underftand- 
the  true  motive  to  the  refign^ation  ;  the  infufficiency  of  that 
motive,  and  the  gracioufnefs  of  the  king  notwithftanding 
the  abrupt  departure  of  his  minifter.  If  after  this  the  late 
mjnifter  fhpuld  chufs  to  enter  into  oppofition,  he  muff  go 
into  it  .loaded  and.  oppreffed  with  the  imputation  of  the 
blackefl  ingratitude  ;  if  on  the  .oUier  h^ud-he  fhould  retire 
from  bufinefs,  or  fhould  concur  in  fupport  of  that  adminif- 
tration  which  he  hiad  Jefty  becaufe  he  difapproved  its  mea- 
sures, his  acquiefcencewoul^  be-attiributedby  the  multitude 
to  a  bargain  for  his  forfaking  the  public,  and  that  the  title 
:^nd  the  penfion-  were  the  coniideratipns. 
2  Thefe  were  t\iQ  barriers  that  were  oppofed  agarnft  that 
torrent  of  popular  rage,  which  it  was  apprehended  would' 
proceed  from  this  refignation.  And  the  truth  is,  they  an- 
swered their  end  ^Qi^QiWy  :  This  torrent  for  fome  tnne  was 
beaten  back,-  alm9fl  diverted  into  an    oppofite   courfe  ;  and 

^^'^5."..^l^^y^^^^--^^^^"?"^<^  ^^  thofe;  obj e61s,  againft.whicK 
iT  was 'originally  diredted,  and  where  it  was  moft  dreadc^^ 
^  wa3  no  longer  that  impetuous  and  irrcfiftible  tide^  which' 
ijuhe  year  1757  had  borne  down  every  thing  before  it;.itj 
wi?;wefikened,  divid^d5.:and  inefleclive.^  ^  >♦  *    i 

..On  this  occaiion 'the  clamours  and  inferior  membtets  of 
each  party  went  lengths,  which  undoubtedly  were  a^iiher 
authorifed  nor  approved  by  their  leaders.  The  friends  o^ 
^Ir.  .Pitt- railed  the  mdii  violent  clamours  for  difplacing  a 
rryniikr,  whofe  mcafures  had  railed  the  nation  from  the 
moll  abjedt  llate,.  to  tlie  liigheft  pinacle  of  glory.  ;  They 
ti;u,  that  *•*  he  wa.s  in  fad.difplaccd,  when  he  was  com- 
''  pcTlcd  to  rcrign',^^)y.  not  being  fufferpd  to  carry  into  ex- 
V  ccution  thofc  meaj'yr^es  which  .he  knew  to  be  ncceflary  to 
"  the  honour  ancj,j;:i/cty  of  his  cputitry.  That  the  check 
:'  wiuch  this  nj^iiijJy[oi  4''a1  rfceiv^i^  vvyuld  moil  ur^fcafon- 
.'..''  7-  "  ^-^bly 
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ably  revive   the' drooping  hopes  of  France,  funk  by  the 

vigour  of  our  military  operations,  and  the  firmnefs  of 
""  Our  councils  under  his  adminiftration,  and  v^ould  fhew 
*'  Spain  with  what  impunity  Ihe  might  infult  the  honour  of 
*'  the  Britifb  crown,  and  violato;  the  property  of  its  fub- 
"  jedts.  They  reckoned  up  the  djfgraces  which  the  nati* 
*'  on  had  fuffered  before  Mr.  Pitt  had  entered  into  the 
**  management  of  affairs,  and  the  victories  and  conquefts 
"*'  which  were  the  fruit  of  his  councils.'* 

In  confequence  of  thefe  reafoniiigs,  addr^fe,  refolution-i 
and  inftru(5fions  were  fet  on  foot  in  the  great  corporations  ; 
•and  it  was  believed  that  the  example  would  be  followed,  a,s 
on  a  former  occafion  of  the  fame  kind,  by  all  the  other  ci- 
ties and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  progrefs  of 
this  meafure,  though  commenced  with  much  alaci-ity,  was 
flow  and  languid  :  a  few  only  of  the  corporations  entered 
into  it,  and  fome  even  of  thefe  fev/  in  a  manner  lefs  warm 
than  was  expecSled.  A  flrenumis  defence  was  made  on  the 
part  of  the  remaining  rniniftry, 

"  Was  it  ever  heard,  faid  they,  that  a  fovereign  has 
*'  been  cenfured  for  liftening  to  the  whole  body  of  his 
*'  council,  in  preference  to  the  particular  opinions  of  a  fin- 
*'  gle  man  ?  On  the  contrary,  this  uncontrouled  fway  of 
*'  a  fingle  minlffer  has  been  often  thought  dangerous,  and 
*'  was  always  odious  in  our  free  conflitution  ;  and  is  the 
^'  more  juftly  to  be  difliked,  as  perhaps  inconfiftcnt  with 
*'  the  true  fpirit,  either  of  abfolute  monarchy,  or  of  iimi- 
<'  ted  government.  Let  the  merit  of  this  minifter  be  what 
*'  it  will,  fhall  his  mafter  therefore  be  forced  to  recei^'c 
*'  ;him'  upon  any  terms  ?  Mufl  hi-s  prince,  to  gratify  his 
*'  ambitious  views,  or  if  youpleafe,  his  virtuous  intentions, 
*'  difmifs  his  whole  council,  and  annihilate  his  prerogative 
*'  as  a  king,  his  reafon  and  judgment  as  a  man  ?  Was  it 
*'  ever  heard  before,  that  a  counfellor  has  profeiTed  with- 
"  out  any  referve  or  any  mafk,  that  becaufe  he  could  not 
*'  guide  in  government,  he  would  not  co-operate  ?  This 
*'  has  unqueifionabiy  been  the  true  motive  for  the  condu6l 
"  of  many  minifters,  but  never  v/as  the  avowed  motive 
"  until  this  occafion.  Mr.  Pitt  has  had  the  freeft  fcope  for 
*'  the  exertion  of  his  genius ;  he  v/as,  perhaps,  the  only 
*'  Englilli  minifter  that  never  met  with  the  flighteft  oppo- 
*'  fition  J  he  has  had  the  treafures  and  the  forces  of  the  na- 
^'  lion  at  bis  moft  abfolute  command  j  let  him,  in  his  turn, 
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''  do  that  juftice  that  has  been  done  to  him  ;  let  him,  if 
"  the  favours  of  the  crown  comtitute  no  obligation,  be 
"  bound  at  leaft  by  the  rules  of  equity ;  and  if  he  will 
''  not  partake  in  the  condud  of  the  prefent  moft  intricate 
"  and  difficult  bufmefs  of  adminiftration,  let  him  not  ren- 
*'  der  it  ftill  more  intricate  and  more  difficult  by  his  oppo- 
'*  fition  ;  and  let  him  not  ftudy  to  find  a  juftification  of 
*'  his  meafures,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  thofe  whom  he  has 
''  left,  when  that  ill  fucefs  will  be  owing  to  his  own  devi- 
"  ces. 

Thus  far  the  points  feem  to  have  been  urged  with  pro- 
priety and  weight.  A  torrent,  however,  of  low  and  illibe- 
ral abufe  was   alfo  poured  out  on  this  occafion  (a).     His 

whole 


(a J  A  Letter  from  the  Rioht  Hon.  Mr.  Pitt,  to  a  Per/on  of  EmU 
nence  in  the  city. 

Dear  Sir,  London ,  O^oher   1 7. 

X^TNDIXG,  to  my  great  furprize,  that  the  caufe  and  manner 
of  my  ref^gning  the  feals,  is  groHy  mifreprefented  in  the  city, 
as  well  as  that  the  moft  gracious  and  fpontaneous  marks  of  his  ma- 
ieity's  approbation  of  my  fervices,  which  marks  followed  my  re- 
lignation,  have  been  irifamoufly  traduced  as  a  bargain  for  my  for- 
faking  the  public,  I  am  unaer  a  ncreifity  of  declaring  the  trutli 
©f  both  thefe  facts,  m  a  manner  which  I  am  fure  no  gentleman 
will  contradict ;  a  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  meafures 
to  be  taken  agaia»"i  Spain  ^oi  the  higheO  importance  to  the  honour 
f)f  the  crown,  and  to  the  naoit  elTential  national  interefts,  (andtliis 
fo\mded  on  wliat  Spain  had  already  done,  not  on  what  that  court 
jnay  tarfher  intend  to  do)  was  the  caufe  of  my  reiigning  the  feals. 
Lord  Temple  and  I  fubmitted  in  writing,  and  figned  by  us,  our 
moft  humbieft-'ntinienrri  to  his  majefty,  which  being  over-ruled  by 
the  united  opinion  of  all  the  reft  of  the  king's  fervants,  I  refigned 
the  fe^V}  oi\  Monday  the  5th  of  thismonth,  in  order  not  to  remain 
refponiible  fcr>r  meafures,  which  1  was  no  longer  allowed  to  guide. 
Moft  gracious  public  marks  of  his  majefty's  approbation  of  my 
fervices  followed  my  retignation  r  They  are  unmerited  and  unfoli- 
cited  ;  and  I  Ihall  tvcT  be  proud  to  have  received  them  from  the 
beft  of  fovereigns. 

I  will  now  only  add,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  explained  thefe 
matters  only  u>r  the  honour  of  trutii,  not  in  any  view  to  court  re- 
turn of  conlidcncefrom  any  man,  who  with  a  credulity,  as  weak  as 
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whole  life,  public  and  private,   was    fcrutinizcd   with    the 
utmoll:  malignity,  to  furnifti  matter  of  calumny  againft  him. 

The  fuccelles  of  his  adminiftration  were  depreciated  ;  his 
faults  were  mcnllroufly  exaggerated,  and  the  rewards  and 
honours  fo  juftly  conferred  on  him  by  his  fovcreign,  were 
by  every  trick  of  wit,  ridicule,  arid  buffoonery,  converted 
into  matter  of  degradation  and  difgrace. 

Without  prefuming  to  take  any  part  in  a  controverfy, 
which  (however  unequaiiy)  divided  the  royal  council,  or 
without  entering  into  the  fentimcnts  of  any  faclion,  which 
we  have  always  ihunned,  we  may  affirm  with  truth  and 
impartiality,  that  no  man  was  ever  better  fitted  than 
Mr.  Pitt,  to  be  the  minifter  in  a  great  and  powerful  nation, 
or  better  qualified  to  carry  that  power  and  greatnefs  to  their 
utmoft  limits.  There  was  in  all  his  defigns  a  magnitude, 
and  even  a  vaftnefs,  which  was  not  eafiiy  comprehended  by 
every  mind,  and  which  nothing  but  fuccefs  could  have 
made  to  appear  reafonable.  If  ne  was  Ibm^etimes  incor- 
re6l  he  was  never  vulgar. 

His  power,  as  it  was  not  acquired,  (0  neither  was  ex- 
ercifed  in  an  ordinary  manner.  With  very  little  parliamen- 
tary, and  with  lefs  court  influence,  he  fvvayed  both  at  court 
and  in  parliament  with  an  authority  unknown  before,  to 
the  beft  fupported  miniilers.  He  was  called  to  the  minif- 
try  by  the  voice  of  the  people  ;  and  what  is  more  rare,  her 
held  it  with  that  approbation  ;  and  under  him  for  the  firfl 
time,  adminiftration  and  popularity  were  feen  united.  Un- 
der him  Great  Britain  carried  on  the  moft  im.portant  war 
in  which  fhe  ever  was  engaged,  alone  and  unafiifted,  with 
greater  fplendour,  and  with  more  fuccefs  than  (he  had  ever 
enjoyed  at  the  head  of  the  moft  powerful  alliance^.  Alone 
this  iftand  feemed  to  ballance  the  reft  of  Europe. 

In  the  condu6l  of  the  war  he  never  fuffered  the  enemy  to 

breathe^ 


It  Is  lujuroiis,  has  thought  fit  haftily  to  withdraw  hi?  good  opini 
on,  from  one  who  ferved  his  country  with  iidelity  and  fnccefs  ; 
and  who  juftly  reveres  the  upright  and  candid  judgment  of  it ; 
little  folicitous  about  the  cenfures  of  the  capricious  and  ungene- 
rous :  Accept  my  fincereft  ackwowledgments  for  all  your  kiiK^ 
friendftiip,  and  believe  me  ever  with  truth  and  efteem. 

My  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  friend,  tifc, 
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breathe,  but  overwhelmed  them  with  re-iterated  blows,  and 
kept  up  the  alarm  in  every  quarter.  If  one  of  his  expedi- 
tions was  not  fo  well  calculated  or  fo  iuccefsfully  executed, 
amends  were  made  by  another,  and  by  a  third.  The  fpi- 
rit  of  the  nation  once  roufed,  was  not  fuffered  for  a  mo- 
ment to  fubfide  ;  and  the  French,  dazzled,  as  it  v/ere-,  by 
the  multitude  and  celerity  of  his  enterprizes,  feemed  t6 
have  loft  all  power  of  rsfiftance.  In  fhort,  he  revived  the 
military  genius  of  our  people  ;  he  fupported  our  allies  ;  h.k. 
extended  our  trade  ;  he  raifed  our  reputation  ;  he  augment- 
ed our  dominions ;  and  on  his  dep;irture  from  adminiftrati- 
on,  l^h  the  nation  in  no  other  danger  than  that  which  ever 
muft  attend  exorbitant  power,  and  the  temptation  .which 
may  be,  to  the  invidious  exertion  of  it.  Happy  it  had  beei\ 
for  him,  for  his  fovereign,  and  his  country,  if  a  temper 
lefs  auftere,  and  a  difpofition  more  practicable,  more  com- 
pliant, and  conciliating,  had  been  joined  to  his  other  great 
virtues.  The  wantof  thefe  qualities  difabied  him  from  act* 
ing  any  otherwife  than  alone  :  it  prevented  our  enjoying 
the  joint  fruit  of  the  wifdom  of  many  able  m.en,  who  might 
mutually  have  tempered,  and  mutually  forwarded-  each 
other  ;  and  finally,  which  was  not  the  meanell  lofs,  it  de- 
prived us  of  his  own  immediate  fervices. 

Thofe  who  ccnfured  his  political  conduct  the  moft  fe^ 
verely,  could  raife  but  few  exceptions  to  it ;  none  of  them 
fmgly  and  perhaps,  the  whole  united,  of  no  great  weight 
againft  a  perfon  long  engaged  in  fo  great  a  fcene  of  a£tion^ 

Whether  the  part,  which  under  his  adminiftration  we 
rather  continued  to  a6l  than  newly  took,  v/ith  regard  to  the 
£ffairsof  Germany,  be  for  the  real  intereft  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain,  is  a  queftion  of  the  utmoffc  difficulty,  and  which  per- 
haps will  never  admit  a  fatisfaclory  folution.  To  condemn 
^im  on  this  head  we  muft  be  fure  of  this  folution.  It  has 
been  obferved  in  favour  of  that  contefted  meafure,  that 
France  demonftratcd,  through  the  whole  progrefs  of  thf 
late  treaty,  the  moft  carneft  dcfire,  that  we  (hould  abandon 
the  German  connexion  ;  no  trifling  argument,  that  our 
enemy  did  not  look  upon  it  to  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  our 
interei!>So  If  he  has  carried  on  that  war  at  a  vaft  expcnce, 
a  prodigious  (rand  has  been  made  againft  the  intire  power 
of  France,  had  lefs  been  expended,  the  whole  cxpence 
might  have  been  loft.  How  far  this  part  of  his  conduct  was 
agreeable  to  b^s  former  dcclafations,  is  a  dilcuffion  which 

caa 


37^1,  ^-Pf  History  cfibe  Wai^;  42J 

can  avail  But  little^  He  found  the  nation  engage^  in  thefe 
affairs,;  it  was  more  eafy  to  pufh  them  forward,  than  to 
extricate  hinifelffrpm  them;  as  he  proceeded,  he  difco- 
vcred  by  experience  the  advantages  .of  that  plan  of  adlion, 
and  his  opinion  was  changed. 

But  even  admitting,  that,  to  attain  the  ends  of  oppofiti'- 
on,  he  had  once  fallen  upon  popular  topics,  which  even 
then  he  knew  were  not  tenable,  it  can  form  but  a  very  fmali 
blemiih  in  a  public  character,  however  wrong  it  may  be  by 
application  to  the  ftricleft  rules  of  m.oralitv.  Ill  would  it  fare 
Y^ith  llatefmen  if  this  fort  of  confiftency  were  to  be  expe<^- 
ed  from  the  moft  confiilentof  them. 

.  With  regard  to  the  penfion  and  title,  it  is  a  fhame  that 
g-ny  defence  fhould  be  necefTary.  What  eye  cannot  diftin- 
guifn,  at  the  firft  glance,  the  difference  between  this  and 
the  exceptionable  cafe  of  titles  and  penfions  ?  What  Briton, 
with  the  fmalleft  fenfe  of  honour  and  gratitude,  but  muft 
blufti  tor  his  country,  if  fuch  a  man  retired  unrewarded 
irom  the  public  fervice,  let  the  motives  to  that  retirement 
be  what  they  would  ?  It  was  not  poflible  that  his  fovereign 
could  let  his  erhinent  fervices  pafs  unrequited  ;  the  fum  that 
was  given  was  undoubtedly  inadequate  to  his  merits  ;  and 
the  quantum  was  rather  regulated  by  the  moderation  of  the 
great  mind  that  received  it,  than  by  the  liberality  of  that 
which  beftowed  it. 

The  condu6l  of  Mr.  Pitt  when  the  parliament  met,  in 
which  he  made  his  own  juftification,  without  impeach- 
ing the  conduct  of  any  of  his  colleagues,  or  taking  one  mea- 
sure that  might  fee m  to  arife  from  difguft  or  oppofition,  has 
fet  a  feal  upon  his  chara£ler. 

Lord  Egremont  was  appointed  to  fucceed  him  as  Secre- 
tary for  the  fouthern  department. 

CHAP.    IX. 

D'ifpute  with  Spain.  ReprcfentatloJi  cf  the  earl  of  BriftoL 
Difpofttion  of  the  court  of  Madrid.  Treaty  between 
France  and  Spain.  England  dep.res  a  communication. 
Court  of  Spain  refufes.  The  mitiijhrs  mutually  withdraiVm 
A  rupture. 

THE  unfortunate  intervention  cf  Spain  in  the  late    ne- 
gotiation, raifed  fa  many  difficulties,  and  created  fo. 

much 
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much  mifchicf  both  abroad  and  at  home,  that  it  becomes 
an  aera  in  this  hiflory,  and  it  is  necefTary  we  fhould  purfue 
that  objecl  from  the  point  at  which  we  left  it,  to  its  final 
;ind  fatal  determination. 

The  anfwer  which  had  been  received  from  the  Spanifti 
minifter  in  London  v/as  far  from  being  fatisfadtory  to  our 
court.  Orders  were  immediately  given  to  the  earl  of  Brif- 
tol,  our  ambafTador  in  Spain,  to  remonftrate  with  energy 
and  firmnefs  on  fo  extraordinary  a  proceeding  ;  to  adhere 
to  the  negative  put  upon  the  Spanifh  pretcnfions  to  fifh  at 
Newfoundland  ;  to  reft  the  article  of  difputed  captures,  on 
the  juftice  of  our  tribunals  ;  to  continue  the  former  profef- 
lions  of  our  defire  of  an  amicable  adjuftment  of  the  log- 
wood difpute  ;  and  of  our  willingnefs  to  caufe  the  fettle- 
ments  on  the  coaft  of  Honduras  to  be  evacuated,  as  foon 
as  ever  his  Catholick  majefty  Ihould  fuggeft  a  method  for 
our  enjoyment  of  that  traffic  to  which  we  had  a  right  by 
treaty,  and  which  was  further  confirmed  to  us  by  repeated 
promifes  from  that  court. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  earl  of  Briftol  was  authorifed 
to  proceed  with  that  fpirit,  which  the  offended  dignity  of 
our  court  required,  and  to  bring  Spain  to  a  categorical  and 
fatisfa£^ory  declaration,  concerning  her  final  intentions ; 
yet  if  he  perceWed  on  her  part  any  intention  to  difavow  or 
even  to  explain  away  this  offenfive  tranfa£lion,  he  was  rea- 
dily to  accept  it,  and  to  afford  to  that  court  as  handfome  a 
retreat  as  poihble.  The  letter  which  conveyed  thefe  in- 
llru6tions  was  written  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  dated  on  the  28th  of 
July,  a  few  days  after  the  fatal  memorial  had  been  deliver- 
ed by  Mr.  BuiTy. 

The  earl  of  Briftol  punctually  obeyed  thofe  orders.  He 
found  General  Wall,  the  Spanifh  minifter,  much  in  cold 
blood,  and  in  very  equivocal  difpofitions.  He  heard  with 
great  patience  the  proper  and  energetic  reprefentation  that 
had  been  very  ably  made  by  the  earl  of  Briftol.  He  ap- 
plauded the  king  of  Great  Britain's  magnanimity  in  not 
fuffcring  France  as  a  tribunal,  to  be  appealed  to  in  his  dif- 
putes  with  Spain  ;  and  declared,  that  in  the  proportion 
which  had  been  made  with  the  confent  of  his  court,  things 
were  not  confidered  in  that  light  ;  afked  whether  it  could 
be  imiigined  in  England,  that  the  Catholic  king  was  feck- 
ing  to  provoke  us  in  our  prefcnt  moft  flourifhing  and  moft: 
exalted  fituation,  and  after  fuch  a  ferics  of  profperous  events 

as 
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as  no  fmgle  nation  had  ever  met  with  ?  H^- valued,  and 
reciprocally  returned,  our  frequent  profeflions  of  friendihi^-- 
and  our  de'fire  of  amicable  adjuftment.  But  thefe  favoura- 
ble demonftrations  were  accompanied  with  fome  circum- 
fiances,  that  had  a  very  menacing  appearance.  For  in 
the  firfl  place,  he  declared  that  at  that  time  the  utmoft 
harmony  fubfifted  between  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain  ; 
that  in  confequence  of  their  perfect  agreement,  there  was  a 
mutual  unreferved  communication  of  every  ftep  taken  in 
their  feveral  negotiations  wich  England  ;  that  France  had 
even  offered  to  ailifl  Spain,  in  cafe  the  difcuifions  fhe  had 
with  us  fhould  grow  into  a  rupture  ;  and  that  this  offer  was 
tonfidered  in  a  friendly  light.  Such  an  intimate  union  of 
a  third  power  with  one  of  the  parties  at  war,  forebodes  no 
long  duration  to  its  friendfliip,  or  even  to  its  neutrality 
with  the  other.  If  Spain  juftified  the  proceedings  of  France, 
and  owned  herfelf  concerned  in  them,  it  was  but  one,  and 
that  a  fhortj  ftep,  to  a  juri6lion  with  her. 

As  to  the  three  matters  in  difpute,  the  Spanifh  minifler 
refolutely  adhered  to  them  all  ;  and  as  to  the  laft  (  that  of 
the  logwood)  he  obferved,  that  Great  Britain  had  offered 
them  nothing,  but  what  they  had  long  fmce  been  tired  of, 
treaty  and  negotiation  ;  that  this  matter  had  been  already 
fully  difcuffed  ;  and  that  oh  this  head  Spain  had  given  the 
moft  convincing  proofs  of  her  defire  to  be  on  the  beft  terms^ 
with  England;  for  in  the  beginning  of  this  war,  before 
England  had  grown  terrible  by  her  fucceffes,  when  their 
American  governors  had  endeavoured  to  diilodge  the  En- 
glifh  from  fome  new  eflablifhments  on  the  coaft  of  Hondu- 
ras, they  had,  at  the  complaint  of  our  court,  in  order  to 
take  av/ay  all  caufe  of  miftruft,  ordered  the  governor  to 
defift  from  fo  juftrfiable  an  enterprize.  That  on  the  offer 
of  England  on  this  occafion  to  fettle  matters  in  an  amicable 
manner,  they  chearfully  agreed  to  that  method.  But  that 
fix  years  hadelapfed  without  their  receiving  thejeafl  fatls- 
facSlion.  They  even  alleged  that  the  Engiifh  encroach- 
ments on  their  coafts  in  that  time  increafed. 

In  this  manner  the  Spaniards  vindicated  the  form  arid  the 
matter  of  their  proceeding  :  they  fhewed  no  foit  of  difpofi- 
tion  to  relax  from  their  claims  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they 
no  longer  infifled  on  blending  together  the  feveral  d^i.ufH-^ 
ons  ;  and  they  profefTed  in  general,  though  not  very  ■•■'ztui 
terms.,  a  defire  of  continuing  in  amity  with  us,  Wi:Ii  re- 
Y  gard 
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gard  to  the  matter  in  difpute,  the  prctenfions  of  b6th  pow- 
€15  ftood  in  this  pofture  throughout  the  whole  difculTion  ; 
except  l\i2S^\ity  were  urged  with  more  or  lefs  afperity,  ac- 
cording to  the  flu6luating  difpofition  of  the  court  of  Spain, 
which  Teemed  to  reft  upon  no  fure  and  fettled  principals. 
There  Were  probably  two  fadlions  in  her  councils  who  as 
fhey  alternately  prevailed,  changed  the  language  and  counte- 
nance of  the  Spanifh  minifter.  However,  for  fome  time  the 
afpec^  of  things  continued  on  the  whole  to  be  rather  fa- 
vourable J  and  even  an  exprefs  declaration  was  at  length 
made,  that  Spain  had  been,  at  no  time,  more  intent  on 
cultivating  a  good  correfpondejice  with  us.  But  ftill  the 
French  intereft  filently  gained  ground  at  Madrid  ;  the  con- 
fidental  communications  of  that  Court  with  Spain  ;  her  af- 
fe(f^ed  moderation  in  the  treaty  ;  the  dangerous  greatnefs  of 
England  ;  the  common  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
every  partof  v/hich  muft  fufFer,  both  in  its  dignity  and  fafe- 
ty,  by  allowing  the  principal  of  its  branches  to  be  pruned 
to  the  quick  :  thefe  points  were  urged  with  continual  folli- 
citation;  and  they  aflured  the  Spaniards  that  even  the  fign- 
ing  an  alliance  between  the  fovereigns  of  the  two  nations, 
would  intimidate  England,  already  exhaufted  by  the  war, 
and  apprehenfive  of  lofing  the  valuable  commerce  ihe  car- 
ried on  with  Spain. 

Thefe  arguments  and  fuggeftions  at  length  prevailed, 
and  a  treaty  was  figned  between  the  two  courts,  the  pur- 
pofe  of  which  was  to  preferve  from  oppreffion,  and  to 
maintain  the  interefts  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  This  al- 
liance was  of  a  nature  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  turned  up- 
,on  family  not  national  intereft,  and  becaufe  notftatingex- 
a6i:]y  its  objc6ls,  it  might  be  made  juft  of  what  extent  they 
pleafed.  .We  make  n.o  mention  of  any  other  treaty  than 
this,  of  itfelf  fufficiently  alarming,  becaufe  whatever  fuf- 
picions  may  be  entertaine'^d,,  there  is  no  certainty  that  any 
other  has  been  concluded  between  thofe  powers. 

France  had  obtained  in  this  treaty  almoft  all  that  fhe 
aimed  at ;  by  it  fhe  entered  into  the  clofcft  conne6lion  with 
Spain  ;  this  connection  did  not  indeed  feem  directly  of  ne- 
ceiTity  to  conclude  a  breach  with  England  ;  it  led  to'it  how- 
ever, almoft  inevitably.  Atfirft  tht:  whole  tranfaction  was 
kept  a  profound  fccret  ;.the'  inferiority  of  the  marine  of 
Spain,  and  the  prtcarioufnefsof  theirfiipplies  from  America, 
ill  cafe  they  c:;me  to  a  pMcrit  rupture  v,  i'tb  England,  obliged 
■  '    '  them 
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them  to  this  temporary  referve.  France  took  care  that  this 
treaty  fhouldnot  tranfpire  untill  the  negotiation  was  brokea 
ofF  ;  and  Spain,  whilft  {he  was  under  thcfc  apprehenfions, 
exhibited  thofe  occafional  proofs  of  a  pacific  3ifpofition-, 
which  we  have  juft  now  feen.  But  as  foon  as  France  had 
loll  all  hopes  of  concluding  the  negotiation  in  the  manner 
fhe  had  wiihed,  and  had  failed  in  the  ufe  fhe  made  of 
the  Intervention  of  the  claims  of  Spain,  fhe  circulated  with 
great  Induftry  a  report,  that  Spain  would  immediately  de- 
clare &gainft  Great  Britain,  in  confequence  of  a  treaty  lately 
concluded  among  the  Bourbon  courts. 

England  found  that  thofe  boafts  of  the  French  were  too 
confidently  made,  and  too  generally  believed,  to  be  altoge,< 
ther  without  foundation.  In  confequence  of  thefe  appre- 
henfions,  orders  were  {^nt  to  Spain,  to  dema-nd  in  the  moft 
moderate  terms,  but  in  a  manner  not  to  be  evaded,  a  ccm- 
mu£iIcatIon  of  this  treaty,  or  at  leaft  a  difavowal  that  it  con- 
tained any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  Great  Britain.  But 
before  thefe  orders  could  reach  Spain,  lord  Briftol  had  him- 
felf  received  intelligence  of  the  treaty,  and  of  the  hopes, 
which  the  French  made  no  fecret  of  their  deriving  from 
that  fource.  He  therefore  thought  himfelf  under  a  neceflity 
of  defiring  fatisfac^ion  from  the  Spaniih  fecretary  of  ftatc 
concerning  it. 

Upon  this  application  there  appeared  on  a  fuddcn  fuch  a 
change  in  the  counte/iance,  language,  and  fcntiments  of 
that  minifter,  as  indicated  but  too  fully  the  juftncfs  of  the 
iufpicions  that  were  entertained.  The  Spanifh  flota  was 
now  fafely  arriye4  with  a  very  rich  cargo ;  the  French  arms 
had  made  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  king's  electoral  do- 
minions ;  the  fuccefs  of  the  Imperial  arms  was  no  lefs  ftrik- 
ing ;  the  reafons  for  their  former  fhew  of  moderation  no 
longer  exifted.  They  therefore  gave  a  loofe  to  thofe  move- 
ments which  they  had  hitherto  concealed.  M.  Wall,  evad- 
ing a  direct  anfwer,  entered  into  a  long  and  bitter  com^ 
plaint,  not  only  of  the  treatment  which  Spain  had  received 
from  us,  but  of  the  haughtinefs  of  our  late  proceedings  v/ith 
France  ;  that  it  was  time  for  them  to  open  their  eyes,^  and 
not  to  fufFer  a  neighbour,  an  ally,  a  relation,  and  a  friend, 
any  longer  to  run  the  rifque  of  receiving  fuch  rigid  laws  as 
were  prefcribed  by  an  infuiting  conqueror  ;  that  we  were 
intoxicated  with  our  fuccefTes  ;  and  a  continued  ferles  of 
tic%jlcshad  elated^us  fo  far,  as  to  make  us  reject  the  rea*. 

y  a  fonable 
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fonable  conceflion  offered  by  France.  This  refufal  made  it 
evident  that  our  defign  in  ruining  the  French  power,  was 
the  more  eafily  to  crufh  Spain  ;  that  we  propofed  entirely 
to  chafe  the  French  frpm  all  their  colonies  in  America  to 
have  the  eafier  tafk  ifi  feizing  on  the  Spanifh  dominions  in 
thofe  parts,  thereby  to  fatisfy  to  the  utmoft  of  our  ambition, 
and  to  gratify  ourboundlefs  thirft  of  conqueft ;  therefore 
he  would  himfelf  be  the  man  to  adyife  the  king  of  Spain, 
that  fince  his  dominions  were  to  be  overwhelmed,  at  leaft 
that  they  {hould  be  fiezed  with  arms  in  his  fubje6ls  hands^ 
and  not  to  continue  the  paffive  victim  he  had  hitherto  ap- 
peared in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

*  The  Englifh  ambaffador,  though  aftonifhed  at  fo  extraor- 
dinary a  change  of  ftile,  replied  with  coolnefs  to  the  invec- 
fives,  and  with  firmnefs  to  the  menaces  of  the  Spanifli  mi- 
nifter;  he  obviated  tlie  objedlions  which  had  been  made, 
^nd  fupported  our  pretenfions  ;  after  anfwering  in  the  befj: 
manner  to  y/hat  M.  Wall  had  urged,  he  returned  to  his 
firft  demand,  an  explanation  concerning  the  treaty  :  as  often 
as  a  direct  anfwer  was  evaded,  the  fame  queftion  was  again 
put ;  and  at  length  the  only  reply  was,  that  th-e  king  of 
Spain  had  thought  proper  to  reneiv  his  family  compaH  \  and 
then  Mr.  Wall,  as  if  he  was  gone  farther  than  he  was  au- 
■thorifed,  {MCi^f^nXj  turned  the  difcourfe,  and  no  farther  fatifr 
faction  could  he  obtamed. 

This  revolution  in  the  appearances  of  things  in  Spain, 
was  too  intcreiling  not  to  be  immediately  communicated. 
Our  miniilry  faw  evidently,  that  the  moderation  they  had 
hitherto  difplayed,  might  be  attributed  to  fear,  and  that  the 
language  of  the  court  of  Spain  v/oujd  permit  no  doubt  of 
their  hoftile  intenfions.  Orders  v/ere  therefore  given  to 
the  earl  of  Briftoi,  conformable  to  dignity  of  the  nation, 
and  the  juflice  of  our  claim.  He  was  ordered  to  renew  his 
inftances  concerning. the  treaty  ;  to  demand  an  explanation 
with  a  proper  firmnefs,  but  without  the  mixture  of  any 
thing  which  might  irritate  ;  and  to  fignify,  that  a  peremp- 
tory refufal  to  communicate  the  treaty,  or  to  difavow  ai| 
intention  to  take  part  with  our  enemies,  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  aggreffion  on  thie  part  of  Spain,  and  an  abfo- 
}ute  declaration  of  war.  - 

Things  were  now  brought  to  a  fmgle  and  precife  point. 
The  demand  was  made  in  the  terms  of  the  order.  Then 
i\  was  that  the  pride  of  Spain. entirely  threw  of  the  remain- 

-  def 
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^er  of  that   maflc,   which  her  policy  had  perfuaded  her  to 

aflume  ;  the  fecretary,  M.  Wall,  replied,  *''  That 

^'  the  fpirit  of  haughtinefs  and  of  difcord,  which  Dec.  io« 

*'  di£lated  this  incoiifiderable  ftep,  and  which  for 

•*  the   misfortune  of  mankind  ftill  reigns  fo  much  in  the 

**  Britifh  government,  is  what  has  made  the  declaration  of 

^'  war,  and  attacked  the  king's  dignity  ;  and  that  the  Earl 

"  of  Briftol  might  return  when  and  in  what  manner  was 

*^  convenient  to  him,'* 

The  Earl  of  Briftol  parted  from  Madrid  the  17th  of  De- 
cember ;  and  thus  was  brcmght  on  a  rupture  which  has 
prodigioufly  extended  the  operations,  and  confequently  the 
jniferies  of  war,  and  threatens  to  protect  them  to  a  very- 
long  duration.  Europe  unfortunately  found  herfelf  plunged 
Jnto  the  gulph  of  a  new  war,  at  the  time  (he  hoped  to 
emerge  from  the  old  one,  and  by  the  very  means  which 
w^ere  ufed  to  draw  her  out  of  it.  A  point  of  honour  alone 
feemed  to  have  been  the  laft  and  immediate  caufe  of  the 
breach  ;  but  whoever  has  diligently  attended  to  the  Spanifli 
affairs  from  the  memorial  prefented  by  BufTy  to  the  final 
anfwer  delivered  by  Wall,  will  fee  that  the  motives  were, 
however  ill  underftood,  of  a  much  more  ferious  and  impor- 
tant nature. 

As  the  two  powers  had  now  come  to  extremities,  and  the 
Englifh  ambaftador  had  departed  from  Madrid,  the  Spanilh 
mii>ifler  alfo  quitted  London  j  but  before  his  departure  he 
left  a  paper,  in  the  nature  of  a  manifeflo,  of  very  little  im- 
portance in  point  of  argument,  but  fillc'd  with  invedtives, 
charging  the  war  on  the  haughtinefs  of  the  late  Englifh 
minifter,  and  on  the  little  refpe£l  with  which  his  court  had 
been  treated,  both  during  the  adminiftration  of  that  miniftcr^ 
and  fince  his  refignation.  That  had  the  purport  of  the 
treaty  been  defjred  in  a  manner  lefs  ofFenfive  to  the  dignity 
of  his  mailer,  it  might  as  eafily  have  been  obtained,  as  it 
coujd  have  been  juflified  ;  for  the  treaty, which  was  believ-^- 
ed  to  have  been  figned  on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  contained 
only  a  reciprocal  guaranty  of  the  dominions  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon^  but  with  this  particular 
reftridion,  that  it  fliou^  only  extend  to  the  dominions 
which  fhall  remain  to  France  after  the  prefent  war. 

It  muft  be  remarked  that,  this  paper,  whilft  it  pretends 
fo  fet  forth  the  purport  of  a  treaty  dated  the  15th  of  Auguft, 
^Oips  not  deny  the  exiftence  of  any  other  treaty,  which 

might 
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might  more  ofFenfivcly  concern  the  intereft  cf  Great  Britain. 
It  was  however  anfwered  in  every  article  with  the  utmoft 
moderation,  perfpicuity  and  force,  in  a  memorial  of  lord 
Egremont.  Herev^e  clofe  the  Spanifh  tranfaclion  ;  as  this, 
is  the  whole  of  what  belongs  properly  to  the  year  we  treat 
of.  All  that  remains  for  us  to  do,  is  to  touch  upon  the 
a.fFairs  of  the  Eaft  Indies  and  America. 

CHAP.     X. 

Blockade  of  Pcndicherry.  Diflrcfs  af  the  French,  Fleet  dif^ 
perfed  in  a  Jiorm,  Fleet  returjis,  Town  furrenders, 
Mahie  iake?t.  Enterprifcs  of  Mr.  Law,  MoguVs  army 
defeated  by  Major  Cariiac,  Nabob  of  Bengal  depofed, 
Coaft  of  Sumatra  ravaged  by  the  count  d'Eftaing,  Demi- 
nica  taken  by  lord  Rcllo  and  Sir  James  Douglas, 

Pi  F  T  E  R  the  defeat  of  the  French  near  Wandewafh, 
Jr\.  the  taking  of  the  city  of  Arcot,  and  the  redu£iion  of 
the  fortrefles  of  Chltteput  and  Carrical,  Pondichcrry  was 
the  only  fpace  of  confequence  which  remained  to  our  ene- 
mies in  India.  This  town,  beautifully  built,  ftrongly  forti- 
fied, and  four  leagues  in  circuit,  feemed  rather  the  capital 
of  a  kingdom,  than  a  trading  eftablifhmcnt.  It  is  fituated 
©n  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  about  forty  miles  from  our  fettle- 
ment  at  Madrafs,  which  in  the  days  of  its  profperity  it  ri- 
valled, if  not  exceeded  in  trade,  opulence  and  fplendor  ;  and 
it  ftill  remained  the  depofitory  of  whatever  wealth  was  left 
to  the  French,  after  the  reverfe  of  their  fortune  in  war. 

As  foon  as  the  fortrefles  adjacent  to  this  important  place 
had  been  reduced,  and  the  inland  country  brought  perfectly 
to  our  interefts  by  the  total  expulfion  of  the  French,  the 
blockade  of  Pondicherry  was  commenced  by  the  land  forces 
under  colonel  Coote,  and  the  marine  under  admiral  Stevens. 
A  regular  fiege  was  at  that  time  impradlicable  on  account 
of  the  periodical  rains,  which  were  daily  expected  ;  and 
even  under  more  favourable  circumftanccs  it  would  have 
proved  a  talk  of  infinite  difficulty  to  attempt  any  army  that 
could  be  fupported  in  India,  the  taking  of  a  place  fo  ftrongly 
fortified,  defended  by  a  good  garrifon.,  and  by  an  officer  able 
and  rcfolute,  and  whofe  pride  and  obftinacy,  fo  prejudicial 
on  all  other  occafions,  would  have  made  him,  as  in  effect 
they  did  make   hira,  p'^rfeverc  to  the  very  laft  mo*nent,  in 
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the  defence  of  the  laft  ftake,  which  the  French  had  left  in 
India. 

The  blockade  being  therefore  chofen  as  the  mofl  eligible 
for  the  time,  was  continued  with  the  beft  difpofitions,  and 
the  moft  extraordinary  patience  on  both  fides,  for  full  (even 
months.  In  this  time  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  fuHered 
forely  by  famine.  Col.  Coote,  in  order  to  augment  their 
diftrefs,  erected  batteries  at  a  diftance,  not  with  a  viev/  of 
ruining  the  walls,  but  to  harrafs  the  enemy  by  an  encreafe 
of  garrifon  duty. 

At  length  when  the  weather  appeared  fettled,  four  batte- 
ries were  raifed  at  fome  diftance  to  enfilade  the  ftreets  of 
Pondicherry,  whilft  others  were  advanced  nearer  in  order 
to  play  upon  the  works.  Thefe  operations,  though  the  fiege 
was  not  yet  formally  undertaken,  commenced  on  the  26th 
of  November,  1760,  but  as  the  feafon  of  the  rains  and  winds 
was  not  yet  quite  over,  much  was  fuffercd  from  ftorms, 
which  ruined  the  batteries  and  approaches.  They  were 
however  always  repaired  with  the  utmoft  alacrity  and  fpeed, 
and  the  fiege  fuffered  no  intermiflion.  So  that  the  befieged, 
who  eagerly  expeded  the  arrival  of  their  fleet  to  their  relief, 
were  reduced  to  the  moft  extreme  diftrefs.  They  lived  on 
camels,  elephants,  dogs,  and  cats.  The  extreme  fcarcity 
and  dearnefs  even  of  this  wretched  provifion,,  increafed  their 
mifery.  Sixteen  roupies  (half  crowns)  had  been  paid  for 
the  flefh  of  a  dog. 

In  themidft  of  this  diftrefs  their  hopes  were  fuddenly  re- 
vived, and  thofe  of  the  befiegers,  notv/ithftanding  the  pro- 
grefsthey  had  made,  almoft  totally  deprefted.  On  the  firft 
of  January  1761,  one  of  thofe  terrible  ftorms,  fo  frequent 
in  the  Indian  fea,  and  fo  ruinous,  drove  the  Englifh  fquadron 
from  before  Pondicherry,  Two  fhips  of  the  line  were 
wrecked,  and  their  crews,  with  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  men,  entirely  perifhed.  Two  others  of  the  fame  clafs 
-were  driven  afhore,  and  beat  to  pieces.  The  men  fortu- 
nately efcaped.  The  real  damage  which  our  fleet  fuftained 
on  this  occafion,  together  with  the  idea  of  a  far  greater, 
fuggefted  by  their  own  defires,  and  juftified  by  the  violence 
of  the  ftorm,  elevated  to  the  higheft  pitch  the  fpirits  of  the 
garrifon,  funk  by  difeafe,  famine,  fatigue,  and  an  uninter- 
jupted  train  of  adverfe  fortune.  General  Lally  feeipg  the 
port  "clear,  .fent  an. exprefs  without  delay  to  the  French 
agent  in* the  neighbouring  neutral  fettlements,  that  this  was 

the 
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the  time  to  throw  in  fuccours ;  he  feemed  fanguine  and  full 
of  vigour.  The  letter,'  which  was  intercepted,  is  printed 
below  (a)y  as  it  may  tend  to  furnifh  fome  idea  of  the  cha- 
ja^lter  of  this  fingular  man. 

But  admiral  Stevens,  and  thofe  who  commanded  under 
him,  exerting  themfelves  with  unparalleled  diligence  and  ce- 
lerity, appeared  again  before  Pondicherry  in  lefs  than  four     j 
days  after  the  ftorm,  with  eleven   fliips  of  the  line  and  one    / 
frigate,  and  the  blockade  was  as  compleat  as  ever.     No  (\ioi 
cours  had  been  thrown  in,  and  admiral  Stevens  in  order  to  i 
prevent  the  ill  impreflion  which  the  late  difafter  might  have  \1 
occafioned,  fent  a  mefTage   to   the  neighbouring  Dutch  and 
DanijQi  fettlements,  of  the  good  condition  and  ftrength  of 
the  remainder  of  his  fleet,  and  afTured  them  he  would  make 
prize  of  fuch  veflels  as  he  found  infringing  the  neutrality  by 
attempting  to  fupply  the  enemy. 

Notwithftanding  this  mortifying  difappointmeht,  M. 
Lally  made  no  propofal  to  furrender;  The  fiege  was  carried 
on  with  redoubled  alacrity ;  and  at  length  a  large  battery 
being  advanced  within  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the 
tampart,  a  breach  being  effeded,  and  not  more  than  one 

day's 


(a)  Tranjlation  of  an  intercepted  letter  from  general  X^^^y^  to  Mi 
Kaymond,  the  French  rtjideni  at  Pullicat,  dated  Pondicherry^ 
/A^  2</ e/ January  1761. 

Mr.  Raymond, 

n^  H  E  Englijh  fquadron  is  no  more,  Sir ;  out  of  the  twelve 
fliips  they  had  in  our  road,  feven  are  loft,  crews  and  all ; 
the  four  others  difmafted  ;  and  it  appears  there  is  no  more  than 
one  frigate  that  has  efcaped ;  therefore  don't  lofe  an  inftant  to 
itL\\6.  us  chelingoes  upon  chelingoes  loaded  with  rice  ;  the  Dutch 
ha-ve  nothing  to  fear  now  ;  belides  (according  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions) they  are  only  to  fend  us  no  provifions  themfelves,  and  wc 
are  no  more  blocked  up  by  fea. 

The  faving  ot  Pondicherry  has  been  \n  your  power  once  alrea- 
dy \  if  you  mifs  the  prefent  opportunity,  it  will  be  entirely  your 
fault ;  do  not  forget  aifo  fome  fmall  chelingoes :  offer  great  re- 
v^ards :  1  expeft  feventeen  thoufand  Morattoet  within  thefe  four 
cJ«ys.  In  Ihort,  rifque  all,  attempt  all,  force  all,  and  fend  Us  fome 
rice,  fhoald  it  be  but  half  a  garfe  at  a  time. 

Signed,  LA LL¥» 
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<iay*s  provlfion  of  any  kind  remaining,  a  fignal  was  made  for 
a  ceflation  of  arms  j  the  principal  of  the  Jefults,  together 
with  two  Civilians  came  out,  and  offered  terms  of  capi- 
tulation. The  governor  preferving  all  his  haughtinefs, 
which  neither  his  errors  nor  misfortunfs  could  in 
the  leaft  abate,  declined  to  offer  any  terms  ;  he  Jan.  15, 
fent  out  a  paper  full  of  invedives  againft  the  En- 
glifh,  for  the  breach  of  treaties  relative  to  India;  he  alledged 
that  thofe  breaches  difqualilied  him  from  propofmg  any 
terms  j  and  in  confequence  he  rather  fuifered  our  troops  to 
take  pofTeflion  of  the  place,  than  formally  furrender  it.  As 
the  governor  refufed  to  capitulate,  the  propofal  of  the  in- 
habitants was  little  regarded,  and  the  city  of  Pondicherry, 
with  a  garrifon  of  about  fourteen  hundred  European  fol- 
diers,  a  vaft  quantity  of  military  {lores,  and  great  riches, 
was  given  up  at  difcretion  to  our  vi6torious  armso 

Nothing  can  be  faid  too  highly  of  the  condu£l,  perfeve- 
rancc,  and  unanimity  of  the  land  and  fea  fervices  during  a 
tedious  fiege  and  blockade  of  eight  months,  in  a  climate  fo 
unfavourable  to  all  military  operations.  Colonel  Coote  gave 
the  final  blow  to  the  French  power  in  India  ;  he  was  now 
indifputed  mafter  of  the  rich  coafl:  of  Coromandel  ;  the 
French  power  was  wholly  extirpated  j  the  neutral  nations 
were  contemptible  ;  the  princes  of  the  country  confidered 
us  with  an  aweful  regard,  and  nothing  but  a  little  French 
fettlement  on  the  coafl  of  Malabar,  called  Mahie,  (and 
which  was  foon  after  reduced)  oppofed  our  commanding  the 
whole  trade  of  that  vaft  peninfula  of  India  from  the  Ganges 
to  the  Indies,  the  mofl  extenfive  and  profitable  fphere  of 
Commerce  in  the  world. 

Whiifl  every  thing  was  giving  way  to  our  arms  in  the 
fouthern  parts  of  this  peninfula,  the  affairs  of  France,  which 
in  Bengal  had  been  to  all  appearance  totally  fuppreffed,  rofe 
up  again  for  a  moment  from  a  quarter,  and  in  a  manner, 
which  was  little  expecSled.  After  the  taking  of  Chandena- 
gore  by  admiral  Watfon  in  the  year  1757,  Mr.  Law,  {ne- 
phev/  to  that  Law  v/ho  had  made  himfelf  fo  well  known  by 
the  Milfifippi  fcheme)  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  party  of 
French  fugitives,  which  was  augmented  from  time  to  time 
to  about  two  hundred  mea.  With  this  fmali  party  he 
threw  himfelf  into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and  joining 
himfelf  fometimes  to  one^  fometimes  to  another  of  the  na- 
tive princes,  as  his  intereft  led  him  i  he  rendered  himfelf 
Z  confiderablr 
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confiderable  by  feveral  ftrlking  fervices,  and  fupported  the 
credit  of  his  little  corps  with  a  very  high  reputation. 

The  Great  Mogul  having  fome  time  fince  been  depofed 
by  an  irruption  of  the  Marrattas,  and  dying  foon  after,"  one 
of  his  fons,  Sha  Zaddah,  afTumed  the  title,  and  was  fup- 
ported by  fome  of  the  provinces  of  that  extenfive  and  dif-r 
united  empire  ;  he  was  oppofed  by  others  ;  and  though  he 
ivas  at  the  head  of  a  royal  army  of  his  native  fubjecls, 
fuch  is  the  ftate  of  the  military  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
that  he  confidered  an  handful  of  European  fugitives,  as  an 
acquifition  of  the  greateft  importance,  and  fuch  as  m.ight 
turn  the  ballance  againft  any  weight  of  Indians,  which 
might  be  thrown  into  the  oppofite  fcale.  In  faft,  it  was  to 
Mr.  Law  he  attributed  the  reduction  of  feveral  confiderable 
provinces  to  his  obedience. 

Elated  with  thefe  fuccelles.  Law  perfuaded  him  to  turn 
his  arms  againft  Bengal,  which  had  not  acknowledged  him  ; 
it  was  a  rich  and  flourifhing  country,  and  the  pofleffion  of 
it,  would  undoubtedly  contribute  more  than  all  the  reft  to 
fet  him  on  the  throne  of  the  Moguls.  Here,  unfortunately 
for  him  the  evil  genius  of  Law  impelled  him  to  encounter 
again  with  thofe  arms,  by  which  the  intereft  of  his  country 
had  been  before  ruined  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  which 
indeed  were  thofe  only,  from  which  he  had  a  great  deal  to 
fear.  Sha  Zaddah  entered  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  at  the 
head  of  an  army  of  80,000  Indians  and  fomething  more 
than  200  French. 

■     The  French  lupport  was  mere  prejudicial  to  his  title  in 

the  eyes  of  the  Englifh,  than    any  other  objection,  and  as 

they  were  now  become  the  arbiters  of  crowns   in  the  Eaft, 

^thcy  joined   the  Nabob  of  Bengal  to  oppofe  his  progrefs. 

'About    20,000  blacks    fupported  by  500  Englifh  foldiers, 

'formed  the    army  againft  him.     A  major  (major  Carnac) 

commanded  that  body,  which   engaged,  and  totally  routed 

an   army  of  fourfcore    thoufand  men,   commanded  by  the 

Mogul  In  perfon.     That  prince  was  taken  prlfonerj  Mr. 

T>aw  V/2S  alio  taken,  and  the  party  of  French  adventurers 

.  difperfed  for  ever.     It  is  not  yet  known  with  certainty,  in 

wh:it  manner  they  mean  to  difpofe  of  their  captive  monarch. 

It  was   fome   heightening  to   the  fatlsfaction  of  this  great 

f  vetit,  that  it  happened  on  the  fame  day  in  which  the  French 

■^.o-rccd  to  the  furrcndcr  of  Pondichcrry. 

.    'A   little   before  this,  Jafiicr  Ali  Cav/n,  the  Nabob  who. 
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in  1757,  had  been  placed  in  that  dignity  by  general  Clive, 
notwithf^auding  thaterrifying  example  of  his  predeccfTor, 
by  his  wcaknefs  and  milgovernment,  drew  on  hlmfelf  the 
hatred  of  his  fubje6ls,  and  loft  the  prote6tion  of  the  Englifli. 
But  as  his  ambition  was  the  feebleft  of  his  paffions,  he  con- 
fented  quietly  to  quit  the  throne.  The  revolution  was  ef- 
fected without  bloodflied,  his  fon-in-law  was  appointed  in 
his  room  ;  and  as  the  whole  tranfadion  was  with  the  con- 
lent  and  co-operation  of  the  Englifh  governor  Vanfittart> 
the  old  privileges  of  the  company  were  confirmed,  and  new 
were  acquired  :  the  Englifh  in  Bengal  were  become  necefTary 
to  the  government  of  that  country,  and  every  change  pro- 
duced fomething  to  their  advantage. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  period  of  this  war  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, has  been  marked  by  as  many  ftriking  events,  uncom- 
mon circumftances,  and  fingular  reverfes  of  fortune,  as  any 
that  have  happened  from  the  time  of  our  knowledge  of  this 
part  of  the  world. 

It  can  hardly  be  faid,  that  this  feries  of  profperity  was 
interrupted  by  the  fuccefsful  attempts  of  the  count  d'Eliaign. 
This  lively  adventurer,  with  the  command  of  no  more  than 
two  ordinary  frigates,  had  in  Odober  1759,  taken  and  de- 
ftroyed,the  Englifn  fettlement  of  Bender- Abaffi,  on  the  I^* 
flan  guiph  ;  he  then  ftruck  over  to  the  ifiand  of  Sumatra, 
where  we  carry  on  our  moft  confiderable  commerce  in  pep- 
per ;  and  before  the  end  of  the  following  April,  reduced 
Bencoolen,  the  principal  fettlement,  and  all  the  reft  of  our 
forts  and  fa6tories  on  that  ifiand,  which  made  a  defence  al- 
together a^s  unworthy  of  the  reft  of  our  conducl  in  Iiudia,  as 
that  of  the  count  d'Eftaign  was  fuperior  to  the  efforts  of  his 
countrymen  in  that  quarter.  This  bold  adventurer,  how- 
ever, could  not  derive  fo  rtiuch  honour  from"  the  vigour  of 
his  enterprize,  as  difgrace  from  having  made  them  againft 
the  moft  facred'law  of  arms  :  if  whafis  faid  is  true.^  that  he 
was  at  the  very  time  a  prifoner  upon  parole. 

In  America  the  ifiand  of  Dominica,  one  of  thofe  illands 
called  Neutral,  but  wtich  the  French  had  fortified  "and  fet- 
tled, was  reduced  by  a  fmall  armament  under  lord  Rollo 
and  Sir  James  Douglas.  North  America  was  perfe(5tly 
quieted  by  a  peace  with  the  Cherokecs.  Colonel  Grant 
reduced  them  to  this  necellity,  by  penetrating  v^ith  great 
courage  and  perfeverance  into  their  country,  and  -deftrbylng 
fifteen  of  their  towns,  and  almoft  their  v/hole  harveft. 

Z  2  THE 
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C  H  A  F.    I. 

St0e  of  Europe  in  the  heginning  of  this  y£ar:  HI  fiaU  of 
the  Britijh  ,^Uiance.  Condition  of  the  northern  powers. 
War  reaehes  to  the  fouthern.  Family  compaSl^  Some 
articles  from  it.  Obfervations  upon  them.  Confequen^ 
ces  of  this  treaty  to  Europe.  War  declared  againji  Spain, 
$tair  of  Spain  and  Great  Britain  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  between  them,  Advantages  end  dJfadvcnitages  on 
each  fide, 

THE  clofe  of  the  year  1761  left  the  afFaii-s  of  all  Eu- 
rope, both  military  and  political,  in  the  mcft  in- 
terefting  fituatiqn,  in  which  they  have  ftood,  at 
perhaps  any  period  of  our  modern  hiftory.  The  endea- 
vours which  had  been  made  to  bring  about  peace  amongft 
the   belligerent  powers,  fervcd   only  to  increafe  their  ani- 

mofuy^ 
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inofity.  And  at  the  fame  time  they  brought  into  light  and 
exertion,  thofe  latent  motives  and  difpofitions  to  war,  which 
had  long  lurked  in  other  powers  under  the  veil  of  neutrali- 
ty ;  and  had  only  been  kept  down  fometimes  by  irrefoluti- 
on  of  temper  in  perfons,  and  fometimes  by  want  of  fyftem 
in  politics.  Thefe  inefFe6lual  endeavours  for  peace  produ- 
ced alfo  many  occafions  of  quairel  and  debate,  that  were 
^bfolutely  new. 

To  the  north  there  was  no  appearance  of  relenting  in  any 
one  of  the  powers  engaged.  It  was  not  to  be  expedied, 
that  the  confederacy,  which  had  held  together  fo  long,  and 
tinder  fuch  difficulties  and  disappointments,  fhould  nov/ 
break  to  pieces,  juft  at  the  moment  when  the  ftates  which 
compofed  it  feemed  in  a  condition  to  reap  the  mature  fruits 
of  their  unanimity  and  perfeverance.  The  king  of  PruiTia 
was  not  in  a  ftate  either  to  allure  or  to  intimidate.  Great 
Britain,  could  not  increafe  his  fubfidy,  nor  reinforce  his  ar- 
mies. The  allied  army  in  Weftphaiia  played  a  defenfive, 
and,  on  the  whole  of  the  campaign,  a  lofing  game  ;  and 
there  was  nobody  fo  fanguine  as  to  think  that  Great  Bri- 
tain could  increafe  her  ftrength  in  Germany,  v/here  fhe 
paid  already  ioo>ooo  men,  and  expended  five  millions  an- 
nually. 

Although  nothing  feems  more  certain  in  a  genenil  view 
of  the  political  fyftem,  than  that  the  king  of  Pruilia  is  not 
the  natural  and  neceflary  ally  of  this  nation ;  yet  his  fortune 
neither  was,  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  war,  nor  is  it  now 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  us. 

The  late  Mr.  Shippln  was  of  opinion,  that  the  pov^er  of 
France  was  become  an  object  6f  much  lefs  terror  fince  the 
growth  of  the  power  of  Ruffia.  But  he  never  imagined  it 
pofTible,  that  all  the  great  continental  powers  of  Europe 
ihou^ld  ever  be  united  with  France  ;  and  that  they  fhould 
^onfpire  to  load  her  fcale  inftead  of  ballancing  it.  He  never 
could  forefee,  what  has  adtually  happened  in  this  war,  that 
this  very  power  of  Ruflia  could  co-operate  with  France, 
and  even  with  Sweden ;  and  what  is  full  as  extraordinary, 
that  bath  thefe  latter  could  co-operate  with  Auftria  to  de- 
ftroy  in  effect  the  fyftem,  which  had  been  eftablifhed  by 
the  treaty  of  Weftphaiia;  that  fyftem,  which  it  had  been 
the  great  drift  of  policy,  and  the  great  object  of  war  to 
both  France  and  Sweden  in  the  laft  century  to  eftabliih  and 
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to  confirm,  and  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  conftantly  to  op- 
pofe.  The  deftru6tion  of  the  king  of  PrufTia  feemed  to  in- 
clude the  deftruilion  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia ;  becaufe 
he  is  the  only  power  in  the  empire  capable  of  aflerting  the 
independency  of  its  members,  and  fupporting  the  declining 
credit  of  the  Proteftant  caufe. 

The  total  ruin  of  Saxony,  with  fuch  circumftances  of 
unpardonable  cruelty  by  that  prince  himfelf,  and  the  ex-» 
haufted  ftate  of  all  the  other  Proteftant  members  of  the 
empire,  have  narrowed  that  intereft  more  and  more  to  thd 
f?ngle  obje*Slof  PrufHa.  As  this  intereft:  was  firft  formed 
in  the  empire,  fo  its  condition  there  cannot  fail  of  having 
the  moll  fenfible  influence  on  all  the  potentates  of  the  fame 
communi®n.  Even  in  this  light,  England  had  an  intereftl 
that  the  king  of  PrufHa  jQiould  not  be  entirely  crufhed  by 
the  prevalence  of  a  combination  compofed  in  fo  extraordi- 
nary a  manner,  that  its  fuccefs  muft  neceflarily  produce  a 
total  revolution  in  the  fyftem  of  Europe,  and  draw  on  i 
feries  of  confequences,  which,  though  it  is  impoffible  to 
particularize,  muft  have  undoubtedlv  been  of  the  moft  im- 
portant and  alarming  nature. 

But  there  was  an  intereft  yet  nearer  to  us,  the  fate  of 
our  ov/n  army  in  Germany,  which  could  not  furvive  the 
deftruclion  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  for  an  hour,  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances rendered  the  profpeft  of  the  campaign  in  Ger- 
many very  gloomy  ;  as  there  was  no  fort  of  ground  to  fup^ 
pofe  that  this  prince,  upon  whofe  fate  fo  many  important 
interefts  immediately  depended,  could  hold  out  to  the  mid* 
die  of  fummer.  Befidcs,  Denmark  fliewed  no  favourable" 
difpofitions  towards  us ;  and  Holland  difcovered  evident 
marks  ofcoldnefs,  if  not  of  abfolute  alienation.  Such  was 
the  difpofition  of  the  powers  in  the  north. 

The  fouthern  powers  of  Europe,  whofe  total  inconriec- 
tion  with  the  caufes,  and  whofe  great  remotenefs  from  the 
feat  of  war  might  appear  fufficient  to  enfure  their  tranquil- 
lity, began  to  enter  into  a(Sl ion  with  a  fpirit  equal  to  thatdf 
any  of  the  parties,  who  had  from  the  beginning  afted  as 
principals  ;  new  fewel  was  heaped  upon  the  fire  of  conten- 
tion, which  had  wafted  fo  many  nations,  juft  as  it  feemed 
to  be  on  the  point  of  expiring. 

That  alliance  between  the  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  of  which  we  have  fpokcn  laft  year,  and  which  }$ 
fo  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Family  Compact,  is   one 
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of  the  mod  extraordinary  tranfactlons  of  th«is,  or,  perhaps, 
of  any  time,  It  has  already  produced  fome  ciFe6ls  anfwex- 
able  to  its  defign  ;  it  may  produce  others  ftill  more  impor- 
tant;  and  on  the  whole  muft  be  confidered  as  an  event  of 
the  moft  extenfive,  lalHng,  and  alarming  influence. 

The  treaty  of  Vienna  in  1756,  between  France  and 
Auftria,  has  certainly  contributed  not  a  little  to  give  that 
hew  turn  to  affairs,  by  which  almoft  all  the  difcourfes, 
that  have  hitherto  been  written  on  the  interefts  of  princes, 
are  rendered  erroneous,  and  of  little  ufe  in  future  fpecula- 
tions.  That  treaty,  however,  though  it  feems  entirely  to 
have  disjointed  the  antient  fyftem  of  alliance  by  which 
France  was  formerly  counterpoifed,  may,  poiTibly,  not  be 
£0  much  a  lafling  change,  as  a  temporary  and  excentricde- . 
viation  from  the  fphere  in  which  the  houfe  of  Auftria  had 
formerly  moved,  and  into  which  it  feems  fo  futiable  to  her 
natural  and  permanent  intereft  to  return.  The  Bourbon 
compa6l  is  of  a  different  nature;  and  it  feems  to  have  at 
length  produced  that  intire  union  between  the  French  and 
Spanifh  monarchies,  which  was  fo  much  dreaded  on  the 
death  of  Charles  IL  and  which  it  was  the  great  purpofe  of 
the  treaty  of  partition,  and  the  war  of  the  grand  alliance 
to  prevent.  We  have  feen  it  take  place  in  our  days,  com- 
paratively with  very  little  notice  *,  fo  much  greater  is  our 
prefent  ftrength  ;  or  fo  much  greater  was  the  apprehenh- 
on  in  thofe  days,  than  the  danger  of  the  a6lual  event  iifthc 
prefent. 

It  was  a  bold  pufii  in  France  to  attempt,  and  an  uncom- 
mon fuccefs  to  procure,  towards  the  clofe  of  an  unfortu- 
nate and  difgraccful  war,  an  alliance  of  this  kind.  France 
could  not  have  expected  from  the  moft  fortunate  iffue  of  her 
affairs,  an  advantage  fo  great  as  that  which  Vne  derived 
from  her  uncom^mon  diftrefTes.  It  is  fome  time  fince  the 
jealoufyof  her;f)ower  has  began  to  abate.  But  in  fact  her 
fecurity,  and  ^obably  too  her  power,  will  be  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  this  very  circumftance.  Inftead  of  forming  fuch 
an  obje<Sl  as  alarmed  mankind,  and  againft  which  all  Eu- 
rope ufed  to  unite,  fhe  is  herfelf  become  the  centre  of  an 
alliance,  which  extends  from  the  northern  to  the  fouthern 
extemity  of  Europe ;  and  fhe  was  in  this  w^ar,  aftually 
united  with  RufTia,  Sweden,  Auftria,  the  Empire,  Spain, 
and  Naples  ;  to  fay  nothing  of  Denmark,  with  which  fhe 
had  alfo  fome  connexions. 
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WitK  other  nations,  however,  her  ties  are  comparative- 
ly fligfet :  but  the  engagements  of  the  Bourbon  compa£l 
^rm  rather  an  acl  of  incorporation  than  an  alliance.  It 
contains  ftipulations  hitherto  unheard  of  in  any  treaty.  By 
the  23d  and  24th  articles,  the  fubjeils  of  the  feveral  branch- 
es of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  are  admitted  to  a  mutual  natu- 
ralization, and  to  a  participation  of  fuch  privileges  and  im- 
munities, as  if  they  were  natural  born  fubje<^s  of  the  coun- 
tries of  their  refpedive  fovereigns.  The  diredl  trade  to 
America  forms  the  only  exception  to  this  comprehenfive 
communitiveof  interefts.  The  tenor  of  this  article  is  of  in- 
finite confequence  to  the  general  trading  intereft  of  Europe; 
ail  theftates  of  which,  by  the  25th  article  of  the  fame  al- 
liance, are  excluded  from  any  profpecl  of  obtaining  firhilar 
advantages. 

This  forms  a  civil  union  in  almoft  the  flri£l:e{l  fenfe  ;  the 
political  union  is  even  more  perfecS^.  By  the  ift  and  i6th 
articles,  the  tv/o  monarchs  of  France  and  Spain  agree  to 
look  upon  every  pov/er  as  their  enemy,  v/hich  becomes  an 
enemy  of  the  other  ;  that  a  war  declared  againft  either, 
{hall  be  regarded  as  perfonal  by  the  other  ;  and  that,  v/hen 
they  happen  to  be  both  engaged  in  a  war  againft  the  fame 
e'nemy  or  enemies,  they  will  wage  it  jointly  with  their 
whole  forces  ;  and  that  their  military  operations  fhall  pro- 
ceed   by  common  confent  and   with  a   perfect  agreement. 

By  the  26th  article,  they  agree  reciprocally  to  difclofe 
to  each  other  their  alliances  and  negotiations. 

By  the  17th  and  i8th,  they  formally  engage  not  to  make, 
or  even  to  liften,  to  any  propofal  of  peace  from  their  com- 
mon enemies,  but  by  mutual  confent ;  being  refolved,  in 
time  of  peace  as  well  as  in  time  of  war,  each  mutually  to  con^ 
fider  the  interejls  of  the  allied  crown  as  its  own  ;  to  compen" 
fate  their  feveral  loffes  and  advantages^  and  to  a6i  as  if  the  two 
tnonarchies  formed  only  one  and  the  fame  power.  The  king  of 
the  Sicilies,  and  the  infant  duke  of  Parma  are  comprehend- 
ed in  this  treatyl 

Here  is  the  model  of  the  moft  perfe£l  confederacy. 
There  is  but  one  reftri«£lIori  to  the  extent  of  this'  fcheme  ; 
but  this  particular  reftriilion  is  a  key  to  the  whole  treaty  ; 
as  it  (hews,  in  the  mod  fatisfailory  manner  againft  what 
obj eft  it  was  principally  dire6led.  ]For  by  the  8th  article  it 
is  provided,  that  Spain  fliall  not  be  bound  to fuccour  France, 
when  Ihe  is  engaged  in  a  war  in  confequence  of  her  engage* 
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ments  by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  or  other  alliances  with 
the  princes  and  ftates  of  Germany  and  the  north,  unlefs 
fome  ?naritime  power'  takes  part  hi  thofe  wars^  or  France 
be  attacked  by  land  in  her  own  country.  This  exception 
of  the  maritime  powers  indicates  fufficiently  that  the  ten- 
dency of  this  article  is  to  afFedt  England,  and  ferves  to  point 
out  clearly,  though  obliquely,  to  the  other  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, that  their  connexion  with  England  is  the  great  cir- 
cumftance  which  is  to  provoke  the  enmJty  of  Spain. 

It  fliould  feem  that  this  treaty  alone,  when  once  its  true 
nature  came  to  be  difcovered,  if  no  other  caufe  exiftedj 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  juftify  Great  Britain  in  a  de- 
claration of  war  againft  a  monarchy,  which  had  united  it- 
felf  in  fo  intimate  a  manner  with  her  enemy,  that  it  was 
rendered  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  the  one  from  the  other. 
In  this  point,  however,  prudence  was  to  interpofe,  and 
circumftances  to  direct.  It  was  not  therefore,  untill  eve- 
ry attempt  to  bring  Spain  to  a  clear  declaration  of  pacific 
intentions  had  been  tried  without  fuccefs,  in  the  manner 
fhe  have  already  feen,  that  war  was  aftually  declared  againft 
her.  This  declaration  was  made,  on  our  part,  in  London, 
the  2d  of  January  of  the  prefent   year. 

Since  Great  Britain  was  a  kingdom,  {he  never  was  in 
fuch  a  doubtful  and  dangerous  fituation  ;  for  at  this  time 
we  was  engaged,  dire6lly  or  indiredly,  in  a  v/ar,  not  only 
with  all  the  great  continental  powers,  but,  what  is  more 
material,  with  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  maritime 
llrength  of  Europe.  According  to  the  ordinary  computa- 
tions, the  navy  of  Spain  confifted  of  more  than  100  men 
of  war  ;  and  though  the  French  navy  v/as  greatly  reduced, 
it  became  of  confideration  when  added  to  the  Spanifh. 
Great  efforts  were  made  to  render  it  refpeclable.  Several 
communities  in  France  engaged  to  fit  out  men  of  war  at 
their  own  expence  ;  and  in  general  that  whole  people  felt, 
after  having  been  funk  under  a  long  defpondency,  a  momen- 
tary glow  of  hope  and  animation  from  this  alliance,  fo  pow- 
erful in  its  real  ftrength,  and  in  its  principals  fo  flattering 
to  the  national  vanit)\  The  glory  of  their  royal  houfe,  was, 
on  this  occufion,  united  with  the  fafety  of  their  country. 
They  were  reinforced  by  the  moft  cordial  amity  of  a  power 
untouched  in  its  refources  of  men,  money,  and  ftores  ; 
whilft  Great  Britain  v/as  exhaufted  of  men   by   her   many 
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viclories,  and  her  refources  were  finking  under  a   debt   of 
more  than  one  hundred  millions. 

Bcfides  a  rude  fhock  had  been  lately  given  to  the  fyftem 
of  the  Englifh  miniftry,  which  might  be  fuppofed,  in  fome 
degree,  likely  to  afte6l  public  credit.  The  part  which  Mr. 
Pitt  might  finally  take,  and  the  confequences  which  might 
refult  from  his  a6tions,  were  extremely  undetermined  ;  nor 
was  it  at  all  clear,  what  degree  of  harmony  and  real  confi- 
dence continued  amongft  the  feveral  parts  of  the  fubfifting 
adminiftration.  All  thefe  confiderations  could  not  fail  of 
infpiring  France  with  great  confidence. 

Great  Britain,  under  thefe  circumftances,  had,  however, 
fome  things  in  her  favour.  The  hope  of  plunder  which 
always  attends  a  Spanifli  war,  difpofed  the  minds  of  many 
towards  the  pre  fen  t ;  and  was  fure  to  call  forth  a  very  vigo- 
rous exertion  both  of  public  and  private  ftrength.  This 
circumftancealfo  infured  the  fupplies. 

With  regard  to  the  adminiftration,  their  delay  in  entering 
into  this  Spanifli  war,  contrary  to  the  ideas  of  Mr.  Pitt3 
his  refignation  in  confequence  of  this  delay  ;  the  neceflity, 
which  fo  foon  after  appeared,  of  engaging  in  hoftilities, 
and  which,  to  the  bulk  of  the  people,  feemed  to  juftify  the 
fentiments  of  that  minifter,  together  with  a  recolle^lion  of 
the  fingularfpirit  with  which  the  French  war  had  been  car- 
ried on,  muft  neceffarily  have  excited  them  to  the  moft 
ilrenous  efforts,  and  to  every  aft  of  laudable  emulation. 
There  was  a  neceffity  of  fhewing,  that  the  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  wifdom  of  its  councils,,  were  not  confined  to 
a  fingle    man  ;  and  it  was  fhewn  effectually. 

V/e  had  alfo,  to  ballancethe  great  ftrength  derived  from 
the  extraordinary  combination  of  our  enemies,  that  uni- 
form tenor  of  fuccels  on  oiir  fide,  which  made  our  people 
believe  themfelves  invincible.  This  was  not  an  unground- 
ed prefumption,  or  a  dream  of  enthufiafm  ;  their  juit  opini- 
on of  fuperior  courage,  together  with  the  folid  experience 
derived  from  fuch  a  variety  of  fervices,  and  fo  many  fharp 
conflids  by  fea,  and  land,  all  combined  to  make  our  forces 
feem,  and  be,  almoil  irrefiftible. 

Spain,  on  the  other  hand,  had,  in  the  very  conftitution 
of  her  power,  an  effential  dcfeft,  which  expofed  her  on 
this,  as  upon  all  other  occafions.  Her  refources,  though 
very  great,  are  not  within  herfelf ;  and  confcquently  aie 
not  aiways  at  her  command,  being  fubjeft   not  only  to  be 
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intercepted  by  the  operations  of  the  war,  but  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  or  loft  by  the  cafualty  of  long  voyages  ;  and^  in. 
every  event,  are  liable  to  delay  and  difappointment. 

CHAP.     11. 

Portugal  threatened.  Melancholy  Jlate  of  that  kingdojji. . 
Arrogant  propofttion  of  the  French  and  Span'ifh  mhiifters 
to  the  court  of  Lifhon.  Anfiwr  of  that  court.  Several 
jnemorials.  Refolution  of  the  king  of  Portugal.  French 
and  Spanijh  jmnifters  depart.  IVar  declared  ly  thofe 
powers   againji  Portugal, 

SUCH  was  our  fituation,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  at 
the  breaking  out  of  this  new  war.  Something  extraor- 
dinary was  to  be  expelled  from  the  confederacy  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  It  was  not,  however,  altogether  cer- 
tain where  the  ftorm.,  that  was  gathering,  would  fall. 
There  were  apprehenfions  for  the  peace  of  Italy  ;  Holland 
had  fome  caufe  of  dread  ;  and  menaces  were  ufed  in  that 
quarter.  But  Portugal  feemed  to  be  moft  endangered,  on 
account  of  her  clofe  and  natural  connection  with  Great 
Britain,  her  internal  weaknefs,  the  antient  claims  of  the 
Catholic  king,  and  the  opportunity  of  invafion ;  that 
kingdom  being  on  all  fides,  except  to  the  fea,  in  a  manner 
inclofed  by  Spain. 

Public  conjecture  was  not  miftaken  in  fixing  upon  Por- 
tugal. No  mention  was  made,  indeed,  of  the  Spaniih  pre- 
tenfions  to  that  crown  ;  but  a  refolution  was  taken  not  only 
to  oblige  her  to  renounce  all  friendlhip,  but  to  violate  her 
neutrality  with  Great  Britain. 

No  attempt  was  ever  defigned  with  lefs  appearance  of 
juftice  ;  no  propofition  was  ever  made  with  more  arrogance 
and  defpotifm  to  an  independent  fovereign  ;  and  no  fchemc 
feemed,  according  to  every  human  appearance,  fo  certain 
of  fuccefs. 

The  kingdom  of  Portugal,  on  the  recovery  of  her  li- 
berty;  which  happened  in  the  year  1640,  found  herfelf 
ftripped  of  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  acquifitions,  in  both 
Indies,  which  had  been  the  principal  fources  of  her  power, 
and  the  great  monuments  of  the  captivity  of  her  former 
kings  and  commanders.  »  During  the  interval  of  her  fub- 
jedion,  new  commerical  powers  had    rifen,  fome  on   the 
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ruins  of  her  fortune,  and  others  upon  different  but  not  lefs 
fubftantial  foundations,  though  the  Brazils  were  recover- 
ed, and  Gja  and  fome  other  places  in  India  remained  ftill 
to  Portugal,  her  maritime  power,  and  the  fhare  of  trade, 
on  which  it  depended,  were  not  recoverable.  Contrary  to 
the  fate  of  other  nations,  who  have  {haken  off  a  foreign  do- 
minion, fhe  did  not  owe  her  liberty  to  great  abilities, 
WhiliL  the  United  Provinces  were  Mrft  freed,  and  after- 
wards aggrandized,  by  the  capacity  of  the  princes  of 
Orange,  and  whilft  Pruilia,  from  an  inconfiderable  and  de- 
pendent principality,  grev/  into  a  formidable  monarchy  by 
the  genuis  of  her  lovereigns,  Portugal  continued  to  lan- 
guifh  in  a  ftate  of  mediocrity.  Without  any  fymptoms  of 
danger  to  her  exiftence,  fhe  fuffered  a  gradual  decay  of  her 
power  and  confideration.  The  character  of  her  govern- 
Kicnt  vv^as  narrow  and  biggoted,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  her 
commerce  prepofterous.  if,  on  the  one  hand,  a  long  peace 
jidded  to  the  refources  of  her  revenue,  it,  on  the  other, 
abfolutely  annihilated  her  military ;  and  no  country  in  the 
world  had  an  army  fo  complete  in  numbers,  fo  ill  furnifh- 
ed  with  arms,  fo  deficient  in  difcipline,  and  fo  wholly  un- 
provided of  able  and  experienced  oiEcers. 

In  this  condition  fhe  fuffered  a  fatal  blow  from  the  earth- 
quake in  1 756.  The  wealthy  and  flourifhing  city  of  Lifbou 
was  laid  level  with  the  ground  ;  near  30,000  of  the  inha- 
bitants v/ere  buried  in  the  ruins  ;  and  thofe  who  remained^ 
with  the  court  itfclf,  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft  diftrefs 
and  mifcry. 

As  if  this  earthquake,  which  overturned  their  capital, 
had  alfo  fhaken  and  deftra£led  the  frame  of  their  government, 
and  the  temper  of  their  m.inds,  the  mofl  dreadful  diftempers 
broke  out  in  the  ftate,  A  fcries  of  horrid  crimen,  and  of 
cruel  punifhments,  fucceeded  to  this  calamity.  The  moft 
noble  and  wealthy  family  of  Portugal,  having  engaged  it- 
felf  in  a  facrilegious  attempt  on  the  life  of  their  fovereign^ 
was  cutoff  at  once,  with  little  diftindlion  of  fex  or  age,  by 
a  bloody  and  dreadful  exertion  of  juftice.  Many  others, 
who  were  accufcd  or  fufpeded,  fuffered  death,  or  exile, 
or  imprifonment.  Amongfl  thefe,  and  from  the  fame  cau- 
fcs^  one  of  the  mofl  confiderable  religious  orders  for  wealth, 
influence,  and  policy,  was  flripped  of  its  poffcffions,  and 
ijuirelydiiven  out  of  the  country. 

All  thefe  circumftaaces  left  this  unhappy  kimgdom  In  the- 

utmoft 
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utmoil  weaknefs  and  confufion.  All  thofe,  and  they  were 
not  a  few,  who  were  attached  by  conne6lion  of  blood  or 
jntereft  to  the  nobles  that  had  fuffered,  or  by  religious  pre- 
judice to  the  Jefuits  who  had  been  expelled,  could  never 
be  cordially  relied  upon  by  the  crown,  and  were  probably 
as  little  inclined  to  any  extraordinary  eftbrts  in  favour  of  a 
government,  which  their  refentments  muft  have  reprefent- 
ed  to  them  as  no  better  than  a  bloody  tyranny. 

The  Bourbon  confederacy  had  fome  ground  to  fuppofs 
that  Portugal,  in  this  fituation,  would  not  have  courage  to 
withftand  their  menaces,  and  rr.uch  lefs  ability  for  any  long 
time  to  refift  their  efforts.  The  Spanifn  army  overfpread 
the  frontiers  of  Portugal ;  the  commerce  of  corn  between 
the  two  kingdoms  was  prohibited,  and  every  thing  threat- 
ened a  fudden  invafion.  In  the  midft  of  thefe 
hoftile  preparations,  the  French  and  Spanifh  mi-  Mar,  6* 
nifters  prefented  a  joint  memorial  to  the  court  of 
Lilbon  which  was  followed  by  feveral  others.  The  pur- 
port of  thefe  memorials  was  to  perfuade  his  moft  faithful 
majefty  to  enter  into  the  alliance,  and  co-operate  in  the 
meafures  of  the  two  crov/ns,  againft  Great  Britain. 

It  was  not  eafy  to  find  very  convincing  arguments  to  in- 
duce Portugal  to  adopt  fo  extraordinary  a  change  of  fyftem. 
The  united  crowns,  in  a  memorial  which  was  figned  by 
the  ambafladors  of  both,  infifted  largely  on  the  tyranny 
which  Great  Britain  exerted  upon  all  powers,  efpecially  the 
maritime,  and  upon  Portugal  among  the  reft  j  on  the  par- 
ticular infult  which  had  been  offered  to  her  jurifdi<£lion,  by 
Bofcawen's  attack  on  de  la  Clue's  fquadron  in  a  Portuguele 
harbour  j  on  that  affinity,  by  which  the  two  monarchs  of, 
Spain  and  Portugal  are  as  clofely  connected  by  the  ties  of 
blood,  as  all  powers  are  by  a  common  intereft,  to  oppofc 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  the  Englifh. 

Whatever  thefe  arguments  were  deficient  in  reafon,  was 
made  up  by  a  flrong  infmuation  of  force.  The  memorial 
concluded  with  a  declaration,  that,  as  foon  as  his  moft  faith- 
ful majefty  had  taken  his  refolution,  which  they  doubted 
not  would  prove  favourable,  their  army  was  ready  to  enter 
Portugal,  and  to  garrifon  the  principal  ports  of  that  king- 
dom, in  order  to  prevent  the  dangers  to  which  they  might 
be  expofed  from  the  attempts  of  the  Englifh. 

The  two  minifters  added  to  this  extraordinary  memori- 
al^ that  they  were  ordered  by  their  courts  to  demand  a  ca- 
tegorical 
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tegorical  anfwer  in  four  davs  ;  and  that  any  delay,  beyond ' 
that  time,  Ihould  be  confidered  as  a  negative. 

The  fituation  of  Portugal  was  at  this  time  certainly  v/or- 
thy  of  compaiPxon.     If,  contrary    to   her  known  interefts,  . 
contrary   to   her  antient  connedtions,  and  to    the   faith  of  ■ 
treaties,  fhe  fhould  engage    in  this  ofFenfive  alliance,  fhe 
muft  €xpe£l  to  fee  her  tenitories  and  her  colonies  expofed 
to  the  formidable  navies  of  England.     This  however  dan-- 
gerous    condefcenfion  was   not   to   fecure  her,  by  her  own 
acl,  fhe  would  have  put  herfelf,   Ipound  hand  and  foot,  into " 
the  power  of  the  Bourbon   alliance;  and    having  received 
foreign   garrifons    into  all  her  places   of   ftrength,    would 
Kave  reduced  herfelf  to  the  condition  of  a  province  to  Spain. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  fhe  adhered    to    her  faith,  and  at- 
tempted to   maintain  her   independency,  an  army  of  fixty 
thoufand    men  was    ready  to    enter  her  territories,  which 
contained  no  place   of  real  ftrength,   and  which  had  not 
twenty  thoufand   troops,  and   thofe  ill    armed,  and  worfe 
difciplined,  to  defend  it. 

In  this  emergency,  the  firmnefs  of  the  king  of  Portugal 
was  eminent,  and  fuch  as  muft  deliver  his  name  to  pofterity 
with  the  moft  diftinguiftied  advantage.  He  refolved  ftea- 
dily  to  adhere  to  his  antient  and  natural  alliance,  and  to 
brave  all  dangers  and  difficulties,  that  he  might  preferve 
his  fidelity  inviolable ;  following  that  generous  maxim  of 
king  John  of  France,  that  if  good  fnith  were  to  be  banifhed 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  ought  to  be  found  in 
the  breaft  of  fovereigns. 

His  anfwer  to  this  infulting  proportion  was  humble  and 
moderate,  but  firm :  he  obferved,  that  the  ties,  which 
equally  united  him  to  Great  Britain  and  the  two  crowns, 
rendered  him  as  proper  a  mediator  to  them  all,  as  they 
made  it  improper  for  him  to  declare  himfelf  an  enemy  to 
any  of  them  ;  that  his  alliance  with  England  was  antient, 
and  therefore  could  give  no  offence  at  this  conjundlure  ;* 
that  it  was  purely  defenfive,  and  therefore  innocent  in  all  its 
circumftances  ;  that  the  late  fufferings  of  Portugal  difabled 
her  (in  cafe  fhe  were  willing)  from  taking  part  in  an  offen- 
five  war,  into  the  calamities  of  which,  neither  the  love  his 
faithful  majefty  bore  to  his  fubje(5ls  as  a  father,  nor  the  du- 
ty by  which  he  was  bound  to  them  as  a  king,  could  fuffcr 
him  to  plunge  them.  Finally,  he  reminded  the  catholic 
king  of  his  pacific  djfpofitionSj  by  which,  on  former  occa- 

fions;, 
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fions,  he  had  yielded  fo  much,  to  preferve  peace  between 
the  two  kingdoms. 

This  realbnablc  and  moderate  anfwer  drew  on  replies, 
which  more  and  more  difclofed  the  true  character  and  Ipi- 
rit  of  the  Bourbon  confederacy.  They  denied  that  the  al- 
liance with  England  was  purely  defenJTive,  or  intirely  inno- 
cent ;  and  for  this  unheard-of  reafon,  that  the  defenhve  al- 
liance is  converted  into  an  oftenfive  one,  from  the  fituaticn 
of  the  Porttigucfe  dominions^  and  from  the  nature  of  the 
Englijh  povjer :  the  Englilh  fquadron,  faid  they,  cannot 
keep  the  fea  in  all  feafons,  nor  cruize  on  the  principal  coafts 
for  cutting  off  the  French  and  Spanifh  navigation,  without 
the  ports  and  the  affiftance  of  Portugal ;  that  thcfe  ifland- 
ers  could  not  infult  all  maritime  Europe,  if  all  the  riches  of 
Portugal  did  not  pafs  into  their  hands  ;  that  therefore  Por- 
tugal furnifhes  them  with  the  means  to  make  war ;  and 
their  alliance  with  the  court  of  Great  Britain  is  offen- 
fivc. 

Certainly,  the  fitiiation  of  a  country  was  never  before 
given  as  a  reafon,  however  it  might  have  ferved  as  a  fecret 
motive,  for  declaring  war  againft  it.  Nor  was  it  before 
heard,  that  the  common  advantages  of  trade,  derived  from 
a  neutral  nation,  could  be  deemed  an  a61:  of  hoftility.  Thefe 
were  rather  infults  than  arguments.  And  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings of  the  united  crowns  were  in  the  fame  ftrain  j  they 
undertook  to  judge  for  Portugal  of  the  pretended  yoke  which 
was  impofed  upon  her  by  England,  and  which  fhe  couM 
not  herfelf  difcover  ;  to  refent  injuries  for  her,  for  which 
{he  had  received  and  accepted  fatisfaclion  ;  and,  as  if  this 
had  not  been  indignity  fufficient,  they  infultingly  inform 
the  king  of  Portugal,  that  he  ought  to  he  glad  of  the  nececejft^ 
ty  which  they  laid  upon  him  to  7nake  ifc  of  his  reafon^  in 
order  to  take  the  road  of  his  glory ^  and  the  common  inter ejh 
This  necellity  was  the  imm.ediate  march  of  their  army  to 
take  pofieflion  of  his  dominions. 

So  extraordinary  a  treatment  neither  intimidated  the  king 
from  the  lirmnefs  of  his  refolution,  nor  provoked  him  to 
change  from  the  moderation  of  his  language.  He  main- 
tained, that  the  treaties  of  league  and  commerce,  which 
fubfifted  between  Portugal  and  Great  Britain,  are  fuch  as 
the  law  of  God,  of  nature,  and  of  nations,  have  always 
deemed  innocent.  He  intreated  their  moft  chriflian  and 
catholic  majefties  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  crying  injuftice 

of 
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of  purfuing  againft  Portugal,  the  war  kindled  agalnft  Great 
Britain  ;  he  defired  them  to  confider,  that  they  were  giving 
an  example,  which  v/ould  produce  the  deftruction  of  man- 
kind ;  that  there  was  an  end  of  the  public  fafety,  if  neutral 
nations  were  to  be  attacked,  becaufe  they  have  defenfive 
treaties  with  the  belligerent  powers ;  that  a  maxim  fo  de- 
i^ru(£^ive  would  occafion  defolation  in  all  Europe,  the  mo- 
ment a  war  was  kindled  between  any  two  ftates  ;  that,  there- 
fore, if  their  troops  fhould  enter  his  dominions,  he  would, 
in  defence  of  his  neutrality,  endeavour  to  repulfe  them  with 
all  his  forces,  and  thofe  of  his  allies  ;  and  he  concluded  with 
this  magnanimous  declaration,  that  it  would  affeSi  him  lefsj 
though  reduced  to  the  laji  extremity^  of  which  the  Greet 
fudge  is  the  file  arbiter^  to  let  the  loft  tile  of  his  palace 
fall^  and  to  fee  his  faithful  fuhje^s  fpill  the  laji  drop  of 
their  bloody  than  to  facrifice^  together  with  the  honour  of 
his  crown^  all  that  Portugal  holds  mojl  dear ;  and  to  fub- 
mit-i  by  fuch  extraorditiory  means,  to  become  an  unheard-of 
example  to  all  pacific  powers,  who  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  neutrality,  whenever  a  war  Jhall  be 
kindled  between  other  powers,  zvith  which  the  former  are 
conneSfcd  by  defenfive  treaties.     When    this   final    refolution 

was  thus  fpiritedly  declared,  paflports  v/ere  de- 
April  27.  manded    for  the   ambaffadors  of  the  two  crowns, 

who  immediately  departed  ;  and,  in  a  little  time 
after,  France  and  Spain  jointly  declared  war  againft  Portu- 
gal. 

We  hare  dwelt  fome  time  upon  this  tran faction  :  we 
hope  the  reader  will  not  think  the  narrative  drawn  into  a 
blameabie  length.  The  fubjecl  is  interefting,  the  proce- 
dure uncommon,  and  the  example  alarming.  This  War 
againft  Portugal  v/as  the  £rft  fruit  of  the  Bourbon  compadl : 
they  fhewed  very  early  to  the  v/orld,  what  it  was  to  expe£t  A 
from  the  maturity  of  this  league  ;  when  they  were  fo  ele-  J 
vated  by  tlie  fuperiority  they  imagined  they  had  attained,  | 
even  in  forming  it,  that  they  thought  themfelves  difpenfed 
from  thofe  decorums,  and  plaufible  appearances,  which  the 
inoft  ambitious  princes  commonly  make  ufe  of,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  moft  ambitious  defigns.  If  they  had  invad- 
ed Portugal  without  any  declaration  at  all,  it  might,  per- 
haps, be  confidered  as  a  piece  of  convenient  injuftice,  which 
they  left  to  the  previous  neceftity,  and  fabfequent  fuccefs  of 
their  affairs,  to  juftify  as  they  could  j  but  fo  many  memo- 
rials 
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rials  and  reafonings  on  the  fubjefl,  fhew  that  this  oppreflion 
was  deliberate,  and  that  they  had  not  been  driven  to  it  by  a 
fudden  emergency,  but  that  it  became  a  regular  and  avowed 
part  of  their  political  lyftem. 

Having  laid  open  the  manner  in  which  the  fouthern  part 
cf  Europe  To  iurprifingly  became  engaged  in  this  w^ar,  it  is 
cow  our  bufinefs  to  relate  in  what  mariner  fome  of  the 
jiorthern  parts  were  as  furprifingly  extricated  out  of  it. 

CHAP.     III. 

Death  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  cf  RuJJla.  Her  charaSfer, 
State  of  the  power  of  Rujfta  en  her  deceafe.  Her  nepheiVy 
Peter  III.  fucceeds.  Intire  change  of  fyfiem.  Peace  with 
Brujfta.  Peace  between  Priijfia  and  Sweden.  PruJJian 
conque/h  rejfored,  The  czar  enters  into  an  alliance  with 
the  king  of  PruJ/ia,  JVar  ivith  Denmark  threatened.  Its 
caife.  Extorted  loan  from  Hamburgh.  Campaign  be- 
tween Priijftans  and  Aujirians  opens.  Priijftans  obtain 
advantage:  in  Saxmy  and  Silefia.  Sudden  revolution  in 
Rujfia. 

WE  have  feen.  In  the  clofe  of  the  lad  year,  that  by  the 
taking  of  Colberg,  on  one  hand,  and  Schweidnitz, 
on  the  other,  the  king  of  Pruffia*s  dominions  were  entirely 
at  the  mercy  of  his  enemies  :  his  forces  were  worn  away, 
and  even  his  efforts  had  gradually  declined  :  a  complete 
viiSlory,  tho'  this  was  an  event  not  at  all  probable,  could  not 
fave  him.  The  Ruflians,  by  wintering  in  Pomerania,  and 
by  the  pofleilion  of  Colberg,  which  infured  them  fupplies 
by  a  fafe  and  expeditious  channel,  were  in  a  condition  to 
commence  their  operations  much  earlier  than  ufual,  as  well 
as  to  fuftain  them  with  more  fpirit  and  uniformity.  No 
refource  of  policy  could  be  tried  with  the  leaft  expectation 
of  fuccefs.  After  fuch  a  refiftancc  for  five  years,  of  which 
the  world  never  furniftied  another  example,  the  king  of 
PrulTia  had  nothing  left  but  fuch  a  conduft,  as  might  clofe 
the  fcene  with  glory,  fince  there  was  fo  littlq  appearance  of 
his  concluding  the  war  with  fafety. 

In  the  midS  of  thefe  gloomy  appearances,  his  inveterate 
and    inflexible   enemy,    the  emprefs   of   RufHa, 
died,    in  the  fixty-third  year  of  her  age,  and  the     Jan.  2, 
rw^enty-fecond  of  hex  reign. 

B  b  This 
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This  princefs  was  fecond  daughter  to  Peter  the  Great, 
and  a  defcendant  not  altogether  unworthy  of  that  illuftrious 
founder  ot  the  Ruffian  empire.  From  being  little  better 
than  a  prifoner,  fhe  became  in  a  moment  a  defpotic  fbve- 
reign.  At  the  acceffion  of  this  princefs,  the  Ruffian  power, 
fo  newly  created,  feemed  to  be  in  danger  of  a  decline,  from 
the  many  revolutions  to  which  the  empire  had  been  fubjc6t ; 
and  the  intlitutions  of  Peter  the  Great,  by  which  that  ex- 
tenfive  part  of  the  world  v/as  drawn  out  of  barbarifm,  be- 
gan perceivabiy  to  decay,  until  her  acceffion  to  the  throne, 
when  the  former  was  put  out  of  all  queftion  by  the  vigour 
of  her  government,  and  the  latter  cherifhed  and  promoted 
by  the  encouragement  which  ^i-yc  gave  to  ever-y  valuable  art 
and  fcience.  The  academy  at  Peterfburgh  is  at  prefent  one 
of  the  moft  flourifhing  in  Europe,  and  has  already  enriched 
the  learned  world  with  confiderable  difcoveries. 

In  fact,  file  governed  the  Ruffian  em.pire  with  more 
lenity  than  any  of  her  predeceflbrs  ;  and,  perhaps,  carried 
this  amiable  difpofition  to  an  impolitic  accefs.  She  regu- 
lated and  increafed  her  finances  j  kept  alive,  and  even  in- 
creafed,  the  difcipline  of  lier  armies;  and  in  all  her  tranf- 
aclions  witii  foreign  flates,  and  in  the  various  faces  which 
her  politics  aflumed,  fhe  alwavs  fupported  the  dignity  and 
importance  of  her  country  at  the  higheft  point.  For  her 
private  pleafures,  indeed,  ihe  has  been  much  cenfured  ;  but 
as  they  were  m.erely  pleafures,  and  of  fuch  a  nature  that  fen- 
timent  had  little  ihare  in  them,  they  had  little  inHuence  en 
her  public  conduct,  which  was  always  manly  and  firm. 

The  part  fhe  took  in  this  war,  though  it  might  in  fome 
meafure  have  been  dictated  by  refentment,  was  at  the  fame 
time  the  refult  of  the  foundelt  policy.  No  power,  but  that 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  was  capable  of  checking  hers.  He 
wai-',  not  only  from  his  ftrength  and  character,  but  from  the 
fituation  of  his  dominions,  the  only  prince  in  Europe  from 
whom  it  could  be  materially  her  interefl:  to  make  conquells. 
By  the  retention  of  Pruffiia,  and  by  the  dominion  which  in 
another  name,  fhe  held  over  the  dutchy  of  Courland,  fhe 
poiTeitcd  a  very  great  iliare  of  the  Baltic  coaft,  and  thereby 
pofl'efled  the  means  of  becoming  a  maritime  power  of  the 
iirii  order.  With  thefe  advantages,  flic  m.ight  eafily  com- 
plete all  that  had  been  wanting,  towards  eihiblifhing  an  un- 
iontroulable  power  over  Poland.  By  the  fame  means  inQ 
iii.z\it  entirely  ovcr-av.e  Deniiuiiji.  ^id  Sweden ;  and  alfo, 
.  :"\  -  '-   -.  -  by 
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by  her  vicinity,  (he  would  be  enabled  to  interpofe  in  the 
concerns  of  Germany,  with  much  more  authority  than  (he 
had  hitherto  poiFcfled ;  although  her  intervention  had 
always  been  cf  coniequence* 

.  In  reality,  the  houie  of  Auflria  feemed  to  make  far  greater 
facrifices  of  her  intereft  to  her  refentment  than  RufTia  did, 
with  whom  thofe  two   principals  went  hand  in  h;md,  and 
fupportcd  each  other.     For  nothing  is   more  evident,  than 
that  Ruffia  would  fct  Up  for    a    defender  of  the  liberties  of 
Germany,  if  ever  fhe  got  any  footing  in  its  neighbourhood  ; 
that  fhe  would  animate  the  powers  there  to  affcrt  a  greater 
degree   of  independence  than  they  do  at  prefent ;  that  flae 
would  render,  by  her  rhachinations,  the  empire  in  the  Au- 
ftrian  family  very  precarious  ;  and  might  even  find  means  of 
fetting  fome  feeble  prince  on  the  imperial  throne,  in  order 
to  embroil  the  whole  Germanic  body,  and  to  keep  It  in  en- 
tire dependence  upon  Ruffia.     On  the  whole,  if  tbe  projects 
of  Auftria  had  fucceeded  in  their  full  extent,  fhe  would  have 
very   foon  found  in  Ruffia  a  more  powerful    reflraint  than 
ever  fhe  had  either  in  France  or  Sweden,  even  in  the  greats 
eft  heights  of  their  power  and  credit    in  Germany.     She 
would,   indeed,  have    ruined  the  king  o^  Pruffia  ;  but  fhe 
would  have  purchafed  his  ruin  with  her  own  independency. 
Thefe  were  the  prorpe(Sbs  that  lay  before  all  political  rea- 
foners  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the    emprefs   Elizabeth. 
Charles  Peter  Ulric,  of  the  houfe    of  Holftein,    who  had 
been  created  grand  duke  of  Raffia,  and  appointed  heir  ap- 
parent to  that  vaft  empire  by  the  late  czarina,  fucceeded, 
under  the  name  of  Peter  III.     None  but  thofe  who  were 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  chara<Sler  and  difpofition  of 
the  new  czar,    could  have  any  reafon  to  imagine  that  he 
would  abandon  the  fyf^em  of  his   prcdeceiror,  which  was 
certainly  founded  on  the  true  interefl:  of  the  country  he  go- 
verned.    The  king  of  Pruffia  himfelf  feemed  for  fome  time 
to  have  entertained  no  great  hopes  from  this  change.     The 
czar  hadj   however,  fometimes  difcovered  marks  of  cftcem 
for  the  charader  of  this  monarch.     He  had  the  black  eagle, 
t)f  which  order  the  king  cf  Pruffia  is  grand  mafter.     But  the 
king  of  Pruffia   could   place  very  little  confidence  in  this  : 
however,  with  that  air  of  pleafantry,  which  never  entirely 
forfook  him  in  all  his  misfortunes,  he  faid  in  a  letter  to  Mr, 
Mitchel,  the  Britifh  miniftcr  at  the  Pvuffian  court,  *'  Is  not 
this  a  very  extraordinary  knight,  tg  feed  8c,0C0  men  at  my 
B  b  ^2  expsnce  > 
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expcnce  ?  He  is  the  only  one  of  my  knights  that  takes  that 
liberty.  If  every  knight  of  the  garter  did  the  fame,  your 
England  (England  though  it  is)  would  be  devoured  by  them* 
1  beg  you  would  endeavour  to  make  my  knight  more  trac- 
table, and  tell  him  it  is  againft  the  iniHtutes  of  the  order, 
for  a  knight  to  eat  up  his  grand  mafter." 

I'he  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  now  fixed  upon  the  fteps 
which  the  czar  might  take.  With  regard  to  the  govern- 
ment of  his  country,  nothing  could  be  more  popular  and 
aufpicious  than  his  firll  meafures.  The  earlieft  ufe  he  made 
of  his  abfolute  power,  was  to  fet  the  Ruffian  nobility  and 
gentry  free,  and  to  put  them  On  the  fame  footing  with  thofe 
of  their  rank  in  the  other  more  moderate  governments  of 
Europe.  Almoft  all  the  exiles  were  recalled  to  court,  and 
amongft  the  reif  the  unfortunate  count  Biron,  who^  from  a 
fovereign  prince,  had  been  reduced  to  the  moft  wretched 
condition,  in  the  moft  wretched  country  on  the  globe.  He 
had  been  many  years  a  peafant  of  Siberia,  and  may  very 
probably  once  more  become  a  fovereign  prince.  It  is  in 
thofe  defpotic  governments  we  fee  the  moft  ftriking  excefles, 
and  difmal  reverfes  of  fortune  ;  in  which  one  day  a  perfom 
is  raifed  to  fomething  almoft  above  man,  and  the  next  is 
jjcrhaps  in  a  moment  degraded  to  the  ioweft  ftation  of  hu- 
manity. 

The  new  emperor  proceeded  in  his  reformation  to  abolifk 
fome  fevere  and  tyrannical  jurifdi6tions,  and  intending  the 
fame  benign  difpofition  to  all  degrees  of  his  fubje6fs,  he 
leflened  the  tax  upon  fait,  to  the  very  great  and  univerfal 
relief  of  the  poor. 

Thefe  beginnings  gave  the  moft  favourable  impreflions  of 
his  domeftic  government.  But  Europe  was  principally  con^ 
cerned  in  his  foreign  politics.  It  was  not  long  before  his 
difpofitions  to  peace  became  apparent.  What  aftonifhed 
the  world,  was  the  high  rate  at  which  he  valued  this  blefling. 
in  a  memorial,  which  he  caufcd  to  be  delivered  on  the  23.d 
of  February,  to  the  minifters  of  the  allied  courts,  he  declar- 
ed, that,  in  order  to  the  ejfablijhment  cf  peace y  he  "jjas  ready 
to  facrifice  all  the  conquejls  made  by  the  arms  of  RuJJia  in  this 
rvar^  in  hopes  that  the  allied  courts  will  on  their  parts  e/]ualfy 
prefer  the  re/ioration  of  peace  and  tranquillity^  to  the  advan- 
tages ivhich  they  7night  i-xpe^t  from  the  continuance  of  the 
ixjar^  hut  zvhich  they  cannot  obtaiti  hut  hv  a  continuance  of 
the  efTulion  of  human  bloods 
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The  allies  praifed  the  difintercftednefs,  fpirit,  and  huma- 
nity of  this  declaration  ;  but  recommended  to  his  attention 
the  fidelity  to  treaties,  which  conftitutes  a  no  lefs  valuable 
part  of  the  royal  character,  and  a  no  lefs  confiderable  branch 
of  the  duty  of  a  monarch  to  his  fubjecls.  They  fhewed  a 
difpofition  to  imitate  his  defire  for  peace,  but  by  no  means 
to  follow  his  example  in  purchafing  it  by  a  cefTion  of  all  the 
advantages,  which  they  had  acquired,  or  hoped  to  acquire 
hy  the  war. 

The  Czar  having  thus  far  complied  with  decency,  and 
being  of  a  character  little  fitted  to  wait  the  flow  procedure 
of  a  joint  negotiation,- gave  way  to  his  ardent  defires  for 
peace,  and  to  the  fentiments  of  that  extravagant  admiration, 
which  he  had  conceived  for  the  king  of  Pruffia.  A  fufpen- 
fion  of  hoflilities  v/as  concluded  betv/een  them  on  the  i6th 
of  March  ;  and  it  was  followed  not  long  after  by 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance.  Nothing  was  May  5, 
ftipulated  by  the  czar  in  favour  of  the  former  con- 
federates, whom  he  entirely  abandoned.  He  even  agreed  t(y 
join  his  troops  to  thofe  of  the  king  of  Pruflia  to  act  againfl 
them.  In  a  little  time  a  RuHian  army  was  feen  in  conjunc- 
tion with  one  of  Pruflia,  to  drive  out  of  Silcfia  thofe  Auftri- 
ans,  who  had  been  a  few  months  before  brought  into  that 
province  by  the  RufHan  arms. 

This  was  a  miraculous  revolution.  Fortune  who  had  fo 
long  abandoned  the  king  of  Pruflia  to  his  genuis,  after  ha- 
ving perfecuted  him  for  near  five  years,  and  overpowered 
him  with  the  whole  weight  of  her  anger,  at  length  made 
amends  by  a  fudden  turn,  and  ild  for  him  at  one  llroke  the 
only  thing,  by  which  he  could  pofiibly  be  faved. 

Sweden  who  fince  fhe  has  recovered  her  liberty  has  loft 
her  political  importance,  and  for  a  long  time  a(Sted  entirely 
under  the  dire6lion  of  Ruflian  councils,  followed  on  this, 
as  on  all  other  occafions,  the  example  of  the  courts  of  Peterf- 
burgh,  and  figned  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Pruflia 
on  the  22d  of  May. 

In  order  to  account  for  whatever  was  not  the  refult  of 
mere  perfonal  chara6ler  in  this  extraordinary  revolution  of 
politics  in  RufHa,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  remind  the  reader,, 
that  the  czar  Peter  the  third  was  duke  of  Holftein  ;  and  that 
the  dukes  of  Holftein  had  pretenfions  to  the  dutchy  of  Slef- 
wick.  Thefe  pretenfions  were  compromifed  by  a  treaty  in 
1732.     But  as  the  ceHion  made  by  the  houfe  of  Holftein  in 

this 
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this  treaty  was  the  effe6l  of  neccfllty,  it  had  been  always 
apprehended  that  {he  would  make  ule  of  the  iirft  fafe  oppor- 
tunity ofreclaiming  her  antient  rights.  The  czar  feifed 
eagerly  on  the  great  one,  which  the  pofTeflion  of  the  whole 
RufTian  power  afforded  him,  and  he  refolved  to  enter  into 
an  immediate  war  for  this  object,  to  which  his  prcdile£tiort 
for  his  native  country  gave  in  his  eyes  a  far  greater  impor- 
tance than  to  all  the  conquefts  of  his  predeceffor.  As  long 
as  this  war  with  the  king  cf  PruHia  fubfiiled,  it  was  impolli- 
fcle  that  his  defigns  againft  Denmark  could  be  profecuted 
with  any  hope  of  fuccefs.  Wholly  indifferent  therefore  to 
all  others,  and  paflionately  fond  of  this  object,  as  foon  as 
he  came  to  the  throne,  without  any  difpute  or  negotiation, 
he  offered  the  king  of  Pruffia  in  his  great  diftrefs  every 
thing  he  could  have  hoped  from  a  feries  of  victories,  and 
whilit  he  joined  his  arms  to  thofe  of  that  monarch  in 
Silefia,  he  caufed  an  army  to  march  towards  Holftein. 

Thus  the  peace  with  Ruflia,  far  from  conducing  to  the 
general  peace  of  Europe,  did  very  little  more  than  change 
the  face  of  the  war.  It  brought  in  new  fubjedts  of  difpute, 
and  new  parties,  and  by  threatning  Denmark,  left  not  a  fin- 
gle  power  in  the  north  in  a  fliate  of  affured  tranquillity. 

The  king  of  Denmark,  though  threatned  by  fo  formida- 
ble a  power  engaged  in  purfuit  of  a  favourite  objc6t,  was 
not  terrified  into  any  mean  conceiiions.  He  recruited  his 
army,  repaired  his  fortifications,  and  prepared  for  his  defence, 
with  temper  and  magnanimty.  As  money  mull:  be  much 
■wanting  for  the  fervices  of  fo  important  a  war,  as  his  coun- 
try could  furnifh  no  great  fupplies,  and  the  borrowings  iri 
every  part  of  Europe,  together  with  the  fudden  invafion  of 
his  dominions,  could  enable  him  to  form  no  fanguine hopes 
of  public  credit,  he  turned  his  eyes  towards  the  city  of  Ham- 
burgh, which  had  enriched  itfelf  by  its  induftry  and  neu- 
trality during  the  whole  war,  and  by  the  number  of  wealthy 
perfons  who  had  fled  there  for  refuge  from  the  calamities^ 
which  all  the  neighbouring  countries  had  fuffered. 

His  Danidi  majelty  had  always  kept  alive  a  claim  of 
fovercignty  over  that  city,  which  (whoever  founded)  hfc 
cxercifed  whenever  he  found  himfclf  abJe.  He  thought 
the  prcfcnt  one  of  thofe  conjunctures.  Therefore  without 
any  previous  notice  he  appears  with  a  Itrong  army 
June  18.  before  Hamburg,  feizcs  the  fuburbs,  threatens- 
the  city  with  an  iaimsdiatc  fiege,  if  they  did  not 

immediately 
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immediately  fubmit  to  a  loan  of  i,ooo,oco  of  rix  dollars. 
The  magiiiratcs  of  this  trading  city,  little  prepared  for,  or 
accuftomed  to  war,  having  no  ally  at  hand,  and  who  would 
be  equally  endangered  by  the  ftrength  of  anv  ally  able  to 
protect  them,  prudently  fubmitied,  and  furniflied  the  king 
with  fuch  a  fupply  as  his  affairs  required. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  loil  no  time  to  pro£t  of  this  great 
and  unexpe<Sted  revolution  in  his  favour.  The  neutrality 
of  the  Ruffians  ftill  left  the  Aulf  rians  much  fuperior  to  him 
Their  alliance  brought  him  to  an  equality.  Two  Auftrian 
armies  in  Silefia  and  one  in  Saxony,  were  prepared  to  a(5^, 
and  it  was  not  clear  which  {i^Kt  would  begin  to  a6t:  on  the 
oiFenfive  ;  the  Auftrian  armies  threatened  Glogau  and  Bref- 
law  with  a  fiege,  and  the  king  of  Prulila's  threatened  Sch- 
weidnitz. 

The  acfive  character  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  the 
caution  of  marfhal  Daun,  foon  determined  the  part  which 
the  feveral  armies  were  to  take,  and  the  fpirit  of 
the  feveral  operations.  Very  early  in  the  camp-  May  12. 
paign  prince  Henry  made  a  vigorous  pufn  on  the 
imperial  pofts  towards  the  frontiers  of  Saxony.  The  Im- 
perialifts  were  obliged  to  evacuate  Dippolfwalda  with  (bm.e 
lofs  in  killed.  About  four  thoufand  men  were  taken  prifo- 
ners  ;  356  waggons  were  filio  taken,  and  feveral  military 
trophies, 

By  this  flgnal  advantage^  all  the  part  cf  Saxony,  pofTelTcd 
by  the  PrufTians,  v/as  effecluaily  fecured  j  and  any  attempt 
which  might  hereafter  be  thought  proper  for  the  recovery 
of  Drefden,  was  much  facilitated.  Although  the  Auftrians^ 
fenfible  of  the  confequence  of  this  iofs,  and  largely  reinforcc::- 
ed  from  the  armies  in  Silefia,  attempted  to  recover  thefe 
polls  by  feveral  lively  efforts,  they  v/ere  repulfed  with  no 
(mall  llaughter  on  both  fides  s  and  prince  Henry  remained 
fc  much  mafter  of  Saxony,  that  it  v/as  neceflary  to  keep 
a  large  army  from  the  war  in  Silefia,  to  prevent  if  pofTible 
his  making  irruptions  into  the  very  heart  of  Bohemia. 

His  PruHian  majefty  derived  advantages  from  the  conduct 
of  his  brother,  which  he  did  net  neglect  to  improve.  i\ 
was  not  until  the  latter  end  of  June  that  he  was  joined  by  hh. 
nevir  Ruffian  allies.  As  foon  as  this  jundlion  wa*^  formed,  he 
refoived  to  m.ake  a  tryal  of  what  thefe  men  could  do  in  his 
favour,  who  had  a<5fed  fo  ftrenuoufly  againft  him.  Mnr- 
fcal  Daun's  army  occupied  feveral  flrong,  but  detached  emi- 
nences. 
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nences,  which  enabled  him  to  communicate  with  and  pro- 
tect Schweidnitz  from  all  attempts  of  the  enemy. 
July  21.  The  king  of  PruiTia  undertook  to  diflodge  him 
from  thofe  advantageous  pofts.  In  fome  of  his  at- 
tempts he  fucceeded,  in  others  he  was  baffied  with  fome  loi's. 

This  was  no  regular  battle ;  but  the  king  of  Prullia, 
though  he  did  not  fucceed  immediately  in  his  attack,  yet  by 
his  judicious  manosuvres  he  attained  all  the  advantages  he 
propofed  from  his  enterprife.  For  marfhal  Daun,  appre- 
henfive  from  the  motions  of  his  army,  that  the  king  of 
Pruilia  intended  to  feize  upon  his  principal  magazine,  and 
even  cut  ofl:  his  communication  w-ith  Bohemia,  abandon- 
ed thofe  important  pofts  which  he  had  hitherto  maintained 
v/ith  fuccefs,  fell  back  to  the  extremities  of  Silefia,  and  left 
Schweidnitz  entirely  uncovered. 

The  king  of  PruHia  immediately  prepared  to  inveft  that 
city  whilft  different  detachments  of  PrulTians,  fome  on  the 
fide  of  Saxony,  others  on  the  fide  of  Silefia,  penetrated  deep 
into  Bohemia,  laid  many  parts  of  the  country  under  contri- 
bution, and  fpread  an  univerfal  alarm.  It  was  about  five 
Years  fince  they  had  been  driven  from  thence  by  the  victo- 
rious arms  of  marfhal  Daun,  who  now  found  himfelf  unable 
to  prote6t  that  kingdom  from  their  ravages.  A  confxderable 
body  of  Ruffian  irregulars  alfo  made  an  Irruption  into  Bo- 
hemia, and  began  there  to  retaliate  on  the  Auftrians  thofe 
exceffes,  which  they  had  themfelves  fo  often  before  com- 
mitted on  the  Pruffian  dominions, 

Whilft  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  thus  playing  with  fpirit 
the  great  game  which  fortune  had  put  into  his  hands,  he 
was  all  at  once  threatened  with  a  fudden  reverfe,  by  ano- 
ther revolution  in  Ruflia,  which  bore  all  the  appearance  of 
being  as  unfavourable  to  him,  as  the  former  had  been  be- 
yond all  hopes  beneficial.  The  variable  political  climate  of 
Xuffia,  under  whofe  infli^ence  all  his  fortune  decayed  or 
fiourifhed,  was  covered  with  a  fudden  cloud  by  the  depo- 
fition,  followed  clofe  by  the  death,  of  his  fail  friend,  and 
faithful  ally,  the  czar  of  Mufcovy. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

Caufes  of  the  revolution  in  Rujfia.  Czar  irritates  the  clergy' 
and  foldiery.  Differences  with  the  czarina.  Con/piracy 
againjl  him.  Czar  dcpsfed  by  the  fenate.  Attejnpti  an 
efcape.  His  imprifontnent  and  death.  The  czarina  declared 
emprefs.  Her  politic  condu^.  Ingratiates  h  erf  elf  with  the 
People, 

FROM  the  moment  of  the  late  czar*s  acce/iiorl  to  the 
throne  of  the  Ruflia's,  fomcthing  extraordinary  was  ex- 
pected. His  difpofition  feemed  to  lead  him  to  make  altera- 
tions in  every  thing,  and  having  (at  before  himfeif  two  great 
examples,  that  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  of  his  predecefibr 
Peter  I.  it  was  expefted  that  this  vaft  empire  was  going 
once  more,  almoft  within  the  life  of  a  man,  to  aiTume  a  new 
face  ;  a  circumftance  which  could  not  fail  of  having  a  feri^ 
ous  influence  on  the  affairs  of  Europe.  Peter  III.  made 
more  new  regulations  in  RufHa  in  a  few  weeks,  than  wife 
and  cautious  princes  undertake  in  a  long  reign.  It  was  to 
be  feared  that  his  anions  were  rather  guided  by  a  rafh  and 
irregular  turn  of  mind,  and  the  fpirit  of  innovation,  than  by 
any  regular  and  w^ell  digefted  plan,  for  the  improvement  of 
his  extenfive  dominions. 

His  firft  actions  on  coming  to  the  throne,  it  is  true,  were 
laudable,  and  feemed  well  calculated  to  acquire  him  the  af- 
fections of  his  people.  But  if  in  fome  inftances  he  confulted 
their  interefts,  in  many  hefhocked  their  prejudices  ;  and  he 
loft  thereby  that  opinion,which  is  on  all  occafions  neceffary, 
but  is  particularly  fo  for  carrying  fuch  uncommon  defigns 
as  his  into  execution. 

The  power  of  the  czar's  though  abfolutc  and  uncontrou- 
lable  in  its  exercife,  is  extremely  weak  in  its  foundation. 
There  is  not  perhaps  in  Europe  a  government  which  de- 
pends (o  much  on  the  good  will  and  affeiftion  of  thofe  that 
are  governed  ;  and  which  requires  a  greater  degree  of  vlgi- 
lanc^e  and  a  fteadier  hand.  The  regular  fucceffion  which 
has  been  (b  often  broken,  and  the  great  change  of  manners, 
which  in  lefs  than  a  centurv  has  been  introduced,  have  left 
in  Ruflia  a  weaknefs  amidft  all  the  appearance  of  ftrcngth, 
and  a  great  facility  to  fudden  and  dangerous  revolutions. 

Peter  III.  paid  little  attention    to  thofe  difficulties,  vrhich 
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to  him  were  the  greater,  as  he  was  a  foreigner  born.  They 
were  augmented  by  the  fiipcrior  and  invidious  regard  he 
feemed  to  pay  to  foreign  interefts,  and  foreign  perfons.  The 
preference  he  fo  manifeftly  gave  to  the  uncertain  hope  of 
inconfiderable  conqueft  in  Holftein  over  tile  folrd  and  valu- 
able pofleffions  which  the  fortune  of  his  predeceflbr  had  left 
him,  mull:  have  difgufted  all  the  politicians  of  his  country. 
His  intimate  connexion  with,  and  boundlefs  admiration  of 
that  prince,  with  whom  Ruffia  had  been  fo  lately,  and  fo' 
long,  in  a  Hate  of  the  mod  violent  hoftility,  could  not  add 
to  the  opinion  of  his  prudence.  They  did  not  think  he 
fu^ciently  confulted  his  dignity.  In  folrciting  with  great 
anxiety  a  command  in  the  Pruffian  fervlce.  When  he  re- 
ceived it,  he  drefled  himfelf  in  the  PruHian  uniform,  made 
a  grand  feftival,  and  difplayed  all  the  m.arks  of  an  immode- 
rate and  puerile  fatisfailion.  He  pufhed  his  extravagance 
in  this  point  fo  far,  that  he  made  preparations  in  this  im- 
mature ftate  of  his  government  to  quit  Ruflia,  and  to  go 
"  into  Germany  for  the  fake  of  an  interview  with  that  great 
monarch,  whofe  genius,  principles  and  fortune  he  fo  greatly 
admired. 

Although  this  proceeding  was,  almoft  in  every  refpe^t, 
extremely  impolitic,  it  did  not. threaten  fo  dangerous  confe- 
quences  as  the  other  fteps,  which  he  took  about   the  fame 
time.  Nothing  requires  fo  much  judgment,  and  fo   nice  a 
hand,  as  to  effetH:  a  change  in  the  fettled  eftablifhments  of 
any  country.     Above  all,  there  muft  be  fomething  favour- 
able In  the  conjun<Slure  ;  or  fomething  fb  uncommon  and? 
over-ruling  in  the  genius  of  the  condu6lor  of  thofe  changes, 
as  will  render  him  fuperlor  to  all   difficulties^.     This    latter 
'  was  the  q?Sq.  of  Peter  L  who  had  indeed  very  little  favour- 
'  able  in  the  coniundhire;  but  he  did  every  thing  by  his  ca- 
pacity, courage,  and  pcrfeverance.     The  foldiery  and  the 
'  f  cclefiaftics  are  the  great  iupports  of  all  abfolute  rule,  and 
they  arecertamly  the  lafl  bodies,  upon  which  a  prince,  of 
this  kind  would  chufe  to  exert  any  invidious  acSt   of  autho- 
rity.    But  the  czar  was  indlfcrcet  enough,  very  early  in  his 
reign,  highly  to  provoke  both  thefe  bodies;  the  foldiery, 
by  the  manifeft  preference  he  gave  to  his  Holftein  guards,, 
and  to  all  oiHceis  of  that  nation;  and  by  the  change   he 
made  in  favour  of  the  Prulfian  uniform   to  the  exclufion  of 
{ihar,  in  which  the  Rullians believed  they  had  fo  often  alfert- 
ed  the  honour  ot  their  country,  and  gained  many  fignal  ad- 
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%^intao-es  over  the  troops  diftinguifhed  by  thofc  regimentah 
which  were  now  preferred 

Thefc  trifles  had  very  important  confequences.  But  what 
he  did  in  matters  of  religion  was  ftill  more  dangerous.  This 
prince  had  been  educated  a  Luthern;  and  though  he  con- 
formed to  the  Greek  church,  in  order  to  quality  himfelf  for 
the  fucccllion,  he  never  fhewed  much  refpe6l  to  that  mode 
of  religion,  to  the  rites  and  doctrines  of  which  his  fubjects 
had  been  always  extremely  attached.  He  feized  upon  the 
revenues  of  the  clergy,  whether  monks  or  feculars,  whether 
bifliops  or  inferiors^  and  for  compenfation  allowed  them  fome 
mean  penfions,  in  fuch  a  proportion  as  his  fancy  fuggefted. 
His  capricious  order  that  the  clergy  ftiould  be  no  longer  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  beards,  w^ts  in  itfelf  of  lefs  moment,  but  it 
was  hardly  Jefs  ofFenfjve.  He  made  alfo  fome  regulations 
concerning  the  images  an.d  pictures  in  their  churches,  which 
gave  them  reafon  to  apprehend  his  intention  erf  accomplifti- 
ing  a  total  change  in  the  religion  of  the  empire,  and  intro- 
ducing Lutheraoiim. 

Whilft  he  was  taking  thefe  meafures  to  alienate  the  minds 
of  his  people  in  general,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  bodies,  with 
whom  it  was  the  moffc  his  intereft  to  be  well,  he    had  not 
the  good  fortune  to  Mv^  in  union  with  his  own   family.   Hs 
had  long  flighted  his  confort,   2.   princefs  of  the  houfe    of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  a  woman  of  a  mafculine  underftanding,  and 
by  whofe  councils  he  might  have  profited.     He  lived   in  a 
very  public  manner  with  the  counters  of  WoronzofF,  niece 
to  the  chancellor  of  that  namp,  and  feemed  devoted  to  her 
with  fo  ftrong  a  paffion,  that  it   was   apprehended   he  had 
fom*e  thoughts  of  throwing   his   emprefs  into  a  monaflery, 
and  raifing  this  lady  to  the  throne  of  all  the  Ruflias.  What 
feemed  to  confirm  this  opinion,  was   his   omitting  formally 
to  declare  his  fon  the  grand  duke  Paul  Petrowitz   the   fuc- 
<::efror.     This  omiffion  in  a  country  where  the  fuecefHon  is 
eftablifhed  and  regular,  would  have  been  of  no  Gonfequence; 
the  punctual  obfervance  of  fuch  a  ceremony  would  rather 
have  betrayed  fome  doubt  of  the  title.     But  the  nature   of 
this  government,  as  well  as  poflitive  conftitutions,  had  made 
it  neceflTary  inRuflia,  and  the  omiffion  was  certainly  alarming. 
That  unfortunate  prince,  having  in  this  manner  affronted 
his  army,  irritated   his  clergy,  offended  his   nobility,  and 
alienated  his  own  family,  without  having  left   himfelf  any 
iixm  ground  cf  authority,  in  perfonal  efteem  or  national 
Q  c  2  prejudice. 
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prejudice,  proceeded  with  his  ufual  precipitation  to  new 
changes.  In  the  mean  time  a  moft  dangerous  confpiracy  waj 
forming  againft  him.  The  cruel  punifhments  inflicted  irj 
Ruilia  on  {late  criminals,  have  only  an  efFe<St  to  harden  the 
minds  of  men  already  fierce  and  obdurate,  and  feldom  deter 
them  from  the  m.oft  defperate  undertakings.  Rofam.oufki, 
Hetman  or  chief  of  the  CoiTacks,  a  pcrfon  of  importance  by 
that  command,  Panin,  governor  of  the  grand  duke  Paul, 
marfhal  Butterlin,  the  chamberlain  Teplow,  the  attorney 
general  Glebow,  baron  Orlovv^  major  of  the  guards,  and 
many  others  of  the  great  officers  and  firft  nobility  of  the 
Empire,  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  to  dethrone  the  czar, 
who  was  now  univenlilly  hated  ;  and,  what  was  niore  fatal 
to  him,  univerfally  defpifed. 

T'hey  ailured  themfclves  that  their  a£lions  could  not  be 
difagreeable  to  the  emprefs  ;  whofe  conduft  had  alv/ays  been 
the  very  reverfe  of  that  of  her  confort.  This  princefs  find- 
ing that  the  affections  of  her  hufband  were  irrecoverably 
alienated,  endeavoured  to  fet  up  a  feparate  and  indepen- 
dent intereft  in  her  own  favour,  and  for  afTerting  the  rights 
,of  her  fon.  She  therefcre  affiduoufly  cultivated  the  affecr 
tions  of  the  Ruflian  nation,  and  paid  a  refpecl  to  their  man- 
i\e.T^  and  religion,  in  the  fame  degree  that  her  hufband 
(eemed  tocotemn  them,- 

So  ill  was  the  czarferved,  that  this  confpiracy  was  grown 
general,  v.^ithout  hi-s  receiving  the  leaft  notice  of  it,  and 
he  rem^ijicd  in  perfedt  fccunty,  whilft  the  fenate 
June  ?S.  and  the 'clergy  were  aflembled  to  pafs  the  fentence 
of  his  difpofition.  At  this  time  the  emprefs  and  he 
v^-erc  brth  abfent  from  the  capital  at  different  country  feats. 
'I'he  ernprefs,  as  fobn  a^^  fhe  found  that  thedefif:;n  was  declar- 
ed^ got  on  horfe-back,  and  with  all  poHible  fpeed  arrived  at 
Feterfburg.  She  im^nediately  harangued  the  guards,  who 
rhearfully  and  unanimouHy  declared  in  her  favour,  and  pro- 
claimi'^d  her  emprefs  of  Rulfia  independently  of  her  hufband. 
She  then  addreffcd  herfelf  to  the  clergy,  and  the  chief  of  the 
iiobility,  who  applauded  her  refolution  ;  and  all  orders  im- 
mediately took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  her  as  fole  emprefs. 
JShc  was  !iO  fooner  acknowledged  in  this  manner,  than, 
without  lofing  a  moment's  time,  (he  marched  from  Petcrf- 
burg  towards  the  emperor  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops. 

Tliis  prince  was  indulging  himfelfin  indolent  amufe- 
nic-nt-^r.^  and  hilled  in  the  moft  profound  fccurity  at  a  houfe 

of 
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of  pleafure,  called  Oraniebaum  on  the  fea  fhore,  v/hen  a 
foldier  brought  him  an  account  that  his  kingdom  was  taken 
away  from  him. 

Aftonifhcd.  and  wholly  unprepared  for  this  event,  he  was 
fome  time  fcnfeiefs,  and  entirely  at  a  lofs  what  part  to  take. 
When  he  was  rouzed  from  this  trance  by  the  approaching 
danger,  his  firft  fuggeftion  was  to  defend  the  place  with  his 
HolTlein  guards  ;  but  tho'  fatisficd  of  their  attachment,  he 
doubted  their  ftrength,  and  he  knew  it  was  in  Vain  to  hope 
for  any  effort  in  his  favour  from  the  Ruffians. 

Nothing  then  remained  but  flight,  by  which  he  mio-ht 
efcape  toHolftein,  and  wait  fome  favourable  turn  of  fortune. 
This  late  lord  of  powerful  fleets  and  armies  embarked  in 
a  fmall  vefl'el,  and  with  a  few  attendants,  rowed  towards 
Cronftadt ;  but  he  had  not  proceeded  very  far,  when  he 
was  informed  that  this  fortrefs  was  in  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies, and  that  every  avenue  for  efcape  was  fhut  againft  him. 
Dejected  and  defponding  he  returned  to  Oraniebaum.  Af- 
ter fome  fhort  and  tumultuous  deliberation,  he  refolved  to 
abandon  all  thoughts  of  defence,  and  to  throA^  himfeif  oa 
the  compaflion  of  the  em.prefs. 

On  her  march  fhe  met  his  mefTengers,  who  brought  let- 
ters containing  a  renunciation  of  the  empire,  and  ftipulating 
no  other  terms  than  leave  to  return  to  Holftein,  and  the 
fatisfa(Slion  of  taking  with  him,  as  the  companion  of  his  re- 
treat, the  countefs  of  Woronzoff  and  one  fmgle  friend. 

Reafons  of  ftate  could  not  permit  the  emprefs  to  confenc 
to  the  firft  of  thofe  terms,  and  the  laft  could  not  be  very 
pattering  to  her.  His  terms  were  rejeded  ;  and  he  was  re- 
quired to  fign  an  unconditional  refignation  of  his  crown,  ac- 
cording to  a  form  that  was  prepared  for  him.  Not  fatisfied 
with  depriving  him  of  his  crown,  it  was  thought  fit  to  mak^ 
him  the  murderer  of  his  ov/n  reputation  ;  and  this  unfortu- 
nate prince,  moved  with  the  vain  hope  of  life,  fignedapaper 
declarirtg  his  conviction  of  his  inability  to  govern  the  empire^ 
cither  as  a  fovereign,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  and  his  fenft? 
of  the  diflrefs,  in  which  his  continuing  at  the  head  of  affairs 
would  inevitably  involve  it.  After  he  had  figned  this  abdi- 
cation, he  gave  up  his  fword,  and  was  conducted 
to  prifon,  where  in  a  fhort  time,  but  according  to  July  6. 
what  had  been  univerfally  expected,  he  died.  The 
diforder,  which  killed  him,  was  called  an  hemorrhoidal 
choljc. 

Thus 


462  ^l'^  History  ^/ //^^  War.  1762. 

Thus  was  a  revolution  of  luch  immenife  importance  effect- 
ed in  a  fmgle  day, 'and  without  fhedding  a  lingle  ^rop  of 
blood.  The  unfortunate  emperor  enjoyed  the  power,  of 
which  he  had  made  fo  imprudent  and  unpolitic  an  ufe,  no 
longer  than  fix  months.  His  wife,  without  any  hereditary 
title,  is  fovereign  miftrefs  of  the  Ruffian  empire  ;  and  the 
xjioft  abfolute  power  on  earth,  is  now  held  by  an  elective 
monarch.  '  '   ' 

Immediately  on  this  revolution  a  number  of  manifeftoeg 
appeared,  in  which  the  conduft  of  the  late  czar  was  fe- 
verely  condemned,  the  weaknefs  of  his  perfonal  charaftcr 
expofed^  and  defigns  of  the  blackeft  kind,  even  that  of  mur- 
dering his  confort,' attributed  to  him.  Thofe  manifeftoes 
at  the  fame  time  were  filled  with  the  ftrongeft  declarations 
of  aftedion  from  the  emprefs  to  the  fubjefts  of  RufTia,  of  re- 
gard to  their  interefts,  and  of  attachment  to  their  religion  ; 
and  they  are  all  filled  with  fuch  unaffefted  and  fervent  drains 
of  piety,  as  muft  needs  prove  extremely  edifying  to  thole 
who  are  acquainted  v/ith  the  fentiments  of  pure  religion, 
by  which  great  princes  are  generally  animated  on  occafio;>§ 
of  this  nature.  •   * 

Nothing  could  be  more  able  than  the  condu£i  of  the  em- 
prefs, fince  her  accef[ion  to  the  throne.  In  almoft  all  re- 
!pe<51:s  it  was  the  very  reverfe  of  that  of  her  hufband.  Sh^ 
difraiiTed  all  foreigners  from  her  confidence  and  fervlce  * 
ihe  feht  away  the  Holftein  guards,  and  chofe  Ruffian,  whofs 
witient  uniform  was  revived  with  luflrc,  the  emprefs  her- 
felf  frequently  condefcending  to  appear  in  it.  The  clergy 
were  reitored  to  their  pofleflions,  and  their  beards.  She 
conferred  all  the  great  ports  of  the  empire  on  native  RuiH- 
zns.  and  entirely  threw  herfelf  on  the  aife^^ions  of  that  peo- 
ple to  whom  fhc  OY/ed  her  elevation.  .ivixq^    ; 
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EffeSf   of  the  revohiion  in  Rujfia  en  the  king  cf  Pru Jin's  af- 
fairs.    Situntion   cf  the   new    e?nprefs.     She  adopts   a   ncK- 
tfality.       Rufjian    conqueJJs    rcftored.       Ruffians     quit   the 
P ruffian    camp.       Kifig   cf  P rujfia   draws    marjhal    Daun 
frcrn  Buckerfdorff.      Schweid?ut%    hrfteged.       Marjhal  Lau- 
dohn  attacks  the  prince  of  Severn.       Is  repulfd.     Dfpo- 
.    fttion  of  the  French  and  allied  armies.      Broglio  removed. 
Battle   of  Grahenftcin.       French   defeated.       Lord   Granb'^ 
dri-ves  the  French  from  Ha?nbourgh.     Prince  Xavier  of  Sax - 
ony    defeated.      Gottingen  evacuated.      French  army    called 
from  the  Loiver  Rhine, 

THIS  great  change  In  the  government  of  RufTia,  it  was 
univerially  feared,  would  be  followed  by  a  total 
change  of  fyftem  with  regard  to  foreign  affairs.  The  peace 
and  alliance  with  the  king  of  Prullia  were  very  unpopular 
meafures  in  Mufcovy.  It  was  not  probable  that  the  clofe 
and  intimate  connedion  which  had  fubfiftcd  between  the 
king  of  Pruflia  and  the  late  czar,  could  greatly  recommend 
him  to  the  fucceflbr.  And  as  it  was  imagined  that  this  re- 
volution muft  have  been  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the 
machinations  of  thofe  courts,  whom  the  czar  had  irritated 
by  withdrawing  from  th^ir  alliance,  there  was  the  greater 
reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  power,  which  was  now  fet  up^ 
would  be  exerted  in  their  favour. 

There  were  alfo  great  advantages  on  the  fide  of  Rufliay 
if  the  emprefs  fhould  not  hold  the  peace  concluded  by  her 
late  hufband  to  be  binding  on  her,  as  none  of  the  conquefls 
were  at  this  time  evacuated.  Every  thing  feemed  to  con- 
fpire  towards  plunging  the  king  of  Pruflia  into  the  abyfs  of 
his  former  diftreiles,  after  he  had  emerged  from  them,  on- 
ly for  fuch  a  time,  and  i\\  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make  them 
more  bitter  and  infupportable. 

Fortunately,  however,  for  this  wonderful  man,  the  em- 
prefs, who  had  come  to  the  Ruffian  throne  in  the  extraor- 
dinary manner  that  we  have  feen,  could  not  look  upon  her- 
felf  as  fufficiently  fecure  to  undertake  again  a  war  of  fo  much 
importance  as  that  which  had  been  juft  concluded.  It  was 
neceffary,  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  that  fhe  fhould  confine 
her  attention  folely  to   her  own  fafety.     Therefore  it  was 

expedient 


464  Ihe  History  cf  the  War,  iyCi,.. 

expedient  to  collect,  within  itfelf,  all  the  force  of  the  em- 
pire, in  order  to  oppofe  it  to  the  dcfigns  of  the  many  mal- 
contents, with  which  that  empire  always  abounds,  and 
who,  though  not  attached  to  the  intereft  of  the  late  czar, 
and  little  inclined  to  revenge  his  fate,  would  find  now  both 
inducement  and  opportunity  for  raifmg  troubles  and  at- 
tempting new  changes.  Very  plaufible  pretences  for  fuch 
attempts  exifled  from  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great;  who, 
whilll  he  improved  and  ftrengthened  his  kingdom,  left 
in  it,  at  the  fame  time,  the  feeds  of  civil  wars  and  revo- 
lutions. 

Thcfe  confiderations,  whatever  her  defires  might  be, 
induced  the  czarina  to  continue  fo  much  of  the  fyftem  of 
her  predecefTor,  as  coincided  v/ith  her  fituation.  She  there- 
fore declared  to  the  king  of  PrufTia's  minifters,  "  that  (he 
was  refolved  to  obferve  inviolably,  in  all  points,  the  perpe- 
tual peace  concluded  under  the  preceding  reign,  that  never- 
thelefs  fhe  had  thought  proper  to  bring  back  to  Ruflia,  by 
the  neareft  roads,  all  her  troops  in  Silefia,  Pruflia^  and  Po- 
merania.'* 

It  was  not  the  critical  fituation  alone  of  the  czarifia 
which  produced  this  moderation  ;  the  prudent  behavioer 
of  his  Pruflian  majefty*  during  the  time  of  his  connection 
with  the  late  czar,  had  a  confiderable  fhare  in  reconciling 
the  mind  of  this  emprefs  to  him,  and  of  perpetuating  fome- 
thing  like  the  fame  friendfhip,  with  interefts  fo  very  differ- 
ent. The  Ruflian  fenate,  flaming  with  refentment  againft 
this  m.onarch,  and  againft  their  late  fovereign ;  and  the 
emprefs,  full  of  fufpicjon  that  the  conduft  of  the  latter 
might  have  been  influenced  by  the  councils  of  the  former, 
fearched  eagerly  amongll:  the  papers  of  the  late  emperor 
for  elucidation  or  proofs  of  this  point.  They  found  indeed 
many  letters  from  the  king  of  PrufTia  ;  but  in  a  ftrain  abfo- 
lutely  different  from  what  they  apprehended.  The  king  of 
Pruflia  had,  as  far  as  prudence  would  admit,  kept  a  refervc 
and  diftance  in  regard  to  the  rafh  advances  of  this  unhappy 
ally.  Too  experienced  to  be  carried  away  by  his  inconfi- 
derate  impetuofity,  he  gave  him  much  i'alutary,  though 
fruitlefs,  advice  ;  he  counfelled  him  to  undertake  nothing 
againft  the  emprefs  his  confort ;  to  defift  from  the  war 
with  Denmark  ;  to  attempt  no  changes  in  the  religion  and 
fundamental  laws  of  the  country  i  and  not  to  think  ofcom- 
im  into  Germany, 
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On  hearing  thefe  letters  read,  the  emprefs  is  faid  to  have 
butft  into  tears  of  gratitude,  and  made  in  conlequence  the 
ftrongeft  declarations  in  favour  of  this  prince.  They  were 
not  without  effect.  Orders  had  been  given  with  relation 
to  PrulTia,  which  threatened  a  renewal  of  hoililities.  They 
were  foon  fufpended.  7"he  army  of  the  Ruffians  was  in- 
deed feparated  from  that  of  Pruffia ;  but  all  the  important 
places,  v/hich  the  Ruffians  had,  v/ith  fo  much  bloodfhed, 
and  through  fo  many  difficulties  acquired,  and  which  gave 
them  the  command  of  every  thing  elfe  that  remained  to  the 
king,  were  faithfully  reftored. 

This  change  from  a  ftricl  alliance  to  a  cold  neutrality, 
though  it  made  no  fmall  difference  in  the  Pruffi.an  affairs, 
yet,  all  things  confidered,  muft  be  regarded  as  an  efcape, 
and  as  a  deliverance  almoft  as  wonderful  as  his  former. 
However,  this  circumftance  could  not  fail  of  infpiring  fome 
degree  of  confidence  into  his  enemies,  which  the  king  of 
Pruffia  endeavoured  above  all  things  to  prevent. 

On  the  2ift  of  July,  the  orders  arrived  at  the  allied 
camp  from  Peterfburg/for  the  Ruffians  to  feparate  them- 
felves  from  his  army,  and  return  without  delay  to  their  own 
country.  The  king,  without  being  confounded  by  this 
fudden  order,  and  inftead  of  fiackening  his  efforts  on  ac- 
count of  this  defertion,  refolved  to  fall  with  vigour,  and 
without  delay,  upon  marfhal  Daun,  and  to  attack  him  be- 
fore the  nev/s  of  this  change  could  reach  him.  Since  he 
could  no  longer  profit  by  the  arms  of  the  Ruffians,  he  en- 
deavoured to  profit  at  leafl  by  their  appearance  in  his  camp. 
The  very  next  day  therefore  he  attacked  the  Auilrian  army, 
whofe  right  wing  occupied  the  heights  of  Buckerfdorft ; 
drove  them  from  that  eminence,  and  from  fome  villages 
where  they  were  advantageoufly  polled.  The  fuccefs  was 
not  owing  only  to  the  fpirit  of  the  aclual  attack,  but  to  an 
apprehenlion  of  the  Auftrians,  that  the  v/hole  united  army 
of  the  Pruffians  and  Mufcovites  was  on  the  point  of  engag- 
ing them.  The  king  of  Pruffia  made  ah  ufe  of  thofe  allies, 
in  themom.ent  they  deferted  him. 

This  lively  attack  vvas  made  with  a  lofs  only  of  three 
hundred  men  on  the  fide  of  the  Pruffians  ;  the  number  of 
the  Auftrians  killed  is  not  known.  The  prifoners  amount- 
ed to  one  thoufand  ;  and  fourteen  pieces  of  cannon  were 
taken.  It  was  indeed  no  more  than  an  affair  of  polls  -,  but 
iz^i  confeouence^  were  important ;  for  the  communication 
D  d  fo 
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''ftKe  Imperialiits  with  Schweldnitz  was  now  entirely  and 
inally  cut  ofF;  they  could  not  attempt  any  thing  confidc- 
rable  for  the  relief  of  that  place.  Prince  Henry  held  them 
:m  continual  alarm  for  Bohemia,- and  a  great  part  of  their 
ittention,  and  no  fmall  part  of  their  forces  were  kept  con- 
tinually engaged  upon  that  fide.- 

The  king  af  Pruffia. having  thus  pufhed  back  marfhal 
Daun,  inverted  Schweidnitz,  and  laid  fiege  to  that  impor- 
tant for  trefs  before  his  face.  This  was  the  fourth  time 
which/that  place  had  been  befieged  fmce  the  beginning  of 
ihis  w_ar  ;  and  this  circumftance  alone  might  fufhce  to  fhew 
<he  many  and  extraordinary  changes  of  fortune  which  dif- 
i.;nguiilied  thefe  -campaigns.  We  apprehend  no  inftancc 
\\2iS  happened  before  of  any  place  like  this  of  real  ftrengtb" 
being  fo  often  fucceifively  taken  and  retaken  in  the  courfe  of 
.1.  fingle  war. 

As  Schweidnitz  is  the  key  of  Silefia,  and,  though  not 
<  ..uite  a  regular  place^  is  notwithilanding  v/ell  fituated  and 
well  fortified;^  as  the  garrifon  amounted  to  nine  thoufand 
tnen,  commanded  by  a  good  oiHcer,  and  affjfted  by  a  very 
experienced  engineer,  and  as  tv/o  great  armies  of  the  ene- 
my obferved  all  his  motions,  it  was  neceilary  to  make  the 
Jjfpofitions  for  the  fiege  with  uncommon  care.  His  infant- 
ry were  encamped  on  the  heights  behind  Schweidnitz.  His 
cavalry  formed  a  chain  in  the  plains  of  Keintzerdorf,  to  be 
learer  the  camp  of  the  prince  of  Vv^irtemberg,  which  was 
I'vtiiated  fo  as  to  prevent  any  enterprize  from  the  county  of 
Glatz.  The  prince  of  Bevern  commanded  a  ftrong  corps, 
vhich  ported  itfelf  advantageoufly  near  Cofel.  One  under 
rpnerai  Werner  did  the  fame  at  Noiila. 

By  thefe  difpofitions  the  Pruflian  convoys  were  protect- 
ed, the  principal  places  in  Silciia  guarded,  the  fiege  of  Sch- 
weidnitz covered,  and  an  calV  communication  prefcrved  be- 
ry/een  all  the  detached  corp.3  employed  in  thefe  feveral  fer- 
•.  ices. 

.  The  ciTecis  of  this  wife  difpofition  were  foonfelt.  Mar- 
n^al  Daun,  defpairing  to  fuccecd  againrt  the  army,  which^ 
under  the  king  in  perfon,  covered  the  fie^^e  of  Schweidnitz,.  ' 
cndea^■oured"  to  break  this  chain,  and  by  that  means  dirtrefs 
:he  Piuirians  who  were  carrying  on  the  fiege.  Laudohn 
was  therefore  detached,  with  a  very  lupcnor  force,  to  at- 
tack the  prince  of  Bevern,  and  to  drive  him  from  the  ad- 
\-sfcntaii;eeuh  jioii  he  occupied.     This  attack  Vv-ai>  made  with 

"7  all 
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all  the  celerity  and  refolution,  which  diftinguifli  the  opera- 
tions of  this  brave  officer.  But  the  prince,  mindtul  of  the 
difgrace  he  had  formerly  fuffered  in  this  province,  oppofed 
hi4n  with  fiich  conftancy  and  perfeverance,  that  the  king  or 
PrTiiTiahad  time  to  come  to  his  relief.  The  Aurtrians  were, 
then  put  between  two  fires,  routed,  and  purfucd  with  a  ter- 
rible (laughter. 

This  attempt  being  defeated,  the  king  of  Prufiia  met 
with  no  difturbance  in  his  preparations  for  the  fiege,  and  the 
trenches  were  opened  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  July. 

Whilft  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  making  this  advantageous 
ufe  of  his  fortune,  the  armies  of  the  French  and  the  allies 
in  Weftphaliawere  not  inactive.  Among  the  commanders 
of  the  former  a  great  difunion  had  long  prevailed.  The 
marfhals  de  Broglio  and  de  Soubife  had  mutually  accufcd 
each  other,  the  camp  and  the  court  were  for  fome  time 
entirely  diftraiSfed  with  the  cabals  of  the  partizans  of  thefc 
officers.  The  refult  was  not  favourable  to  marfhal  Broglio. 
In  him  the  French  court  was  obliged  to  recal,  and  in  fome 
meafure  to  difgrace,  one  of  the  very  beft  of  their  officer^. 
A  fufpicion,  and  that  not  weakly  founded,  prevailed  againii 
this  general,  that  unable  to  bear  a  competitor  in  fame,  or 
an  affociate  in  command,  he  had  often,  in  order  to  difgrace 
thofe  with  whom  he  was  to  acl,  neglected  to  improve  hi.s 
favourable  opportunities  ;  and  that  in  fome  inftances,  byhi^; 
oonducf,  he  had  purpofely  occafioned  fome  failures,  inc. 
even  defeats.  This  was  a  fault  which  no  great  qualities  ir. 
an  officer  could  compenfate,  He  was  therefore  removed 
fi'om  his  command,  and  the  conducl:  of  the  army  left  to  th: 
prince  de  Soubife,  who  v/as  infinitely  beloved  by  the  foi- 
diers  for  his  generous  and  benevolent  difpofition  ;  and  mar- 
shal d'Etrees,  who  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  courfj 
of  this  hiftory,  was  alTociated  with  him. 

The  plan  of  the  campaign,  on  the  part  of  the  French , 
did  not  differ  much  from  that  which  had  been  formerly 
purfued.  They  had,  as  before,  two  armies ;  this  under  th^ 
prince  de  Soubife  and  marfhal  d'Etrees  on  the  Wefer,  and 
another  under  the  prince  de  Conde  on  the  Lower  Rhine. 

The  difpofition  of  the  allies  was  alfo  but  little  varied.  The 
hereditary  prince  w^as  pofted  in  the  biflioprick  of  Munfter, 
to  watch  the  latter  of  thefe  armies  ^  and  prince  Ferdinand  in 
perfon,  with  the  body  of  the  army,  lay  behind  the  Dymci 
io  make  head  againii' the  former.  So  little  had  the  French 
D  d  2  profit'jJ 
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profited  by  their  fuperior  numbers,  and  fuperior  refources 
in  this  continental  war,  and  fo  little  decifivc  ufe  had  they 
made  even  of  fome  advantages  in  the  field,  that  this  cam- 
paign commenced  very  nearly  in  the  fam.e  place,  and  they 
contended  for  pretty  much  the  fame  objects,  which  they 
had  ftruggled  for  in  the  two  preceding  years. 

So  fuperior  was  the  genius  of  prince  Ferdinand,  that  un- 
der many  difadvantages  he  was  thefirft  to  commence  offen- 
live  operations.  The  ftroke  he  llruck  en  this  occafion  would 
fuffi.ce  alone  to  rank  him  with  the  firft  commanders  of  his 
age.  His  abilities  throughout  the  war  have  never  fhone 
out  with  more  luftre  than  in  this  campaign,  which  con- 
cluded it. 

The  French  army  was  jnoft  advantageoufly  polled,  both 
for  command  of  tlie  country,  and  for  ftrength,  near  a  place 
called  Graebenftein,  in  the  frontiers  of  HelTe  ;  their  center 
occupied  an  advantageous  eminence;  their  left  wing  was 
almoft  inaccelTible  by  feveral  deep  ravines,  and  their  right 
was  covered  by  the  village  of  Graebenftein,  by  feveral  ri- 
vulets, and  a  ftrong  detached  body  under  one  of  their  beft 
officers,  monfieur  de  Caftries. 

In  this  fituation  they  imagined  they  had  nothing  to  feaj: 
from  the  attempts  of  prince  Ferdinand,  whofe  armv,  be- 
fides  the  inferip^^ty-  of  its  num.bers,  was  feparatcd  in  fuch  a 
manner,  and  iln  fuch  diftant  places,  that  they  judged  it  im- 
pclfible  it  could  unite  in  any  attack  upon  their  camp.  But 
whilft  they  enjoyed  themfelves  in  full  fecurity,  the  ftorm 
was  preparing  to  fall  upon  them  from  all  quarters. 

A  confiderable  corps  of  the  allied  army,  under  general 
I.uckner,  was  pofted  to  the  eailward  of  the  Wefer,  near 
Fimbecke,  en  the  Leine,  He  lay  there  to  obferve  prince 
Xavier  of  Saxony,  v/ho  was  encamped  between  the  Werra 
and  Gottingen.  But  if  he  watched  the  prince,  the  prince 
alfo  watched  him.  When,  therefore,  he  had  orders  to 
quit  this  poft,  that  he  might  co-operate  in  the  grand  defign, 
iie  left  a  fmail  party  of  his  corps  in  his  ftation,  by  which  he 
deceived  the  prince  of  Saxony  ;  and  marching  in  the  night 
with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  he  crofled  the  Wefer,  turned  the 
right  of  the  French  army,  and,  without  being  difcovercd, 
placed  himfelfupon  their  rear.  General  Sporcken  at  the 
fame  time  placed  himfelf  10  as  to  attack  the  fame  wing  in 
/■■ank.     Prince  Ferdinand  crofled  the  Dymd,   in  order  to 
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fall  upon  their  center.     The  attack  on  the  enemy's  left  was 
commanded  by  lord  Granby. 

Thefc  preparations  were  made  with  fo  much  judgment, 
celerity,  and  good  order,  that  the  French  had  not  perceiv- 
ed the  approach  of  the  allies,  when  they  found 
themfelves  attacked  with  infinite  impctuofity  in  June  24. 
front,  flank,  and  rear.  The  battle  was  fcarccly 
begun,  when  they  thought  of  nothing  but  flight.  The 
corps  under  mounfieur  de^Caftries  had  time  to  retreat  in  to- 
lerable order,  and  withoJt  any  great  lofs.  But  it  did  not 
fare  fo  well  with  their  center,  and  their  left,  which  were 
oppofed  by  the  calm  refolution  of  prince  Ferdinand,  and  the 
generous  courage  cf  Granby. 

As  the  French  placed  all  their  hopes  rather  in  retreat 
than  con\bat,  an  entire  rout  muft  have  enfued,  if  monfieur. 
Stainville,  who  commanded  on  the  left,  had  not  thrown 
himfelf  with  the  flower  of  the  French  infantry  into  a  v/ood, 
which  enabled  him,  at  the  expei;ce  of  the  bell:  part  of  it,  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  army.  Here  this  brave  and  accomplifh-, 
ed  officer  made  a  refglute  fland,  and  for  a  long  timefuftained 
the  whole  weight  ofthe  allies.  His  corps  wa:  a  devoted  facrificc. 
All  but  two  battalions  were  cut  to  pieces  or  made  prifoners. 
The  other  bodies,  covered  by  this  refolute  ■  manoeuvre, 
made  a  fhift  to  cover  themfeles  under  the  cannon  of  Caf- 
{qI,  or  precipitately  efcaped   to  the  other  fide  of  the  Fuldii. 

Thus  did  the  French  army,  by  the  virtue  of  monfieur 
de  Stainville,  efcape  a  total  defeat ;  but  the  confcquencea 
of  the  a6lion  were  not  recovered  during  the  whole  cam- 
paign. Thev  loit  much  credit  both  in  point  of  refolutioxi 
and  generalfnip.  Tht^ir  infantry,  in  this  engagement,  con- 
ilfted  of  one  hundred  battalions.,  when  that  of  the  allies  was 
compofed  but  of  fixty.  The  common  men  made  prifoner-; 
by  the  allies  on  this  occafion  v/ere  two  thou fand  fcven  hun - 
jdred  and  fifty,  and  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fixty-two 
officers  were  taken.  The  Englifn  iofl:  but  a  few  men  killed, 
and  noofficcrof  rankbutlieutcnant-coloncl  Townihend  (a)y 

Vv'lio 

('-^j  This  col.  T<7'u;?/y/3'^/;// was  fecond  fon  to  the  hon.  'Ihomo.:. 
Honjjnjhend^  Efq;  He  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  oa  feveral  occi- 
]Qons.  Guadaloupe  he  was  pulhed  overboard  in  the  landing; 
of  the  troops,  but  his  black  faved  his  life  by  jumping;  after  him.. 
In  the  laft  campaign  in  GVrw^/?!',  he  was  Ihot  through  the  arm, 
and  in  this  engagement  he  loO  his  life^  feeking  the  poit  of  honoui 
Jli^t  Ills  dvty  did  not  reouire 
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who  fell  with  great  glory  to  himfelfj  and  to    the   regret  of 
the  whole  army. 

Every  thing  in  the  conducl  of  prince  Ferdinand  appears 
the  efFoSt  of  a  well  digelled  phm  •,  and  one  great  acSiiou 
compleated  always  helps  to  difclofe  a  feries  of  bold,  mafter- 
Ijy  andconnccled  dcfigns. 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  was  difloged  from  their  flrong  poft, 
tife  v/as  made  of  this  advantage  (whilft  the  French,  under  , 
the  hurry  and  confufion  of  their  late  mJ '-fortune?,  were  un- 
able to  provide  againft  unexpected  accidents)  to  pufh  for- 
ward a  body  of  the  Englifh  under  lord  Granby  and  lord  P>e- 
derick  Cavendifh.  The  French  could  fcarcely  imagine, 
that,  whilft  they  were  in  pofleffion  of  fo  ftrong  a  place  as 
Caffel,  and  commanded  an  army  fo  fuperior  in  numbers  to 
the  allies,  that,  whilft  prince  Ferdinand  braved  them  in 
front,  they  fnould  find  one  of  his  detachments  upwards  of 
thirty  miles  behind  them.  In  this  emergency,  monfieur  de 
Rochambeau  perceiving  their  m.otions,  haftily  collected 
fome  brigades  of  infantry  and  cavalry  at  Kom- 
July  6.  bourg,  to  prevent,  if  poiTible,  the  communicati- 
on of  the  grand  army  with  Franckfort  from  bein^ 
cut  off.  But  they  were  charged  with  fo  much  vigour  by 
the  two. englifh  commanders,  that,  though  they  defended 
themfelves  with  fpirit  for  fome  time,  they  w^ere  in  the  if- 
jue  difperfed  with  confiderable  lofs.  They  were  obliged  to 
evacuate  that  tra61:  of  country.  Fritzlar,  Feltzberg,  and 
Lohr  ;  and  almoft  all  the  important  pofts  in  the  fouth  part 
of  HelTe  were  occupied  by  the  allies.  The  communicati- 
on with  Franckfort,  from  whence  the  French  drew  their 
whole  fubfiftence,  was  abfolutely  intercepted. 

To  the  north  of  HefTe  alfo  the  allies  were  not  lefs  active, 
nor  tefs  fuccefsful  :  they  obliged  prince  Xavier,  with  his 
Saxon  detachments,  to  abandon  his  advanced  poft  on  the 
Leine,  and  unite  himfelf  to  the  grand  army.  They  got 
between  him  and  Gottingen,  by  which  the  French  garrifon 
there  was  left  without  fupport.  This  garrifon,  feeing  its 
communication  interrupted,  blew  up  a  part  of  the  fortifica- 
tions, and  attempted  a  retreat ;  but  finding  no  avenue 
open,  they  were  obliged  to  return  in  confufion.  Defpair- 
4;i^  of  their  ability  to  hold  this  important  place,  they  thought 
themfelves  happy,  when  at  length,  with  much 
Aug.  i6.  management  and  difficulty,  they  were  ^blc  to  eva- 
cuate it  without  oppofition. 

Prince 
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Prince  Xavler,  after  having,  as  we  faid  before^  quitted 
his  advanced  fituation  at  Morungen  in  the  territories  of  Ha- 
nover, united  himfelf  to  the  right  of  the  principal  army, 
which  was  pofted  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Fulda,  not  far  from 
the  place  where  that  river  forms  an  angle  in  its  junftion. 
with  the  Werra.  In  this  angle  ftands  the  town  of  Munden, 
a  fortified  place,  in  which  the  French  had  a  garrifon.  Full 
of  confidence  from  this  fituation,  they  were  under  no  ap- 
prehenfion  :  but  the  generals  Zaftrow,  Gilfac, 
and  Waldhaufen,  paiTed  the  Fulda  in  their  fight,  July  23, 
and  under  a  heavy  fire  of  their  cannon.  The 
corps  of  the  two  former  officers  pofTefTed  themfelves  of  a 
wood  on  the  enemy's  right  flank.  General  Waldhaufen, 
in  the  mean  time,  had  feized  the  village  of  Bonnevert, 
v^hich  enabled  him  to  keep  the  garrifon  of  Munden  in 
check,  and  gave  him  alfo  an  oportunity,  whenever  the 
occafion  required  it,  of  falling  on  the  enemy's  rear. 

The  bold  paffage  of  the  Fulda,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
fubfequent  difpofitions,  infured  the  victory.  Prince  Xavier, 
for  a  good  while,  defended  himfelf  with  an  obflinate  refolu- 
tlon  J  but  finding  his  flank  gained,  he  began  to  give  way. 
In  this  Inflant  Waldhaufen,  who  had  hitherto  only  watch- 
ed the  ifTue  of  the  engagement,  threw  in  his  horfe  upon 
the  rear  and  compleated  the  defeat. 

General  Stainville,  who  occupied  a  flrong  entrenched 
camp  in  the  neighbourhood,  feeing  the  party  of  the  prince 
of  Saxony  in  danger  cf  being  totally  cut  to  pieces,  quitted 
his  intrenchments  with  his  whole  army  of  ten  thoufand 
men,  and  haflened  to  their  relief.  Prince  Frederick  of 
Brunfwick,  attentive  to  this  movement,  with  great  quick- 
nefs  feized  this  critical  opportunity,  entered  their  camp  the 
moment  they  had  left  it,  and  entirely  deflroyed  all  their 
works.  In  this  adion  iico  of  the  enem.y  were  made  pri- 
foners. 

The  ~  French  finding  their  communication  deflroyed, 
their  army  furrounded  and  harrafled  on  every  fide,  and 
without  intermillion,  were  neither  able  to  advance  with  a 
profpect  of  fuccefs,  or  to  retreat  with  any  hope  of  fafety. 
In  this  diflrefs  they  had  nothing  left  but  to  call  their  army 
from  the  Lower  Rhine  to  their  alTiflance.  No  time  v/as  to 
be  loft.  Exprefs  after  exprefs  was  fent  to  haflen  them.  In 
confequence  of  thefe  difpatches,  the  prince  of  Conde  ad- 
vanced by  forced  marches ,    the    hereditary   prince   fl:uck 

clofe 
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clofe  to  him,  and  kept  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  fall  upon  his 
corps,  when  a  favourable  opportunity  fhould  offer. 

In  the  mean  time  prince  Ferdinand  prefTed  upon  Soublfe's 
army.  Advantageoufiy  as  they  v/ere  fituated,  he  offered 
them  battle  for  a  whole  day.  Rather  than  rifque.an  en- 
gagement they  decamped  in  the  night,  and  quitted,  with- 
out an  action,  thofe  advantageous  grounds  called  the  heights 
of  Mulfingen,  where  they  could  not  be  attempted  without 
the  greateft  difHcuIty  and  hazard  ;  and  thequitting  of  which 
gave  prince  Ferdinand  the  mofl  important  advantages  over 
them. 

Never  were  malilary  operations  pufhed  with  more  viva- 
city, v/hilft  the  negotiation  for  peace  was  in  great  forward- 
nei's.  The  two  great  contending  courts  had  opened  confe- 
rences, whilfl  their  arm.ies  were  cutting  one  another  in  pie- 
ces: but  prince  Ferdinand  on  that  account,  rather  flrain- 
ed  than  ilackencd  his  eft'orts.  He  knew  that  the  negotiati- 
on for  peace  is  always  m-ilch  forwarded  by  the  opperations  of 
the  campaign,  and  that  a  fuccefsful  action  often  haflens  the 
decifion  of  a  contefled  article*  Perhaps  too  he  was  willing 
to  {hew  in  England,  that  the  neceffity  of  making  peace 
ought  no^  to  be  attributed  to  the  circumflances  of  that  part 
of  the  war  which  had  been  committed  to  his  care.  People 
imagined  they  could  difcern  forriething  like  coldnefs  to- 
v/ards  this  great  comm.ander  in  the  new  Britifh  miniflry  ; 
and  that  he,  on  his  fide,  feemed  rather  to  favour  that  party 
in  England  which  was  for  prolonging  the  war. 

CHAP.     VL 

IFar  in  Portugal.  Flan  of  the  Campaign.  Mlrand^  Brag- 
anz.,  and  Chaves  taken.  Almeida  heficged  and  taken. 
Count  of  La  Lippe  arrives  in  Pcrtugal.  Surprize  of  Va- 
lentia  d'Alcantaray  by  general  Burgo^ne.  Affair  of  Villa 
Velha.      Spaniards  retire. 

TFIE  events  of  the  war  in  Germany,  tliongh  its  objc6t 
was  not  more  intcrcfting  than  that  in  Portugal,  feein 
to  rank  far  before  the  aclions  of  the  latter  in  dignity  and 
importr.nce.  They  naturally  occupy  the  firfl  phce,  and 
jufiity  a  more  minute  dctaif  in  an  hiilory  of  military  opera- 
tions, it  is  in  Germany  that  the  great  efforts  of  all  the 
great  pov/ers  in  Europe  were  made   from  the    beginning. 

Here 
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Here  the  moft  confiderable  armies  were  maintained  ;  here 
the  great  battles  were  fought ;  and  on  this  theatre  the  great 
commanders  gave  a  full  fcope  to  their  genius.  Germany 
ieems,  as  it  were,  the  natural  foil  of  hoftility  ;  but  Portu- 
gal, which  had  long  languiflied  in  a  tranquil  obfcurity, 
could  fcarce  furnifhout  a  faint  image  of  war. 

Of  the  {fate  of  the  military  in  that  country  we  have  fpo- 
ken  in  a  preceeding  chapter.  The  marine  was  not  on  a 
much  more  refpectable  footing.  About  fix  or  feven  ihips 
of  the  line,  and  a  very  few  frigates,  compofed  all  the  naval 
force  of  Portugal  that  was  fit  for  fervice  ;  of  that  Portugal 
which  had  formerly  been  one  of  the  firft  maritime  powers 
in  Europe.  The  fortifications  in  that  kingdom  had  been 
alfo  long  neglected,  and  fcarce  any  of  them  were  in  a  con- 
dition to  fuftain  a  regular  fiege. 

Portugal,  however,  pofTefled  fome  advantages ;  but  they 
were  only  fuch  as  £he  derived  from  her  weaknefs.  The  ex- 
treme barrennefs  and  poverty  of  the  country,  made  it  very 
difficult  for  an  army,  either  of  friends  or  enemies,  to  fub- 
fift  in  it.  The  badnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  frequency  and 
fleepnefs  of  the  mountains,  which  occupy  the  greateft  part 
of  that  kingdom,  made  it  no  lefs  difficult  to  advance  with 
rapid  marches,  and  to  improve  the  advantages  of  the  cam- 
paign with  proper  expedition.  The  nature  of  the  country 
alfo  rendered  it  not  unfit  for  that  fpecies  of  defence,  which 
the  beft  force  it  had  was  beft  qualified  to  make ;  that  is,  in 
the  way  of  an  irregular  war,  by  its  armed  peafantry  j  for  the 
defiles  in  many  places  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  be  capa- 
ble of  being  maintained  by  a  fmall  and  undifciplincd  body, 
againft  very  numerous  and  very  regular  forces.  And  the 
Portuguefe,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  were  animated 
with  fuch  a  fincere  and  inveterate  hatred  to  the  Spanifh 
name,  and  were  filled  with  fo  much  terror  at  the  profpeft 
of  falling  a  fecond  time  under  the  government  of  that  nati- 
on, that  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  their  exerting 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft  on  this  occafion,  and  of  their  rou- 
fing  that  natural  courage  in  which  the  Portuguefe  are  not 
deficient. 

Thefe  advantages,  however,  did  by  no  means  balance 
the  dangers  to  which  that  kingdom  was  expofed,  from  the 
joint  hollility  of  France  and  Spain.  All  the  hope  of  Por- 
tugal was  centered  in  England,  for  whofe  fake,andinwhofe 
quarrel  fhe  had  been  drawn  into  this  unequal  contcft.  The 
E  e  greater 
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greater  the  weaknefs  of  Portugal  was,  the  more  confpicu- 
ous  were  the  magnanimity  and  refources  of  Great  Britain, 
whomade  in  theclofeof  fo  expenfive  and  ruinous  a  war, 
fuch  aftonifhing  efforts  and  who  was  in  a  condition  by  her 
flrength  t<D  prop  up,  at  lead  for  a  time,  fo  very  feeble  a  fyf- 
tem.  She  fent  to  Portugal,  ofRcers,  troops,  artillery,  arms, 
military  (lores,  provifions,  and  money,  every  thing  which 
could  enable  the  Portuguefe  to  exert  their  natural  Itrength, 
and  every  thing  which  could  fupply  that  ftrength  where  it 
was  deficient. 

When  the  Bourbon    courts  made  war  againft   Portugal, 
the  declared  object  was  to  prevent  Great  Britain   from  the 
military  and  commercial  ufe  of  the  ports  of  that  kingdom. 
As  it  v/as  impolTible  to  attain  this  object  by   naval  operati- 
ons, they  attempted   it  by  military  ones,    and  aimed   their 
principal  endeavours  at  the  two  great  ports,  to  which    the 
Englifh  principally  refort.  Oporto  and  Lifbon.     The  pof- 
feffion  ofthefetwo    cbje6ls    would  probably  have  finifhed 
-the  war  in  their  favour ;  the  pofleflion   of  either  of  them 
would  have  given  them  the  moft  decifive  advantages  in    it. 
With  this  view  three  inroads  were  to  be  made,  one  to 
the  north,  another  was  propofed  more  to  the  fouth,  v/hilft 
the  third  was  made    in  the   middle  provinces,  in  order  to 
fuftain  thefe  two  bodies,  and  preferve  the  communication 
between  them.     The  reader  muft  confiderthis  as  what  ap- 
pears frorn  their  defigns,  and  from  the  fteps  they  took  to  exe- 
cute them  to  have  been  their  general  plan  ;  not  that  it  was 
^ver  perfeilly  executed  in  all  its  parts,  or  at  the  fame  time. 
The  firft  body  which  commenced  hoftilities  was   com- 
rnanded  by  the  marquis  de  Sarria.     This  army  entered  into 
the  north  eaft  angle   of  Portugal,    and  marched    towards 
Miranda.     This  town,  though  in  no  good  ftate  of  defence, 
jnight  have  delayed"  them  in  their  progrefs  ;  but   a  powder 
magazine  having  blown  up  by  accident,  the  fortifications 
were  ruined,  and  the  Spaniards,  before  they  had 
jVIayg.     raifed  their  firft  battery,  marched  into  the    town 
by  the  breaches  in  the  wall. 
Animated  by  this  eafy  and  fortunate   fuccefs,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Bragan7.a,  aconfiderable  city,  from   whence  the 
royal  family  of  Portugal  derived  its  ducal  titles,  This  town 
made  no  greater  defence  than    Miranda.     Yion\ 
May  15,    thence    a    detachment   marched    to   Moncorvo, 
which  W4S   furrendered  in  the  like  manner;  a^d 

every 
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every  thing  was  cleared  before  them  to  the  banks  of  the 
Douro.  A  party  under  count  O'Reilly  made  a 
forced  march  of  fourteen  leagues,  in  two  days.  May  24, 
to  the  city  of  Chaves,  which  was  immediately 
evacuated.  By  thefe  fucceffes  they  became  mafters  of  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  the  extenfive  province  of  Tralos  Montes, 
and  their  progrefs  fpread  a  general  alarm.  Oporto  was  al- 
moft  given  up  as  loft;  and  the  admiralty  of  England  prepa- 
red tranfports  to  carry  oft'  the  effe£ls  of  the  Britifh  fadory. 
However,  the  body  which  had  traverfed  this  province  with- 
out refiftance,  attempting  to  crofs  the  Douro,  had  its  pro- 
grefs checked  on  that  ftde.  The  peafants,  animated  and 
guided  by  fome  Englifli  officers,  and  feizing  a  difficult  pafs, 
repuifed  and  drove  them  back  to  Torre  deMoncorvo.  They 
are  faid  to  have  been  guilty  of  fome  cruelties  to  the  Spanifla 
prifoners  who  fell  into  their  hands.  Thefe  cruelties  were 
afterwards  feverely  retaliated  upon  them.  Thefe  people, 
on  both  fides  naturally  ferocious  had  not  been  fufficiently 
inured  to  war,  to  moderate  its  fury,  and  reduce  it  under 
laws ;  they  hated  mutually,  and  they  gave  a  full  fcope  to 
their  hatred  :  they  did  not  fee  each  other  as  foldiers,  but  as 
enemies. 

The  fecond  body  of  the  Spaniards,  which  we  have  men- 
tioned as  the  connedive  link  between  the  two  others,  en- 
tered into  the  province  of  Beira,  at  the  villages  called  Val 
de  Mula  and  Valde  Coelha.  They  were  joined  by  ftrong 
detachments,  amounting  to  almoft  the  whole  army  in  Tra- 
los Montes,  and  immediately  laid  fiegeto  Almeida,  which, 
though  in  no  good  order,  was  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  provi- 
ded place  upon  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  Befides,  it  was 
of  the  greateft  importance  from  its  middle  fituation,  as  the 
pofleiTion  of  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  operations  upon 
every  fide^  and  would'efpecially  tend  to  forward  an  attempt 
upon  Lifoon^  which  was  the  capital  objecSl,  towards  which, 
at  this  time,  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Spaniards  feem  to 
have  been  directed. 

Almedia  was  defended  v/ith  fufficient  refolution  ;  but   its 
fate  was  forefeen  as  foon  as   it  was  attempted,  there   being 
no  means  of  affording  relief  to    any  of  the    places 
befieged.     It  furrendered  however,    upon   terms  Aug.  25. 
honourable  to  the  garrifon. 

The  Spaniards,  having  made  themfelves  mafters   of  this 

place  overipread  the  whole  terriority   of  Caftle   Branco,  a 
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principal  diflrid:  of  the  province  of  Beira,  making  their  way 
to  the  fouthward,  until  they  approached  the  banks  of  the 
Tagus.  During  the  whole  of  their  progrefs,  and  indeed 
daring  the  whole  campaign,  the  allied  troops  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Portugal  had  nothing  that  could  be  called  a  body 
of  an  army  in  the  field,  and  they  could  not  think  of  oppo- 
fmg  the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle.  All  that  could  be  done 
was  by  the  defence  of  palTcs,  by  fkirmiih,  and  by  fur- 
prize. 

By  this  time  the  count  of  la  Lippe  Buckeburg  had  arri- 
ved in  Portugal.  Lord  Tyrawly,  who  had  been  fent,  at 
the  dcfire  of  the  court  of  tiibon,  thither  before  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  being  difgufted  by  the  behaviour  of 
fome  perfons  at  court,  and  much  difappointed  rn  his  expeft- 
ations  of  the  exertion  they  had  promifed  to  make  of  their 
own  force,  and  even  of  the  ufe  they  had  made  of  the  fuc- 
cours  from  England,  had  been  recalled  very  early  in  the 
campaign,  and  probably  not  contrary  to  his  own  incli- 
nation. 

It  IS  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  joy  which  filled  the  whole 
nation  at  the  arrival  of  fo  celebrated  an  officer  as  the  count 
la  Lippe  to  their  afliftance.  More  unanimity  was  now  ex- 
pe£^ed,  as  the  count  had  nothing  to  complain  of,  and 
came  an  entire  ftranger  to  all  the  fubje(51:s  of  debate,  which 
had  hitherto  exifted  between  the  Britifh  general  and  the 
court  of  Lifbon. 

That  army,  which  we  have  mentioned  as  the  third  corp* 
deftined  for  the  invafion  of  Portugal,  aflembled  on  the 
frontiers  of  Eftremadura,  with  an  intention  of  penetrating 
into  the  province  of  Alentejo.  Had  this  third  body  beerr 
joined  to  the  others  already  in  Portugal,  it  would  probably 
have  formed  fuch  an  army  as  might,  in  fpight  of  any  ob- 
ilrudion,  have  forced  its  way  to  Lifbon  :  had  it  a6ted  fe- 
paratcly,  it  might  have  greatly  diftradled  the  defence,  fo  as 
to  enable  fome  other  body  to  penetrate  to  that  city.  It  was- 
necelfary  to  prevent,  if  pofRble,  their  entrance  into  Portu- 
gal ;  fince  their  mere  entrance  would  have  been  almoft 
equal,  in  its  confequences,  to  a  vicS^ory  on  their  fide. 

The  count  la  Lippe,    therefore  formed   a  defign   of  at- 
tacking an  advanced  body  of  the    Spaniards   which   lay  ort 
their  frontiers,  in  a  town  called  Valcntia  de  Alcantara,    as- 
he  heard  that  they  had    here   amaffed   confiderable   maga- 
zines. 
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sines.     The  condu£l  of  this  important  enterprize  was  com- 
mitted to  brigadier  general  Burgoyne. 

This  gallant  and  able  officer,  though  at  a  diflance  of  five 
days  march,  and  in  fpight  of  all  the  difappointments  and  ob- 
ftru(5lions  to  which  fervices  of  this  kind  are  fo  liable,  when 
they  cannot  be  executed  immediately  j  yet  effect- 
ed a  complete  furprize  on  the  town  of  Valentia  Aug.  27. 
de  Alcantara  ;  took  the  general,  who  was  to  have 
commanded  in  the  intended  invafion,  one  colonel,  twa 
captains,  and  feventeen  fubaltern  officers.  One  of  the 
beft  regiments  in  the  Spanifh  fervice  was  entirely  de- 
ftroyed. 

Although  they  were  difappointed  in  their  expe£lations  of 
finding  magagines  in  this  place,  the  efFe£l  of  this  well-con- 
duded  enterprize  was  not  loft.  The  taking  of  this  general 
^vas  probably  the  caufe  which  prevented  the  Spaniards  from 
entering  into  the  province  of  Alentejo.  This  {ttmcA  to 
have  been  for  fome  time  the  deftination  not  only  oi  that 
particular  body,  but  alfo  the  great  objcil  of  the  Spanifh 
army,  which  had  hitherto  aded  in  Beira.  The  former  of 
thefe  provinces  is  a  plain,  open,  fertile  countr}^,  where  their 
cavalry,  in  which  confifted  the  chief  of  their  army,  and  in 
which  lay  their  moft  marked  fuperiority,  might  have  a6led, 
and  acled  decifively  ;  whereas  the  latter  was  a  rough  moun- 
tainous region,  in  which  the  horfe  v/ere  fubfifted  with  dif- 
ficulty, and  could  be  of  little  fervice.  To  prevent,  there- 
fore, the  entry  of  the  Bourbon  army  from  any  quarter,  into 
Alentejo,  feemed  to  be  the  great  and  fmgle  object  of  the 
campaign  on  our  fide.  General  Burgoyne,  by  his  expedi- 
tion into  the  Spanifh  territories,  had  already  prevented  it  on 
one  part;  and  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  the  fame  officer 
had  no  fmall  fhare  in  preventing  it  alfo  on  the  other. 

That  part  of  the  Bourbon  army,  which  afted  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Caflel  Branco,  had  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  fevTral  important  palTes,  which  they  obliged  fome 
bodies  of  the  Portuguefe  to  abandon.  They  attacked  the 
rear  of  the  combined  army,  which  was  paffing  the  river 
Alveito,  with  the  appearance  of  a  retreat ;  but,  in  reality, 
with  a  view  to  draw  them  infenfibly  into  the  mountainous 
tra6ts :  here  they  were  repulfed  with  lofs ;  but  flill  they 
continued  maflers  of  the  country  ;  and  nothing  remained 
but  the  paflage  of  the  Tagus,  to  enable  them  to  take  up 
their  quarters  in  Alentejo. 

Burgoyne, 
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Burgoyne,  who  was  pofted  with  an  intention  to  obftru£t 
them  in  their  pafTage,  lay  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  with- 
in view  of  a  detached  camp,  compofed  of  a  confiderable 
body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  lay  near  a  village  cal- 
led Villa  Velha.  As  he  oblerved  that  the  enemy  kept  no 
very  foldiery  guard  in  this  poft,  and  were  uncovered  both 
on  their  rear  and  their  flanks,  he  conceived  a  defign  of  fal- 
iiTg  on  them  by  furprize.  He  confided  the  execution  of 
this  defign  to  colonel  Lee,  who  turned  their  camp, 
OtSl.  6.  fell  upon  their  rear  in  the  night,  made  a  confider- 
able flaughter,  difperfed  the  whole  party,  deftroy- 
ed  their  magazines,  and  returned  with  fcarce  any  lofs* 
Burgoyne,  in  the  mean  time,  fupported  him  by  a  feint  at- 
tack in  another  quarter,  which  prevented  the  enemy's  be- 
ing relieved  from  the  adjacent  pofts. 

This  advantage,  being  obtained  in  a  critical  moment,  was 
attended  with  important  confequences.  The  feafon  was  now 
far  advanced  ;  immenfe  rains  fell  at  this  time  ;  the  roads 
were  deftroyed  ;  the  country  became  impracticable  ;  and  the 
Spaniards,  having  feifed  no  advanced  pofts  in  which  they 
could  maintain  themfelves  during  the  winter,  and  being  ef- 
pecially  unprovided  with  magazines  for  the  fupport  of  their 
horfc,  every  where  fell  back  to  the  frontiers  of  Spain,  where 
their  fupplies  were  at  hand,  and  where  they  were  not  liable 
to  be  harraffed  by  the  efforts  of  the  combined  army. 

In  this  manner  Portugal  was  faved,  at  leaft  for  that  cam- 
paign, by  the  wife  conduct  of  count  la  Lippe,  and  the  dif- 
tinguifhed  valour  of  the  Englifh  commanders  and  foldiery  : 
all  that  was  wanting  towards  their  deliverance  was  accom- 
pliihed  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  Englllh  army  in  more  diftant 
quarters,  and  by  the  peace,  in  which  fo  valuable  and  fo  ex- 
pofed  an  ally  was  not  neglected.  There  never  was  proba-* 
hly  fo  heavy  a  ftorm  of  national  calamity,  ready  to  fall  upon 
an  unprovided  people,  fo  happily  averted,  or  fo  fpeedily 
blown  over.  Every  thing,  at  the  beginning  of  this  cam- 
paign, bore  the  moll  louring  and  ominous  afpect  to  the  af-^ 
fairs  of  Great  Britain.  As  it  advanced,  the  fky  continu- 
ally cleared  up  ;  and  the  fortune  of  no  nation,  towards  the 
clofe  of  it,  was  enlivened  with  a  more  brilliant  and  more 
unclouded  profperity.  We  Ihall  now  proceed  in  the  rela- 
tion of  thole  fuccclTes,  and  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Englifli 
arms  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  where  new  fcenes  of  dan- 
ger aiul  honour  were  novv  oDcncd  to  them. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VII. 

Expedition  again/}  Martlnlco,  Forces  fent  thither.  Troops 
land  at  Cas  Navlre.  Nature  of  the  country.  Attack  of 
the  pojh  near  Fort  Royal.  Fort  Royal  f ur rendered.  St. 
FuTre  and  the  whole  ifland  capitulate.  St.  Lucie ^  Gre- 
7iade$.,  and  St.  Vlnceiit  taken.  Preparations  for  war 
agalnjl  the  Spanljh  IVejl  hidles. 

nrOwards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  it  was  determinel 
**  to  refume  the  fcheme  of  operations  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies ;  where  nothing  had  been  attempted  fince  the  year 
1759.  Diftrefled  as  the  French  trade  to  their  iilands  had 
been,  it  ftill  cont^inued  a  refource  to  that  nation.  On  the 
other  hand,  nothing  could  pofTibly  furnifn  us  with  places 
of  more  importance,  either  to  retain,  or  to  exchange  upon 
a  peace,  than  our  fuccefs  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Ano- 
ther confideration  had  probably  no  fmall  fhare  in  dire6i:ing 
our  arms  towards  that  quarter.  From  the  time  that  the 
difpofitions  of  Spain  had  become  equivocal,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  take  fuch  fteps,  as  would  put  us  in  a  refpe61:able 
fituation,  in  cafe  a  war  with  that  kingdom  fliould  become 
unavoidable.  It  was  therefore  very  proper  to  have  a  ftrong 
armament  in  the  Weft  Indies,  that  fide  on  which  Spain  is 
moft  vulnerable,  and  in  which  every  wound  affe61:s  a  part 
of  the  quickeft  fenfibiiity.  Accordingly  the  force  which 
was  fent  into  the  Weft  Indies  on  this  occafion  was  very 
great ;  and,  if  we  take  the  naval  and  military  together,  it  was 
fuch  an  armament  as  had  never  been  before  feen  in  that 
part  of  the  world.  It  was  certainly  very  right  to  leave  as  lit- 
tle to  hazard  as  poflible  ;  and  when,  in  the  moft  frugal  me- 
thod of  proceeding,  a  great  many  men  muft  have  been 
employed,  and  a  great  deal  of  money  fpent,  it  would  have 
been  an  unpardonable  error,  from  a  confideration  of  almoft: 
any  faving,  to  have  left  any  thing  imperfe6l ;  efpecially  at 
a  time,  when  the  eftedl  of  every  operation  became  almoft: 
Jiourly,  more  and  more  critical  and  decifive. 

Every  thing  which  had  been  an  obje-ft  of  war  in  North 
America,  was  by  this  time  completely  acquired.  It  was 
therefore  eafy  to  draw  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the 
army  from  thence.  Eleven  battalions  were  drawn  from 
Nev/  York  \  a  draueht  was  alfo  made  from  the  ^arrifon  of 

^  JBelleiHe, 


483  ne  History  of  the  War.  1762. 

Belleifle.  Thefe  were  reinforced  by  fome  troops  which 
had  been  fcattered  among  the  Leeward  Iflands  j  fo  that 
the  whole  land  armament  did  not  fall  very  fliort  of  twelve 
thousand  men.  General  Monckton,  who  had  acquired  fo 
much  reputation  in  North  America,  and  had  received  a 
very  grievous  v/ound  at  the  taking  of  Qiiebec,  command- 
ed the  land  forces  in  this  expedition.  The  marine  was 
under  rear-admiral  Rodn.ey. 

The  failure  in  1759  did  not  difcourage  our  adminiflra- 
tion  from  making  Martinico  the  obje6^  of  another  attempt. 
The  Englifh  fleet,  after  having  rendezvouzed  at  Barba- 
does,  came  before  this  ifland  on  the  7th  of  January,  1762. 
The  troops  landed  at  a  creek  called  Cas  Navire  without 
the  lofs  of  a  man  j  the  fleet  having  been  difpofed  fo  pro- 
perly, and  having  directed  their  Are  with  fucb  efFei^,  that 
the  enemy  was  obliged  in  a  fhort  time  to  abandon  the  bat- 
teries they  had  erected  to  defend  this  inlet. 

When  the  landing  was  efFecled,  the  difficulties  were  far 
from  being  at  an  end.  It  is  true,  that  neither  the  number 
nor  the  quality  of  the  enemy's  regular  troops  in  the  ifland 
were  very  formidable.  But  the  militia  was  numerous,  well 
armed,  and  not  unqualified  for  fervice  in  the  only  kind  of 
war,  which  could  be  carried  on  in  their  country.  Befides, 
the  whole  country  was  a  natural  fortification,  from  the 
number  of  ravines  with  rivulets  between  them,  which  lay 
from  diftance  to  diflance.  Wherever  thefe  grounds  were 
practicable,  the  French  had  poflied  guards,  and  erected 
batteries.  It  is  eafy  from  hence  to  difcern  what  obfl;ruc- 
tions  the  progrefs  of  an  army  was  liable  to,  particularly 
with  regard  to  its  artillery.  Thefe  obftrudlions  were  no 
where  greater  than  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place, 
againfl:  which  the  firft  regular  attack  w^s  propofed. 

This  town  and  citadel  is  overlooked  and  commanded  by 
two  very  confiderable  eminences,  called  Morne  Tortcnfon 
2.n(\  Morne  Gamier.  Whilft  the  enemy  kept  pofleflion  of 
thefe  eminences,  it  was  impoflible  to  attack  the  town  ; 
if  they  loft  them,  it  would  prove  impoflible  to  defend  it. 
Suitable  to  the  importance  of  thofe  fituations  were  the 
meafures  taken  to  render  them  impregnable.  They  were 
protected,  like  the  other  high  grounds  in  this  ifland,  with 
very  deep  ravines ;  and  this  great  natural  fl:rength  was  im- 
proved by  every  contrivance  of  art.  The  Morne  Tcrienfon 
was   tirfl:    to    be  attacked.      To  favour  this  operation,  a 

body 
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body  of  regular  troops  and  marines  were  ordered  to  ad* 
vance  on  the  right  along  the  fea-fide,  towards  the  town^ 
in  order  to  take  the  redoubts  which  lay  in  the  lower  grounds. 
A  thoufand  failors  in  flat-bottomed  boats,  rowed  clofe  to 
thefiiore  to  alTift  them.  On  the  left,  towards  the  country, 
a  corps  of  light  infantry,  properly  fupported,  was  to  get 
round  the  enemy's  left ;  whilil  the  attack  in  the  centre  was 
made  by  the  Britifh  grenadiers  and  the  body  of  the  army, 
under  the  fire  of  batteries,  which  had  been  ereded  on 
the  oppofite  fide  with  great  labour  and  perfeverance ;  the 
cannon  having  been  dragged  upwards  of  three  miles  by  the 
feamen. 

-  The  difpofitions  for  the  attack  of  this  difficult  poft  hav- 
ing been  made  with  fo  much  judgment  on  the  part  of  the 
commander,  it  was  executed  with  equal  fpirit  and  refolu- 
tion  by  the  foldiery.  The  attack  fucceeded  in  every  quar^ 
ter.  With  irrefiftable  impetuofity  the  enemy's  works  w^ere 
fucceflively  carried.  They  were  driven  from  poft  to  poft; 
until  our  troops,  after  a  fharp  ftruggle,  remained  mafters 
of  the  whole  Morne  ;  fome  of  the  enemy  fled  precipitately 
into  the  town,  to  the  very  entrance  of  which  they  were 
purfued.  Others  faved  themfelves  on  the  Morne  Gamier, 
which  was  as  ftrong,  and  much  higher  than  Morne  Torten- 
fon,  and  overlooked  and  commanded  it.  Thus  far  had  they 
proceeded  with  fuccefs ;  but  nothing  decifive  could  be 
io»ie,  without  the  pofTefliion  of  the  other  eminence,  our 
troops  being  much  mclefted  by  the  enemy  from  that  fupe- 
rior  fituation. 

It  was  three  days  before  proper  difpofitions  could  be 
pade  for  driving  them  from  this  ground.  Whilil:  thefc 
<lifpofitions  were  making,  the  enemy's  whole  force  defcend- 
ed  from  the  hill,  fallied  out  of  the  town,  and  attacked 
the  Englifh  in  their  advanced  pofts  ;  but  they  were  imme- 
diately repulfed  :  and  the  ardour  of  the  Britifh  troops  hur- 
rying them  forward,  they  improved  a  defenfive  advantage, 
into  an  attack,  palled  the  ravines,  mingled  v/ith  the  enemy^ 
fcaled  the  hill,  feized  the  batteries,  and  pofted  themfelves 
on  the  fummit  of  Morne  Gamier.  The  French  regular 
troops  efcaped  into  the  town.  The  militia  difperfed  them^ 
felves  in  the  countrv. 

All  the  fituations  which  commanded  the  town  and  cita- 
del were  now  fecured  ;  and  the  enemy  .waited  no     p  . 
]onger  than  until  the  batteries  againft  them  were  '    j- 

F  f  rom" 
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completed  to  capitulate,   and  to  furrender  this   important 
place,  the  fecond  in  the  ifland.   (a) 

The  capital  of  the  ifland,  St.  Pierre,  ftill  remained  to  be 

reduced  : 


(aj  Gsneral  Monckton*s  Letter^  to  the  Right  Hon,  the  Earl  of  Egre- 

tnont, 

Head-Barters  in  the  Ifland  cf  Mar  iinico,  Jan,  20,  I*}  62. 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  lordihip,  that  we  left 
Barbadoes  the  gth  Inftant,  anchored  in  St.  Jnne's  bay  in  this 
illand  the"  7th,  the  iliips  of  war  h,-^ving  lilenced  feme  batteries 
which  the  enemy  had  ereded  there,  and  where  I  was  in  hopes  to 
have  been  able  to  have  landed  on  the  weftern  Tide  of  the  bay,  and 
to  have  crolTed  over  to  Port  Royal  bay ;  but  the  difficulties  that 
vouid  have  attended  our  being  fupplied  with  proviflons  awd  (lores, 
added  tp  the  fcarcily  of  freili  water  in  that  part,  made  me  dt(\i\, 
I  then  thought  that  if  I  could  get  poflelTion  of  Pidgeon  Jjland, 
a  fecure  anchorage  might  be  had  for  the  fleet  and  tranfports  in 
Fort  Royal  harbour.  For  this  purpofe,  I  detached  two  brigades  of 
the  armv,  under  the  command  of  brigadiers  i/^w7^»i  and  Grant, 
to  Ance'barUt,  \vheie  they  landed,  and  marched  to  the  ground 
oppohteto  the  ifland  ;  -but  findijig  the  road  impaiTable  for  cannon, 
which  v/ere  necelTary  for  the  redudion  of  that  ifland,  I  judged  it 
beft  for  his  majefly's  fervice,to  proceed  (having  previouliy  recon- 
noitred the  Ihore)  and  bud  near  the  Cafe  des  Navires ;  which  wp 
cffeded  on  the  16th,  without  any  moleftation,  the  Ihips  of  war 
having  filenced  the  batteries  above  us.  I  had  forgot,  my  lor4, 
to  mention,  that  with  the  above  command,  were  the  light  infan- 
try under  lieutenant  colonel  Scott,  who  were  advanced  the  night 
the  command  remained  there,  and  were  attacked  in  tlie  night  by 
three  companies  of  grenadiers,  fome  free-booters,  negroes  and 
mulattoes,  which  the  enemy  had  pafTed  over  from  Fort  Royal -^  but 
they  were  fo  warmly  received,  that  they  retreated  precipit^itely, 
leavin^  fome  dead  ;  and  a  ferjeant  and  three  of  tlieir  grenadiers 
taieen  prifoners,  without  any  lofs  on  our  fide, 

AVe  are  now  encamped  upon  the  heights,  above  Cafe  da  Na~ 
I'ires ;  and  1  W4S  in  hopes,  before  this  time,  to  have  given  your 
Jordfhip  more  fatisfaftory  accounts  of  our  operations.  But  the 
yavjnes  or  guHys  we  have  to  pafs,  are  of  fuch  depth  and  difficulty 
of  accefs,  and  that  in  the  face  of  many  batteries  and  redoubts, 
•A'ith  th*"  whole  country,  as  well  naiia^oes  and  negroes,  a*^  inha- 
bitants in  armsj  and  without  being  able  tp  piocure  any  material 

ill- 
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reduced  :  this  is  alfo  a  place  of  no  contemptible  flrength  ; 
and  it  was  apprehended  that  the  refiftance  here  might  be 
confiderablc,   it'  the  ftrength  of  the  garrifon  in  any  degree 

cor- 


intelligence,  that  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  expofe  liis  majefty's 
troops  until  !  can  erecl:  batteries  to  cover  them,  which  we  are  at 
work  upon  with  t!ie  utmotl  expedition. 

However,  my  lord,  I  have  tbe  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  troops  continue  healthy,  although  they  have  been  necefTarily 
expol'ed  to  laying  on  their  arm^^asd  are  in  the  higheftfpirits ;  and 
I  don't  in  the  leaft  doubt,  but  that  I  fliall  be  able  to  execute  this 
principal  objetft  of  his  majefty's  commands,  of  which  I  Ihall  give 
your  lordlhip  the  earlieft  notice. 

It  gives  me  great  pleafure  to  acquaint  your  lordfhlp,  how 
much  1  am  indebted  to  admiral  Rodney,  for  the  aififtance  received 
from  the  fleet  under  his  command  :  the  utmoft  harmony  has  fub-» 
fiiied  hitherto,  and  I  am  perfuaded  will  continue  to  do  fo. 

Ihis  will  be  delivered  to  your  lordfliip  by  captain  Walfiniham^ 
who  takes  honie  the  admiral's  difpatches. 

/  ha-ve  the  honour  to  hty  ^c» 

IIOBERT   MONGKTOX. 

Admiral  Rodneys  Letter  to  Mr,  CU'Vtland, 

Cafe  Nanjtre  Bay ^  Martinico,  Jan,  19,  17624 

SIR, 
T  Defire  you  will  acquaint  their  lordfliips,  that  I  arrived  at  Ear^ 

badoes  on  the  2 2d  of  No^emher,  having  parted  company  with 
the  fquadron  under  my  command  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind,  a  few 
days  after  we  left  the  channel. 

The  Foiidroyant^  Mcdejie^  and  Bafilisk^  joined  me  the  27th, 
the  Notting^ham  and  Thunder  the  I  ft  of  Dnfmber,  and  the  Van- 
guard,  with  the  remainder  of  the  fquadron,  on  the  9th.  The 
Temeruire,  and  Aaesn,  with  the  troops  from  Belltijle,  arrived  the 
i4th  of  December,  and  major  general  Moncktort,  with  the  forces 
from  North  America,  on  the  24th  ;  and  having  remained  a  few 
days  to  water  the  fhips,  refrelh  the  men,  and  make  neceflary  dif- 
fofiiions  for  our  enterprize,  we  arrived  off  Martinico  the  7th  of 
January  ;  and  on  the  8th  %ve  all  anchored  in  St.  Anne's  bay  ;  the 
fliips  1  had  appointed  (under  Sir  Javies  Douglas)  having  filenced 
the  foils  of  tliat  coaft;  in  peiforn\ing  of  which,  we  had  the 
iirtsfortune  to  lofe  the  Raijor.able^  as  Mv.^  was  leading  in  for  one 
F  f  2  ff 
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correfponded  with  that  of  the  fortifications^  and  with  the 
natural  advantages   oi  the  country.     Our  troops  therefore 


were 


oT  the  enemy's  batteries,  owing  to  the  pilot's  being  ignorant  of  2* 
little  reef  of  rocks,  which  took  her  up.  We  have  favedall  her 
people,  all  her  ftores,  and  I  hope  foonto  get  all  her  guns. 

Having  by  the  motion  of  the  fleet  and-  army,  taken  pofTeflion 
cf  an  excellent  harbour,  and  fecured  a  larvding  on  the  weather- 
niort  part  of  the  ifland,  w^hich  might  be  made  tenable  at  any 
time,  as  likewife  thereby  greatly  alarming  the  enemy. 

At  general  jMonckton's  requeil,  I  difpatched  commodore  Sinan- 
'io«,  witli  a  fquadron  of  fhips,  and  two  brigades,  to  the  bay  of 
Petite  J?tu^  in  order  to  take  pofl  there.  Captain  Her^ey  of  the 
Drag.n  having  filenced  the  battery  of  the  Grard  Ame,  landed  his 
marines  and  feamen,who  attacked  italfb  from  the  fliore,  and  took 
poifedion  of  the  fort;  and,  on  the  14th,  I  followed  with  the 
ivliole  fiCet  and  army,  after  dcftroying  tlie  enemy's  batteries  at 
St,  Aniens  bay,  when  (having  reconnoitred  the  coaft  with  the  ge- 
neral) we  came  to  a  refolution>  to  make  an  attempt  between  Point; 
Negroe  and  the  Cas  de  Pilotte^  which  I  ordered  to  be  attacked  on 
the  16th ;  and  having  very  fuccelTively,  and  with  little  lofs  nlenced^ 
the  batteries,  I  landed  general  Momkton  with  the  grsateft  part  of 
Jiis  forces  by  fun-fet ;  and  the  whole  army  was  on  lliore  a  little 
after  day-ligkt  next  morning,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man  (the  boats 
being  commanded  by  commodore  Stvantcn  in  the  centre,  capt. 
ShuUham  on  the  right  wing,  and  capt.  Hervey  on  the  left)  with- 
iich  necefiaries  as  they  were  moH  immediately  in  want  of,  and 
had  all  the  .rips  and  tranfports  anchored  as  much  in  fafety,  as 
this  coaft  will  admit. 

I  alfo  landed  two  battalions  of  marines,  confifting  of  45-0  men 
each. 

The  army  are  now  carr^'ing  on  their  approaches  to  the  heights 
of  'ount  Grenie  and  Mount  iortenfon,  which  the  enemy  have 
made  as  ftrong  as  art  can  do,  and  from  whence  the  general  pro- 
pofes  to  lay  fiege  to  Porr  Royal. 

.  1  have  the  happinefs  to  add,  that  the  army  and  navy  continue* 
in  perfect  health;  and  carry  on  the  fervice  with  the  greateft  fpirit 
and  harmony. 

General  Moncktori^s  fe:ond  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Egremcnt, 

Fort  Royal  in  Martinico,  Ftb.  9,  iy62-* 


T  Tlad  tlie  lionour  of  writing  to  your  Ibrdlhip  th.e  20th  oij  tU" 
■*•  «r;,  when  I  acquai.itcd  you  that  I  intended  to  attack  the  tne- 
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were  ftlll  under  fome  anxiety  for  the  final  faccefs  of  their 
work,  and  feared,  if  not  difappolntment,  at  leaft  delay. 
But  the  redudion  of  Fort  Royal  had  fo  greatly  abated   the 

enemy's 


my  in  the  ftrong  pofls  they  occupied  on  the  oppofite  heights,  and 
t\\t  Morne  Tartenfon,  leading  to  Pert  Royal,  asfoon  as  1  had  erect- 
ed barreries  (which  Avere  thought  necelTary)  to  allift  us  in  the 
pairing  a  very  deep  and  wide  ravine*,  or  gully,  which  feperated 
BS  from  tiicm. 

My  difpofuion  for  the  attack  being  made  on  the  24th  of  Ja^ 
nuary,  at  break  of  day  the  troops  advanced  under  a  briik  ^re  of 
our  batteries.  The  grenadiers  under  Brigadier  Grant  firft  falling 
in  with  the  enemy's  advanced  polls,  began  the  attack  :  brigadier 
Ru/ane  on  the  right,  with  his  brigade,  and  the  marines,  was  to 
advance  and  attack  the  redoubts  along  the  coaft ;  1 000  feameii 
u\  the  fiat-bottomed  boats,  rowed  us  as  he  advanced  :  Lord  Ratio's 
brigade  fupported  the  grenadiers:  Brigadier  PFa/Jhwith  his  bri- 
gade, (fupporting  the  light  infantry  under  lieutenant  colonel  Scoti) 
to  attack  the  left  of  a  plantation,  and  to  endeavour  to  get  round 
the  enemy.  The  light  infantry  eifefted  their  attempt,  and  while 
the  grenadiers  were  driving  the  enemy  from  poll  to  poft,  they 
got  upon  their  left,  wliich  helped  to  complete  the  event  of  the 
day.  The  enemy's  works  were  now  fucceflively  attacked  with  the 
moft  irrefi  ;ible  impetuofity,  fo  that  at  nine  o'clock  we  were  in 
the  entire  poffeffion  of  all  their  works,  and  the  ftrong  ground  of 
MorneT^artenfon,  confifting  of  many  redoubts  mounted  wdth  can- 
non, and  advantag-eoufly  fituated  to  afTid  the  natural  flrength  of 
the  country.  Tlie  enemy  retired  in  the  greateftconfufion,  tothe 
town  of  Fort  Royal,  and  to  Mome  Gamier  (a  flill  higher  hill  tlian 
the  Morne  Tar  ten/on,  and  feperated  from  it  by  a  deep  ravine,  co- 
vered with  a  very  thick  brufh,  and  a  rivulet  at  the  bottom)  from 
whence  they  tiiought  they  v/ere  never  to  bediflodged,  both  from 

its 

*  A  largt  holloriv  made  heiiveen  tnvo  hills,  occafioned  by  a  fudden 
iurrentofiuater,  twhich  is 'very  frequent  and  rapid  at  the  time  of 
the^Equinox,  It  is  of  a  con fider able  depth,  and  not  lejs  difficult  to  get 
into  than  to  afc^nd  as  it  is  tufted  nuith  trees,  brujh-ivood  on  every  fide^ 
and  in  m.ny  places  co'vered ever  T^hefe  the  French  lined  with  in- 
fantry; but  our  forces  re  folute,  and  det^.  mined  to  carry  the  batteries 
on  the  other  fde,  let  each  other  donjon  fir f  flinging  thslr  mush  fs  ;  'when 
they  got  to  the  other  fide,  clambered  up  as  fafi  as  poffible,  formed, 
and  carried,  all  hefoie them.  Some  aver e  let  do'wn  precipitately,  by^ 
the  banks  gi-ving  rr^ay.  but  they  foon  reco'Vf-red  (hemjelves  and  joined 
their  cort>s. 
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enemy's  confidence,  that  the  militia  defpaired  of  making 
any  effectual  defence.  The  planters  alfo,  felicitous  for  their 
fortunes,  were  apprehenfive  of  having  their  eilates   ruined 


its  natural  flrength,  and  the  works  and  batteries  they  had  on  it. 
The  fpirit  of  the  grenadiers  in  this  attack  was  fuch,  that  fome  of 
rhem  even  purfued  th.e  enemy  to  the  bridge  of  the  town,  and 
brought  off  prifoners  from  thence. 

While  tliis  was  doing  on  this  fide,  brigadier  Havil  and  with  his 
brigade,  two  battalions  of  Highlanders,  and  a  corps  of  light  in- 
fantry (which  I  iiad  formed  from  the  feveral  regiments  and  given 
tlie  command  of  to  major  Leiand)  had  orders  (from  the  reported 
prafticability  of  the  pafr?ge)  to  crofs  the  ravine  a  good  deal  to 
the  left,  and  attack  a  body  of  the  enemy  who  were  ported  on 
ieveral  heights  oppofite  to  him,  and  to  try  to  get  into  their  left, 
and  by  that  meansdivtde  their  force.  Yet,  although  they  began 
rheir  march  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  fuch  was  the  difficulty 
cf  accefs,  though  I  am  convinced  every  means  were  tried,  that 
it  was  late  before  they  effeded  it. 

When  I  found  that  the  enemy  were  giving  way  on  all  fides,  I 
ordered  lieutenant  colonel  ^f£>//'s  light  infantry,  brigadier  l^^aljh's 
%>rigade,  and  a  diviiion  of  the  grenadiers,  to  a  plantation  more  to 
the  left,  where  brigadier  Haajila?id  was  to  have  come  down : 
they  drove  off  fome  of  the  enemy  ported  there  ;  and  the  light  in- 
fantry poffeffed  themfelves  of  a  very  advantageous  port  oppofite 
to  Morne  Gamier,  To  fupport  them,  I  ordered  brigadier  Ha-vi- 
tand\  corps  (which  now  had  paiTed)  to  their  right :  the  divifion 
of  grenadiers  under  brigadier  Grant ,  and  Waljh's  brigade,  kept 
pofleirion  of  the  upper  plantation,  and  communicated  with  Ha^vi- 
Zand's  corps.  The  marines,  which  1  had  taken  from  brigadier 
Rufane,  1  ported  to  cover  the  road  between  the  two   plantations. 

On  the  25th,  we  began  to  ereifl:  batteries  on  Morne  Tartenfon, 
againrt  the  citadel  of  Fort  Royal,  but  were  much  annoyed  on  that, 
and  the  following  day,  by  tlie  enemy  from  Morne  Gamier.  Find- 
ing that  it  was  abfolute  necelfary  to  attack  this  place  to  the  left, 
where  tlie  corps  of  light  infantry,  and  brigadier  Ha^iland^s  bri- 
gade were  ported,  I  determined  immediately  to  erreft  batteries 
rjgainrtthefe  of  tlie  enemy  which  annoyed  us,  and  which  might 
:)lfo  cover  our  parage  of  the  ravine. 

On  tlie  27th,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  their  batterie^,  and  with  the  greateU  part  of  their 
force,  !',ad  the  temerity  to  attack  the  two  corps  of  light  infantry, 
and  brig:'.dier  Ha^itand's  brigade,  in  the  poih  they  occupied  j 
but  weri  leccived  uith  fucii  lleadiiiefs,  that  they  were  immedi- 
ately 
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by  ^  war  too  long  continued,  or  perhaps  of  lofing  all  by 
paffing  the  opportunity  of  a  favourable  capitulation.  In- 
iluenced  by  thefe  motives,  and  difheartened  by  the  train  of 


ately  repulfed  ;  and  fuch  was  the  ardour  of  tlie  troops,  that  they 
paired  the  ravine  witli  the  enemy,  feized  their  batteries,  and  took 
port  there,  being  reinforced  by  brigadier  Waljh's  brigade,  and 
the  divilion  of  grenadiers  under  brigadier  Grant,  who  immedi- 
ately on  the  attack  had  marched  to  fupport  them.  Night  was 
now  come  on  ;  but  major  Leland  moving  on  to  tlie  left  with  his 
light  infantry,  and  finding  no  oppofition,  continued  his  rout  to- 
wards the  enemy's  redoubts,  wliich  he  foon  came  up  to,  and  took 
poifeffion  of  tlie  enemy  (except  a  few  grenadiers,  who  were  pri- 
foners)  having  abandoned  them.  Their  troops  retired  into  the 
town  and  citadel,  and  the  militia  difperfed  in  the  country.  Briga- 
diers Waljh,  Grant  2x\^Ba<v'tland,  immediately  moved  up  to  fup- 
port the  light  infantry  :  fo  that  at  nine  o'clock  at  niglit,  his  ma- 
jefly's  troops  were  in  polTeiTon  of  this  very  flrong  poll,  which  en- 
tirely commanded  the  citadel.  So  precipitate  was  the  enemy's 
flight,  that  they  left  a  mortar  loaded,  and  8  or  9  guns  unfpiked, 
with  a  quantity  of  ammunition  and  provifions.  The  cannon  and 
mortar  were  turned  againft  the  citadel  in  the  morning. 

Having  gained  this  advantageous  pod,  from  which  the  enemy 
had  fo  much  annoyed  us  and  having  completed  two  batteries  on 
Mornc  Tartenjou,  confining  of  fourteen  guns  and  three  mortars, 
we  opened  them  on  the  30th  :  but  finding  that  the  diftance  was 
too  great,  and  having  now  Mome  Capucbine  in  our  power,  not 
more  than  400  yards  diflant  from  the  fort,  as  well  as  the  poire,f- 
•^.on  of  tlie  town,  I  immediately  refolved  to  ereft  batteries  at 
both  thefe  places,  the  fooner  to  reduce  the  citadel ;  but  for  the 
ealier  conveyance  of  our  cannon  by  wafer,  I  ordered  major  Leland, 
with  his  light  infantry,  to  take  polton  the  river  monfteur. 

The  enemy  perceiving  our  defigns,  and  for  reafon^  be(lknov/n 
to  themfelves,  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  inftant,  beat  the  clia- 
made;  in  confequence  of  which,  the  gate  of  the  citadel  was  de- 
livered up  to  his  majefty's  troops  the  evening  of  the  4th,  and  at 
nine  o'clock  next  morning  the  garrifon  marched  out,  on  the  terms 
cf  tke  capitulation.  It  confifted  of  about  800  men,  grenadiers, 
marines,  militia,  and  free-boot crs.  About  150  cf  the  garrifon 
were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  fiege.  The  enemy  might  have 
kept  us  much  longeir,  as  it  would  have  been  abfohitely  nccellary 
to  have  made  two  or  three  breaches,  which  mull  have  taken  fome 
rime. 

In  the  feveral  attack?,  lam  credibly  informed,  tliat  the  enemy 
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inisfortunes  which  had  attended  the  French  arms  here  and 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  they  refoived  to  hold   out 

no 


had  not  lefs  than  icoo  men  killed,woii!ided,  and  taken  prifoners: 
among  the  latter,  feveral  of  their  principal  oiTicers  of  the  mi^ 
litia,  taken  the  24th.  Our  lofs  your  loidihip  will  fee  by  the  re- 
turn. You  have  aifo  my  lord,  a  return  (  f  the  artillery  and  ftores 
taken  from  the  enemy  on  the  24th  and  27th  of  Jaauaiy;  and  ia 
the  citadel  at  its  furrender  on  tb.e  5  th  inilant, 

I  cannot  find  words,  my  lord,  to  render  that  ample  juftice  dne 
to  the  true  valour  and  perfevering  ardour  of  his  majefty's  troops, 
which  I  have  the  h.onour  to  command.  The  difficulties  they  had 
to  encounter  in  the  attack  of  an  enemy,  poflefled  of  every  ad- 
vantage that  art  or  nature  could  give  them,  were  great.  Thicfr 
perfeverance,  in  furmounting  thefe  obftacles,  furniliies  a  noble 
example  of  BritifJi  fpirit. 

The  brip:adiers  Haviland,  Grant,  Rufane,  Lord  Rollo,  and 
IrValh,  and  all  the  officers  in  general,  deferve  the  higheft  ap- 
plaufe  fcrtlieir  animated  and  foldierlike  condudt. 

The  grenadiers  of  the  amjy,  in  three  divilions,  headed  by  the 
lieutenant  colonels  Fletcher,  Maffy,  and  Vaughan,  and  tlie  light 
infantry  and  rangers,  in  three  bodies,  commanded  by  lieutenant 
colonel  Scott,  major  Leland,  and  captain  Kennedy,  particularly 
didingiiilliing  tliemfelves,  the  warmeft  part  of  the  fervice  havinw 
fallen  to  their  lot. 

M.  la  Touche  the  governor  general,  after  leaving  a  garrifon  in 
Fort  Royal,  retired  with  the  remains  of  hisgrenadiers,  and  is  now, 
as  I  am  inf^med,  at  ^t,  Pierre^  We  have  not  as  yet  had  the  leall 
correfpondeiice  together,  nor  has  he  fo  much  as  fent  to  enquire 
after  hjs  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners. 

Immediately  upon  the  fort  furrendering,  the  admiral  and  I  re-r 
ceived  a  deputation  from  moll  of  the  quarters  of  the  illand,  de- 
firing  likewife  to  capitulate,  M.  La  Touche  having  refufed  them  to 
enter  into  any  terms.  On  the  7th  inflant  we  agreed  upon  the  ca» 
pitulations,  to  which  we  have  every  day  forne  of  the  other  quar^ 
ters  of  the  ifland  acceding.  St.  Pierre,  and  the  neiglibouring  quar- 
ters, are  the  only  ones  which  hold  out,  owing  to  the  prefence  of 
M.  La  Touche ;  but  fhould  they  not  come  in,  in  a  day  or  two, 
which  I  am  told  I  may  expeft  every  hour,  I  purpofe  moving  that 
way,  and  do  not  the  leaft  doubt  but  that  I  Ihall  foon  reduce 
them  to  reafoji. 

On  the  7th  inilant,  Pidgeon  IJland ,  one  of  the  defences  of  thi5 
harbour,  furrendered  by  fummons  on  the  fame  terms  of  the  citade^ 
(camion  excepted.) 
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no  longer  ;  and  general  Monckton,  juft  as  he  was    ■ 

ready  to  embark  for  the  reduction  of  St.  Pierre,   Feb.  i2o 

was  fortunately  prevented  by  the  arrival  of  depu- 


ties 


Your  lordfhip  may  look  upon  the  capitulation  for  the  illand  as 
fixed,  the  admiral  and  myfelf  being  refolved  not  to  make  the  leaft 
alteration.     The  other  quarters  muft  accede  to  it. 

AYe  hope  both  the  capitulations  will  receive  his  majefty's  ap- 
probation, as  it  has  been  our  earneft  ftudy  to  obtain,  on  our  part, 
every  advantage  to  the  nation,  that  could  accrue  from  the  con- 
quefi  of  thii  iliand. 

The  day  after  the  affair  of  the  27th,  learning  from  one  of  my 
parties  that  ¥.  Nadau  DeutruH,  late  the  French  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  was  at  a  houfe  about  two  leagues  from 
my  quarters,  I  thought  it  neceifary  to  fend,  and  bring  him  in, 
and  he  is  no.v  with  me  a  prifoner.  I  purpofe  fending  him  to 
France  by  fome  opportunity  that  may  offer  hereafter.  The  French 
troops  arc  all  aboard,  and  will  foon  fail  for  France  according  to 
the  capitulation. 

I  have  given  orders  for  the  repair  of  the  citadel,  and  for  every 
RecefTary  work.  The  inhabitants,  who  had  all  quitted  their 
houfes,  and  retired  to  the  heiglits,  are  now  returning  to  them  ; 
and  as  foon  as  I  have  fixed  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Pierre,  I  Ihali 
purfue  the  other  parts  of  his  majefty's  inftruflions. 

1  muft  repeat  to  your  lordfliip  the  harmony  that  fubiifts  between 
the  fleet  and  army,  and  the  cordial  affiftance  we  have  received 
from  admiral  Rodney ^  in  every  part  of  the  operations  where  his 
aid  could  beufeful. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  your  lordfhip  by  major  Gates,  one  of 
my  aid-de-camps,  who  will  inform  your  lordfliip  of  any  particu- 
lars you  may  defire  to  know.  I  muft  beg  leave  to  recommend  him 
to  hismajeftv's  favour,  as  a  very  deferving  officer,  and  who  has 
now  ferved  upwards  of  twelve  years  in  America  with  much 
credit. 

/  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^c, 

R.   MONCKTON. 

Rear  Admiral  Radnefs  /econd  Letter  to  Mr,  Cleveland, 

Fort  Royal  Bay,  Mar  tint  co,  Feb^  lo,  1762, 

CINCE  my  letter   of   the    19th   of  January,    fent   exprefs  by 

captiin    WaJJingham,     acquainting   their   lordfhips  with  my 

arrival  and  landing  the  army  at  Cafe  Naiire  j  1  have  the  hoftow*" 

Gg  to 


49®  TkHisiokY  of  the  War.  1762, 

tics,  who  came  to  capitulate  for  the  furrender  of  that  place, 
sind  of  the  whole  ifland. 

The  furrender  of  Martinico,  which  was  the  feat  of  the 

fu  peri  or 


to  congratulate  \\\vj\  on  the  furrender  of  the  moft  important  ci- 
tadel of  Fort  Royal,  and  Pidgeon  JJIand;  Avliich  has  given  his 
majefly's  forces  pofTefTion  of  the  nobleft  and  belt  harbour  in  thele 
parts  of  the  Weji  Indies, 

The  almoa  infurrnountable  difficulties  the  troops  had  to  ftrug- 
gle  with,  and  the  furrrizing  frrengtli  of  the  country,  improved  by 
all  that  art  could  add,  will  be  leil  explained  by  general  Mcnckton, 
Eut  this  I  muft  fay,  in  juftice  tothofel  have  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, that  tJie  intrepidity  2nd  gallant  behaviour  of  the  officers 
and  troops  employed  on  this  expedition,  could  be  equalled  only 
by  the  eager  znd  chearful  adivity  of  the  officers  and  feamen  ;  who 
contributed  every  thing  in  their  power  towards  the  redudion  of 
the  place,  and  made  no  difficulties  in  tranfporting  numbers  of 
the  heaviest  mortars  and  fhips  cannon,  up  the  fteepeft  mountains, 
at  a  very  ccnfiderable  diilance  from  the  fea,  and  acrofs  tlie  ene- 
my's line  of  lire. 

.  I  have  the  pleafure  toacquaint  their  lordihips,  that  we  have 
taken,  in  this  port,  fourteen  of  the  enemy's  left  piivateers ;  and 
jnany  more  wliich  are  in  the  other  ports  "of  the  ifland,  will  be  im^ 
ihediately  delivered  into  my  hands,  agreeable  to  the  capitulation 
ot  the  inhabitants:  and  for  aK  further  particulars,  I  muft  refer 
their  lordlhins  to  captain  Darby,  who  is  charged  with  thefe  dif- 
patches. 

It^gives  methe  fmcerrfi  fatiifaftion,  that  I  c:ix\  alTure  their 
jlordfnirs,  themoftpeneft  harmony  has  fubhlted  between  the  navy 
and  army,  each  vying  (in  the  mcli  friendly  manner)  wliich  fhould 
ferve  liis  m.ajelty  and  their  country  beft. 

Gsn-.rq!   TvloncH ton's    third  letter,    dated,    St.    Tetgr^,     Martint:o^ 
Fibruary  2",    1762. 

My  Lord, 

IHad  tbc  t.-)novc<:4  writing  to  your  Lordfhiptlie  9th  inft.  from 
Fort  Ro^al  which  went  by  Jny  aid-de-camp,  major  Gates^ 
.vhof'iikdfrom  th'.'nce  in  hismajefty's  f:^ip  Nightingale,  on  the 
loth  iiiit.  aduphrate  of  that  letter  I  now.inclofe. 

Ju^  wlun  I  was  about  to  cnVbarIf  for  the  reduction  of  St.  Fitn-^ 
two  dcpuritr,  arrived  at  Fort  Rcyxi  on  the  12th  inlh  offiering  terms 
ot  raLHtnlation  for  tiie  wiolt^  ilLmd,  on  the  part  ofM.  La  Vaffor 
p,^V-^;<t','^  the  Ggvernor-G-ueral  ca  the   j^lh.    They  received 

rlis 
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fuperior  government,  the  principal  mart  of  trade,  and  the 
centre  of  all  the  French  force  in  the  Caribbees,  naturally 
dr^w  on  the  furrender  of  all  the  dependent  iflands.     Gra- 

nad?. 


the  Admiral's  and  my  anfwers,  to  their  propofals,  which  they  car- 
ried to  St.  Peter's  \  and  on  the  14th  returned  with  the  capitulation 
iigned.  In  confequence  of  wiiich,  I  left  Fort  Royal  on  the  i^th, 
with  t!ie  grenadiers  of  the  army,  and  the  2d  brigade;  and  on  the 
following  day  took  pofTefhonof  tiiis  large  and  opulent  town,  with 
all  the  potfs  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  enemy  marched  out  about 
520  grenadiers,  who  are  embarked,  afid  will  fail  immediately  for 
France.  M.  Le  Vajjor  Delatcuche,  the  Governor-General,  M, 
Rouillgj  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  tiie  f^afF  will  fliortly  fol- 
low. 

Inclofed  I  fend  your  LordOiip  a  cop}^  of  the  capitulation  for  the 
ifland,  wliich  we  humbly  liope  v/iil  meet  with  his  Majelty's  ap- 
probation. Commodore  S-wanton  is  now  off  the  Grenades  with  a 
fquadron  of  men  of  war  ;  and  I  propofe  fending  immediately  Erig. 
Qitn.  IValJh  with  the  5th  brigade,  and  the  corps  of  light  infantry 
under  Lieut.  Col.  ^cott,  in  order  to  reduce  that  and  the  otlier 
iflands.  I  have  undoubted  intelligence,  that  the  number  of  wiiite 
men  in  the  Gnnades  do  not  exceed  500  i  and  in  the  other  iflands 
Hot  quite  fo  many. 

I  jhould  have  proceeded  upon  this  fervice  myfelf,  had  I  not 
thought  it  of  more  confequence,  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  my 
remaining  here  at  this  critical  time,  when,  by  what  we  can  learn, 
a  rupture  with  Spain  may  be  daily  expsfred  ;  and  here  I  am  aJfo 
at  hand  to  fettle  many  material  affairs  relative  to  the  fecurity  of 
thisconquelt. 

Indeed,  I  have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  Brig.  Walp  will 
meet  with  very  little  obftru-f^ion  in  his  operations.  However, 
fliould  he  not  immediately  fiicceed,  I  ihill  move  tliat  way  with  a 
larger  force,  and  make  no  doubt  to  compel  tiiem  to  a  fpeedy  fur- 
render. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  have  (ent  home  an  exprefs  until  I 
could  have  informed  your  Lordfhip  of  tlie  redudion  of  the  other 

iflands  mentioned  in  liis  Majefty's   inrlruftions. But   as 

this  ifland  is  now  com-pletely  reduced  to  his  Majefty's  obedience,  I 
was  apprehenlive  tliat  a  delay,  in  fl^nif}  ing  this  interefling  event, 
might  be  attended  with  fome  bad  confequences  at  this  critical 
jundure.  I  therefore  fend  this  by  my  Aid-de-Camp.  Captain 
Ricaut,  who  can  inform  your  Lordlhip  of  any  particulars  you  may 
deflre  to  know  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  Lord- 
fliip's  countenance,  as  a  very  deferving  and  good  offxer, 

G  2  a  A^ 
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.nada,  a  fertile  ifland,  and  poffefTed  of  fome  good  harbours^ 
was  given  up  without  oppofition.     St.  Lucia,  and  St.  Vin- 
cent, the  right   to  which  had  fo  long  been  objedls  of  con- 
tention 


As  it  was  necelTaryfor  hisMaje%'s  fervice,  immediately  to  fill 
fome  civil  employments  here,  1  have,  accordingly,  appointed 
proper  perfons  to  act  until  his  Majefiy's  picafure  be  known. 

Your  Lordlhip  has,  herewith,  a  return  of  the  artillery,  and 
warlike  ftores,  found  in  tlie  town,  the  Reduit,  and  the  otlier  dif- 
ferent polls. 

/  hwve  thi  honour  to  he^  ^c, 

ROB.  MOXCKTON. 

jidmiral  Radmyi  third  Letter^  dated ^  Bt,  Pietre's  Road,  MartinicOp 
February  28,  1762. 

CIXCE  my  difpatches  of  the  icth  inilant,  by  Capt.  /^/i-r^r,  ac- 
quainting their  LordOiips  with  the  fuirender  of  Fort  Royal, 
and  the  capitulation  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants,  I  have 
the  additional  pleafure  to  congratulate  their  Lordlhips  on  the  con- 
queft  of  the  whole  ifiand  of  Martinico ;  M.  Delatouche  having 
thought  proper  to  fend  his  brother  on  board  the  Marlborough, 
with  articles  of  capitulation,  jult  in  time  to  fave  the  town  of  St. 
Fierre  from  defli udion  j  a  copy  of  which  capitulation,  I  have  the 
honoui  to  inclofc. 

As  this  great  ifland  is  now  entirely  ftibjeded  to  his  Majefty's 
obedience,  1  can  only  repeat,  in  this  public  manner,  my  entire 
approbation  of  the  conduft  of  all  tlie  officers  and  feamen  of  that 
part  of  his  Majelly's  fleet,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  command, 
all  having  exeited  themfelves  in  their  proper  flations,  with  an  or- 
der and  refolution  becoming  Britilh  feamen. 

Immediately  on  thefurrender  of  St.  Pm/v's,  T  difpatched  Com- 
modore ^cc^^/ffT,  w^ith  a  fquadron  of  his  Majefly's  fhips  to  join 
thofe  already  before  tlie  illand  of  Granada^  and  block  up  that 
port  as  clofc  as  jx)irible:  The  iflands  of  St.  Vincrnt  and  St.  Lutia 
are  likewife  very  clofely  blockaded ;  and  I  make  not  tl\e  leaft 
doult,  hut  that  all  the  Caribbee  illands  will,  in  a  very  Ihort  time, 
be  fubjeded  to  his  Majcrty, 

On  the  4th  inlt^nt,.  Capt.  Ourry,  of  his  Majefty's  flnp  the 
Jjleon,  ciuizing  off  Tobago,  fell  in  with  and  took  a  large  Spanijb 
K'giikr  Jhip,  laden  with  caimon,  powder,  fusali  aims,  and  oidi- 
cajicc  lloies,  bound  10  Lu^uira, 

.     .  AdmiT^l 


1762,  7;^^  History  of  thi  War.  493 

tentlon  between  the  two  nations,  followed  its  example.  The 
Englifh  were  now  the  fole  and  undiiturbed  poiTeflbrs  of  all 
the  Caribbees,  and  held  that  chain  of  innumerable  iflands 
which  forms  an  immenfe  bow,  extending  from  the  eallern 
point  of  Hifpaniola  almoft  to  the  continent  of  South  Ame- 
rica. And  though  fome  of  thcfc  iflands  are  barren,  none 
of  them  rery  large,  and  not  many  of  them  well  inhabited, 
they  boaft  more  trade  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  many  refpedl- 
able  kingdoms. 

The  time,  in  which  Martinico  was  reduced,  was  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  almoft  as  much  confequence  as  the  redudion 
itfelf ;  for  the  war  againft  Spain  having  been  declared  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  it  became  advifeable  to  ftrike  early 
fuch  an  effective  blow  againft  that  nation  as  might  incline 
them  to  a  fpeedy  peace,  or  might  influence  the  fortune 
of  the  whole  war,  if,  contrary  to  our  wilhe?,  the  war 
fhould  continue.  It  was,  on  this  plan,  necefTary  to  employ 
a  very  great  force,  and,  of  courfe,  to  call  away  a  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  that  which  had  been  employed  at  Mar- 
tinico, whilft  the  feafon  permitted  them  to  act. 

When  the  Britifli  adminiftration  determined  to  trans- 
fer the  war  into  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies,  with  great 
judgment  they  fixed  they  eyes  at  once  upon  the  capital 
©bjedt  (a)  :   and   refolved   to  commence  their   operations 

where 


Admiral  Rodney's  fourth  Letter y  dated^  Sf,  Pierre's  Road,  Martinico^ 
March  I,  1762. 

t  Have  this  moment  received  an  exprefs  from  Captain  Hirvsjl 
that  the  ifland  of  St.  Lucia  is  furrendered  at  difcretion, 

(a)  As  the  merit  ofprojeSi'mg  this  expeditlo7i  has  been  varioufly 
related^  the  following  particulars  may  ?iot  be  i}?iproperly  given  here, 
Ad?niral  Knowles  on  his  return  from  famaica  in  1756,  took 
an  opportunity  of  vifiting  the  Havanna^  and  infpe^ing  its  fortifi- 
cations^ fjf  luhich  he  in ade  plans ^  and  otber  material  obfervations  \ 
thefe  at  the  requeji  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  were  laid  before 
him  for  his  infpeilion,  who  knowing  the  merit  of  the  admiral  as  an 
engineer,  confulted  him  on  the  mojl  probable  nieans  of  putting  them 
into  execution  \  thefe  his  royal  hi ghnefs  farmed  i?2to  a  regular  plan 
for  ex.::'iion,  ivhich  he  fent  to  the  mlnijlryy  who  held  thern  under 

con'- 
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where  others  of  lefs  ability  would  have  chofen  to  conclude 
them.  In  an  attack  upon  fabordinate  places,  the  conquefl 
would  not  have  been  much  more  certain  ;  when  obtained^ 
it  would  be  far  from  decifive ;  and  a  failure  would  have 
been  fatal,  as  it  would  include  a  iofs  of  reputation.  The 
failure  of  an  armament  in  a  fubordinate  attack  is  a  bad  pre- 
parative for  a  greater  attempt.  The  plan,  therefore,  of  the 
war  of  1 740  in  the  Spanifh  Indies,  in  which  we  began 
with  Porto  Bello,  and  fo  proceeded  to  Carthagena,  &c»- 
was  mean,  becaufe  the  fuccefs  in  one  of  thefe  attempts 
did  nothing  towards  infuring  fuccefs  in  the  other  ;  and  if 
we  had  fucceeded  in  both  attempts,  our  advantage  would 
have  had  but  little  influence  on  a  third.  But  the  plan  of 
the  war,  juft  now  concluded,  was  great  and  juft;  becaufe 
we  began  with  the  Havannah,  in  which  the  whole  trade 
and  navigation  of  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies  center,  and 
without  which  it  cannot  be  carried  on.  If  we  (hould  ac- 
quiefce  in  this  conqueft,  this  conqueft  alone  would  almoft 
have  iinifhed  the  war  ;  becaufe  it  would  have  utterly  in- 
tercepted the  enemy's  refources.  If  we  chofe  to  purfueou^ 
advantage,  it  expofed  the  whole  Spanifli  America. 


conftclerationfor  fame  time  ;  however^  this  plan  was  difapprovcd 
of  by  lord  Anfon^  then  firji  lord  of  the  Admiralty-,  who  formed 
another^  which  was  carried  into  execution  ;  but  as  his  royal  high-- 
fiefs  had  very  early  ititerefed  hirjifclf  in  the  expedition^  the  ap' 
feinting  of  a  commander  of  the  land-force  was  left  to  him,  which 
natu7-ally  fell  on  the  earl  of  Albemarle^  whom  he  had  in  amarmet 
tutored  from  his  earliejl  years. 


CHAP 
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CHAP.    VIIL 

CQ?n7nanders  in  the  expediiic?i  againji  the  Havannah.  Fleet 
fails  from  Portfmouth,  Pafjage  through  the  old  fir  eights 
of  Bahayna.  Town  and  harbour  of  the  Havannah  dejcribed. 
Troops  land.  Difpofeticn  of  the  troops.  Siege  of  Fort  Mo^ 
ro.  Captain  Harvey  cayvnonades  the  Moro,  Englijh  latte- 
ry fired.  Dijlrefs  cf  the  Englijh  forces.  Succours  arrive 
from  North  America.  A  fally.  The  fort  formed,  Ope^ 
rations  againfi  the  town.  The  Havamiah  furrenders,  Ad^ 
vantages  of  this  acquifition. 

T  T  being  determined  to  commence  with  this  enterprize, 
-■■  fuch  commanders  were  to  be  chofen,  as  could  be  fafely 
intruded  with  the  conduct  of  an  undertaking  To  weighty, 
and  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  fo  much  depended.  Lord  Al- 
bemarle, the  friend  and  difciple  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
commanded  the  land  forces.  Admiral  Pococke,  who  having 
contributed  by  his  valour  towards  that  fcvereignty  which 
his  country  had  obtained  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  was  now  chofeii 
to  extend  its  empire  and  its  honour  in  the  Weft. 

They  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  5th  of  March,  the 
day  on  which  the  Grenades  wers  furrendered.  A  fleet  had 
failed  from  Martinico  under  the  command  of  that  fpirited 
and  intelligent  officer.  Sir  James  Douglas,  in  order  to  rein- 
force them.  The  fquadrons  very  happily  met,  without  de- 
lay or  difperfion,  at  Cape  Nichola,  the  north-weft  point  of 
Hifpaniola,  on  the  27th  of  May.  After  this  junction,  the 
armament  amounted  to  nineteen  fhips  of  the  line  ;  eighteen 
fraall  veftels  of  war;  and  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  tran- 
fports,  which  conveyed  about  ten  thoufand  land  forces.  A 
fupply  of  four  thoufand  had  been  ordered  from  New  York, 
and  was  expedted  to  join  them  very  near  as  early  as  they 
could  be  fuppofed  able  to  commence  their  operations. 

There  were  two  choices  before  the  admiral  for  his  courfc 
to  the  Havannah.  The  firft  and  m.oft  obvious  v/as  the  com- 
mon v/ay,  to  keep  to  the  fouth  of  Cuba,  and  fall  into  the 
Jrack  of  the  galleons.  But  this,  though  by  much  the  fafeft, 
would  prove  by  far  the  moft  tedious  palTage ;  and  delays, 
abov-e  ail  things  were  to  be  avoided,  as  the  fuccefs  of  the 
whole  enterprize  would  probably  depend  upon  its  being  in 
fcrv/ardnefs  before  the  hurricane  feafon  came  on.  He  there- 
fore 
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fore  jefolved  to  run  along  the  northern  fhore  of  that  Ifland, 
puriuing  his  career  from  eaft  to  weft  through  a  narrow  paf- 
fage,  not  lefs  than  feven  hundred  miles  in  length,  called  the 
old  ftreights  of  Bahama. 

This  paflage,  through  almoft  the  whole  of  its  extent,  is 
bounded  on  the  right  and  left  hy  the  moft  dangerous  fands 
and  flioals,  v/hich  render  the  navigation  fo  hazardous,  that 
h  has  ufually  been  avoided  by  Tingle  and  fmall  veffels. 
There  was  no  pilot  in  the  fleet  whofe  experience  could  be 
ilepended  on  to  conduft  them  fafely  through  it.  The  ad- 
miral,-however,  determined  on  this  palTage  ;  and  being  pro- 
vided with  a  good  chart  of  lord  Anfon's,  he  refolved  totruft 
to  his  own  fagacity,  condu61:,  and  vigilance,  to  carry  fafely 
through  thofe  ftreights  a  fleet  of  near  two  hundred  fail.  So 
bold  an  attempt  had  never  been  made  ;  but  every  precaution 
was  taken  to  guard  this  boldnefs  from  the  im^putation  of  te- 
merity. A  veiTel  was  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  paffage,  and, 
when  returned,  was  ordered  to  take  the  lead  ;  fomc^  frigates 
followed ;  fioops  and  boats  were  ftationed  on  the  right  and 
left  on  the  fhallows,  with  well  adapted  fignals  both  for  the 
day  and  the  night.  The  fleet  moved  in  feven  divffions. 
And  being  favoured  with  pleafant  weather,  and  fecured  by 
the  admirable  difpofitions  which  were  made,  they,  without 
the  fmalleft  lofs  or  interruption,  got  clear  thro'  this  perilous 
pafHige  on  the  5th  of  June,  having  entered  it  on  the  27th 
of.  May. 

The  Havannah,  the  obje£l  of  their  long  voyage,  and  of 
fo  many  anxious  hopes  and  fears,  was  now  before  them. 
This  place  is  not  denominated  the  capital  of  Cuba;  St.Jago, 
fituated  at  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  idand,  has  that  title  : 
but  the  Havannah,  though  the  fecond  in  rank,  is  the  firftin 
wealth,  fize,  and  importance.  The  harbour,  upon  v/hich  it 
ftanc's,  is,  in  every  refpe^l,  one  of  the  beft  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  perhaps  in  the  world.  It  is  entered  by  a  narrow 
pafTage,  upwards  of  half  a  mile  in  length,  which  afterwards 
t^xpands  into  a  large  bafon,  forming  three  cul  de  Jhcs ;  (a) 
and  is  fufliicient,  in  extent  and  depth,  to  contain  a  thoufand 
fail  of  the  largeft  fhipe,  having  almoft  throughout  fix  fathom 
water,  ^nd  btnng  perfe(ftly  covered  from  every  wind.  In 
this  bay  the  nch  fleets  from  the  fcvcral  parts  of  the  Spanifti 

Wefi 

(a)  D(ep  Bayu 
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Weft  Indies,    called  the  Galleons  and  the  Flota,  a/Tenible,^ 
before  they  finally  fet  out  on  their  voyage  for  Europe. 

This  circumftance  has  rendered  the  Havannah  one  of 
the  moft  opulent,  flourifhing,  and  populous  cities  in  this 
part  of  the  world.  Great  care  was  taken  to  fortify  and  fe- 
cure  a  place,  which,  by  being  the  center  of  fo  rich  a  com- 
merce, would  naturally  become  the  faireft  mark  for  the  at- 
tempts of  an  enemy.  The.  narrov/  entrance  into  this  har- 
bour is  fecured  on  one  fide  by  a  very  ftrong  fort,  called  the 
Moro,  (C)  built  upon  a  projecting  point  of  land:  on  the 
other,  it  is  defended  by  a  fort  called  the  Puntal,  (D)  which, 
joins  the  town.  The  town  itfelf,  which  is  fituated  to  the 
wcftward  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  to 
the  Moro  fort,  is  furrounded  by  a  good  rampart,  (AA) 
flanked  v/ith  baftions,  and  covered  with  a  ditch. 

The  Spaniards,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  preparing 
for  war,  had  formed  a  confiderable  navy  in  the  Weft  Indies  : 
this  fleet,  (q)  v/hich  was  near  twenty  fall,  moftlyof  the  line, 
lay  at  this  time  in  the  bafon  of  the  Havannah  ;  but  they  had 
not,  when  our  armament  appeared  before  the  port,  received, 
it  feems,  any  authentic  account  from  their  court  concerning 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities  between  the  two  nations. 

Whether  the   Spaniards  were  rendered   inactive  by  the 

want  of  inftrudions,  whether   all    their  fhips  were  not  in 

fighting    condition,    or    whatever  elfe   was  the  caufe,  this 

fleet  lay  quiet  in  the  harbour.     If  fome  of  the  above  rea- 

fons  did  not  oppofe,   it   may    be    very  rationally  fuppofed, 

that  their  beft  part  would  have  been  to  come  out,  and  fight 

our  fquadron.     They. were  not  very  far  from  an  equality; 

and  though  the  ilfue  of  a  battle   might  have  proved  unfa- 

"  vourable  to  them,  yet  a  battle  tolerably  maintained  would 

have  much  difabled  our  armament,  and.  perhaps  have  been 

a  means  of  preventing  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  enterprize. 

The  lofs  of  their  fleet  in  this  way  migh'c  poffibly  have  faved 

the  city;  but,  the  city,  once  taken,  nothing  could  poffibly 

fave  the  fleet.   It  is  true,  they  muchtrufted,  and  not  wholly 

v/ithout  reafon,  to  the  ftrength  of  the  place,  and  to  thofe 

aftonifhing  difficulties  which  attend  any  military  operation, 

that  is  draXvn  out  to  length  in  this  unhealthy  climate.     In 

other  refpe6ts,  they  v^^ere  very  far    from  being  deficient  in 

proper  meafures   for  their  defence.     They  made  a  ftrong 

boom  (p)  acrofsthe  mouth  of  the  harbour  >  and  almoft  the 

H  h  only 
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only  ufe  they  made  of  their  fnipping,  in  the  defence  of  the 
place,  was  to  fink  three  of  them  (n)  behind  this  boom. 

When  all  things  were  in  readinefs  foj  landing,  the  admi- 
ral, with  a  great  part  of  the  fleet,  bore  away  to  the  weft- 
ward,  (s)  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  from  the 
true  object,  and  made  a  feint,  as  if  he  intended  to  land  up- 
on that  fide  ;  while  commodore  Keppel  and  captain  Har- 
vey, commanding  a  detachment  of  the  fquadron,  approach- 
ed the  fhore  to  the  eaftward  (t)  of  the  harbour, 
June  7.  and  effected  a  landing  there  in  the  utmoft  order^ 
without  any  oppofition,  having  previoufiy  filenced 
a  fmall  fort,  (F)  which  might  have  given  fome  diftur- 
fcance. 

The  principal  body  of  the  army  was  deftined  to  acl  upon 
this  iide.  It  w^as  divided  into  two  corps  ;  one  of  which  was 
advanced  a  confiderable  way  in  the  country,  towards  the 
fouth-eaft  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  cover  the  fiege,,  and 
to  fecure  our  parties  employed  in  watering  and  procuring 
provifions.  This  corps  was  commanded  by  general  Elliot. 
The  ether  v/as  immediately  occupied  in  the  attack  on  ForL 
Moro,  (w)  to  the  redutSlion  of  which  the  efforts  of  the  En- 
gliih  were  principally  directed,  as  the  Moro  commanded^ 
the  town,  and  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  This  attack 
was  conduced  by  general  Keppel.  To  make  a  diverfion  ifi 
favour  of  this  grand  operation,  a  detachment,  under  colonel 
How,  was  encamped  to  the  weftv/ard  of  the  town.  This 
body  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and  the 
country,  and  kept  the  enemy's  attention  divided.  Such"was 
the  difpofition,  and  it  was  impoflible  to  make  a  better,  ot' 
the  land  forces  during  the  whole  fiege.  (a) 

The 


(a)  Explanation  of  the  Plan  of  the  fiege  of  the  HAVANNAH, 
drawn  by  an  officer  on  the  fpot,  Auguji  15,  1762. 

A  A  Extent  of  the  nxiall.  References  to  the  P  I,  A  N, 

B  The  Land  Gaie,  a  Where  his  mcjejiys  troops  fir  ft 

C   Moor  Cafile,  landed^  June  j,    1762. 

D  Puntal  Fort,  b  The  march  of  the  army  imme- 

E  The  Forty  or  Go<vernor'*s  Haufe,  diately  ajter  lanaing. 

F  Fort  Cojimar,  c  Hit     m-^jejlys    Jhip     Dragon 

G  Fort  Chorera,  agaiyifi  Cojimar. 

H  The  Cafiie  of  Bacanoa,  d  Where  the  armjfirji  encamped, 

e  When 


t      t     t 
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only  ufe  they  made  of  their  fhipping,  in  the  defence  of  the 
place,  was  to  fink  three  of  them  (n)  behind  this  boom. 

When  all  things  were  in  readinefs  foj  landing,  the  admi- 
ral, with  a  great  part  of  the  fleet,  bore  away  to  the  weft- 
ward,  (s)  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  from  the 
true  object,  and  made  a  feint,  as  if  he  intended  to  land  up- 
on that  fide ;  while  commodore  Keppel  and  captain  Har- 
vey, commanding  a  detachment  of  the  fquadron,  approach- 
ed the  fhore  to  the  eaftward  (t)  of  the  harbour, 
June  7.  and  efFe6led  a  landing  there  in  the  utmoft  order, 
without  any  oppofition,  having  previoully  filenced 
2.  fmall  fort,  (F)  which  might  have  given  fome  diftur- 
bance. 

The  principal  body  of  the  army  wa5  deflined  to  act  upon 
this  fide.  It  was  divided  into  two  corps ;  one  of  which  was 
advanced  a  confiderable  way  in  the  country,  towards  the 
fouth-eaft  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  cover  the  fiege,  and 
to  fecure  our  parties  employed  in  watering  and  procuring 
provifions.  Ihis  corps  was  commanded  by  general  Elliot, 
The  other  v/as  immediately  occupied  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
Moro,  (w)  to  the  redutSlion  of  which  the  efforts  of  the  En- 
gl ifh  were  principally  directed,  as  the  Moro  commanded 
the  town,  and  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  This  attack 
was  condudted  by  general  Keppel.  To  make  a  diverfion  in 
favour  of  this  grand  operation,  a  detachment,  under  colonel 
How,  was  encamped  to  the  weftv/ard  of  the  town.  This 
body  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  town  and  the 
country,  and  kept  the  enemy's  attention  divided.  Such^was 
the  difpofition,  and  it  was  impoflible  to  make  a  better,  ot" 
the  land  forces  during  the  whole  fiege.  (a) 

The 


(a)  Explanation  of  the  Plan  of  the  fiege  of  the  HAVANNAH, 
drawn  by  an  officer  on  the  fpot,  Augufi  15,  1762. 

A  A  Extent  of  the  nxjall.  References  to  the  PLAN. 

E  T^he  Land  Gaie,  a  Where  hh  majefiys  troops  Jirjt 

C   Moor  Cajile,  landed^  June  7,    1762. 

D  Puntal  Fort,  b  The  march  of  the  army  imme- 

E  The  Fort,  or  Go<vernQr^t  Haufe,  diately  ajter  landing. 

F  Fort  Cojimar,  c  Hit     mojejlys    Jhip     Dragon 

G  Fort  Chorera.  againjl  Cajimar. 

H  The  Cafile  of  Bacanoa,  d  IVhere  the  arm)  frji  encamped, 

e  U'hen 


Drawn^aii  OFFICER  .  l5:^Angufl  lyS'a  .         ^  ^  ^  4L 


*  4 

4.^      ^^%%. 


1762.  ^^e  History  of  the  War.  499 

The  hardfhips  v/hich  the  Englifh  army  fuftained,  in  car- 
ryino-  on  the  fiege  of  the  Moro,  are  almoft  inexprelTible  : 
the  earth  was  every  where  fo  thin,  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  they  could  cover  themfelves  in  their  approaches. 
There  was  no  fpring  or  river  near  them  ;  it  was  necelTary 
to  bring  water  from  a  great  diftance  ;  and  fo  precarious  and 
fcanty  was  this  fupply,  that  they  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  water  from  the  {hips.  Roads  for  communication 
were  to  be  cut  through  thick  woods  ;  the  artillery  was  to  be 
drag;ged  for  a  vaft  way  over  a  rough  rocky  fhore.  Several 
dropped  down  dead  with  heat,  thirft,  and  fatigue.  But 
fuch  was  the  refolution  of  our  people,  fuch  the  happy  and 
perfect  unanimity  which  fubfifted  between  the  land  and  the 
fea  fervices,  that  no  difficulties,  no  hardfhips,  flackened  for 
a  moment  the  operations  againft  this  important,  ftrong, 
and  well  defended  place.  Batteries  were,  in  fpite  of  all 
difficulties,  raifed  againft  the  Moro,  and  along  the  hill  upon 
which  this  fort  ftands^  in  order  to  drive  the  enemy's  fhips 
deeper  into  the  harbour,  and  thus  to  prevent  them  from 
moleftingour  approaches. 

The  enemy's   fire,   and  that  of  the  befiegers,  was  for  a 

long  time  pretty  near  on  an  equality,  and   it  was  kept  up 

with  great  vivacity    on   both  fides.     The  Spaniards  in  the 

fort  communicated   with  the  town,  from  which  they  were 

H  h  2  recruited 


e  Where   the   cannon  and  fiores        funk  at   the   entrance   of  th6 

nvere  landed^  harbour. 

f  T:he  batteries  againft  the  Moro,  o  One  Company's  Jhip  overfet, 

g  The  Dragon,  Cambridge,   and  p  The  chain  and  bomb. 

Marlborough,  againft  the  Mo-  q.  The  Spanijh  Admiral  and  fleet, 

ro,  r  Tnuo  Jhips  on  tbe  flocks, 

h  The  bombs  againft  the  Puntal.  s  Sir  George   Pocock,   <witb   the 
i  His    mayfly  s     Jhip      Belleifle         men  of  vjar  and  transports, 

againfl  Chor era  fort,  t  Commodore    Keppel     nvith    the 
k   The  batteries  on  the  nueflfide         fnen  of  'war  and  tranfports, 

againft  the  Puntal.  w  Camp  at  the  'water-mtlls, 

I  The  batteries  on  the  Ca'vannes  w  The  befleging  camp9, 

hill.  X  Fortified  houfes. 

m  The  hoetzers  againfl  the  fl/ip-  y  Head-quarters, 

ping,  Z  A  merchant  fl^ip  firuck    'zv/A'-' 
n  The   Neptune  of  70,    ^fla  of        lightning,  "wbjih  blew  up, 

64^  and  Europa   0/ 60  guns^ 
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recruited  and  fupplied  ;  they  did  not  rely  folely 
June  29.  on  their  works  ;  they  made  a  fally  with  lufficient 

refolution,  and  a  confiderable  force,  but  with  lit- 
tle fuccefs.  They  were  obliged  to  retire,  with  a  lofs  of 
tv/o  or  three  hundred  men  left  dead  on  the  fpot. 

Whilft  thefe  works  were  thus  vigoroufly  pufhed  on 
fhore,  the  navy,  not  contented  with  the  great  afliftance 
which  they  had  befo.-e  lent  to  every  part  of  the  land  fervice, 
refolved  to  try  fomstbing  further,  and  which  was  more  di- 
rectly within  their  ov/n  province,  towards  the  reduction  of 
the  Moro,  Accordingly,  the  day  the  batteries  on  fhore 
were  opened,  three  of  their  greateft  fhips,  (g)  the  Dragon, 
the  Cambridge,  and  the  Marlborough,  under  the  conduct 

of  capt.  Harvey,  laid  their  broadfides  againft  the 
July  I,     fort,  and  began  a  terrible  fire,  which  was  returned 

with  great  obftinacy.  This  firing,  one  of  the  warm- 
eft  ever  fcen,  continued  for  (even  hours,  without  intermif- 
fion.  But  in  this  cannonade  the  Moro,  which  was  ntuated 
upon, a  very  high  and  llecp  rock,  had  great  advantages  over 
the  fhips,  and  was  proof  againft  all  their  eflbrts.  Befides, 
the  fire  from  the  oppofite  fort  of  Puntal,  and  the  batteries 
cf  the  town,  galled  them  extremely,  Infomuch  that,  in 
order  to  fave  the  fnips  from  abfolute  deftru6tion,  they  were 
obliged  at  lengtn,  tho'  unwilling,  to  bring  them  all  oft'. 
Even  this  retreat  was  not  eftecTted  without  difficulty,  as  the 
iiiips  were  very  much  fliattered  in  this  long  and  unequal 
conteft.  They  had  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  killed  and 
v/ounded  ;  and  one  of  the  captains,  captain  Gooftrey  of  the 
Marlborouc^h,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  v/as  alfo 
killed.  The"  captains  Harvey  and  Burnett  gained,  with 
better  fortune,  an  equal  honour,  by  their  firm  and  intrepid 
behaviour  throughout  the  whole  operation. 

This  bold  attempt,  though  it  had  yery  little  effe<Sl  upon 
the  worlds  on  that  fide  of  the  fort  which  the  fnips  attacked, 
was  neverthekf^-  of  confiderable  fervice.  The  enemy's  at- 
ten<:ion  being  djvertcd  to  that  fide,  the  other  was  a  good 
deal  reglc6ted  :  our  fire  was  poured  in  the  mean  time  with 
redoubled  fury  from  the  batteries  ;  it  became  much  fuperi- 
or  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  did  no  fmall  damage  to  their 
works,  But  the  moment  the  Spaniards  were  releafed  from 
their  attention  to  our  men  of  war,  they  returned  again  to 
the  eaftward  face  of  the  fort :  their  defence  was  revived 
>-::h  as  much  vigour  as  before  i  on  bpth  fides  a  conftant  un- 

rerjiitted 
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remitted  fire  was  kept  up,  with  a  fierce  emulation,  for  feve- 
ral  days.  It  now  became  evident,  that  the  reduction  of 
this  fortrefs  was  to  be  a  work  of  time.  Never,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  had  the  Englifh  valour  been  fo  well 
matched.  Here  was  at  length  an  adverfary  worthy  of  our 
arms,  and  our  whole  military  fkill  and  fpirit  was  put  to  the 
fevereft  trial. 

In  the  midft  of  this  fharp  and  doubtful  contention,  the 
capital  battery  againft  the  fort  unfortunately  took 
fire  5  and  being  chiefly  conftru-iled  of  timber  and  July  3* 
fafcines  dried  by  the  intenfe  heats  and  continual 
cannonade,  the  flames  foon  got  a-head,  and  became  tc,^ 
powerful  for  oppofition.  The  battery  was  almoft  wholly 
confumed.  The  labour  of  fix  hundred  men,  for  itvt'i- 
teen  days,  was  deftroyed  in  a  moment  j  and  all  was  to  bj- 
gin  anew. 

This  was  a  mortifying  ftroke.  It  was  felt  the  more  fe- 
verely,  becaufe  the  other  hardfliips  of  the  fiege  were  be- 
come by  this  time  alm.oft  infupportable.  The  fickncfs, 
fomething  of  which  the  troops  had  brought  with  them  from 
Martinico,  and  which  increafed  infinitely  in  this  unwholc- 
fome  country  and  rigorous  fervice,  had  reduced  the  army 
to  half  its  number,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  doubled  the  fa- 
tigue of  thofe  few  who  fl:ill  preferved  fome  remains  of 
ftrength.  P'ive  thoufand  foldiers  were  at  one  time  down 
in  various  diftempers  ;  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand  of  thr^ 
feamen  were  in  the  fame  miferable  condition.  A  total  want 
of  good  provifions  exafperated  the  difeafe,  and  retarded  the 
recovery.  The  deficiency  of  water  was  of  all  their  grievan- 
ces the  greateft,  and  extremely  aggravated  all  the  reit  of 
their  fufFerings.  The  procuring  from  a  diftance  this  v/retch- 
ed  fupply,  fo  uneqtfal  to  their  wants,  exhaufted  all  thei.- 
force.  Befides,  as  the  feafon  advanced,  the  profpeft  of  fuc- 
peeding  grew  fainter.  The  hearts  of  the  moft  fanguine 
funk  within  them,  whilft  they  beheld  this  gallant  army 
v/afting  away  by  difeafes  ;  and  they  couid  not  avoid  trem- 
bling for  that  noble  fleet,  which  had  rid  fo  long  on  an  opeu. 
fhore,  and  which  muft  to  all  appearance,  be  expofed  to  in- 
evitable ruin,  if  the  hurricane  feafon  fnould  come  on  before 
the  reduction  of  the  place.  A  thoufand  languilhing  and 
impatient  looks  were  caft  out  for  the  reinforcement  from 
North  America.  None  however  as  yet  appeared  ;  and  the 
exhauftcd  army  was  left  to  its  own  endeavours.     Many  fell 

into 
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into  defpair,  and  died,  overcome  with  fatigue,  anguifh  and 
difappointnient. 

But  in  the  midft  of  thefe  cruel  delays  and  diflrefles,  the 
fleadinefs  of  the  commanders  infufed  life  and  activity  into 
their  troops,  and  roufed  them  to  incredible  exertions.  The 
rich  prize,  which  was  before  them  ;  the  fhame  of  returning 
home  baffied  ;  and  even  the  ftrenuous  refiftance  which  was 
made  by  the  enem.y  ;  all  thefe  motives  called  loudly  on  their 
intereft,  their  honour,  and  their  pride,  and  obliged  them  to 
the  exertion  of  every  nerve.  Nobody  could  imagine  that 
it  was  this  reduced  and  (lender  army,  by  which  thefe  afto- 
nifhing  efforts  were  made,  and  this  extenfive  fphere  of  duty 
fo  perfectly  filled.  New  batteries  arofe  in  the  place  of  the 
old  ;  the  fire  foon  became  equal,  and  then  fupe- 
July  20.  rior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  They  by  degrees  fi- 
lenced  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  beat  to  pieces  all  the 
upper  w^orks,  and  made  at  length  a  lodgment  in  the  covered 
way.  There  hopes  were  now  become  more  lively.  Some 
Tulv  12  ^^^'^  before  they  had  gained  this  grand  advantage, 
"  .  '    ^^^  Jamaica  fleet  appeared  in  its  paffage  to  Europe, 

with  feveral  conveniences  for  the  fiege.  Not  many  days 
Tulv  28  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^y  received  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
New  York  reinforcement.  Some  of  the  tranfports 
in  their  paffage  thro'  the  old  Bahama  Streights  were  'loft, 
but  the  men  were  faved  on  the  adjacent  Iflands. 

Thefe  favourable  events  infufed  double  life  into  their  ope^ 
lationL-,  in  this  advanced  ftate  of  the  fiege  5  but  a  new  and 
grand  difficulty  appeared,  juft  at  the  feeming  accomplifh- 
.mentof  their  work.  An  immenfe  ditch  yawned  before 
them,  for  the  greater  part  cut  in  the  folid  rock,  eighty  feet 
deep,  and  forty  feet  wide.  To  fill  it  up  by  any  means  appeared 
impoffible.  Difficult  as  the  work  of  mining  was  in  thofe  cir- 
cumftances,  it  was  the  only  expedient.  It  mighthave  been  an 
impracticable  one,  if  fortunately  a  thin  ridge  of  rock  had  not 
"been  left,  in  order  to  cover  the  ditch  towards  the  fea.  On  this 
Tulv  20  ^'^^'^^^  ridge,  the  miners  wholly  uncovered,  but 
•^  •'  '  with  very  little  lofs,  paffed  the  ditch,  and  foon 
buried  themfeives  in  the  v/all. 

It  now  became  vifible  to  the  governor  of  the  Havannah, 
that  the  fort  muft  be  fpcedily  reduced  if  left  to  its  own 
{trength.     At  all  events  fomething  maft  be  dojie  in  this  ex^ 

igence 


37^2.  ^heHisTQ-RY  of  the  War.  gc^ 

igence  for  its  immediate  relief.  Accordingly  be- 
fore break  of  day  a  body  of  twelve  hundred  men,  July  22, 
moftly  compofed  of  the  country  militia,  Mulattoes 
and  Negroes,  were  tranfported  acrofs  the  harbour,  climbed 
the  hills,  and  made  three  attacks  upon  our  pofts.  But  the 
ordinary  guards,  though  furprifed,  defended  themfclves  fo 
refolutely,  that  the  Spaniards  made  little  inipreflion,  and 
were  not  able  to  ruin  any  part  of  the  approaches.  The 
pofts  attacked  were  fpeedily  reinforced,  and  the  enemy, 
who  were  little  better  than  a  diforderly  rabble,  and  not  con- 
dueled  by  proper  officers,  fell  into  terror  and  confufion. 
They  were  driven  precipitately  down  the  hill  with  great 
ilaughter  ;  fome  gained  their  boats,  others  were  drowned, 
and  they  loft  in  this  well  imagined,  but  ill  executed  fally, 
upwards  of  four  hundred  men. 

This  was  the  laft  effort  for  the  relief  of  the  Moro  ;  which, 
abandoned  as  it  was  by  the  city,   and  while  an  enemy    was 
undermining   its  walls,  held   out  with  a  fullen  refolution, 
and  made  no  fort  of  propofal  to  capitulate.     The 
mines  at  length  did  their  bufmefs.    A  part  of  the  July  30. 
wall  was  blown  up,  and  fell  into  the  ditch  ;  leaving 
a  breach,  which  tho'  very  narrow  and  difficult,  the  general 
and  engineer  judged  practicable.    The  Englifh  troops,  who 
were  commanded  on  the  moft  dangerous  of  all  fervices,  re- 
joiced that  it  was  to    be   the   end  of  labours  much   more 
grievous  to  them.     They  mounted  the  breach,  entered  the 
fort,  and  formed  themfclves   with    fo   much    celerity,   and 
with  fuch  a  fpirited  coolnefs  of  refolution,  that  the  enemy, 
who  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them,  and  who  might   have 
made  the  aflault  an  affair  of  great  bloodflied,  aftonillied   at 
their  countenance,  fled  on  all  hands.     About  four  hundred 
were  flaughtered    on  the  fpot,  or  ran  to  the  water  where 
they  periihed.     Four  hundred  more  threw  down  their  arms, 
and  obtained  quarter.     The  fecond  in  command,  the  mar- 
quis de  Gonfales,   fell  while  he  was  making  brave,  but  in- 
effe6lual  efforts  to  animate  and  rally  his  people.  Don  Lewi^ 
de  Velafco,  the  governor,  who  had  hitherto  defended  the 
fort  with  fuch  obllinate  bravery,  feemed   refolved   in   this 
extremity  to  fhare  ths  fame  fate  with   it.     He  collected  an 
hundred  men  in  an  entrenchment  he  had  made   round  hii 
colours.     But  feeing  that  all  his  companions  were  fled  from 
him,  or  flaughtered  about  him,  difdaining  to  retire    or   call 
for  quarter,  he  received  a  mortal  wound,  and  fell,  offering 

his 
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his  fword  to  his  conquerors.  The  Engllfh  wept  with  pity 
and  admiration  over  that  unfortunate  valour,  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  them  fo  many  toil  Tome  hours,  and  cofl  them  fo 
many  lives. 

Thus  theMoro  came  into  our  pofTeilion  after  a  vigorous 
Itruggle,  forty-four  days  from  the  time  the  firll  operations 
had  been  begun  againll:  it.  No  time  was  loft  to  profit  of 
this  great  advantage,  notwithftanding  that  the  ficknefs  ftill 
raged  like  apeftilence,  and  that  many  new  and  great  works 
\ifere  to  be  undertaken.  Not  only  the  fire  of  the  fort  was 
turned  againft  the  town,  but  a  line  of  batteries  (1)  was  erect- 
ed along  the  hill  of  theCavannos,  on  the  extremity  of  which 
the  fort  ftands.  By  thefe  batteries  which  mounted  three 
and  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  twelve  mortars,  almoft  the 
whole  eallern  fide  of  the  city  was  commanded  from  one  end 
to  the  other.  Preparations  for  an  attack  were  alfo  made, 
and  batteries  eredled  to  the  weftward  of  the  town,  which  011 

that  fide  had  hitfieto  been  only  watched.  Some 
Aug.  2.     time  before  a  part  of  the  fecond    divifion  of  the 

troops  from  North  America  had  arrived.  A  part 
had  been  taken  by  a  fquadron  of  French  men  of  war ;  but 
tliofe  who  efcaped,  came  very  feafonably,  and  were  of  fig- 
nal  fervice. 

When  thofe  preparations  were  perfectly   ready 
Aug.  10.  to  take  efPecSl:,  lord  Albemarle  by  a  mefllige  repre- 

fented  to  the  governor  the  irrefiftible  force  of  the 
attack,  which  he  was  ready  to  make  upon  the  town,  but 
which,  in  order  to  avoid  unneceffary  efi:ufion  of  blood,  he 
was  willing  to  fufpend,  that  the  Spaniards  might  have  lei- 
fure  to  capitulate.  The  governor  in  a  refolute  but  civil 
manner  returned,  that  he  would  defend  the  place  committed 
to  him  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  began  inftantly  to  fire. 

To  convince  the  governor  that  the  menaces  employed 
were  not  an  empty  boaft,  lord  Albemarle  the  very  next 
morning  ordered  a  general  fire  from  the  batteries,  which 
was  poured  from  all  fides,  with  fuch  continued  and  irrefifti- 
ble fury,  that  in  fix  hours  almoft  all  the  enemy's  guns  were 
filcnced.  To  the  inexprefiible  joy  of  the  fleet  and  army, 
flags  of  tr4ce  appeared  from  every  quarter  of  the  town.  A 
capitulation  enfued,  in  which  the  eftabliftied  religion,  the 
former  laws,  and  private  property  were  fecured  to  the  inha- 
bitants. Thegarrifon,  which  was  reduced  to  about  (twcn 
hundred  men  had  the  honours  of  warj  and  were  to  be  con- 
veyed 
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veyed  to  Spain.  A  diftri^t  of  an  hundred  and  eighty  miles 
vvellward  of  theHavannah  was  yielded  along  with  the  town. 
The  Spaniards  ftruggled  a  long  time  to  fave  the  men  of  war  ; 
but  this  was  a  capital  point,  and  wholly  inadmiirible.  They 
alfo  made  fome  attempts  to  have  the  harbour  declared  neu- 
tral during  the  war  j  but  this  was  no  lefs  cffential  to  the 
completenefs  of  the  ccnqueft,  and  was  fteadily  refufed. 
After  two  days  altercation,  they  gave  up  thefe  points,  and 
the  Englifh  troops  were  put  in  poifeffion  of  the  Havannah 
on  the  14th  of  Auguft,  when  they  had  been  before  it  two 
months  and  eight  days. 

Although  we  have  not  purfued  in  exa6t  order  all  the  de- 
tail of  the  more  minute  operations  of  this  memorable  fiege, 
we  have  dwelt  on  it  a  longer   time,  than    we   have  on    our 
plan  generally  allowed  to  fuch  tranfadions  ;  becaufe  it  was, 
without  queftion,  initfelf  the  moft  confiderable,  and  in  its 
consequences  the  moft  deciftve  conqueft  we  have  m.ade  fmce 
the  beginning  of  the  war  ;  and  becaufe  in  no  operation  were 
the  courage,    fteadinefs,    and    perfeverance  of  the    Briti(h 
troops  and   the  conduct  cf  their   leaders  more  confpicious. 
The  acquifiton  of  this  place  united  initfelf  all   the  advan- 
tages which  can  be  acquired  in  war.     It  was  a  military  ad- 
vantage of  the  higheft  clafs  >  it  was  equal  to   the    greateft 
naval  vidory,  by  its  efFect  on  the  enemy's  marine  ;  and    in 
the  plunder  it  equalled  the  produce  of   a   national    fubfidy. 
Nine  fail  of  the    enemy's  fhips  cf  the  line,  fome  of  the  fineft 
veffels  in  the  world,  were  taken,  with  four  frigates.    Three 
of  their  capital  fhips  had  been,  as  already  mentioned,  funk 
by  themfelves  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiege  ;  two  more  were 
in  forward nefs  on  the  ftocks^,  and  thefe   were   deftroyed    by 
the  Englilh.     The  enemy,  on  this  occafion,    loft   a  wh©le 
fleet,     in  ready  money,  in  the  tobacco  collected  at  the  Ha- 
vannah on  account  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  in  other  valu- 
able merchandizes,  the  plunder  did  not  perhaps  fall  fhortof 
three  millions  fterlipg  (a) 

Spain 

(a)  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  to  the  Earl   of  Egremont, 
dated  head  quarters  mar  the  Havannah,  Augufi  21,  1762, 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  informing  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  town 
of  the  tiavannahy^'wh,  all  its  dependencies,  and  the  men  ofwar 
I  \  in 
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Spain  novy  began  very  fenfibly  to  feel  the  inconveniences 
and  niiieries  fhe  had  voluntarily  drawn  on  herfelf,  by  enter- 
ing-into  a  war  (o  fatal  to  her.     No  fooner  had  the  nev/s  of 
'  ■'    '■    '•  '  this 


in  the  'harbour^  furrendcred  to  his  majcfiy's  arms  by  capitulation 
on  t!ie-  15th  iiiftant. 

liiciofed  is  a  copy  of  the  capitulation,  various  returns,  andthe 
chief  engineet's  continuation,  of  the  journal  of  the  fiege  of  the 
Moroioiiy  which  was  t;.ken  by  flormon  the  30th  of  lait  month, 
fo  much  to  the  honour  and  credit' of  his  majelty's  troops,  and  to 
major  general  K.ppfl,'y,'\\o  commanded  tlie  attack,  that  Ifliould 
do  tiieminjuftice  if  1  did  pot  mention  them  in  a  particular  man- 
ner to  your  iord'uiip.  Our  mines  were  fprung  about  one  o'clock, 
and  a,  biegch  made  juO  practicable  for  a  tile  of  men  in  front.  The 
enemy  was  drawn  up  on  the  top  of  it,  in  force  with  a  feeming  de- 
tSrminatioh  to  defend  it  ;  the  attack  was  fo  vigorous  and  impe- 
tiious,  that  the  enemy  was  inftantaneoufly  drove  from  tlie  breach, 
and  j-isniajefi^-'sflandard 'planted  upon  the  baflion. 
•  I  did  not  tend  a  particular  exprefs  with  this  good  news  to  your 
lordihip,  beeaufe  I  flattered  my  felf,  that  what  has  happened  would 
foon  be  tlie  cbnfqeuence  of  cur  fjccefs  at  Fcrt  Mora. 
-.  On  the  II thin  the  morning,  by  a  fignal  from  the  fort,  wc 
opened  our  batteries  againft  the  town,  and  Punta  fort :  The  guns 
and  mortar?  v/ere  fo  well  ferved  by  the  artillery  and  failors,  and 
their' eiTecT  ^o^reat,  that  in  lefs  than  fix  hours  all  the  guns  in  the 
for-f  and  north  baftion  were  filenced.  The  governor  hung  out  the 
white  fiag,  and. beat  a  parley.;  and  at  the  fam.e  time  fent  out  an 
oHicer  topropofea  ceffation  of  arms  for  twenty-four  hours  in  or- 
der to  prepare  the  articles  of  capitulation. 

- 1  fent^n'board  the  i<umur  to  tjie'  Admiral,  to  inform  liim  of 
the  governor's  pr'opofals.  '  \  - 

-  Sir  George  -PocoQk  immediately  cairie  to  my  quarters^'  and  ^^.e 
agreed  to'a'Turpenfion  of  hotUiitiesTO'  fite  \  ^th'tit  tu'elve  o  clock. 
.^I  fuirimoned.the  governor -onihe  roth;*--  His  anfu'^r  was' very 
civil  and  proper  ;  at  the  fame  time  fi^H-he  would  defend  his 
town  to  the  laft  extremity. 

— 'ijie  difficiKtti^  the  offiecj"!  f.i".d  foldier-^hf^vemet  with,  and  the 
fatigue^  they  have  lo  chearfiiHy  andfr^efolutely  gone  through  li^ice 
llie  army  firti  landed  on  this  Tl^ajirP^-^'are not  to  l)e  defcribed.  They 
defer  v'<?  fjorhme-the  greateff  comihrifdatiohs- ;  and  I  muft  intreat 
your  lortb'hip  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  informing  hismajefly 
how  much  1  think  myfclf  obliged  to  lieut.  general  BUiotj  and  the 
#eff' of 'tJK^'^ffevieral'o/Kccrswiider. my  command  ;•  to  "tverv  officer^ 
;ind  foIdrer'ih*t%e\irir.y ':  -ancf  to  the  officers  and  failors  ot  his  ma^ 
^-  '   •  ieay'55 
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tliis  important  capture  reached  Madrid,  than  an  univerlal 
dejection  appeared  in  every  countenance,  and  the  high- 
towering  hopes  they  had  formed  at  the  beghining  of  the  war 

entirely 


jerty's  fleet,  for  the  zealous  manner  with  wliichthey  have  carried  on 
the  fcrvice,  and  for  tha  great  ali'fiancel  liave  received  from  them, 
Happy  we  'iiall  all  think  ouifelves^  if  ourcondudl  meets  with  his 
majeity's  approbation. 

Sir  Gto.-ge  to.ock  and  commodore  Kfppd  have  exerted  them- 
felves  in  a  nioft  particular  manner :  And  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  there  never  was  a  joint  und.ertaking  carried  on  with  more 
harmony  and  zeal  on  both  fides,  which  greatly  contributed  to 
the  fuccefs  of  it. 

Capt.  Nugent ^  one  of  my  Aid-de-Camps,  who  has  the  honour 
of  deJlvcriiig  you  my  difpatches ,  can  inform  your  lordfliip  of  any 
particulars  you  are  pleafed  to  learn  from  him.  He  has  been  very 
adtive,  andprefent  at  every  material  affair  that  has  happened  hnce 
the  landing  of  the  troops.  1  muft  beg  through  your  lordfhip  to 
recommend  him  to  his  majefty  as  a  very  deferving  young  man.  He 
carries  with  him  the  Spanilli  enfign  taken  at  the  Mora, 

Colonel  Carleton,  who  has  a61ed  as  brigadier  fmce  lord  Roho 
left  the  army,  had  the  misfortune  of  being  wounded  on  the  2 2d 
of  y«/j;,  wdien  the  enemy  madea  fortie  :  He  is  at  prefent  in  a 
fair  way  cf  d^ing  weil, 

I  think  it  but  juftice  to  major  Fuller,  who  is  my  elder  Aid-de- 
Camp,  to  fay,  that  I  iliould  have  fent  him  to  England,  if  I  had 
not  thought  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  his  niajefty  to  receive 
the  news  by  one  of  his  own  fervants. 

1  am,  &c. 

ALBEMARLE. 

Letter  fro?n  Sir  George  Pocock,  to  Mr.  Cleveland,  dated  off"  Cho- 
rea Kiver^  near  the  li2.V2XiU.2i\\i  the  i(^tb  of  AuguiX  1762. 

S  I  R, 

IDefire  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordlhips,  tliat   it  is   with   the 
grcatelt  pleafure  I  now  congratulate  them  on  the  great  fuccefs 
of  his  majefty's  arms,  in  the  reduf^ion  of  the  Havannah  with 
all  its  dependencies. 

Tiie  Mora  fort  was  taken  by  i^orm  on  the  30th  of  hlf  month, 
after  a  fiege  oft  wenty-ninc  days  i  during  which  time  the  enemy 
Icit  ibove  a  thoufand  men,  anda  brave  officer  in  Don  l^"^'^^  de 
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entirely  vanifhed :  the  prodigious  advantages  they  had  vain- 
ly expelled  to  flow  from  thtf-rmily  compa^,  were  nov/  ren- 
dered abortive,  and  grief  and  deipair  were  the  melancholy 
offspring  of  injuftice  and  raihnefs. 

Great 


Valafco,  captain  of  one  of  their  men  of  war,  and  governor  in  the 
Moro^  mortally  wounded  in  defending  the  cclours  fwocd  in  hand 
in  the  fiorm  :  And  on  the  i  ithinfiant,  the  governor  of  the  Ha- 
vannah  defired  to  capitulate  for  the  town,  which  was  granted,  the 
articles  agreed  to,  and  figned,  (a  copy  of  which  I  enclofe)  and  we 
were  put  in  polTelTion  of  the  Punta  and  land  gate  the  14th.  With 
this  great  and  important  acquifition  to  his  majefty,  have  alfo 
fallen  twelve  men  of  war  of  the  line,  as  per  lilt,  three  of  which 
were  funk,  with  a  company's  fhip,  in  the  entrance  of  the  harbour; 
nine  are  fit  for  fea,  and  two  on  the  flocks ;  a  blow  that  I  hope 
will  prove  the  more  capital  to  the  enemy,  as  they  receive  it  fo 
early  in  the  war  ;  and,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  will  leave  all  their 
fettlements,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  expofedto  any  attempts  that 
may  be  thought  proper  to  be  made  on  them.  But  however  trivial, 
with  the  poffeffion  of  the  Havannah,  it  may  appear,  yet  I  cannot 
help  mentioning  the  difcovery  and  pofTelhng  of  the  harbour  of 
Mariel,  about  it\'t\\  leagues  to  the  leward  of  this,  and  which  we 
had  made  ourfelves  maf^ers  of,  though  the  enemy  had  endeavour- 
ed to  ruin  it  by  fmking  Ihips  in  the  entrance:  and  we  had  lately 
fent  near  one  hundred  tranfports  with  feme  men  of  war  there,  for 
fec\irity  againft  the  feafon,  in  which  we  are  already  advanced. 

It  will  be  as  needlefs,  as  almofl  im.pofTiblc,  for  me  to  exprefs  or 
dcfcribe  that  perfe(5l  harmony  that  has  uninterruptedly  fublifted 
between  tlie  fleet  and  the  army,  from  our  firfl  fetting  out.  Indeed 
it  is  doing  injuftice  to  both,  to  mention  them  as  two  corps,  fmce 
each  has  endeavoured,  witli  tlie  moft  eonflant  and  chearful  emu- 
lation, to  render  it  but  one  ;  uniting  in  the  fame  principles  of  ho- 
nour and  glory  for  their  King  and  Country's  fervice.  lam  glad, 
on  this  occahon,  to  do  juilice  to  the  diftinguifhed  merit  of  Com- 
iBodore  Keppel,  wlio  executed  the  fervice,  under  his  direcftion, 
ontheCoxmariide,  with  the  greateft  fpirit,  adivity  and  dili- 
gence; and  i  mufl  repeat  that  the  zeal  of  his  majefty'sfea  officers 
and  feamen  exerted  in  carrying  on  the  ferviccs  alloted  to  them,  is 
highly  to  be  commended. 

I  fliall  now  beg  leave  to  refer  their  Lordlhips  to  capt.  Harvey 
for  all  further  particulars,  wlio  I  fend  with  this  letter,  and  who- 
has  approved  himfclf  a  brave  and  dcfcrving  officer  in  this  expedi- 
tion > 
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Great  Britain,   on  the  contrary,  as  prudent  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  victory,  as  brave  in  gaining  it,  feemed  not  fo  elated 
with  her  good  fortune,  as  to  make  her  indulge  in  the  luxu- 
rious 

tion  ;  therefore  think  rayfclf  obliged  to  defire  their  lordfliips  will 
recommend  him  to  his  majefty. 

1  am.  Sir, 

Tour  moji  obedient  humble  Seri'ant, 

a  pocock; 

A  Lift  of  thejhips  ofivar  that  nxjere  in  the  harlovrofthe  Havannah, 
under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  del  Real  TranfportC,  commo- 
dore and  commarider  in  chief  of  all  his  Catholic  Mc^t^ys/hips  in 
America,  and  furrendered  njuith  the  city  the  izth  0/ Auguft,  1762. 


Guns. 

Guns. 

Tigre            —        —         70 

*Europa      -    -    • 

-      60 

Reyna        -            -          70 

Conqucliado       -  - 

-    60 

Soverano      -      -        -    70 

fSan  Genaro 

-    60 

Infante      -    -        -    -    70 

fSan  Antonio     - 

—     60 

*Neptuno            —          70 

Frigates. 

Aquilon     —             --        70 

IVinganaza    —    - 

-    24 

*Afia             -         -         64 

^Thetis      - 

-      24. 

America       -            -       60 

^  +Marte      -     -    - 

-       18 

*  Sunk  at  the  entrance  of  the  ha 

rhour,     f  Newjhlps, 

t  Taken 

hy  the  Defiance.     §  By  the  Alama'in. 

N.  B.    There  are  two  Ihips  of  war  on  the  flocks,  and  feveral 
merchants  fliips  in  the  harbour. 

Letter  from  Sir  George  Pocock  to  Mr.  Cleveland,  dated  off 
Chorera  Ringer,  the  itth  oj  Aug.  i-jez,  inclofd  in  the  /ore- 
going  of  the  \()th, 

r\N  the  28th  aijuly  the  Intrcfide  arrived,  with  11  fail  of  tran- 

fpor-s,  with  troops  from  iWw  York.  They  failed  from 
thence  the  i  ith  of  June.  The  Chefter field  and  four  tranfports  rHii 
on  Cayo  Comfte,  the  entrance  of  the  Bahama  Streights  on  the 
Cuba  fide,  the  24th  of  July,  an  hour  before  daylight,  and  were 
ftranded,  but  loft  no  feamen  or  foldiers.  The  Intrepide  met  the 
Richmond  the  day  after,  who  was  looking  out  for  the  convoy. 
Capt.  E/phinJlon  returned  with  the  three  tranfports  which  were 
cleared,  in  order  to  bring  away  the  feamen  and  troops  who  were 
on  Ihore  ;  and,  to  wake  all poffible  difpatch,  I  fent  away  iUEcho^ 

Cyintt, 
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rious  lap  of  indolence,  but  determined  by  the  profecution  of 
the  war  in  the  fame  able  and  vigorous  manner,  to  compel 
her  enemies  to  fue  for  that  peace  they  had,  when  offered, 
haughtily  refufed. 

To  effe£b  fo  great,  fo  defirable  a  work,  it  was  thought 
the  redutlion  of  the  Philippine  idands  would  not  a  little 
■contribute  ;  that  enterprize  was  therefore  formed,  and  en- 
trufted  to  the  execution  of  two  great  men,  who  had  on  many 
occafions  before,  fignalized  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  and  approved  themfelves  equal  to  the  greateft 
thincrs  :  thefe  were  General  Draper,  and  Admiral  Cornifh. 
The  troops  allotted  for  the  fervice,  were  the  79th  rcg/ment, 
and  a  company  of  the  royal  artillery,  30  of  the  artillery 
furnifhed  by  the  gentlemen  of  Madrafs,  600  Seapoys,  a  com- 
pany 


Cygnet  and  Thunder  bomb,  to  meet  the  Richmond^  and  to  take  the 
men  out.of  her  ;  and  ordered  captain  Elphinjicn  to  take  the  Cygnet 
with  him,  and  proceed  up  the  Streights  to  meet  the  fecond  divi- 
iion  of  tranfports. 

The  2d  inftant,  the  Echo  and  bomb  returned  with  the  fecond 
dlvifion,  confiiling  of  eleven  fail  of  tranfports,  which  failed  from 
Ncvj  Yorli  the  30th  oijune.  T'ht  Richtnovd^  Li^ard^  Erfe'pnze, 
Cygnet^  and  Porcupive  floop,  arrived  the  8th,  bringing  with  them 
all  the  feamen  and  foldiers  from  the  fhips  tliat  were  wrecked. 
Captain  Banks  informed  me,  that,  on  the  21ft  oijuh,  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  being  near  the  pafiage  between  Maya 
Guantia,  and  the  North  Caicos^  he  difcovcred  tw:)  trench  Ihips  of 
the  line,  three  frigates,  and  lix  fail  of  brigantine  and  Hoops ;  that 
the  men  of  war  and  frig.ites  gave  chace  to  the  convoy  ;  and  that 
five  of  the  tranfports  wtit  taken  with  350  regulars  of  vf^^/ri^/Z^^r's 
regiment,  and  150  provincial  troops  onboard  of  them.  All  the 
reft  of  the  troops  arrived  and  landed  in  perfe(ft  health. 

I  have  thought  it  necefiary  to  order  t\\Qiutherlapd  2nd  Dower 
to  be  litted  as  flags  of  truce,  taking  out  their  lower  tier  of  guns  in 
or^er  to  accommodate  the  late  Spanijb  commodore,  the  governor 
of  the  Hanjcnnah,  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  and  the  governor  of  Car- 
thagena^Xo  Old  Spain,  and  then  return  to  England.  Tranfports  are 
getting  ready  for  the  Spanijh  foldiers  and  failors,  agreeable  to  the 
capitubtion,  which  I  hope  we  lliall  be  able  to  difpatch  in  a  few 
days. 

1  have  not  been  able  to  colleft  an  account  of  the  killed  and 
vvouilded  feamen  belonging  to  the  diftcrent  Ihips  fmcerhe  begin- 
ning of  the  fiege,  who  were*  employed  at  the  batteries  on  Ihoic, 
but  it  lliall  go  by  thcfirfl  opportunity. 
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pany  of  Cafirecs,  one  of  Topazes,  and  one  of  Pioneers ;  to 
which  were  added,  the  precarious  alliflance  of  two  compa- 
nies of  Frenchmen,  enlifted  in  their  fervicc,  with  fomc  hun- 
dreds of  unarmed  Lafcars,  for  the  ufe  of  the  engineers,  and 
park  of  artillery.  This  little  fupply  of  men  v/as  farther  re- 
inforced with  a  fine  battalion  of  550  feamen,  and  270  good 
marines  ;  fo  that  the  whole  force  amounted  to  2300  men, 
who,  with  the  neceflary  ftores,  were  embarked  on  board  of 
his  majelty's  fquadron,  and  two  India  fhips  employed  as 
tranfports. 

As  it  may  appear  furprizing  fo  important  a  conqueft  fiiould 
be  attempted^ with  fo  fmall  a  force,  when  a  greater  might 
be  employed,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  if  more 
were  drawn  from  the  coafts  the  fettlements  would  be  in  dan- 
ger ;  and  therefore,  it  may  be  thought  advifcable,  rather  to 
attempt  with  a  few  brave  men,  a  place  that  was  unprepared 
(as  imagined)  for  fuch  a  viut,  than  by  employing  a  greater 
force  to  fubjeil  our  own  colonies  to  hoftile  attempts,  and, 
perhaps,  to  give  the  enemy  time  to  be  aware  of  our  defigns. 
On  the  firft  of  Auguft  the  forces  fet  fail,  the  Seahorfe^ 
Capt.  Grant,  having  been  previoufly  difpatched  throug-h  the 
Itreights  of  Malacca,  to  the  entrance  of  the  China  fea,  vu> 
ftop  all  veiTels  that  m.ight  be  bound  to  Manila,  or  fent  from 
any  of  the  neighbouring  fettlements  to  give  the  Spaniard.^ 
intelligence  of  the  deSgn.  On  the  23d  of  the  following 
month  they  anchored  iirManiia  bay,  and  found  that  their 
-vifit  was  unexpedted,  and  the  enemy  unprepared.  To  in- 
creafe  as  much  as  poflible  their  vihble  confufion  and  confter-- 
nation,  it  was  determined  to  lofe  no  time  in  the  attack  of  the 
port  of  Cavite,  as  at  firft  determined,  but  proceed  dire£lly 
to  the  grand  objed,  the  city  of  Manila,  the  general  and 
admiral  rightly  judging,  that  their  conquelt  of  that  impor- 
tant place  would  of  courfe  cccafion  and  draw  after  it  the 
fall  of  CavitCa 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  a  fummons 
was  fent  to  the  governor  to  furrender  the  towri,  Sept.  24. 
hut  it  had  no  effeft  on  him  ;  wherefore  the  admi- 
ral and  fome  other  principal  officers  examined  the  coaft,  in 
order  to  fix  upon  a  proper  fiiot  for  landing^the  troops,  ar- 
tillery, and  {lores.  About  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Manila 
a  convenient  place  was  found.  Accordingly  all  the  boats 
were  prepared,  and  the  frigates  fent  in  very  near  the  fhore^ 
to  cover  thedefcent,     Thcfc   latter   kept  up  a  very  brilk 
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fire  to  the  right  and  left,  to  protect  the  flanks,  and  difperfe  . 
the  enemy  who  were  affembled  in  great  numbers,  both  horfe 
and  foot,  to  oppofe  a  defcent.     It  had   the  defired    effects 
The  Spaniards  retired,  and  left  a  clear  coaft ;  but  a  violent 
furt  arifmg,  many  boats  were  dalhed  to  pieces, "the  arms  and 
ammunition  much   damaged,   but  providentially,  no  lives  - 
Were  loft.  The  troops  then  formed  upon  the  beach,  march- . 
ed,  and  took  poflelfion  of  the  Malatta,  fixed  their  out-pofts,  • 
and  pafled  the  whole  night  under  arms.     The  Spaniards  in 
the  mean  time,  were  employed  in  burning  cf  their  fuburbs. 
The   next    day  a  fort,    named  the   Polverifta, 
Sept.  25.  which    the    enemy   had    abandoned    was    feized,  • 
which  proved  a  m.oir  excellent  place  of  arms  for 
covering  the  landing  of  the  ftcres,  and  fecuring  a   commu-- 
nication   with  the  fquadron.      Colonel  Monfon,    who  had 
been  detached  by  the  general  v/ith   200   men  to   view   the 
roads  and    approaches   to   Manila,    occupied  the   Hermita 
church,  which  was  large  and  commodious,  and  about  900 
yards  from  the  city.     Orders  were  then  fent  to  major  Moore 
to  march  up  with  the  79th  regiment,  to  fecure  and  maintain 
that  poft,  which  was  performed  v/ith  great  a6^ivity  and  good 
conduct.     Pofleffion  was  then  taken  of  St.   Jago's  church, 
near  the  fea,  it  being  looked  on  as  a  place  of  infinite  impor- 
tance towards  the  cari-ying  on  their  operations. 

On  the  26th,  the  admiral  fent  on  fhore  the  battalions  of 
feamen  under  the  command  of  the  captains  Collins,  of  the 
Weymouth,  Pitchford  of  the  America,  and  George  Ourrv 
from  the  Panther.  The  refl  of  the  company's  troops  of  all 
forts  v/ere  likewife  landed,  and  put  under  cover.  The  Spa- 
niards advanced  out  of  the  garrifon,  under  the  command  of 
the  chevalier  Fayet,  with  400  men,  and  two  field  pieces,  and 
from  a  church  about  2C0  yards  to  the  right  of  St.  Jago's 
church,  began  a  cannonade  upon  the  right  flank  of  the 
troops  pofled  there.  Some  feapoys,  under  enfign  Carty, 
were  fent  to  fkirmifh  with  them,  fupported  by  three  picquets 
of  the  ygth  regiment,  and  100  feamen,  all  under  the  com-v 
mand  of  colonel  Monfon,  who  fpon  drove  the  eriemy  back 
into  the  town. 

The  fuperior  fkill  and  bravery  of  the  Englifh  troops  were 
fo  evident  from  this  affair,  that  it  occafioned  a  fecond  fum- 
mons  to  the  governor,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  the  anfwer  wa$ 
much  more  fpirited  than  their  conducff:  had  been.  The 
chuich  from  whence  the  Spaniards  had  beendj^iven,  colonel 
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Monfon  had  orders  to  keep  pofTefnon  of,  if  he  found  it  tena* 
ble,  from  the  top  of  which  a  perfe<Sl  view  was  had  of  the 
enemy's  works.  The  front  they  were  obliged  to  attack, 
was  defended  by  the  baftions  of  St.  Diego  and  St.  Andrew, 
with  orillons  and  retired  flanks  ;  a  ravelin  which  covered 
the  royal  gate,  a  wet  ditch,  covered  way,  and  glacis,  but  all 
thefe  works  were  out  of  repair,  except  the  baftions,  which 
were  in  excellent  order,  and  lined  with  a  great  number  of 
iine  brafs  cannon.  It  became  abfolutely  neceflary  to  found 
the  ditch,  and  which  might  have  proved  a  very  perilous  en- 
terprise, had  the  Spaniards  been  careful  in  porting  Gentries 
on  the  covered  way,  but  their  omillion  and  negligence  made 
it  the  more  eafy.  It  was  therefore  undertaken  and  efFe6led 
by  a  fmall  party  of  the  79th  regiment  under  captain  Fletcher, 
with  the  lofs  only  of  three  men. 

The  city  of  Manila  being  of  great  extent,  and  the  num- 
ber of  men  employed  to  reduce  it  very  fmall,  it  became 
impofTiblc  to  inveft  it  on  every  fide ;  two  fides  therefore 
were  conftantly  open  to  the  enemy  to  introduce  fupplies  of 
men  and  provifions,  and  carry  out  their  efFe6ls.  The  gar- 
rifon  confifted  of  800  men  of  the  royal  regiment  under  the 
command  of  the  marquis  of  Villa  Mediana,  brigadier  gene- 
ral, which  was  farther  reinforced  by  a  body  of  10,000  In- 
dians. It  is  evident  from  hence,  that  the  difadvantages  un- 
der which  theEnglifh  forces  laboured  could  not  be  remedied, 
nor  could  there  be  any  reafonable  ground  for  fucccfs,  but  in 
the  prudence  and  wifdom  of  the  general,  and  the  matchlefs 
intrepidity  of  the  troops. 

The  city  continued  thus  invefted,  and  was  cannonaded 
both  by  the  batteries  ere£led,  and  the  frigates,  which  were 
brought  up  till  the  2d  of  October,  when  a  battery  for  twen- 
ty-four pounders  was  completed,  and  a  mortar  battery  for 
the  heavy  fhells  of  ten  and  twelve  inches,  which  made  a 
good  parallel,  and  communication  from  the  church  to  the 
gun  battery,  and  eftablifhed  a  fpacious  place  of  arms  on  the 
left  of  it,  near  the  fea.  Thefe  were  greatly  facilitated  by 
the  roaring  of  the  waves,  it  being  very  tempeftuous  weather, 
and  wMch  prevented  the  Spaniards  from  hearing  the  noife 
of  the  workmen,  who  gave  no  fort  of  interruption,  but 
feemed  to  truft  entirely  to  the  elements.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  governor,  who  was  an  archbiftiop,  gave  out,  that  an 
Angel  from  the  Lord  was  gone  forth  todeftroy  the  Engl ifh, 
like  the  hoft  o-f  Senacherib.  In  the  aftejrnwn  the  feamen, 
K  k  WitJl 
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with  great  activity  and  indefatigable  labour  had 
Oct.  2.  brought  up  and  mounted  all  the  guns  in  the  bat- 
ten/, which  were  mafked. 
A  Tally  was  made  the  4th  by  icco  of  the  Indians,  who 
attacked  the  cantonment  of  the  feamen  j  but  upon  the  alarm, 
colonel  Monfon  and  captain  Fletcher,  with  the  picquets, 
teing  difpatched  to  their  aiTiftance,  the  enemy  was  repulfed, 
and  forced  to  fly,  with  the  lofs  of  300  men.  Had  the  ficill 
and  v/eapons  of  thefe  Indians,  who  are  a  wild  and  barbarous 
■people  from  the  province  of  Pampanga,  been  equal  to  their 
foength  and  ferocity^  the  difperfion  of  them  might  not  have 
been  (o  eafy ;  for  though  armed  chiefly  with  bows,  arrows, 
and  iances  j  they  advanced  up  to  the  ver)-  muzzles  of  their 
enemy's  pieces,  repeated  their  aflaults,  and  died  like  wild 
beafts,  gnawing  the  bayonets.  In  this  fkirmifh,  captain 
Porter,  a  brave  and  experienced  fca  officer  was  flain.  Scarce 
were  the  Indians  thus  routed,  when  another  body  of  them, 
v^'ith  part  of  the  3pauifh  garrifon,  attacked  the  church,  and 
forced  the  feapoys  from  their  poft  in  it,  nearell  the  town, 
took  pofieilion  of  the  top,  from  whence  they  killed  and 
jvounded  feveral  of  the  Englifli,  who  were  entirely  expofed 
to  all  their  weapons.  Notwithftanding  their  difadvantage- 
ous  fituation,  the  European  foldiers  maintained  their  poft 
behind  the  church  with  great  patience  and  firmnefs,  and  at 
iafl  diflodged  the  enemy,  with  the  lofs  of  captain  Strahan,  of 
the  79th  regiment,  and  40  private  men  wounded  or  killed. 
The  Spaniards  left  70  dead  behind  them  in  and  about  the 
church.  This  was  their  laft  effort.  AH  their  Indians,  ex- 
cepting 1800,  difcouraged  by  the  lofs,  returned  home,  and 
thefire  ofthebefiegers  continuing  with  unremitted  fury,  the 
next  day  a  breacji  appeared  practicable,  and  it  was  thought 
the  Spaniards,  fenfible  of  their  danger,  would  think  of  giv- 
ing up  the  tov/n  :  but  they  were  obllinate  without  bravery, 
^r  any  generous  rpfolution  of  defending  the  breach. 

The  next  day,  at  four  in  the  morning,  in  confequencc  of 
a  refolution  formed  the  preceding  nia;ht,  the 
Aug.  6.  troops  £Ied  oft'  from  their  quarters  in  fmall  bodies 
to  give  the  hi-  fufpicion  to  the  enemy,  with  an  in- 
tention of  Itorming  tiie  town,  and  by  degrees,  afTembled  at 
St.  Jago'b  church,  obferying  the  utpioll:  filence,and  conceal- 
ing themfelves  in  the  place  of  ar^s,  and  parallel  betweeri 
the  church  and  the  battery,. while  in  the  mean  time  a  bri/l^ 
*irewas  kept  up  upon  the  wprks,  and  thofe  places  where  thf? 
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enemy  might  be  lodged  or  intrenched.  At  day  break  a  large 
body  of  Spaniards  was  difcerned,  forming  themfelves  on  the 
baftion  of  St.  Andrew,  but  upon  the  explofion  of  fome  fliells 
that  were  thrown  among  them,  they  went  off.  Taking  im- 
mediate advantage  of  this,  and  by  the  fignal  of  a  general 
difcharge  of  artillery  and  mortars,  the  troops  ruftied  on  to 
the  affault,  under  cover  of  a  thick  fmoke  that  blew  dircdly 
upon  the  town.  Sixty  volunteers  of  diliereht  cofps  under 
lieutenant  Ruilel  of  the  79th  led  the  way,  fupportedby  the 
grenadiers  of  that  regiment.  The  engineers,  with  the 
pioneers  and  other  workmen,  to  clear  and  enlarge  the  breach, 
and  make  lodgments,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fhould  have  been 
too  Itrongly  intrenched  in  the  gorge  of  the  baftion,  follow- 
ed. Col.  Monfon  and  major  More  Were  at  the  head  of  two 
grand  divifions  of  the  79th  ;  the  battalion  of  feamen  advanc- 
ed next,  fuftained  by  the  other  two  divifions  of  the  79th : 
and  the  company's  troops  clofed  the  rear.  They  all  mount- 
ed the  breach  with  amazing  fpiritand  rapidity,  and  difperfed 
the  Spaniards  with  the  greateft  facility.  Little  refiftance 
was  given,  except  at  the  Royal  gate,  and  from  the  galle- 
ries of  the  lofty  houfes  which  furrounded  the  grand  fquare. 
In  the  guard  houfe  over  the  Royal  gate,  100  of  the  Spa- 
niards and  Indians  who  would  not  furrender,  were  put  to 
the  fword  ;  and  according  to  the  enemy's  own  account^ 
300  men  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  efcape  over  the 
river,  which  was  very  deep  and  rapid.  The  governor  and 
principal  officers  retired  to  the  citadel,  and  were  glad  to 
furrender  as  prifoners  at  difcretion,  as  that  place  was  in  no 
good  pofture  of  defence  ;  the  marquis  of  Villa  Mediana^ 
and  the  reft  of  the  Spanifti  officers,  were  admitted  as  pri- 
foners of  war  on  their  paroles  of  honour,  and  to  conciliate 
the  aftedions  of  the  natives,  all  the  Indians  taken  prifo- 
ners, were  difmifted  in  fafety. 

The  joy  on  taking  this  important  place  vras  greatly  cloud- 
ed by  the  lofs  of  major  Mere,  who  being  transfixed  with  an 
arrow  near  the  Royal  gate,  died  immediately,  univerfally 
lamented  for  his  good'qualities*  A  few  officers  only  were 
v/ounded,  and  no  more  than  30  private  men  killed  or  wound- 
ed. In  confequence  of  the  terms  given  to  the  Spaniards, 
the  port  of  Cavite,  and  the  citadel,  with  the  iftands  and  forts 
dependent  on  Manila,  were  given  up  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty,  and  they  were  to  pay  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
preiervatiou  o'f  the  town  and  their  efteds. 
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Such  lucrative  conquefts  as  the  Havannah  and  the  Phillip- 
pine  Iflandsj  had  never  before  been  made  (a).  But  thefc 
immenfe  captures  though  they  inriched  individuals^  contri- 
buted  nothing  diredly   to  the  public  fervice.     However, 

they 


(a)  Brigadier  Gen.   Draper's  Letter   to   the   Earl  of  Egremont, 
dated  Manila,  November  z,  1762, 

My  Lord, 

J  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  fending  lieut.  col.  5fo//,  Tate  adjutant- 
general,  to  inform  your  Lordlhip  of  the  (uccefs  of  his  MajeftyV 
arms  in  the  conqueft  of  Manila,  the  furrender  of  the  port  of  Ca* 
*vite,  and  the  ceiTion  of  the  Philiippine  iflands. 

On  the  6rh  oiO^iober  we  took  the  capital  by  florm,  after  \z 
days  operation,  wJiich  are  detailed  in  my  journal.  Our  lofs  upon 
this  occafion  would  have  been  trifling,  but  for  the  death  of  major 
More  J  a  valiant  good  officer  ;  and  it  is  with  particular  fatisfaftioiv 
I  can  affure  your  Lordfliip,  that  the  firm  bravery  and  perfeverance 
of  the  troops,  could  only  be  equalled  by  their  humanity  after  vic- 
tory. Out  of  lefpeft  and  deference  to  Admiral  Comijh,  we  waited 
till  he  came  on  fhore,  and  being  defirous  to  fave  fo  fine  a  city 
from  deftru(flion,  we  jointly  dictated  the  armexed  conditions  to 
the  governor  general  (the  Archbilhop)  and  the  chief  magiftrates, 
who  moft  readily  embraced  them. 

Confidering  their  critical  fituation,anci  vaft  opulence,  the  terms 
ivere  as  reafonable  for  them  as  beneficial  to  us.  We  allow  the 
India  company  a  third  part  of  the  ranfom,  the  whole  of  which 
amounts  to  a  million  fterling  ;  and,  according  to  my  inftrudions, 
I  have  this  day  delivered  up  Manila,  one  of  the  richeft  cities  and 
iflands  in  thispart  of  the  world,  with  the  port  oiCafvite^  to  Daiv- 
(on  Drake,  YS(\\  and  the  other  gentlemen  appointed  to  receive  them^ 
on  behalf  of  the  company,  with  all  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
warlike  ttores  found  therein,  agreeable  to  the  inclofed  inventories.^ 
I  have  appointed  major  Tell  of  the  79th  regiment  to  be  com- 
mandant of  the  garrifon,  which  mull  confift  of  all  the  troops 
brought  from  Madrafs,  as  the  great  extent  of  the  place,  its  very 
numerous  inhabitants,  and  unfettled  country,  with  tlie  importanccr 
of  the  C^it;;/^,  demand  at  leafl,  this  force  for  an  effedual  fecurity. 
The  feafon  of  the  year,  and  condition  of  the  fquadron,  oblige 
us  to  defer  the  taking  poffefTion  of  the  fubordinate  places  ceded  to 
the  crown, until  the  lliips  have  had  a  fufiicient  repair ;  and  I  have 
the  pleafurc  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  large  quantity  of- 
naval  ftorcs  taken  in  the  royal  magazines  at  Cavite,  fupply  moft 
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they  might  he  faid  to  contribute  fomething  to  it  indiredlly  ; 
by  increafing  the  ftock  of  the  nation,  and  fupplying  that 
prodigious  drain  of  treaiure,  which  for  feveral  years  had  been 

made 


excellent  materials  for  thispurpofe,  in  which  the  Admiral  is  inde- 
fatigable, whofe  zeal  for  kis  majefty's  fervice,  great  cordiality,  and 
conltant  attention  to  us  during  the  wliole  courfe  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  fatiguing  progrefs  of  tlie  fiege,  are  beyond  all  praife. 
The  other  officers  of  the  fleet  exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
tipon  every  occaiion.  As  a  fmall  acknowledgment  of  our  many 
obligations  to  Mr.  Kempenfelt,  the  Admiral's  captain,  I  begged  his 
acceptance  of  the  government  of  the  citadel  and  port  of  Canfite^ 
till  it  was  given  up  to  the  company ;  his  prudent  and  excellent  re- 
gulations there  were  of  infinite  utility  to  the  public  fervice. 

I'he  captains  Collins,  Pitchford,  and  George  Ourry,  who  Com- 
manded the  battalion  of  feamen,  behaved  with  great  fpirit  and  con- 
duft,  and  capt.  Joce/yn,  who  was  intrufted  with  the  care  of  the 
difembarkations,  gave  us  all  the  afliftance  that  could  be  wifhed  or 
expeded  from  a  diligent  good  officer.  The  marine  officers  and 
corps  were  of  great  fervice,  and  the  feamen  aflonilhed  us  with 
mofl  extraordinary  proofs  of  adivity  and  valour,  particularly 
thofe  who  affifted  at  our  batteries. 

The  reduftion  of  Manila  has  been  fo  much  owing  to  the  con- 
fummate  fkill  and  bravery  of  Col.  Monfon,  that  I  fear  my  faint  re- 
prefentations  cannot  do  juftice  to  his  merit ;  and  I  moft  humbly 
beg  leave,  througli  your  Lordfhip,  to  recommend  him  to  his  Ma- 
iefty,  together  with  the  following  officers^,  viz.  Lieut.  Col.  Scott, 
Major  Barker,  who  commanded  our  artillery ;  Capt.  Fletcher, 
Major  of  Brigade  ;  the  engineers.  Captains  StepbenfQn,2iT\d.  Cotsford, 
andEnfign  Barnard-,  the  Captains  Moorland  Fm^'Vjaids-de-camp, 
who  have  all  aded  in  their  feveral  departments  with  extraordinary 
merit,  and  greatly  facilitated  my  good  fortune.  Eoth  the  royal 
and  the  company's  artillery,  with  their  other  troops,  behaved  very 
well.  In  the  laft  place,  may  I  piefume  to  point  out  the  fervices 
of  the  79th  regiment,  which,  from  the  good  condurt  of  their  for- 
mer and  prefent  field-officers,  has  the  peculiar  merit  of  having  firft 
flopped  the  progrefs  of  the  French  in  India,  and  not  a  little  con- 
tributed to  the  hpppinefs  and  decifion  of  that  war  under  Col  Cootg, 
and  has  fmee  extended  the  glory  of  his  Majefty's  arms  to  the  ut- 
moft  verge  of  Afia,  Twenty-three  officers,  with  upwards  of  800 
men  have  fallen  in  thecaufe  of  thetr  country,  fmce  the  regiment 
\ci\  England '.  Numbers  of  the  furvivors  are  wounded.  Your 
Lordfhip's  goodiiefs  encourages  me  to  mention  them  as  objects  of 
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made  from  this  kingdom  for  foreign  fubfidies,  and  for  the 
maintainance  of  armies  abroad.  U  it  had  not  been  for  fuch 
pecuniary  fupplies,  with  which  the  uncommon  fuccefles  of 

this 


compaiTion  and   proteclion.    Captain  Fletcher  has  nine  colours  to 
lay  at  his  Majefty's  feet. 

/  hwve  the  honour  to  he,  tjfc^ 

WILLIAM  DRAPER. 

Brigadier  General,  and  Commander  in  Chief. 

Letter  jrom  Vice- Admiral  Cornifli,  to  Mr.  Cleveland,  dated  in  the 
Bay  of  Manila,  the  3  ly?  of  October,  1762. 

JT  is  with,  tlie  greateft  pleafure  1  have  the  honour  to   acquaint 

their  lordfliips  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  majefty's  arms  in  the  re* 
duftion  of  the  city  of  Manila,  which  was  taken  by  ftorm  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  infiant.  In  my  letters  of  the  2  3d  and  3 1  ft  of 
Juky  1  acquainted  their  lordfhips  with  my  proceedings  to  that 
time  ;  after  which  I  ufed  every  poffible  means  at  Madras  for  dif- 
patch;  the  decline  of  the  S.  W.  monfoon  making  it  of  the  utmoft 
importance.  To  promote  this  end,  I  compleated  the  Elizabeth^ 
Grafton,  Lenox,  PP'ejmoufh,  and  ^rgo,  with  fuch  of  the  troops  and 
military  ftores,  as  they  were  to  take  on  board,  and  on  the  29th 
fent  them  away  under  the  command  of  Commodore  ^iddeman,  to 
proceed  to  Malacca,  with  a  view  that  they  might  compleat  their 
water  there  by  the  time  I  ihould  arrive  with  the  remainder  of  the 
iquadron 

Having  accomplilhed  the  embarkation  of  every  thing  defigwed 
for  the  expedition,  with  a  difpatch  much  beyond  my  expecHiations, 
as  we  had  from  the  whole  time  of  my  being  thereaviolentfurfto 
contend  with,  I  failed  the  iirlt  of  Auguft  v/ith  the  fhips  undermen- 
tioFied,  viz.  Norfolk,  Panther^  America,  Seaford,  South-Sea  Cufite 
ilore  fhips,  Admiral  Steven's  ftore-lliip,  Ojierly  Company's  fhip, 
leaving  the  Falmouth,  at  the  requeft  of  tlie  prefidentand  council, 
to  convoy  the  EJJex  India  fliip,  who  was  not  ready  to  fail,  having 
the  treafure  to  take  on  board  the  China  cargoes,  and  to  bring 
^o  Manila  fuch  of  tlie  company's  fervants,  as  were  to  ]3e  put  m 
poifeffion  of  that  Go\^ernment,  ifthe  expedition  fucceeded. 

The  19th,  I  arrived  at  Mallacca,  and  wasdifappointed  in  not 
finding  Mr.  Tiddeman  there,  who  did  not  join  me  till  the  21ft 
having  met  with  long  calms:  the  diiiiculty  of  watering  tiie  fqua- 
dron  at  this  place  made  it  the  27th  before  I  could  leave  the  road. 

On  the  2d  of  September  I  arrived  ofi' Fulo  Timean,  and  was  join- 
ed 
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this  war  were  attended,  it  never  could  have  been  maintain- 
ed in  the  extent  to  which  it  was  carried,  notwithftandin^'- 
the  increale  of  trade,  which  has  been  uniformly  progreiTive 

for 


ed  by  capt.  Grant,  m  the  Seahor/e,  whom  I  had  detached,  iiprn 
my  nrft  arrival  at  Madrafj,  to  cruize  between  this  illand  and  the 
jtraits  of  Smcapore,  to  flop  any  veilels  he  might  fufpedi  going  t6 
Manila. 

On  the  19th  Imadethecoaft  of  Luconla,  but  was  drove  off 
again  by  a  Itrong  N.  E.  wind,  wliich  feperated  fome  of  the  fqiia- 
dron.  The  22d  the  gale  broke  up,  and  the  wind  Ihifting  to  tlic 
S.  \V^  the  23d  we  recovered  the  land  again  ;  the  next  day  entered 
the  bay  of  Manila,  and  in  the  clofe  of  the  evening  anchored  cff  the 
port  of  Cavite  with  the  whole  fquadron,  except  tlie  Souih-Sea 
Cajile,  and  Admiral  <S/^a'f»/,  tlie  Falmouth  and  ^fA*  having  joined 
me  olf'  the  coafl.  In  the  night  I  fent  the  makers  to  found  about 
tlie  fortifications  of  Cwuite^  and,  by  tlieir  report  found  that  it 
might  be  attacked  by  fhips. 

The  25th  in  the  morning,  the  wind  not  being  favourable  to  at- 
tack the  Canjite.  I  took  two  of  the  frigates,  and  with  general 
Draper,  and  fome  other  otFicers,  reconnoitred  the  Ihore  about  Ma- 
nila: and  obferved  fome  churches  and  other  buildings  to  (land  near 
tiie  works  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town,  particularly  toward  the 
S,  W.  baftion.  We  had  fome  delign of  attacking  Ca'vite  firft,  to 
have  had  the  conveniency  of  that  port  for  the  Ihipping,  but  con- 
iidered  tliat  though  the  attack  Ihould  be  attended  with  all  thfc 
fuccefs  we  could  hope,  yet  it  would  caufe  a  delay  at  leafi  of  two 
days  before  we  could  land  at  Manila,  which  time  would  afford 
opportunity  to  the  enemy  to  demolifh  thofe  buidings  near  the 
works,  and  to  prepare  many  obftacles  to  our  landing  and  perhaps 
recover  from  thatconfternation  our  unexpected  arrival  had  thrown 
them  in  ;  and  further,  Manila  being  the  capital,  if  that  fell,  Ca^ 
^ite  would  \\\  confequence. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  I  joined  in  opinion  with  the  general 
to  take  advantage  of  circumliances,  fo  favourable  for  a  defcent^ 
and  land  the  troops  with  all  difpatch,  and  endeavour  to  get  poffef- 
fion  of  fome  pofls  near  their  works,  which,  if  effeCled,  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  city. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  refolutiens,  I  immediately  made  the 
fignal  en  board  the  Seahorfe  for  the  fquadronto  join  me,  and  for  the 
troops  to  prepare  to  land.  About  feven  in  the  evening  the  '■9th  re- 
giment, with  the  marines  in  the  boats,  under  the  dire(ftion  of  the 
captains  Parker  ^Kempenfelt,  and  Brereton,  pulhcd  for  the  Ihore; 

^nd  under  the  fire  of  t]ie  three  frigates,  effected  the  landing  at  3 

churciTi 
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for  the  laft  three  years.  It  has  in  a  loofe  way  been  com- 
puted, that  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  inde- 
pendently of  the  great  increafe  of  valuable   merchandize, 

(which 


church  called  ti.e  Moratta,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  walls. 
We  had  no  oppolition  from  the  enemy,  but  fonie  difficulty  from 
the  furf,  which  ran  high,  and  bilged  all  the  long  boats,  but  hap- 
pily iolt  no  men. 

file  next  morning  the  general  took  an  advanced  pod  about  200 
yards  from  the  glacis,  and  there,  undercover  of  a  blind,  intended 
his  hatt-^ry  againft  the  face  of  the  S.  W .  baftion.  The  number  of 
troops  being  fmall,  I  landed  a  battalion  of  feamen,  ccnfiTiing  of 
a;  out  -00  men,  unde;  tlie  command  of  the  Captains  Collins, 
J^itchford,  an    (•'Cor  e  Ourry. 

Tiie  25th  i  difpatc  led  three  armed  boats  af  er  a  galley,  coming 
lip  the  ba\  to  Manila  ,  they  cmie  up  with  her,  lefolutely  boarded 
her,  and  took  her,  notwitlif'an  fnglhe  <  ept  up  a  (mart  fire  with 
patreraroes  and  mulkets ;  fhe  m  ^unred  two  can  i  ig  and  feventeen 
l)ra's  fwivel  .uns,  and  had  eighty  men.  By  letters  founa  in  her, 
we  difcovered  Ihe  was  difpatc  ed  from  the  gal  eon  .  /.  Phi^rpna, 
itom  ■'Iropuic  ^2indi\v\iom  chad  left  the  lotn  oi  Septembtr,  zt 
Cajaya'a'^  between  the  Embocua  r  and  Cape 5"//  ttu  i^anta.  Up- 
on this  difcovery,  I  came  to  a  refolution  to  fend  the  i^'-nti^e-  and 
Jirg';  in  queft  of  her,  bur  it  was  the  4th  of  October  before  the  wea- 
ther permitted  tlieir  failing. 

The  28th  of  September  t^e  General  acquainted  me,  that  he  was 
beginning  to  work  on  the  battery,  and  that  if  fome  fhips  could  get 
Bear  enough  to  throw  1]  ot  on  the  works  of  the  town  oppoiite  to  it, 
jt  might  take  <  ff  fome  of  the  enemy's  fire  and  attention,  and  there- 
by facilitate  its  conftru(flion.  In  confequence  of  this,  I  ordered 
Commodore  ■  iddem  n^  with  the  Elizabeth  and  Falmouth^  towards 
the  town,  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  and  to  place 
the  fhips  in  fuch  a  pofirion  as  would  beit  anfwer  the  purpofe  in- 
tended, which  was  accordingly  done  the  next  day,  and  their  fire 
had  a  very  good  efl'e<^. 

On  the  30th,  the  ^owh  Sea  Cajile  arrived  with  ftores  which 
were  much  wanted,  particularly  the  entrenching  tools,  for  want 
of  whicli  the  army  had  been  fo  greatly  diftreifed,  that  1  was  oblig- 
ed to  employ  all  the  forges  in  ma^  ing  fpades,  pickaxes,  &g.  for 
them.  The  firfl  of  Odober  it  began  to  blow  frefh,  and  in  the 
ttight  increafed  to  a  hard  gale,  which  drove  the  "^outh  Sea  CafiU 
afhore  near  the  Puheri/tny  a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  our  camp. 
This  accident,  however,  had  fome  confiderable  advantages  attend- 
ing it,  as  the  fituat4on  Ihe  lay  ia  made  her  cannon  a  proteftion  for 

tha 
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(which  ufed  to  be  formerly  the  fole  produce  and  advantage 
of  the  Eaft  India  commerce,)  has  brought  into  England 
during  the  war,  near  fix  millions  in  treafure  and-jewels. 

The 


the  rear  of  our  camp  :  it  was  likewife  the  means  that  all  her  mill- 
t.dry  ftores  were  got  on  board  with  fafety  and  difpatch,  and  tha 
army  fupplied  with  the  provilions  Ihe  had  on  board,  both  of  which 
were  articles  they  flood  in  imm.ediate  need  of,  and  which  could 
hothaVe  been  fupplied  by  boats,  as  it  continued  blowing  weather 
for  feveraldays  after,  and  the  furf  breaking  very  high  on  the  beach^ 

This  gale  was  from  the  W.  S.  W.  diredly  on  the  lliore,  which 
gave  me  much  concern  for  the  fafety  of  the  fquadron,  particularly 
for  the  Elizabeth  and  Falmouth,  who  were  only  in  four  fathom  wa- 
ter, and,  as  I  have  beenfmce  informed,  ftruck  ;  but  the  bottom 
being  mud,  and  foft  to  a  conliderable  depth,  they  received  no 
damage.  On  the  4th  in  the  morning,  the  General  opened  the 
ipattery,  which  was  fo  well  managed,  and  feconded  by  the  flnps 
before  the  town  that  in  four  hours  the  defences  were  taken  off,  and 
the  next  day  in  the  evening  the  breach  was  made  practicable. 

On  the  6th,  at  day  light  in  the  morning,  the  general's  regiment, 
with  the  fea  battalion,  mounted  the  breach,  made  the  attack,  and 
foon  got  polfefhon  of  all  the  baflions,  which  completed  the  con- 
queft.  I  immediately  went  on  fliore,  and  with  the  General,  had  2 
meeting  with  the  SpaniHi  Governor,  and  fome  of  the  principal. 
ofhcers,  when  a  capitulation  was  agreed  on,  that  the  town  and 
port  of  Cavite,  with  the  illands  and  forts  dependent  on  Manila, 
Ihould  be  given  up  to  his  Britannick  Majefly,  and  that  they  Hiould 
pay  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the  prefervati on  of  the  .town  and 
their  eiTe^ls,  (a  copy  of  which  capitulation  I  have  inclofed  ) 

Qn  the  loth  I  fent  capt,  KcmpevfeJt  in  the  Norfolk,  with  the 
Sffordzndi  Seahorfe^  to  take  poffefTion  of  Cavite,  agreeable  to  the 
Capitulation ;  by  this  acquifition  we  are  in  pofTeffion  of  a  very  large 
quantity  of  naval  llores ;  and  befide  the  advantage  of  almoll  every 
convenience  for  refitting  a  fquadron,  the  people  are  fupplied 
with  frefli  meat  and  vegetables  in  great  plenty. 

The  fiege,  though  iliort,  was  attended  with  many  difficulties  and 
great  fatigue,  in  which  botii  the  officers  and  men  exerted  themfelves 
with  the  utmoft  chearfulnefs.  \\"e  had  conflant  frefli  gales,  a  lee 
ihore,  and  confequently  a  high  furf  to  contend  with,  which  made  it 
always  difficult,  frequently  hazardous  and  fometim.es  impoflible  to 
land  with  boats.  1  he  rains  fell  very  heavy,  and  our  Httle  aimy 
were  furrounded  and  harraiTed  by  numerous  bodies  of  Indians, 
-nho,  though  undifciplined,  and  aimed  only^vilh  lances,  bcv/s  and 

L,  1  arrows. 
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The  capture  of  the   Spanifh   reglfter  fhip,  the 
May  21.  Hermione,  which  happened  foon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Spain,  and  juft  aafhe 
Was  on  the  point  of  entering  one  of  the  ports  of  Old  Spain, 

and 


arrows,  yet  by  a  daring  refohifion  and  contempt  of  death,  they 
became  not  only  troublefomc  but  formidable.  I  have  the  fatis- 
faflion  of  acquainting  their  lordfhips,  that  throughout  the  whole 
expedition,  the  moft  perfed  harrnony  and  unanimity  have  fub- 
iifled  between  his  majefty's  land  and  fea  forces. 

You  will  receive  with  this,  anaccountof  the  number  of  officers 
and  men,  both  feamen  and  marines,  that  were  landed  from  the 
fquadron,  as  likewife  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  each  corps.  It 
is  with  concern,  I  acqt4aint  their  lordfhips  with  the  lofs  of  com- 
modore liddeman,  who,  in  attempting  to  enter  the  river  in  his 
barge,  the  morning  after  the  reduction  of  Manila,  was  drowned 
with  five  of  his  people,  by  which  Unhappy  accident,  his  Majefty 
has  lolt  a  brave  and  experienced  officer. 

Captain  Kemfenfelt ,  by  whom  I  fend  this-  (and  will  prefent  to 
you  for  their  lordlliips  a  plan  of  the  town  of  Manila,  and  the  port 
of  Ca'vite)  has  been  of  the  greateft  affiftance  to  me  during  th6 
courfe  of  this  enterprize  ;  he  is  very  capable  of  furnifhing  their 
lordfliips  with  many  particulars  necefiary  for  their  information  ; 
and  his  great  merit  makes  it  my  duty  to  recommend  him  as  a  very 
able  and-  good  officer. 

I  am,  &:c. 


O" 


S.  C  O  R  N  I  S  H. 

Letter  from  Vice^  Admiral  Qomx.^  to  Mr.  Cle\xland,  dated  in.tht 
Bay  of  Manila,  Nov.  lo,  i  '}62. 

IN  my  letter  of  the  31ft  ofO^oher,  I  acquainted  you  of  my  hav- 
ing fent  Captain    Parker  with  the  Panther  and  Argo,  in  queft 
of  tlie  galconSt.  Philiffma^  from  AcapulcOy  bound  to  Manila. 

1  he  7  th  infiant  capt.  King  in  the  Argo,  returned  witli  a  letter 
fromcapt.  P«ri^r,  acquainting  me,  that,  in  confequence  of  my 
orders,  having  the  301)1  of  Odober  got  the  length  of  the  i/land 
Caput,  near  the  entrance  into  the  Embocadtra,  in  purfuit  of  the 
St.  Philippina,  where  the  Argo  liad  come  to  an  anchor  (and  which 
he  intended  to  do  for  that  night)  juft  as  theday  clofed  faw  a  fail, 
and  landing  to  the  northward  ;  at  eight  in  the  evening  he  got  fight 
fif  the  chafe,  about  two  leagues  to  leward,  but  unluckily  by  the 
rdpidjty  of  a  counter  current,  to  what  the  chafe  was   in,  drove 
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and  that  of  the  Santiflimo  Trinidad,  a  Manila  fhip,  muftbe 
added  to  thcfe  refources.  The  /irft  of  thefe  was  worth  lit- 
tle lefs  than  a  million  fterling,  and  the  other  at  leaft  three 
millions  of  dollars.  The  taking  of  thefe  fhips  is  not  altoge- 
ther unworthy  a  place  in  hiftory;  becaufe  it  had  no  fmall 
influence  on  the  affairs  of  the  Bourbon  alliance,  and    confi- 

derably 


among  the  Narrango's  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  loft,  and 
obliged  to  anchor  ;  tiie  frigate  having  efcaped  the  danger,  got  up 
with  the  chace,  and  engaged  her  near  two  hours ;  but  was  fo 
roughly  handled,  tliat  capt.  King  was  obliged  to  brirg  too  to  re- 
pair his  damages.  By  this  time  the  current  llackened,  whicli  en- 
abled capt.  Parker  to  get  under  fail  with  the  chace  in  liglit  i 
about  nine  the  next  morning  he  came  up  with  her,  and  after  bat- 
tering her  two  hours  within  half  mufket  iliot,  Ihe  ftruck.  The 
enemy  made  but  little  reliOanee,  trufting  to  the  immenfe  thicknefs 
of  tiie  fides  of  their  Ihip,  which  the  Panther's  fhot  was  not  able  to 
penetrate,  except  her  upper  works.  Capt.  Parker  was  no  lefs  dif- 
appointed  than  furprized,  when  the  general  came  on  board,  to 
find,  that  inftead  of  the  Saint  Philippina,  he  had  engaged  and 
taken  the  Santilhmo  Trinadad,  who  departed  from  Manila  the  firlt 
of  Auguji  for  Acapulco^  and  had  got  three  hundred  leagues  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  Embocadero  ;  but  meeting  with  a  hard  gale  of 
wind,  was  difmafted  and  put  back  to  refit.  She  had  eight  hundred 
men  on  board,  and  pierced  for  lixty  guns,  but  when  Capt.  King 
engaged  her,  had  only  fix  mo\mted,  and  but  thirteen  when  taken  : 
fhe  draws  thirty-three  feet  water,  and  is  a  much  larger  Ihip  than 
the  Panther,  I'cannot  afcertain  the  value  of  the  cargo,  but  there 
is  to  tlie  amount  of  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  regiftered, 
and  Ihe  is  reputed  fo  be  worth  three  millions. 

Capt.  King  left  the  Panther  with  her  prize  at  anchor  about 
three  leagues  fouth  of  the  Corrigedcw,  at  tlie  mouth  of  this  bay ; 
and  as  I  have  fent  a  reinforcement  of  men  with  launches  and  warps, 
I  hope  very  foon  to  have  her  in  fafety.     I  am,  &:C. 

S.   CORNISH. 

Officers  killed  and  wounded,  &c.  belonging  to  the  Norfolk  Lieut, 

Peter  Porter,  and  Mr.  PVhite,  furgeon's  fecond  mate,  killed. 

Lenox  Thomas  Spearing,  fecond  lieutenant  of  marines,  wounded. 

Total  officers,  feamen  and  marines  landed,  10 17.  Killed,  17. 
Wounded,  17. 

N.  B.  The  furgeons,  armourers,  and  other  artificers,  are  not 
included  in  the  above  account, 
tiorfolk.offCa-vita,  S.    C  O  R  N  I  9H. 

Oti,  31,  1762.  L  1  2 
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^erably  funk  thofe  refources  of  money,  which  were  the 
principal  objefts  to  France,  when  flie  formed  that  famous 
treaty.  All  thefe  advantages  were  without  any  confiderable 
allay  on  the  fide  of  Great  Britain ;  they  would  have  ferved 
to  ballance  any  poffible  fuccefs,  which  the  enemy  might  have 
had  in  Portugal.  '  But  their  fuccefs  in  that  quarter,  where 
they  had  entertained  the  moft  fanguine  hopes,  was  by  no 
means  confiderable^^  and  very  far  from  tending  to  any  thing 
decifive.  Thefe  confideraticns  helped  to  difpofe  the  Bour- 
bon courts  to  peace,  almoft  as  foon  as  they  had  jointly  en- 
tered into  the  war  ;  and  Europe,  after  having  been  deceived 
in  the  hopes  of  tranquillity,  which  were  entertained  from 
the  late  negotiation,  and  pUinged  apparently  deeper  than 
ever  into  v/ar,  was  in  reality  approaching  faft  to  peace,  and 
the  public  repofe  wa3  preparing,  when  it  feemed  to  be  at  the 
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CHAP.     IX. 

Propofals  for  peace.  State  of  the  mimjlry  and  parties. 
Dukes  of  Bedford  and  Nlverjiois  employed  m  the  negotiation. 
Nezvfotmdlayid  taken  a7id  retaken.  War  in  Gerinany.  He- 
reditary Frince  defeated  at  lohannifberg.  French  repulfed. 
Cajfd  invcjted.  Remarkable  cannonade  at  Bucker  MTihL 
French  take  Amonehourg.  Cajfel  furrendered  to  the  allies. 
War  in  Wefphalia  concluded. 

WHEN  France  had  found  experimentally^  that  the 
prefent  at  leaft  was  not  the  favourable  time  for 
drawing  from'her  alliance  all  thofe  advantages  with  which 
/he  flattered  herfelf,  fhe  inclined  in  good  earnell:  to  peace. 
The  fmcerity  of  her  procedure  in  the  former  negotiation 
might  be  juftly  queftioned  ;  becaufe  fhe  had  prepared  aji  af- 
ter gam^e  in  cafe  of  its  breaking  off.  And  (he  fo  much  re- 
lied on  it,  that  it  is  very  poiTibie-the  negotiation  itfelf  was 
but  a  feinfe  m2.de  to,  coyer  and  to^  j^repare  that  projedl.  But 
finding  that  Gieftt;3ritain  wa'§  neither  intimidated  by  the 
threats  of  thatj formidable  alliance,  nor  at  all  likely  to  be  re- 
duced by  the'  exertion  of  its  forces  ;  ihe  came  m  good  ear- 
neft  into  thefe  pacific  fehtimenty^  which  formerly  fhe  had 
only  counterfeited.  The  flov/{)fogi^fs  of  the  Bourbon  troops 
♦"riTertugai-y  the  retrograde  motion  of  the- French  army  ill 
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Germany,  the  taking  of  Martlnico  and  its  dependencies,, 
and  the  imminent  danger  in  which  they  beheld  the  Havan- 
nah,  all  confpired  to  humble  the  pride,  and  daili  the  hopc^ 
of  the  Bourbon  alliance. 

On  the  fide  of  Great  Britain  likewife,  the  difpofitions  to 
peace  became  much  more  cordial.  No  people  were  ever 
'lefs  intoxicated  with  their  fuccelTes.  Victories  were  be- 
come familiar  to  us,  and  made  but  little  imprcfHon.  The 
marks  of  public  joy  on  the  moft  confidcrable  conquefts, 
were  become  much  (lighter  and  colder,  thstn  w^ere  ihewed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  v/ar,  upon  very  trivial  advantages.. 
Befides  the  nation  had  occafion  for  peace.  Though  her 
trade  had  been  greatly  augm.ented,-a  circumftance  without 
exam.ple  favourable,  and  though  many  of  her  conquefts,  as 
we  have  feen,  v/ere  very  far  from  unlucrative,  her  fupplies 
of  money^  great  as  they  were,  did  not  keep  pace  with  her  ex- 
pences.  The  fupply  of  men  too,  which  was  neceflary  to 
furnifh  the  wafte  of  fo  extenfive  a  war,  became  fenfibly  di- 
minifhed,  and  the  troops  were  not  recruited  but  with  fomc 
difficulty^  and  at  a  heavy  charge.  It  was  time  to  clofe  the 
war,  y/hen  every  end,  we  could  rationally  propofe  to  our- 
felves  in  carrying  it  on,  was  anfwered  ;  we  had  enough  la 
our  hands  to  anfwer  all  our  demands,  and  aimed  all  our  ex- 
pectations ;  and  as  it  is  grown  into  a  fort  of  maxim,  that 
nations  greatly  victorious,  muft  cede  fomething  on  a  peace, 
the  difficulty  on  our  fide  was  only  what,  and  how  much  wc 
fhould  retain.  Not  that  there  was  a  doubt,  but  whatever 
choice  of  acquifition  could  be  made  upon  any  rational  prin- 
ciples, a  great  deal  would  ftill  remain  to  give  the  fulleil 
fcope  to  every  fentiment  of  equity  and  moderation. 

All  thefe  were  fufficient  inducements  to  peace.  But  other- 
things  operated  as  caufes.  An  alteration  in  the  fyftem^  of 
the  Britilh  miniftry  had  begun  this  war ;  another  alteration 
put  an  end  to  it. 

The  whole  council  had  been  almoft  unanimous  to  oppofe 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  fcheme  for  precipitating  the  declaration  ot 
war  againft  Spain.  They  thought  his  principles  too  vio- 
lent, and  they  did  not  perfedly  like  his  perlon.  When  he 
retired  from  publick  bufinefs,  it  feemed  as  if  they  breathed 
more  freely,  and  had  got  rid  of  a  burthen  that  oppreired 
them.  But  he  was  not  long  removed,  when  it  appeared 
that  the  remaining  part  of  the  fyftem,  was  framed  upon 
principles  fo  very  difcordant  in  themfelves,  that  it  was  by 
jio  means  likely  to  ftand.  ^"^' 
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The  duke  of  Newcaflle,  firfl  lord  of  the  trcafury,  bvhis 
early  zeal  in  favour  of  the  proteftant  fucceliion,  by  the  libe-' 
ral  and  politic  ufe  he  had  made  of  a  great  fortune,  by  the  ob- 
Tigations  which  in  a  ccurfc  of  many  years,  and  in  a  fucceiTi- 
on  of  great  cniployments,  he  was  enabled  to  confer  on  fome 
of  the  moll  confiderahle  people  in  the  kingdom,  had  attach- 
ed a  great  number  to  his  fortunes,  and  formed  an  intereft  in 
the  parliament  and  the  nation,  which  it  was  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  overturn,  or  even  to  fhake.  He  came  to  be  confi- 
deied  as  the  he;id  of  the  Vv^higs ;  and  he  was  in  reality  well 
qualifieJ  in  many  refpecls  for  the  chief  of  a  party,  from  his 
unbounded  liberality,  from  his  affability,  magnihcence,  and 
perfonal  difmtereflednefs.  Even  the  defects  and  faults, which- 
might  have  appeared  in  his  character,  were  rather  of  fervicQ 
to  him,  as  they  often  tended  to  foften  refentments,  and 
Kelped  to  give  that  great  power,  of  which  he  was  poiTelTed,  an 
appearance  lefs  formidable. 

During  a  great  part  of  the  late  king's  reign,  his  family 
had  directed  all  things  withour  controul.  On  the  accefTioii 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  his  fituation  feemed  more  doubtful. 
But  in  a  little  time  he  appeared  outwardly  as  well  eftablifhed 
as  ever,  not  only  in  his  former  high  employments,  but  in 
that  fhare  of  influ^ence  which  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  at- 
tend it.  There  was,  however,  very  little  reality  in  this  fpe- 
cious  appearance  ;  for  he  did  not  pollefs  the  royal  confi- 
dence, upon  which  all  the  eiTential  of  power  depends.  Nei- 
ther his  age,  nor  his  fituation  in  the  former  reign,  had  al- 
lowed him  the  opportunity  of  cultivating  an  intereft  with 
the  prefent  king.  Another  noble  perfon  (a)  had  been  \i\ 
an  employment  near  his  perfon  j  and  having  formed  his 
mind  y/ith  much  attention  and  fuccefs  to  thofe  virtues  which 
aidorn  his  ftation,  deferved  and  obtained  a  very  uncommon 
ihare  of  his  confidence. 

Thir,  nobleman  was  nrfl:  groom  of  the  Hole  :  afterwards, 
taking  a  more  open  fnare  in  the  condu-ift  of  affairs,  he  accept- 
ed the  feals  as  fecretary  of  ftate.  Qn  thq  removal  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  w^'io  preferved  a  fort  of  union  in  the  admlniftration  by 
their  common  dread  of  him,  the  only  competition  v/as  be- 
tween the  diike  of  Nev/caftle  and  lord  Bute.  The  former 
couid  not  well  endure  that  decay  of  influence,  which,  on  i^ 
thoufanc   occafions,   he  muft  have  fenfibly  felt,  and  which. 
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(a)  The  Earl  of  Bute. 
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the  great  rank  he  held  muft  have  rendered  only  more  pain- 
fu].  Lord  Bute,  on  the  other  hand,  could  not  bear  to  fee 
the  treafury  board,  which,  under  whatever  limitations,  was 
attended  with  fo  much  power,  in  the  hands  of  his  rival.  It 
is  indeed  a  department,  the  entire  conducl:  of  which  is  abfo- 
lutely  ellential  to  the  perfon  who  has  any  pretcnfions  to  be 
at  the  head  of  the  Britifh  adminirtration. 

Thefe  principles  foon  produced  their  natural  efFc6t.  In 
k  -fhort  time  the  duke  of  Newcallle  thought  him- 
felf  obliged  to  refign,  and  lord  Bute  became  firft  May  26. 
cpmmifTioner  of  the  treafury.  This  refignation 
was  followed  by  that  of  others  of  great  confideration  for 
their  rank  and  Influence.  No  one  was  furprifedat  the  ferment 
which  enfued  ;  in  which  perfonal  refentment,  party  violence, 
and  national,  or  rather  local  prejudices,  were  all  united,  to 
throw  every  thing  into  confufion. 

In  this  condition  of  parties,  a  number  of  thofe  called 
Whigs,  who  had  loft  their  places,  being  highly  irritated  at 
the  late  changes,  and  even  many  of  thofe  who  ftill  continu- 
ed in  employments,  being  fuppofed  attached  to  the  intereft 
of  the  duke  of  Nev/caftle,  and  therefore  not  to  be  depended 
on  by  the  ^ew  adminiftration,  It  became  neceflary  to  have 
recourfe  to  thofe  called  Tories,  or  country  gentlemen. 

From  the  beginning  of  this  reign  it  had  been  profefTed, 
with  the  general  applaufe  of  all  good  men,  to  abolifh  thofe 
odious  party  diftinclions,  and  to  extend  the  royal  favour  and 
protedtion  equally  to  all  his  majeftv's  fubje6ts.  The  pcr- 
fons  called  Tories  had,  befides,  been  before  a(£live  in  fup- 
port  of  fome  of  thofe,  who  now  clamoured  at  the  very  niea- 
fures  which- they  had  themfelves,  more  than  once,  adopted. 
Howev^er,  occafion  was  taken  from  thence  to  endeavour 
at  the  revival  of  this  almoft  exploded  diftin£lion.  There 
were  great  heats,  which  were  blown  Into  a  combuftion  by 
every  art,  and  every  inftrument  of  party,  that  had  ever 
proved  efFe6i:ual  upon  fimilar  occafions. 

Whllft  the  nation  was  thus  diftra61:cd,  the  condu£l  of  a 
war  became  difficult ;  its  continuance  unfafc  ;  and  its  fup- 
plies  uncertain.  If  the  adminiftration  failed,  their  failure 
would  be  conftrued  Into  incapacity  ;  if  they  fucceeded,  their 
fuccefs  would  be  converted  into  an  argument  for  fuch  terms 
of  peace,  as  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to  procure. 
Above  all,  the  antient  and  known  conne6^ion  between  the 
chiefs  of  the  moneyed  iatereft  and   the  principal  perfons  in 
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the  oppofition,  muft  have  been  a  fubjeiSl  of  great  anxiety  td 
the  adminiftration. 

Thefe  caufes  co-operated  to  render  the  intentions  of  the 
Britifli  miniftry  tov/ards  peace  altogether  cordial  and  fin- 
cere  j  and  they  thought  theinfelves  abundantly  juftified  in 
their  wifhes  for  it  at  this  juncture,  both  from  the  fuccefles 
and  the  burthens  of  the  nation  ;  from  the  flourifhing  flate 
<)f  fome  of  their  allies,  and  the  doubtful  ftate  of  others  ; 
and  in  general,  from  thofe  arguments  of  humanity,  which^ 
made  it  high  time  that  Europe  fliould  enjoy  fome  interval 
of  repofe. 

Both  courts  thus  concurring  in  the  fame  point,  all  diffi- 
culties were  fpeedily  fmoothed.  It  is  faid,that  th?  firft  over- 
tures were  made  under  the  mediation  of  his  Sardinian  ma° 
jefly.  As  foon  as  terms  v/cre  propofed,  in  order  to  give  a 
pledge  to  each  other  of  their  mutual  fnicerity,  it  was  agreed 
that  this  treaty  ihould  not  be  negotiated,  as  the  former 
had  been,  by  fubordinate  perfons  ;  but  that  the  two  courts 
fhould  reciprocally  fend  to  London  and  Verfailles  a  perfon 
of  the  iirfl:  confequence  and  diftin6tion  in  either  kingdom. 
Accordingly  the  duke  of  Bedford  was  fent  to  negotiate  on 
the  part  of  England,  and  the  duke  de  Nivernois  on  that  of 
France  j  the  great  outlines  of  the  treaty  were  very  foon  ex- 
plained and  adjuiled.  The  detail  of  fome  articles  took  up 
more  time. 

During  this  mixed  interval  of  war  and  treaty,  the  French 
obtained  a  temporary  advantage  ;  but  which  neither  fuf- 
pended  nor  influenced  the  negotiation.  It  was  the  lafl  of- 
fenfive  effort,  which  they  made  ;  and  though  this  enter- 
prize  was  attended  with  a  temporary  fuccefs  in  the  execu- 
tion, it  was  in  the  defign  not  fuperior  to  any  of  thofe  that 
had  failed.  Monfieur  de  Ternay,  with  a  fquadron  of  four 
men  of  war  and  a  bomb  ketch,  and  M.  d'  Haufonville,  with 
a  proportionable  number  of  land  forces,  arrived  the  24th  of 
June  at  the  bay  of  Bulls  in  Newfoundland,  and  finding  the 
iiland  little  prepared  to  refill:  them,  took  without  difficultyj 
the  forts  of  St.  Johuj  Trinity,  and  Carbohcar,  deflroyed  the 
two  laft,  and  likewife  the  ftages  and  implements  of  the  fifh- 
ery,  to  a  conhderable  value.  The  immenfe  extent  of  our 
military  operations,  rendered  it  little  wonderful  or  blame- 
able,  that  this  particular  part  was  found  weak. 

The  French  prefumcd  by  far  too  much  on  the  fupine- 
nefs   of  the  nation,  when  they  hoped  fvich  an  advantage 

could 


fjSi,  The  History  of  the  Wax.  529 

could  have  any  great  cfFc£l  on  the  negotiation.  In  fa6^,  as 
foon  as  the  news  arrived  in  England,  a  force  was  fitted  out 
to  retake  thofc  phices.  But  fuch  \y?ls  the  vigih\ncc  and  rea* 
dinefs  of  general  Amherft,  oiir  commander  in  Ameiica, 
that  it  fuperfedcd  the  ncceflity  of  this  armament.  He  de- 
tached colonel  Amherft  with  a  body  of  forces,  and  Lord 
Colville  with  a  fmall,  but  fufficient  fquadron,  to  recover 
this  valuable  ifland.  The  land  forces  attacked  fonaedetach- 
ments  of  the  French,  advantageoufly  ported  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  John's,  and  prepared  to  attack  St.  John's 
itfelf,  with  fo  much  vigour  and  activity,  that  M.  d'Haufon- 
ville,  who  had  remained  there  as  governor,  thought  pro- 
per to  deliver  up  that  place,  and  furrendered  him- 
lelf  and    garrifon  prifoneri>    of   war    (a)^  before  Sept.  18. 

lord 


(aj  Colonel  Amherfi's   Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  dated^  St, 
Jobn^Sf  Ntnvfoundland^  Sept  zo,  1762. 

My '  Lord, 
A  Ccording  to  the  orders  I  received  from  Sir  Jeffery^  Amherjf^ 
at  Nen.u  Tork^  of  which  your  Lordlhip  liavc  been  informed, 
I  proceeded  from  Neiu  Tork  to  Halifax  with  the  tranfports,  to 
take  up  there  the  troops  deftined  for  tlie  expedition.  1  got 
intd  the  harbour  tiie  26th  of  Auguji ;  and  finding  Ld.  Coh'ille 
had  failed,  determined  to  embark  the  troops  tb.ere,  and  at  Louif- 
bourg,  as  expeditioufly  as  polTible,  and  proceed  after  his  Lordfliip. 

The  men  of  war  being  failed,  who  were  to  have  taken  part  of 
the  troops  on  board,  I  was  obliged  to  take  up  ihipping  to  the 
anlount  of  400  tons. 

I  had  every  thing  embarked,  ready  to  fail  tke  29th,  but  con- 
trary winds  kept  us  in  the  harbour  till  the  ifl  of  September,  when 
we  got  out,  and  arrived  at  Louijbourgow  the  jth.  The  next  day 
the  troops  were  embarked,  and  we  failed  out  of  tlie  harbour  the 
7th  in  the  morning. 

I  had  tlie  good  fortune  to  join  Lord  CohiUc's  fleet  on  the  i  rth,, 
a  few  leigues  to  the  fouthward  of  St.  Johns ;  and  by  the  intelli- 
gence his  Lordlhip  had  received,  1  was  obliged  to  change  my  re- 
Iblution  oi  landing  the  troops  at  Kitty  Vitty,  a  narrow  entrance, 
clofc  to  the  harbour  of  St.  >/'7?'s,  the  enemy  having  entirely 
Itopped  up  the  paiTage,  by  fmklng  Ihallops  in  the  channel.' 

From  the  beft  information  I  could  get,  it  appeared  that  Torbay^ 
about  three  leagues  to  the  nort!iward  of  St.  Joh'Sf  was  the  place 
to  land  tiie  troops  at,  witliin  that  diilrict. 
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lord  Colville  could  arrive  from  the  place  where  the  troops 
had  been  landed,  toco-operate  with  them.  M.  de  Ternay 
elcaped  with  the  fleet,  partly  by  having  gained  a  confidera- 
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Lord  Colville  fent  the  Syren  man  of  war  into  Torhay  with  the 
tranfports ;  and  it  was  late  at  night  on  the  I2tb,  before  they  all 
came  to  an  anchoi.  Capt.  Djugias  of  his  Majefty's  Ihip  ^yren, 
went  with  me  to  view  the  Bay,  and  we  fo«nd  a  very  good  Beach 
to  land  on.  It  blew  hard  in  the  night,  and  one  of  the  tranfports, 
ivitli  the  Provincial  Light  Infantry  corps  on  board,  was  driven 
out  to  fea. 

I  landed  the  troops  early  the  next  morning,  at  the  bottom  of 
"the  Bay,  from  whence  a  path  led  to  St.  John'^  ;  a  party  cf  the 
enemy  iired  fome  Ihots  at  the  boats  as  they  rowed  in.  The  Light 
Infantry  of  the  Regulars  landed  firft,  gave  the  enemy  one  fire, 
and  drove  them  towards  St.  J&hn'i.  The  battalions  landed,  and 
v/e  marched  on.  The  path  for  four  miles  very  narrow,  through 
a  thick  wood,  and-over  very  ba-d  ground. 

Capt.  IvPDonnelCi  Light  Infantry  corps  in  front  came  up  witlr 
fome  of  the  party  wc  drove  from  the  Landing  Place :  They  had 
concealed  themfelves  in  tlie  wood,  fired  upon  lis,  and  wounded- 
three  men.  A  part  of  M'DonnelPs  corps  rulhed  in  upon  them, 
took  three  prifoners,  and  drove  the  reft'off. 

The  country  opened  afterwards,  and  we  marched  to  the  left 
of  Kitty  Vitty  :  It  wasnccelTary  to  take  poffeiiion  of  this  pafs,  tc 
open  a  communication  for  the  landing  of  artillery  and  flores,  it 
being  impradicable  to  get  them  up  the  way  we  came. 

As  foon  as  our  right  v/as  clofe  to  Kitty  Vitty  river,  the  enemy 
fired  upon  us  from  a  hill  on  the  oppofite  fide.  I  fent  a  party  up  a 
rock,  wliich  commanded  the  pafiage  over,  and  under  co\'er  of 
their  fire,  the  Light  Infantry  companies  of  the  Royal  and  Mont- 
gomery^^  fupported  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  Royal.  pafiTed,  drove 
the  enemy  up  the  hill,  and  purfued  them  on  that  fide  towards  St, 
yohn's :  when  I  perceived  a  body  of  the  enemy  coming  to  their 
fupport,  I  immediately  ordered  over  Major  Sutherland,  with 
•  the  remainder  of  the  tiril  battalion,  upon  which  they  tliought 
proper  to  retreat  ;  and  we  had  juft  time,  before  dark,  to  take 
pofl. 

Capt.  Mackenzie,  wlio  commanded  Montgomery  s  Light  Infan- 
try, was  dangeroufly  wounded.  Wc  took  ten  prifoners;  the 
troops  Jay  this  nigliton  their  arms. 

The  next  morning,  the  14th,  we  opened  the  channel,  wher*: 
tlie  enemy  had  funk  the  Ihallops :  they  had  a  breaft-work  Which 
CL'inmanded  tlie  taUrancc,  and  a  battery  not  quite  finilhed. 

Lieut* 
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ble  di{i;;nce,  before  they  were  difcovered,  by  means  of  a 
thick  fog  J  and  partly  becaufe  lord  Colville,  after  their  hav- 
ing been  difcovered,  did  not  apprehend  that  they  really 
were  the  enemy's  fhips. 

It 


Lieut.  Col.  -Tul'ikln,  who  liad  met  with  an  accident  by  a  fall, 
and  was  left  onboard,  joined  me  tliis  day  ;  and  Gapt.  Fergufon 
coinmandiiig  the  artillery,  brought  round  fome  light  artillery  and 
lloies  from  for  bay  in  the  fliallops. 

The  enemy  had  pOilelTion  of  tivo  very  high  and  fleep  hills,  one 
in  the  front  of  our  advanced  pofls,  and  the  other  nearer  to  St. 
John's,  which  two  hills  appeared  to  command  the  whole  groimd 
from  Kiuy  Vitty  to  St.  Joht/s.  It  was  neceffary  that  \wq.  fhould 
proceed  on  this  fide,  to  fecure  effecluaily  the  landing  at  l\\t  Kitty 
P^itty^  from  the  iirft  hill  th.e  enemy  fired  upon  our  polls. 

On  the  15th,  juil  before  day-break,  I  ordered  Capt.  W Don- 
nelly corps  of  Light  Lifantry,  and  the  Frovincial  Light  Infantry, 
fupported  by  our  advanced  pofts,  to  march  to  furprife  the  enemy 
on  this  hill.  Capt.  MDonneil  palled  their  centries  and  advanced 
guards,  and  was  hrft  difcovered  by  their  main  body  on  the  hill, 
as  he  came  climbing  up  the  rocks  near  the  fummit,  ^^'hich  he 
gained,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire.  He  threw  in  his  lire,  and  the 
enemy  gave  WMy. 

Capt.  M'Donnell  was  wounded ;  Lieut.  Schuyler  of  his  com- 
pany killed,  with  three  or  four  men,  and  eighteen  wounded. 

The  enemy  had  three  companies  of  grenadiers  and  two  picquets 
at  this  poft,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Belcombe,  fecond  in 
command,  who  was  wounded ;  a  Captain  of  Grenadiers  wounded 
^nd  taken  prifoner  ;  his  Lieut,  killed,  feveral  men  killed  and 
womided,  and  1 3  taken  prifoners. 

The  enemy  liad  one  mortar  here,  with  which  they  threw  fome 
fhells  at  us  in  the  niglit :  a  fix-pounder  not  mounted,  and  two 
wall  pieces. 

This  hill,  with  one  adjoining,  corrjmands  the  harbour. 
The  16th,  we  advanced  to  the  hill  nearer  St,  John's,  which 
the  enemy  had  quitted.  Twenty-nine  fhallops  came  in  to  day 
with  artillery  and  fiorcs,  provifion  and  camp  equipage  from  Tor- 
bay,  wiiich  we  unloaded.  I  moved  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
forward,  leaving  a  poil  to  guard  the  pafs  of  Kitty  Vitty,  on  the 
other  fide.  Laft  night  the  enemy's  fieet  got  out  of  the  harbour. 
This  night  we  lay  on  our  arms. 

The  17th,  a  mortar  battery  was  compleated,  and  a  battery  be- 
gun for  four  24-pounder^^.  and  two  i2-ponnder9,  about  500  yards 
M  m  z  from 
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It  was  in  Germany  that  the  greateft  efforts  were  made. 
Ev^en  after  the  negotiations  had  been  confiderably  advanced, 
the  military  operations  were  in  that  country  no  way  flack- 

ened. 


from  the  fort,  made  the  road  from  the  landing  for  the  artillery, 
and  at  night  opened  the  mortar  battery,  with  one  eight  inch  mor- 
tar, and  feven  cohorns,  and  fix  royals.  The  enemy  iired  pretty 
brilkly  from  the  fort,  and  threw  fome  fliells. 

The  1 8th,  in  the  morning,  I  received  a  letter  from  Count  de 
Ha'jjf(,n^ille,  of  which  I  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  inciofe  to  your 
Lordlhip  a  copy,  a^  alfo  of  m.y  piifwer  ;  with  copies  of  other  let- 
ters that  paifed,  and  of  the  capitulation. 

7\s  Lord  C(?/i;z//f,  at  this  time,  was  fome  d  I  fiance  off  the  coaft, 
2nd  the  wind  not  permitting  his  Lordfhip  to  Hand  in,  to  honour 
me  with  his  concurrence  in  the  terms  to  be  given  to  the  gcjrrifon, 
I  thought  no  tiDie  fhould  be  lofl  in  fo  advanced  a  feafon,  and 
therefore  took  upon  me  to  determine  it,  hoping  to  meet  with  his 
Lord/liip's  approbation  ;  and  he  has  given  me  the  greatefl  plea- 
fure,  by  entirely  approving  of  everything  I  have  done. 

I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  my  Lord,  that  every  afTiflance  we 
cobld  poffibly  defire  from  the  fleet,  has  been  given  us,  Lord 
CohilU  upon  the  fhort  notice  he  had  of  our  joining  him,  having 
laboured  to  get  together  all  the  fhaliops  he  could,  and  with  which 
we  were  fo  amply  fupplied,  was  a  meafure  of  effential  fervice: 
and  without  which  our  operations  mull  have  been  conliderably 
retarded. 

The  indefatigable  labour  and  perfevering  ardour  of  the  troops 
I  have  the  honour  to  command,  io  necefTary  towards  compleating 
tilt  conqueit,  before  the  bad  feafon  fet  in,  did  indeed  exceed 
what  I  could  have  expeded.  Lieut.  Col.  TulUkin  feconded  me 
in  every  thing  as  I  could  wifli. 

Capt.  McDonnell,  of  Col.  Fraxers  regiment,  having  Sir  Jfffery 
' Amber fii  leave  to  go  to  Englancl^  was  to  have  delivered  this  to 
your  Lordfhip  ;  but  his  leg  is  broken  by  the  wound  he  received, 
vi'hich  keeps  him  here:  may  I  humbly  prefume,  my  Lord, 
to  recommend  this  gentlejnan  to  your  Lordfhip's  protection,  as  a 
real,  brave  and  good  officer. 

Lord  Coh'ilU  intends  fending  his  Majefly's  fhip  Syren  immedi- 
ately to  England:  I  fend  Capt.  Campbell,  of  the  2  2d  regiment, 
with  thefe  difpatchcs,  who  will  inform  your  Lordlhip  of  any  par- 
ticulars ycu  may  defire  to  know. 

i  do  myfelf  the  hofiour  to  trajifmit  to  your  Lordfhip  fuch  ^fturns 

r  as 
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cned.  The  body  under  the  marfhal  d'Eftrccs  and  Soubilc, 
being  ftrcightencd,  in  the  manner  wc  have  fecn,  by  the  in- 
comparable judgment  of  prince  Ferdinand's  meafurcs,  had 

been 


IS  I  C2n  pofTibly  get  in  time,  to  fli^vv  the  true  flatQof  the   Frsrub 
troops  and  garrifon  here. 

/  am^  iiitb  the  moji  pro/ound  refptdy  my  Lor(f, 

Tour  Lordjhifi  moji  bumble,  and  mcjl  ohiditr.t  ^cr^^ant^ 

WILLIAM  AMHERST 

Capt.  Campbell  has  brought  with  him  the  Trench  colours  v.hich 
were  hoifted  on  the  fort  of  St.  Johns, 

Lord  Col'vilWs  Letter  to   Mr,    CUnje^and^  dated ^  St,  Johns ,  AW- 
foundland,  September  2Q,   1762. 

SIR, 

T  Had  the  honour  of  fending  you  an  account  of  my  proceedinc^€ 
until  the  18th  of  Augufi,  by  a  veirei  which  failed  from  Flactu- 
tiaiov  England  3.1  that  time  ;  and  on  the  22d  I  failed  v/ith  hij 
majefty's  Ihips  the  Northumberland^  Jntelcpe,  Go/port  and  Syren, 
and  the  King  George,  belonging  to  the  province  of  Maffachufctt-^ 
Bay,  On  the  25th,  we  chafed  a  fchooner  off  St.  John's  and  took. 
her  clofe  to  the  harbour's  mouth.  Ske  had  been  an  EngUJh  priva- 
teer, taken  by  the  enemy,  had  eight  carriage  guns  mounted,  and 
was  manned  with  thirty  Frenchmen,  commanded  by  an  enfign  ds 
VuiJJeou, 

The  enemy  had  fent  away  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Juhn'Sy  men,  women,  and  children,  by  giving  them  vdfcL  &ii(i 
provifions  to  carry  them  where  tliey  pleafed  ;  two  of  thefc,  a  floop 
and  a  fchooner,  we  met  with  on  the  coaft,  and  took  twenty -three 
Irijhmen  that  were  fmgle  men  out  of  them,  to  replace  in  part  the 
marines  of  the  fquadron  that  were  left  in  garrifon  at  Flacentia  and 
the  iile  of  Boys.  Thefe  Irijhmen  faid,  that  if  I  would  go  into 
'  the  bay  of  Bulls,  numbers  of  their  countrymen  would  refort  tome 
and  enter  on  board  the  fquadron ;  but  during  two  days  which 
I  Hayed  in  that  bay,  not  a  man  joined  me.  The  few  inhabitant^ 
that  remained  there,  quietly  followed  thtir  bufmefs  of  fifhing.. 
and  'tis  poffible  the  enemy  prevented  any  others  at  St.  John*^:, 
from  coming. 
Mr,  Garland  an4  Mr.  Z?«w,  twO  of  the  principal  inhabitants  ei 

Harbour 
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been  obliged  to  call  that  under  the  pxince  of  Conde  from 
the  Lower  Rhine  to  their  aiTiftance.  In  order  to  complete 
their  jundion  with  this  corps,  the  grand    army   uncovered 

Cailel, 


Harbour  Grace  and  Carbonera,  in  Conception  Bay  having  acquaint- 
ed me  that  a  number  of  men  in  ti'eir  neighbourhood  were  willing 
to  ferve  in  the  fquadron  during  the  prefent  exigency,  I  fent  the 
armed  fchooner  for  them,  andlhe  returned  with  Jifty  men,  which 
I  have  diftributed  among  the  ihips.  And  tlie  fame  gentlemen  re- 
prefenting,  that  the  enem.y  fometimes  fends  fmall  parties  by  ^and 
iQ  Per fifga/Co'Vf,  which  have  threatened  to  moleft  then?  in  fi.al- 
lops  from  that  place,  defned,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  all  their 
neigiibours,  that  the  fchooner  might  be  Rationed  in  Conception  Bay, 
for  their  prote6lion  and  defence,  w^hich  requell  I  complied  with* 

The  ifland  of  Carbonera,  in  Conception  Bay,  has  had  no  other  i 
garrifon  for  many  years  but  a  few  old  men  of  the  artillery,  to  \ 
takecare  of  the  guns  and  ordnance  iiotes.  Had  fome  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  adjacent  coaft  taken  port  here,  tliey  might  eafily 
have  defended  it  againif  any  force,  except  one  narrow  landing 
place, and  no  fafe  road  in  the  neighbourhood  for  great  fhips ;  but 
the  enemy  landed  in  boats,  and  deflroyed  the  whole  without  re- 
iiftance.  And  the  ifle  of  Boys,  near  Ferry  land,  w^ould  probably 
have  Ihared  the  fame  fat^,  had  it  not  been  pofTelfed  ia  due  time 
liy  the  Syren's  marines.  . 

In  frequently  palhng  the  harbour's  mouth  of  St.  J(>hnSy  we  I 
could  plainly  fee  that  the  fort,  which  fronts  the  entrance,  was  * 
fortifyed  all  roimd  the  new  works ;  and  that  a  redoubt,  or  fome- 
thing  like  one,  was  raifed  at  the  little  harbour  of  Kitty  Vitty, 
The  old  battery  at  the  South-fide  of  the  harbour's  mouth  was  re- 
paired wdth  additional  works,  and  a  new  oneerefted  on  tlie  fame 
iide  nearer  the  entrance.  All  thefe  were  to  be  fcen  from  the  fea  ; 
and  I  could  not  learn  that  the  enemy  intended  any  thing  more 
than  the  iinilhing  thefe  works. 

On  tlie  8th  of  5^/)/^w^^r  I  received  by  a  floop  exprefs  from 
Jialijaxy  letters  from  Sir  J'Jfery  Amherfi  at  AWu  York,  acquaint- 
ing me,  that  he  had  come  to  a  refolution  to  fend  a  body  of  troops, 
in  order  to  diflodge  the  enemy  as  foon  as  pofhble  from  St.  Johns ; 
and  that  Lieut,  Col.  Amherft  was  to  command  thefe  troops-  The 
fame  conveyance  brought  me  letters  from  Col.  Amherj]^  acquaint- 
ing me  with  his  arrival  at  Halifax  on  the  26th  of  Augvjl^  his 
departure  from  thence  on  the  'iii^o'i  Sct,ttmher^  and  with  his  in- 
tention to  call  at  [-o«/j^o«;-^  for  the  troops  there,  and  tlien  proceed 
round  Cape  Race,  to  join  me  on  this  coafi.  Upon  receipt  of  thefe 
letters,  I  fent  the  Hoop  which  brought  them  to  look  out  for  CoL 

Arnherfi 
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CafTel,  quitted  the  banks  of  the  Fulda,  and  fell  back  to  a 
confiderablediflance.  The  hereditary  prince  of  Brunfwick^ 
who  htid  attended  this  corps  all  along,  thought  at  length   9. 

fair 


.(^w^-'^r/?  and  the  tranfports  off  C7/)?^^2r^;  and  in  order  to  joirt 
them  the  fooner,  to  concert  meafures  for  tlie  enfuing  operations, 
before  the  enemy  could  have  notice  of  their  arrival,  I  drotped 
down  with  the  fquadron  to  Cape  Bro\/e ,  but  Mr.  Ci/i,  of  St. 
yo/;ns  who  had  been  fent  out  of  tlie  town  in  a  cartel  fchooner 
two  days  before,  fending  off  advice  from  /^<?rrv7«;?</,  that  he  was 
fure  the  enemy  intended  lo  Tail  in  a  very  little  time,  I  returned 
with  the  fqiLidroii  to  our  flat  ion  off  St,  Joan's. 

On  the  I  ith  v.-e  were  joined  by  Col.  Amherji^  with  the  troops 
m  ten  tranfport  velTels ;  and  I  propofed  Torhay  as  tiie  properelt 
place  to  land  at :  It  is  to  the  northward  of  St.  John's,  about  feven 
miles  by  land,  and  fhS^Foads  pretty  good,  but  the  bay  is  not  reck- 
oned fafe  anchorage,  being  open  to  theeallerly  winds,  which  ufu- 
ally  begin  to  prevail  at  this  feafon.  By  one  of  the  franfports  from 
AV-w  Tork^  I  received  a  duplicate,  the  original  not  yet  come  to 
hand,  of  their  Lordlhip's  order  of  the  7th  of  J^^ne,  directing  me 
to  repair  myfelf,  or  fend  a  fufficient  force  to  enable  Capt.  Gra'ves 
of  the  Antelope,  to  defeat  the  deiigus  of  the  fquadron  commanded 

by  M.  tie  Ternay, 

On  the  1 2th  we  proceeded  to  Torbay.  I  fent  capt.  Douglas  irt 
tlie  Syren  to  anchor  with  the  tranfports,  accompanied  by  the  boats 
of  the  fquadron,  and  a  number  of  lliallops,  or  tifliing  boats,  which 
I  had  collected  from  different  parts  for  the  king's  fervice.  With 
the  reft  of  the  fliips  I  returned  to  my  ftation  clofe  to  St.  John^ 
harbour.  Next  morning  Col.  Amber jl  landed  with  the  troops  in 
the  head  of  tlie  bay,  having  only  four  men  wounded  from  a  dif- 
tant  bufh-firing  of  the  enemy,  lie  marched  diredly  to  Kitty  Vitty, 
and  made  himfelf  mafter  oftliat  important  port  in  the  evening, 
without  having  a  man  killed,  and  only  two  or  three  wounded. 
Every  thing  belonging  to  the  army  was  carried  from  Torbay  tc^ 
Kitty  Vitty  in  fhallops,  efcorted  by  boats  from  tlie  fquadron.  And 
this  fervic-e  was  conducted  with  diligence  and  care,  by  Mr.  Dug- 
dale,  my  firft  Lieutennant,  Capt.  Douglas  having  joined  the 
fquadron  again.  The  enemy's  fleet  was  to  have  failed  the  morn- 
ing I  palfed  the  harbour  with  the  tranfports ;  and  300  men  onir 
were  to  be  left  in  St.  John^s  for  the  winter  ;  but,  upon  feeing  u^, 
they  landed  their  grenadiers  again. 

The  15th  it  blew  ftrong  from  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  with  thick  rainy 
\7eather.  In  the  evening  the  wind  fhifted  to  the  weftward,  light 
breezes,  and  thick  fog.    At  fix  next  morning,  it  being  calm,  with 

a  great 
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fair  opportuuity  had  occurred  of  ftriking  a  decifive 

A"g'  30.  blow  againft  it.     With  this  aid  he  attacked,  with 

his  ufual  vivacity,  that  part  of  the  French   army, 

which 


agreat  fwell,  we  fawfrom  the  m-iil-head,  but  could  bring  them 
down  no  lower  than  halfway  the  topmaft  fhrouds,  four  fail,  bear- 
iiig  S.  S.  E.  diilmt  fth-eu  leagues ;  the  mouth  of  St.  John's  har- 
bour at  the  fame  time  bore  \V.  four  leagues.  We  loft  fight  of 
them  about  feven,  though  very  clear ;  and  fome  time  after,  a 
fmall  breeze  fpringing  up  in  the  S.  W.  quarter,  I  flood  in  towards 
^Torbay^  vA  order  to  cover  the  Ihallops  that  might  by  going  from 
thence  to  Kitty  Vitty. 

In  the  afternoon  t  received  a  note  from  Col.  vi'w^^ry?,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  the  French  fleet  got  o\it  laft  night.  Thus,  after  being 
blocked  \jp  In  St.  Johns  harbour  for  three  weeks  by  a  fquadron  of 
equal  number,  but  fmaller  fliips,  with  fev  ,'r  guns  and  men,  did 
M.  fernay  make  his  elcape  in  the  night  by  a  Ihameful  flight.  I 
leg  leave  to  obferve,  that  not  a  naan  in  the  fquadron  imagined 
the  four  fail,  when  we  faw  them,  where  the  enemy  ;  and  the  pi- 
lots were  of  opinion,  that  they  muff  have  had  the.  wind  much 
Wronger  than  witii  us,  to  overcome  the  weflerly  fwell  in  the  har- 
bour's mouth.  I  fent  the  King  George  round  Cape  Race,  as  far 
as  TrepaJJy^  to  brii]g  m.e  intelligence  if  the  enemy  fhould  fleer  to- 
wards Flacentia  ;  and  I  direcftcd  Capt.  Douglas  of  the  Syren  to 
get  the  tranfports  moved  from  ^oibay  us  a  very  unfafe  road  to 
Ihelbay  of  Bulls. 

A  bomb  battery  was  opened  againfl  the  fort,  in  the  night  of  the 
17th,  and  next  day  it  capitulated,  before  any  other  battery  began 
to  play. 

I'he  fquadron  got  into  the  harbour  yeflerday  morning;  and  in 
f.he  evening  I  received  their  Lordfliips  order  of  the  3d  of  Augufi^ 
fent  mc  by  capt.  PalUfer  of  the  Shre^jjsbury,  who,  with  the  Su- 
ferbe,  Bedford,  and  Mimrata,  had  juft  arrived  on  the  coaft.  I 
have  dircded  capt.  Pal/ijlr,  with  the  other  fliips,  to  come  into 
the  harbour,  as  loon  as  a  convenient  opportunity  offers  for  fo 
doing. 

We  have  about  eight  hundred prlfoners,  grenadiers,  picquets, 
and  fome  marines,  being  a  very  line  body  of  men,  and  nearly 
equal  in  number  to  the  regulars  of  our  army.  I  am  now  preparing 
tranfports  to  carry  tliem  to  BreJ}. 

'I'he  enemy  did  not  intend  to  leave  fo  great  a  part  of  their  force 
here  ;  their  grenadiers  were  ready  for  embarking,  but  IVT.  defer- 
»«)' feeined  deicrmined  at  all  events  To  giafp  an  opportunity, 
v^hich,  if  once  ]q\\,  miglit  never  be  regained  i   therefore,    in  the 

utmolt 
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which  was  pofted  at  a  place  called  the  heights  of  Johan- 
nifberg,  near  the  banks  of  the  Wetter.  At  firft  his  luccefs 
was  anfwerable  to  his  own  expe£lationsj    and  the  courage 

of 


\itmoft  confufion,  he  left  behind  bis  grenadiers,  anchors,  and 
turned  his  boats  adrift  when  they  had  towed  hinl  out.  The  fo^; 
was  fo  thick  that  Lieut.  Col.  Tullikin,  who  was  pofted  on  an 
eminence  in  the  narroweft  part  of  the  harbour's  mcwtli,  could  liear 
their  noife,  but  could  not  difcern  any  of  their  fliips.  The  fog 
even  altered  the  diredion  of  the  found,  which  feemed  to  come 
from  another  part  of  the  liarbour,  whilft  they  muft  have  been  di- 
ie£ily  under  him. 

There  is  a  confiderable  quantity  of  provifions  and  other  goods 
at  this  place,  colled:cd  and  tumbled  promifcuoully  into  different 
ftorehoufes  by  the  enemy.  Many  of  the  Irilh  fervants  have  alfo 
been  robbing  and  plundering  tlieir  rtiafters.  To  afcertain  proper- 
ty, in  order  to  make  reftitution  as  far  as  can  be,  and  to  reftore  re- 
gularity to  a  country,  fo  long  diftrafted  by  being  in  the  enemy's 
poffeflion,  will  be  the  particular  care  of  governor  Graves,  who, 
in  my  opinion,  is  well  qualified  for  fuch  an  office ;  and  as  he  will 
Hay  here,  he  will  be  able,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  reftore  the  affairs 
of  this  country. 

Capt.  Doug/as  of  tlie  Syren  has  behaved  with  fpirit  and3<^ivity, 
and  exerted  every  talent  of  a  good  officer  during  this  expedition  ; 
and  (without  adding  any  more  officers  to  the  corps)  I  am  happy 
in  the  opportunity  of  fending  him  to  wait  on  their  lordlhips. 

7'^e  follonjoing  Letters  having  fomethivg  in  them  njery  particular ^  nve 
jhall  [uhjoin  them  here,  halving  our  Readers  to  make  fuch  objerija* 
tions  as  may  occur, 

SIR, 

*  T  Now  being  under  fome  doubt  of  St.  John's  and  Placentia  in 
Neiv/oundlaKd  this  fummer,  as  the  fquadron  from  Breji  is  fail- 
ed, 1  read  in  the  news-papers  whither  can  they  go  but  to  Neiv- 
/oundlandy  and  as  a  loyal  fubie6>,  to  his  majefty,  and  a  great  friend 
to  trade,  in  which  I  have  fuffered  much  by  being  too  enterprizing ; 
I  do  therefore  moft  humbly  offer  my  thoughts  for  the  good  of  niy 
king  and  country  ;  that  is,  I  really  think  rrom  my  heart  that  faid 
BreJi  fquadron  is  gone  to  Nenvfoundiand^  many  of  our  Newfound- 
land fnips  being  taken  the  laft  year.  Tiie  common  enemy  muft 
know  the  fiend'er force  of  our  Newfoundland coi\voY'\nl\\oi^  paits  ; 
and,  was  a  fmall  fquadron  of  his  majefty's  fhips  to  go  foon  to 
NsvjjQundland^  and  return  again  afrer  examining  into  the  fafcty 

In  a  o^ 
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of  his  troops.  He  drove  the  enemy  intirely  from  the  high' 
grounds  into  the  plain  j  butwhilft  hepurfuedhis  advantage,, 
the  body  he  attacked  was  reinforced  by  the  main  army. 
The  adtion  which  began  fo  favourable  for  the  allies,  ended' 
in  a  defeat.  They  loft  above  three  thoufand  men  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners.  The  hereditary  prince,  who  had, 
through  the  whole  action,  made  the  moft  powerful  efforts,- 
and  expofed  himfelf  to  the  greateft  dangers,  received  a- 
wound  from  a  mufket-ball  in  his  hip-bone,  from  which  his 
life  was  a  longtime  doubtful,  and  his  recovery  lingering- 
and  tedious.  Whilft  his  life  continued  in  danger,  the  con- 
cern was  unufual,  and  common  to  both  armies  ;  both  takings 
an  intereft  in  the  prefervation  of  a  prince,  as  much  endear- 
ed by  his  humanity,  as  admired  for  his  valour  and  military 
genuis. 

A  victory  of  the  greateft  importance  could  not  have  more 
fully  difplayed  the  fuperiority  of  prince  Ferdinand's  capaci- 
ty, in  the  condu£l:  of  a  war,  than  his  meafures  after  this  de- 
feat.    The  French  were  not  fuffered  to  derive  the   fmalleft^ 

advan- 


of  that  valuable  ifland  and  trade,  may  likely  fave  many  of  his 
majefty's  fubjefts  from  ruin,  and  prevent  the  common  enemy  a- 
footing  in  the  'Newfoundland  fifhery. 

*  You  will  pleafe  to  communicate  thefe  my  thoughts  to  their 
lordfhips,  which,  I  humbly  think  with  fubmiflion,  is  worthy  at 
this  time  of  tlieir  confideration. 

*  I  have  by  long  experience,  fome  judgment  in  fea  affairs  ;  as 
aifo  a  willingnefs  to  ferve  my  king  and  country,  thefe  will  plead 
an  excufe  in  my  behalf  to  their  iorlhips  forthis  trouble. 

To  John  Cleveland,  Efq;  ^  lam,  ^c. 

Jnfvmr, 

AJmiralty-Ofice,  June  iltb,  iy6z$ 

S  i  R, 

*  T  Bave  received  and  communicated  to  my  lords  commifTioners 
of  the  admiralty  your  letter  of  the  8th  inftant,  wilhrefpe^ 
fo  the  apprehenlion  you  are  luider,  that  the  Breji  fleet  is  gone  for 
Newfoundland, 

Your  very  humble  fer<v ant. 


J.   CLEVELAND. 
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advantage  from  their  victory  ;  nor  did  the  allies  lofe  afoot 
of  ground.  The  communication  with  Caflel  was  ftill  at  the 
mercy  of  the  allies.  The  French,  in  their  retreat,  had 
thrown  a  garrifon  of  ten  tho.ufand  men  in  that  place  ;  and 
the  prince  made  immediate  aiad  vigorous  preparations  to 
befiege  it. 

When  the  prince  had  adjufted  his  army  to  cover  the 
fiege  the  French  took  advantage  of  his  movement  for  that 
purpofe,  to  repafs  the  Lahan  near  Gieffen,  and  advanced 
towards  Marpurg,  But  as  they  advanced,  the  prince  drew 
his  army  from  tlie  fiege,  and  made  fuch  difpofitions  as  ena- 
bled him  tofdl  at  once  upon  their  flank  and  rear, 
<lrovethem  from  all  their  pofts,  and  obUged  them  Sept.  26. 
once  more  to  fly  with  precipjtatioii  behifid  the 
I^ahne. 

After  this  fuccefsfui  affair,  die  body  of  the  army  refumed 
their  preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Caflel,  which  was  now  be- 
come the  grand  objeft  of  the  campaign ;  and  the  great  pur- 
pofe of  the  endeavours  of  both  armies  was,  of  the  one  to 
open  the  communication  with  CaflTel,  of  the  other  to  cut 
it  off. 

A  number  of  fkirmifhes  happened  in  thefe  movements* 
The  moft  remarkable  among  them  was  the  af- 
fair of  Bucker  Muhl,  not  fo  much  for  the  confe-  Sept.  30, 
quences,  which  were  not  extraordinary,  but  for 
the  uncommon  fteadinefs  of  the  two  parties  engaged.  It 
was  a  poftof  fome  moment,  the  forcing  of  which  would  fa- 
cilitate to  the  French  the  redu6^ion  of  Amonebourg,  a 
fmall  fortrefsj  but  of  importance,  as  it  commanded  a  pafs 
which  led  into  the  country  which  they  propofed  to  enter* 
This  poft  was  nothing  more  than  a  bridge  over  the  Ohme, 
defended  by  a  flight  redoubt  on  one  fide,  and  by  a  mill  on 
the  other.  The  allies  had  no  cover,  except  the  redoubt  ; 
nor  the  French,  except  the  mill.  The  engagement  begari 
at  firfl:  between  two  fmall  bodies,  and  an  artillery  proporti- 
onably  fmall  i  but  as  the  a£lion  warmed,  the  artillery  was 
gradually  augmented,  until  it  amounted  to  about  five  and 
twenty  heavv  cannon  on  each  fide.  The  allies  had  originally 
but  one  hundred  men  in  this  pofl:  ;  but  before  the  bufinefs 
ended,  feventeen  complete  battalions  were  engaged,  who 
fucceflively  relieved  each  other,  after  each  detachment  had 
made  fixty  difcharges.  The  artillery  fired  at  a  difl:ance  of 
:hree  hundred  paces,  and  the  mufquetry  at  thirty.  Befides, 
N  n  2  the 
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the  allied  troops,  as  they  paiTed  to  and.  from  the  redoubt, 
were,  for  a  length  of  four  hundred  paces,  expofed  to  all  the 
enemy's  cannon  loaded  with  grape  fhot. 

The  fituation  of  the  French  was  nearly  the  fame.  A 
dreadful  fire  was  fupported  between  thefe  refolute  bodies, 
without  a  moments  intermifTion,  or  the  leaft  flackening  on 
one  fide  or  the  other,  for  near  fifteen  hours,  from  the  dawn 
of  day  to  dark  night.  Neither  fide  gave  way;  and  this  moft 
bloody  contefl  for  a  moft  trifling  obje^Sl  in  the  end  left  the 
allies  in  the  pofTeiTion  of  their  redoubt,  and  the  French  of 
their  mill.  The  whole  compafs  of  military  hifloryfurnifhes 
no  inflance  of  fo  obftinate  a  difpute.  The  allies  lofl  fix  hun- 
dred men  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  the  dead  bodies  ferved  to  raife  ,1  parapet  for  the  re- 
doubt, in  the  place  of  that  which  had  been  beat  to  pieces 
hy  the  cannonade. 

The  French  are  thought  to  have  fuffered  more  In  this 
a6tion  than  the  allies.  However,  though  they  did  not  fuc- 
ceed  in  their  attack  upon  the  bridge,  they  battered  at  the 
fame  time  the  cafileof  Amonebourg  with  fo  much  fury,  that 
in  a  fhort  time  they  efFe<fled  a  breach,  and  obliged  the  gar- 
jifon  to  furrender.  By  this  advantage  they  gained  a  good 
deal  of  ground,  and  even  got  on  the  rear  of  the  allied  army. 
But  with  this  advantage,  confiderable  as  it  was,  they  were 
able  to  do  nothing  decifive  :  they  were  able  neither  to  raife, 
nor  materially  to  diflurb  the  fiege  of  Caffel,  which  went  on 
without  interruption;  nor  where  they  able  to  throw  the  leafl 
relief  into  this  place,  where  their  garrifon  already  began  to 
fuffer  for  want  of  provifions. 

This  capital  of  an  unfortunate  principality,  which  has  fo 
often  been  taken  and  retaken  during  the  courfeof  this  war, 
difpairing  of  relief,  at  length  furrendered  to  the 
Nov.  I,  victorious  arms  of  the  allies,  after  a  fiege  of  fif- 
teen days  open  trenches.  The  garrifon  made  an 
honourable  capitulation.  And  now  prince  Ferdinand  might 
confider  himfelf  ^s  mafter  of  Hefie,  no  place  of  flrength  in 
that  country  remaining  in  the  enemy's  hands,  except  Zie- 
genhayn.  Advanced  as  the  feafon  was,  the  prince  prepared 
to  lay  fiege  to  that  fortrefs;  and  as  he  was  now  able  to  drav/ 
down  his  whole  army  into  that  quarter,  there  was  no  quefr 
tion  bi;t  he  would  have  made  himfelf  mu<ter  of  the   place 

without 
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without  any  difficulty.  But  the  figningof  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace*,   at  this  time  notified   in    the  Nov,  15, 
two  armies,  put  an  happy  conciufion  to  all  milita- 
ry operations. 

Thefe  preliminaries  had  very  little  to  do  towards  com- 
pleting the  relief  of  our  allies  ;  except  that  they  let  the  leal 
on  their  good  fortune,  and  prevented  their  being  expofed 
any  longer  to  the  chances  of  war.  This  campaign,  though 
it  was  not  diftinguifhed  by  any  great  decifive  victory,  was 
not  the  lefs  honourable  to  the  commander  or  the  troops.  A 
connected  feries  of  judicious  and  fpirited  operations  produced 
all  the  effetfts  which  could  be  propofed  from  a  Tingle  and 
brilliant  ftroke.  At  this  period,  the  Freuich,  after  having 
for  fix  years  exerted  almoft  the  whole  undivided  ftrength  of 
their  monarchy  upon  this  fingie  objeft,  were,  in  the  end, 
very  little  more  advanced  than  they  were  the  day  they  firft 
fet  their  foot  in  Germany.  The  poflTefTion  of  thr^e  or  four 
poor  unimportant  places' was  all  they  had  purchafed  by  ma- 
ny millions  of  treafure  expended,  and  polTibly  near  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  lives  thrown  away. 

The  whole  body  of  the  allies  acquired  great  and  juftgJo- 
ry  in  this  war  ;  but  the  Englifhhad  all  along  the  poft  of  ho- 
nour,  and  obtained  the  higheft  reputation.  As  to  their  com- 
mander the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  having  begun  his  operati- 
ons almoft  without  an  army,  having  continued  the  war  A'ith 
an  army  always  inferior  in  numbers,  having  experienced 
every  variety  of  fortune,  his  capacity  and  his  firmnefs  carri- 
ed him  with  credit  through  all ;  and  enabled  him  to  con- 
clude the  war  with  a  triumphant  fuperlority.  He  may  now 
enjoy  in  the  honourable  repofe  which  his  exploits  have 
purchafed  for  himfelf  and  his  country,  the  beft  of  rewards, 
the  confcioufnefs  of  public  fervice.  rofterity  will  confidejr 
him  as  the  deliverer  of  Germany. 

The  Englifh  troops,  after  fo  many  fatigues  and  dangers, 
at  length  enjoyed  the  profpe6t  of  a  fpeedy  return  to  their 
country  ;  but  a  general  damp  was  caft  fuddenly  on  theif 
joy  by  the  illnefs  of  lord  Granby ;  who  was  attacked  by  a 
very  dangerous  and  long  continued  fever,  (a)    It  is  impofli- 

(a)  Ihe  Marquis  o/Granby's  Letter  of  Thanks  to  the  Britifh  Forces 
in  Germany,  ^«/^</ Munfter,  7^ff.  i,  1763, 

'*  T  ORD  Granby  hoped  to  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  have 
—  feen  and  taien  his  leave  ©f  the  troops,  before  their  embar- 
kation 
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ble  to  exprefs  the  concern  of  the  whole  army  during  this 
anxious  interval,  or  the  joy  which  enlivened  every  breaft 
on  his  recovery.  No  commander  had  ever  been  more  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  an  enterprifmg  and  generous  courage ;  and 
sione  half  fo  much  for  an  unlimitted  benevolence.  The  fick 
and  wounded  foldier,  the  officer  whofe  income  was  unequal 
to  his  rank  or  his  neceflities,  in  him  found  a  never  failing 
and  never  burthenfome  refource.  Whatever  could  be  done 
lo  animate  the  foldiery,  to  make  them  chearful  in  the  fer- 
vice,  to  alleviate  the  hardships  of  war,  was  exerted  beyond 
what  could  be  thought  poffible  in  the  limits  of  a  private  for- 
tune ;  and  the  fatisfsi(3:ion  of  the  giver  went  always  be- 
yond the  actual  benefit,  becaufe  in  bis  gi'eateft  liberality, 
it  was  evident  that  he  VvTihed  to  do  a  thoufand  times  more. 
By  his  whole  conduct  he  infpired  foreigners  with  a  favoura- 
ble idea  of  the  Englifti  nobility.  His  chara<£^er  is,  indeed, 
fuch  as  we  are  apt,  in  romantic  ideas,  fondly  to  conceive  of 
our  old  Engl ifh  barons.     It  is  with  pleafure   we  attempt, 

however 


kation  for  England  ;  but  a  fevere  illnefs  having  detained  him  at 
Warbuig,and  his  prefent  ftate  of  health  obliging  him  to  take  an- 
other route,  he  could  not  ^eave  this  country  without  this  public 
teftiir.ony  of  his  entire  appfpbation  of  their  condu(fl  iince  he  ha? 
had  the  honour  of  comraandlftg  them. 

*'  Thefe  fentimc_'nts  narurally  call  for  his  utniofl  acknswiedg- 
ments  ;  he  therefore  returns  his  warmed  thanks  to  the  generals, 
officers,  and  private  men,  compofmg  the  whole  Britifli  corps,  for 
the  bravery,  zeal,difcipline,  and  good  condu(ft  he  has  conftantly 
experienced  from  every  individual  ;  and  his  moft  particular  and 
perfonal  thanks  arc  due  to  them  for  their  ready  obedience,  upon 
all  occafions  to  fuch  orders  as  his  flation  obliged  him  to  give. 

*'  His  beft  endeavours  have  always  been  direfted  to  their  good, 
by  every  means  in  his  pov/er ;  aud  he  has  the  fatisfadion  to  think 
he  has  fome  reafon  to  flatter  himfelf  of  their  being  convinced,  if 
not  of  the  efficacy,  at  leaft  of  the  fmcerity  of  liis  intentions,  if  he 
may  judge  by  the  noble  return  their  behaviour  has  made  him ;  a 
"behaviour,  that  while  it  fills  him  with  gratitude,  has  endeared 
them  to  their  king  and  country,  and  has  covered  them  with  glary 
and  honour. 

**  Highly^fenfible  of  their  merit,  he  fhall  continue,  while  he  lives, 
to  look  upon  it  as  much  his  duty,  as  it  will  for  ever  be  his  inclina- 
tions to  gi^'etUem  every  poffible  proof  of  his  affection  and  eilcem  ; 
which  he  fliould  be  happy  to  make  as  apparent  as  their  valour  has 
been,  and  will  be  confpicuous  aniexamplary  to  aftei-agcs," 
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however  feebly,  to  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  thofe  men, 
living  or  dead,  who,  in  this  memorable  war,  have  contri- 
buted to  raife  this  countiyto  a  pitch  of  glory,  in  which  it 
lias  not  been  exceeded  by  any  other  in  antient  or  modern, 
times.  Future  hiftory  will  pay  them  a  reward  more  ade- 
quate to  their  merits. 

CHAP.    X. 

$lege  and  fur  render  of  Schwsidnliz,  War  transferred  t$ 
Saxony.  Avjlriam  defeated  at  Freyhcrg,  Pruffians  ra- 
vage the  Empire.  Preliminaries  of  peace  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  Difpiites  concerning  thetn.  Mr.  Fox 
comes  into  adminijlration.  Preliminaries'  approved  by  par- 
fiament.  Peace  of  Huhertfbourg  between  Aujiriu  and 
Pruffia^     Concluf.on, 

WH I L  S  T  the  courts  of  London  and  Vcrfailleswere 
making  fo  cohfiderable  a  progrefs  towards  peace^ 
thofe  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  feemed  to  remit  nothing  of  their 
antient  animofity.  The  king  of  Pruffia,  deprived  of  the  af- 
.fiftance,  but  at  the  fame  time  freed  from  the  hoftilities  of 
the  Ruffians  diretSled  his  whole  force  and  attention  towards 
she  fmgle  obje£l  of  driving  the  Auftrians  out  of  Silefia. 

Prince  Henry,  who  commanded  in  Saxony,  contented 
himfelf  with  ading  upon  the  defenfive.  The  king  in  per- 
fon  carried  on  the  fiege  of  Schweidnitz,  alrhoft  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  marfhal  Daun,  who  fcarce  made  any  attempts  tore* 
iieve  it.  But  whatever  deficiency  there  might  have  beeri' 
in  the  fpirit  of  the  grand  army  of  the  Auftrians,  it  was  am- 
ply compenfated  by  the  obftinate  bravery  of  the  garrifon, 
which  refiftedall  the  attacks  of  the  Pruffians  for  near  two 
months  from  the  opening  of  the  trenches.  It  is  faid  that 
the  attack  was  condudled,  and  the  defence  made,  by  two  en- 
gineers, who  had  written  on  tHe  fubje6l  of  the  attack  and 
defence  of  places  ;  and  they  were  now  pra6lically  engaged  ta 
prove  the  fuperiority  of  their  feveral  fyftems. 

However  this  may  be,  Schweidnitz  coft  the  king  of  Pruf- 
fia a  great  deal  of  time,  many  laborious  efforts,  and  a  num- 
ber of  men.  The  brave  garrifon,  to  the  number 
of  eight  thoufand  men,  were  at  length  obliged  to  OEk.  9. 
furrender  prifoners  of  v/ar.  Their  ill  fortune  pur- 
fued  them  every  where*  A  great  part  of  this  body  of  gal- 
lant 
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ant  priroficrs  were  drowned  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oder,  on 
their  paflage  to  their  intended  confinerrtent  at  Konigfberg  : 
only  nine  men  of  the  whole  number  efcaped. 

The  king  of  Pruflia  now  mafter  of  SchweidnitZj  and 
confequcntiy  of  Silefia,  turned  his  attention  to  Saxony, 
where  he  confiderably  reinforced  his  brother's  army  and 
made  preparations  which  indicated  a  defign  of  laying  fiege 
to  Drefden. 

In  Saxony  alfo  the  Auftrians  began  to  exert  themfelvcs 
with  great  fpirit ;  and  made  fome  progrefs  under  the  gene- 
rals Stolberg,  and  Haddick.  They  obtained  confiderable 
advantages,  in  feveral  encounters,  over  the  army  of  prince 
Henry  ;  and  even  puflied  them  back  to  Freyberg ;  the  pof- 
feffion  of  which  place  they  prepared  to  difpute  with  the 
PrufTians. 

But  here  fortune,  which  has  feldom  proved  long  conflant 
to  their  arms,  entirely  forfook  them.  The  united 
0(3;.  29.  army  of  Imperalifts  and  Auftrians  was  attacked  by 
prince  Henry,  (who  took  advantage  of  the  abfence 
of  general  Haddick, )  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Freyberg,  and 
totally  routed.  Great  numbers  were  flain.  The  Pruflians 
took  near  fix  thoufand  prifoners,  among  whom  were  about 
two  hundred  and  forty  officers  of  all  ranks,  thirty  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  feveral  fiandards.  The  vidory  was  complete^ 
and,  as  far  as  regarded  the  event  of  the  campaign,  decifive. 
The  Auftrians  attributed  this  defeat  to  the  treachery  of 
one  of  their  fuperior  officers,  who  was  foon  after  taken  in- 
to cuftody.  But  whilft  they  were  inquiring  into  the  caufe 
©f  their  difafter,  and  preparing  to  punifh  the  author  of  itj 
the  Pruffians  were  pufhing  the  advantages  which  their  vic- 
tory afforded  them  with  all  imaginable  alacrity.  And  this 
they  were  enabled  to  do  with  the  greateft  effeft,  by  means 
of  a  partial  ceffation  of  hoftilities,  which  the  Auftrians  were 
fo  imprudent  as  to  conclude  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  for 
Silefia  and  the  electoral  Saxony  only,  v/ithout  forefceirkg  the 
danger,  or  providing  for  the  fafety,  either  of  their  own  im* 
mediate  dominions,  or  of  thofe  members  of  the  Empire, 
which  were  the  moft  attached  to  their  interefts,  and  which 
were  now  expofed  to  the  attempts  of  a  bold,  rapacious^ 
and  exafperated  enemy. 

One  body  of  the  Pruffian  army  brake  into  Bohemia^ 
puftied  on  almoft  to  the  gates  of  rrague,  and  deftroyed  a 
capital  magazine.     Another  fell.upgn  the  fame  country  oa 
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another  quarter,  and  laid  the  town  of  Egra  almoft  in  afhes, 
by  a  bombardment  and  a  cannonade  of  red  hot  bullets. 
Some  extended  themfelves  all  over  Saxony  ;  others  pene- 
trated into  the  furtheft  parts  of  Franconia,  and  even  as 
far  as  Suabia,  ravaging  the  country,  exacting  the  moft  ex- 
orbitant contributions,  and  fpreading  difmay  and  confu- 
fion  upon  every  fide.  The  dyet  of  the  Empire  fitting:  at 
Ratifbon  did  not  think  themfelves  in  fafety  ;  but  were  be- 
ginning to  fly  and  preparing  to  rem.ove  their  records. 

The  free  city  of  Nuremberg,  fo  fam.ous  for  the  inge- 
nious induftry,  and  pacific  difpofition  of  its  inhabitants, 
fuffered  the  moft  by  this  invafion;  having  been  obliged  to 
pay  contribution  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thoufand. 
pounds  of  our  money.  It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  in  "ihis 
expedition  the  Pruffians  raifed  a  fum  equal  to  the  annual 
fubfidy,  v/hich  had  formerly  been  paid  by  Great  Britain  to 
their  Sovereign.  Many  of  the  ftates  found  themfelves  ob- 
bliged  to  fign  a  neutrality,  in  order  .to  fave  their  territories 
from  further  ravages. 

And  now  a  great  part  of  the  Empire  being  already  in- 
cluded in  the  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  the  reft,  tied  down' by  this  neutrality,  entirely  dif- 
abled  by  the  late  defeat,  or  exhaufted  by  the  fubfequent  in- 
curfions,  were  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  furnifti  an  army 
under  the  imperial  name  and  authority.  After  the  whole  al- 
liance had  been  thus  gradually  diiTolved,  the  affair  was,  at 
length,  left  to  be  decided  as  it  was  begun,  by  the fmgle  arms 
of  Auftria  and  Pruffia ;  fo  that  there  v/as  great  reafon  to 
hope,  as  the  war  in  Germany  had  fucceeded  immediately  to 
the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  the  peace 
betv/een  thefe  pov/ers  would  alfo  lead  to  the  fpeedy  pacifi- 
cation, of  the  Empire. 

The  preliminaries  had  been  figned  by  the  Britifli  and 
Trench  minifters  at  Fountainbleau,  on  the  third  of  No- 
vember, and  it  is  necefiary  for  the  completion  of  our  defign, 
that  we  ftiould  here  give  fom.e  account  of  the  definitive 
treaty  v/hich  v/as  built  upon  them. 

The  reader  will  recoUecl,  that,  in  the  negotiation  of 
1 76 1,  it  was  laid  dov/n  as  a  principal  by  the  tw  o  courts,  that 
their  refpe£tive  propofitions,  in  cafe  the  treaty  (hould  by 
any  accident  be  broken  off,  were  to  be  confi  dered  as  re- 
tracted or  never  made.  At  that  time  we  rem  arked,  that 
thefe  propoiitions  would  probably  have  their  infiu  ence,  not- 
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withftanding  this  provifion  ;  becaufe,  as  we  then  obferved, 
things  once  fettled  and  agreed  to,  unavoidably  ftamp  their 
own  impreffion  upon  any  future  negotiation  relative  t6  the 
fame  fubjetSl.  It  happened  very  nearly,  as  was  then  fore- 
feen  ;  for,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  negotration  did  not 
fet  out  upon  any  new  or  peculiar  principle  of  its  own,  but 
feemcd  to  afTume  as  a  bafis  thofe  points,  which  were  near- 
eft  to  an  adjuftment  in  the  preceding  treaty  i  and  to  com- 
mence where  that  tranfadtion  concluded. 

The  fpirrt  of  the  two  negotiations,  fo  far  as  regarded  the 
peculiar  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  feems  to  have  been  per- 
fe^ly  fimilar.     There  was   fcarccly  any  other  difference, 
than  that  Great  Britain,  in    confequence   of  her   fuccelTes 
iince  that  time,  acquired  more  thai^   fhe   then  demanded  ; 
but  ftill  the  general  idea,  on  which  fbe  acq'uired,  was  near- 
ly or  altogether  the  fame.     But  with*  regard  to  fortie  of  our 
allies,  the  principal  was  greatly  varied  ;  and  we    im'afgine 
that  this  change  was  fufficiehtly  juflified  by   the   alteration 
which  happened  in  the  affairs  of  Germany,   during  the  in- 
terval between  the  two  treaties.    Thofe  who  condu(Si:ed  the 
negotiation  in  1 761,  were  fteady  in  rejedling  every  propo- 
fition,  in  which   they  were   not  left   at  liberty   to  aid  the 
king  of  PrufTia,    with    the  whole  force  of  Great  Bf  itain  ; 
thofe,  who  concluded  the  peace  in  1762,  paid  lefs  attention 
to  the  intrerefts,  though  they   did  not  wholly   negle<St  the 
fafety  of  that  monarch.     At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
before  they  had  entered  into  the  negotiation,  they  refufed 
to  renew  that  article  of  the  annual  treaty,  by  which  our 
court  had  engaged  to  conclude  no  peace  without  the    king 
of  PrufTia  ;  though  at  the  fame  time  they  declared  themfelves 
willing  to  aflifl  him  with  the  ufual  fubfidy.  He  on  his  part  re- 
fufed the  fubfidy  unconne£led  with  that  article.  Some  cold- 
ncfs  grew  between  the  two  courts  from  this  time  forward'. 
The  adjuftment  of  affairs  in  the  Empire,  feemed  to  form 
no  material   impediment   to  the   progrefj    cf  the   treaty. 
Both  parties  readily  agreed  to  withdraw  themfelves  totally 
from  the  German   war.     They   thought  and  rightly,  that 
nothing  could  tend  fo  much  to  give  peace  totheir  rcfpe^ivfc 
allies,  as  mutually  to  withdraw  their  affiftance  from  them  j 
and  to  ftop  that  current   of  Englifh  and    French    money,- 
which,  as  long  as  it  ran  into  Germany,   v^Quld   be   fure   to- 
iced  a  perpetual  war  in  that  country. 

Circumllanccd  as  affairi*  then  were,  this  condu<5l  on  our 
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fide  was  as  defcnfible  as  the  condu£l  which  we  held  in 
1761.  At  that  time  the  afRiirs  of  the  king  of  PrufTia  were 
at  the  lowefl:  ebb  ,  he  was  overpowered  by  the  whole  weight 
of  Auftria,  of  Sweden,  of  the  Empire,  and  of  RufTia,  as 
determined  as  evcr^  in  her  enmity,  and  then  fuccefsful  ;  to 
fay  nothing  of  France.  Neither  generofity,  nor  perhaps 
ibund  policy,  ought  to  have  permitted  us  to  defert  him  in 
that  fituation.  But  when  the  laft  treaty  was  made,  the  con- 
dition of  his  affairs  was  abfolutely  reverfed.  He  had  got 
rid  of  the  moft  powerful,  and  one  of  the  moft  implacable 
of  his  enemies.  He  had  concluded  a  peace  with  Sweden. 
The  treaty  itself  freed  him  from  all  apprehenfions  of  France- 
He  had  then  none  to  contend  with,  but  a  nomir^al  army  of 
the  Empire,  and  oneof  Auftria,  which,  though  ibmething 
more  than  nominal,  was  wholly  unable  to  oppofe  his  pro- 
grefs.  His  fituation,  from  being  pitiable,  was  become  formi- 
dable. It  was  good  policy  to  prevent  the  baltance  of  Ger- 
many from  being  ovexturned  to  his  prejudice.  It  would  have 
been  the  worft  in  the  world  to  Gverturn  it  in  his  favour. 

Thefe  principles  fufficiently  explain  and  juftify  the  dif- 
ferent conduct  of  thi^  nation,  at  thefe  two  periods,  towards 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  The  demand  of  the  evacuation  of 
Wefel,  Cleyes,  and  -Gueldres,  which  had  been  made  in 
Xhe  firft  negotiation  was  then  juftly  excepted  to,  becaufe 
we  refufed  to  put  an  end  to  the  German  war.  In  this  laft 
the  French  agreed  to  it,  and  with  reafon^  becaufe  we  agreed 
jn  common  with  them  to  be  neutral  in  the  difputes  of  the 
Empire.  And  on  thefe  principles,  the  peace  of  Germany, 
fo  far  as  it  depended  on  Great  Britain  and  Fraiice,  was  re- 
ftored.  The  reli  of  Europe  was  pacified  by  the  ftipulation 
for  the  evacuation  of  Portugal.  This  was  indeed,  with 
regard  to  the  contra6ling  courts,  the  primary  object. 

What  remained  after  the  concerns  of  the  allies  were 
provided  for^  was  the  adjuftment  of  what  related  to  the  fet- 
tiements  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Bourbon 
courts.  The  difEcuIty,  which  prevented  this  adjuftment 
in  the  preceding  negotiation,  was  the  intervention  of  the 
claims  of  Spain.  The  attempts  of  the  Bourbon  powers  to 
intermix  and  confound  their  affairs  in  the  preceding  nego- 
tiation, had  a  fhare  in  making  the  war  more  general;  on 
this  occafion  it  had  a  contrary  effe£l.  As  the  whole  was 
negotiated  together,  it  facilitated  the  peace,  by  affording 
eiiiiT^iiethods  of  adjufting  the  fyftem  .gf  compenfation,  and 
0  0  2  tur- 
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furnishing  more  largely  to  the  general  fund  of  eqivalents. 
The  great  object,  and  the  original  caufeofthe  war,  had 
been  the  fettlement  of  limits  in  America.  This  was  therefore 
the  firft  object  to  be  attended  to  in  the  treaty.  And  it  muft 
be  obferved,  that  this  point  was  much  more  accurately,  as 
well  as  beneficially,  fettled,  than  it  promifed  to  be  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  foregoing  year.  For  the  French,  not 
having  afcertained  the  bounds  between  their  own  feveral 
poiTelTions  with  great  exa6tnefs,  than  they  had  thofe  be- 
tween their  polIefHons  and  ours,  it  was  not  clear  in  ceding 
Canada,  how  much  they  ceded  to  us.  Difputes  might 
have  arifen,  and  did  indeed  immediately  arife  upon  this 
fubjecft.  befides,  the  weftern  limits  of  our  fouthern  conti- 
nental colonies,  were  not  mentioned.  And  thole  limits 
were  extremely  obfcure  and  fubjedt  to  many  difcuflions. 
Such  difcuflions  contained  in  them  the  feeds  of  a  new  war. 
In  the  laft  treaty  it  v/as  agreed,  that  alinedrav/n  along  the 
middle  of  the  river  Miiiifippi,  from  its  fource  to  the  ri- 
ver Iberville,  (a  fmall  but  navigable  branch  of  the  Miflifip- 
pi,)  and  thence  along  the  middle  of  this  river,  and  the  lakes 
of  Maurepas  and  Pontchartrain, (which  lakes  communicate 
with  both  rivers)  to  the  fea,  fhould  be  the  bounds  of  the 
two  nations  in  North  America. 

Nothing  could  be  more  diftin^l:  than  this  boundary.  It 
gave  us,  in  addition  to  whatv/as  properly  Canada,  a  very 
large  tra6l  of  territory,  which  the  French  ufed  to  include 
under  the  name  of  Louifania  j  to  which  our  claims  were 
never  clearly  afcertained,  and  much  lefs  eftablifhed  by  any 
pofTeffion.  The  French  have  had  for  a  long  time  forts  and 
Settlements  in  that  country  ;  whereas  the  Englifh  never  had 
,  either  the  one  or  the  other  ;  and  this  is  a  confideration  of 
no  fmall  moment  in  a  conteft  concering  rights  in  a  country 
fuch  as  America. 

What  added  alfo  to  the  rounding  of  our  territories,  and 
cutting  off  the  occafions  of  limitary  difputes,  was  the  cef- 
fion  of  Florida  on  the  part  of  Spain.  This  country  indeed 
makes  no  great  figure  in  the  commercial  world  ;  and  cannot 
be  therefore  put  in  competition  with  the  other  conquefts. 
But  from  the  fituation  of  its  harbours  of  Penfacola  and  Mo- 
bile, it  affords  fome  advantages  in  the  time  of  peace,  and  very 
confiderable  ones  in  time  of  war  i  by  connecting  our  fu- 
ture fettlements  on  the  Miffifippi  with  thofe  upon  the  At- 
lantic ocean,  and  by  enabling  us  greatly   to  djllrefs,   if  not 
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wholly  to  deftroy  the  trade  of  the  Spaniards  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture  with  them.  The  navigation  of  the  Miflifippi  was 
made  common  to  both  nations. 

By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  fettled  our  northern 
limits,  and  by  this  treaty  which  afcertained  thofe  to  the 
weft,  our  poffeiTions  in  America  are  as  well  defined,  as  the 
nature  offuch  a  country  can  poiTibly  admit.  They  coai:- 
prehend  in  their  extent  the  foundation  of  a  vaft  empire; 
they  have  many  advantages  of  foil  and  climate  ;  and  many 
of  intercourfe  and  communication,  by  the  number  of  noble 
lakes  and  navigable  rivers,  v/ith  which  that  part  of  the 
world  abounds.  Thefe  circumftances  afford,  though  a  di- 
flant,  a  fair  profpe<SL  of  commerce  to  Great  Britain,  when 
this  immenfe  country  comes  to  be  fully  peopled,  and  pro- 
perly cultivated.  Some  advantages  alfo  we  derive  from  this 
pofleflion,  that  are  not  only  confiderable  but  immediate; 
among  the  principal  of  which  muft  be  reckoned,  the  mono- 
poly ofthe  furr  and  peltry  trade  of  North  America,  much 
the  greateft  trade  of  that  kind  in  the  world,  and  which  is 
now,  we  may  fay,  entirely  in  our  hands.  Befides  the  pof- 
feflion  of  Canada  enlarged  the  fphere  of  our  fifhery,  anl 
took  from  the  French  an  opportunity  of  trade,  which  fhc 
might  employ  greatly  to  our  detriment. 

Such  are  the  advantages  fairly,  and  without  any  exagge- 
ration, for  which  we  are  indebted  to  this  part  of  the  treaty^ 
in  which  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain  were  well  weighed 
and  folidly  provided  for. 

The  next  point  we  fhall  confider,  is  the  arangement 
made  concerning  the  Newfoundland  fiftiery,  This  was  a 
point  of  infinite  importance,  and  a  fubje<St  of  much  con- 
troverfy.  In  a  commercial  view  it  is  certainly  of  great 
eftimation.  But  it  has  been  confidered  as  even  more  ma- 
terial in  a  political  light.  Every  body  knows  that  thefe  ex- 
tenfive  fifheries  are  the  life  of  many  maritime  places,  which 
would  otherwife  be  of  no  fort  of  value  j  that  they  are  the 
great  nurferies  of  feamen,  and  confequently  the  great  re- 
fources  of  the  marine.  Searce  any  object  could  be  of  more 
importance  to  two  nations,  who  contended  for  a  fuperiority 
in  naval  power. 

The  more  clearly  therefore  it  was  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain,  to  acquire  the  exclufive  exercife  ©f  this  fiihery,  the 
more  ftrongly  and  evidently  it  became  the  intereft  of  France 
to  ©ppofe  themfelves  to  fuch  a  pretenfion.  Not  only  a  large 
part  of  her  foreign  trade  depended  on   this  fifhery,  but  a 
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^reat  part  of  her  domcftic  fupply.  Befides  every  hope  of 
the  ftrength  and  almoft  of  the  exiftence  of  a  naval  power, 
muft  vanilh  v^^ith  the  ceflion  of  this  fifhery. 

The  Englifh  adminiftration  probably  faw,  that  France 
would  rather  run  all  the  hazards  of  war,  than  totally  relin^ 
quifh  this  o&je<5l.  Since  therefore  they  defpaired  of  driving 
tiie  French  entirely  from  the  fifhery,  they  endeavoured  as 
much  as  poflible  to  diminifh  its  value  to  them.  In  this  re^ 
fpe(St  they  fallowed  the  plan  of  the  former  negotiation,  exr- 
cept  that  feme  improvements  were  added. 

In  the  firft  place,  that  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
was  eftabliihed,  by  which  the  French  were  admitted  to 
fifh,  and  to  dry  their  fifh,  on  the  north-eaft  and  north-wefl 
parts  of  Newfoundland,  from  CapeBonavifta  to  Point  ]6iche, 
and  excluded  from  the  reft  of  this  ifland.  They  were  alfo 
permitted  to  fifh  within  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  but 
with  this  limitation,  that  they  fhall  not  approach  within 
three  leagues  of  any  of  the  coafts  belongingto  England. 

This  precaution  was  takien,  not  only  with  a  view  of 
abridging  the  French  fifhery  of  dry  cod,  but  principally  in 
order  to  prevent  their  landing,  and  on  that  pretence  forming 
iettlements  on  thofe  extenfive  defarts,  which  furrounded  tht: 
Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence.  Otherwifs  this  privilege  might 
become  a  means  of  exciting  new  centroveiiies  between  the 
two  nations. 

in  compenfation  for  the  cefHon  of  the  iiles  of  Cape 
Breton  and  St.  John  to  England,  we  agreed  to  furrenderto 
France  the  fmall  ifland  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  fitu- 
ated  to  the  fouthof  Ncv/foundland,  The  ceiHon  of  the 
two  former  iflands  was,  unqueflionably,  mere  than  an  equi- 
^/alent  for  the  two  latter,  though  the  latter  are  by  no  means 
cither  incominodiouily  fituated  or  ill  circumftanced  for  cap 
ryin^  on  the  fifhery.  The  French  ftipulated  to  erect  no 
fortihcatlQiiSonthefeinands,  nor  to  keep  more  than  fifty 
foldiers  to  enforce  the  police,  In  this  inftance  the  plan  of 
•the  former  negotiation  was  pijrfued.  Th<'.  ideas  of  a  refi- 
<icnt  commiilary,  and  the  occafional  viluation  by  a  fliip  of 
war  were  omitted  ;  as  regulatloiif;,  which  were  in  truth  more 
humiliating  to  France,  than  in  any  refpec\  iidvantageous  tc 
our  interefl. 

The  fifhery  wa?,  as  It  had  been  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
divided  between  France  and  England,  but  with  Icfs  equali- 
t:y  on  this  than  on  thaj  occsiifn.  Tlu-  French  arc  no; 
^  '     '  '  •  '  wholly 
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wholly  deprived  of  their  Ihare  ;  but  this  fhare  is  confider- 
ably  impaired.  Their  lofs  of  Cape  Breton  does  not  appear 
to  be  fully  fupplied  by  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon.  The  con- 
fiderable  and  growing  fifhery,  which  the  French  had  fettled 
at  Gafpe  is  taken  away  without  hope  of  recovery.  On  the 
whole,  we  are  thus  circumftanced  5  we  have  advantages  in 
this  fifhery,  which  we  may  certainly  improve  to  a  great  fu-i- 
periority  ;  but  we  have  ft  ill  a  rival,  which  makes-  k  necef- 
fary  to  exert  ourfelves  with  unremitting  induftry  in  order 
to  fecure  it. 

With  regard  to  Spain,  fhe  entirely  deftjled  from  the  right 
Ihe  claimed  of  fiming  on  thefe  coafts.  A  more  fatisfadlory 
cxpreilion  could  have  been  wifhed  ;  if  it  had  been  of  great 
importance,  in  what  terms  a  right  was  renounced,  which 
for  a  long  time  had  never  been  exercifed. 

When  the  affairs  of  the  Weft  Indies  came  to  be  fettled^ 
though  they  caufed  great  difference  of  opinion  among  the. 
publick,  they  do  not  feem  to  have  raifed  any  great  difficulty 
in  the  negotiation.  We  had  here  made  great  conquefts, 
and  here  alfo  we  made  great  conceflions.  We  ceded  the 
Havannah,  with  a  confiderable  part  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba  % 
the  iflands  of  Martinico  ;  Gaudeloupe  ;  Mariegalante  ;  De- 
firade  ;  and  Santa  Lucia.  We  retained  in  our  hands  the 
iflandsof  Tobago,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  the  Gre- 
nades. To  the  thre€  former,  of  which,  (as  well  as  to  Santa 
Liicia,  which  we  furrenderedj  we  had  an  old  claim.  The 
laft  only  was  a  new  acquifition  ;  and  the  three  others  are  at 
prefdnf  of  fmall  value. 

Many  cenfured  with  great  vehemence  and  afperity  thix 
part  of  the  treaty.  They  infifted  that  in  this  treaty  we  had 
loft  fight  o£  that  great  fundamental  principal,  that  France 
is  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  to  be  dreaded  by  us  in  the  light 
of  a  maritime  and  commerical  power.  That  therefore 
-We  had,  by  reftoringto  her  all  her  valuable  Weft  India  if- 
lands, and  by  our  conceflions  in  the  Newfoundland  fifh^ry, 
left  in  her  hands  the  means  of  recovering  her  prodigious 
loffes,  and  of  becoming  once  more  formidable  to  us  at  fea* 
That  the  fiftiery  trained  up  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
young  Teamen ;  and  that  the  Weft  India  trade  employed 
them  when  they  were  trained.  That  France  had  long  fince 
gained  a  decided  fuperiority  over  us  in  this  lucrative  branch 
©f  commerce,  and  fupplied  almoft  all  Europe  with  the  rich 
•QQimgdities,  which  are  produced  only  in  that  part  of  the 

world 
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world.  By  this  commerce,  faid  they,  fhe  enriched  her 
wferchants  and  augmented  her  finances  j  whilft  from  a 
want  of  fugar  land,  which  has  been  long  known  and  fevere- 
\y  felt  by  England,  we  at  once  loft  the  foreign  trade,  and 
iufFered  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  monopoly  at  home. 

That,  at  the  clofe  of  (o  expenfive  a  war,  we  might  very 
reafonably  demand fomething  towards  our  indemnification, 
as  well  as  towards  our  fecurity.  It  is  evident  faid  they, 
that  our  conquefts  in  North  America,  however,  they  may 
provide  for  the  one,  are  altogether  inadequate  to  the  other 
of  thefe  ends.  The  ftate  of  the  exifting  trade  of  thefe  con- 
quefts is  extremely  low  ;  the  fpeculations  of  their  future 
are  precarious,  and  the  profpe6t,  at  the  very  beft,  very  re- 
mote. We  ftand  in  need  of  fupplies,  which  will  have  an 
cffe6l,  certain,  fpeedy,  and  confiderable.  The  retaining 
both,  or  even  one  of  the  confiderable  French  iflands,  Mar- 
tinicoor  Guadeloupe,  will,  and  nothing  elfe  can  effe£lually 
anfwer  this  tripple  purpofe.  The  advantage  is  immediate. 
It  is  a  matter  not  of  conje61:ure  but  of  account.  The  trade 
with  thefe  conquefts  is  of  the  moft  lucrative  nature,  and  of 
the  moft  confiderable  extent ;  the  number  of  ftiips  employed 
by  it  are  a  great  refource  to  our  maritime  power ;  the  mo- 
nopoly at'home  is  corre£lcd,  and  the  foreign  trade  is  reco- 
vered. And  what  is  of  equal  weight,  all  that  we  gain  on  this 
^ftem,  is  made  fourfold  to  us,  by  the  lofs  which  enfues  to 
France.  But  our  conquefts  in  North  America,  however  ad- 
vantageous they  may  prove  to  us,  in  the  idea  of  fecurity, 
(for  in  that  r^fpecSt  alone  they  are  of  any  moment)  are  of 
very  little  detriment  to  the  commerce  of  France.  On  the 
Weft  India  fcheme  of  acquifition,  our  gain  and  her  lofs  go 
hand  in  hand. 

They  infifted  upon  the  obvious  connecSlion  of  this  trade, 
with  that  of  our  colonies  in  North  America,  and  with  our 
commerce  to  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The  African  trade,  faid 
they,  will  be  augmented,  by  the  demand  for  flaves.  That 
of  North  America  will  all  center  in  ourfelves.  Whereas  if 
the  iflands  are  all  reftored,  a  great  part  of  the  benefit  of 
the  northern  colony  trade  muft  redound,  as  it  has  hitherto 
done,  to  thofe  who  were  lately  our  enemies,  and  will  al- 
ways be  our  rivals. 

They  obferved,  that  there  was  nothing  extravagant  or 
overbearing  in  this  demand.  That  though  we  ftiould  re- 
tain either  Martinico  or   Guadeloupe,  or   eveji  both  thefe 
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iflands,  our  conquefts  were  fuch,  that  there  was  ftlU  abun- 
dant matter  left  to  difplay  our  moderation  in  the  ceflion  of 
the  reft.  To  fay  nothing  of  our  many  conceflions  in  the 
£fhery  ;  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  ;  and  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ; 
from  all  which  great  provinces  of  commerce  the  French 
had  been  entirely  driven  this  war,  and  to  a  confiderable 
fhare  of  which  they  were  refiored  by  the  treaty.  But  if 
further  conceffions  muft  be  made  ('for  which  however  they 
faw  no  neceflity)  let  the  prodigious  demand  in  North  Ame- 
rica be  fomewhat  contracted  ;  by  this  method  we  loofc  no- 
thing to  our  commerce  ;  and  we  do  not  hazard  our  fecuri- 
ty,  as  we  fhall  ftill  be  infinitely  fupcrior  in  ftrength  ;  and 
whenever  a  war  breaks  out,  that  power  will  be  moft  fecure, 
whofe  refources  are  moft  confiderable. 

Such  are  concifely,  and,  we  flatter  ourfelves,  fairly,  the 
|)rincipal  heads  of  argument,  brought  by  the  beft  writers 
■upon  this  fide  of  the  queftion  ;  they  were  replied  to  by  the 
beft  writers  on  the  other,  upon  the  following  principles. 

Thatthe  original  object  of  the  war  was  the  fecurity  of 
our  colonies  upon  the  continent ;  that  the  danger  to  which 
thefe  colonies  were  expofed,  and  in  confequence  of  that 
danger,  the  immcnfe  wafte  of  blood  and  treafure  which  en- 
fued  to  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  calamities,  which 
were  from  the  fame  fource,  derived  upon  the  four  quart- 
ers of  the  world,  left  no  fort  of  doubt  that  it  was  not  only 
our  beft,  but  our  only  policy,  to  guard  againft  all  poiTibili- 
ty  of  the  return  of  fuch  evils.  Experience  has  (hewn  us 
that  while  France  poflcfles  any  fingle  place  in  America, 
from  whence  (he  may  moleft  our  fettlements,  they  can  ne- 
ver enjoy  any  repofe,  and  of  courfe  that  we  are  never  fe- 
cure from  being  plunged  again  into  thofe  calamities,  from 
•which  we  have  at  length,  and  with  fo  much  difficulty,  hap- 
pily emerged.  To  remove  France  from  our  neighbourhood 
in  America,  or  to  contrail  her  power  within  the  narroweft 
limits  pofiible,  is  therefore  the  moft  capital  advantage  we 
can  obtain  ;  and  is  worth  purchafing  by  almoft  any  concef- 
lions. 

They  infifted  that  the  abfolute  fecurity  derived  from  this 
plan,  included  in  itfelf  an  indemnification.  Firft;  by  fav- 
ing  us,  more  effedlually  than  any  other  method  could, 
froni  the  neceiJity  of  another  war,  and  confequently  by 
giving  us  an  opportunity  of  increafingour  trade,  and  low- 
^^ing  our  d:bt.  Secgndly  ;  by  permitting  our  colonics  on 
?  p  the 
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he  continent  to  extend  themfelves  without  danger  or  mo- 
leflation.  They  fhewed  the  great  increafe  of  poppulation 
in  thofe  colonies  within  a  few  years.  They  fhewed  that 
their  trade  with  the  mother  country  had  uniformly  in- 
creafed  with  this  population.  That  being  now  freed 
from  the  moleftation  of  enemies,  and  the  emulations  of 
rivals,  unlimited  in  their  pofTeffions,  and  fafe  in  their 
perfons,  our  American  planters  would  by  the  very  courfe 
of  their  natural  propogation  in  a  very  fh'ort  time,  furnifh 
out  a  demand  of  our  manufa6lures,  as  large  as  all  the 
working  hands  of  Great  Britain  could  poflibly  fupply.  That 
there  was  therefore  no  reafon  to  dread  that  want  of  trade^ 
which  their  adverfaries  infmuated,  fince  North  America 
alone  would  fupply  the  deflciences  of  our  trade  in  every 
other  part  of  the  world. 

They  expatiated  on  the  great  variety  of  climates,  which 
that  country  contained,  and  the  vaft  refources  which  Would 
thence  arife  to  commerce.  That  the  value  of  our  conqucfts 
thereby  ought  not  to  be  eftimated  by  the  prefent  produce, 
but  by  their  probable  increafe,  Neither  ought  the  value 
of  any  country  to  be  folely  tried  on  its  commercia!  advan- 
tages ;  that  extent  of  territory  and  a  number  of  fubje£ls,  arc 
matters  of  as  m.uch  confideration  to  a  ftate  attentive  to  the 
fources  of  real  grandeur,  as  the  mere  advantages  of  traffic  ; 
that  fuch  ideas  are  rather  fuitable  to  a  limited  and  petty 
commonwealth,  like  Holland,  than  to  a  great,  powerful 
and  warlike  nation.  That  on  thefe  principles,  having  made 
very  large  demands  in  North  America,  it  was  neceflary  t€> 
relax  in  other  parts.  That  France  would  never  be  brought 
to  any  confiderable  ceffion  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  but  that 
her  power  and  increafe  there  could  never  become  formida- 
ble, becaufe  the  exiftence  of  her  fettlements  depended  up- 
on ours  in  North  America,  fhe  not  being  any  longer  left  a 
place  from  whence  they  can  be  fupplied  with  provifions  ; 
that  in  lofmg  fomething  of  the  fugar  trade,  we  loft  very  lit- 
tle el  fe  than  a  luxury  :  as  to  the  other  produce  of  the  Weft 
Indies,  it  might  be  in  a  great  meafure,  and  in  part  already 
w,as  fupplied  by  our  porfeflions  on  the  continent,  which  dai- 
ly incrcafed  not  only  in  the  quantity  but  in  the  kind  pf  its 
produce. 

We  do  not  pretend  to  pafs  any  judgment  on  the  merits 
of  the  feveral  fides  of  this  queftion,  which  is  certainly  a  ve- 
ry difficult  one.  We  relate  opinions,  as  well  fts  faints,  hif- 
torically.  The 
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The  only  point,  which  remained  to  be  adjufted  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  was  the  logwood  trade.  Spain  confcnted  not 
to  difturb  the  Englifti  in  their  occupation  of  cutting  log- 
wood in  the  bay  of  Honduras,  and  to  permit  them  to  occu- 
py fuch  buildings  as  may  be  necelTary  for  them  in  this  occu- 
pation. Great  Britain,  on  her  fide,  ftipulated  to  deftroy 
the  fortifications  which  had  been  ercfted  on  that  bay*. 

By  this  article  the  Englifli  acquired  a  folid  right  in  this 
longcontefted  trade;  butfecmed  at  the  fame  time,  to  lofe 
all  the  means  of  protc<^ing  it.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to 
point  out  a  better  method  of  adjufting  a  claim  of  fuch  a  pe- 
culiar nature.  The  right  we  claimed  was  not  a  right  to  the 
territory,  nor  dire6tiy  to  the  produce  ;  but  only  a  privilege 
of  cutting  and  taking  away  this  wood  by  indulgence.  To 
have  infifted  on  the^right  of  creeling  fortifications,  would 
have  been  making  theftrongeft  claim  to  an  abfolutc,  diredt 
and  exclufive  dominion  over  the  territory  itfclf  ;  a  point,  to 
which  I  do  not  find  that  our  moft  extcnfive  claims  have 
ever  been  carried. 

In  Africa,  Goree  was  rcftorcd  to  France,  and  Senegal 
remained  to  Great  Britain  f.  This  regulation  feems  to 
have  divided  the  trade  on  this  river,  and  the  adjacent  coaft, 
between  the  two  nations.  The  Englifh  as  they  are  now 
circumftanced  on  that  part,  feem  to  be  the  molt  advanta- 
geoufly  fituated  for  the  trade  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  the 
French  for  carrying  away  the  whole  of  it  in  time  of  war. 

With  regard  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  all  the  French  faaories 
and  fettlements  are  reftored  to  that  nation  in  every  part 
of  India;!::  Although  this  muft  be  regarded  as  a  very 
great  concefTion,  it  does  not  however  afford  all  thole 
advantages  to  France,  which  might  be  imagined  at  the 
firft  view.  Firft,  •  becaufe  the  fortifications  ere£led  at 
fuch  a  vaft  expence  in  all  thofc  fettlements  have  been 
totally  deftroyed  ;  and  it  cannot  be  expe6ted,  in  the  pre- 
'  fent  fituation  of  the  French  company,  that  they  can,  in 
the  courfe  of  many  years,  if  at  all,  be  reftored  to  their 
former  ftate;  in  Bengal,  (including,  by  an  explanation  an- 
nexed to  the  definitive  treaty,  the  kingdom  of  Orixa.)  they 
have  engaged  to  ere6t  no  kind  of  fortification,  nor  to  keep 
any  number  of  foldiers  whatfoever.  Secondly,  they  have 
agreed  to  acknowledge  the  prcfent  reigning  fubas  of  Ben^ 
gal,  Decan,  and  the'Carnatick,  as  the  lawful  fovcreigns  of 

P  p  2  thefe 
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thefe  countries,  Thefe  princes  are  the  greatefl  on  the  pen- 
infula  of  India  :  they  are  in  our  in|:ereft,  ^nd  moft  of  thena 
owe  either  the  acquifition,  or  depend  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  power  upon  our  arms  ;  by  wjiich  means  our  com- 
pany is  become,  in  effect,  arbiter  of  the  commerce  and  po- 
litics of  that  great  and  opulent  coaft,  extending  fropi  the 
Ganges  to  Cape  Comorin  J  and  in  a  great  degree  alfo  qf 
the  other,  from  the  fame  cape  to  the  mouth  of  the  Indus, 
Ihirdly,  during  the  courfe  of  our  fuccefTes,  the  traders 
and  the  manufadurers  have  removed  from  the  French  to 
our  fettlements,  w^here  they  will  have  at  leaft  an  equal 
market,  and  a  fupcrior  proted^ion  ;  ^nd  it  will  be  diiHcult, 
if  not  impoiTible,  to  bring  them  back. 

Minorca  and  BelleiHc  were  to  be  reftored  to  their  former 
poflciTors  ||.  The  fortifications  and  harbour  of  Dunkirk 
were  to  be  demolifhed  agreeable  to  the  llipulations  of  forme? 
treaties  §. 

This  is  the  general  outline  of  the  late  treaty.  The  par- 
ticulars given  here  will  ferve  to  point  cut  the  fpiritand  th^ 
general  efredt  of  that  tranfaclion,  which  has  been  the  fub- 
jeci:  of  fo  much  heat  and  controverfy  ;  and  which  nothing 
hut  adulation  will  afiert  to  be  free  from  defe<£i:,  nor  anv 
thing  but  fa6lion  can  deny  to  be  productive  of  rnany  very 
great  and  efTential  advantages  to  this  kingdom. 

This  treaty,  while  it  remained  in  agitation,  formed  a 
great  crifis,  not  only  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  but  in  the 
fortune  of  the  new  miniftry.  Towards  the  latter  end  of 
the  fummer  Mr.  Fox  was  called  in,  and  engaged  in  their 
fupport.  Though  he  continued  in  his  old  place  of  paymaf- 
ter,  he  undertook  to  conduit  the  affairs  of  government  in 
the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr.  Grenvjlle,  whofe  employ- 
ment would  naturally  have  engaged  him  in  that  tafk,  re- 
figned  the  feals  of  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  was  appointed 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  The  great  experience  and  known 
parliamentary  abilities  of  Mr.  Fox,  f?cmc4  to  give  new 
life  to  the  aftairs  of  the  adminiftration.  A  more  vigorous 
and  determined  condu(5t  was  fron\  that  time  adopted.  Ma- 
ny of  thofc,  who  were  not  perfectly  attached  to  the  new 
fyflem,  v/ere  immediately  removed  from  their  employ- 
pients;  and  mcafurcs  were  takeji  to  clear  every  department: 
of  every  friend  of  the  Duke  of  Ncwcaftlc. 

The  fpirit  of  thefe  proceedings  feemcd  to  augment  that 
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!o(  the  oppofitipn.  It  was  apprehended,  that  the  preh'mina- 
lies  would  undergo  a  rigorous  fcrutiny,  and  might  poiTibly 
^ncuf  a  heavy  cenfure  from  pariiament.  The  terms  of  peace 
were  critici fed  without  mercy.  They  were  declared  to  be 
inglorious,  inadequate,  and  infecure  ;  unequal  to  the  great 
fuccelies  of  the  war,  and  below  the  juft  expectations  of  the 
nation  j  tliat  our  commerce  was  negle6ted,  and  our  allies 
abandoned..  Public  expectation  was  however  entirely  dif- 
appointed.  The  pKiliminaries  were  approved,  without  any 
jqualilication,  by  both  houfes  ;  by  the  lords  with 
cut  any  divifion  ;  by  the  Commons  with  a  very  dif-  Dec.  q. 
proportioned  majority. 

Many  caufes  concurred  to  produce  this  moderate  difpofi* 
Xion.  F irfl,  a  very  great  number,  which  included  almoft 
all  the  Tories,  were  engaged  in  the  fupport  of  the  adminif- 
tration.  The  then  chiefs  of  the  oppofition  were  not  well 
agreed  among  themfelves.  Mr.  Pitt  whowas  confidered  as 
a  pajty  in  himfelf,  had  not  joined  with  the  duke  of  Newcal^ 
tie,  nor  Teemed  difpofed  to  aft  with  any  particular  body. 
The  fame  general  plan  of  peaccg  which  many  now  in  the 
oppofition  had  formerly  approved,  had  been  adopted  in  thefe 
preliminaries,  and  evidently  improved.  It  is  true,  it  had 
been  objefted,  that  our  additional  fucccfles,  fmce  that  time, 
gave  us  ground  to  expcft  better  terms  ;  but  it  was  anfwer- 
ed,  that  our  national  burthens,  and  the  extent  of  the  war, 
had  increal'ed  in,  at  leaft,  an  equal  proportion  ;  and  that 
peace  was  become  necelTary  to  the  nation. 

Thefe  arguments  whatever  weight  they  might  have  in 
themfelves,  were  ftrong  againft  thefe,  upon  whom  they 
were  rather  retorted,  than  for  the  firft  time  levelled,  being 
altogether  agreable  to  the  fyftem  which  many  now  in  op- 
pofition had  always  purfued,  and  to  the  fentiments  many  of 
them  had  publickly  avowed,  and  perhaps  ftill  fecretly  re- 
tained. On  the  wholp,  it  was  evident,  that,  when  the 
queftion  came  on,  the  difcontented  party  was  found  not  ve- 
ry well  united,  and  abfolutely  unprovided  of  any  regular 
fcheme  of  oppofition.  However,  though  baffled  on  this 
occafion,  it  has  fince  begun  to  revive  and  to  unite ;  and 
though  peace  is  happily  reftored  with  foreign  powers,  our 
domeftic  quiet  is  itill  far  from  being  fecurely  eftablifhed. 

With  regard  to  the  powers  in  Germany,  the  peace  be- 
tween England  and  France,  and  the  fuperiority  of  the  king 
9f  Piuflia  at  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  infpired,  at  length, 
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though  unwillingly,  a  difpofition  to  peace*  Conferences 
were  opened  at  Hubertfberg,  and  a  treaty  concluded  bcr 
tween  his  Pruflian  majcfty  and  the  emprefs  queen.  As  af> 
fairs  in  this  treaty  were  fpeedily  adjufted,  fo  they  may  be 
very  concifely  related.  The  lubftance  of  it  was  no  more 
than  that  a  mutual  reftitution  and  oblivion  fhould  take 
place,  and  each  party  fit  down  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  the 
fame  frtuation  in  which  they  began  it.  Thus  the  king  of 
Pruflia,  after  having  for  fix  years  contended  ^ainft  the  ef- 
forts of  almoft  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  by  whofe 
enmity  he  could  be  afFe6led,  having  ftood  proif  againft  the 
moft  terrible  blows  of  fortune,  enjoys  at  length  the  full  re- 
ward of  his  uncommon  magnanimity.  He  retains  his  do- 
minions in  their  utmoft  extent;  and  having  delivered  his 
country  by  his  incomparable  talents  for  war,  he  now  en-^ 
joys  leifureto  recover  it  by  his  no  lefs  admirable  talents  for 
government.  Scarcely  was  the  war  concluded,  when  he 
began  to  difplay  his  attention  to  domeftic  policy,  and  his 
care  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people.  He  imediately  dif- 
tributed  lands  to  hisdiibanded  foldiery  ;  and  gav^  them  the 
horfes  of  his  artillery  to  aid  them  in  their  cultivation. 

Europe  is  new  pacified  ;  and  fhe  begins  to  refpire,  after 
a  more  general  and  a  more  bloody  war  than  any  the  world 
-  had  -experienced  fince  that  which  was  concluded  by  the 
peace  of  Weftphalia.  As  far  as  it  is  fafe  to  judge  concern- 
ing a  fyftem  which  is  fubject  to  fo  great  and  unforefeen  va- 
riations, and  fometimes  from  very  ilight  caufes,  this  peace 
promifes  a  confiderable  duration.  The  king  of  Pruffia  will 
hardly  again  commit  his  affairs,  fo  miraculoufly  retrieved 
to  the  chances  of  war.  He  fees  how  dearly  he  has  a  fecond 
time  purchafed  his  conqucil  of  Silefia,  and  he  will  hardly 
'aim  at  new  acquifitions.  The  emprefs,  fince  (he  failed  to 
reduce  Sijefia,  or  even  to  recover  the  fmallell  particle  of 
her  lolTes,  with  faeh  an  exertion  of  her  own  flrength,  and 
with  fuch  an  alliance  as  never  was  feen  united  before,  and 
with  which  fhe  can  never  flatter  herfelf  again,  muft  be  con- 
vinced how  vain  it  is  tq  attempt  any  change  in  the  prefent 
fyflem  in  Germany, 

•  Whilit  Ruffia  remained  clrcumRanced  as  flic  fcema  to  be 
at  prefent,  there  is  a  very  good  profpe6t  for  the  tranquillity 
of  the  North. 

France  has  turned  her  thoughts  to  a  much  wanted  gccq- 
nomy  and  the  rc«e{tabUflimQiit   of  her* marine,     fhe  ha? 
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reduced  her  land  forces,  by  above  one  half.  England,  with 
out  lefTening  the  ordinary  eftablifhment  of  her  navy,  has 
augmented  her  military,  in  confequence  of  the  extent  of 
her  conquells.  Both  nations  feem  fenfible  of  the  neceflity 
of  being  prepared,  and  yet  quiet.  The  Bourbon  courts 
are  united  but  weakened.  The  mutual  jealoufy  of  the 
nations,  which  have  been  lately  at  war,  continues ;  but 
their  iubje6ls  of  difpute,  and  occafions  of  animofity,  arc 
much  lenened.  This  is  as  good  a  lituation  as  could  rea- 
fonably  be  expe£lcd. 

We  have  thus  accompliflied  our  defign  of  laying  before 
the  public  a  conne6ted  narrative  of  the  events  of  the 
late  moft  remarkable  war,  which  we  have  purfued  from 
its  commencement  to  its  conclufion.  We  have  omitted  no 
care  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  the  nature  of  fuch  an  under- 
taking would  permit ;  and  we  flatter  ourfeives,  that  it  will 
be  thought  as  impartial,  and  fatisfadory,  as  any  work  of 
the  kind  extant. 
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